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THE 

CRITICAL    REVIEW, 

For  JANUARY,    1797. 


Philofoph'ical  Tranfaff'ions  of  the  lioyal  Society  of  London.     For 
ibel'rar  Ijgb.  Part  L  ^to.  <)s.  bd.  Se-jced.  Elmfly.    1796.' 

'T^HE  PhilofophicalTranfa£lions  for  the  prefentyear  do  not 
-■•  make  fo  fplendid  an  appearance  as  thofe  of  the  laft  5  but 
if  In  the  eyes  of  fome  of  the  members  there  may  be  wanting 
decoration  from  plates,  the  fcientific  reader  will  begin  tc  flat- 
ter himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  finding  more  folid  information 
in  the  future  volumes  of  this  work,  than  the  pJan  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  fome  years  pafl  feemed  to  admit.  We  can  allow  for 
one  or  two  trifling  papers  on  the  gold  mines  of  Ireland,  if 
they  are  fucceeded  by  the  folid  remarks  of  an  Atwodd ;  the 
experiments  on  the  eye  and  light  promife  to  extend  our 
knowledge  on  two  difficult  fubje6ts  ;  and  though  wc  ftould 
•have  been  more  plcafed  with  feeing  L'Huilier's  treatife  in  Eng- 
liflb,  the  infertion  of  the  language  of  an  hoflile  republic  into 
the  Tranfa£lions  may  lead  to  a  conje£lure  that  the  interefts  of 
fcience  will  not  be  facriflced  to  national  prejudices;  and  that 
at  leafl  there  is  one  community  in  the  world,  who  are  votaries 
of  peace, — the  commonwealth  of  letters. 

Art.  I.  The  Croonian  Lefture  on  Mufcular  Motion.  By 
Everard  Home,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

The  firft  paper  contains  a  farther  examination  of  the  nature 
of  the  eye  ;  and  fome  very  ingenious  experiments  are  defcrib- 
ed,  for  afcertaining  the  change  in  the  curvature  of  the  corneal 

*  The  refult  of  this  inquiry,  which  has  not  been  confined  to  the 
fupport  of  any  particular  theory,  but  carried  on  with  the  fole  view 
of  difcovering  the  truth,  appears  to  be,  that  the  adjiiftrneit  of  the 
eye  is  produced  by  three  different  changes  in  that  oro-an  ;  an  in- 
creafe  of  curvature  in  the  cornea,  an  elongation  of  the  axis  of  vi- 
fion,  and  a  motion  of  the  cryfialline  lens.  Thefe  cliamjes  in  a 
great  nieafure  depend  upon  the  contradion  of  the  fo'.ir  ftrd^'ht 
nuifcles  of  the  eye. 

'  Mr.  Ramfden  has  been  good  enough  to  make  a  comput:ition, 
Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XiX.  7(7;;?/«'7,  1797.  B  by 
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by  which  the  degree  of  adjuftment  produced  by  each  of  thefe 
changes  may  be  afcertained.  This  he  has  promifed  to  render  more 
correct:;  and  alfo  to  inftitiUe  a  feries  of  experiments  by  which  the 
effefts  of  the  motion  of  the  lens  may  be  more  accin-ately  deter- 
mined. From  Mr.  Ramfden's  compntation,  the  increafe  of  curva- 
ture of  the  cornea  appears  capable  of  producing  one-third  of  the 
effect  :  and  the  change  of  place  of  the  lens,  and  elongation  of  the 
axis  of  vifion,  fufhciently  account  for  the  other  two-thirds  of  the 
quantity  of  adjuftment  necellary  to  make  up  the  whole.'      p.  8. 

To  complete  the  theory,  the  eyes  of  various  animals,  birds? 
beads,  and  fiOies,  were  examined,  and  many  interefdng  particu- 
lairs  are  recited.  From  this  inveftigation,  properly  continued,  -we 
doubt  not  that  in  time  the  powers  of  the  difFei-ent  parts  of  the 
human  eye  will  be  completely  afcertained,  and  many  errors  will 
be  removed,  arifing  on  the  one  hand  from  the  ignorance  of 
flie  philofopher  in  anatomy,  and  on  the  other  of  the  anatomift 
"in  philofophy. 

'  From  the  preceding  obfervations,  deduced  from  the  fi:ruci:ure 
of  the  eye  in  different  animals,  it  appears  that  there  are  two  modes 
of  adjufting  the  eye^  one  for  feeing  in  air,  the  other  for  feeing  in 
water  :  and  it  is  probably  the  want  of  this  knowledge  that  has  mif- 
led  formei'  inquirers,  by  confining  their  refearches  to  the  difeoverv 
of  fome  one  principle  common  to  the  eyes  of  all  animals. 

'  The  cryftalline  lens,  as  the  moft  confpicuous  part,  engrofTed 
their  whole  attention,'  and  they  did  Rot  think  any  of  the  others 
capable  of  giving  material  affiftance  in  producing  fo  curious  an 
efFecl. 

'  The  ciliary  procefles,  from  their  conncftion  with  the  lena, 
•were  by  fome  believed  capable  of  bringing  it  forwards  ;  bv  other-s 
they  were  fuppofed  to  con-raft,  and  by  that  aftion  elongate  the 
eye,  and  remove  the  lens  further  from  the  retina:  but  thefe  pro- 
-cefles  could  never  bring  the  lens  forwards,  unlefs  the  cornea  was" 
alfo  moved  forwards  ;  for  the  lens  and  procefles  forming  a  complete 
le-ptum,  the  aqueous  humour  would  prevent  the  lens  from  making 
any  advance  in  that  direftion:  and  the  procefles  themfelves  afe 
neither  flrong  enough  in  their  mufcular  power,  nor  fufficiently  at- 
tached to  the  coats  of  the  eye,  to  alter  its  form  by  their  contyaftion. 
In  birds  likewife,  tlie  bony  rim  renders  rhis  impofiible. 

'  'rhat  the  axis  of  vifion  is  really  lengtliened,  and  the  lens  mov- 
ed lorvvavds,  for  the  purpofe  of  adjufl;Ing"the  eve  to  fee  near  obiefts, 
is  rendered  highly  probable,  fince  all  the  fafts  I  have  been  able  to 
collea.fetm  to  point  out  thefe  changes:  nor  can  the  aclion  of  the 
external  muftlcs  increafe  the  curvature  of  the  cornea  without  pro- 
ducing them. 

If  the  axis  of  vifio.i  being  leiigthened  was  believed  by  fome 
jvliyfioljgilis  to  produce  the  whoh-  adjuflment  of  the  eye  to  fee 
near  objefts;    ii  the  cryitalllae  lens   being  moved  forwards  was 
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fuppofed  by  others  to  do  the  fame  thing ;  and  if  the  ccmea  benig 
rendered  more  convex  apperffed  at  th$  firlt  view  equally  to  account 
for  it ;  all  tlic  three,  when  combined  for  that  purpofe,  mufi:  un- 
doubtedly be  conlidered  as  fufficient  to  produce  the  efFeft.'  p.  24, 

Art.  II.  Some  Particulars  in  the  Anatomy  of  a  Whale. 
By  Mr.  John  Abernethy.  Communicated  by  Everard  Home, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

The  writer  begins  his  account  with  an  extraordinary  pre- 
lude— 

'  There  are  fome  particulafs  in  the  anatomy  of  the  whale,  which, 
I  believe,  have  either  entirely  efcaped  obfervation,  or  have  not 
been  as  yet  communicated  to  the  public'     p.  27. 

If  the  Writer  had  faid  many  particulars,  he  would  have 
been  nearer  the  truth  :  the  anatomy  of  the  whale  is  far  from 
complete  ;  and  in  fhowing  the  diflribution  of  the  mefenteric 
vefiels  and  lafteals  of  this  fiO:),  he  certainly  has  contributed 
his  '  mite  to  the  general  flock  of  our  knowledge  on  this  fub- 
je6l.'     The  refult  of  the  inquiry  is  — 

'  That  in  the  whale  there  are  two  ways  by  v/hich  the  chyle  c^^n 
pafs  from  the  inteflines  into  the  thoracic  ducV ;  one  of  thefe  is 
through  thofe  lacleals,  which  pour  the  abforbed  chyle  in:o  bags, 
in  which  it  receives  an  addition  of  animal  fluids.  The  other  paf- 
faze  for  the  chvle  is  throuoh  thofe  lafteals  which  form  a  plexus  on 
the  infide  of  the  bags  :  throuoh  thefe  veflels  it  naffcs  wiih  {q\xm. 
difficulty,  on  account  of  their  communications  with  each  other; 
and  it  is  conveyed  by  them  to  the  thoracic  duft,  in  the  fame  flate 
that  it  was  when  firft  imbibed  from  the  inteftines.  The  la6leals, 
which  pour  the  chyle  into  the  bags,  are  fimilar  to  thofe  which  ter- 
minate in  the  cells  of  the  mefenteric  glands  of  other  animals  :  there 
is  alfo  an  analogy  between  the  diflribution.of  the  lafteals  on  the  in- 
fide  of  thefe  bag-s,  and  that  which  we  fometimes  obferve  on  the 
outfide  of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  general.  In  either  cafe,  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  vafa  inferentia,  as  they  are  termed,  communi- 
cate with  one  another,  and  with  other  veflels,  named  vafa  efferentia. 

'  By  this  communication,  the  progrefs  of  the  fluids  contained 
in  thefe  veflels  is  in  fome  degree  checked ;  which  impediment  in  ■ 
crcafes  the  efl^uflon  into  the  cavities  of  the  gland  made  by  the  other 
lafteals :  but  fliov.ld  thefe  cavities  be  obfirufted,  from  difeafe,  or  other 
caufes,  an  increafed  determination  of  fluids  into  the  conimunicating 
abforbents  muft  happen,  which  would  overcome  the  refifcancc  pro- 
duced by  their  mutual  inofculations,  and  the  contents  of  the  vtlfcis 
would  be  driven  forNi'ards  towanis  the  trunk  of  the  fyflem.  In  the 
wlnle,  as  in  other  animals,  we  flud  that  the  impediment,  cccaflon- 
trd  by  this  communication  of  lailleaii,  is  greatefl  in  the  nift  glands 
at  which  they  arrive  after  having  left  the  iatcRJnei. 
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<■  The  ready  ternimation  of  fo  mauy  arteries  in  the  mefenteric 
elands  of  the  whale,  makes  it  appear  probable,  that  there  is  a  co- 
pious fecretion  of  fluids  mixed  with  the  abforbed  chyle ;  and,  as  I 
bavebeforeobrerved,a(limybloody-colouredfluid  was  found  in  them. 
As  the  orifices  of  the  vein'i  were  open,  it  appears  probable  that  the 
contents  of  the  bags  might  pafs  in  fome  degree  mto  thofe  veflels.' 
p.  30. 

Art.  III.  An  Account  of  the  late  Difcovery  of  Native  Gold 
in  Ireland.  In  a  Letter  from  John  Llcyd,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  to 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  K.  B.  P.  R.  S. 

Art.  IV.  A  Mineralogical  Account  of  the  Native  Gold  lately 
ilifco'-ered  in  Ireland.  In  a  Letter  from  Abraham  jNIiils,  Efq- 
to  Sir  Jofeph  Bank?,  Bart.  K.  B.  P.  R.  S. 

The  information  in  thefe  two  papers  has  been  commurii- 
cated  in  fo  many  fhapes  to  the  public,  that  the  fubjed  ceafes 
to  be  an  obje^l  of  curiofitv.  Vy'e  may  obferve,  however,  tliat 
our  neigiibours  the  Irifh  mufl  be  exceedingly  deficient  in  the 
Ipirit  of  enterprife,  cr  exceedingly  ignorant  in  the  art  of  min- 
ing, if  they  do  not  fpeedily  afcertain  the  value  of  their  moun- 
tain. 

Art.  V.  The  Conftruclion  and  AnalyGs  of  Geom.etrical 
Propofitions,  determining  the  Politions  aflumed  by  Homoge- 
r.eal  Bodies  which  float  freely,  and  at  rell,  on  a  Fluid's  Sur- 
face. ;  rdfo  determining  the  Stability  of  Ships,  and  of  other 
Floating  Bodies.     By  George  Atwood,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

This  is  a  very  ingenious  paper ;  and,  if  our  fliip-builders 
were  men  of  fcience,  they  -would  derive,  we  are  convinced, 
much  ufeful  information  from  its  contents.     Naval  architec- 
ture c:innot,  however,  be  reckoned  as  yet  among  our  fciences  : 
but  the  phiiofopher  has  fo  many  data  from  the  different  modes 
of  building  by  different  nations,  that,  with  a  proper  degree  of 
attention  to  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  each  as  de- 
fcribed  bv  the  common  faiiors,  he  might  iorm  the  rudiments 
of  a  fcience,  which,  by  the  efforts  of  fucceeding  generations, 
would,  like  other  fciences,  be  carried  forwards  to  perfection. 
It  is  to  be  lamented,  however,  that  the   fpirit  of  commerce 
and  the  fpirit  of  improv-ement  are  not  linked  very  clofely  to- 
gether :  yet  the  merchant  would  gain  a  ten-fold  advantage  by 
encouraging  thofe  inquiries,  the   refult  of  which  would  be 
the  building  of  better  ihips,  and  the  diminution  of  the  price 
of  infurance. 

\Vhen  a  folid  body  reds  in  a  fluid,  the  centres  of  gravity 
of  the  whole  and  of  the  part  immerfed  muft,  it  is  evident, 
be  in  the  fame  vertical  line.  Confeq-jently,  to  determine  the 
pofition  of  a  folid  at  reft  in  tlie  fluid,  it  is  necefTary  to  know 
the  fpecilic  gravities  of  each,  and  cO  place  the  body  in  iuch  a 

mann-.r 
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manner  in  the  fluid,  that  the  vertical  line  fiiall  pafs  through 
the  centres  of  gravity  of  the  whole  and  the  part  immerfed. 
in  regular  bodies  this  is  not  difBcult ;  but  fuppofing  it  done, 
in  many  cafes,  from  the  lead  motion  in  the  fluid,  the  pofition 
of  the  folid  will  be  changed,  and  it  will  continue  to  vibrate 
till  it  has  gained  another  fituation,  in  which  tl:ie  centres  of 
gravity  of  the  whole  and  the  part  immerfed  are  in  the  fame 
vertical  line.  In  this  new  fituation,  the  water  may  again  be 
moved,  and  the  body  will  vibrate  a  little  ;  but,  on  the  v/ater 
becoming  fmooth,  it  will  return  to  this  lail  fituation. 

From  confidering  thefe  cafes,  three  ditferent  fpecies  of  equi- 
librium prefent  themfelves  for  our  examination — 

*  I  ft.  The  equilibrium  of  ftability,  in  which  the  folid  Scats 
permanently  in  a  given  po(:tion.  ^ 

'  idlv.  The  equilibrium  of  inftability,  in  which  cafe  the  folid, 
although  its  centre  of  gravity  and  that  of  the  part  immerfed  are  in 
the  fame  vertical  line,  fpontaneoufiy  overfets,  uniefs  fuftained  by 
external  force.  This  kind  of  equilibrium  is  limilar  to  that  which 
fubfifts  when  a  needle,  or  other  fliarp-pointed  body,  is  placed  ver- 
tically on  a  fmooth  horizontal  furface. 

*  3dlv.  The  third  fpecies,  being  a  limit  between  the  two  for- 
mer, is  called  the  equilibrium  of  indifference,  or  the  infenfible 
equilibrium,  in  which  the  folid  refts  on  the  fluid  inJiSfe rent  to  mo- 
tion, without  tendency  to  right  ilfelf  when  inclined,  or  to  incline 
itfelf  further.'      f.  51. 

To  determine  thefe  equilibria,  cannot  but  be  a  mistter  of 
difficulty :  and  the  little  knowledge  of  artiits  on  this  fubjeft, 
as  well  as  the  diverfuy  of  opinion  in  mathematician?,  Ihow 
that  thev  merit  the  fevereft  inveitigation.  In  this  inquiry, 
the  name  of  the  axis  of  motion  is  given  to  the  axis  round 
which  tlie  folid  revolves  while  it  changes  its  fituation  on  a 
fluid's  furface  :  and — 

*  The  axis  of  motion,  round  which  the  folid  revolves,  having; 
been  determined,  and  the  fpccir.c  gravity  being  kno'.vn,  it  appears 
from  the  preceding  obfervations,  that  the  pofitions  of  permanent 
floating  will  be  obtained,  firft  by  finding  the  feveral  pofitions 
of  ecuilibrium  through  v.hich  the  folid  may  be  conceived  to  pafs, 
while' it  revolves  round  the  a.xis  of  motion;  and  fecondly,  by  de- 
terminint^  in  which  of  thofe  polltions  the  equilibrium  is  permanent, 
and  in  which  of  them  it  is  momentar)'  and  unftabie.'     p.  54.. 

From  the  want  of  plates,  and  the  impraclicnbllity  of  bring- 
ing into  a  fmall  compafs  the  elegance  of  our  author's  de- 
monftrations  witliout  doing  them  manifeft  injurv',  we  mult 
content  ourfelves  with  faying,  tliat  fome  general  theorems  are 
laid  <iO'xx\  from  taking  a  floating  body  of  a  regular  figure, 

B  3  which 
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which  are  afterwards  referred  to  parallelopipeds,  parabolical 
conoids,  and  hence  juft  obfervations  are  made  on  the  motions 
of  fliips.  We  iliall  give,  in  the  writer's  owa  words,  enough 
to  excit'e  the  fcientific  reader  to  inveftigate  the  theory — 

'  It  would  be  improper,  in  a  difquifition  not  written  on  the 
praftice  of  naval  architecfure,  to  enter  into  further  detail  on  this 
fubjeft.  By  what  has  preceded,  it  is  evidently  ittn  that  the  liabi- 
lity of  veffels  may  be  determined  for  any  angles  at  which  they  are 
inclined  from  the  pofition  of  equilibrium,  as  well  as  for  thofe 
which  are  very  fmall.  In  both  cafes  it  is  neccflary  that  the  pofi- 
tion of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  fliip,  and  that  of  the  part  im-r 
merfcd,  when  the  lliip  doats  upright,  fliould  be  known  ;  praftical 
methods  of  menf(jration  are  required,  in  both  cafes,  to  afcertain 
thefe  points.  When  the  angles  of  inclination  are  very  fmall,  to 
find  the  fnlp's  {lability,  it  is  neceflary  to  meafure  the  fiicceflive  or- 
dinates  or  breadths  of  the  fliip  on  a  level  with  the  water's  furface, 
and  when  the  angles  of  heeling  are  not  limited,  but  are  confidered 
as  being  of  any  magnitude,  the  requifite  menfurations  are  indeed 
more  troublefome,  but  are  not  liable  to  more  errors  in  execution 
than  in  the  former  cafe,  when  the  angles  are  limited  to  thole  which 
are  evanefcent. 

'  The  theorems  for  meafuring  the  {lability  of  fihps,  which  are 
founded  on  afhiming  the  angles  of  inclination  from  the  pofition  of 
equilibrium  evanefcent,  explain,  in  the  mod  fatisfLictory  manner, 
the  principles  on  which  the  fiabilily  of  fliips,  when  heeled  to  fmall 
angles  of  inclination,  is  founded;  they  alfp  aicertain  when  (liips 
or  other  bodies  float  on  the  water  permanently  in  a  given  pofitioa 
of  equilibrium,  or  overfet.  But  this  tan  fcarcely  ever  be  an  ob- 
jcft  of  inquiry  in  rcfpeft  of  Iliips,  which  are  always  conftrufted  fp 
as  to  float  upright,  even  before  any  ballafl  or  lading  has  been  added 
to  them. 

'  '  jN'Ionf.  Rommc,  in  his  valuable  work  on  naval  architecture, 
intituled  L'Art-  de  la  IWarine,  publiftied  at  Paris  in  the  year  1787, 
informs  his  readers  (p.  106),  that  the  French  fliip  of  the  line  of  7.;}. 
guns,  called  Le  Scipion,  was  firll  fitted  for  fea  at  Rochfort  in  the 
year  1779.  ^^  foon  ^z  the  fliip  was  floated  in  detp  water,  a  fuf- 
picion  arofe  that  fhe  wanted  {lability ;  to  afcertain  this  point  the 
guns  were  run  out  on  out  fide,  and  drawn  in  at  the  other ;  in  con- 
lequence,  the  fliip  heeled  13  inches  (probably  meaning  at  the  great- 
eft  meafure  on  the  fide  of  the  veOel)  :  by  adding  the  weight  of  the 
men  brought  to  the  fame  fide,  the  depth  of  heeling  increafed  to  24 
inches.  This  being  a  degree  of  inflabiiity,  which  was  deemed  too 
great  to  be  admitted  in  a  fhip  of  war,  the  fhip  was  ordered  into 
port,  that  f'ome  remedy  might  be  applied  to  the  defeft  which  had 
been  difcovered.  M.  Romme  proceeds  to  relate,  that  a  difference 
of  opinion  prevailed  amongft  the  engineers  refpeding  the  caufe  pf 

this 
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tJris  imperfecflion  in   the  fliip,  and  the  remedies  by  which  it  might 
be  coireded.     The  chief  engineer,  who  was   fent  from    P;:ris  to 
Rochfort  to  dired:  what  meafures  ought  to  be  adopted  on  this  occa- 
Ijon,  and   for  reftifying   the   like   fault  in  two  other  ibips  of  war, 
L'Hercule  and  Le  Piuton,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  ftabiiity  of  the 
fliip  Le  Scipion  would  be  fnfficiently  increafed  by  altering  the  qua- 
lity and  difpoficion  of  the  balhift.     The  original  ballafr  of  the  Sci- 
pio  had  been  84.  tons  af  iron  and  100  tons  of  fk)ne ;  according  to 
the  new  arrangement  of  the  chief  engineer,  the  baliaft   was  tom- 
pofed  of  198  tons  of  iron  and  152  tons  of  (lone.      But  as  a  fiiip  of 
war  does  not  admit  of  any  alteration  in   the  total  difplacement  cr 
i-mmerfed  volume,  to  compenfate  for  the  additional  weight  of  bal- 
lad, amounting  to  136  tons,  the  quantity  of  water  with  which  the 
fliip  had  been  fupplied  wa-s  dimlnilbed  by  the  weight  of  136  tons. 
This  alteration  mull  neceffiirily  have  the  effeft  of  lowering  the  cen- 
tre of  gravity  of  the  veflel,  and  thereby  of  increafing  its  Ib.bility  : 
but,  on  trial,  this   increafe  was  by  no  means  fufficient ;  the  dimi- 
uution  of  heeling  meafured  on  the  vefiel's  lide  being  only  4  inches^ 
After  this  and  other  inefleftual  attempts,  the  defed  of  ftability  was 
at  length  remedied  by  applying  a  bandage  or  n]eathing  of  light  wood 
to  the  exterior  fides  of  the  veiTel,  from  i  foot, to  4  inches  in  thick- 
nefs,  extending  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  water  line,  and 
10  feet  beneath  it, 

'  This  account  flievrs  that  the  theoiy  of  ftabiiity,  reftrained  to 
cafes  in  which  the  angles  of  inclination,  or  heeling,  are  verv  fmall, 
cannot  be  relied  on  for  afcertaining  the  requiiite  ftability  of  fliips 
in  the  practice  of  navigation.  It  muft  be  fuppofed  that  the  weipht 
End  dimenfions  of  every  pait  of  this  fliip  were  exaftly  known  to 
the  engineer's,  yet  we  obferve  that  the  inftability  was  not  certainly 
;:fcertained,  but  fufpefted  only  to  exift  when  the  fliip  was  firll:  fet 
t:;loat  in  deep  water ;  and  after  this  defeft  had  been  difcovered  by 
the  experiment  which  has  been  related,  the  caufe  was  fougiit  for  in 
vain,  and  the  remedy  at  length  was  (tumbled  upon  bv  accident,  ra- 
ther than  adopted  from  any  knowledge  of  the  principles  by  which 
the  application  of  it  might  have  been  direfled. 

'  It  feems  allowable  to  fuppofe,  that  if  rules  for  afcertainino- {la- 
bility correfpondent  to  any  different  angles  of  heeling,  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  are  demonftrated  in  page  60,  and  exemplified  in  pane 
115  of  this  trai3:,  had  been  applied  to  the  cafe  in  quefcion,  they 
would  have  difcovered  that  an  error  in  tlie  form  given  to  the  fides 
of  the  vedil  was  the  principal  caufc  of  the  defeftive  liability,  and 
would  have  fuggefted  the  remedy  accordingly;  or  rather  would 
have  prevented  the  necefiity  of  having  recourle  to  it,  bv  previoully 
flievving  the  original  defeifls  in  the  plan  of  the  fiiip. 

'  The  force  of  liability  by  which  lliips,  when  inclined  round 
the  longer  axis  from  their  pofitlon  of  equilibrium  through  different 
;9ni;les,  endeavour  to  regain  that  pofition,  is  to  be  conlidcred  in  two 
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points  pf  view  refpecling  the  motion  of  a  veffel  at  fea ;  firft,  in  re- 
lation to  the  refiftance  by  which  it  oppofes  sny  force  that  may  be  ■ 
applied  to  incline  the  fnip,  for  inllance,  that  of  the  wind  ;  in  which 
cafe  the  fliip's  itability,  and  the  iinpiilfe  of  the  wind,  ccnilitiite  a 
fpecies   of  equilibrium   as  long  as  the  wind  continues  0^  the  fsme 
intenhty.     Secondly,  th.e  force  :>f  {lability   is  to   be  confidered  as   - 
operating  on  the  fhip,  after  the  force  by  which  it  has  been  inclined 
ceiifcs,  to  reftore  the  velfel  to  its  upright  pofition ;  the  fliip  being 
continuaHy   impelled  by  the  force  of  ftability,  revolves  round  an 
horizontal  axis,  nahing  througli  the  centre  of  gravity  with  an  in- 
crerJing  velocity,  till   it  arrives  at  iis  upright  pofition  ;  and  after- 
wards  with  a  velocity   continually   retarded,  till   it   arrives  at  the 
greatpft  iiiclir^.tion  on   the  other  fide.     This  rolling  of  the  (hip, 
wirh    il'ermte  accrleration  and  retardation  of  the  angular  velocity, 
will  evidently  d^epend  on  •:he  force  by  which  the  angular  motion  is 
generated  ;  that  is,  on  the  force  of  ftability,  and  its  variation  corre- 
fpondiiig;  to  the  feveral  angular  diftances  of  the  vefTel  from  its  up- 
rigln  pofition;  from  this  caufe  arifes  one  of  the  principal  difficulties 
iti  the  praftice  of  naval  architeftnre  ;  i.  e.  to  give  a  veflel  a  futJi- 
cient  degree  of  flabiiity,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  avoid  the  inconve- 
niences whicli  proceed  from  an  angular  velocity  of  rolling,  increaf- 
ing  and  detrenfing  too  rapidly.     It  is  certain  that  the  variation  of 
the  force  of  ftability  depends  principally  on  the  fhape  given  to  the 
fides  o\  the  vefftl,  which  admit  of  being  fo  conftrufted  (all  other 
circumftances  permitting)  that  the  force  liiail  increafe  either  flowly 
or  rapidly  to  its  liinir. 

'-.  From  the  preceding  inN  efligations  we  obferve  that  fome  floating 
bodies,  d'.U'ing  their  inclination  from  0°  to  90"^,  pafs  through  a  po- 
fition of  cqiiiiibrium,  in  which  the  force  of  flabiiity  becomes  eva- 
ncfceiit :  in  other  bodies,  no  hmit  of  this  kind  takes  place;  a  dif- 
ferei-,cevvhich  depends  partly  on  their  forms,  and  partly  on  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the.centres  of  gravity  of  the  folids  and  of  the  immerfed 
volumes,  it  may  be  fatisfa<flory  to  confider,  in  a  general  view, 
the  effects  produced  on  the  motion  of  fliips  by  the  different  pro- 
portions of  their  ftability  while  they  are  inclined  round  the  longer 
axes.  IF  a  vefli:!  Qiould  be  of  a  cylindrical  form,  floating  with  its 
axis  horizontal,  the  vertical  feftions  muft  neceffarily  be  equal  cir- 
cles :  fuppoiing  the  centre  of  gravity  of  fuch  a  cylinder  to  be  fitu- 
a;ed  out  of  the  axis,  the  velfel  will  float  permanently  with  its  centre 
of  gravity,  and  the  centre  of  the  feftion  pafhng  through  it,  in  the 
fame  vertical  line  :  if  fuch  a  veifel  fiiould  be  inclined  from  the  up- 
right by  external  force,  it  will  be  impelled  in  a  contrary  direftion  by 
the  force  of  ftability,  which  increafes  exactly  in  the  proportion  of 
the  fine  of  the  ^angie  of  inclination :  it  is  plain,  therefore,  that  a 
veird  of  this  defcription,  dunijg  its  inclination  by  heeling,  cannot 
arrive  at  any  linrt  where  the  force  of  ftability  is  e%'anefcent ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  muft  continually  increafe  until  the  inclination  is 
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augmented  to  go*',  where  it  will  have  become  greater  than  at  any 
other  angle. 

'  Let  another  cafe  be  afliimed  :  fuppofe  the  form    of  the  veHei 
to  be  a  fquare  parallelopi;ied,  floating  permanently  with  one  of  the 
flat  furfaces  upward  ;  when  this  folid  has  been  inclined  round  the 
longer  axis  through  45  degrees,  the  {lability  will  be  evanelcent,  and 
the  leall  inclination  greater  than  that  angle  will  caufe   the  veflel  to 
overfet :  in  this  cafe,  as  the  veflel  is  gradually  inclined  from  the 
upright,  the  {lability  will  Urd  increafe  to  a  maximum,  and  after- 
wards decreafe;  differing  altogetner  from  the  variation  of  the  {labi- 
lity in  the  preceding  cafe,  when  the  veflfel  was  fuppofed  to  be  of  a 
cylindrical  forn;.     Although  veflc's  are  ufually  fo  conflrufted  that 
during  any  inclination  fi-om  0°  to  90°  they  do  not  pais  through  a 
pofition  of  equilibrumi ;  yet  there  i^^ems  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  in 
fome  veflels  the  {lability  increafes  to  a  maximum,  and  afterwards 
decreafes  when  the  angle  of  incHnation  is  farther  augmented  :  when- 
ever a  veflel  of  this  defcription  fliould  be  inclined  beyond  rhe  angle 
where  the  (lability  is  greatell,  the  foUov/ing  confequence  mu{l  ne- 
ceflarily  enfue  ;   if  the  angular  velocity  {hould  be  con{iderab!e,  the 
rolling  of  the  (hip  will  be  extended  to  large  angles  of  inclination, 
becaufe  when  the  flabilitv  is  more  and  more  diminiflied  as  the  an- 
gle  of  inclination  is  augmented,  more  time  will  be  required  for  the 
diminiftied  force  to  reaft  againft  the  ponderous  mafs  of  the  veflel, 
'  in  order  to  re{lore  it  to  the  upright.     It  is  certain  that  the  angle,  as 
well  as  tiie  celerity  or  flownefs  of  rolling,  depend  on  other  elements, 
as  well  as  on  the  {lability,  particularly  on  the  weight  and  extent  of 
the  malls  and  fails,  and  the  pofition  of  the  ballall  and  lading  :  but 
in  comparing  the  vibrations   of  the  fame  velfei  through  different 
arcs,  thofe  elements  are  the  fame,  while  the  force  of  {lability  alters 
continually  as  the  angles  of  inclination  are  increafed  or  diminiflied.' 
p.  n6. 

Art.  VI.  Account  of  the  Difcovery  of  a  new  Comet.  By 
Mifs  Caroline  Herfchel.  In  a  Letter  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
Bart.  K.  B.  P.  R.  S. 

Mifs  Herfchel  difcovered  a  comet  In  November,  1795, 
whofe  places  are  thus  given  by  her — 
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and  (he  tells  us,  that  it  will  pafs  between  the  head  of  the 
fwan  and  the  lyre,  in  going  towards  the  fun.  Its  motion  was 
then  retrograde.  But  a  remark  of  her  brother,  from  anobfer- 
vation  on  November  9,  is  of  more  importance — 

'  ii''  59'.     The  comet  is  now  centrally  upon  a  fmall  {lar  north 

follow- 
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following  15  Cvgni.  It  is  a  fmall  telefcopic  ftar  of  about  the  i  ittl 
or  i2th  magnitude,  and  is  double,  very  unequal,  the  fmalleft  of 
the  two  beincr  much  fn-ialler  than  the  fargen-. 

<-  With  a  power  of  287  I  can  fee  the  fmnlleft  of  the  two  ftars 
perfeaiy  well ;  this  ihews  how  little  deniity  there  is  in  the  comet, 
which  is  evidently  nothing  but  what  may  be  called  a  collection  of 
vapours.'     i'.  133. 

Art.  VII.  Mr.  Jones's  Computation  of  the  Hyperbolic 
Logarithm  of  10  improved r  being  a  Transformation  of  the 
Series  which  he  ufed  in  that  Computation  to  others  which 
converge  by  the  Powers  of  80.  To  which  is  added  a  Poll- 
fcript,  containing  an  Improveme-nt  of  Mr.  Emeribu's  Com- 
putation of  the  fame  Logarithm.  By  the  Rev.  John  Hellins, 
Vicar  of  Potter's  Pury,  "in  Northamptonfhire.  Communicat- 
cp   by   Nevil   Maitelyne,   D.  D.    F.  R.  S.   and    Aftronomer 

Royal. 

By  increafing  the  convergency  of  a  ferics,  the  operation  is 
much  facilitated ;  and  in  this  cafe  the  new  ieries  offer  advan- 
tages, which  will  be  feized  by  every  perfon  empioyed  in  this 
ibrt  of  calculation. 

Art.  VIII.  Maniere  elementaired'obtenir  les  Suites  par  les- 
tjnelles  s'  expriment  les  Quantites  exponentielles  et  les  Fonc- 
tions  trigonometriques  des  Arcs  circulaires.  Par  Al.  Simon 
L'Huilier,  F.  R.  S. 

We  cannot  conceive  what  poffible  reafon  there  could  be» 
— unlefs  to  avoid  a  little  trouble  may  be  called  a  fuflicient  rea- 
fon,— for  giving  thib  article  in  a  modern  language  different  from 
our  own.  There  is  nothing  in  the  ftyle  which  renders  it  dif- 
ficult to  be  tranflateJ  j  and  it  is  too  great  a  compliment  to  the 
French  language,  to  require  every  mathematician  in  England 
to  be  acquainted  with  it.— The  paper  is  both  iifeful  and  inge- 
nious. It  is  divided  into  three  parts,  the  firit  on  logarithms  ; 
the  fecond  on  the  fines,  cofines,  and  tangents,  of  circular 
arcs ;  the  third  on  the  analogy  between  logarithms  and  the 
trigonometrical  fundlions  of  circular  arcs. 

Every  perfon  at  all  acquainted  with  thefe  fubje£ls  knows 
thedifuculty  in  which,  to  a  learner,  they  are  at  prefent  involved : 
and  an  elementary  mode  of  arriving  at  the  fame  conclufions 
is  evidently  advantageous.  This  is  given  to  us  in  a  very  neat 
manner  by  the  writer  of  this  paper.  He  lays  down  as  a  lem- 
ma, that  '  the  differences  of  the  natural  numbers  of  an  or- 
der, expreffed  by  the  exponent  of  thefe  powers,  is  a  conftant 
quantity.' 

The  Hrfl  differences  of  the  natural  numbers  are  unity  ;  and 
the  following  differences  vanidi. 

The  firfi  dlfl-erences  of  the  fqnare  numbers  are  n^ — {n—i-Y 
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ox  In — I.  Therefore  the  fecond  differences  are  1x2,  and 
the  next  differences  vanifh. 

The  firfl  differences  of  the  cubes  are  «^ — [n — i)^,  or 
2n'^—Zn-{-i.  Therefore  the  third  differences  are  1.2.3,  and 
the  next  differences  vanifh. 

Generally  the  firfl  differences  of  the  ?«th  power  are  «" — 

{n — i)",  and  the  wth  differences  are  1.2.3 ^i  ^""^  ^'^^ 

next  differences  vanifh. 

Upon  this  lemma  is  built  the  future  invefligation.  A  geo- 
metrical feries  is  laid  down  1,  «,  a^,  cr  .  .  .  .  a'^~^y  of  which 
the  various  orders  of  differences  are  taken ;  fubftitutions  are 
made  from  the  preceding  lemma,  and  hence  is  eafily  brought 

.  .-u    r    ■               .    z       »  .    4         I        Jy.0  lotr.  i+y 
out  the  feries  i — y  +  « — u^-{-v^=: r= 1 — l:: 1— 

By  the  fame  mode  of  dedu6lion,  we  obtain  the  ufual  feries 
for  the  fines  and  tangents  of  circular  arcs  ;  and  this  mode,  we 
have  no  doubt,  will  foon  appear  in  an  Englifli  drefs  in  our 
common  elementary  books. 

Art.  IX.  On  the  Method  of  obferving  the  Changes  tliat 
happen  to  the  Fixed  Stars;  with  fome  Remarks  on  the  Stabi- 
lity of  the  Light  of  our  Sun.  To  which  is  added,  a  Catalogue 
of  comparative  Brightnefs,  for  afcertaining  the  Permanency 
of  the  Luflre  of  Stars.  By  William  Herfchel,  LL.  D, 
F.  R.  S. 

Every  thing  is  changeable  in  this  world  :  and  the  true  phl- 
lofopher  is  gratified  by  the  obfervation  of  the  changes,  and 
the  caufes  which  produced  them.  In  fome  cafes  the  change 
may  be  fo  fmal),  that  a  length  of  years  is  neceffary  to  make  it 
perceptible  j  and  in  many  cafes,  from  the  firfl  flate  not  having 
been  fufliciently  afcertained,  the  variation  is  rendered  doubt- 
ful. From  a  combination  of  obfervations  and  reafonings  upon 
them,  it  appears  probable  that  very  great  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  brightnefs  of  the  flars  and  of  our  fun  :  but  how- 
are  the  former  changes  to  be  afcertained  without  a  proper 
ftandard  .''  and  where  is  that  flandard  to  be  difcovered  ^  Still 
aflronomers  m.ay  be  ufefully  employed  in  comparing  together 
various  flars,  and  in  forming  catalogues  according  to  their 
brightnefs.  An  experienced  obfcrver  like  Dr.  Herfchel  may  in 
fome  cafes  be  deceived  :  but  great  reliance  may  be  placed  on 
Jiis  fkill.  The  method  which  he  lias  laid  down  is  very  fim- 
ple.  The  ftars  in  each  conflellation  are  arranged  in  one  fe- 
ries; arid  various  marks  are  fet  down  for  the  afcertaining  of 
their  comparative  brightnefs.  Thus  a  catalogue  is  made  of 
tlic  brightnefs  of  the  flars  in  nine  conflellations  ;  and  in  time 
.the  brightnefs  of  all  in  our  hemifphere  will  be  determined. 
From  a  comparirca  of  this  catalogue  with  that  of  Flamfleed, 
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great  changes  have  evidently  taken  place  :  but,  if  our  prefent 
cbfen-er  continues  his  career,  pollerity  v/ili  be  enabled  to  form 
3  better  judgment  of  l,he  extent  of  thefe  changes,  and  nuay 
thence  afvive  to  the  knowledge  of  the  caufe  1  his  country, 
perhaps,  is  not  very  favourable  for  fuch  exertions  :  but  when 
men  have  rot  rid  of  the  folly  of  killing  each  other  to  gratify  the 
caprice  of  half  a  dozen,  oftentimes  infignificant  and  ibll  oftener 
wicked,  individuals,- or,  what  is  as  bad,  for  the  monopohfing 
of  fome  of  the  comforts  of  the  earth  to  themfelves— there  are 
hopes  that  we  may  have  obfervers  in  thofe  parts  of  the  globe 
which  are  beft  fulted  to  aftronomical  obfervations. 

Art.  X.  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  the  Infleaion, 
Refleaion,  and  Colours  of  Light.  Dy  Henry  Brougham, 
Jun.  Efq.     Communicated  by  Sir  Charles  Blagden,  Knt.  bee. 

R.  S. 

The  experiments  of  fir  Ifaac  Newton  are  well  known  to 
our  readers ;  and  it  is  equally  well  known,  that  the  fubjed  was 
by  nb  means  exhauiled  by  h'im.  To  the  writer  of  the  prefent 
paper  we  are  indebted  for  the  defcription  of  a  feries  of  very 
curious  and  nice  experiments,  which  the  limits  of  our  plan  do 
not  permit  us  to  give  at  large  :  and  it  would  fuffer  too  much 
by  an  abridgment.  From  his  firil  experiments  he  learnt  that 
the  parts  of  light  differ  in  flexibility,  and  this  naturally  led  him 
to  inquire  *  in  what  proportion  the.  angle  of  inflexion  is  to 
tliat  of  defleaion  at'equal  incidences-,  and  fecondly,  what 
proportion  the  different  flexibilities  of  the  different  rays  bear  - 

.  to  oii-c  another.'    In  this  inquiry,  his  experiments  led  him  to 

'    the  loUowiiig  conclufions — 

*  The  firft  experiment  fliows,  that  all  forts  of  light,  whether  di- 
reft,  or  reflected,  cr  refrafted,  produces  colours  by  vefle(flion  from 
a  curve  furface.  From  the  fecond  we  learn,  that  thefe  colours  are 
^iftin<5l  images  or  fpeftra  of  the  luminous  body,  much  dilated  in 
length,  but  not  at  all  in  breadth  ;  and  that  the  angle  of  incidence 
being  changed,  the  dilatation  of  the  images  is  alfo  changed :  and 
from  the  third  experiment  it  appears,  that  each  full  image  is  com- 
pofed  of  feven  colours;  red,  orange,  yellow,  green,  blue,  indigo, 
and  violet ;  and  that  the  proper  order  is  red  outermoft,  and  violet 
jnnermofi:,  the  reft  being  in  their  order.  The  fourth  experin.ent 
fhoivs,  that  thefe  images  are  produced,  not  by  any  accidental  or 
new  modification  impi-elTed  on  the  rays,  but  by  the  white  light  being 
decompofed  by  reflection  ;  that  the  mean  rays,  or  thofe  at  the  con- 
fine of  the  green  and  blue,  arereflefted  at  an  angle  equal  to  that  of 
incidence,  and  the  red  at  a  lefs,  the  violet  at  a  greater  angle.  Ex- 
•pcriments  5th  and  6tb  prove,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  decompofition 
ar»d  feparation  of  the  rays  by  reflection  ;  for  in  both  we  fee  that  the 
colours  in  the  images  aie  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  which  were  mixed 


PhihfophtcalTraJifa^lionsfor  ilg6.     Parti.  13 

in  the  ray  by  refleftlon   or   refraclion,  before   and  at  incidence, 
vv'hilft  the  6th  is  (in  addition)  a  proof  that  all  the  rays  of  any  one 
image,  if  mixed  together,  compound  a  beam  exactly  fimilar  to  the 
beam  that  was  at  firft  decompounded.     The  7ih  experiment  fliov/s, 
that  the  colours  into  which  the  rays  are  feparated  by  reflexion  are 
homogeneous  and  unchangeable ;  that  they  differ  in  flexibility  and 
refrangibiiity ;  that  they  bear  the  fame  part  in  forming  images  by 
refleftion,  and  fringes   by   fiexion,  and  colours   from  thin   pbtes, 
which  the  rays  feparated  by  the  prifm  do :  and  in  the  8th  experi- 
ment we  fee,  that  when  the  rays  are  placed  in  the  fame  frtuatioa 
with  refpeft  to  refraftion,  whether  out  of  a  rarer  into  a  denier  or  a 
denfer  into  a  rarer  medium,  in  which  they  before  were  with  refpeft 
to  refiedion,  the  pofition  of  the  colours  produced   is  diametrically 
oppofite  in  the  two  cafes.     Seeing  then  that   in  all  forts  of  light, 
direcl,  refrafted,  refledted,  fimple,  and  homogeneous,  or    hetero- 
geneous and  compounded,  and  in  whatever  way  the  feparation  and 
mixture  may  have  been  made,  fome  of  the  rays  at  eq^jal  or  the  fame 
incidences  are  conftantly  reflefted  nearer  the  perpendicular  than  the 
mean  rays,  and  others  not  (o  near ;  and  feeing  that  by  fuch  reflec- 
tion the  compound  ray,  of  whatever  kind,  is  feparated  into  parts  i'o. 
fimple  that  they  can  never  more  be  changed  ;  and  confidering  tlie 
diiterent  places  to  which  thefe  parts  are  refie6led  ;  it  is  evident,  that 
the   fun's   light   confifts  of  parts  diiferent  in  reflexlbiiity,  and  that 
thofe  which  are  leaft  refrangible  are  moil:  reliexlble.     By  reflexlbi- 
iity, I  here  mean  a  difpofition  to  be  reflefted  near  to  ttie  perpendi- 
cular in  any  desjree. 

*  Although  I  have  given  what  I  take  to  be  Uifficient  proof  oi 
this  property  of  light,  yet  I  am  aware  that  fomething  more  is  re- 
quifite.  It  will  be  alked,  why  does  neither  a  plain,  a  common 
convex,  nor  a  common  concave  mirror  feparate  the  rays  by  reflec- 
tioa  ?  This  is  what  has  always  hindered  us  from  «ven  fulpedtiiig 
fuch  a  thing  as  dififerent  refiexibility.  I  fliall,  however,  take  aa 
opportunity  of  removing  this  obftacle,'  in  the  fecond  part  of  the 
plan,  when  I  come  to  explain  the  reafon  of  the  colours  made  by 
the  reileffing  body,  and  the  manner  of  their  formation/     p.  244.. 

The  experiments  and  obfervatlons  next  made  enabled  hira 

•  To  give  a  very  fliort  fummary  of  optical  fcience.  When  the 
particles  of  light  pafs  at  a  certain  diftance  from  any  body,  a  repul- 
sive power  drives  them  off;  at  a  dilbnce  a  little  lefs,  this  power 
becomes  attraftive ;  at  a  Uill  lefs  diflance,  it  again  becomes  repul- 
five ;  and  at  the  leaft  diftance,  it  becomes  attnuTtive  as  before  ;  al- 
ways aAing  in  the  fani-e  dircAion.  Tliefe  things  hold  whatever  be 
the  (lireftion  of  the  particles ;  but  if,  when  produced,  it  palles 
through  the  body,  then  the  neareft  rcpulfive  force  drives  the  parti- 
cles back,  and  the  neareft  attraftive  force  either  tranfmits  them,  or 
turns  tbeai  out  of  their  courfe  during  tranfmilhon.     Farther,  the 
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particles  differ  in  their  difpofitions  to  be  afted  upon  by  this  power, 
in  all  thefe  varieties  of  exertion  ;  and  thofe  which  arfe  moft  ftrongly 
affefled  by  its  exertion  in  one  cafe,  are  alfo  moft  ftrongly  affeded 
bv  that  exertion  when  varied  ;  except  in  the  cafes  of  refraaion,  of 
which  we  before  fpoke  ;  and  thefe  difpofitions  of  the  parts  are  in 
all  the  cafes  in  the.  fame  harmonical  ratio.  Laftly,  the  caufe  of 
thefe  different  difpofitions  is  the  magnitude  of  the  particles  being 
various.!     p.  366. 

After  defcribing  his  laft  fet  of  experiments,  our  author  gives 
us  the  refult  of 'his  obfervations  in  the  following  propofi- 
tions — 

«  Prop.  I.  The  angles  of  inflexion  and  deflexion  are  equal,  at 
equal  incidences. 

*  Prop.  n.  The  fine  of  inflexion  is  to  that  of  incidence  in  3 
given  ratio  (which  is  determined  in  the  paper.) 

'  Prop.  III.  The  fun's  light  confifts  of  parts  which  differ  in  de- 
gree of  inflexibility  and  defiexibility,  thofe  which  are  moft  refrangi- 
ble being  leaft  flexible. 

«  Prop.  IV.  The  flexibilities  of  the  rays  are  inverfely  as  their 
refrangibilities  ;  and  the  fpeftrum  by  flexion  is  divided  by  the  har- 
monical ratio,  like  the  fpeftrum  by  refraftion. 

*  Prop.  V.  The  angle  of  refledlion  is  not  equal  to  that  of  inci- 
dence, except  in  particular  (though  common)  combinations  of  cir- 
cumftances,  and  in  the  mean  rays  of  the  fpedrum. 

«  Prop.  W.  The  rays  which  are  moft  refrangible  are  leaft  reflex- 
ible,  or  make  the  leaft  angle  of  refleftion. 

*  Prop.  VII.  The  reflexibilities  of  the  different  rays  are  inverfe- 
ly as  their  refrangibilities,  and  the  fpeftrum  hy  reflection  is  divided 
in  the  harmonical  ratio,  like  that  by  refraftion. 

'  Prop.  VIII.  The  fines  of  refleiStion  of  the  different  rays  are 
in  given  ratios  to  thofe  of  incidence  (which  are  determined  in  the 
paper.) 

*  Prop.  IX.  The  ratio  of  the  fizes  of  the  different  parts  of  light 
are  found. 

'  Prop.  X.  The  colours  of  natural  bodies  are  found  to  depend 
on  the  different  reflexibilities  of  the  rays,  and  fometimes  on  their 
flexibilities. 

'  Prop.  XI.  The  ravs  of  light  are  reflefled,  refraded,  inflecfled, 
and  deflefted,  by  one  and  the  fame  power,  varioufly  exerted  in  dif- 
ferent circumftances.'      p.  276. 

,  Art.  XI.  Meteorological  Journal,  kept  at  the  Apartments 
of  the  Royal  Society,  by  order  of  the  Prefident  and  Council. 
The  chief  thing  which  ftruck  us  here,  is  the  fame  that  we 
have  already  noted, — the  remarkable  agreem.ent  between  Mr, 
Six's  thermometer  and    the  common  thermometer  vidthout 
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«Joors.  As  we  faid  before,  there  was  no  fuch  agreement  du- 
ring a  long  feries  of  obfervations  made  by  ourfelves ;  and  we 
with  that  the  perfons,  who  for  the  laft  year  have  kept  a  me- 
teorological journal  with  Six's  and  the  common  thermometer, 
would  compare  together  their  journal  with  this  kept  by  the 
fociety  for  the  laft  year,  and  favour  us  with  the  refult  of  their 
comparifon.  The  queflion  is,  how  many  times  in  the  courfe 
of  the  vear,  did  Six's  colunnn  agree  with  the  common  thermo- 
meter column  ?  The  anfwer  to  this  queflion  is  interefting  to 
tlie  public. 


Edward,     Furious  Finvs  of  Human  Nature,  taken  from  Life 
and  A4anneys^  chiefly  in  England,     By  the  Author  of  Zelucn. 
•     iVoli,     '^vo,    'l6i.  Boards.     Cadeii  <^/;<^  Davies.     1796- 

'■■pKE  celebrity  which  Dr.  Moore  has  juflly  acquired  in  this 
-*■  particular  walk' of  literature  by  the  produclion  of  his  Ze- 
luco,  has  operated  upon  theexpe£lation  of  the  public,  to  whom 
the  prefent  publication  has  been  long  fince  announced,  in  a 
manner  at  once  flattering  to  the  author  and  unfavourable  to  the 
reception  "of  the  work.  Expe£tations  highly  raifed  are  feldora 
fully  gratified  :  and  the  writer  who  has  once  produced  a  fa- 
vourite piece,  experiences  too  often  a  formidable  rival  to  any 
fubfequent  one,  in  his  own  fame.  It  is  not  neceflary,  howe- 
ver, in  order  to  form  a  juvt  eft^imate  of  our  new  acquainfance 
Edv/ard,  to  draw  invidious  comparifons  between  him  and  any 
old  acquaintance  to  whom  we  may  have  been  partial  : — let 
each  fland  upon  his  own  merit. 

Edward  will  be  found  to  have  little  claim  to  notice  upon 
the  common  ground  of  thefe  productions,  an  intereft  creat- 
ed by  the  hero  of  the  ftory  -,  for  the  thread  of  adventure 
by  which  he  is  conncded  with  the  other  charadfters  of  the 
piece,  is  flight ;  and  in  general  the  incidents  are  fuch  as 
barely  keep  up  its  title  to  the  name  of  a  regular  novel: 
but  it  has  great  merit  as  a  feries  of  converfation- pieces, 
exhibiting  flcetches  of  real  life  and  manners.  In  this  way 
of  writir.g  Dr.  ?»Ioore  excels  ;  and  his  knowledge  ot  cha- 
raders,  flirewdnefs  of  remark,  and  flrokes  of  genuine  hu- 
mour, are  calculated  to  afford  much  inftruftion  and  entertain- 
ment. The  chara<fters  that  arc  exhibited  with  moft  effeCJ;,  are 
a  Mr.  Barnet,  who  is  a  good  portrait,  not  only  of  an  indivi- 
dual, but  of  a  clafs.  Indolent  and  felf-indulgcnt,  the  plea- 
fures  of  a  good  table  are  his  fr.'mnium  bonum  ;  and  iiaving  never 
had  occafion  to  cultivate  his  faculties  by  any  perfonal  exertion, 
he  finks  into  that  kind  of  lethargy  which  is  too  common  with 
men  ofeafy  .fortunes  after  the  middle  term  af  life. — His  wife, 
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a  woman  of  fenfe  and  temper,  under  the  veil  of  conflant  aC- 
Gui'^'fcence  in  her  hufband's  way  of  thinking,  has  the  dexterity 
to  keep  his  propenfuies  within  tolerable  bounds*  and  to  lead 
him  into  occafional  ads  of  beneficence.  Lord  Torpid,  Car- 
naby  Shadow,  and  others  of  the  faineant  tribe,  are  well  deli- 
neated. 

Of  the  charader  of  Mr.  Barnet  the  following  fcene  may 
give  a  fpecimen. — Mrs.  Barnet  wifliing  to  go  out  on  a  vifit  of 
charity — 

'  That  (he  niight  have  the  more  time  for  this  jaunt,  no  company 
\  being  invited  but  the  parfon,  fne  propofed  next  day  to  her  hulband, 
that  they  fliould  dine  a  little  earlier  than  ufual ;  and  to  induce  him 
to  agree  to  her  propofal,  flie  hinted  that  two  or  three  of  his  favour- 
ite diflies  were  ordered  for  dinner. 

'  He  immediately  aHented ;  but  unfortunately  when  the  dinner 
was  ferved,  Mr.  Barnet  had  little  or  no  appetite,  and  was  in  very 
ill-humour.  It  is  not  quite  clear  whether  his  ill-humour  deprived 
him  of  appetite,  or  his  want  of  appetite  put  him  into  ill-humour ; 
but  it  is  certain,  that  he  fat  down  to  dinner  with  both  thofe  difagree- 
able  guefts,  and  as  the  firft  was  greatly  difliked  by  Mr.  Barnet,  and 
the  fecond  by  his  wife,  it  is  probable  that  neither  was  invited,  but 
that  the  one  introduced  the  other. 

*  Mr.. Barnet  had  hardly  tafted  the  carp,  till  he  declared  that  it 
was  not  fufficiently  done. — It  was  immediately  fent  back  to  the 
cook.  On  its  return,  Barnet  fwore  it  was  worfe  than  at  firfl,  quite 
over-ftewed,  and  abfolutely  not  eatable. — "  This  mutton,  howe- 
Ter,  is  excellent,  my  dear,"  faid  Mrs,  Barnet,  "  fhall  I  have  the 
pleauire  of  helping  you  to  a  littler" 

"  No — I  am  furfeited  with  mutton,"  anfwered  Barnet  peevifli- 
ly. — "  But  I  vvilh  you  had  only  thought  of  ordering  fome  of  the 
venifon  we  had  yefterday  to  be  ftewed. — I  fliould  have  liked  ahttle 
of  that ;  but  no  fuch  thing  is  ever  thought  of  in  my  family." 

'  As  he  finilhed  his  obfervation,  a  footman  entered  with  a  difii 
of  ftewed  venifon. 

"  I  am  glad,  my  dear,"  faid  Mrs.  Barnet,  "  that  it  has  happen- 
ed to  be  thought  of  to-day." 

'  Barnet  was  more  difappointed  at  lofing  a  pretext  for  venting  his 
ill-humour,  than  pleafed  at  the  appearance  of  the  difti  .After  fwal- 
lowing  a  few  mouthfuls.  he  fent  it  away,  faying,  "  it  was  fmoked," 

"  Allow  me  to  help  you  to  a  wing  of  a  chicken,  my  dear," 
refumed  Mrs.  Barnet ;  "  you  ufed  to  hke  chicken,  with  a  flice  of 
tongue." 

"  Is  the  tongue  fmoked  r"  faid  Barnet. 

"  No,  my  dear,"  replied  his  wife. 

,  "  Then  I  am  for  none  of  either,"  faid  Barnet ;  «  though,  if 
the  tongue  liad  been  fmoked  inftead  of  the  venifon,  I  might  have 
nude  a  tolerable  dinner." 
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*  Mrs.  Barnet  nodded  to  a  footman,  who  ifnmediately  withdrew. 
"  Jt  is  very  hard,"  continued  Mr.   Barnet,  "  that'  they   flionid 
Jtiave  fpoiled  one  difli,  by  what  would  have  rendered  the  otiier  ex- 
cellent." 

"  It  is  fortuilafe,  my  dear,  that  we  chance  to  have  a  very  good 
fmoked  tongue  alfo,"  faid  Mrs.  Barnet ;  "  and  here  it  comes,'' 
continued  fhe,  as  the  fervant  returned.  "  Pray  try  this  wing  with 
a  flice  of  it." 

'  Barnet,  quite  at  a  lofs  what  fault  to  find  next,  accepted  the  diflx 
with  which  his  wife  preferited  him  ;  but  being  entirely  without  ap- 
petite, after  mincing  the  meat,  and  playing  a  little  with  the  knife 
and  fork,  he  gave  his  plate  to  a  footman,  faying,  "  I  think  I  ftiould 
prefer  fomething  cold  ;  but  I  fuppofe  there  is  no  cold  meat  in  the 
howfe." 

"  Forgive  me,  my  dear,  you  may  have  either  a  fliCe  of  cold  beef 
or  cold  veal;  which  do  vou  chufer"  faid  Mrs.  Birnet. 

"  Is  there  any  cold  mutton  ?"  the  hulband  afked. 

"  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  feen  you  eat  cold  mutton," 
jreplied  the  wife. 

"  I  fiioufd  like  it  very  much  at  prefent,  however,"  faid  Bar- 
net  :  and  having  at  length  hit  on  what  he  thought  a  juft  caufe  of 
difcontent,  continued  grumbling  till  the  dinner  was  rernoved  ;  and 
Mrs.  Barnet  novi'  perceiving  that  he  had  more  fatisfaftion  in  that, 
than  in  any  thing  that  could  be  done  or  faid  to  plea fe  him,  allowed 
Iiim  to  enjoy  it  without  interruption,  imtil  he  happened  to  fay,  "  I 
thought  you  intended  to  drive  out  this  afternoon  '"■" 

'  Mrs.  Barnet  immediately  took  the  hint,  wilhed  her  hufband 
and  the  parfon  a  good  afternoon ;  and  taking  Evilen  into  the  car- 
riage with  her,  Ihe  ordered'  the  coachman  to  drive  to  the  foldier's 
hut.'     Vol.  i;  p.  141. 

Mr.  Barnet's  life  is  afterwards  faved  by  the  foldier  above- 
ttientioued  :  and  on  many  hints  from  his  wife  to  fhovv^  his  gra- 
titude in  a  more  fubftantial  way  than  thanks, — ■ 

'  Mr.  Barnet  at  laft  underftood  her  meaning  ;  and  taking  the 
foldier  by  the  hand,  he  faid,  "  I  am  fenfible^  friend,  how  much' 
my  wife  and  I  are  indetned  to  you,  and  am  refolved  to  fettle  forty 
pounds  a-year  upon  you  for  life." 

"  God  blefs  your  honour,"  cried  the  foldier ;  "  but,  indeed  it  is 
too  much,  a  great  deal  too  much." 

"  If  you  think  fo,''  faid  Barnet,  whofi*  innate  narrownefs  of  foul 
began  to  operate,  "  it  fliall  be  onlylhirty."     Vol.  ii.   p.  47. 

"We  fhall  give,  likewife,  the  following  converfation,  which, 
though  not  new  in  incident,  is  written  with  eafe  and  hu- 
mour, between  Carnaby,  a  weak  young  man,  and  colonel 
Snug,  a  gentleman  ftiarper — 
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'  After  the  play  the  colonel  propofed  to  Carnaby  that  they  fhoiiid 
fup  tcte-a-tcte  at  a  tavern.  While  fupper  was  preparing  they  played 
a  tew  games  at  picqiiet ;  the  colonel  won  fifteen  guineas,  which 
Mr.  Shadow  paid  with  alacrity,  being  in  high  fpirits  from  the  idea 
of  his  having  made  fo  valuable  an  acquaintance,  and  from  the  ho- 
nours that  had  been  conferred  on  him  in  the  courfe  of  the  night. 
After  fupper  the  colonel  propofed  hazard,  only,  as  he  faid,  to  pre- 
clude drinking,  and  to  kill  another  half  hour  before  they  went  to 
bed.  The  dice  run  in  favour  of  Carnaby.  The  colonel  was  at 
this  time  what  is  called  tied  up  ;  that  is,  he  had  engaged  to  forfeit  a 
thoufand  pounds,  in  cafe  he  fhould  at  any  time  within  twelve 
months,  iofe  above  fifty  pounds  in  a  night.  "  I  owe  you  fixty- 
iive  pounds,"  faid  he. 

"  Precifely,"  replied  Carnaby. 

«  Be  fo  good  then  as  to  give  me  thirty-five  pounds,"  faid  the 
colonel,  taking  out  his,  pocket-book,  "  and  here  is  a  note  of  a 
hundred." 

*  Carnaby  counted  out  five  guineas,  with  a  thirty  pound  note, 
which  the  colonel  took  and  put  in  his  purfe,  and  then,  examining 
the  papers  in  his  pocket-book,  "  You  are  in  high  luck  to-night,  my 
friend ;  here  is  your  hundred  pounds — What  !  how  is  this  !  Upon 
my  foul,  I  believe  I  have  left  the  note  in  my  efcritoir — even  fo — 
Vv'ell,  'it  does^not  hgnify,  I  fliall  fend  it  to  you  the  very  firft  thing 
I  do  in  the  morning. — Here,  waiter,  take  your  money,  and  call 
inv  carriage.     Good  night,  my  dear  Shadow an  blaijtr-       ■  " 

*  Carnaby  was  a  little  confounded  at  an  arrangement  he  neither 
expected  nor  teliflaed,  yet  he  could  not  help  admiring  the  eafy  man- 
ner in  which  the  colonel  conducted  himfelf  in  circumflances  which 
would  have  been  embarraffing  to  mofl:  people;  and  he  recolleded 
with  complacency  the  kind  manner  in  which  he  had  been  treated 
by  a  perfon  who  had  it  in  his  power,  as  well  as  inclination,  to  in- 

'  trodi'.ce  him  to  the  intimacy  of  fome  of  the  higheft  names  in  point 
of  fafliion,  that  this  ifland  can  boaft.  He  heard  nothing:  of  anv 
meflage  from  the  colonel  the  following  morning  -,  this  furprifed  him 
a  little  ;  but  what  furprifed  him  more  was  in  the  evening  to  hear 

that  the  colonel  had  oone  with  lord —  to  the  country. 

'  This  intelligence  certainly  chagrined  Mr.  Shadow  as  much  as 
it  furprifed  him  ;  and  both  imprefiions  were  augmented  when  at  the 
and  of  a  month  he  found  that  the  colonel  vvas  not  yet  returned  to 
town,  and  underftood  from  his  banker  that  he  had  heard  nothino;  of 
the  five  hundred  pounds.  , 

*  The  colonel,  however,  came  to  town  at  laft  ;  he  had,  indeed, 
been  eight  days  in  it  before  Carnaby  knew  any  thing  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  there  is  no  knowing  how  Ion?  he  miaht  have  remained  ig- 
norant  had  he  not  feen  the  colonel  in  his  chariot  one  forenoon,  as 
he  fauntered  along  Piccadilly.  Carnaby  endeavoured  to  catch  the 
colov.i;rs  eyej  and  thougiit  he  had  fucceedcd,  but  unfortunately  at 

that 
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ihat  liiftant:  he  turned  his  head  and  looked  the  oppofite  way.  Car- 
naby  even  had  iome  fufpicion  that  the  colonel  had  icliiaiiy  {eta 
him;  but  this  fufpicion  was  entirely  removed  from  Mr.  Shadow's 
mind  foon  after,  when  having  met  the  colonel  unexpectedly  as  he 
turned  the  corner  of  St.  James's  ftreet  into  Pall-Mall,  their  eyes 
met  fo  dire6VIy  that  there  was  no  poffibility  of  evafion  ;  the  colonel, 
therefore,  with  admirable  prefcnce  of  mind,  feized  his  hand  in  the 
moft  cordial  manner,  exclaiming,  "  P»Iy  dear  Shadow !  the  very 
man  I  was  looking  for  ;  where  have  yoil  been  ?  Lord — I  was  call- 
ed {o  unexpeftedly  into  the  country — "  but  feeing  a  noble  duke 

paffing,  he  fuddenly  faid,  "  Good  God  !  here  is  the  duke  of 1 

Allow  me  fo  introduce  my  friend  Mr.  Shadow  to  your  grace. 
Well,  excufe  me,  my  dear  Carnaby  ;  I  have  fome  bufinefs  with 
his  grace — Adieu  ;  aepend  on  hearing  from  me  foon."  So  faying, 
the  colonel  walked  away  with  the  duke,  and  left  Carnaby  delighted 
with  what  had  paffed,  and  fully  convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  the 
colonel's  profeffions,  and  that  the  debt  would  be  paid  with  expedi- 
tion and  gratitude.  He  imputed  the  delays  that  had  hitherto  oc- 
curred to  that  carelefs  difpofition  to  which  men  of  rank  and  fafliion 
are  pecuharly  fubjecfl.  He  was  alfo  aware  that  nothing  was  more 
vulgar,  or  had  more  the  air  of  a  tradefman,  than  a  dun  ;  and  he  fo 
much  dreaded  the  idea  of  appearing  to  the  colonel  in  that  point  of 
view,  that  although  he  met  him  frequently  after  this  rencounter,  he 
avoided  giving  him  the  lead  hint  refpefting  the  debt ;  he  carried  his 
delidacy  even  the  length  of  fometimes  affeding  not  to  fee  him  ;  and 
although  he  was  truly  melancholy  at  heart  for  the  want  of  his  mo- 
ney, yet  as  often  as  he  was  brought  fo  near  the  colonel  that  he  could 
'not  pretend  not  to  fee  him,  he  aflumed  a  gay  countenance,  and  en- 
deavoured to  imitate  that  eafy  air  of  indiiference  which  he  admired 
in  that  gentlem.an. 

*  After  waiting  a  confiderable  time  in  expe(?l:ation  that  his  patience 
would  be  rewarded  by  a  thankful  payment,  and  being  h!;r!fe!f  very 
much  prefTed  for  money,  Carnaby  formed  the  refolution  to  give  the 
colonel  a  hint  concerning  the  debt,  and  for  that  purpofc  he  follow- 
ed him  into  a  fruit-fliop,  which  the  colonel  had  entered  to  avoid 
meeting  him.  After  the  firft  falutation,  colonel  Snug  plainly  per- 
ceived what  Carnaby  was  refolved  on,  from  the  emotion  of  his 
countenance,  the  embarradinent  of  his  manner,  and  his  indiftindl 
pronunciation,  interrupted  by  a  frequent  cough  ;  to  cut  the  matter 
iliort  therefore,  throwing  his  arm  around  Carnaby 's  flioulder,  and 
with  a  gay  familiar  fwagger,  drawing  him  out  of  the  (h/.p,  the  co- 
lonel faid,  "  I  don't  know  how  the  devil  it  has  happened,  my  dear 
friend,  that  I  have  fo  long  delayed  paying  the  money  I  owe  you — 
fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds  I  believe  it  is." 

"  Only  fix,  colonel,"  interrupted  Carnaby. 

"  Are  you  fure  it  is  only  fix  ?  I  had  a  notion  that  it  wr.s  fe^'en, 
and  intended  to  have  feiit  you  feven  the  day  after  to-morrow,  when 
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I  am  to  receive  a  remittance  from  the  country  in  a  bilf  payabfe  at 
fight  for  that  precife  fum  ;  and  the  moment  the  poft  arrives  on 
Thorfday  I  fliall  fend  it  you  ;  fo  that,  my  dear  Shadow,  if  you 
\v:U  give' me  juft  now  an  order  on  your  banker  for  an  hundred,  I 
ftiall  be  much  obliged  to  you,  and  tlie  whole  bunnefs  will  be  fettled 
at  once,  bv  my  ibiding  you  feven  hundred  .the  day  after  to-mor- 
row, when  I  receive  the  remittance," 

'  Mr.  Shadov.'  being  furprifed  and  difappointed  at  this  propofaH 
anfwered,  *'  That  he  had  already  overdrawn  fo  much  that  his  bank- 
er pofitively^refufed  to  advance  another  fixpence." 

"  What  impudent  puppies  thofe  baiikers  are  !"  replied  t!tc  colo- 
nel ;  "  but  it  does  not  fignify^  I  fliall,  neverthelefs,  fend  yoii  the 
draught  for  the  whole  feven  hundred  on  Thurfday,  and  you  will 
repay  me  the  odd  hundred,  my  good  fellow,  when  we  meet.  Adieu, 
ati  revoir.''' 

'  So  laving,  he  hurried  down  the  ftreet,  leaving  Carnaby  motion* 
lefs  and  dumb  with  aftoniQiment.'     Vol.  ii.   p.  107.  . 

The  behaviour  of  the  fame  colonel  to  a  diftrefled  young 
woman,  to  whom  the  reft  of  the  company  had  been  giving 
eharity,  contains  a  good  ftroke  upon  that  felfiftj  indolence, 
againd  which  great  part  o£  the  fatire  of  thefe  volumes  is  di^ 
reeled— 

'  By  this  time  colonel  Snug  was  feated  in  Royfion's  carriage, 
which  had  arrived  the  moment  before.  When  fir  George  was  Pep- 
ping in  after  him,  he  was  followed  to  the  door  of  the  chaife  by  the 
young  woman,  who  with  an  air  of  modefty  and  gratitude  returned 
him  thanks.  Colonel  Snug  was  fomewhat  ftruck  alfo  with  the  fa- 
vourable alteration  in  the.  appearance  of  the  young  woman;  and- 
obfervingthat  there  were  a  good  many  fpeftators,  he  was  prompted 
by  oftentation,  with  a  flight  mixture  of  good- will,  to  exhibit  his 
generofity. 

*«  La  Plume,"  he  called  with  an  air  of  dignity,  as  he  drew  on 
his  glove:  "  La  Plume,  give  this  young  woman  a  couple. of  gui-' 
iieas  on  my  account." 

*  When  the  poor  woman  had  exprelled  her  thanhfulnefs  for  this  ' 
frefli  inflance  of  liberality,  La  Plume  came  to  the  fide  of  the 
ehaife,  and  informed  the  colonel  that  his  money  was  already  ex- 
pended all  to  within  a  few  fliillings,  and  defired  five  guineas  more 
from  his  mafler  that  he  might  i^ive  two  to  the  woman,  and  keep 
the  refl:  for  future  difnurfenients. 

^'  Blockhead,"  cried  the  colonel,  "  why  did  you  not  tell  me  {o 
before  I  drev,-'  on  m^  gloves ;  it  is  impofTible  for  me  now  to  fum- 
ble for  my  purfe ;  poftillion,  drive  on."  The  poltillion  obeyed, 
and  the  carriage  difappearcd. 

'  The  ruftic  group  who  were  witnefies  to  this  fcene  were  fliock- 

ed;  cuifes  againf^  the  colonel burft  from  every  mouth,,  and  whe.i 
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they  -came  to  comment  upon  his  condufl,  the  general  conRiiKpcion 
.was,  that  he  had  ordered  the  two  guineas  to  be  given  from  (beer 
vanitv,  knowins:  that  his  valet  had  no   aionev,  and  that  .the  order 
,could   not  be  executed.     la  this,  however,  they  were  miftaken. 
ColoiK.'!  Snug  had  really  believed  that  his  fervant  had  fome  guineas 
of  hi^  money  remaining,  and    he  intended   L:na  fide   that  two  of 
•them  iliouki  have  been  given  to  th.e  woman.      The  colonel  was  ia 
die  habit  of  profufi on,  and  although  always  in  debt,  he  was  never 
In  want,  and  therefore  put  little  value  on  fmall  fums.     He  had  or- 
dered the  money  to  be  given,  becaufe  he  v^-as  pleafed  with  the  wo- 
man's face,  becaufe   (lie  had  attraded  the  people's  attention,  and 
becaufe  parting  with  two  guineas  by  a  word  to  his  valet,  gave  him 
no  trouble;  whereas  pulling  off  his  glove  gave  him  a  little.     The 
fpeftators  had  no  idea  that  any  man  .could  fo  cruelly  difappoint  a 
perfon  in  the  poor  woman's  circumftances,  merely  to  fave  himfelf 
fo  very  fmall  a  piece  of  trouble  ;  for  the  moft  fe'mfli  villager  has  no 
conception  of  that  degree  of  felfifhnefs  and  infenfibiiity  to  the  fee!- 
ines  of  others  which  exircs  among;  the  jbns  of  luxury  and  fioth  iii 
capitals,  where  the  heart  is  rendered x;allous  by  the  daily  G-xhibitiou 
of  profufion  contrafted  with  want,  niifery  vvith  mirth,  and  where 
.people   are   fo  often   the  witnefTes   or  acccmpiices  of  the  ruin  of 
friends  or  acquaintance.'     Vol.  i.    p.  350. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  cveri  from  thcfe  paffages  we  have 
quoted,  that  the  humour  in  thi?  work  is  fomewhat  diluted, 
' — for  the  fiime  reafon,  and  much  in  the  fame  manner,  that  the 
genuine  milk  is  diluted  with  a  thinner  element  by  the  London 
dealers, — to  make  it  go  the  further.  It  is  Rill  a  more  ferious 
matter  of  complaint,  that  the  morals  are  in  fome  inflances 
ilebafed  to  the  opinions  and  pvaciices  of  the  world.  Edward, 
tjiough  evidently  meant  to  be  exhibited  as  a  pattern,  is  a  man 
of  pleafure, — much  more  fyftem.aticaiiy  than  J^ielding's  Tom 
Jones  ; — and  he  fights  a  duel  unneceflarily,  and  on  the  moil 
^trivial  occafion  im-Aginable. 

If,  however,  we  cannot  recommend  thefe  volumes  as  being 
without  a  blemifh,  we  muft  allow  that  they  are  at  once  in- 
Urudtive  and  nmufing,  and  are  replete  with  juil  pictures  of 
fcenes  and  chara£lers,  which  conduce  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
world,  and  fome  of  which  may  be  ufcful  jn  teaching  young 
people  to  defpife  folly  and  avoid  fclfiihncfs. 

"^1  he  Lives  of  Dr.  "John  Donne  ;  Jir  Heiiry  JVotton  ;  Alf.  Rich" 

ard   JJocker ;  /T-^r.    George  Herbert  j  and  Dr.   Robert   San-r 

dcrfon.      By  I  facie  JVallon.     With  NoteHj  and  the   Life  of 

the  Author.     By  'Thomas  Zoueh^  A.  M.  ^^^to.   j/.  5?.  Boards. 

B.and].  VVhhe.      1 796. 

'X^HE  perfons  to  whofe  memory  this  work  is  devoted,  ac- 

■^     quired,  in  their  times,  no  fmall  degree  of  celebrity.    Dr. 

Donne  fiourifbed  as  a  theologian  and  a  fatiriil  j   fir  Henry 
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Wotton,  aG  a  ftatefman  and  negotiator-,  Hooker,  as  a  fcKohr 
and  a  divine  ;  Herbert,  as  an  orator  and  a  poet ;  and  Sander- 
fon,  as  a  cafuift.  Walton,  the  biographer  of  thefe  diftinguifh- 
ed  individuals,  exerted  himfelf  with  indefatigable  zeal  to  pro- 
cure the  mod  authentic  accounts  of  their  "ives-,  and  his  nar- 
ratives obtained  the  favourable  teftimony  ot  his  contempora- 


ries. 


The  novelties  of  the  prefent  publication  are,  a  life  of  Wal- 
ton, and  a  great  number  of  annotations  on  the  other  lives.  It 
appears  that  Walton  was  at  firft  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
fuits  ;  that  he  improved  his  fortune  by  honefty,  frugality,  and 
diligence ;  that  he  retired  from  bufmefs  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years ;  that  his  loyalty  to  the  firft  Charles  rendered  him  ob-. 
noxious  to  the  popular  party  during  the  civil  war ;  that  he 
conciliated  the  favour  and  efteem  of  archbifhop  Ufher,  ChiU 
lingwoi th,  and  other  eminent  charaders  j  and  that  he  died 
in  1683,  in  the  ninety-firil  year  of  his  age. 

To  fuch  of  our  readers  as  are  accullomed  to  the  amufe- 
ment  of  angling,  Walton  is  more  known  as  an  inftruftor  in 
that  fport,  than  in  the  capacity  of  a  biographer.  Of  his  pub- 
lication on  that  fubjeft,  Mr.  Zouch  thus  fpeaks  in  a  flyle  of 
rapture  and  enthuriafmi — 

♦  In  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  which  will  be  always  read  with 
avidity,  even  bv  thofe  who  entertain  no  ftrong  relifli  for  the  art 
which  it  profelTes  to  teach,  we  difcover  a  copious  vein  of  innocent 
pleafantry  and  good  humour.  The  fceneb  defcriptive  of  rural  life 
nre  inimitably  beautiful.  How  artlefs  and  unadorned  is  the  lan- 
guage i  The  dialogue  is  diverfified  with  all  the  charafteriftic  beau- 
ties of  colloqiiial  compofuion.  The  fongs  and  little  poems,  which 
are  otcafionally  inidtcd,  wi!!  abundantly  gratify  the  reader,  who 
has  a  tafte  for  the  cliarms  of  paftoral  poefy.  And  above  all,  thofe 
lovely  leflbns  of  religious  and  moral  inliruftion,  which  are  fo  re- 
peatedly incu!c;.ted  throughout  the  whole  work,  will  ever  recom- 
mend this  exquifitely  ptcaling  performance.'     ".  xxx. 

The  literary  charafter  of  Walton  is  defcribed  in  the  folr 
lowing  terms  by  the  prefent  writer  of  his  life — 

'  It  would  be  h.oiily  Improper  to  afcribe  to  Mr.  Ifaac  Walton 
that  extent  of  knowledge,  which  tharafterifps  the  fcholar  :  yet 
thofe  who  are  con-'trfuit  in  his  writings  vyill  probably  entertain  no 
doiibt  of  hib  acquaintance  with  books.  His  frequent  referencts  to 
ancient  and  modern  hiltory,  his  feafonable  applications  of  feveral 
pall'^ges  in  the  inoft  approved  writers,  his  allufions  to  various 
branches  of  general  fc  ence,  thefe  and  other  circumftances  concur 
in  confirming  the  affertion,  that  though  he  did  not  partake  of  the 
benefits  of  early  erudition,  yet  in  matursr  age,  he  exalarged  his  in- 

telledual 
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telle(?^iial  acquifitions,  fo  as  to  render  them  fully  proportionate  to 
his  opportunities  and  abilities.  The  fruits  of  his  truly  commend- 
able induftry  he  has  generouily  confecrated  to  pofterity.  Deprived 
of  the  advantage  of  a  learned  education,  he  hath  with  great  fidelity 
preferred  the  memory  of  thofe,  who  were  "  by  their  knowledge  of 
learning  meet  for  the  people,  wife  and  eloquent  in  their  inftruftions, 
honoured  in  their  generations  ;  and  the  glory  of  their  times,"  each 
of  whom,  in  his  edifying  pages,  "  being  dead  yet  fpeaketh."  He 
may  be  literally  faid  "  to  have  laboured  not  for  himfelf  only,  but 
for  all  thofe  that  feek  wifdom."  How  interefting  and  affefting  are 
many  of  his  narratives  and  defcriptions  !  The  vifion  of  ghaftiy 
horror  that  prefented  itfelf  to  Dr.  Donne,  at  the  tim.e  of  his  fliort 
refidence  in  Paris, — the  pleafant  mefTages  which  fir  Henry  Wotton 
and  the  good-natured  prieft  exchanged  with  each  other  in  a  church 
at  Rome,  during  the  time  of  vefpers, — the  domeflic  incidents 
which  excited  the  tender  commiferation  of  Mr.  Edu'in  Snndys  and 
IMr.  George  Cranmer,  while  thev  vifited  their  venerable  tutor  at 
his  country  parfonage  of  Drayton  Beauchamp, — the  afFeftionate 
and  patient  condefcenfion  of  Mr.  George  Herbert,  compafiionat- 
ing  the  diftrefles  of  the  poor  woman  of  Bemerton, — the  interview 
of  Dr.  Sanderfon  and  Mr.  Ifaac  Walton  accidentally  meeting  each 
other  in  the  flreets  of  London, — thefe  and  numberlefs  other  fimilar 
paiTages  will  always  be  read  with  reiterated  pleafure. 

'  We  fliail  indeed   be  difappoJnted,  if  we  expert  to  find  in  the 
following  volume  the  brilliancy  of  wit,  the  elaborate  corrednefs  of 
ftvle,  or  the  afcititlous  araces  and  ornaments  of  fine  compofition. 
But  that  pleafing  fimplicity  of  fentiment,  that  plain  and  unatferted 
language,  and,   may  I  add,  that  natural  eloquence,  which  pervades 
the  whole,  richly  compenfites  the  want  of  elegance,  and  rlietorical 
embelliftiment.     Truth  is  never  difplayed  to  us  in  more  grateful 
colours,  than  when  flie  appears,  not  in  a  garifii  attire,  but  in  her 
own  native  garb,  without   artifice,  without  pomp.     In  that  garb 
Ifaac  Walton  has  arrayed  her.     Deeply  imprefied  with  the  excel- 
lence of  thofe  exemplary  charafters  which  he  endeavours  to   por- 
tray, he  fpeaks  no  other  language  than  that  of  the  heart,  and  thus 
imparts  to  the  reader  his  own  undifgulfed  fentiments,  fo  friendly  to 
piety  and  virtue,     Alluredly,  no  pleafure  can  be  placed  in  compe- 
tition with  that,  which  refults  from  the  view  of  men  fedulouOy  ad- 
jufting  their  actions  with  integrity  and  honour.     To  accompany 
them,  as  it  were,  along  the  path  of  life,  to  join  in  their  converfa- 
tion,  to  obferve  their  demeanour  in  various  fituations,  to  contem- 
plate their  afts  of  charity  and  beneficehce,  to  attend  them  into  their 
clofets,  to  behold  their  ardour  of  piety  and  devotion  ;  in  ftiort,  to 
eilablifli,  as  It  were,  a  friendfliip  and  familiarity  with  them, — this 
doubtlefs,  nnift  be  pronounced  an  happy  anticipation  of  that  holy 
intercourfe,  which  will,  I  truft,  fubfift  between  beatified  fpirits  in 
another  and  a  better  ftatc'     p.  xliv. 
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The  notes,  annexed  by  Mr.  Zouch  to  the  Life  of  Dr. 
Donne,  contain  biographical  flcetches  of  natives  and  foreign- 
ers, wiiofe  names  occur  in  the  text,  betides  critical  remarks 
and  incidental  reflexions.  Among  the  perfons  of  whom  wc 
here  meet  with  brief  accounts,  are,  Picus,  prince  of  Miran- 
dula,  Bellarmine,  the  lord-chancellor  Egerion,  the  bifliops 
Montague,  Hall,  Andrews,  Duppa,  and  Morton.  The  lafl- 
mentioned  divine,  when  he  was  dean  of  Glouccfter,  and  was 
alfo  poiTeiled  of  a  valuable  benefice,  which  he  might  have  re- 
tained with  his  deanery,  generodfly  offered  to  refign  his  living 
to  Donne,  as  a  peruiafive  to  liis  purfuit  of  the  clerical  profef- 
lion;  an  offer  whichj  though  attra(Sl;ive,  was  politely  declined. 

.When  Morton  made  this  prooofal,  he  infifted  on  a  poft-« 
ponement  of  the  anfwer  for  three  days,  and  on  the  employ- 
inent  of  a  part  of  that  interval  in  fading  and  prayei'. 

'  This  condition  (fays  Mr.  Zouch)  deferves  notice,  as  marking 
the  high  devotional  fpirit  .of  the  times  :  tor  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  this  was  not  the  propofition  of  an  entliufiaftic  puritan,  but  of 
a  very  eminent  and  refpedtable  divine  of  the  church  of  England^ 
If  cur  anceilors  carried  matters  of  this  nature  too  far  (which  there 
is  no  reafon  to  think  they  did),  their  fuceeiTors  have  run  into  the 
contrary  extreme.  A  principle  of  piety  exercifed  in  referring  our 
concerns  to  the  providential  direftion  of  the  Supreme  Being,  would 
be  no  bar  to  the  wifdom,  ability,  and  fiiccefs  of  our  lawful  under- 
takings. This  fentiment,  that  prayer  and  labour  fiiould  co-operate, 
is  exprefled  by  Donne  hinifelf,  in  one  of  his  poems,  though  vvitlj 
no  elegance  of  language. 

"  In  none  biit  us  are  fuch  mixt  engines  found, 
As  hands  I  of  double  office  ;  for  the  srroiind 
We  tilt  with  them,  and  them  to  heaven  we  raife ; 
Who  prayerlefs  labours  or  without  this  prays, 
Doth  but  one  half — that's  none."  r.  40. 

While  we  applaud  the  pious  difpofition  of  our  annotator, 
we  do  not  perfedly  agree  with  him  ;  for  we  are  inclined  tcj 
think  that  our  anceilors,  not  only  in  the  dark  ages,  but  even 
in  the  lail  century,  really  *  carried  matters  of  this  nature  too 
far,'  and  that  they  might  have  evinced  equal  piety  with  lefs 
fuperllition. 

The  ridiculous  flory  of  the  vifion  pretended  to  have  been 
pbferved  by  Donne,  might  have  juftified  a  note  of  animadver- 
fion  from  Mr.  Zouch;  but,  in  the  life  of  Walton,  he  has 
endeavoured  to  vindicate  that  author  fvom  the  fu'"picion  of 
credulity-     In  this  point,  however,  he  has  not  fucceeded. 

Donne's  defence  of  fuicide,  in  his  treatife  called  BiaOxvccros, 
is  properly  ceufured  by  Mr.  Zouch,  who  exprefles  his  faris- 
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^Taftion  that  the  fyftem  advanced  In  that  work,  has  been  *  ac- 
curately exammcd,  and  with  great  ftrength  of  argument  re- 
futed, by  the  rev.  Charles  Mcore.'  The  author  of  this  dan7 
rerous  piece  ordered  that  it  fhould  not  be  committed  either  to 
the  prefs  or  to  the  fiam.es  ;  but  his  fon  xlifobeyed  the  former 
injunction;  his  conduct  would  have  been  lefs  reprehenfible, 
if  he  had  contravened  the  latter. 

We  (hall  difmifs  the  fubje<9:  of  Donnej  with  the  chara£ler 
given  of  him  by  Waken — 

'  He  was  of  flature  moderately  tall,  of  a  ftraight  and  equally- 
proportioned  body  ;  to  which  all  his  words  and  actions  gave  an  in- 
exprellible  addition  of  co.melinefs. 

'  The  melancholy  and  pLeafant  humour  were  in  him  {o  contem- 
pered,  that  each  gave  advantage  to  the  other,  and  made  his  compa- 
ny one  of  the  delights  of  mankind. 

'  His  fancy  was  inimitably  high,  equalled  only  by  his  preat 
wit ;  both  being  made  ufeful  by  a  commanding  judgment. 

'  His  afpeft  was  cheerful,  and  fuch  as  gave  a  filent  teftimony  of 
a  clear  knowing  foul,  and  of  a  confcience  at  peace  with  itfelf. 

'  His  mehing  eye  fnewed  that  he  had  a  foft  heart,  full  of  com- 
palTion  ;  of  too  brave  a  foul  to  offer  injuries,  and  too  much  a 
Chriftian  not  to  pardon  them  in  others. 

'  He  did  much  contemplate  (efpecially  after  he  entered  into  his 
facred  callino;)  the  mercies  of  Almiyhtv  God,  the  immortalitv  of 
the  foul,  and  the  joys  of  heaven  ;  and  would  often  fay,  in  a  kind 
of  facred  ecflacy,  "  Blefled  be  God  that  he  is  God,  only  and  di- 
vinely like  himfelf." 

'  He  was  by  nature  padionate,  but  more  apt  to  reluct  at  the  ex- 
celfes  of  it.  A  great  lover  of  the  offices  of  humanitv,  and  of  fo 
merciful  a  fpirit,  that  he  never  beheld  the  miferies  of  mankind 
without  pity  and  relief.'     p.  102. 

The  notes  which  accompany  the  life  of  fir  Henry  V/otton, 
are  pleafingly  illuftrative  ;  and,  in  fome  of  them,  biographi- 
cal mention  is  made  of  the  learned  Ifaac  Cafaubon,  Beza, 
Scloppius,  bilhop  BedeJ,  and  others.  Dr.  Wotton,  dean  of 
Canterbury,  who  was  of  ^the  fame  family  with  fir  Henry,  Is 
reprefented  as  having  acquired  a  high  degree  of  diplomatic 
and  political  reputation  ;  and  we  are  informed  of  a  dream 
which  he  communicated  to  queen  Mary,  intimating  that  his 
nephew  was  inclined  to  embark  in  a  treafonable  proje£l:,  and 
that  it  would  therefore  be  expedient  to  commit  him  to  prifon  ; 
ia  requeft  with  which  the  queen  complied.  Mr.  Zouch  con- 
curs with  a  modern  writer,  who  has  conje6furcd  that  this 
dream  was  a  mere  political  contrivance,  the  refult  of  deep  de- 
liberation., calculated  to  preferve  the  life  of  one  who  might 
otherwife  have  engaged  in  the  confpiracy  of  fir  Thomas  Vv^yat. 
That  thi$  was  the  real  cafe,  we  have  little  doubt. 

Sir 
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Sir  Henry  Wotton  was  the  author  of  that  refle5;Ion  which 
defines  an  ambailador  to  be  one  who  is  employed  to  tell  lies 
for  the  good  of  his  country.  When  he  M'as  defired,  however, 
to  give  fome  rules  for  negotiatory  condu6l,he  anfwered, '  that 
an  ambaffador,  to  be  in  fafety  himfelf  and  ferviceable  to  his 
country,  ought,  upon  all  occafions,  to  fpeak  the  truth  ;  for  he 
never  wouldbe  believed  ;  and  thus  his  truth  would  not  only 
fecure  himfelf,  if  he  fliould  ever  be  called  to  an  account,  but 
would  put  his' adverfaries,  who  v/ould  (lill  hunt  counter,  to  a 
lofs  in  all  their  difquifitions  and  undertakings.' 

With  the  manner  in  which  fir  Henry  pafled  his  time,  while 
he  was  provoft  of  Eton  college,  Walton  thus  acquaints  us — 

«  After  his  cuftomary  public  devotions,  his  ufe  was  to  retire  into  hiis 
ftudy,  and  there  to  fpend  fome  hours  in  reading  the  bible  and  authors 
in  divinitv,  clofing  up  his  meditations  with  private  prayer.  This 
v/as,  for  the  moft  part,  his  employment  in  the  forenoon.  But  when 
he  was  once  fat  down  to  dinner,  then  nothing  but  cheerful  thoughts 
pofTelTcd  his  mind,  and  thofe  ftill  increafed  by  conftant  company  at 
his  tabic  of  fuch  perfons  as  brought  thither  additions  both  of  learn- 
ing and  pleafure ;  but  fome  part  of  moft  days  was  ufually  fpent  in 
philofophical  conclufions.  Nor  did  he  forget  his  innate  pleafure  of 
angling,  which  he  would  ufually  call  "  His  idle  time  not  idly 
foent;"  favina  often,  "  He  would  rather  five  five  May  months 
than  forty  Decembers." 

*  He  was  a  great  lover  of  his  neighbours,  and  a  bountiful  enter- 
tainer of  them  very  oft';n  at  his  table  ;  where  his  meat  was  choice, 
and  his  dlfcourfe  better: 

'  He  was  a  conftant  cheriflier  of  all  thofe  youths  in  that  fchool, 
in  whom  he  found  either  a  couftant  diligence  or  a  genius  that 
prompted  them  to- learning.  For  whofe  encouragement  he  was 
(behdes many  other  things  of  necellity  and  beauty)  at  the  charge 
of  fetting  up  in  it  two  rows  of  pillars,  on  which  he  caufed  to  be 
choicely  drav.'n  the,pi£lures  of  divers  cf  the  moft  famous  Greek 
and  Latin  hiftorians,  poets,  and  orators:  perfuading  them  not  to 
ncgleft  rhetoric,  becaufe  "  Almighty  God  has  left  mankind  affec- 
tions to  be  wrought  upon."  And  he  would  often  fay,  "  That 
none  defpifed  eloquence  but  fuch  dull  fouls  as  were  not  capable  of 
it."  He  would  alfo  often  make  choice  of  fome  obfervations  out 
of  thofe  hiftorians  and  poets ;  and  would  never  leave  the  fchool 
without  dropping  fom.e  choice  Greek  or  Latin  apothegm  or  fentence 
that  might  be  worthy  of  a  room  in  the  memory  of  a  growing  fcho-. 
lar. 

*  He  was  pleafed  conftantly  to  breed  up  one  or  m.ore  hopeful 
youths,  which  he  picked  out  of  the  fchool  and  took  into  his  own 
donielHc  care,  and  to  attend  him  at  his  meals  ;  out  oi  whofe  dif- 
courfc  and  behaviour  he  gathered  obfervations  for  the  better  com~ 
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pleting  of  his  intended  work  of  education:  of  .which,  by  his  ftill 
{driving  to  cnake  the  whole  fee^tter,  he  lived  to  leave  but  part  to  pof- 
terity.'      p.   164. 

To  the  life  of  Hooker,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Eccle- 
fiaflical  Polity,  notes  are  profufely  annexed  ;  but  they  do  not 
call  for  particular  remarks.  In  an  appendix  to  this  part  oi  the  ■ 
volume,  Mr.  Zouch  inveftigates  ■  the  difputed  point  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  fixth  and  two  following  books  of  the  Po- 
lity ;  and  he  is  difpofed  to  believe  that  they  are  fpurious.  The 
grounds  of  this  opinion  appear  to  be  fatisfadlory. 

In  one  of  the  notes  to  the  life  of  the  poet  Herbert,  an  in- 
fiance  of  his  courtly  addrefs  is  introduced,  from  bifliop  Hack- 
ct's  life  of  the  lord-keeper  Williams — 

*  Having  remarked'  (fays  Mr.  Zouch)  'that  the  king,  on  opening 
the  parliament  in  1623,  feafted  the  two  houfes  with  a  fpeech,  than 
which  nothing  could  be  apter  for  the  fubjeft,  or  more  eloquent  for 
the  matter,  he  (the  bifhop)  adds;  "  All  the  helps  of  that  faculty  were 
extremely  perfeft  in  him,  abounding  in  wit  by  nature,  in  art  by 
education,  in  wifdom  by  experience.  Mr.  George  Herbert,  being 
prelector  in  the  rhetorique  fchool  in  Cambridge,  anno  16 18,  palfed 
by  thofe  fluent  orators  tlvat  domineered  in  the  pulpits  of  Athens  and 
Rome,  and  infilled  to  read  upon  an  oration  of  king  James,  which 
he  analyfed,  fliewed  the  concinnity  of  the  parts,  the  propriety  of 
the  rhrafe,  the  height  and  power  of  it  to  move  the  afFeftions,  the 
ftyle  utterly  unknown  to  the  ancients,  who  could  not  conceive 
what  kingly  eloquence  was;  in  refpeft  of  which  thofe  noted  dema- 
gogi  were  but  hirelings,  and  triobulary  rhetoricians." 

'  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  Mr.  Herbert  was  then  a  very 
young  man,  flu  (bed  with  hopes  of  obtaining  promotion  in  a  court, 
where  all  the  blandifliments  of  adulation  were  praftifed. — Time, 
experience,  and  ferious  contemplation,  efFeftuated  a  change  in  his 
mind,  and  totally  alienated  hi.m  from  every  ambitious  purfuit.' 
p.  336. 

The  appendix  to  the  life  of  Herbert  contains  a  curious  ac- 
count of  Andrew  Melville,  a  learned  Scot,  the  inveterate 
enemy  of  epifcopacy,  who  was  impnfoned  in  the  Tower,  ia 
the  reign  of  James  I.  for  a  pafquinadc  on  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, and  who,  being  ac  length  releafed  on  the  interceflion  of 
the  duke  of  Bouillon,  filled  the  theological  chair  for  many 
years  in  the  univerfity  of  Sedan,  with  great  ability  and  high 
reputation. 

Of  bilhop  Sanderfon,  the  biographer  fpeaks  in  thefe  terms 
of  panegyric — 

'  His  behaviour  had  in  it  much  of  a  plain  comelinefs,  and  very 
little  (yet  enough)  of  ceremony  or  courtfliip  j  his  looks  and  motion 
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manifefted  an  endearing  affability  and  mildnefs,  and  yet  he  had  witK 
thefe  a  calm  and  fo  matchlefs  a  fortitude,  as  fecured  him  from 
complying  with  any  of  thofe  many  parliamentary  injunctions  tha,t 
interfered  with  a  doubtful  confcience.  His  learning  was  methodi- 
cal and  exafc,  his  wifdom  .ufeful,  his  integrity  virible,and  his  whole 
Jife  fo  unfpotted,  fo  like  the  primitive  Chriftians,  that  all  ought  to 
be  preferyed  as  copies  for  pofterity  to  write  after.^  the  clergy  efpe- 
cially,  who  with  impure  hands  ought  not  to  offer  facrifice  to  that_^ 
.<3od  whofe  pure  ey^s  abhor  iniquity,  and  efpeciaily  in  them. 

'  There  was  in  his  fermons  no  improper  rhetoric,  nor  fuch  per- 
plexed divifions,  as  may  be  faid  to  be  lilce  too  much  light,  that  fo 
dazzles  the  eyes  that  the  fight  becomes  lefs  perfeft  :  but  in  them  ' 
there  was  no  want  of  ui'eful  matter,  nor  wafte  of  words ;  and  yet 
ilich  clear  diftinftlons  as  difpelled  all  confufed  notions,  and  made 
iiis  hearers  depart  both  wifer,  and  more  confirmed  iu  virtuous  refo- 
jutions. 

'  His  Bnemory  was  fo  matchlefs  and  firm,  as  it  was  only  over- 
come bv  his  baflifulnefs :  fcr  he  alone,  or  to  a  friend,  could  repeat 
all  the  odes  of  Horace,  all  Tully's  ofBces,  and  much  of  Juvenal 
and  Perfius,  y/ithput  book  ^  and  would  fay,  "  the  repetition  of  one 
of  the  odes  of  Horace  to  hi;.-nfc!f  (which  he  did  often)  \vas  to  him 
fuch  mufic,  as  a  lefTon  on  the  viol  was  to  others,  vviien  they  played 
it  voluntarily  to  themfelves  or  friends,"     p,  477. 

The  literary  cliarsiSier  of  the  farxie  prelatej  is  thus  llietched 
by  the  annotator — 

'  In  extent  of  erudition.  Dr.  Sandcrfon  was  furpafTed  by  none 
of  his  contemporaries,  ,  He  is  clear  and  perfpicuous  in  his  aro-u- 
mentation,  eafy  and  natural  in  his  language.  But  his  far-fetched 
introduftions,  his  tedious  repetitions  of  divifion  and  fubdivifion, 
are  difgufting.  In  compliance  with  the  prevailing  mode  of  the 
times,  he  introduces  Latin  quotations,  even  when  he  preaches  to 
the  common  people ;  herein  unlike  to  Dr.  Edward  Pccock,  who 
was  defcribed  by  one  of  his  country  parifiiioners,  23  "  a  pltiin  hO" 
nelt  man,  but  no  Latlner."  in  his  difcourfes,  we  meet  with  the 
moft  comprebenfive  and'  the  moft  accurate  knqwledge  of  clallic 
antiquity.  Thoroughly  converfant  in  the  beft  writings  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  he  illiiftrates  his  ovvn  fentiments  by  the  moft  appoiire 
applications  from  thofe  treafures  of  learning.'     p.  477. 

This  volume  will  afford  much  inftruclion  and  entertain- 
ment to  all  thofe  (and  we  trufl  that  fuch  readers  are  nume- 
rous) who  wifli  to  examine  the  lives  and  chara£le,rs  of  perfon§ 
eminent  for  their  talents  and  virtues.  The  editor  has  per- 
formed his  talk  with  commendable  diligence  and  accuracyj 
though,  in  his  life  of  Walton,  he  Jias  deviated  into  the  ufual 
partiality  of  biographcrSc 
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Tlie  external  embellifliments  of  the  work  are  well  executed:- 
bur,  if  any  one  of  the  engravings  may  claim  the  preference 
over  the  others,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  portrait  of  Dr. 
Donne  ;  not  that  which  reprefents  him  in  his  clerical  habit, 
but  that  which  imitates  a  picture  drawn  of  him  in  his  {aft  in- 
difpofition.  The  hiftory  of  this  painting  will,  perhaps,  ex- 
cite a  fmile,  mingled  with  ferious  fenfations.  The  Do6lor, 
having  refolved  that  a  monument  fliould  be  erected  to  mm. 
after  his  death,  ftrlpped  himfelf  to  nudity,  put  on  a  iliroud, 
and  placed  himfelf  ere£t  upon  an  urn,  Vt^ith  his  eyes  doled, 
and  his  arms  hanging  down  like  thofe  of  a  dead  body.  In 
this  attitude  his  refemblance  was  taken  by  a  painter  j  and  the 
picture  was  the  objeffc  of  his  hourly  contemplation  till  his 
deceafe,  when  it  became  the  model  of  his  monumental 
effigy. 


Theory  of  the  Earthy  tvith  Proofs  and  Illufirathns.  In  Four- 
Parts.  By  James  Button,  M.  D.  l^  F.  R.  S.  E.  2  Vols. 
2)Vo.  145.   Boards.     Cadell  c«<5?  Davies.    1795. 

'TpHE  origin  of  the  earth  has  employed  the  meditations  of 
-•■  numberiefs  phiiofophers ;  and  they  who  acknowledge  it 
to  be  the  work  of  a  wife  and  almighty  being,  are  not  ufelefsly 
employed  in  confidering  the  means  by  which  this  vail  fa- 
bric was  brought  into  its  prefent  fhape,  and  in  forming 
conje6lures,  from  the  prefent  and  pad  appearances,  of  its  fu- 
ture condition.  Sceptics  and  unbelievers  have  in  ^general 
treated  the  account  given  of  the  creation  of  the  world  in  the 
bible,  with  much  contempt  and  ridicule  :  yet  it  furely  does 
not  fuffer  in  a  comparifon  with  what  has  been  advanced  by 
the  wifefl  men  of  antiquity  on  this  fubject  ;  and  it  is  remark- 
able, that  all  inquiries  into  nature  lead  to  the  belief  that 
the  different  modifications  of  organifed  and  unorganifed  mat- 
ter followed  each  other  originally  in  the  fuccefTion  laid  down 
in  the  fcriptures.  The  inquiry,  farther  purfued,  will,  we 
think,  continue  to  do  honour  to  the  facred  writers  ;  and  at 
any  rate,  it  will  ftimulate  men  to  a  better  acquaintance  with 
the  globe  doomed  to  be  the  place  of  their  refidcnce,  and 
whole  furface  they  are  appointed  to  cultivate,  improve,  and 
embelliflu 

The  ancient  phiiofophers  fuppofed  that  every  thing  was 
formed  from  the  four  elements,  earth,  air,  fire,  and  water  5 
and,  according  to  their  inveftigation  of  particular  fafits,  a- 
fcribed  the  formation  of  the  whole  to  the  energy  of  that  pe- 
culiar element  with  whofe  powerful  eiTefts  they  were  bell 
act^uainted-     It  was  to  be  expeQed  that  their  theories  would 
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be  continually  overthrown  by  fucccfllve  inquirers.  TKeif 
•acquaintance  with  the  earth  was  confined  within  too  narrow 
Jimits  to  give  fcope  for  the  difcovery  of  a  theory  which  (hould 
account  for  numberlefs  appearances  known  only  to  later  ages. 
The  philofopher,  v/hofe  writings  are  now  before  us,  will 
from  the  fame  caufe  be  found  faulty  by  his  fucceflbrs :  yet 
if  his  reafoning  on  various  facts  may  not  be  fatisfaftory,  the 
colleding  cf  them  together  is  certainly  a  meritorious  talk. 
To  fupport  his  opinion  he  requires  a  power  of  great  energy 
■within  the  earth  :  and  whether  he  is  right  or  not  in  his  con- 
iedl'ures,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  from  the  efFeiSts  produced 
by  earthquakes  and  burning  mountains,  that  there  is  in 
nature  fuch  a  power,  to  which  any  thing  produced  or  that 
can  be  produced  by  the  art  of  man  bears  no  comparifon. 

Of  ali  the  elements  of  which  the  natural  world  is  fuppofed 
to  confift,  there  is  none  which  we  have  fo  much  reafon   to 
confider  as  a' fimple  elementary  matter,  as  fire.     It   is    alfo, 
perhaps,  the   mofb   univerfal,  fince,  either  in   a    fenfible   or 
latent    Hate,    it   pervades  every   part   of  nature,  and   exifls 
even  in  the  llrudlure  of  every  other  fubflance.     It  is  the  moft 
a^live  of  all  the  elements,  and  its  agency  is  feen    in  all  the 
mofE  important  operations  of  nature.     It  is  the  efficient  caufe 
of  expanfion,  of  fluidity,  of  evaporation.    In  its  a6live  and  un- 
combined  ftate,  its  efFedis  are  alfo  by  far  the  moft  llupendous 
of  any  that  offer  themfelves  to  our  fenfes.     But  whether  this- 
powerful  element  exiftsin  greater  quantities  v/ithin  the  bowels 
of  the  earth  than  on  the  furface  and  in  the  atmofphere,  may 
reafonably  be  doubted.  As  far  as  our  experiments  extend,  we 
know  for  certain,  that  no  combuftion  can  be  fupported  with- 
out a  fuppiy  of  air.    Whether,  therefore,  arly  volcanic  lire  ex- 
tends to  a  great  depth  beneath  the  furface  of  the  earth,  may 
admit  of  a  queftion  :  and  yet  on  the  proof  of  this  much  of  our 
author's  hypothefis  feems  to  depend.     He  fuppofes,  that  fire 
concentrated   within   the    earth    is   the   grand  principle,  by 
which  the  real   convulfions  of  nature   are  occafioned.     Let 
us  however   grant  that  this   adiive    principle    may   exift  in 
the  earth  :  and   from   what  is  palling  upon  the  earth,  let  us 
confider  to  what  changes  it  muft  be  neceflarily  expofed. 
Let  us  hear  our  author  upon  this  head  : 

*  A  folid  body  of  land  could  not  have  anfwered  the  purpofe  of 
a  habitable  world  ;  for,  a  foil  iy  neceflary  to  the  growth  of  plants ; 
and  a  foil  is  nothing  but  the  materials  collefted  from  the  deftriic- 
tion  of  the  folid  land.  Therefore  the  furface  of  this  land,  inha- 
bited by  man,  and  covered  with  plants  and  animals,  is  made, by- 
nature  to  decay,  in  diuolving  from  that  hard  and  compad  flate  in 
which  it  is  found  below  tk  foil;  and  this  foil  is  neceflarily  waflied 
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s\tay,' by  he  continual  circulation  of  the  water,  running  from  the 
fummits  of  the  mountains  towards  the  general  receptacle  of  that 
fluid. 

*  The  heights  of  our  land  are  thus  levelled  with  the  fiiores ;  our 
fertile  plains  are  formed  from  the  ruins  of  the  mountains;  and 
thofe  travelling  materials  are  ftill  purfued  by  the  moving  water,  and 
propelled  along  the  inclined  furface  of  the  earth.  Thefe  moveable 
materials,  d-ehvered  into  the  fla,  cannot,  for  a  long  continuance, 
reft  upon  the  {hore ;  for,  by  the  agitation  of  the  winds,  the  tides 
and  currents,  every  moveable  thing  is  carried  farther  and  farther 
along  fhe  fiielving  bottom  of  the  fta,  towards  the  unfathomable 
region^  of  the  ocean. 

'  If  the  vegetable  foil  is  thus  conftantly  removed  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  laud,  and  if  its  place  is  thus  to  be  fupplied  from  the  dif- 
Iblution  of  the  folid  earth,  as  here  reprefentedj  we  may  perceive 
an  end  to  this  beautiful  machine;  an  end,  ariung  from  no  error  in 
its  conftitution  as  a  world,  but  from  that  deftruftibihty  of  its  land 
which  is  fo  neceflary  in  the  l)"llem  oi  the  globe,  in  the  economy: 
of  life  and  vegetation. 

'  The  immenfe  time  neceflTirily  required  for  this  total  deftrufliori 
of  the  land,  muft  not  be  oppofed  to  that  view  of  future  events, 
which  is  indicated  by  the  fureft  fa<51:s,  and  mod  approved  principles. 
Time,  which  meafures  every  thing  in  our  idea,  and  is  often  defi- 
cient to  our  fchemes,  is  to  nature  endlefs  and  as  nothing;  it  can- 
not limit  that  by  which  alone  it  had  exiflence;  and,  as  the  na- 
tural courfe  of  time,  which  to  us  feems  infinite,  cannot  be  bounded 
by  any  operation  that  may  have  an  end,  the  progrels  of  things  upon 
this  globe,  that  is,  the  courfe  of  nature,  cannot  be  limited  by  time, 
which  muft  proceed  in  a  continual  fucceffion.  Vv^e  are,  therefore, 
to  confider  as  inevitable  the  deftruftion  of  our  land,  fo  far  as 
effe<5led  by  thofe  operations  which  are  neceflary  in  the  purpofe  of 
the  globe,  coniidered  as  a  habitable  world ;  and,  fo  far  as  we  hs-ve 
not  examined  any  other  part  of  the  economy  of  nature,  in  which 
other  operations  and  a  different  iatention  might  appear.'  \oL  i, 
P.   15. 

Allowing  this  regular  courfe  of  nature,  tLls  remove  of  our 
lillls  into  the  fea,  we  are  lofl:  in  contemplating  the  time  no- 
ceffary  for  the  produftion  of  fuch  an  effe£l.  Let  the  conti- 
nents be  removed  into  the  fea  ;  and,  according  to  our  author, 
they  are  gradualh'  forming  ftrata  in  tlie  ocean,  to  be  thrown  up 
hereafter  by  the  .-xU-powerful  fire,  and  to  form  the  bafis  of  a 
new  continent.  This  is,  we  confefs,  to  us  rather  a  dura  hy- 
pothcfjs.  There  is  indeed  an  old  tradition,  that  a  continent 
was  fvi^allowed  up,  where  now  the  Atlantic  isj  and  idarids, 
we  know,  liave  appeared  and  difappeared  :  yet  it  fccms  that 
the  operations  of  nature  are  more  gradual;  and  we  are  more 
incllnQd  to  favour  the  old  niaxim,  natura  per  juitum  nihil  faaty 
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than  to  put  her  to  the  trouble  of  thefe  fudden  and  ocCafional 
jerks  at  the  end  of  feme  millions  of  years,  to  throw  up  a 
loft  continent  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

To  mahifain  his  pofition,  our  author  very  judicioufly  confi- 
ders,  of  what  the  prefent  furface  of  the  earth  confifts.  There 
are  vaft  mailes  of  marble  and  limeftone.  Thefe,  he  fays,  are 
compofed  of  the  calcareous  matter  of  marine  bodies,  and 
confequently  have  a  marine  origi.t;  and  from  them  a  genera!' 
conclufion  is  drawn. 

'  The  creneral  amount  of  our  reafoning  is  this,  that  nine-tenths,- 
iperhaps,  or  niuety-nine  hundredths  of  this  earth,  fo  far  as  we  fee, 
have  been  formed  by  natural  operations  of  the  globe,  in  collecting 
loofe  materials,  and  depofiting  them  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea ;  con- 
Iblidating  thofe  collections  in  various  degrees,  and  elevating  thofe 
confolidated  mafles  above  the  level  on  which  they  were  formed,  or 
lowering  the  level  of  that  fea.'     Vol.  i.  p.  26. 

This  is  a  pretty  round  afiertion,  and  we  confefs  we  are  far 
from  believing  ^hat  all  calcareous  matter  has  this  origin  :  we 
cannot  follow  our  author  through  every  part  of  the  operation' 
in  forming  the  ftrata  :  fire  and  water  are  the  great  agents. 

*  The  flrata,  formed  at  the  bottom  of  the-  fea,  are  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  having  been  confolidated,  either  by  aqueous  folution  and 
cryftallization,  or  by  the  effeft  of  heat  and  fufion.  If  it  is  in  the 
firft  of  thefe  two  ways  that  the  folid  ftrata  of  the  globe  have  at- 
tained to  their  prefent  ftate,  there  will  be  a  eertnin  uniformity  ob-' 
fervable  in  the  effefts ;  and  there  will  be  general  laws,  by  which 
this  operation  mull  have  been  condufted.  Therefore,  knowing 
thofe  general  laws,  and  making  juft  obfervations  with  regard  to  the 
natural  appearances  of  thofe  confolidated  mafTts,  a  philolopher,  in 
his  clofet,  fliould  be  uble  to  determine,  what  may,  and  what  may 
not  have  been  tranfafted  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  or  below  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean.'    Vol.  i.  p.  42. 

On  the  procefs  of  the  formation  of  fait,  the  theory,  if  not 
true,  is  ingenious. 

*  The  formation  of  fait  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  without  the 
afTiftancc  of  fubterranean  fire,  is  not  a  thing  unfuppofable,  as  at 
firft  fight  it  might  appear.  Let  us  but  fuppofe  a  rock  placed  acrofs 
the  gut  of  Gibraltar,  (a  cafe  no  wife  unnatural),  and  the  bottom  of 
the  Mediterranean  would  be  certainly  filled  with  fait,  becaufe  the 
evaporation  from  the  furface  of  that  fea  exceeds  the  meafure  of  its 
fupply. 

'  But  ftrata  of  fait,  formed  in  this  manner  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fea,  are  as  far  from  being  confolidated  by  means  of  aqueous  folution, 
as  a  bed  of  fand  in  the  fame  fituation ;  and  we  cannot  explain  the 
confolidation  of  liieh  a  ftratum  of  fait  by  means  of  water,  without 
fuppofing  fubterranean  heat  employed,  to  evaporate  the  brine  which 

would 


Huiion's'Theory  of  the-  Earth,  33 

V/ould  fucceffively  occupy  the  interftices  of  the  faline  cryf- 
taisk  But  this,  it  may  be  oblerved,  is  equally  departing  from 
the  natural  operation  of  water,  as  the  means  for  confolidating  the 
fediment  of  the  ocean,  as  if  we  were  to  fuppofe  the  fame  thinoj 
done  by  heat  and  fufion.  For  the  queftion  is  not,  if  fubterraneaii 
heat  be  of  fufficient  intenfity  for  the  purpofe  of  confolidating  ftrata 
by  the  fufion  cf  their  fubftances ;  the  queftion  is.  Whether  it  be  by 
meaqs  of  this  agent,  fubterranean  heat,  or  by  water  alone,  with- 
out the  operation  of  a  melting  heat,  that  thofe  materials  have  been 
varjoufly  confolidated. 

'  The  example  now  under  confideration,  confolidated  mineral 
fait,  will  ferve  to  throw  fome  light  upon  the  fubjeft;  for,  as  it  is 
to  be  ftiewn,  that  this  body  of  fait  had  been  confolidated  by  per- 
fecft  fufion,  and  not  by  means  of  aqueous  folution,  the  confolida- 
tion  of  flrata  of  IndifToluble  fubftances,  bv  the  operation  of  a  melt- 
ing heat,  will  meet  with  all  that  confirmation  which  the  confift- 
ency  of  natural  appearauces  can  give. 

•  The  fait  rock  in  Chefliire  lies  in  flrata  of  red  marl.  It  is  ho- 
rizontal in  its  direftion.  I  do  not  know  its»thicknefs,  but  it  is  dug 
thirty  or  forty  feet  deep.  The  body  of  this  rock  is  perfcflly  folid, 
and  the  fait,  in  many  places,  pure,  colourlefs,  and  tranfparent, 
breaking  with  a  fparry  cubical  llrufture.  But  the  greatefi:  part  is 
tinned  bv  the  admixture  of  the  marl,  and  that  in  various  deg-rees, 
from  the  fiightcft  tinge  of  red,  to  the  moft  perfeft  opacity.  Thus, 
the  rock  appears  as  if  it  had  beerf  a  mafs  of  fluid  fait,  in  which  had 
been  floating  a  quantity  of  niarly  fubftance,  not  uniformly  mixed, 
but  every  v\here  feparating,  and  fubfiding  from  the  pure  faline 
lubftnnce. 

'  There  is  alfo  to  be  obferved  a  certain  regularity  in  this  fepa- 
ration  of  the  tinging  from  the  colourlefs  fubftance,  which,  at  a 
proper  diftance,  gives  to  the  perpendicular  feftion  of  the  rock  a 
diftinguifliable  figure  in  its  ftrufture.  When  looking  at  this  ap- 
pearance near  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  it,  at  firil,  prefented  me 
with  the  figure  of  regular  firatification  ;  but,  upon  examining  the 
whole  mafs  of  rock,  I  found,  that  it  was  only  towards  the  bottom 
that  this  ftratified  appearance  took  place;  and  that,  at  the  top  of 
the  rock,  the  mofl  beautiful  and  regular  figure  was  to  be  obferved; 
but  a  figure  the  moft  oppofite  to  that  of  ftratification.  It  was  all 
Gompofed  of  concentric  circles;  and  thefe  appeared  to  be  the  fec- 
tion  of  a  mafs,  compofed  altogether  of  concentric  fpheres,  like 
thofe  beautiful  fyftcms  of  conhg\n"ation  which  agates  fo  frequently 
prefent  us  with  in  miniature.  In  about  eight  or  ten  feet  from  the 
top,  the  circles  growing  large,  were  blended  together,  and  gra- 
dually loft  their  regular  appearance,  until,  at  a  greater  depth,  they 
again  appeared  in  refemblance  of  a  ftratification. 

'  This  regular  arrangement  of  the  floating  marly  fubftance  in  the 
body  of  fair,  which  is  that  of  the  ftrudure  of  a  coated  pebble,  or 
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that  of  concentric  fpheres,  is  altogether  inexpHcable  upon  any  other 
fiippofition,  than  the  perfed  fluidity  or  fufion  of  the  fait,  and  the 
atrradions  and  repulfions  of  the  contained  fubftances.  It  is  in 
vain  to  look,  in  the  operations  of  folution  and  evaporation,  for  that 
which  nothing  but  perfeft  fluidity  or  fufion  can  explain.'  Vol.  i. 
i».   76. 

But  feme  one  will  queflion  the  utility  of  this  way  of  making 
new  continents.  Our  author,  aware  of  the  obje£lion,  gives 
his  folutjon  of  the  difficulty — 

*  The  events  now  under  confideratlon  may  be  examined  with  a 
view  to  fee  this  truth;  for  it  may  be  inquired,  Why  deflroy  one 
continent  in  order  to  ereft  another  ?  The  anfwer  is  plain ;  Nature 
does  notdefiroy  a  continent  from  having  wearied  of  a  fubjeft  which 
had  given  pleafure,  or  changed  her  purpofc,  whether  for  a  better 
or  a  vvorfe ;  neither  does  (he  ereft  a  continent  of  land  among  the 
clouds,  to  fliew  her  power,  or  to  amaze  the  vulgar  man :  nature' 
has  contrived  the  produ£lions  of  vegetable  bodies,  and  the  fuflc- 
nance  of  animal  hfe,  to  depend  upon  the  gradual  but  fure  deftruc- 
tion  of  a  continent ;  that  is  to  fay,  thefe  two  operations  necetTarily 
2.0  hand  in  hand.  But  with  fuch  wifdom  has  nature  ordered 
things  in  the  economy  of  this  world,  that  the  deftrudion  of  one 
continent  is  not  brought  about  without  the  renovation  of  the  cartli 
in  the  produdion  of  another ;  and  the  aniraal  and  vegetable  bodies, 
for  which  the  world  above  the  furface  of  the  fea  is  levelled  with  its 
bottom,  are  among  the  means  employed  in  thofe  operations,  as 
well  as  the  fuflenance  of  thofe  living  beings  is  the  proper  end  in 
view. 

'  Thus,  in  underftanding  the  proper  conflitiuion  of  the  prefent 
earth,  we  are  led  to  know  the  fource  from  whence  had  come  alf 
the  materials  which  nature  had  employed  in  the  conftruclion  of 
the  world  which  appears ;  a  world  contrived  in  confummate  wif- 
dom for  the  growth  and  habitation  of  a  great  diverfitv  of  plants 
andanimals ;  and  a  world  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  man, 
who  inhabits  all  irs  climates,  who  meafures  its  extent,  and  deter- 
mines its  produclions  at  his  pleafure. 

'  The  whole  of  a  great  objeft  or  event  fills  us  with  wonder  ancJ 
affonifliment,  when  all  the  particulars,  in  the  fucceflion  of  which 
the  whole  had  been  produced,  may  be  confidered  without  the  leafc 
emotion.  When,  for  example,  we  behold  the  pyramids  of  Egypt, 
our  mind  is  agitated  witli  a  trowd  of  ideas  that  highly  entertainri 
the  perfon  who  underftands"  the  fubjeft ;  but  the  carrying  a  heavv 
Hone  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill  or  mountain  would  give  that  perfon 
little  pleafure  or  concern.  We  wonder  at  the  whole  operation  of 
the  pyramid,  but  not  at  any  one  particular  part. 

*■  The  raifmg  ug  of  a  continent  of  land  from  the  bottom  of  the 
fea,  is  an  idea  that  is  too  great  to  be  conceived  eafily  in  all  the 
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parts  of  its  operation?,  many  of  which  are  perhaps  unknown  to  us ; 
and,  without  being  properly  underftood,  To  great  an  idea  may  ap-^ 
pear  like  a  thing  that  is  i'r.aginary.  In  like  m::nner,  the  co-relative, 
or  correfponding  operation,  the  defiruftinn  of  the  land,  is  an  idea 
that  dofs  not  ec^fily  enter  into  tlie  mind  of  man  in  its  totality,'  al- 
though he  is  daily  witnefs  to  part-ofthe  operation..  -We  never, fee- 
a  river  in  a  flood,  but  vv'e  niuft  acknowledge  the  carrying  away  of 
part  of  our  land,  to  be  funk  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea  ;  we  never 
fee  a  itorni  uoon  the  coaft,  but  we  are  informed  of  a  hoftile  attack 
of  the  fea  upon  our  courvtry,;  attacks  which-rouft,  in  time,  we^ar 
away  the  bulwarks  of  our  foil,  and  fap  the  foundations  of  cut 
dwellingi.  Thus,  great  things  are  not  underitood  without  the  atia-i. 
lyling  of  many  operations,  and  the  coimbination  of  time  vvith  rrjany 
events  happening  in  fucceffion.'     Vol.  i.  p.  182. 

This  deftru£lion  of  our  habitations  by  ftorms  rather  weakens 
in  our  apprehenfion  than  fttengthens  the  general  argumeirt : 
for  if  ftorms  do  deltroy,  in  one  place,  part  of  a  continent,  \i\ 
another  the  fea  retires,  and  makes  ample  compenfation  for  its 
ravages.  Thus,  we  iliould  be  inclined  to  admit,  towards  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  continent,  only  that  part  of  the  earth  whi'cli 
is  carried  d-own  bv  the  rivers  into  the  fta  :  and  from  this  a  va!t 
tledu6tion  is  to  be  made  for  the  mud  generally  prevailing  iri 
moil  leftuaries.  As  we  cannot  fee  fufHcient  ground  to  be~ 
lieve  in  the  deftruc^ion  of  any  land  by  the  fea  without  com- 
penfation in  another  place,  we  are  not  ready  to  join  the  au* 
thor  in  the  refult  of  his  inquiries  into  the  origin  of  the  earth, 
*  that  there  is  to  be  found  no  veftige  of  a  beginning,  no 
profpe£t  of  an  end.' 

Having  given  us  the  outlines  of  his  theory,  our  author  pro^ 
ceeds  to  anfwer  tlie  obje6lions  brought  againft  it :  and  in  this 
part  we  are  continually  diverted  from  the  main  objeft  by  re- 
marks on  theories  in  general,  and  the  want  of  proper  know- 
ledge in  the  objeclors.     Thus  we  are  told — 

'■  I  wrote  a  general  theory  for  the  iiifpeftion  of  philcfopherss 
who  doubtlefs  will  point  out  its  errors;  but  this  requires  the  fludy 
of  nature,  which  is  not  the  work  of  a  day;  and,  i:i  this  political 
age,  the  ftudy  of  nature  feems  to  be  bwt  little  piuTued  bv  cur  phi- 
lolophcrs.  In  the  mean  time,  there  are,  on  the  one  hapd,  fcepti- 
cal  philofophers,  who  think  there  is  nothing  certain  in  nature,  be-, 
caufe  there  is  mifconceptiou  in  the  mind  of  man ;  on  the  other 
hand,  there  are  many  credulous  amateurs,  who  go  to  nature  to  be 
entertained  as  we  go  to  fee  a  pantomime  :  but  there  me  alfo  fuper* 
ficial  reafoning  men,  who  think  tliemfclves  qualified  to  write  on 
fiibjc£ls  on  which  they  may  have  read  in  books, — fubje(fi:s  wh'ch 
they  may  have  feen  in  cabinets,  and  which,  perhaps,  they  have; 
juft  learned  to  name;  without  truly  knowing  what  they  fee,  the^y 
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think  they  know  tlrofe  regions  of  the  earth  which  never  can  he 
fcen  ;  and  they  judge  of  the  great  operations  of  the  mineral  king- 
dom, frorrMiaviu^  kindled  a  fire,  and  looked  into  the  bottom  of  a 
little  crucihle.'     Vol.  i.  p.  250. 

We  are  of  our  authcir's  opinion,  that,  in  a  quefliori  like 
fhis,  the  trifling  dedudions  from  a  crucible  are  of  no  confe- 
quence  :  we  allow  hini  the  power  to  (hoot  up  a  continent 
<vhen  he  pleafcs  :  and  the. continent  fent  tip  will,  by  a  regular 
procefs,  "w^ell  known  to  travellers  in  the  Alps,  be,  after  fome 
hundred  years,  capable  of  fupporting  animal  life:  but  our 
^^nly  difficulty  is  iri  granting  him  materials  from  our  prefent 
continents ;  and  if  little  crucible  experiments  are  properly  re- 
jected, we  muft  add,  that  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the 
ilru£lure  of  the  prefent  earth  is  requifite,  and  faifts  of  greater 
magnitude  are  to  be  produced,  than  a  few  trifling  circum- 
ftancesj  it  may  be,  from  an  ifland,  or  the  Alps,  or  the  Andes, 
before  we  Involve  ourfelves  in  a  theory  embracing  the  de- 
n.ru£tion  of  t]>e  prefent  and  birth  of  future  earths- 
There  is  one  fault  in  this  part^  and  which  pervades  the 
two  volumes, — the  quotations  from  the  French  are  very  long, 
very  tedious,  and  they  are  not  tranflated.  Now,  if  there  was 
any  thing  remarkable  in  the  ftyle  of  the  authors  quoted,  there 
might  be  fome  reafon  for  prefenting  them  in  the  original  i. 
but,  when  they  relate  only  dry  fa<£ls,  which  might  jufl  as  well 
have  been  given  in  Englifh,  it  is  a  very  hard  tax  upon  a  great 
part  of  the  readers,  to  deprive  them  of  the  opportunity  of 
following  the  thread  ox  the  argument,  and  to  make  them  pay 
twice  as  much  as  was  necefTiiry.  We  travelled^  however,  very 
pleafantly  with  our  author  and  his  friends  through  feveral 
parts  of  Europe,  as  they  are  defcribed  in  this  Anglo-gallic 
book.  If  the  dedu^llons  do  not  every-where  fupport  the  hy- 
pothefis,  they  prefent  many  ftrong  arguments  for,  the  confi- 
deration  of  tJic  mineralogitl ;  and  the  feclion  on  the  forma- 
tion of  coral  defei:ves  particular  attention.  But  we  miuft  con- 
fefa,  that,  as  a  theory,  it  is  not  arranged  in  the  beft  form  :  there 
15  much  fuperfluous  matter  j  and  we  are  threatene4  with  a  far- 
ther progrefs  in  the  work.  The  theory  might  be  drawn  up 
in  a  fourth  part  of  one  volume,  and  the  reafoning  on  all  the 
French  quotations,  with  as  much  of  the  matter  abridged  as 
was  neceflary,  might  have  been  contained  'in  the  remainder. 
Thus  the  author's  fentiments  might  have  been  better  exa- 
mined. But,  that  we  may  do  them  flrid  juftice,  we  will  in 
his  own  words  give  the  refult  of  his  fpeculations- 

*  Let  us  then  take  a  curfory  view  of  this  fyftera  of  things,  upon 
T.'hich  we  have  proceeded  in  our  theoiy,  and  upon  which  the  con^ 
liitution  oi  this  world  fecms  to  depend. 
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*  Our  folid  earth  is  every  where  \vaft#d,  where  expofed  to  the 
■day.  The  fummits  of  the  mountahis  are  necefTarily  degnuied.  The 
folid  and  weighty  materials  of  thofe  mountains  are  every  where 
urged  through  the  valleys,  by  the  force  of  running  writer.  The 
foil,  which  is  prodiiced  in  the  de(tni<Sion  of  the  folid  earth,  is 
gradually  travelled  by  the  moving  water,  but  is  conftantiy  fup- 
plying  vegetation-  with  its  necelTary  aid.  This  travelled  foil"  is  at 
lall  dcpofited  upon  the  coaft,  where  it  forms  moft  fertile  countriee. 
Eut  the  billows  of  the  ocean  agitate  the  loofe  materials  upon  the 
fhore,  and  wear  away  the  coafl,  with  the  endlefs  repetitions  of 
this  aft  of  power,  or  this  imparted  force.  Thus  the  continent  of 
our  earth,  fapped  in  its  foundation,  is  carried  away  into  the  deep, 
and  funk  again  at  the  bottom  oi  the  fea,  from  whence  it  had  ori- 
ginated. 

'  We  are  thus  led  to  fee  a  circulation  in  the  matter  of  this  globe, 
and  a  fyfteni  of  beautiful  ceconomy  in  the  works  of  nature.  This 
earth,  like  the  body  of  an  animal,  is  wafted  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
16  repaired.  It  has  a  ftate  of  growth  and  augmentation  ;  it  has 
another  flate,  which  is  that  of  diminution  and  decay.  This  world 
is  thus  deftroyed  in  one  part,  but  it  is  renewed  in  another;  and  the 
operations  by  which  this  world  is  thus  conftantly  renewed,  are  ns 
evident  to  the  feientific  eye,  as  are  thofe  in  which  it  is  necefTirily 
deftroyed.  The  marks  oi  the  internal  fire,  by  which  the  rocks  be- 
neath the  fea  are  hardened,  and  by  which  the  land  is  produced 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  have  nothing  in  them  which  is  doubt- 
ful  or  ambiguous.  .The  deftroying  operations  again,  though  placed 
within  the  reach  of  our  examination,  and  evidtnt  aimoft  to  every 
obferver,  are  no  more  acknowledged  by  mankind,  than  is  that  (yi~ 
tern  of  renovation  which  philofophy  alone  difcovers.  ' 

*  It  is  only  in  fciencc  that  any  queftion  concerning  the  origin 
and  end  of  things  is  formed  ;  nnd  it  is  in  fcience  only  that  the  re- 
folution  of  thofe  queftions  is  to  be  attained.  The  natural  opera- 
tions of  this  globe,  by  which  the  fize  and  fliapc  of  our  land  are 
changed,  are  fo  flow. as  to  be  altogether  imperceptible  to  men  who 
are  employed  in  purfuiag  the  various  occupations  of  life  and  lite- 
rature. We  muft  not  a!k  the  induftrious  inhabitant,  for  the  end 
or  origin  of  this  earth;  he  fees  the  prefent,  and  he  looks  no  farther 
into  the  works  of  time  than  his  experience  can  fupply  his  reafon. 
We  muft  not  allc  the  ftatefman,  who  looks  into  the  hiftory  of  time 
pa  ft,  for  the  rife  and  fall  of  empires  ;  he  proceeds  upon  the  idea  of 
a  ftationary  earth,  and  moil  juftly  has  a  refpeft  to  nothing  but  the 
influence  of  moral  caufes.  It  is  in  the  philofophy  of  nature  that 
the  natural  hiftory  of  this  earth  is  to  be  ftudied  ;  and  we  muft  not 
allow  ourftlves  ever  to  reafon  without  proper  data,  or  to  fabricate 
a  fyftem  of  apparent  wifdom  in  the  folly  of  a  hypothetical;  de- 
lufion. 

When,  to  a  feientific  view  of  the  fubje<ft,  we  join  the  proof 
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which  has  been  giver,  thatin  all  the  quarters  of  the  globe  In  every  place 
upon  the  A'rface  of  the  earth,  there  are  tiie  moft  undoubted  marks 
of  the  continued  provrefs  of  thofe  ooerations  which  wear  awav  and 
wafte  tlie  land,  both  in  its  heighth  and  width,  its  elevation  anci 
extenfion,  and  that  for  a  fpacs  of  duration  in  which  our  meafures 
of  time  are  loft,  we  mull:  lit  down  con cented  with  this  limitation  of 
our  retrafpscl,  as  well  jis  profpe6t,  and  acknowledge,  that  it  is  in 
vain  to  feek  for  any  coirtpiitation  of  the  time,  during  which  the 
matenals  of  this  earth  had  been  prepared  in  a  preceding  world,  and 
coiledtcd  at  the  bottom  of  a  forrrer  fea. 

'  The  fvTteai  of  this  earth  will  appear  to  comprehend  many  dif- 
ferent operations,  or  it  exhibits  various  pow.ers  co-operating  for  the 
production  of  thofe  appearances  which  we  properly  underfl.ind  in 
knowing  caufes.  Thus,  in  order  to  tuiderfland  the  natural  con- 
formation oi  this  country,  or  the  particular  fliape  of  any  other 
place  upon  the  globe,  it  is  not  enough  to  fee  the  effects  of  thofe 
power,',  which  griduaily  wafte  and  wear  away  the  furface,  we  mufi: 
alfo  fee  how  tholis  powers  afFefting  the  furface  operate,  or  by  what 
principle  they  aft. 

*.Berides,  feeing  thofe  powers  which  are  employed  in  thus 
changing  the  furface  of  the  earth,  we  mufi:  alfo  obferve  how  their 
iorce  is  naturally  augmented  with  the  declivity  of  the  ground  on 
wHich  they  operate.  Neither  is  it  fufticient  to  underftand  by  what 
powers  the  furface  is  impaired,  for,  it  may  be  allced,  why,  in  equal 
circumfbnces,  one  part  is  more  impaired  than  another  ;  this  then 
leads  to  the  examination  of  the  mineral  fyftem,  in  which  are  de- 
termined  the  hardnefs  and  iblidity,  cojifequently,  the  permanency 
of  thofe  bodies  of  which  our  land  is  compofed  ;  and  here  are  fources 
of  indefinite  variety. 

'  In  the  fyftem  of  the  globe  every  thing  muft  be  confiftent. 
The  changing  and  deftroyiug  operations  of  the  furface  expofed  to 
the  ftm  and  influences  of  the  atmofphere,  muft  correfpond'to  thofe 
by  which  land  is  compofed  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea;  and  the  con- 
foiidating  operations  of  the  mineral  region  muft  correfpond  to  thofe 
appearances  which  in  the  rocks,  the  veins,  and  folid  ftones,  give 
fuch  evident,  fuch  univerfal  teftimony  of  the  power  of  fire,  in 
bringing  bodies  into  fufion,  or  introducing  fluidity,  the  neceffary 
prelude  to  folidity  and  concretion. 

'  Thofe  various  powers  of  nature  have  thus  been  employed  ir^ 
the  theory,  to  explain  things  which  commonly  appear ;  or  rather, 
it  is  from  things  which  univerfally  appear  that  caufes  have  been 
concluded,  upon  fcientific  principles,  for  thofe  efFefts.  A  fyftem 
5s  thus  formed,  in  generalifing  all  thofe  different  eftefts,  or  in. 
afcribing  all  thofe  particular  operations  to  a  general  end.  This 
end,  the  fubjeft  of  our  ui*derftanding,  is  then  to  be  confidered  as 
an  object  of  defign  ;  and,  in  this  defign,  we  may  perceive,  either 
wifdom,  fo  far  as  the  ends  and  means  are  properly  adapted,  or 
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benevolence,  fo  far  as  that  fyftem  is  contrived  for  the  benefit  of 
beings  who  are  capable  of  fvifieringpain  and  pleafure,  and  of  judg- 
ing good  and  evil. 

*  But,  in  this  phyfical  difTertation,  we  are  limited  to  confider  the 
manner  in  which  things  prefent  have  been  made  to  come  to  pafs, 
and  not  to  inq;iire  concerniing  ti.c;  moral  end  for  which  thofe  things 
may  have  been  calculated.  Therefore,  in  purfuing  this  objeft,  I 
am  next  to  examine  fa<5ls,  with  regard  to  the  mineraiogical  part  of 
the  theory,  from  which,  perhaps,  light  may  be  thrown  upon  the 
fubjeift ;  and  to  endeavour  to  anfwer  obje^lions,  or  lolve  difficul- 
ties, which  may  naturally  occur  from  the  confideration  qf  particu- 
lar appearances.'     Vol.  ii.  P.  561. 


The  Birth  and  Triumph  of  Love.     A  Poem.     By  Sir  y antes 
Bland  BurgeSf  Bart.     /^to.     bs.  fewed.     Egerton.     1796. 

T  tT pi^ura  poe/is,  is  an  ancient  adage  well  illuftrated  by  the 
^  elegant  poem  before  us.  About  the  time  of  the  marriage 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  if  we  miftake  not,  a  feries  of  en- 
gravings were  publiflied  by  Mr.  Tomkins,  underftood  to  be 
from  drawings  by  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  entitled.  The  Birth 
and  Triumph  of  Cupid^  and  confifling  of  four  and  twenty  al- 
legorical plates,  the  fubje(£ls  of  which  were  as  follows — 

*  Birth^ — Going  alone — Finds  his  Bow  and  Arrow — Trying  his 
Arrow — Dreams  there  is  a  World — Going  in  fearch  of  the  World 
— Alighting  on  the  World — Miilakes  his  Mark— In  Vexation 
breaks  his  Bow  — Meets  a  Heart — Weeps  for  the  Lofs  of  bis  Bow 
and  Arrow — His  Arms  reftored  —  Sharpening  his  Arrow — Stringing 
his  Bow — Returning  Thanks — Arrives  at  the  Hill  of  Difficulty — 
Turns  away  in  Defpair — Pi'Ieets  with  Hope — Afcends  the  Hill  with 
Hope — Reflingon  Hope  firikes  the  Hearts — Offering  up  the  Hearts 
— Uniting  the  Hearts — Preparing  for  Triumph — Triumphant.' 

They  were  meant,  it  is  faid,  to  compliment  the  king  and 
<jueen. 

Upon  this  flender  and  fanciful  foundation,  fir  J.  Bland  Burges 
has  raifed  an  allegorical  poem  in  the  ftanza  of  Spencer,  which 
pofTefles,  befides  a  correal  and  harmonious  verfification,  a 
great  deal  of  beautiful  imagery,  with  a  itrpan  of  chaise  and 
lofty  fentiment,  adapted  to  the  genius  of  the  higher  kinds  of 
poetry.     The  firft  canto  thus  opens — 

*  Of  Love  I  fing — not  of  that  treacherous  boy 
To  whom  the  impure  Venus  erlt  gave  birth, 
Whofe  venomcd  lliatts  empoifon  mortal  jwy. 
Confounding  honour,  virtue,  rank,  and  worth  ; 
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Whole  midnight  orgies  ftamp  on  lawlefs  mirth 
The  forged  image  of  celeftial  pleafure, 
Drawing  from  heaven  the  foul  of  man  to  earth, 
With  foul  alloy  debafing  pureft  treafure — 
That  boy,  and  that  boy's  deeds  fliall  not  pollute  my  meafurer 


p.  I. 


The  poet  proceeds  to  defcribe  love,  in  that  high  fenfe  in 
which  it  is  taken  by  Lucretius,  — and  hideed,  more  fentimen- 
tally,  as  the  univerfal  bond  of  union  through  all  nature. 
The  growth  and  childifli  paflimes  of  the  infant  god  are  de- 
fcribed  in  the  following  lines  with  equal  fancy  and  elegance  — 

*  Awhile,  as  if  entranced,  he  gazed  around  : 

He  moved,  and  heaven  with  unknown  radiance  gleamed  ; 
He  fpoke,  and  hftening  angels  hailed  thQ  found  j 
He  fmiled,  and  univerfal  nature  beamed. 
By  infant  Love  fubdued  creation  feempd  : 
And  time  tranfported  all  his  power  confefled  ; 
Of  prefcnt  joys  and  future  blifs  he  dreamed, 
Of  conlbnt  hearts  with  lading  union  blelfed; 
Then  fondly  clafped  the' cherub  to  his  glowing  bread, 

*  As,  when  from  parent  fountain  firfldifcharged. 
The  filver  Thames  purfues  his  new-born  courfe. 
His  narrow  pebbly  bed  with  rulhes  niarged 
Scarce  feels  the  influence  of  his  humid  fource ; 
He,  as  he  onward  rolls,  acquires  new  force. 

His  ample  current  proud  thro'  meads  to  guide, 
'         And'  'twixt  his  banks  to  keep  a  wide  divorce  ; 
While  Britain's  fons  to  his  expanfe  confide 
Britannia's  bulwarks  and  her  merchant's  pride. 

'  Thus  feeble  were  at  firft  the  powers  of  Love. 
His  foft  round  limbs  had  yet  to  learn  their  ufe  ; 
If  latent  vigour  prompted  him  to  move. 
He  felt  his  infant  legs  their  aid  refufe. 
But  falls  on  jether  could  not  much  inifufe 
^therial  fubllance  :  quickly  ftronger  grown, 
'  No  more  his  weak  attempts  hJs  hopes  abufe  ; 
With  native  grace  his  playful  tricks  are  fljewn, 
He  tries— he  Iteps — he  fhouls  to  find  he  goes  alonc» 

*  Pure  filvery  curls  his  pohfl^ied  forehead  deck. 
Skirt  his  encrinifoned  cheeks  with  modelt  crace. 
And  hang  enamoured  o'er  his  ivorv  neck  : 

The  fniile  of  extacy  illumes  his  face; 
His  looks,  his  freps,  proclaim  his  heavenly  race; 
While  the  bright  luftre  of  his  liquid  eye 
Infidious  tempts  the  fond  regard  to  trace 
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The  thoiifancl  charms  which  there  in  ambiifh  lie — . 
To  catch  one  blifsful  glance,  then  pine,  perhaps,  and  die. 

*  But  his  free  fpirit  no  fiich  perils  feared  j 
Gaily  he  tript,  around  diffufing  joy  : 

Where  e'er  he  turned,  the  face  of  heaven  was  cheered, 
And  fportive  cherubs  flocked  to  join  the  boy. 
He  taught  the  day  in  frefti  delights  t'  employ  : 
Now,  to  outiirip  fleet  Time  he'd  fliew  his  powers ; 
And  then,  with  playful  wantonnefs,  decoy 
TJiro'  many  an  artful  maze  the  rofy  Hours, 
To  weave  with  him  the  dance  beneath  celeftial  bowers.'  p.  6. 

Love,  however,  as  he  advances  towards  maturity,  begins  to 
figh  for  fome  more  appropriate  exercife  of  his  powers.  While 
he  is  mufing  on  his  own  deftination,  a  bow  and  arrows  arc 
iropt  from  heaven  at  his  feet.  He  inftind^ively  catches  them 
up  with  eagernefs,  but  jinds  no  objetl  on  which  to  employ 
them.     At  length — 

*  Tired  bv  the  conflift  which  opprefled  his  mind 
Love  fought  repofe.     His  languid  limbs  outfpread 
On  foft  jetherial  couch,  he  lay  reclin'd  : 

One  hand  a  little  raifed  his  drooping  head  ; 
While  from  the  other  hung  his  arms  fo  dread. 
With  feeble  ;.nd  half-confcious  grafp  retained  ; 
£ut,  as  approaching  deep  his  influence  flied, 
And  o'er  his  frame  relaxed  dominion  gained, 
They  fell,  and  at  his  feet  confufedly  rem.ained.'     p.  i^. 

In  this  fituntion  a  feraph  is  fent  to  fliow  him  In  a  vifion  the 
folar  fyftetn,  and  to  inform  him  that  the  fifth  of  the  planets 
which  he  fees,  is  to  be  the  fphere  of  his  dominion.  He 
awakes,  tranfported  with  joy,  and  prepares  to  feek  his  deftined 
habitation.  As  he  fails  through  xther,  the  guardian  fpirits  of 
each  planet  come  out  to  meet  and  oifer  him  their  gratulations. 
At  length  he  comes  within  figh'  of  this  earth,  attrailive  with 
verdure  and  beauty,  but  empty  of  inhabitants  ;  for  man  is 
not  yet  created.  He  is  particularly  attra£led, — the  reader 
might  fuppofe,  perhaps,  by  the  foft  fhores  of  Ionia,  the  lux* 
urious  climate  of  Greece,  or  the  myrtle  groves  of  Parthenope  : 
but,  ar,  ahghting  on  thcfe  would  not  ferve  the  author's  pur- 
pofe,  he  mull  be  permitted  to  find  fupcrior  charms  in  a  far 
fequejlereii  ifland,  lying  in  between  50  and  60  degrees  of  north 
Jatjtude.     Here  then 

*  On  a  high  cliff  with  light  defcent  he  ftands, 

And,  lirft  on  Britain's  fliores  the  world's  great  mafter  ftands.' 

And  thus  concludes  the  firli  canto. 

1  The 


4J  JBurgds^s  Birth  and  Triumph  of  Love. 

The  fecond  canto  opens  with  a  beautiful  defcriptlon  of  the 
face  of  nature,  as  feen  by  Love  in  the  deep  repofe  of  perfeft 
folitude,  in  the  early  dawn,  the  mountains  being  yet  covered 

with  mid. 

*  And  foon,  his  golden  trefles  waving  high,. 
The  mounting  fun  his  dazzling  orb  unveiled  : 
From  his  refplendent  chamber  thro'  the  fky 
Confcious  of  proud  pre-eminence  he  failed. 
Enraptured  Love  his  genial  influence  hailed  ; 
And,  as  from  earth's  wide  furface  odours  fweet 
Afcending  faft  his  raviflied  fenfe  regaled, 
With  ardour  yet  unfelt  his  bofom  beat 

The  unknown  objeft  of  his  deftined  fearch  to  meet.'     p.  30, 

Wandering  on,  he  comes  to  a  foreft:  (Windfor  forefl)  :  here 
he  amufes  hlmfelf  with  fliooting  againft  the  trees, — but,  being 
as  yet  a  very  indifferent  markfman,  is  difappointed,  and  in 
vexation  breaks  his  bow  and  arrows.  At  an  unfortunate  mo- 
ment he  broke  them,  for  foon  after  he  fees  a  very  ftrange  ap- 
pearance indeed,  for — 

* fudden  crofs  his  path  difportlng  flew, 

Or  feemed  to  fly,  along  the.  verdant  plain, 
An  undefined  form  of  fanguine  hue, 
Which  fometimes  feemed  to  court,  fometimes  to  fhun  hi^ 
view. 

*  It's  t?.p;ering  point  now  lightly  fkimmed  the  ground, 
Half-hid  beneath  the  herbage  ;  while  above 

Its  broad  unequal  furface,  Irnooth  and  round, 
With  fhadowy  wings  difplayed  appeared  to  rove 
Thro'  all  the  varied  windings  of  the  grove.  -• 
Not  far  rem.ote  a  kindred  form  was  flraying, 
Of  equnl  power  from  place  to  place  to  move, 
Yet  for  the  other's  near  approach  ne'er  Haying, 
But  fliil  in  different  lines  and  feparate  orbits  playing.'^    p.  36, 

Love  having  atoned  for  his  pettifhnefs  by  repentance  and 
prayer,  two  doves  are  fent  to  him  with  a  new  bow  and  arrows, 
■with  which  he  purfucs  the  hearts,  which  lead  him  a  chafe  of 
many  miles.  At  length  he  comes  to  the  hill  of  difficulty  .-  —  this; 
the  hearts  eafily  fly  over  j  but  Love  is  left  floundering  in  a  forti 
of  flough  of  defpondency  at  the  bottom,  where,  after  having 
wept  a  while,  he  is  going  to  kill  himfelf  with  his  dart ;  but  in 
that  moment  Hope  appears,  and  brings  him  an  anchor ^  afEfted, 
by  which  he  flies  to  the  top. 

^  Grafping  the  anchor  faft,  his  plumes  he  fpreads, 

And 
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And  thro'  the  region  with  contagion  fraught 
Intrepid  foars— — 

Who  ever  heard  before  of  ati  anchor  affifting  people  to  fly  ? 
We  muft  fay  that  John  Bunyan  has  managed  his  hill  of  drffi- 
culty  better.  "When  Love  has  got  to  the  top  by  the  help  of  this 
anchor,  he  fees  again  the  objedls  of  his  purfuit,  and  difcharg- 
ing  his  arrov/,  tranfi.xesat  once  both  the  hearts.  And  novr, 
whom  does  the  reader  fuppofe  thefe  hearts,  thus  predeftined  to 
each  other,  and  the  obje6ts  of  fuch  a  grand  apparatus  of  my- 
thology, belong  to  ? — They  are  the  hearts,  gentle  reader,  of 
our  moil  gracious  king  and  queen  !  and  they  are  carried  off  by 
Love  in  his  triumphal  chariot  drawn  by  doves,  and  fafely  laid 
up  in  the  empyreal  heavens,  from  whence,  in  due  time,  they 
were  to  defccnd  again  toblefs  mankind,  and  extend  the  empire 
of  Love  over  Britain — 

*  And  now  vicVoiious  Love  the  world  forfook. 
Yet,  as  thro'  lether's  fields  his  courfe  he  bent, 
Towards  his  loved  planet  a  departing  look, 
And  an  unconfcious  fig-h  he  fondlv  fent. 
But  foon  regret  gave  way  to  pure  content : 
For  now  the  gates  of  heaven  far  beaming  flione, 
Now  thro'  angelic  hofts  he  joyful  went, 
His  quell  performed,  his  high  ac'nevement  won, 
To  lay  his  glorious  prize  before  th'  eternal  throne.'     v.  58. 

Sir  J.  Bland  Burges  has  {hown  himfelf,  by  this  produ6fion, 
capable  of  a  higher  walk  of  poetry,  than  the  nature  of  his 
fubjecfl:  fairly  admits.  If  his  invention  has  been  affifted  in 
ibme  inftances  by  the  pencil  of  the  fair  artift,  it  has  been 
likewife  confined  to  a  track  :  and  what  was  in  the  firft  inilance 
an  elegant  complirnentary  trifle,  is  found  in  the  poet's  hands 
too  weak  to  fuftain  the  dignity  and  importance  to  which,  by 
his  mythological  fyftem,  he  has  endeavoured  to  raife  it-.  —  Ma- 
tcriamjupeiubat  opus. 


The  Hi/lu>y  a7id  AnUquit'ies  of  the  City  and  Suburbs  of  PVor" 
cejler.  By  Valentine  Green,  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  An- 
tiquurieSy  London.  2.  FoU.  ^i£.  ll.  2  2i.  6^:/.  Boards, 
Edwards.     1796. 

■J  T  is  of  great  advantage  to  a  reader  to  underftand  the  title 
-*■  of  the  book  which  he  means  to  perufe,  left  he  fhould 
fifuitlefsly  employ  his  time,  and  find  little  or  nothing  on  tliofe 
fubjefts  which  he  may  deem  moft  interefting.  The  word 
•  Hiftory'  is  fo  continually  ufed  in  a  vague  feufe,  that,  whether 
it  is  the  hiftory  of  Tom  Two-ilioes,  of  England,  of  Worceftcr, 
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or  of  any  other  place,  the  author  feems  entitled  to  take  it  into 
his  fervice.  The  hiftories  of  countries  are  frequently  nothing 
eife  but  the  hiflory  of  a  few  men,  and  generally  the  worft 
men  in  that  country.  The  intrigues,  the  fohies,  t<iiQ  actions 
of  a  court,  are  difplayed  with  ridiculous  minutcnefs,  while 
the  reader  in  vain  looks  for  an  account  of  thofe  caufes  which 
raifed  a  nation  to  wealth  and  confequence,  or  reduced  it  to 
poverty  and  ignominy.  The  prefent  work  may,  upon  the 
lame  grounds,  be  entitled  a  '  hiflory  ;*  and  it  is  alfo  a  hiflory  of 
Worcefter,  that  is  of  walls  and  flained  glais,  of  tombs  and 
old  churches.  The  cathedral  church  affords  matter  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  firfl  volume.  An  Appendix,  with  pa- 
rochial churches,  divides  the  fecond.  Should  a  reader 
\vi{h  to  know  what  was  the  ftate  of  the  city  in  each  century, 
what  were  the  changes  it  has  fucceflively  undergone,  what 
were  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  what  was  its  trade, — ah 
turn  eft  ftkntium.  Thefe  are  of  trifling  importance,  compared 
with  a  dlfpute  between  the  married  priefts  and  the  monks,  of 
which  we  have  read  over  and  over  again  in  all  hiftories  of 
England, — or  with  the  invefllgation  of  the  name  of  a  bifhop 
or  a  dean,  or  the  explanation  of  an  old  monument.  But  flill 
much  ufeful  Information  may  be  derived  from  thjs  work  :  it 
may  be  faid  to  contain  fome  excellent  materials  forahiftory  of 
Worceller  ;  and  in  its  prefent  itate  it  will  naturally  gratify 
the  curiofity  of  ftrangers  in  many  refpe^ls  ;  and  the  inhabit 
iants  will  be  pleafed  with  being  able  to  point  out  the  ancient 
cellars  and  eating  parlours  of  the  former  refidents  in  the  ca- 
thedral. 

The  flyle  of  our  author  is  llifFand  affecled.  He  feems  to 
be  ftudying  every  moment,  in  what  words  he  is  to  exprefs  a 
very  plain  thought:  and  we  mufl  confefs  that  he  is  not  often 
happy  in  his  choice.  As  a  fpecimen,  we  (hall  give  his  re- 
lieclions  following  the  account  of  a  chapel,  whofe  ornaments 
had  been  judicioufly  plaiflered  over,  to  prefcrve  them  from 
fanatical  outrajie — 

'  The  defign  of  this  chapel  was  evidently  defeftive  while  thofc 
"figures  were  detached  from  it,  and  remained  unfeen.  They  were 
intended  to  foim  the  groundwork  of  its  piirpofe,  to  which  everv 
other  part  of  the  flriicture  has  a  reference.  And  as  indifpenfable 
to  its  hiflory,  they  are  thence  feen  to  occupy  the  firll  llation  in  its 
arrangement. 

*  it  is  neither  incurious,  nor  unworthy  of  remark,  that  thefc 
objefts  which  had  their  origin  in  the  purity  of  paternal  afleftion, 
mingled  with  the  ardency  of  pious  devotion  that  charaaeyiz.ed  the 
ai;e  \\\  which  they  were  produced,  in  lefs  than  fifty  years  afterwards 
Utcame  utterly  obnoxious,  from  that  very  devotion  that  ha4  called 

then> 
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th?TO  into  exigence,  which,  from  its  having  not  only  become  fuf- 
pefted,  but  convifted,  of  fo'icring  principles  inimical  to  civil  au- 
thority, for  that  offence  was  rooted  up  and  aboliflied.  To  that 
exploded  irifluence,  regal  power,  confoiidating  fpiritual  and  tempo- 
ral interefls,  fuccteded,  and  in  both  fuiidions  became  abfoliite. 
The  next  century  favv  the  complete  overthrow  of  that  fyflem,  and 
the  iron  age  of  democratic  ufarpation  and  fanatic  hypocrify  prevail. 
Scarcely  half  another  century  elapfed,  in  rhc  early  pare  of  which 
period  a  reflcration  of  royal  authority  was  etfedled,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter part  a  revolution  took  place, _  that  elicited  a  conftitution  capable 
to  ftand  the  teft  of  time,  guarantee  the  bieffings  of  union  and  peace 
to  future  ages,  and  has  thence  "  made  thefc  odds  all  even."  Such 
have  been  the  great  national  vicifiitudes  the  two  laft  centuries  have 
\VirfielTcd,  and  to  which  the  narrow  fpot  we  have  thus  long  been 
biified  about,  has  borne  more  than  a  common  fliare  of  interefting 
teftlmnny. 

*  Confidered  as  one  of  the  earlieft  efforts  exifting  of  that  clafs 
of  refined  Gothic  art  that  has  ventured  to  add  re  fs  itfeif  to  the  fubll- 
irity  of  fentiment,  and  not  lefs  fuccefsfully  direded  to  the  judg- 
ment than  to  the  paffions,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  lliill  wich 
which  its  leading  points  are  managed.  As  a  lelfon  prepared  with 
profound  reafoning,  capable  of  inducing  wholelome  reflection  iji 
.minds  at  all  fufceptible  of  thought,  this  "  fcrmon  in  ftone,"  which 
even  he  who  runs  may  read  to  the  moil:  ufeful  purpofe :  this  fpec- 
tacle  of  folemn  magnificence,  teeming  with  infcrudion,  'produced 
in  that  eventful  age  for  pure  Gothic  archite<5lurc,  in  which  its  mo- 
deft  and  fimple  beauties  bloomed  and  expired,  cannot  be  contem- 
plated without  pleaiure,  nor  f^udled  without  advantage.'  Vol.  i- 
r.  io6. 

The  progrefs  of  the  reformation,  drawn  from  a  mpinufcript 
of  bifliop  Blandford,  will  fhow  the  changeable  dlfpofuion  of 
the  Englilh  priefts  in  the  fixteenth  century — 

'  When  the  royal  fiat  had  pronounced  that  the  tyranny  of  pon- 
tifical power  fliould  ceaf'^  in  England,  we  trace  the  operation  oi 
that  mandate  in  this  church  through  a  regular  progreffion  of  its  ef- 
fedts,  to  the  final  ciofing  of  that  important  fcene.  The  confequent 
removal  and  deflruiTtion  of  chapels,  altars,  flirines,  tombs,  relics, 
images,  crolfes,  millais,  lie.  which  took  place  in  this  ^cathedral, 
and  in  other  churches  and  parts  of  this  city,  have  in  part  already 
been  noticed  \inder  their  refpeftive  heads  and  d:!tcs.  IJifliop  Bland- 
tprd's  Manufcript  furniflies  the  following  detail  in  addition,  which 
appears  to  complete  the  eventful  hifiory  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
ancient  church  difcinline  on  the  inonkidi  fvffeni  at  Worccfler,  car- 
ried  down  to  the  time  of  the  full  adoption  of  the  ritual  of  the  re- 
formed church  of  England,  as  by  law  eflabliflied. 

"  In  Jruuiary,  A.  D.  15.39,  the  monks  of  this  church  put  on 
f^cular  habits,  and  the  priory  fuirendeiid. 

«  A.  D. 
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"  A.  D.  1 5+7.  On  candlemas  day,  no  candles  were  hallowed,  or- 
borne.     On  Afti  Wednefday  no  afhes  haHowed. 

"  A.  D.  1548.  March  25th,  being  Pakn  Sunday,  no  palms  hal- 
lowed, nor  crofs  borne  on  Eafter  eve  ;  no  fire  hallowed,  bat  the: 
pafchal  taper,  and  the  font.  On  Eafter  day  the  pix,  with  the  fa- 
crament  in  it,  was  taken  out  of  the  fepuichre,  ihey  finging  "  Chrifl 
is  rifen,"  without  proceflion.  On  Good  Friday,  no  creeping  to 
the  crofs. 

"  Alfo  on  the  20th  of  October  was  taken  away  the  cup  with  the 
body  of  X'  from  the  high  altar  of  St.  Mary's  church,  (i.  e.  the 
cathedral)  and  in  other  churches  and  chapels. 

"  A.  D.  1549.  No  fepulchre,  or  fervice  of  fepukhre,  on  Good 
Friday.  On  Eafter  even  no  pafchal  hallowed,  nor  fire,  nor  incenfe, 
nor  font.  On  the  2.3d  April,  this  year,  was  mafs,  matins,  even- 
fong,  and  all  other  fervjce  in  Englifli.  All  books  of  divine  fervice 
were  brought  to  the  bidiop,  viz.  mafs-hooks,  gcaduals,  pies  port, 
and  legends,  iuid  were  burned. 

"  A.  D.  1551.  la  all  the  time  of  bifliop  Hooper  were  no  chil- 
dren confirmed. 

"  A.  D.  1559.  Midfummer  fervice  altered." 

'  At  this  point  the  boundary  of  papal  dominion  over  the  church 
of  Worcefter  appears  to  have  been  fixed.  It  was  here  all  its  povv'crs 
were  fufpended,  and  its  influ«nce  totally  overthrown.  It  was  now 
the  hallowed  fires  of  its  delufive  religion  were  extinguifhed,  the 
fweet  fcented  odours  of  its  incenfe  evaporated,  and  the  glories  of  its 
fplendid  altars  faded  away :  it  was  now  that  the  folemnity  of  its 
proceffions  and  pageants  clofed,  the  voice  of  its  tide  and  even-fongs 
died  away,  and  all  the  functions  of  its  vaft  and  ponderous  machine- 
.'•y  ceafing  their  movements  together,  prefented  to  the  world  an 
awful  example  of  the  mutability  of  power,  in  which  even  that, 
whofe  foundation  was  thought  to  have  been  laid  on  a  rock  deemed 
impregnable,  and  held  facred  from  the  fuppcfed  divinity  of  its  ori- 
gin, difappeared  like  a  vapour  from  before  men's  eyes  \  and  its  cuf- 
loms  and  ceremonies,  whofe  obfervance  was  the  familiar  duty  of 
our  forefathers,  in  the  prefent  times  become  obfolete,  a  bye-word, 
and  almoii:  wholly  unknown  among  us.'     Vol.  i.   r.  iz"}. 

The  republican  fiat  in  France  met  with  ftronger  refiflancc  ; 
and  in  neither  cafe  can  we  lament  that  a  religion,  ellablifti- 
ing  itfelf  by  force,  was  fubject  to  the  viciffitudes  of  power. 

We  were  much  pleafed  with  the  follo%ving  extracl — 

*  The  city  library  is  an  inftitution  eftablifl^ed  in  1790;  its  direc- 
tion is  confided  to  a  prefident,  treafurer,  and  a  committee  of  i  ^ 
other  fubfcribing  members  of  the  focietv,  under  a  well  dioefted 
fyftem  of  regulations.  A  librarian  is  alfo  appointed,  with  a  falary 
adeq.uate  to  the  nature  of  his  duties.     The  eoikftion  of  books  i? 
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jiot  as  yet  very  abundant  ;  but  from  the  prercnts  it  receives,  and  the 
purchafes  annually  made  by  the  committee,  it  is  in  a  ftate  of  im- 
provement that  bids  fair  to  become  refpeftable  in  its  number  of 
books,  as  well  as  in  the  feleftion  of  its  authors.  The  buildino;  is 
the  property  of  the  Prefoyterian  fociety,  fitiiated  near  their  meeting- 
hoiiie,  on  the  north  fide  of  Angel-ftreet,  of  whom  the  fubfcribers 
to  the  library  hold  it  by  leafe.'     Vol.  ii.   p.  23. 

We  hope  that  it  will  be  a  refle£lIon  foon  on  every  town, 
not  to  have  a  library.  The  expenfe  is  fmall,  the  advantage 
great.  There  is  a  London  library,  which,  by'  a  very  little 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  rich  merchajits,  might,  in  no" 
great  length  of  time,  be  made  the  fined  in  tlie  world  :  but, 
whether  they  do  not  know  of  fuch  a  thing,  or  love  their  mo- 
ney too  much  or  general  knowledge  too  little,  the  library  on 
Ludgate-hill  is  probably  not  fuperior  to  that  of  Worcefter. 

The  work  is  enriched  with  plates,  wiiich  are  irr  general  very 
•vi'ell  executed;  and  the  two  volumes  will  make  a  very  ufeful 
and  ornamental  addition  to  the  library  of  an  antiquarian,  or 
a  citizen  of  Worcefter. 


Difcourfes  relating  to  the  E'iidences  of  Revealed  Religion  :  de- 
livered In  Fhiladelphia,  1796;  ayid  puhli/hed  at  the  Rcqiieft  cf 
many  of  the  Hearers.  By  Jofeph  Priejiley,  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
^c.  Sc.     8z'<?.     6s.  Boards.     Johnfon.     1796. 

TJ^VERY  liberal  and  humane  mind,  to  whatever  political 
party  It  may  incline,  v.'ili  rejoice  that  the  author  of  this 
work  has  found  an  afylum  abroad, — and  every  Chriftian,  of 
whatever  denomination,  v/ill  be  pleafed  to  fee,  that,  ftiil  zea- 
lous for  the  caufe  of  religion.  Dr.  Prieilley  refills  the  attacks 
of  the  infidels  on  the  other  iide  of  the  Atlantic.  The 
queftion  is  not,  which  mode  cf  faith  adopted  by  Chriftians  is 
moil  confdlent  with  the  fcriptures, — but  whether  the  fcrip- 
tures  fliall  have  any  authority  at  all ; — wliether  we  ar^  to  give 
up  the  mod  important  fads  in  hiftory,  the  accumulated 
knowledge  of  fo  many  centuries,  for  the  farcafms  of  a  Vol- 
taire or  the  crudities  -of  a  Paine.  To  place  this  quedion 
in  a  proper  light,  is  the  obje6l  of  the  work  before  us :  the  ob- 
je6lions  of  the  unbeliever  are  impar-tially  examiiicd, — the  liif- 
tory  of  pad  ages  is  judicioully  invelligated, — the  excellence 
of  revealed  religion  is  placed  before  our  eyes  ;  and  the  can- 
did inquirer  after  truth  will  here  find,  in  a  Ihort  compafs, 
the  merits  of  each  fide  of  the  quedion  very  fairly  appreci- 
ated- 
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The  table  of  contents  will  fhow  the  reader  what  he  is  to 
cxpeci— 

«  The  Importance  of  Religion  — Of  the  fuperior  Value  of  Re- 
vealed Religion — A  View  of  Heathen  VVorfhip — The  fame  con- 
tinued— The  Excellence  of  the  Mofaic  Inftitutions — The  fame 
continued — The  Principles  of  the  Heathen  Philofopliy  compared 
with  thofe  of  Revelation — The  fame  continued — The  Evidence  of 
the  Mofaic  and  Chriftian  Religions — The  fame  continued — The 
Proof  of  Revealed  Religion  from  Prophecy-,- Internal  Evidence  of 
Jefus  being  no  Impoftor  — The  Moral  Influence  of  Chriftian  Prin- 
ciples.'    p.  xxiii. 

The  ftyle  and  manner  of  Dr.  Prieflley  are  well  known. 
Equally  perfpicuous,  he  places  his  fentiments  in  the  plaine'^ 
manner  before  his  hearers  :  and  it  could  not  be  an  obje<£tion 
'in  Philadelphia,  that  he  travels  fometimes  over  the  fame 
ground  which  he  has  repeatedly  trod  with  fuccefs  in  Eng- 
land. 

In  examining  the  heathen  worfliip,  he  brings  together  a  few 
of  thofe  public  fad;s  which  mud  evidently  diicover  the  geniui 
of  that  religion.  The  traits  in  it  of  cruelty,  folly,  fuper 
ftition,  and  indecency,  are  very  properly  contrafted  with  the 
humanity,  the  wifdomj  the  purity,  which  run  through  the 
Jewifli  fyllem.  Reafons  are  given  for  thoie  things  in  the 
Mofaical  code,  which  are  repugnant  to  our  manners ;-  and  it 
would  be  fuihcient  to  obferve,  tiiat,  if  feme  of  tiie  ceremonies 
in  the  temple  at  Jerufalem  have,  fince  the  revelation  of  a 
purer  fyflem,  loft  'heir  value,  they  do  not,  like  the  heathen 
rites,  offend  againft  modelly  and  morality. 

Religion  and  politics  have  been  declared,  by  a  celebrated 
bifliop,  to  be  tho  iludies  moll  worthy  of  the  attention  of  a 
wife  man.  We  would  meet  the  infidels  upon  that  ground, 
and  challenge  them  to  produce  any  thing  from  the  coHeclive 
wifdom  of  all  ages  upon  thefc  fubjefts,  to  be  compared  withj 
what  we  find  in  oui  bibles.  We  fay,  as  to  religion,  that  the 
bible  is  the  only  work  which  contains  pure  notions  of  God,i 
unmixed  with  folly  or  fuperftition  ;  that  it  is  the  only  work- 
which  teaches  the  reciprocal  duties  of  man  to  his  neigh 
bour,  withou^  countenancing,  in  the  leaft,  jthe  breach  of 
that  law  of  equity,  which  is  in  the  mouths  at  lafl  of  mo. 
dern  philofophers,  but  which  is  the  foundation-ftons  of 
revealed  religion, — begins  with  Gcnefis,  and  pervades  thd 
whole  to  the  final  event  6f  the  Chriftian  fyftem  in  the  Revela 
tions.  It  is  the  only  book  which  afcribes  nothing  to  birth,: 
rank,  wealth,  talents,  and,  in  the  example  of  Chriil,  prefcribes; 
that  he  who  has  the  greateft  advantages  in  thefe  refpecia,' 
Ihould  make  ufe  of  them  for  the  benefit  of  others, —Ihould  ad- 
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minlfter  as  our  Saviour  did,  to  the  wants  of  his  bretliren.  la 
point  of  civil  policy,  we  cha!lenr^e  them  to  lliow  fo  good  £1 
conllitution  as  that  of  Mofes,-  notwithitanding  the  WMdom  of 
fome  thoufand  years  niig|it  have  beea  employed  to  improve 
upon  it.  In  point  of  legiflation,  we  .defire  a  comparifon  only 
to  be  made  between  the  laws  of  otir  own  country  and  thofe 
of  Mofes.  Let  a  comparifon  be  made  of  the  different  fpirit 
which  pervades  them.  '  Thou  flialt  not  give  to  a  man  more 
than  forty  ftripes,  ledE  thy  brother  be  .too  much  humbled  ia 
thy  fight.' — Let  the  Enghiliraan  read  this,  and  then  look  to 
the  numberlefs  flatutes,  which  are  a  difgrace  to  our  code  and 
to  humanity. 

An  examination,  in  this  manner  impartially  condu£^ed,  can-* 
not  fail  of  producing  good  effeils.-  The  wit  of  infidels,  like 
a  blazing  meteor,  excites  momentary  furprife  j  it  is  gone,  the 
inftant  that  it  is  brought  to  the  tell,  of  found  fenfe  and  the 
fcriptures.  Sceptics  in  vain  deride  the  bible';  it  will  cominue 
to  be  more  read  than  any  other  book,  and  afford  confoiation 
to  the  more  ferious  part  of  mankind.  As  a  proper  anfwer  to 
mod  of  the  cbjeflions  of  modern  unbelievers,  we  recommend 
the  perufal  of  this  work  to  luch  of  our  readers  ss  have  not 
leifure  to  attend  to  the'fubject  in  a  voluminous  controverfy  ; 
and  particularly  fo>  as  the  author's  peculiar  fentiments  feldom 
obtrude  themfelves,  and  the  arguments  in  general  are  equal- 
ly maintained  by  every  fe6t  of  Chriflians. 


The  PccUcal  TVorki  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Bz/Ijop^  A.  AI.  lals 
Head-majlcr  of  Alerchant  Taylors'  School,  Re^pr  of  St.  Afar- 
tin  Outwich,  London,  and  of  Ditton  in  the  County  of  Kcnf^ 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor.  To  tvhich  are  prefix^ 
edy  Alcmoirs  of  the  Life  of  the  Author,  hy  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Clare,  A.  Ai.  2  Vols.  ^to.  2/.  2s.  Boardi.  Gadell  and 
Davies.      179&- 

'T'HOUGH  Mr.  Bifliop's  name  as  a  poet  nlay  have  been 
-"■  unknown  till  now  to  the  generality  of  our  readers,  feve- 
ral  little  {nieces  of  his,  particularly  thofe  to  his  wife,  on  the 
anniverfaries  of  her  wedding  day,  with  a  ring,  a  knife,  Sec. 
have  been  long  handed  about  in  manufcript  copies,  or  inferted 
in  ephemeral  publications.  They  were  pretty ;  and,  both  from 
the  conjugal  tendernefs  exhibited  in  them,  and  the  ingeniouf- 
nefs  of  tlie  turn  of  thought,  might  have  reminded  us  of  the 
lines  of  a  iSwift  to  his  Stella,  without  fuggefting  a  very  difad" 
vantageous  comparifon.  But  great  is  the  difTcrence  between 
polifiiing  a  pebble  and  erefting  a  palace.  It  has  pleafed  thofe 
into  whofe  hands  Mr.  Bi(hOp's  papers  Kavs  fallen,  to  give  to 
Crit.  PvLy.  Vol.  XIX.  Jan.  1797.  E  :h« 
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the  world  two  quarto  volumes  of  his  poetry ;  and  Juftice 
obliges  us  to  fay,  we  have  feldom,  in  the  courfe  of  our  la- 
bours, ken  a  more  infipid  publication.  Mr.  Bifhop  was  a  man 
who  fulfilled,  with  a  very  praife-worthy  affiduity,  the  labori- 
ous employment  to  which  his  life  was  dedicated, — that  of  in- 
ftru£tlng  youth.  A  man's  amufements  generally  take  their 
colour  from  his  more  ferious  occupations.  His  amufement 
was  the  literary  one  of  writing  verfes  ;  he  ufed  (fay  the  me- 
moirs of  his  life,  which  are  prefixed  to  thefe  volumes)  *  to 
devote  the  evenings  to  that  employment,  and  fometimes,  after 
a  day  fpent  in  the  labours  of  the  fchool,  would  produce, 
at  one  fitting,  a  copy  of  verfes  of  feventy  or  eighty  lines.' 
But  it  is  impoffible  fuch  hafty  produ6lions  fliould  be  good 
ones.  Mr.  Biiliop  himfelf  does  not  feem,  in  general,  to  have 
fought  any  other  fruit  from  thefe  rapid  efFufions,  than  the 
amufement  of  himfelf  and  his  friends  ;  and,  except  there  ex- 
ifls  fome  Ilrong  reafon  for  it,  it  feems  fcarcely  fair  to  bring  a' 
man  before  the  judgment  of  the  public,  for  every  idle  rhyme 
with  which  he  may  have  amufed  his  leifure. 

The  firft  volume  of  this  publication  confifts  of  odes, — imi- 
tations of  Milton, — the  fairy  Benifon,  a  compliment  to  the 
iroyal  family, — and  a  number  of  verfes  on  all  kind  of  topics, 
written  for  the  boys  of  Merchant-Taylors'  fchool,  to  repeat 
on  their  public  examination  days.  There  is  ingenuity  in  the 
turn  of  fome  of  them,  and  they  were  very  well  for  the  occa- 
fion. 

The  fecond  volume  contains  eighteen  anniverfary  compli- 
ments to  the  author's  wife  -,  all  of  chem,  no  doubt,  precious 
in  the  eye  of  afFe£lion,  but  not  always  fufficiently  varied  to 
captivate  the  attention  of  the  indifferent  reader.  More  fami- 
ly verfes  follow,  mifcellanies,  and  epigrams,  with  which  laft 
half  the  volume  is  filled.  The  greater  part  of  the  pieces  do 
not  exceed  in  length  a  card  of  compliments ;  nor,  to  fay  truth» 
are  the  fubje6ts  of  more  confequence.  We  (hall  give,  as  a 
fpecimen  of  the  work,  one  of  the  ingenious  compliments  o£ 
;he  author  to  his  lady — 

*    WITH    SOME   TABLE   FURNITURE   OF   CUT   GLASS. 

'  Efteem,  when  this  glad  morn  appears, 

Looks  back  on  gratitude's  arrears ; 

And  confcious  ftill  of  comforts  new, 

Whofe  value  with  their  numbers  o-rew. 

Gives  wedded  love,  a  double  fcope,  I 

-^How  much  to  boaft! — how  much  to  hope! 

"  Would  love,"  you'll  fay^  "  1q  very  prone,  .'  M 

That  boalt  to  urge,  that  hope  to  own,  '  •  ^ 
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In  brittle  glafs  an  emblem  find, 
For  worth  of  fuch  enduring  kind  ?" 
Yes,  girl,  affection  can  purfue. 
On  any  ground,  foir.e  trace  of  you  ; 
And  ev'n  in  glafs,  juft  caufe  explore, 
To  deem  the  pai},  a  pledge  of  more  ! 

'  From  this  fame  glafs,^he  workman's  art, 
"as  cut,  'tis  true,  th'  exterior  part; 
And  yet  the  lofs  the  whole  fuftains, 
Adds  fevenfold  price  to  what  remains'; 
So  time,  that  faps  with  gradual  flealth. 
Your  prime- of  ftrength,  your  bloom  of  health, 
Leflening  their  period,  year  by  year, 
Leaves  all  the  refidue  more  dear. 

*  This  glafs,  o'er  which  the  tool  has  gone, 
Puts  new,  tho'  native,  radiance  on  ;       ° 
And  where  a  deeper  touch  it  fliews, 
From  prelTure,  into  polifli  glows  ; 
Till  light  in  every  angle  plays, 
Tranfmits  more  beams,  refleds  more  blaze : 
So  toils,  which  refolute  right  procures, 
Raife,  by  oppreffing,  minds  like  yours ; 
Bring  powers  inherent  into  fight ; 
Prove  them  at  once,  and  make  them  bright  j    ' 
While  patience  multiplies,  of  courfe  * 

Each  effort's  luftre,  with  it's  force. 

'  This  glafs,  in  fhort,  whatever  end 
It's  future  fortunes  fhall  attend, 
Ufeful  till  broken,  and  when  broke, 
Crufli'd,  not  obfcur'd,  beneath  the  flroke, 
Will  to  tranfparent  fragments  pafs, 
A  fliining,  tho'  a  fliiver'd,  mafs : 
So  you,  whatever  hour  to  come, 
Shall  clofe  youradive  virtue's  fum, 
Clear  to  the  laft,  at  laft  will  know, 
Ev'n  under  difl^olution's  blow,  . 

That  death  (where  life  was  what  life  fliou'd)     " 
Is  only  ceafing  to  do  good. 
Then,  forrowing  o'er  a  fliock  fo  rude, 
Kemembrance,  confcience,  gratitude, 
W'ill  treafure  with  religious  care, 
Each  atom  of  a  fame  fo  fair : 

c  ^T\  .^'"^''"  ''^''^'^  ^^)''  "  ^""ch  genuine  tafle, 
buch  ipirit,  by  fuch  manners  grac'd, 
Such  bland  fenfation's  liberal  glow, 
£0  frank  with  joy,  fo  kind  to  woe,' 

E  *  Tho' 
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Ttio'  feparate  rays  tf^ey  now  difpenfe, 

Form'd  once,  one  general  excellence  ; 

In  Bi (bop's  Mary  long  difplay'd 

The  friend's,  wife's,  mother's  praife;  — and  made, 

To  honour'd  age,  from  brilliant  youth, 

Her  bard,  at  leaft,  the  bard  of  truth  1"     Vol.  ii.   p.  49. 

We  fliallgive  alfo  the  laft  epigram  (gentle  reader,  it  is  the 
207th),  conveying  tlie  author's  fenfe  of  the  monotonous  na- 
ture of  his  oWa  profcffion — 

'  Genius,  too  oft,  beneath  adverfity's  frown, 
Drudges,  laboriovis  ;  vigorous  ;  yet  kept  down  : 
Never  advanc'd,  tho'  ntver  at  a  Hay  ; 
Keeps  on  ;   perhaps  fliines  on  ;  biu  makes  no  way  ! 

. So  fares  the  mettled  fteed,  in  harnefs  bound. 

To  dra?  fome  ponderous  engine  round  and  round  ! 

His  tell  is  generous  effort  ;-^bu):  'tis  flill, 

Strength,  pcrfeverance,  progrefs ! — in  a  mill !'  Vol.ii.  p. 387. 

To  a  man  who  has  difcharged  well  the  duties  of  an  em- 
ployment fo  depreihng  to  the  more  fprightly  powers  of  the 
mind,  it  may  well  be  forgiven  that  he  has  written  verfes  ra- 
ther for  his  own  fire-fide  than  for  the  world. 


Narrative  of  a  Five  1  ears'  Expedition  againfi  the  r evoked. Ne- 
vroes  of  Surinam  in  Guiana^  on  the  wild  Coaji  of  South 
"jmcrica-yfroyn  the  Year  .'i-']']l^  to  1777:  elucidating  the 
H'tflory  of  that  Country^  and  dejcribing  its  Produfiions-,  viz. 
<S)nadi  upedsy  Birds',  F/J/ies,  Reptiles,  Trees,  Shrubs^  Fruits, 
and  Roots;  with  art  Account  of  the  Indians  of  Guiana,  and 
Negroes  of  Guinea.  By  Captain  y.  G.  Stedman.  Illujirat- 
ed  with  Eighty  elegant  Engravings,  from  Drawings  made  by 
the  Author.     1  Vols.    4to.  2/.  145.  Boards.  Edwards.   1796. 
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O  enumerate  the  ufes  and  advantages  of  accurate  and  au- 
thentic  books  of  travels,  would  be  to  make  a  tedious  pro- 
grefs through  moll  of  the   departments  of  human  fcience. 
From  thefe  the  philofopher,  and  even  the  hiftorian,  eoUedls 
fome  of  his  bell  materials.     Geography  is  a  fcience  altogether  1 
founded  on  the  obf(;;rvations  of  travellers  ;  and  na'tural  hiftoryf 
is  obliged  to  them  for  every  thing  which  is  not  prefented  to; 
cur  view  within  the  reftriched  boundaries  of  our  native  coun-i 
try.     By  fuch- publications,  commerce  may  be  improved  ii 
not  extended  ;  and  even  judicious  hints  may  be  promulgatec 
for  the  moral  iiufruction  and  benefit  of  mankind.     We  can 
not  wonder,  therefore^ -if,  in  every  enlightened  perio-d  of  fo 
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ciety,  fuch  works  are  eagerly  defired  ;  and  if  very  liberal  en- 
couragement is  held  forth  to  the  authors  and  publifliers  of 
them  ;  and  our  wonder  will  be  ftlll  more  diminiftied,  when 
we  confider,  that,  independent  of  their  utility,  they  are  the 
works,  which  abo'v'e  all  others  are  mod  calculated  for  general 
entertainment.  They  inform  witliout  fatiguing  the  mind  ; 
they  demand  no  extraordinary  exertions  of  intelietf  for  their 
comprehenfion  ;  they  exhibit  frequently  nature  in  her  mod 
pleafing  garb,  and  they  do  not  (like  hidory)  difgufi;  by  the 
black  catalogue  of  human  crimes. 

Though  Guiana  is  neither  a  recent  difcovery,  nor  a  region 
untrodden  by  the  intelligent  and  fcientific  traveller,  yet  conu^ 
dering  that  the  foil  is  perhaps  the  richeft  in  the  world  in  natu^ 
ral  curionties,  there  was  ftill  ample  room  for  the  prefent  pub- 
lication. If  we  recoUe^l  rightly,  no  traveller,  whofe  accounts 
have  hitherto  fallen  under  .our  infpecStion,  ever  penetrated,  fo 
far  into  the  interior  of  the  country  as  captain  Stedman,  or  at 
leaft,  from  long  refidence  there,  was  equally  well  qualified  for 
a  minute  and  accurate  defcription  of  the  colony  and  its  pro- 
ductions. We  regret  that  the  author  has  not  given  to  his  flyle 
a  more  uniform  polifli,  though  we  murt  acknowledge  that  the 
work  is  not  deftitute  of  good  writing,  as  is  particularly  con- 
fplcuous  in  fome  parts  of  the  introductory  chapters. 

The  expedition,  which  has  given  occafion  to  the  prefent 
work,  was  undertaken  againft  the  rebel  negroes,  who,  in  the 
year  i772,hadcollecled  in  confiderable  numbers  in  the  woods, 
and  given  much  difturbance  and  difquiet  to  the  colonv-  The 
queftion  refpe£tlng  the  moral  right  which  thefe  unfortunate 
perfons  had  to  afiert  their  liberty  and  reclaim  their  indepen- 
dence, or  the  moral  juftice  of  an  armament  fitted  out  for  the 
f  xprefs  deilruction  of  thefe  vi£lims  of  oppreffion  and  avarice, 
v/e  fliall  not  at  prefent  difcufs  ;  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  we 
have  never  opened  any  work  which  is  fo  admirably  calculated 
to  excite  the  moftheart-feit  abhorrence  and  deteilation  of  that 
groffeft  infult  on  human  nature, — domeftic  flaverv. 

The  fcenes  of  which  captain  Stedman  was  an  eye-witnefs, 
he  dcfcribes  with  a  noble  fenfibility,  -dnd  a  generous  horror 
^nd  indignation  : — nor  can  any  man,  who  has  fanctioned  by 
his  vote  the  continuance  of  the  abominable  (lave-trade,  read 
fuch  accounts  as  thefe  (if  he  be  really  poffefled  of  the  feelings 
of  man)  without,  Vv^e  apprehend,  experiencing  a  remorfc  of 
f  onfcience,  v/hich  we  might  almofl  expe6l  would  terminate 
in  the  feif -rigorous  juftice  of  a  Clive. 

*  When  refle<fling  on  the  ffnte  (fays  captain  Stedman)  of  fiisvery 
altogether,  while  my  ears  were  ftunned  with  the  clang  of  the  v/hip, 
and  the  difmal  yells  of  the  wretched  negroes' on  whom  it  was  ever- 

E  3  tiftd. 
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clfed,  from  morning  till  night;  and  confidering  that  this  might  one 
day  be  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  mulatto  1  have  been  dcfcribing, 
fhould  file  chance  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  tyrannical  mafter  or 
miftrefs,  I  could  not  help  execrating  the  barbarity  of  Mr.  D.  B. 
for  having  withheld  her  from  a  fond  parent,  who  by  beftovving  on 
her  a  decent  education  and  fome  accomplifliments,  would  probably 
have  produced,  in  this  forfaken  plant,  now  expofed  to  every  rude 
blaft  without  protection,  an  ornament  to  civilized  fociety. 

'  I  became  melancholy  with  thefe  reflexions ;  and  in  order  to 
counterbalance,  though  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  the  general  calamity 
of  the  miferable  flaves  who  furrounded  me,  I  began  to  take  more 
delight  in  the  prattling  of  my  poor  negro  boy  Quacoo,  than  in  all 
thefafhionable  converfation  of  the  polite  inhabitants  of  this  colo- 
ny ;  but  my  fpirits  were  deprefled,  and  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours  I  was  very  ill  Indeed  ;  when  a  cordial,  a  few  preferved  tama- 
rinds, and  a  baflcet  of  fine  oranges,  were  fent  by  an  unknown  per- 
.fon.  This  firft  contributed  to  my  relief,  and  lofing  about  twelve 
ounces  of  blood,  I  recovered  fo  far,  that  on  the  fifth  I  was  able, 
for  change  of  air,  to  accompany  a  captain  Macneyl,  who  gave  me 
a  prelTing  invitation  to.  his  beautiful  coffee  plantation,  called  Sporkes- 
gift,  in  the  Matapaca  Creek.'     Vol.  i.  p.  89. 

On  this  eftate— 

*  Having  obferved  a  handfome  young  negro  walk  very  lamely, 
while  the  others  were  capering  and  dancing,  I  enquired  into  the 
caufe  of  his  crippled  appearance ;  when  I  was  informed  by  this 
gentleman,  that  the  negro  having  repeatedly  run  away  from  his 
work,  he  had  been  obliged  to  hamftring  him,  which  operation  is 
performed  by  cutting  through  the  large  tendon  above  one  of  the 
heels.  However  fevere  tiiis  inftance  of  defpotifm  may  appear,  it 
is  nothing  when  compared  with  fome  barbarities  which  the  tafk  I 
have  undertaken  will  oblige  me,  at  the  expence  of  my  feelings,  to 
relate.'     Vol.  i.  p.  94. 

Captahi  Stedman  proceeds  to  mention  fome  other  inftances 
of  cruelty,  and  of  the  degradation  of  thefe  wretched  and  de- 
voted beings — 

-*  As  we  were  ftillin  a  flate  of  inaftion,  I  made  another  excur- 
fion,  with  a  Mr.  Charles  Ryndcrp,  who  rowed  me  in  his  barge  to 
five  beautiful  coffee  eflates,  and  rne  fugar  plantation,  in  the  Mat- 
tapaca,  Paramarica,  and  Wcrapa  Crttks ;  the  delcription  of  which 
I  mufl  defer  to  another  occafion  ;  but  on  one  (f  which,  called 
Schovnort,  I  was  the  witnefs  to  a  fcene  of  barbarity  which  I  can- 
not help  relating. 

'■  The  viiStira  of  this  cruelty  was  a  fine  old  negro  fiave,  who 
having  been  as  he  thought  undefervedly  Sentenced  to  receive  fome 
hundred  laflies  by  the  lacerating  whips  of  two  negro-drivers,  in  the 
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midft  of  the  execution  pulled  out  a  knife,  which,  after  having  made 
a  fruitlefs  thruft  at  his  perfccutor  the  overfeer,  he  plunged  up  to  the 
haft  in  his  own  bowels,  repeating  the  blow  till  he  dropped  down 
at  the  tyrant's  feet.  For  this  crime  he  was,  being  firlt  recovered, 
condemned  to  be  chained  to  the  furnace  which  diiUls  the  kill-devil, 
there  to  keep  in  the  intenfe  heat  of  a  perpetual  fire  night  and  day, 
being  bliftered  all  over,  till  he  fliould  expire  by  infirmity  Or  old  age, 
of  the  latter  of  which  however  he  had  but  little  chance.  He  flicw- 
ed  me  his  wounds  with  a  fmile  of  contempt,  which  I  returned  with 
a  fiorh  and  a  fmall  donation  :  nor  fiiall  I  ever  forget  the  mifefable 
man,  who,  like  Cerberus,  was  loaded  with  irons,  and  chained  to 
everlaftincr  torment.  As  for  every  thinsr  elfe  1  obferved  in  this  lit- 
tie  tour,  I  mufl  acknowledge  it  to  be  elegant  and  fj)lendid,  and  my 
reception  hofpitable  beyond  my  expeftation  :  but  thefe  Elyfian  fields 
could  not  diffipate  the  gloom  which  the  infernal  furnace  had  left 
upon  my  mind. 

*  Of  the  coffee  eflates,  that  of  IVIr.  Sims,  called  Limefiiope,  was 
the  moft  masfnlficent,  and  may  be  deemed  with  iuftice  one  of  the 
richeit  in  the  colony.  We  now  once  more,  on  the  fixth  of  April, 
returned  fafe  to  Paramaribo,  where  we  found  the  'Wefterlingwerf 
man  of  war,  captain  Crafs,  which  had  arrived  from  Plymouth  in 
thirty-feven  days,  into  which  port  he  had  put  to  ftop  a  leak,  hav- 
ing parted  company  with  us,  as  already  mentioned,  off  Portland, 
in  the  end  of  December  1772.  This  day,  dining  at  the  houfe  of 
my  friend,  Mr.  Lolkens,  to  whom  I  had  been,  as  I  have  faid,  re- 
commended by  letters,  I  was  an  eye  witnefs  of  the  unpardonable 
contempt  with  which  neoro  flaves  are  treated  in  this  colony.  His 
fbn,  a  boy  not  more  than  ten  years  old,  when  fitting  at  table,  gave 
a  flap  in  the  face  to  a  grey-headed  black  woman,  who  by  accident 
touched  his  powdered  hair,  as  fne  was  ferving  in  a  difn  of  kerry, 
I  could  not  help  blaming  his  father  for  overlooking  the  aii^ion  ;  who 
told  me,  with  a  fmile,  that  the  child  (hould  no  longer  oflfend  me, 
as  he  was  next  day  to  fail  for  Holland  for  education  ;  to  which  I 
.  snfwered,  that  X  thought  it  almoft  too  late.  At  the  fame  mcment 
S'  failor  pafling  by,  broke  the  head  of  a  negro  with  a  bludgern,  for- 
not  having  faluted  him  with  his  hat. — Such  is  the  ftate  of  flavery, 
^t  leafl  in  this  Dutch  fettlemeiU  1'     Vol.  i.  p.  95. 


'  I  have  for  fome  time  been  happily  filent  upon  the  fiibje(fl  cf 
cruelty  ;  and  forry  I  am,  at  a  time  when  all  appeared  harmonious 
and  peaceable,  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  relating  fome  inftanccs, 
which  1  am  confident  mulf  infpire  the  mofl  unjeclinp-  reader  with 
horror  and  refentmeut.  The  firfl  objeft  which  attracted  my  com- 
paflion  during  a  v'lfn  to  a  neighbouring  eftate,  was  a  beautiful  Sam- 
boe  girl  of  about  eighteen,  tied  up  by  both  arms  to  a  tree,  as  naked 
^E  flie  came  into  the  wojld,  and  lacerated  in  fuch  a  fliocking  man* 
per  by  the  whips  of  two  negro-drivers,  that  (lie  was  from  her  peck 
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to  her  ancles  literallv  dyed  over  with  blood.  It  was  after  fhe  had 
received  two  hundred  lafiies  that  I  perceived  her,  with  her  head 
h^noinp-  downwards,  a  moii  affe6ting  fpeftacle.  When,  turning 
to  the  overfecr,  I  implored  that  ilie  might  be  immediately  unbound, 
llnce  Ihe  had  undergone  the  whole  of  fo  fevere  a  punifliment ;  but 
the  (hort  anfwer  which  I  obtained  was,  that  to  prevent  all  ftrangers 
from  interiering  with  his  government,  he  had  made  an  unalterable 
rule,  in  that  cafe,  aiyvays.tt*  double  the  punifliment,  which  he  in- 
flantaneouflv  began  to  pyt  in  execution  :  I  endeavoured  to  ftop  him, 
but  iu  vain,  he  declaring  the  delay  fliould  not  pker  his  determina- 
tion, but  make  him  take  vengeance  with  double  interefl.  Thus  I 
had  no  other  remedy  but  to  run  to  my  boat,  and  leave  the  deteftable 
monfter,  like  a  bead  of  prey,  to  enjoy  his  bloody  feaft,  till  he  was 
gJuttrd.  From  that  day  I  determined  to  break  off  all  communica- 
tion with  overfetrs,  and  could  not  refrain  from  hitter  imprecations 
againfc  the  whole  relentlefs  fraternity.  Upon  inveftigating  the  caufe 
of  this  matchlefs  barbarity,  I  was'crediblv  infoniied,  that  her  only 
Ci'ime  conh^ed  in  firmly  refufing  to  fubmit  to  the  loathfome  em- 
i)races  of  her  deteftable  executioner.  Prompted  by  his  jealoufy  and 
revenge,  he  called  this  the  punifhment  of  difobedience',  and  fhe  wa? 
thus  Ijead  alive,'     Vol.  i.   p.  325. 


^  At  my  return  to  tlie  Hope,  I  was  accofled  by  Mr.  Ebber,  the 
overfeer  of  that  eftate,  who  with  a  woeful  countenance  informed 
me  he  had  juft  been  fined  in  the  fum  of  twelve  hundred  florins, 
about  one  hundred  guineas,  for  having  exercifed  the  like  cruelty  on 
a  male  .flave ;  with  this  difference,  that  the  viftim  had  died  during 
the  execution.  In  anfwer  to  his  comDlaint,  fo  far  fi-om  giving  him 
confolation,  I  told  him  his  diftrefs  gave  me  inexpreffible  fatisfac- 
ticn.    ■ 

'  The  particulars  of  this  murder  were  as  follow  :  during  the 
tjine  that  captain  Tulling  commanded  here,  which  was  a  little  time 
before  I  came  to  the  Hope,  it  jiappened  that  a  fugitive  negro  be- 
longing it)  this  eftate  had  been  taken  upon  an  adjoinmg  plantation, 
and  fent  home,  guarded  by  two  armed  flaves,  to  Mr.  Ebber ; 
which  fugitive,  during  the  time  Ebber  was  reading  the  letter  that 
accompanied  him,  found  means  to  fpring  afide,  and  again  efcaped 
into  the  foreft.  This  incer.iid  the  overfeer  fj  much,  that  he  in- 
ftantly  took  revenge  upon  the  two  poor  flaves  that  had  brought 
Ijim.  Tying  them  up  in  the  carpenter's  lodge,  he  continued  flog- 
ging them  fo  unmercifully,  that  captain  Tuliing  thought  proper  to 
interfere,  and  beg  for  mercy  ;  but,  as  in  my  cafe,  his  mterference 
produced  ihe  oppofite  effeit  :  the  clang  of  the  whip,  mixed  with 
their  difmal  cries,  were  heard  to  continue  for  above  an  hour  after, 
tsntil  one  of  them  expired  under  the  cruel  lafi),  which  put  an  end' 
to  the  inhuman  cataitrophe.  A  l?,v.--fuit  was  inffantly  commenced 
againlt  Ebber  for  aflafhnation.    He  ^vas  gonvicled.  but  comlemned 
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to  no  other  piiiiifiiment  than  to  pay  the  afore-mentioned  hundred 
gjiiaeas,  which  price  of  blood  is  always  divided  between  the  fifcal 
and  the  proprietor  of  the  deceafed  Have;  it  being  a  rule  in  Suri- 
nam,  that  by  paying  a  fine  of  five  hundred  florins,  not  quite  fifty 
pounds  per.  head,  any  proprietor  is  at  liberty  to  kill  as  many  of  his 
own  negroes  as  he  pleafes  ;  but  if  he  kills  thofe  of  his  neighbour, 
he  is  alfo  to  pay  him  for  the  lofs  of  his  flave,  the  crime  beina  finl 
fubftantiated,  which  is  very  difficult  in  this  countiy,  where  no 
flave's  evidence  can  be  admitted.  Such  is  the  legifiature  of  Dutch 
Guiana,  in  regard  to  negroes.  The  above-mentioned  Ebber  was 
peculiarly  tyrannical ;  he  tormented  a  boy  of  about  fourteen  called 
Cadetty,  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole  year,  by  flogging  him  every  day 
for  one  n)onth;  tying  him  down  flat  on  his  back,  with  his  feet  in 
the  flocks,  for.  gnpther ;  putting  an  iron  triangle  or  pot-hook  round 
his  neck  for  a  third,  which  prevented  him  from  running  away 
among  the  woods,  or  even  from  fleeping,  except  in  an  upnVht  or 
fitting  poflure;  chaining  him  to  the  landing  place,  night  and  dav, 
to  a  dog's  kennel,  with  orders  to  bark  at  every  boat  or  canoe  that 
pafled  for  a  fourth  month  ;  and  fo  on,  varying  his  puniftiment 
monthly,  until  the  youth  became  infenfible,  walking  crooked,  and 
almoft  degenerated  into  a  brute.  This  wretch  was,  however,  very 
proud  of  his  handfomeft  flaves,  and  for  fear  of  disfiguring  their 
flcins,  he  has  fometimes  let  them  off  with  twenty  laflies,  when,  for 
their  robberies  and  crimes,  they  had  deferved  the  gallows.  Such  is 
the  flate  of  public  and  private  juflice  in  Surinam.  The  wretch 
pbber  left  the  Hope  upon  this  occafion  ;  and  his  humane  fucceflbr, 
a  Mr.  Blenderman,  commenced  his  reign  by  flogging  every  flave 
belonging  to  the  cftate,  male  and  female,  for  having  over-flept  their 
time  in  the  morning  about  fifteen  minutes. 

'  The  reader  will,  no  doubt,  imagine,  that  fuch  cruelties  were 
unparalleled ;  but  this  is  not*  the  cafe,  they  were  even  exceeded, 
and  by  a  female  too. 

'  A  Mrs.  S — Ik — r  going  to  her  eflate  in  a  tent-barge,  a  negro 
woman,  with  her  fucking  infant,  happened  to  be  palTengers,  and 
were  feated  on  the  bow  or  forc-pnrt  of  the  boat.  The  chiid  cry- 
ing, from  pain,  perhaps,  orfome  other  reafon,  could  not  be  huflied  ; 
Mrs.  S — Ik — r,  offended  with  the  tries  of  this  innocent  little  crea- 
ture, ordered  the  mother  to  bring  it  aft,  and  deliver  it  into  her 
hands ;  then,  in  the  prefence  of  the  diftrafted  parent,  flie  immedi- 
ately thrufi;  it  out  at  one  of  the  tilt-windows,  where  file  held  it  un- 
der water  until  it  was  drowned,  and  then  let  it  go.  The  fond  mo- 
ther, in  a  ftate  of  defperation,  inflantly  leapt  overboard  into  the 
flream,  where  floated  her  beloved  offspring,  in  conjunftion  with 
which  file  was  determined  to  finifli  her  miferable  exiftence.  In 
this,  however,  flie.^was  prevented  bv  the  exertions  of  the  npgroes 
who  rowed  the  boat,  and  was  puniflied  by  her  miltrefs  with  three  or 
four  hundred  lallies  fcr  her  daring  temeritv,'     Vol.  i.   p.  327. 
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The  reader  Is  not,  however,  to  imagine  that  the  whole  of 
thefe  two  volumes  is  confumed  in  detailing  fcenes  of  horror  : 
there  is  much  excellent  local  defcription,  and  even  fome  hu- 
mour in  different  parts  of  the  narrative.  The  charadter  of 
the  old  Swifs  colonel  Fourgeoud,  in  particular,  is  ficetched 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  pleafanrry.  Of  the  ftate  of 
manners  and  civilifation  in  this  colony,  the  following  anec- 
dotes will  afford  a  tolerable  idea — 

'  On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  an  elderly  negro-woman,  with  a 
black  girl  about  fourteen,  entering  my  apartment,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  exprefs  my  aftonifliment  when  fhe  gravely  prefented  me 
her  daughter,  to  become  what  flie  was  pleafed  to  term  my  wife.     I 
had  fo  little  gallantry,  however,  as  to  rejed  the  offer  with  a  loud 
laugh  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  accompanied  the  refufal  with  a  fmail 
but  welcome  prefent,  with  which  they  appeared  perfeftly  fatisfied, 
and  departed  with  every  poffible  demonftration  of  gratitude  and  re- 
fped .     The  girls  here,  who  voluntarily  enter  into  thefe  connec- 
tions, are   fometimes   mulattoes,  fometimes  Indians,  and  often  ne- 
groes.    They  all  exult  in  the  circum fiance  of  living  with  an  Euro- 
pear^y  whom   in  general  they  ferve  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs  and 
fidelity,  and  tacitly  reprove  thofe  numerous  fair  ones  who  break 
through  ties  more  facred  and  folemn.      Young  women  of  this  de- 
fcription cannot  indeed  be  married,  or  connefted  in  any  other  way, 
as  moft  of  them  are  born  or  trained  up  in  a  ftate  of  Havery  ;  and 
io  little  is  the  prafcice  condemned,  that  while  they  continue  faithful 
and  Gonftant   to   the  partner  by  whom  they  are  chofen,  they  are 
countenanced  and  encouraged  by  their  neareft  relations  and  friends, 
vi-ho  call  this  a  lawful  marriage,  nay,  even  the  clergy  avail  them- 
felves  of  this  cuftom  without  reftraint ;  witnefs  the  rev.  Mr.  S — d« 
h— s,  Mr.   T— 11t— t,  dec.     Many  of  the  fable-coloured  beauties 
will  however  follow  their  own  penchant  without  any  reftraint  what- 
ever, refufing  with  contempt  the  golden  bribes  of  fome,  whil^on 
ethers  they  beftow  their  favours  for  a  dram  or  a  broken  tobacco, 
pipe,  if  not  for  nothing. 

'  The  hofpitality  I  had  experienced  on  our  firft  arrival  in  the 
colony  was  not  conlined  to  that  time  only  :  I  had  a  general  invita- 
tion to  viilr,  befides  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  colonel  Tex- 
ier,  the  commandant,  in  more  than  twenty  refpeftable  families, 
whenever  it  fuited  my  convenience  ;  fo  thatj  though  the  officers  of 
our  corps  had  formed  a  regimental  mefs,  I  had  feidom  the  honour 
of  their  company.  One  gentleman,  a  Mr.  Kennedy,  in  particu- 
lar, carried  his  politenefs  fo  far,  as  not  only  to  otfer'me  the  ufe  of 
his  carriage,  faddle-horfes,  and  table,  but  even  to  prefent  me  with 
a  fine  negro  bov,  named  Quaco,  to  carry  my  umbrella  as  long  as  I 
remained  in  Surinam.  The  other  gentlemen  of  the  regiment  alfa 
met  with  great  civilities,  aiid  the  whole  colony  feemed°anxious  to 
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tefthfy  their  refptcl,  by  vying  with  each  other  in  a  conftant  round 
of  fertivity.  Balls,  concerts,  card-aflemblies,  and  every  Ipecles  of 
amufement  in  their  pou-er,  were  conftantly  contrived  for  our  enter- 
tainment. The  fpirit  of  conviviality  next  reached  onboard  the  men- 
of-war,  where  we  entertained  the  ladies  with  cold  flippers  and  danc- 
ing upon  the  quarter-deck,  under  an  awning,  till  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing, generally  concluding  the  frolic  by  a  cavalcade,  or  an  airing  in 
.their  carriages.  This  conftant  routine  of  dillipation,  which  was 
rendered  ftili  more  pernicious  by  the  enervating  effecls  of  an  in- 
tenfely  hot  climate,  where  one  is  in  a  perpetual  (late  of  perfpira- 
tion,  already  threatened  to  become  fatal  to  two  or  three  of  our  offi- 
cers. Warned  by  their  example,  I  retired  from  all.  public  companies, 
fenfible  that  by  fuch  means  I  could  alone  preferve  my  health,  in  a 
country  which  has  fnch  a  tendency  to  debilitate  the  human  frame, 
that  an  European,  however  cautious  to  avoid  excefles,  has  always 
reafon  to  apprehend  its  dreadful  efFefts. 

'  Didipation  and  luxury  appear  to  be  congenial  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  climate,  and  great  numbers   mufi;  annually   fall  victims  to 
their  very  deftrudive  influence.     Their  fatal  confequences  are  in- 
deed too  vifibie  in  the  men,  who  have  indulged  themfelves  in  in- 
temperance and  other  fenfual  gratifications,  and  who  appear  witlier- 
ed  and  enervated   in  the   extreme  ;  nor  do  the  generality  of  the 
Creole  females  exhibit  a  more  alluring  appearance ;  they  are  lan- 
guid, their  complexions  are  fallow,  and  the  fkin  even  of  the  young 
ladies  is  frequently  flirivelled.     Tliis  is  however  not  the  cafe  with 
all ;  and  I  have  been  acquainted  with  fome  who,  preferving  a  glow 
of  health  and  freflmefs  in  their  lovely  countenance,  were  intitled  to 
contend  for  the  prize  of  beauty  with  the  faireft  European.     But, 
alas!  the  numbers  of  this  laft  defcriplion  are  fo  fmall,  that  the  co';* 
lonifts  in  their  amours  moft  ufually   prefer  the   Indian  negro  and 
mulatto  girls,  particularly  on   account  of  their  remarkable  cleanli- 
nefs,  health,  and  vivacity.     For  the  excefles  of  the  hufoands   'n\ 
this  refpeft,  and   the  marked  neglect  which  they  m.eet  from  them, 
the  Creole  ladies  moft  commonly,  at  a  very  early  period,  appear  in 
mourning  weeds,  with  the  agreeable  privilege  however  of  making 
another  choice,  in  the  hopes  of  a  better  partner  ;  nor  are  they  long 
without  another  mate.    Such  indeed  is  the  fuperior  longevity  of  the 
fair  fen-:ales  of  Surinam,   compared  to   that    of  the  males    (owing 
chiefly,  as  I  laid,  to  their  excefles  of  ail  forts)  that  I  have  frequent- 
ly known  wives  who  have  buried  four  hufhands,  but  never  met  a 
man  in  this  country  who  had  furvived  two  wives. 

'  The  ladies  do  not,  however,  always  bear  with  the  moft  be- 
coming patience  the  flights  and  infults  they  thus  meet  with,  in  the 
expectation  of  a  fwdden  releaie,  but  moftly  perfecute  their  fuccefs- 
ful  fable  rivals  (even  on  fufpicion)  with  implacable  hatred  and  tlic 
>moft  unrelenting  barbarity  ;  while  they  chaftife  their  partners  not 
only  with  a  lliow  ofinetfable  contempt,  but  with  giving  in  public 

the 
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the  moft  unequivocal  marks  of  preference  towards  thofe  gentlemen 
who  newly  arrive  from  Europe;  which  occafioned  the  trite  pro- 
verb and  obfervation  in  the  colony,  that  the  tropical  ladies  and 
the  mufquitoes  have  an  inftin<5tive  preference  for  a  newly-landed 
European  :  this  partiality  is  indeed  fo  very  extreme,  and' the  proofs 
of  it  fo  verv  apparent  and  naufeous,  that  fome  command  of  temper, 
is  neceflary  to  prevent  the  difguft  which  fuch  behaviour  muft 
naturally  excite,  particularly  where  the  objeft  is  not  very  inviting; 
nay,  it  was  even  publicly  reported  at  Paramaribo,  that  two  of  thefe 
Tropical  Amazons  had  fought  a  duel  for  the  fake  of  one  of 
our  officers.'     Vol.  i.  p.  25. 

We  have  already  intimated  that  the  firft  part  of  this  work , 
is,  in  general,  better  written  than  the  concluding  parts,  in 
which  we  difcover,  occafionally,  not  only  very  coarfe  lan- 
guriqe,  but  confiderable  inaccuracies,  and  fome  bad  grammar. 
Even  in  the  preface,  a  few  inftances  of  falfe  concord  occur, 
fuch  as,  '  Tyranny  are  expofed,'  —  *  If  the  plain  and 
manly  truth  are  of  any  avail,'  &c. — Should  the  work,  there- 
fore, reach  a  fecoud  edition  (w^hich  from  its  intcrelling  con- 
tents, we  think  may  reafonably  be  expected),  we  earnedly 
Tccommend  to  the  author  to  fubmit  it  to  the  revifion  of  feme, 
iiiteliigent  friend,  who  may  prune  it  of  a  few  excrefcences,  and 
particularly  of  the  profanenefs  which  fometimes  difgufts  the. 
reader,  and  who  may  at  leaft  give  it,  what  no  publication 
ought  to  be  deficient  in,  grammatical  correclnefs. 

The  engravings  are  executed  in  a  ftyle  of  uncommon  ele- 
gance, and  are  ufeful  and  pleafing  ijluftrations  of  the  nar- 
rative. 


A  Nevj  ■  Inquiry  Into  the  Sufpenjion  of  Vital  Anlon^  in  Cafes 
of  Drouining  and  Su^ocation.  Being  an  Atlembt  to  concent 
irate  into  a  more  Luminous  Point  of  Viezu,  the  [cattcred 
Rays  of  Selene Ci  xefpc fling  that  inter ejling  though  m\fierlous 
Subjetl.  To  elucidate  the  Proximate  Caiife,  to  appreciate 
the  prefent  Remedies^  and  to  point  out  the  be/i  Alethod  of 
rcftorlng  Animation.  By  A.  Fcthergill,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
<3'c.  bfc.    Svo.  35.  Boards.    Rivingtons.     1795. 

'T^HIS  is  an  anfwer  to  the  following  queflions  propof- 
-^  ed  by  the  Royal  Humane  Society, — ;.  '  Wh^t  is  the 
proximate  caufe  of  death  in  the  various  kinds  of  fuffoca- 
tion  ?'  2.  "'What  are  the  mod  ji^dicious  means  to  be  em- 
ployed to  reftore  animation?'  To  this  Inquiry  the  gold  me- 
dal of  the  Society  was  adjudged,  as  appears  from  the  luminous 
oration  of  the  preik'ent,  v/hich  is  prefixed  to  the  work. 
la  the  introdu6lory  part  of  the  Inquiry  the  author  confiders 
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tlie   merits  and  importance   of  the  Humane   Society,  after 
\vhich  he  tells  us,  that  — 

'  On  the  prefent  interefting,  but  truly  recondite  fubjeft^  much 
has  been  already  difcovered — but  much  ftill  remains  to  be  ex- 
plored— 

'  In  the  profecution  of  this  laborious  undertaking,  ss  in  the  ar- 
duous attempt  to  afcend  the  Andes,  no  fooner  have  we  joyfully 
gained  the  overfliadowing  fummit,  which  bounded  our  view,  than 
the  horizon  widens,  and  difclofcs  ftiil  higher  eminences,  which  op- 
pofe  frefli  obftacles  to  our  progrefs ! 

'  Hills  peep  o'er  hills — and  Alps  on  Alps  arife,^    p,  xvi. 

Difficult  and  difcouraging  as  thefe  circumftances  may  feem, 
the  do£lor  thinks  them  by  no  means  infurmountable.  They 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  *  to  ilimulate  our  ardour  and  renew 
our  zeal.' 

He  here  modeflly  apologifes  for  not  havhig  made  *  a  new 
feries  of  experiments  on  brute  animals.'  We  think  with  him 
that  knowledge  is  much  too  dear,  when  it  can  only  be  pur- 
chafed  at  the  expenfe  of  humanity  ;  and  are  clearly  of  opinion 
that  it  is  highly  immoral  and  criminal  to  facrifice  the  lives  of 
other  creatures  to  afcertain  a  fpeculative  point. 

The  *  Obfervations  on  Life  and  the  Comparative  Faculties 
of  Man  and  other  Animals'  afford  the  reader  nothing  new. 
The  doctor  has  indeed  only  juft  touched  upon  the  moft  pro- 
minent parts  of  the  fubjeft.  What  we  know  refpecling  the 
foul,  he  feems  to  think,  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  this, 
that  man  has  a  fencient  principle  exifting  within  him,  which 
thinks,  refledls,  combines  ideas,  and  performs  various  opera- 
tions apparently  incompatible  with  any  modification  of  mat- 
ter hitherto  difcovered.  *  And  with  this  knowledge,'  fays  he, 
'  I  apprehend  we  muffc  at  lad  endeavour  to  rell  contented. 
For  if  this  fentient  or  thinking  principle  be  immaterial,  it 
cannot  be  an  obje£l  of  our  fenfcs^;  and  if  it  be  not  an  objedt 
of  our  fenfes,  it  will  probably  ever  elude  our  keeneft  re- 
fearchcs.' 

On  fimple  vitality  or  fenfitive  life,  the  dot'jilor's  remarks 
are  judicious,  though  they  do  not  prefent  us  with  much  no- 
velty ol  remark.    He  conceives,  and  perhaps  jullly,  that — ■ 

*  The  principle  of  vitality  does  not  appear  to  be  feated  in  the 
blood  or  animal  fluids  ;  nor  to  have  coutined  its  refidence  to  the 
ftornach,  the  heart,  or  even  to  the  brain,  though  parts,  which 
phyliologifts  have  emphatically  termed  vital- organs.  Where  then 
(hall  we  look  next  for  this  fugitive  being  ?  While  we  attempt  to 
trace  it  to  this  or  that  organ,  and  perfift  in  confidering  it  as  a  J'e- 
farate  living  principle  inhabii:i;ig  fonie  feci€t  reccf>  of  the  fvllem, 

it 
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it  will  continue  to  elude  the  fearch  j  and  we  (hall  probably  at  leno-th 
be  convinced,  that  philofophers  have  been  piirfuing  for  many  cen- 
turies pall,  a  mere  phantom  of  the  imagination^'     p.  ii. 

Organization  he  confiders  as  only  a  condition  or  neceflary 
ftep  towards  animation. 

From  this  the  doctor  is  led  to  the  confideration  of  irritabi- 
lity, in  which  Haller  has  fuppofed  vitality  to  confift.  But  here 
we  meet  with  nothing  iatisfaclory  :  indeed  the  matter  is  very 
fiightly  handled.  Refpefting  the  eflence  of  tlie  foul,  the  in- 
timate nature  of  irritability,  and  the  means  by  which  they  are 
connefted  with  an  organized  body,  the  author  thinks  we  arc 
totally  ignorant ;  though  we  cannot  difpute  their  exiftence : 

Caitfa  laiet — vis  eji  notijjima . 

'  Life  therefore,  fays  he,  confifts  in  motion,  and  the  animal 
machine,  during  its  exiilence,  exhibits  perhaps  the  moft  curious 
perpeiuum  mobile  in  Nature.  All  its  vital  motions  proceed  in  a 
complete  circle,  of  which  we  neither  know  beginning  nor  end. 
Thus  the  heart  and  vafcular  fyftenrpropel  the  fluids,  while  thefe 
again  flimulate  the  vedels  which  contain  them.  Emotions  of 
the  foul  influence  the  body,  and  bodily  affeflions  dillurb  the 
foul.  The  circulation  of  the  blood  imparts  energy  to  the 
brain,  and  afFeftions  of  the  brain  diforder  the  circulation  of 
the  blood.  Circulation  in  a  great  meafure  regulates  fecretion, 
and  fecretion  circulation.  The  flomach  fympathizes  with  all 
the  vital  organs,  and  all  the  vital  organs  with  the  ftomach,' 
p.  14. 

The  intelligent  phyfiologift  will  readily  perceive  that  the 
definition  of  our  author  i&  equally  open  to  objedion,  and  not 
lefs  befet  with  diiLculties,  than  thofe  which  he  has  rejeded. 
Life  i.s  furely  fomethlng  more  than  mere  motion. 

After  this,  the  do6for  gives  us  an  account  of  the  manner  In 
which  vital  action  is  fuppofed  to  be  fufpended  in  drowning, 
hanging,  by  noxious  airs,  and  from  fmothering. 

On  this  part  of  the  fubjed  he  has  done  little  more  than 
merely  coUed  the  rcfults  of  the  experiments  which  have  been 
made  with  a  view  to  afcertain  thefe  points. 
^  The  explanation  of  the  nature  of  vital  air,  and  'of  refplra- 
tlon,  and  its  effects  on  the  blood,  is,  we  believe,  tolerably  cor- 
recl,  though  much  too  confined.  Animal  heat,  and  its  connec- 
tion with  refpiiation,  is  treated  in  the  fame  concife  and  fummary 
way.  Indeed  the  author  hardly  feems  to  have  been  fufficiently 
full  on  thefe  heads  for  the  complete  illuftration  of  tlie  different 
points  of  the  fubjed  of  his  inquiry  to  which  he  has  occafion  to 
apply  them.  At  leaft,  if  he  had  taken  a  more  comprehenfive 
view  of  thefe  parts  of  his  fubje^:,  the  work  would  have  been 

more 
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more  valuable  and  more  complete.  It  is  Indeed  upon  our  ob- 
taining a  full  and  correal  knowledge  of  the  effedts  of  thefc 
powerful  agents,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  invefllgation  depends. 

An  account  of  the  proximate  caufe  of  death  in  cafes  of 
drowning  and  fuffocation  is  here  introduced  j  and  the  objec- 
tions which  the  do£lor  has  made  to  the  various  opinions 
which  have  been  maintained  on  this  curious  fubjedl  are  in 
general  pertinent ;  though  they  do  not,  in  our  idea,  go  fo 
far  in  overturning  the  opinions  to  which  they  are  oppofed, 
as  the  author  fuppofes. 

On  the  whole,  the  doftor's  conclufion  on  the  fubjecl:  is, 
that  the  effefts  of  the  various  kinds  of  fuffocation  are  fo  very 
fimilar  that  they  may  be  confidered  as  depending  on  the  fame 
caufe,  viz.  the  deprivation  of  vital  air.  This  animating  fluid, 
derived  from  the  atmofpherc,  .being  efTential  to  refpiration, 
and  refpiration  to  life,  he  thinks,  leads  to  the  following  chain 
of  caufes  and  effedls. 

*  No  fooner  is  the  vital  air  excluded,  than  refpiration  is  fufpended ; 
refpiration  being  fufpended,  the  paflage  of  the  blood  through  the 
lungs  is  intercepted,  and  of  courfe  through  the  whole  fyftem. — 
The  a<ftion  of  the  heart  being  impeded  by  the  fame  caufe,  the 
circulation  is  fupprefled.  The  brain,  unfupported  by  the  circula- 
tion, being  unable  to  exert  its  influence,  the  mental  and  corpo- 
real adions  ceafe,  and  the  mind  is  no  longer  confcious  of  the  ftate 
of  the  body.  The  blood  being  deprived  of  its  power  of  generating 
heat,  a  coldnefs  diffufes  itfeif  over  the  fyflem,  Unlefs  aid  be  now 
properly  adminiftered,  the  principle  of  irritability  gradually  for- 
fakes  the  fibres,  tirft  in  the  extreme  parts,  afterwards  in  the  heart 
itfeif,  when  the  animal  dies. 

*  From  an  attentive  confideration  of  the  various  phenomena 
thus  brought  into  a  fmall  compafs,  the  order  in  which  they  fuc- 
ceed  one  another,  and  the  effefts  which  enfue,  does  it  not  appear 
evident  that,  in  thefe  dilferent  fpecies  "of  fuffocation,  tlie  exclu- 
fion  of  vital  air  from  the  luugs  is  the  primary  caufe  of  fufpended 
refpiration,  and  that  fufpended  refpiration  is  the  immediate  caufe 
of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  other  vital  aftions?  But  faice  vital  a<3:loa 
may  be  tnfpended  by  various  caufes  without  being  extinguiflied, 
it  is  now  well  knov/n  that  perfons,  labouring  under  fuch  a  fiate 
•of  fufpenfion,  may  often  yet  be  recovered  by  renewing  the  a<SJon. 
Such  a-critical  fituation,  however,  may  not  improperly  be  consi- 
dered as  an  intermediate  (Icp  between  life  and  death.  If  to  this 
fucceeds  the  extinction  of  .irritability  or  of  that  ofcillatory  principle 
(whatever  it  may.  be)  which  renders  the  heart  and  mufcular  fibres 
fufceptible  of  ftimulus,  it  conftltutes  the  proximate  caufe  of  death. 
p.  54. 
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The  doctor  here  proceeds  to  examine  more  fuHy  the  in'-* 
fluence  of  vital  air  in  the  animal  etonomy.  In  much,  how- 
ever, of  what  he  has  advanced,  efpecially  relpefling  irritabiHty, 
there  is  not  any  thing  new.  The  view  which  l)o£lor  Brown 
has  taken  of  this  very  interefting  fubjecl  comprehends  much 
of  the  fame  kind  of  reafonin-g  with  that  whi:ch  has  engaged 
the  author's  attention  in  the  prefent  inquiry.  In  fame  re- 
fpe£ls  the  former  has  not  indeed  gone  fo  far  as  Doftor  Fo- 
thergill :  for  the  latter  concludes,  that — ■ 

*  Ks  irritabiiity  co-exifls  with  animal  heat,  and  keeps  pace  with 
it  through  life^  it -probably  proceeds  from  a  fimilar  caufe.  But 
animal  heat  has  already  been  fliewn  to  depend  on  vital  air,  for 
without  vital  air  no  heat  can  be  generated.  May  not  vital  air 
then,  fo  edential  to  heat,  be  confidertd  as  the  proxhnate  caufe 
of  irritability,  agreeably  to  what  I  have  hinted  at  in  a  former 
EfTay? — Hints  on  Animation^  p.  122.'    p.  67. 

This  being  admitted,  our  author  fuppofes  that  we  may  bettet 
account  for  the  following  circumftances  — 

'  lit.  Why  irritability  in  a  flate  of  excitation  may  be  deemed 
the  principle  of  life. 

'  zlv.  Why  irritability  is  increafed  by  breathing  pure  vital 
air. 

'  3ly.  Why  noxious  air,  by  dejflroying  irritability,  and  de- 
priving the  nuifcles  of  vital  air,  kills  an  animal  fooner  than  othe'* 
modes  of  futrocation. 

'  4ly.  Why  the. heart,  being  ftimulated  with  blood  that  has 
iull  received  oxygen  in  its  pafTage  through  the  lungs,  pofTefTeS 
more  beat  and  in'itabilitv  than  any  other  mufcle  in  the  bodv. 

'  ^ly.  Why  its  right  cavity,  containing  a  greater  quantity  of 
heat  evolved  in  a  fenlible  form,  is  more  irritable  than  the  left, 
which  receives  it  in  a  latent  flate.  And,  confequently,  why  the 
vital  motion  of  the  right  furvivss  that  of  the  left. 

'  61y.  Why  the  calces  of  metals,  in  confequence  of  the  vital  air 
which  they  imbibe  during:  calcination  or  foludon  of  mineral  acids, 
become  far  more  aftive  medicines  than  the  metals  themfelves. 
Hence  the  extraordinary  power  which  calcined  mercury,  •  corrofivd 
fublimate,  red  precipitate,  and  lunar  cauftic,  though  applied  in 
very  minute  quantity,  are  found  to  exert  on  the  irritable  fibres. 

*  7]y-.  Finally,  Why  vital  air  promifes  to  afford  the  moft 
cffeftual  antidote  againft  the  baleful  effeifls  of  mephitic  vapours, 
putrid  animal  effluvia,  and  other  fpecies  of  noxious  air,  which 
fuddenly  extinguifli  human  life.'     p.  67. 

Having  endeavoured  to  trace  the  nature  of  animal  heat  and  irri- 
tability (till  farther,  and  to  fhow  that  they  have  their  origin  in  vital 
air,  the  do6lor  proceeds  to  undertake  a  tall;  of  much  greater  dif- 
ficulty. 
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ficulty,  and  which  has  hitherto  eluded  the  Iceenefl:  refearch 
of  the  phyfiologill  :  it  is,  to  account  for  fenfibility  and  volun- 
tary motion,  or  the  caufe  that  actuates  the  brain  and  nervous 
fyftem.  ,  On  tJiis  fubject  we  have  not  met,  in  any  of  the 
numerous  attempts  'hat  have  been  made,  with  any  thing  that 
feemed  to  approach  to  truth  ;  nor  is  the  hypothefis  or  con- 
jecture of  doctor  Foihergill,  which  fuppofes  the  nervous  in- 
fluence to  depend  on  electricity,  more  fatisfa<£tory.  It  is  a 
conclufion  which  is  involved  inconfiderable  difficulty,  and  which 
would  feem  to  reft  upon  infuflicient  data.  Neither  the  beau- 
tiful difcovery  of  profeflbr  Galvani,  nor  the  itigenious  experi- 
ments of  Dr.  Valli  or  Dr.  Fowler,  though  they  may  be  thought 
favourable  to  fuch  an  opinion  by  fome,  affoid  any  very 
ftrong  or  convincing  proofs  of  the  juftnefs  of  the  author's 
pofition. 

We  Ihall  therefore  quit  this  unprofitable  part  of  the  inquiry, 
and  proceed  to  tlie  confideration  of  the  more  practical  con- 
clufions  of  the  author.  From  the  principles  which  the  dodloir 
has  laid  down,  it  follows  that  the  circumftances  mentioned 
below  are  unfavourable  to  recovery  fro.ii  drowning. 

*  I.  A  plethoric^  aflhmatic,  or  lied ic  habit.  2.  Intenfe  cold, 
or  fitbmerfion  under  ice.  3.  Water  imbibed  into  the  Jungs. 
4.  Intoxication.      5.  Timidity.     6.  Horror. 

*  Tiiis  laft,  probably,  furpaffes  all  the  reft,  for  when  extremfi 
terror  feizes  a  poor  timid  fufferer,  deftitute  of  prefence  of 
mii^d,  the  terrific  idea  at  once  arrefis  the  principle  of  life,  and  in- 
ftantly  cuts  off  every  refource.  Hence  may  be  conceived  why- 
fome  perifli  irrecoverably  during  the  firfl  moments  of  fubmer- 
fion. 

'  On  the  contrary,  why  a  firm  habit,  fobritty,  fortitude  of  mind, 
and  a  warm  feafon  may  ail  tend  to  protraft  life,  and  faclli'nte  reco- 
very. If  to  thefe  be  added  a  fkill  in  diving,  an  accidental  float- 
ing of  the  body  with  the  face  upwards,  or  above  all,  the  foramen 
ovale  remaining  oj)en  (as  ir.  fome  rare  inftances  happens  throiioh 
life),  we  may  account  why  certain  perfbns  refill  the  vvaterv  element 
fo  much  longer  than  others.  And  why  a  itv^  remarkable  efcapes 
of  this  fort  have,  in  former  times,  been  exaggerated  into  miracles, 
and  given  rife  to  the  moft  incredible  llories.'     p.  88. 

Several  practical  remarks  of  confiderable  utility  are  intro- 
duced in  this  part  of  the  performance. 

On  the  procefs  of  nature  in  reftoring  animation,  v/e  have 
little  more  than  ingenious  conjecture.  From  the  idea  which, 
the  author  entertains  refpecling  the  proximate  cauie  of  the 
fufpenfion  of  vital  aClion,  it  ia  natural  to  conclude,  in  the 
cure — 
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*  That  the  i  ft  grand  indication  is  to  renew  theaftlon  of  thc'  lung?, 
in  order  to  open  a  free  paflage  to  the  blooti  through  that  organ  : 

*  adly,  To  excite  the  energy,  or  propulfive  power  of  tlie  heart, 
in  order  to  enable  it  to  overcome  the  refiftance.'     p.    102. 

On  the  means  beft  adapted  to  the  reftoration  of  fufpended 
refpiration,  and  the  moil  advantageous  methods  of  applying 
them,  the  doflor's  obfervations  and  directions  are  clear, 
judicious  and  ufeful. 

In  an  Appendix  we  have  a  defcription  of  the  neceffary  in- 
flruments,  and  a  few  hints  for  their  improvement.  On  the 
whole,  this  is  a  judicious  and  valuable  performance,  though 
on  fome,  and  thofe  perhaps  the  more  important  points,  the 
author's  conclufions  remain  to  be  confirmed  by  the  teft  of 
future  experiment. 
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p^EATTIE  has  well  obferved,  that  '  to  inftrud  is  an  end 
-^  common  to  all  good  writing,  to  all  poetry,  all  hiftory,  all 
found  philofophy.  But  of  thefe  lait  the  principal  end  is  to 
in{lru£l ;  and  if  this  fingle  end  be  accomplifhed,  the  philofo- 
pher  and  the  hiftorian  will  be  allowed  to  have  acquitted  them- 
ielves  well ;  but  the  poet  raufl  do  a  great  deal  for  the  fake  of 
pleafure  only,  and  if  he  fall  to  pleafe,  he  may  indeed  deferve 
praife  on  other  accounts,  but  as' a  poet  he  Las  done  nothing.* 

The  German  tragic  writers  are  wholly  free  from  the  cold 
declamation  and  dull  ftatellnefs  of  the  French  fchool ;  but 
they  too  frequently  exempt  themfelves  from  this, — the  poet's 
firft  duty,— TO  CIVE  pleasure.  With  the  exception,  per- 
haps, of  Lefling,  they  all  overftep  the  boundary  which  d\-. 
vides  the  tragic  from  the  horrid;  the  former  of  vi'hich  (we 
avail  ourfelves  of  the  forcible  expreflions  of  Dr.  Darwin) 
*  confiits  of  dillrefs  attended  with  pity,  which  is  fald  to  be  al- 
lied to  love,  the  mod  agreeable  of  all  our  paffions  ;  and  the 
latter  in  diftrefs,  accompanied  with  difguft,  which  is  allied  to 
hate,  and  is  one  of  our  moft  difagreeable  fenfations.  Hence 
when  horrid  fcenes  of  cruelty  are  reprefented,  we  wifh  to  dif- 
believe  their  exhT:ence,  and  voluntarily  exert  ourfelves  to  c^ 
fcape  from  the  deception  :  whereas  the  bitter  cup  of  true  tra- 
gedy is  mingled  with  fome  fweet  coniblatory  drops,  which 
erfdear  our  tears,  and  we  continue  to  contemplate  the  intereft-* 
jng  delufion,  with  a  delight  whleh  it  is  not  eafy  to  explain.' 
Bot.  Gar.   Vol.  il.  p.  95, 

Thofe  remarks  apply  with  peculiar  force  agaiuft  the  tragedy 
6  now 
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now  before  us.  The  author  indeed,  in  his  Preface,  *  entreats 
Ms  readers,  fpeclators,  and  critics,  not  to  confuler  this  piece 
merely  as  a  drama.  It  is  intended  to  reprefent  at  one  view  all 
the  horrible  cruelties  which  are  pra6lifed  towards  our  black 
brethren.  The  poet  has  given  them  a  fimple  cloathing,  with- 
out any  of  the  embellifhments  of  invention.' 

This  piece,  however,  is  fo  far  a  drama,  that  it  has  been 
acted;  and  from  this  circumftance  we  may  fairly  eflimate  the 
flrength  of  the  German  nerves.  For  the  truth  of  the  fliock^ 
ing  fa6ts  which  he  has  introduced  in  his  tragedy,  Kotzebue 
refers  us  to  Raynal,  Selle,  Sprengel,  Ifert,  and  the  Black 
Code  :  but  furely  he  fhould  have  remembered,  that  a  number 
of  fcattered  events,  each  of  which  has  actually  taken  place, 
may  yet,  by  being  combined  into  one  piece,  make  a  more  im- 
probable hiftory  than  that  of  the  feven  champions  of  Chriil- 
endom.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  countenance  the  falfe  and  cow- 
ardly fenfibility  which  would  prevent  the  rich  and  the  happy 
from  making  themfelves  acquainted  with  the  diftreflles  of  their 
fellow-creatures.  We  believe  that  enormities,  at  which  a 
Caligula  might  have  turned  pale,  have  been  committed  in  the 
"Weft  Indies,  and  ftill  may  be  committed  ;  and  even  if  tyranny 
fhould  be  compelled  to  relax  and  fofien  her  features,  the  trade 
itfelf  mull  ever  difgrace  our  country,  and  even  our  nature.  It 
is  undoubtedly  our  duty  to  learn  and  to  publilh  its  cruelties  ; 
but  we  contend  that  the  theatre  is  not  the  fit  place,  nor  poetry 
the  proper  vehicle. 

The  negroes  in  this  tragedy  are  all  heroes  and  heroines, 
dlftinguiibed  by  a  llrength  of  intelleft,  a  refinement  of  icn' 
timent,  and  a  fublimity  of  virtue,  v/hlch  would  be  aimoft  mar- 
vellous among  the  bed  and  m.oft  cultivated  Europeans.  The 
author,  like  a  fkilful  ventriloquill,  throws  his  own  voice  and 
fentiments  into  the  mouths  of  all  his  characters.  This,  how- 
ever, feems  to  have  been  neceflary,  in  order  to  make  the  piece 
interelling  as  a  drama  :  and  we  muft  except,  from  the  remark, 
the  charafter  of  the  rich  planter  (John)  which  is  conceived 
boldly  and  truly,  and  managed  v>^ith  the  hand  of  a  mailer. 
His  fneering  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  the  word  '  heart,'  in 
pages  II  and  13,  are  admirably  chara6teriftic.  We  have  fe- 
leQed,  as  fpecimens  of  the  author's  genius,  the  following 
dialogues  from  the  firft  aiSt  of  the  play,  as  being  in  themfelves 
truly  beautiful  and  pathetic,  and  not  chargeable  with  thofe 
blood-freezing  incidents  and  narrations  which  crowd  on  our 
Feelings  in  moft  of  the  other  fcenes — 

'  William.  Brother,  do  you   know  you  rre  carrying  oQ  a  vile 
rade  ? 
'  John.   How  fo  ? 

F  %  '  William, 
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*  J'FilUam.    I  cannot  relifli  a  morfel  in  your  howfc. 

*  John.  I  ail)  forry  for  that.  / 

*  IViUia/n,  I  find  no  repofe  in  your  beds. 

'<  John.  I  lleep  very  well.  > 

'  M'iUiam.   When  the  overfeer  flogs  out  the  poor  flavCs  at  fun- 
rife,  do  their  ales  never  wake  you  ? 
'  Johfi.  I  am  ufed  to  it. 

'  William.  Righteous  God  !  is  it  in  the  nature  of  man  to  recon- 
cile hinifelf  to  every  thing,  and  even  to  wean  himfelf  from  common 
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humanity  ? 

*  Jijhn.  What  can  I  do  ?  You  would  not  have  me  cultivate  the 
fugar-cmes  myfelf  r 

'  IVilUam.  And  is  it  abfoluttly  necefTary  they  fliould  be  culti- 
vated ? 

'  John.  What  a  wonderful  queftion  ! 

'  iniliam.  Tell  me,  brother,  do  you  think  flaves  are  men  ? — I 
bet  a  wager  he  is  often  afked  this  queftion. 

'  John.  I  treat  them  as  men, 

*  Wtlliain.  (Ironically}  Indeed  ? 

*  John.  I  i^ive  them  to  eat  and  to  drink. 

'   IJ'iUiam.  You  do  the  fame  to  your  dogs. 

*  John.  And  they  are  not  much  better  than  dogs.  Believe  mc, 
brother,  they  are  a  race,  deftined  by  nature  to  flavery. 

'  JVilliiim.  Where  has  God  ftamped  the  mark  of  flavery  on 
them  i 

'  John,  They  defcend  from  Cain,  they  are  black,  becaufe  the 
father  of  their  family  was  the  firft  who  killed  his  brother. 

»  IVilJiam.   Excellent  ! 

*  John.  They  are  cunning,  vicious  and  ftupid.  They  acknow- 
Icdo-e  the  hiperiority  of  our  minds,  and  of  courfe  thejuflice  of  our 
dominion. 

*  IVilliam.  They  are  ftupid  becaufe  flavery  deftroys  all  energy 
of  mind.;  they  are  iil-difpofed,  but  they  do  not  fliew  it  to  you,  as 
you  deferve.  They  lie,  becaufe  no  one  dares  to  fpeak  the  truth  ta 
tyrants.  They  acknowledge  the  fuperiorily  of  our  minds  becaufe 
we  keep  them  in  eternal  ignorance  ;  and  the  jullice  of  our  domi- 
nion, becaufe  v.e  abufe  their  weaknefs. — Alas?  you  have  done 
every  thing  in  the  v.-orid  to  depreciate  thcfe  unhappy  wretches,  and 
then  you  complain  that  they  are  ftupid  and  evil-incJined. 

'  John.   But  were  not  negroes  born  to  be  flaves  ? 

*  Williavi.  Certainly  not.  No  man  can  be  born  a  fiave. 
Whether  you  are  a  prince,  or  a  father,  v.-ho  gave  you  that  right? 

'  John.  But  if  the  negro  fold  himfelf !  He  is  mailer  of  his  Ufe, 
why  not  alfo  of  his  liberty  ?  He  hinifcif  fives  the  price. 

'   ^''''iV/z^w.  The' liberty  of  m-;n  is' invaluable  I 

'  Joh'..  So  much  the  worfe  for  him,  if  he  fells  me  a  treafure  be 
low  its  prpper  \roith.     He  is  the  fool,  but  I  am  uo  knave 

'  Williami 
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*  iriUia?n.  Sell  himfelf  ?  he  dares  not,  becaufe  he  dare?  not  do 
all  that  an  unjull  mailer  requires  of  him  as  a  Have. — He  belongs  to 
his  firft  mafter,  to  GoA,  who  never  eave  him  his  iinertv  !  a  man 
may  fell  his  life  as  a  foldier,  but  not  the  abufe  of  his  live  as  a 
flave. 

'  Johti.  But  the  greatefl:  part  of  them  were  made  prifoners  in 
battle  ;  if  we  had  not  intervened  they  would  have  fuffered  death, 

*  IVillianu  They  never  would  have  been  made  prifoners  but  for 
you.  Their  battles  are  your  work.  And  if  the  conqueror  make* 
a  bad  ufe  of  his  viftory,  why  would  you  be  his  accomplice  ? 

*  Jolm.  But  feveral  were  criminals  who  would  have  been  con- 
demned to  death  by  this  time  in  their  own  country. 

*  William.  And  are  you  the  African  hangman's  deputy  ? 

*  John.  At  leafr,  are  they  not  jufl  as  happy  here,  as  there  ? 

*  IVilliam.  Then,  why  do  they  figh  without  intermillion  after 
their  own  country  ?  Why  would  they  chufe  rather  to  live  with  ti- 
gers and  lions  than  with  you?  Why  do  they  poifon  and  hang  them- 
lelves  r  Why  out  of  nine  millions  of  flaves  which  the  new  world 
received,  are  {nvtw  and  an  half  dead  ? 

'  John.  Do  other  nations  treat  them  better  than  we  Engiifli- 
men  ? 

*  IFilliam,  Alas,  no !  The  Spaniard  makes  the  negroes  compa- 
nions of  his  indolence,  the  Portugucfe  makes  them  lubfervient  to 
his  vices,  and  the  Dutchman  abuies  them  as  the  viftims  of  hisava> 
rice.  The  Frenchman  makes  them  bend  to  laborious  work,  and 
often  refuses  them  neceflaries  ;  but  he  fometimes  laughs  with  them,' 
which  lightens  their  mifery.  The  Engliflmian  never  laughs,  never 
fliews  them  any  condefcenfion. 

'  Jolm.  I  will  level  all  \'our  pretended  philofophy  at  one  firoke ; 
without  us,  they  never  would  have  known  the  Chriflian  religion. — 
They  exchange  their  freedom  for  the  falvation  of  their  fouls. 

'  IVilliam.  Oh  divine  lawgiver  !  how  couldll  th-ou  io\-&{<it  that 
fiich  cruelties  could  be  juRified  from  thy  mild  precepts!  —  If  reli- 
gion fanclifies  the  crime,  away  with  it  forever!  Harangue  loudly, 
ye  fcrvants  of  the  church  I  Preach  loudly  againft  it !  Zeal  would 
here  be  wifdom,  and  filence  tranforeflion. 

'  John.  This  is  all  idle  declamation,  imported  from  the  univerfi- 

ties. At  this  rate  we  (hall  grow  no  coffee  trees,  nor  ripen  any 

fugar-canes.  \'ou  are  in  poflellion  of  a  fine  fortune,  which  our 
father  acquired  by  means  of  the  ncgro-flaves,  and  it  makes  you 
happy,  is  not  that  true  ?  \_Exit  fmUbt^, 

'  William  (alont) .  Alas!  he  is  right !  I  blufli  foe  every  fliilling 
in  my  pocket  I  every  morfel  I  put  into  my  moutii  is  embittered  by 
the  tears  of  fuffering  human  nature. 

'  SCENE     VII. 
'  William,  Ada,  ^w^LilLi. 
f  Ada,  Good  white  man,  do  I  find  you  alone?  Ce  not  nngrv. 

F  3  '  W^n 
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When,  jufl  now,  your  brother  was  fo  unkind  to  me,  I  plainly  faw 
that  it  gave  you  concern,  and  it  immediately  occurred  to  me,  apply 
to  William,  he  will  protect  thee.  Good  white  man,  I  implore  thee 
to  protect  me ! 

*  Lillt.  Thy  eyes  are  lik^  thy  father's,  friendly  good  eyes. 

*  priUiam.  My  dear  child,  would  to  God  I  could  help  thee  ! 

*  Jda.  God  will  affift  thee  in  it,  certainly.  I  am  a  poor  inno- 
cent creature  who  never  cruflied  a  worm  defignedly ;  why  then  am  I 
fo  tormented  ? 

'   William,   Do  you  call  it  being  torir.ented,  to  be  beloved  ? 

*  Ada.   And  do  you  call  that  love,  which  yoiir  brother  requires  ? 

*  Lilli.  Have  yen  forgot  the  burning  cotton  and  needles  ? 

'  William.  To  be  crabbed,  and  morofe,  is  a  habit  with  him. 
You  fliould  overlook  that.^ 

*  Ada.  I  cannot,  if  I  would. — I  have  not  room  in  my  heart  for 
two  men. 

'   William.  Have  yrtu  left  a  lover  behind  you  in  Africa  ? 
■  *  Ada.   Only  a  lover?   much  more  than  a  lover  !   a  hulband  ! 

*  William.  It  is  plain  you  are  not  a  European. 

*  Ada.  We  had  hardly  been  as  long  married  as  the  banana  is  in 
bloom — We  lived  on  the  coaii: ;  the  fea  gave  us'fifh,  the  foreft  be- 
hind fupplied  us  with  wild  fowl,  on  each  fide  of  us  were  the  green 
feedlings  of  TurkiQi  wheat,  and  in  the  centre  of  all,  ourfelves,  and 
one  heart  betwixt  us — Believe  me,  we  had  enough. 

'   Williatn.  I  do  indeed  believe  thee,  my  good  child. 

*  Ada.  A  little  bag  with  baked  Turkey-meal  quieted  our  hun- 
ger, and  when  I  brought  home  my  calabafii  of  an  evening  full  of 
palm-wine,  it  wa^  more  refrefliing  to  us  than  rum  is  to  the  white's. 
And  when  we  refted  together  at  night  on  the  fr.me  woven  mat,  our 
fleep  was  fiveetcr  than  that  of  our  chief  on  his  European  carpet. 
Something  was  with  us,  and  about  us,  that  breathed  feienity  and  a 

fenfe  of  joy,  and  to  which  we  knew  not  how  to  give  a  name. > 

It  was  love  I 

'  William.   And  who  deftroyed  your  tranquil  happinefs  ? 

*  Ada,  Some  white  men  ftole  me  while  my  hufband  was  abfent. 
They  fold  Ada,  the  ftolen  flave,  to  your  brovher,  but  they  could 
not  fell  the  lovin^  and  -beloved  Ada.  Betvueen  thofe  walls  of  in- 
twined  palm  -branches  breathes  yet  the  fpirit  of  my  love. 

'  William.  Of  what  ufe  is  this  encnufiallic  fidelity  to  a  hufband 
whom  thou  wilt  never  fee  again  ? 

*  Ada.  I  fee  him  continually,  and  he  is  before  my  eyes  every- 
where ! — Oh  you  mufl:  not  talk  me  out  of  my  lall:  hope  ! — Never 
fee  him  again  ? — Wha*-  good  can  it  do  thee  to  tear  from  the  hand 
of  an  unhappy  wretch,  the  flraw  to  which  he  clings  ?  and  fuppof- 
ing  you  in  the  right,  what  is  this  inflant  of  time  to  me  ? — this  little 
foot  of  land  which  vcu  call  the  world  ? — A  day  will  come  when  \ 

fliall 
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•o  fhall  fee  him  ! — Is  it  not  true   tr.at  you    believe  in  a  better  life, 
'  where  negroes  are  allowed  to  be  happy  ? 

*  Lilli.  Let  us  iaiigh  then  at  cm-  white  tyrants  !  This  cannot 
ahvays  laft. — 0:ir  chief  called  himfeif  mafter  of  heaven  and  earth, 
but  the  earth  has  obi  ined  us  maftery  over  hivn,  and  has  covered 
him.  Is  it  nut  io  ?  the  whites  torment  us  for  a  feafon,  but  when 
it  grows  too  bad,  we  have  a  fnend  who  is  no  friend  to  them.  He 
bears  a  hideous  name.  He  is  called  Death.  But  who  would  afic 
the  name  of  liis  deliverer  ?  Who  would  take  fright  at  the  name  of 

his  benefaftor  ? Huzzah,  Ada  !   Life  is  only  a  tov  :  we  are  no 

longer  children,  we  throw  it  away. 

'   P/iUiam.  Cheerful  gu-i !    you  fuit  vourfelf  to  your  lot  ! 

*  Lilli.  I  was  born  in  Congo.  In  Congo  and  Loango,  v.-e  are 
ever  gay  ;  we  live  to-day,  and  enjoy  to-day,  and  think  not  of  the 
morrow.  Of  courfe  hofpitality  dwells  in  our  cottages,  and  we  ali- 
hor  ail  rneannefs.  Ther-fore  we  call  you  Europeans  clofe-handed. 
We  think  not  of  the  paft,  we  count  our  years  no  more  than  we  do 
the  drops  of  water  which  the  great  river  revolves  under  our  feet. 
We  believe  in  the  great  God  Numbo,  but  who  is  too  much  exalt- 
ed to  care  about  us.  In  Congo  and  Loango,  we  could  laugli 
whole  days  at  trifles.  Our  young  men  are  excellent  mimics.  They 
underftand' imitating  the  cries  of  animals.  Thev  are  enlivened 
whenever  they  hear  mufic,  and  dancing  never  fatigues  them. 

'  JVilllam.  Contented  people ! 

'  Lilli.  Shall  I  teach  you  to  be  always  cheerful? 

'  WiUiam.  Then  thou  wilt  teach  me  what  a  thoufand  European 
philofophers  have  failed  in. 

'  Lilli.  Nothing  eafier.  Only  obferve  two  rules.  Do  nothinof 
wrong,  and  rife  hungry  from  table.  By  this  means  the  foul  and 
body  will  always  remain  in  health.  I  take  care  of  the  one,  and 
your  brother  of  the  other.    (JJte  laughs.) 

*  lVillia?n.  Golden  rules  ! 

'  Lilli.  Why  golden?  I  would  not,  confide  in  the  man  who 
compares  every  thing  that  is  beautiful  and  good  to  gold. — Rather 
call  them  rules  of  the  fun,  for  they  warm  the  heart ;  or  rules  of 
death,  for  they  teach  us  to  die  cheerfully.  Thy  father  was  well 
acquainted  with  them.  I  always  rejoice  when  I  recoliecl  how  our 
old  mailer  died. 

'  VniUam.  Thou  rejoiceft? 

*  Lilli.  Yes  indeed  !   he  fat  on  a  chair  in  this  room — 

*  IVilliam.    (ha/illy)   In  this  room  ?   Where?   Where? 

*  Lilli,    (pointing  'to  the  fpot)   There  he  fat. 

*  William,   (agitated)   There? — Goon. 

*  Lilli.  He  called  in  all  his  flaves. — Children,  he  faid,  I  am 
going  to  God. — Father,  we  cried,  give  us  thy  bleffing  \ — tiien  he 
blefled  us,  and  we  blefled  him.     He  fmiled — and  we  cried. 

'  William.  I  fee  then  thcu  canft  not  always  laugh. 

F  4  '  Lilli^ 
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<  Lilli.  Why  not  ?  Do  you  mean  becaufe  of  the  tears  which  are 
rolling  down  my  cheeki?  When  I  cry  in  this  way,  my  heart  at  the 
fame  time  laughs. 

'   IVilliam.   Good,  amiable  creature  ! 

*  Lilll.  Of  what  ufe  are  fmooth  words  to  us  ?  Do  not  praife  us, 
but  help  us. 

'   If'iiham.  I  cannot. 

*  Lilh.  Why  not  ?   Are  you  not  a  fon  of  our  old  mafter  ? 

*  William.  I  am  but  the  youngeft  brother. 

*  Lilli.  Is  it  then  only  in  the  power  of  the  elder  brother  to  do 
good  ? — Divide  your  riches  as  you  will,  but  the  right  of  doing  good 
ought  to  be  equally  fhared  between  brothers. — You  are  filent?  You 
confider  Ada  and  me  with  compaffion  ? — Oh  trouble  not  yourfelf 
about  me ;  my  guardian  angels  are  Hope  and  Cheerfulnefs ;  but 
protect  Ada,  Ihe  is  in  want  of  both, 

*  Ada.  Proteft  me,  good  white  man  ! 

'  iVilliam.  What  can  I  do  ? — I  have  offered  my  brother  a  large 
fum  for  thy  liberty ; — he  refufed  it. 

*  Lilli.  He  refufed  monev  !  poor  Ada !  if  he  iove  thee  more 
than  money,  then  thou  art  loft  ! 

*  Ada.  Oh,  if  thv  father  h-^d  lived  but  a  {<t\v  weeks  longer,  the 
vefTel  was  then  equipping  to  carry  me  to  my  hulband's  arms. — My 
benefaftor  died Well,  I  too  can  die  ! 

*  Lilli.  Hear'ft  thou — Poor  Ada  !  Look  at  her.  Is  flie  not 
beautiful  as  the  flower  Gloriofa  ?  and  flie  is  ftill  more  good  than 
beautiful.— Fy  !  you  are  horrid  people!  we  lacerate  our  bodies; 
you,  your  fouls. — We  believe  that  the  fears  on  our  faces  add  to 
our  beauty ;  you  conilder  your  vices  as  ornaments. — Which  ought 
to  reprove  the  other?'     p.  26. 

We  have  "had  no  opportunity  of  comparing  the  tranllation 
■with  the  original.  The  language  is  every  where  correcSl  and 
appropriate. — The  lad  lines  of  the  prefident  de  Kotzebue's 
dedication  to  the  Danidi  counfellor  of  juftice,  &c.  exhibits 
Vi  charming  picture  of  rural  fin-'piicity  and  literary  leifure, 
and  will  leave  pleafant  imprelhons  on  the  minds  of  our 
readers — 

*  Here  in  rural  folitude,  at  a  diftance  from  all  that  can  be  jufrly 
or  unjuftly  called  great,  furrounded  only  by  the  charms  of  nature; 
here,  where  love,  friendlliip,  independence  crown  my  head  daily 
with  frefli  flqwers  ;  from  hence  will  I  ftretch  out  my  hand  to  my 
brave  friend,  and  intreat  him  in  the  midft  of  his  more  public  walk, 
fometimes  to  caft  an  eye  on  the  peaceful  fiiore,  where  his  friend  has 
/aifed  huVifelf  a  cottage  under  lliady  elms.'     p.  vi. 
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j!n  Hijiorical  Trcat'ife  of  a  Suit  in  Equity  :  in  ivh'ich  is  attempt- 
ed afcicntific  DcducJion  of  the  Proceedings  ufed  on  the  Equity 
Sides  of  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Ex  chequer  y  from  the  Com' 
mencement  of  the  Suit  to  the  Decree  and  Appeal ;  with  occa- 
fional  Remarks  on  their  Import  and  Efficacy ;  and  an  introduc- 
tory Difcourfe  on  the  Rije  and  Progrefs  of  the  equitable  Ju- 
rifdinion  of  thofe  Courts.  By  Charles  Barton,  of  the  Inner 
'temple^  Barrifter  at  Law.  8^0.  5^.  Boards,  Clarke  and, 
Son.     1796. 

THERE  is  no  department  of  publication  to  which  the  dif- 
grace  of  book-making  can  be  more  juftly  attributed  than 
in  the  profeflion  of  the  law :  where  one  author  or  editor  of  a 
law-book  difcovers  a  depth  of  acquaintance  with  the  pi-inci' 
pies  of  the  fcience,  and  a  valuable  extent  of  profelTional  eru- 
dition, there  are  very  many  {fervum  pecus  !)  who  obtrude  their 
uninll:ru£live  jargon,  or  clumfy  compilations,  to  a  degree  of 
frequency,  which  operates  as  a  heavy  tax  on  the  purfe  and  the 
patience  of  the  legal  public. 

Whether  from  indigence  or  oftentation, — whether  to  get  a 
few  pounls,  or  to  pleaie  vanity  by  a  nimein  the  title-page, — • 
from  whatever  caufe  this  illiberal  pradlice  may  originate,  it  can- 
not b:  too  feverely  reprobated,  as  tending  to  encourage  idlenefs 
among  the  junior  members  of  the  profeflion,  and  greatly  to 
diminifh  the  literary  refpeft  which  (for  we  think  there  is  no 
good  reafon  to  the  contrary)  ought  to  be  commanded  by  publi- 
cations of  the  legal  kind,  as  well  as  by  thofe  in  any  other  fci- 
ence. It  becomes  our  duty,  as  reviewers,  to  exclaim,  and  to 
exclaim  llrongly,  againfi:  this  evil,  though  we  do  not  mean  to 
apply  thefe  our  animadverfions,  in  their  full  extent,  to  the 
produ£llon  before  us. 

The  author  himfelf  fpeaks  of  it  in  the  following  terms — 

'  The  principal  defign  of  the  following  fketch,  is  to  furnifti  the 
ftudent  with  fuch  a  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  in  our  courts  of 
equirv,  as  may  enable  him  to  underftand  them  fcientifically,  and 
prepare  them  with  accuracy.  It  is  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of 
the  profeffion  with,  it  is  hoped,  a  becoming  diffidence,  hut  without 
apprehenfion  ;  (of  "juhat  T )  for  however  confcious  the  author  may 
be  of  his  own  deficiency,  he  is  equally  fenfible  of  their  liberality  : 
every  allowance,  he  is  pcrfuaded,  will  be  made  for  the  errors  of  a 
firft  attempt,  and  f^me,  perhaps,  for  the  unavoidable  inaccuracies 
of  a  firfi:  impreffion.' 

This  is  certainly  very  modeft  language  ;  but  v/e  are  by  no 

means  perfuaded  of  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  publication,  as  the 

books  from  which  it  is  compiled^  generally  form  a  part  of  the 

■  library  of  the  youngeft  ftudent :  with  a  trifling  labour  of  re- 
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fenrch,  Harrifon's  Chancery  Pradice,  Mltford's  Pleadings* 
and  V^Toodeflbn's  Vinerian  Ledlures,  will  fupply  ample  infor- 
mation, both  theoretical  and  practical,  on  the  fubjetl.  Mr. 
Barton's  notes  to  this  hiflorical  treatife  have  however  a  claim 
to  the  praife  of  induilry,  though  not  to  much  originality  of 
matter. 


Mifcellaneous  Works  of  Edward  Gibbon^  Efq. 
[Continued  from  Fol.  XVII  1   p.  256.) 

IN  a  former  Review,  weprefented  our  readers  with  a  fketch 
of  the  life  of  Mr.  Gibbon  ;  and  we  (hail  now  fubmit  to  their 
perufal  the  mod  inierefting  of  thofe  letters  which,  v/ith  his 
life,  form  the  firfl  volume.  Son>e  of  thefe,  as  ftrong  proofs 
of  the  early  period  at  which  his  genius  began  to  difplay  itfelf, 
mull  be  welcome  *,  and  fome,  frcnn  announ,  ing  his  opinions 
concerning  3  revolution  which  has  (iiaken  Europe  to  the  centre, 
will  engage  attention.  Of  the  firft  defcription  are  the  letters 
to  Mr.^Gefner  ;  and  of  the  laft:  are  a  few  from  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  Lord  Sheffield. 

■  The  firft  letter  to  Mr.  Gefner  contains  fome  doubts  con- 
eerning  Pifo,  to  whom  Horace  addreffed  his  Art  of  Poetry, 
and  the  time  of  Catullus'  death ;  it  was  written  in  French, 
though  we  have  adopted  the  tranflation:  and  when  we  confi- 
rfer  that  it  was  written  by  a  youth  who  had  fcarcely  completed 
liis  nineteenth  year,  we  confefs  we  feel,  in  perufing^  it, 
tlie  higheft  admiration  at  this  proof  of  his  premature  genius^, 
of  his  extenfive  reading,  of  his  pointed  obfervations. 

'  Mr.  Gibbon  to  Mr.  Gesner. 

'  Sir, 
«  Among  the  Romans,  that  generoirs  people,  who  had  fo  many 
Jaflitutions  worthy  of  being  admired  and  imitated,  the  mo(t  re- 
fpe(?:able  old  lawyers,  vvhofe  long  labours  had  rendered  them  the 
oracles  of  the  bar,  did  not  think  their  time  ufelefs  to  the  commu- 
aity,  when  it  was  employed  in  forming  the  ta'ents  of  youth,  and 
in  providing  for  themfelves  worthy  fucceffors.  This  excellent 
cufiom  ought  to  be  adopted  and  extended  to  other  fciences.   Who- 

.  1  Ml 

ever  is  acquainted  v/ith  your  reputation  and  your  works,  will  not 
deny  you  the  title  of  one  of  the  moft  learned  men  of  the  age;  and 
I  hope  that  mv  fooliQi  prefumption  does  not  deceive  me,  when 
I  afcribe  to  myfelf  Ibme  natural  aptitude  for  fucceeding  in  the  pur- 
faits  of  literature.  Your  correfpondence  would  be  highly  ufeful  to 
nie.  On  this  ground  only  I  requeil  it.  In  the  hope  that  it  will 
not  be  refufed,  I  proceed  to  beg  your  explanation  of  fome  diffi- 
culties 
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culties  that  I  have  met  with,  nnd  your  opinion  of  fome  conjedures 
that  have  occuiTed  to  my  mind. 

*  Who  was  thac  Pifo,  the  father,  to  whom  Horace  addrefTes  his 
Art  of  Poetry  ?  Mn  Dacier  fiippofes  him  to  have  been  the  high- 
prieft  who  obtained  a  triumph  for  his  exploits  in  Thrace,  and  who 
died  pr?efe6l  of  flie.-city  in  the  feven  hundred  and  eighty-fifth  year 
ofRtine.  But  that  could  not  be  the  man;  for  Horace's  Art  of 
Poetry  was  written  before  the  year  itvta  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
iince  it  makes  mention  of  Virgil  (who  died  that  year)  in  terms 
which  fhew  that  he  was  ftiii  alive:  and  in  another  part  of  the  poem, 
Horace  addrefTes  the  eldeft  of  Pifo  s  fons,  as  a  young  man  of  cul- 
tivated talents;  which  implies  that  he  was  not  lefs  than  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  of  age.  But  L.  Pifo,  tne  high-priefl:,  could  not 
lurely  have  a  fon  fo  old.  ,  He  himfelf  died  at  the  age  of  fourfcore, 
in  the  feven  hundred  and  eighty-hfth  year  of  Rome.  He  was  born, 
then,  in  feven  hundred  and  five  ;  and  was  not.  above  thirty  when 
the  Art  of  Poetry  was  written.  It  is  clear, '  therefore,  that  he  is 
not  the  perfon  to  whom  Horace  writes^;  but,  amiong  the  number 
of  other  men  who  bore  that  nam.e,  I  wifli  that  you  would  help 
me  to  difcover  the  Pifo  to  whom  that  poem  was  moft  probably 
addrefied.'     Vol.  i.    p.   351. 


'  A  difference  of  opinion  between  Scaliger  and  Ifaac  Voflius 
concerning  the  time  of  Catullus'  deaths  made  great  noife  in  the 
republic  of  letters.  I  have  not  at  hand  the  original  arguments  of 
thofe  learned  men,  which  are  contained  in  their  refpeftive  editions 
of  Catullus;  but  Bayle  has  given  us  a  particular  account  of  their 
difpute,  with  his  own  refleftioi.s  on  the  fubjed".  1  am  forry  that 
I  cannot  draw  from  the  fountain  head  ;  but  Bayle's  accuracy  as  a 
compiler  will  not  be  difputed. 

*  Notwithftanding  the  labours  of  thefe  great  fc^holars,  I  am  far 
from  thinking  the  queftion  decided.  VofTius  feems  to  me  to  place 
Catullus'  death  too  early,  and  Scaiiger  certainly  fixes  it  at  too  late 
an  oera.  That  poet  furely  did  not  die  in  the  year  of  the  city  fix 
hundred  and  ninety. fix;  but  neither  did  he  live  to  fee  the  fecular 
oames  of  Auguftus  celebrated  in  feven  hundred  and  thirtv-fix. 
Let  us  prove  thefe  affertions,  and  endeavour  to  find  out  the  true 
asra  in  queftions  which  muft  have  been  at  an  intermediate  time  be- 
tvveen  the  years  juft  mentioned. 

'  Catullus  fpeaks  of  Great  Britain  and  its  inhabitants,  with  which 
Casfar  firft  made  the  Romans  acquainted,  by  his  expedition  thi' 
ther,  in  the  vear  of  Rome,  fix  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  Catullus 
alfo  mentions  the  fecond  confulfiiip  of  Pompey,  which  happened 
oi\  that  fame  year.  He  lived  fo  late  as  the  year  feven  hundred  and 
fix,  fince  he  fpeaks  of  the  confulfliip  of  Vatinius.  1  will  not  make 
life  of  Scaliger's  arguments  to  prove  that  the  poet  witnefled  Caefar's 

triumphs, 
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'triumphs,  becaufe  I  do  not  believe  them  well  founded/  I  will 
not  particularly  examine  whether  the  words  paurna  prima  lan- 
tinata  fjent  hona^  bed  apply  to  the  firft  or  laft  victories  of  Csfar, 
becaufe  I  do  not  believe  them  to  have  any  reference  to  the  one  or 
the  ether.  We  need  only  to  read  the  epigram  attentively,  to  per- 
ceive that  Catullus  always  addrefles  Cicfar  in  the'  fecond  perfon, 
and  Mamurra  in  the  third. 

*  The  poet  alludes,  therefore,  not  to  CiEfar's  diffipation,  but  to 
that  of  Mamurra  ;  and  all  the  confequences  deduced  from  his  ap- 
plying his  words  to  the  former,  are  built  on  a  falfe  hypothefis. 

'  Catullus,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  live  to  fee  the  fecular 
games  celebrated  by  Auguftus,  fince  he  died  before  Tibullus. 
Ovid,  in  an  elegy  writteH  on  the  death  of  the  latter,  places  Catullus 
among  the  poets  whom  his  friend  will  meet  with  in  the  Elyfian 
jfields. 

*  But  when  did  Tibullus  die  ?  A  little  epigram  of  Dom.itiiis  JMa- 
ritis  informs  us,  that  he  died  the  fame  day,  or  at  leaft  in  the  fame 
year,  with  Virgil.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  Virgil  died  the 
twenty-fecond  of  September,  feven  hundred  and  thirty-four.  Catul- 
lus then  could  not  fee  the  fecular  games,  which  were  not  celebrated 
till  {tvG.w  hundred  and  thirty-fix. 

'  We  may  go  farther,  and  affirm,  that  Catullus  was  dead  before 
the  year  feven  hundred  and  twenty-one.  This  is  proved  by  a 
contemporary  hiflorian,  the  friend  of  Cicero  and  of  Catullus ;  I  mehn 
Cornelius  Nepos.  In  his  Life  of  Atticus,  fpeaking  of  a  certain 
Julius  Calidius,  to  whom  Atticus  had  rendered  very  important 
fervices,  he  diftinguifhes  him,  "  as  the  mod:  elegant  poet  of  that 
age,  fince  the  death  of  Lucretius  and  Catullus."'  The  latter, 
therefore,  v/as  dead  before  Nepos  \vrote  this  paflage ;  of  which  it 
is  not  diEcult  to  fix  the  date.  Nepos'  Life  of  Atticus  confifts  of 
twenty-two  chapters ;  the  firfl  eighteen  of  which  were,  as  he  tells 
us,  written  while  the  fubjeft  of  them  Hill  lived.  The  paflage 
mentioning  the  death  of  Catullus  is  in  the  twelfth  chapter;  from 
whence  it  follows,  that  Atticus  furvived  Catullus.  But  Atticus 
died  during  the  confulOiip  of  Cn.  Domitins  and  C.  Sofius.  Did 
we  wifh  to  afcertain  ftill  more  accurately  the  precife  year  of  Ca- 
tullus' death,  we  fiiou'd  not  be  much  mifiiaken  in  fixing  it  st  the 
middle  term  between  the  years  of  Rome  feven  hundred  and  fix, 
and  feven  hundred  and  twenty-one ;  which  will  give  us  the  year 
{tvtn  hundred  and  fourteen;  which  very  well  agrees  with  all  other 
particulars  knou'n  concerning  him. 

'  The  only  argument  adduced  by  Scaliger,  that  can  occafion 
any  difficulty,  is,  that  Catullus  compofed  a  iecular  poem.  VolTius' 
conjc6ture,  that  the  fecular  games  were  celebrated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  feventh  century  of  Rome,  is  altosether  unwar- 
ranted  :  that  of  Bavle,  I  fear,  retls  not  on  much  better  authority. 
The  beginning  of  that  century  M-as  deformed  by  To  many  diforders. 

ana 
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and  bv  fuch"  a  marked  neoleft  of  ancient  ceremonies,  that  there 
is  not  any  probability  that  I'uch  games  fliould  then  have  beea 
either  exhibited  or  expefted.  But  it  is  not  necefTary  to  fuppof* 
that  CatuUus'  poem  was  written  for  the  fecular  games.  It  might 
have  been  intended  merely  for  Diana's  feitival,  which  was  cele- 
brated yearly  in  the  month  of  Augufl ;  as  Benrley  conjeftured. 
This  is  confirmed  by  comparing  this  poem  with  Horace's  Camun 
Seculare.  In  the  former,  both  the  boys  and  girls  form  but  one 
chorus,  which  addrefles  itfelf  to  Diana.  In  Horace,  the  boys  ad- 
drefs  themfelves  to  Apollo,  and  the  girls  to  Diana.  This  diftincVioa 
had  been  eftabliflied  by  the  oracle  who  commanded  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  games. 

'  But  I  have  done.  This  is  enough  for  one  letter.  Your  time 
is  precious,  and  I  would  not  offend  you  by  carrying  too  far  the 
liberty  1  have  taken  in  writing  to  you.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  much  confideration, 

'  Yours,  &c. 

*  Edward  Gibbon.'     Vol,  i.  p.  35;:. 

This  letter  is  indeed  a  fufficient  teftimony,  that,  before  he 
was  twenty,  Mr.  Gibbon  might  juftly  affume  his  rank  among 
the  learned  ;  while  another,  written  foon  after,  in  which  he 
expofes  the  defeats  of  the  government  of  Bern,  and  the  improvi- 
dent manner  of  placing  out  its  wealth,  is  a  ftriking  teftimony 
that  although  he  never  was  dlilinguiflied  as  an  a£live  politi- 
cian in  his  own  country,  he  was  early  accuilomed  to  view 
the  adminiftraiion  of  every  ftate  with  more  than  common 
fagacity  and  attention.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  addrefled  to  a 
Swifs  friend  ;  and  after  recapitulating  a  variety  of  objedlions 
to  the  government  of  Bern,  it  concludes  thus  : — • 

'  Your  taxes,  moderate  as  they  are,  exhauft  the  country.  This 
obfervatioa  requires  to  be  explained.  While  the  great  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  loaded  with  expences  and  debts,  are  driven  to  expedi- 
ents which  would  alarm  the  wildeft  prodigal,  Bern  is  the  only- 
Hate  which  has  amafled  a  large  trealare.  The  fecret  has  been  fo 
"Avell  kept,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  its  amount.  Stanyan, 
the  Britifti  envoy  at  Bern,  a  man  inquilitive,  and  pofTe/Ied  of  good 
means  of  information,  eftimated,  forty  years  ago,  the  money  be- 
longing to  that  republic,  in  the  Englifli  funds,  at  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  or  fevea  millions  of  Swifs  livres ;  and  the  funis 
remaining  in  the  treafury  of  Bern,  or  difperfed  through  the  other 
funds  or  banks  of  Europe,  at  eighteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  or  forty-three  millions  Swifs.  Thefe  treafures  have  not 
probably  diminiflitd  fmce  the  year  1722.  The  Canton  enriches 
icfelf  by  the  fimple  means  of  receiving  much  and  expending  little. 
But  what  is  U-:e  amount  of  its  receipts?  I  know  not,  but  I  will 
try  to  djfcovcr  it.    The  twelve  bailiwics,  or  diftrids,  of  the  Pais  de 

Vaud 
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Vaud  pay,  one  with  another,  during  the  fix  years  that  they  are 
governed  by  the  fame  m«gifi:rate,  five  hundred  thoufand  Swifs 
livres.  The  contributions,  therefore,  of  all  the  twelve,  amount  to 
a  million  of  livres  annually.  I  have  always  been  told,  that  the 
bailiffs,  or  governors,  retain  ten  per  cent,  on  the  revenues  raifed , 
within  their  refpeftive  jurifdldions.  The  million  of  revenue,  di- 
miniflied  by  an  hundred  thoufand  livres  confumed  in  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  bailiffs,  is  reduced  to  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns; 
of  which  one  hundred  thoufand  mav  be  allowed  for  the  expences 
of  the  ftate,  a  fuiTj  not  chofen  at  random  ;  and  the  other  twq 
hundred  thoufand  crovv'ns,,  which,  in  other  countries,  would  be 
employed  in  the  maintenance  of  a  court  and  army,  whofe  incomes 
would  circulate  through  the  general  mafs  of  the  people,  on  whom 
they  had  been  raifed,  are  here  buried  in  the  coffers  of  the  fovereignty, 
or  difperfed  through  the  precarious  banks  of  Europe,  to  become 
one  day  a  prey  to  the  knavery  of  a  clerk,  or  the  ambition  oi  a  con- 
queror. This  continual  abforption  of  fpccie  extinguifties  induftry, 
deadens  every  enterpvife  that  requires  the  aid  of  money,  and  gra- 
dually impoveri flies  the  country. 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  your  hardftiips.  But  I  think  you  will  fay  to 
me,  "  Have  you  thus  probed  our  wounds  merely  to  make  us  feel 
their  fmakt  ?  What  advice  do  you  give  us?"  None,  unlefs'  you 
have  already  anticipated  it.  I  would,  indeed,  advife  you  to  remorr- 
lirate.  But  there  are  evils  fo  deeply  rooted  in  governments,  that 
Plato  himfelf  would  defpair  of  curing  them.  What  could  you 
cxpeft  to  obtain  from  thofe  mafters  by  remonftrances,  who  havfe. 
remained  duvino;  two  centuries  infenfible  to  the  merit  of  vour  faith- 
fuJ  fervice  ?  There  is  another  remedy,  more  prompt,  more  perfeft, 
and  more  glorious.  Vvillinm  Tell  would  have  prefcribed  it;  I  do 
not.  I  know  that  the  fpiritof  a  good  citizen  is,  like  that  of  charity, 
lohg-fuffering,  and  hoping  all  things.  The  citizen  is  in  the  right; 
fince  he  knows  the  evils  refulting  from  his  fubraiilion,  but  knows 
not  the  "greater  evils  which  might  be  produced  by  his  refiftance. 
You  know  me  too  well  to  be  ignorant  how  much  I  refpeft  thofe 
principles,  fo  friendly  to  the  interefts  of  peace  and  of  human  kind. 
I  will  never,  in  the  language  of  a  feditious  tribune,  perfuade  the 
people  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  authority,  that  they  may  proceed 
from  murmur  to  fedition,  from  fedftion  to  anarchy,  and  from  anar- 
chy perhaps  to  defpotifra.'     Vol.  i.   p.  410. 

There  Is,  indeed,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gibbon  to  his  father, 
which  evinces,  that,  whatever  talents  he  might  poflefs  for  po- 
litical life,  it  was  by  no  means  his  wifli,  and  that  In  his  own 
opinion,  his  genius  was  better  qualified  for  the  deliberate 
compofitlons  of  the  clofet. 

i]^-.-GiBB0N  to  his  Father. 
'  Dear  Sir,  -  1760. 

'  An  addrefs  in  writing,  from  a  perfcn  who  has  the  pleafure  of 
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being  with  you  every  dny,  may  appear  fingular.  However,  I.  have 
preferred  this  method,  as  upon  paper  I  can  fpcak  without  a  bhifli, 
and  be  heard  wltliout  interruption.  If  niy  letter  difpleafes  you, 
impute  it,  dear  Sir,  only  to  yourfelf.  Yeu  have  treated  me,  not 
like  a  fon,  but  Hke  a  friend.  Can  you  be  furpriftd  that  I  fuouid 
communicate  to  a  friend,  all  my  thoughts,  and.  all  my  dellres  ? 
Unlefs  the  friend  approve  them,  let  the  father  never  know 
them;  or  at  lea,fl:,  let  him  know,  at  the  fame  time,  that  how- 
ever reafonable,  however  eligible,  my  fcheme  may  appear  to  me, 
I  would  rather  foro;et  it  for  ever,  than  caufe  him  the  fiiahtefc  uu- 
eafinefs. 

'  When  I  firfl:  returned  to  England,  attentive  to  my  future  in- 
terefl,.you  were  fo  good  as  to  give  me  hopes  of  a  feat  in  parlia- 
ment. This  feat,  it  was  fuppoied  would  be  an  expence  of  fifteen 
hundred  pounds.  This  defign  flattered  my  vanity,  as  it  might 
enable  me  to  Ihine  in  fo  augurt  an  aflembly.  It  flattered  a  nobler 
paflion  ;  I  promifed  myfelf  that  by  the  means  of  this  feat,  I  might 
be  one  day  the  inflrument  of  fome  good  to  my  country.  But  I 
foon  perceived  how  little  a  mere  virtuous  inclination,  unafiifted  by 
talents,  could  contribute  towards  that  great  end  ;  and  a  very  fliorC 
examination  difcovered  to  me,  that  thofe  talents  had  not  fallen  to  my. 
lot.  Do  not,  dear  Sir,  impute  this  declaration  to  a  falfe  modefty, 
the  meanell  fpecie?  of  pride.  Whatever  elfe  I  may  be  ignorant  of, 
I  think  I  know  myl'elf,  and  fliall  always  endeavour  to  mention  my 
good  qualities  withour  vanity,  and  my  defeds  without  repugnan.ce. 
I  fliall  fay  nothing  of  the  moft  ultimate  acquaintance  with  hia 
country  and  language,  fo  abfolutely  neceflary  to  every  fenator. 
Since  they  may  be  acquired,  to  alledge  my  deficiency  in  them, 
would  feem  only  the  plea  of  iaxinefs.  But  I  fliall  fay,  with  great 
truth,  that  I  never  poirefled  that  gift  of  fpeecb,  the  firfi:  requifite 
of  an  orator,  which  ufe  and  labour  may  improve,  but  which  na- 
ture alone  can  beuow.  That  my  temper,  quiet,  retired,  fome- 
what  referved,  could  neither  acquire  popularity,  bear  up  againft 
oppofition,  nor  mix  with  eafe  in  the  crowds  of  public  life.  That 
even  my  genius  (if  you  will  allow  me  any)  is  better  qualified  for. 
the  delil)crate  compofitions  of  the  ciofet,  than  for  the  extemporary 
difcourfes  of  the  parliament.  An  unexpected  objeftion  would  dif- 
concert  me ;  and  as  I  am  incapable  of  explaining  to  others,  what 
I  do  not  thoroughly  undcrftand  niyCdf,  1  fliould  be  meditating,, 
while  I  ought  to  be  anlweriug.  I  even  want  neceflary  prejudices  of, 
party,  and  of  nation.  In  popular  afl!emblies,  it  is  often  necefl"ary 
to  infpire  them  ;  and  never  orator  infpired  well  a  paflion,  whicli. 
he  did  not  feel  himfclf.  Suppofe  me  even  miftaken  in  my  own. 
Cjharacter;  to  fet  out  with  the  repugnance  fuch  an  opinion  mull 
produce,  offers  but  an,  indifferent  profpeft.  But  I  hear  you  fay, 
it  is  not  neceflary  that  every  man  fliould  enter  in;.o  parliament 
with  filth  exalted  hopes.     It  ii^  to.  acquire  a  title  tks  mofl  glorious 
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of  any  in  a  free  country,  and  to  employ  the  weight  and  confi- 
deration  it  gives,  in  the  fervice  of  one's  friends.  Such  motives, 
though  not  glorious,  yet  arq  not  diflionourable  ;  and  if  we  had  a 
borough  in  our  command,  if  you  could  bring  me  in  without  any 
great  expencc,  or  if  our  fortune  enabled  us  to  defpife  that  expence, 
then  indeed  I  fliould  think  them  of  the  greateft  ftrength.  But  with  our 
private  fortune,  is  it  worth  while  to  purchafe,  at  fo  high  a  rate,  a  title, 
honourable  in  itfeif,  but  which  I  miifi:  fliare  with  every  fellow  that 
can  lay  out  fifteen  hundred  pounds?  Befides,  dear  Sir,  a  mcrchandife 
is  of  little  value  to  the  owner,  when  he  is  refolved  not  to  fell  if. 

'  I  fliould  affront 'your  penetration,  did  I  not  fuppofe  you  now 
fee  the  drift  of  this  letter.  It  is  to  appropriate  to  another  ufe  the 
fum  with  which  you  defined  to  bring  me  into  parliament;  to 
emplov  it,  not  in  mai'ing  me  great,  but  in  rendering  me  happy, 
I  have  often  heard  you  fay  yourfelf,  tlxit  the  allowance  you  had  been 
fo  indulgent  as  to  grant  me,  though  very  liberal,  in  regard  to  your 
cftate,  was  yet  but  fmall,  when  compared  v/ith  the  almoft  neceflary 
extravagancies  of  the  age.  I  have,  indeed,  found  it  fo,  notwith- 
fianding  a  good  deal  of  ccconomy,  and  an  exemption  from  many 
of  the  common  expences  of  youth.  This,  dear  Sir,  would  be  a 
wav  of  fupplying  thefe  deficiencies,  without  any  additional  ex- 
pence  to  vou. — But  I  forbear — If  you  think  my  propofals  reafon- 
able,  you  want  no  entreaties  to  engage  you  to  comply  with  them  ; 
if  otherwife,  all  will  be  without  effect. 

'  All  that  I  am  afraid  of,  dear  Sir,  is,  that  I  fliould  feem  not  fo 
much  aflcing  a'  favour,  as  this  really  is,  as  exafting  a  debt.  After 
all  I  can  fay,  you  will  ftill  remain  the  beft  judge  of  my  good, 
and  your  own  circumftances.  Perhaps,  like  moft  landed  gen- 
tlemen, an  addition  to  my  annuity  would  fuit  you  better,  than 
a  fum  of  money  given  at  once ;  perhaps  the  fum  itfeif  may  t»e 
too  confiderable.  Whatever  you  fliall  think  proper  to  beftow 
upon  me,  or  in  whatever  manner,  will  be  received  with  equal 
gratitude. 

'  I  intended  to  flop  here ;  but  as  I  abhor  the  leaft  appearance 
of  art,  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  lay  open  my  whole  fcheme  at 
once.  The  unhappy  war  which  now  defolates  Europe,  will  oblige 
me  to  defer  feeing  France  till  a  peace.  But  that  reafoa  can  have 
no  influence  upon  Italy,  a  country  which  every  fcholar  mufl:  long 
to  fee ;  fliould  you  grant  my  requeft,  and  not  difapprove  of  my 
manner  of  employing  your  bounty,  I  would  leave  England  this 
autumn,  and  pafs  the  winter  at  Laufanne,  with  M.  de  Voltaire, 
and  my  old  friends.  The  armies  no  longer  obfl:rucl  iny  palfage, 
and  it  mull  be  indifferent  to  you,  whether  i  am  at  Laufanne  or  at 
London  during  the  winter,  fince  I  fliall  not  be  at  Beriton.  In 
the  fpring  I  would  crofs  the  Alps,  and  after  feme  flay  in  Italy,  as 
the  war  muft  then  be  terminated,  return  home  through  France; 
to  live  happily  with  you  and  my  dear  mother.     I  am  new  two- 

and< 


Glhhon^s  Mtfcellaneous  JVorhs-.  %t 

and-twenty  ;  a  tour  muft  take  up  a  confiderable  tim&,  and  though 
I  believe  you  have  no  thoughts  of  fettling  me  foon,  (and  I  am  fure 
I  have  not,)  yet  fo  many  things  may  intervene,  that  the  man  who 
<loes  not  travel  early,  runs  a  great  rilk  of  not  travelling  at  all.  ,  But 
this  "part  of  my  fcheme,  as  well  as  the  whole,  I  fubmit  entirely 
to  you,'    Vol.  i.    p.  4.18. 

Even  after  he  was  in  parliament,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Gib- 
bon, his  mother-in  law,  he  acknowledges  his  apprehenfions 
of  fpeaking  in  public. 

'  Whether  the  houfe  of  commons  may  ever  prove  of  bervefit  to 
myfelf  or  country,  is  another  queftion.  As  yet  I  liave  be^n  mute.  In 
the  courfe  of  our  American  affairs,  I  have  fometimes  had  a  wifli  to 
fpeak,  but  though  I  felt  tolerably  prepared  as  to  the  matter,  I  dreaded 
expofing  myfelf  in  the  manner,  and  remained  in  my  feat  fafe,  buf in- 
glorious. Upon  the  whole  (though  I  ftill  believe  I  AkiH  try)  I  doubt 
whether  nature,  not  that  in  fome  inftances  I  am  ungrnteful,  has  piven 
me  the  talents  of  an  orator,  and  I  feel  that  I  eame  into  parliament 
much  too  late  to  exert  them.'     Vol,  i.   p.  491. 

In  another  letter  to  that  lady,  after  the  abolition  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  his  retreat  to  Laufanne,  he  traces  the 
motives  of  his  condu£i  in  quitting  England,  and  compares, 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  elegance  and  fatisfaftion,  his  former 
fituation  with  his  prefent. 

*  I  begin  without  preface  or  apology,  as  if  I  had  received  your 
letter  by  the  lalt  poft.  In  my  own  defence  I  know  not  what  to 
fay;  but  if  I  were  difpofed  to  recriminate,  1  might  obferve  that  you 
yourfelf  are  not  perfectly  free  from  the  fin  of  lazinefs  and  procrafti- 
nation.  I  have  often  wondered  why  we  are  not  fonder  of  letter- 
writing.  We  all  delight  to  talk  of  ourfelveb,  and  it  is  only  in  letters, 
in  writing  to  a  friend,  that  we  can  enjoy  that  convenation,  not  only 
without  reproach  or  interruption,  but  with  the  higheil:  propriety 
and  mutual  fatisfaftion  ;  fwre  that  the  perfon  whom  we  addrefs  feels 
an  equal,  or  at  leaft  a  ftrong  and  lively  intereft  in  the  confideration 
of  the  pleafing  fubje£i.  On  the  fubject  therefore  of  felf,  I  will  en- 
tertain a  friend,  to  whom  none  of  my  thoughts  or  actions,  none  of 
my  pains  or  pleafures,  can  ever  be  indifferent.  When  I  firfi:  che- 
rifhed  the  defign  of  retiring  to  Laufanne,  I  was  much  more  appre- 
henfive  of  wounding  your  tender  att-c'chment,  than  of  offending 
Lord  ShetHeid's  manly  and  vehement  friendfhip.  In  the  abolition 
■of  the  Board  of  Tradr;,  the  motives  for  my  retreat  became  more  u'r- 
.  gent  and  forcible ;  I  wiflied  to  break  loofe,  yet  I  delayed  above  a 
year  before  I  could  take  my  final  refolution  ;  and  the  letter  ui  which 
I  difclofed  it  to  you  cofl  me  one  of  the  moft  painfcl  ftrirggles  of  my 
life.  As  foon  as  I  had  conquered  that  difficulty,  all  meaner  obfiacles 
fell  before  me,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  found  myfelf  at  Laufanne, 
Crit,  Rev.  Vol,  XIX.  Jan.  i^j^i.         '  G         aitoninied 
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aftonlflied  at  my  firmnefs  and  my  fuccefs.    Perhaps  you  ftili  blame 
or  ftiil  lament  the  ftep  which  I  have  taken.     It   on   your  own  ac-    - 
count,  I  can  only-  fympathize  with   your  feelings,  the  recolleftion 
of  which  often  cells  me  a  fioli :  if  on  mine,  let  me  only  ftate  what 
I  have  efcaped  in  England,  and  what  I  have  found  at  Laufimne, 
Recollect  the  tempeits  of  this  winter,  how   many,  anxious  days  I 
ihould  have  paiTed,  how  many  noify,  turbulent,  hot,  unwholcfome 
nitrhtp,  while  my  political  exiftence,  and  that  of  my  friends,  was  at 
flake  ;  vet  thefe  feeble  efforts  would  have  been  unavailing ;   I  fhould 
have  loft  mv  feat  in  parliament,  and  after  the  extraordinary  expence  of 
another  year,  I  muft  ftill  have  purfued  the  road  of  Switzerland,  un- 
lefs  I  had  been  tempted  by  fome  felfifti  patron,  or  by  Lord  S.'s  afpir- 
\wy  fpii'it,  to  incur  a  mofi:  inconvenient  expence  for  a  new  feat;  and 
once  more,  at  the  beginning  of  an  oppofition,  to  engage  in    new 
fcenes  of  bulinefs.     As  to  the  immediate  profpeft  of  any  thing  like 
a  quiet  and  profitable  retreajc,  I  fiiould  not  know  whereto  look;  my 
friends  are  no    longer  in   power.     Wirh  *  *  -^^  *  and   his   party 
I  have  no  connection ;  and  were  he  difpofed  to  favour  a  man  of 
letters,  it  is  difRcult  to  fay  what  he  could  give,  or  what  I  would  ac- 
cept; the  reign  of  ]">enfions  and  finecures  is  at  an  end,  and  a  com- 
miffion  in   the  cxcife  or  cuftoms,  the  fummlt  of  my  hopes,  would 
give  me  income  at  the  expence  of  lelfure  and  liberty.     When  I  re- 
volve thefe  circumftances   in   my   mind,  my  only  regret,  I  repeat 
~  it  attain  and  again,  is,  that  I  did  not  embrace  this  falutary  meafure 
three,  five,  ten  years  ago.     Thus  much  I  thought  it  ntcelTary  to 
fay,  and    fliall  now   difmifs   this  unpleafing  part  of  the    fubjeft. 
For  m.y  fituation  here,  health  is  the  firft  coniideration ;  and  on  that 
head  your  tendernefs   had   conceived   fome  degree  of  anxiety,     i 
know  not  whether  it  has  reached  you  that  I  had  a  nt  of  the  gout 
the  day  after  my  arrival.     The  deed  is  true,  but  the  caufe  was  ac- 
cidental ;  carelefsly  ftepping  down  a  flight  of  flairs,  I  fprained  my 
ancle ;  and  my  ungenerous  enemy  inftantly  took  advantage  of  my 
■weaknefs.  But  fince  my  breaking  that  double  chain,  I  have  enjoyed 
a  winter  of  the  moft  perfect  heahh  that  I  have  perhaps  ever  known, 
without  any  mixture  of  the  little  flying  incommodities  which,  in  my 
beft  days,  have  Ibmetimes  difturbed  the  tranquillity  of  my  Englifli 
life.    You  are  not  ignorant  of  Dr.  Tiflbt's  reputation,  and  his  merit 
is  even  above  his  reputation.  He  affures  me,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
moifture  of  England  and  Holland  is  mofl  pernicious;  the  dry,  pure 
air  of  Switzerland  mofl  favourable  to  a  gouty  conftitution:  that  ex- 
perience juflifies  the  theory  ;  and  that  there  are  fewer  martyrs  of  that 
diforder  in  this,  than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe.  This  winter 
has  every  where  been  mofl  uncommonly  fevere :  and  you  feem  in 
England  to  have  had  your  full  (hare  of  the  general  hardfhip:  but  in 
this  corner,  lurrounded  by  the  Alps,  it  has  rather  been  long  than 
rigoraus;  and  its  duration  flole  away  bur  fpring,  and  left  us  no  in- 
terv|il  between  furs  and  fiJks,    We  now  enjoy  the  genial  influence 
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or"  tiie  climate  and  the  feafon;  and  no  Ibtion  was  evermore  calcula- 
ted to  enjoy  them  than  Deyverdun's   boufe  and  garden,  which  are 
now  become  my  own.  You  will  now  expe(ft  that  the  pen  fliould  de- 
fcribe,  what  the  pencil  would  iinperfeftly  delineate.    A  few  circum«- 
ftances  may,  however,  be  mentioned.    My  library  is  about  the  flime 
fize  with  rhat  in  Bentinck-ftreet,  with  this  difference,  however,  that 
inftead  of  looking  oa  a  paved  court,  twelve  feet  fquare,  I  command 
a  boundlefs  profpecl  of  vale,  mountain,  and  water,  from  my  three 
windows.    Pviy  apartment  is  completed  by  a  fpacious  light  clofct,  or 
ftore-room,  with  a  bed-chamber  and  dre;ling-rooni.    Deyverdun's 
habitation  is  pleafant  and  convenient,  though  lefs  extenfive  :  for  our 
common  ufe  we  hav,e  a  very  handfome  winter  apartment  of  four 
rooms;  and  on  the  ground-floor,  two  cool  faloons  for  the  fummer, 
with  a  fufficiency,  or  rather  fuperfluity,  of  offices,   &c.     A  terrace, 
one  hundred  yards  long,  extends  beyond  the  front  of  the  houfe,  and 
leads  to  a  clofe  impenetrable  fhrubbery  ;  and  from  thence  the  circuit 
of  a  long  and  various  walk  carries  me  round  a  meadow  and  vine- 
yard.   The  intervals  afford  abundant  fupplv  of  fruit,  and  every  fort 
ol  vegetables  ;  and  if  you  add,  that  this  villa  (which  has  been  much 
ornamented  by  my  friend)  touches  the  beft  and  molt  fociable  part  of 
the  town,  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  itw  perfons,  either  princes 
or  philofophers,  enjoy  a  more  defirable  refidence.    Deyverdun,  who 
\ri  proud  of  his  own  works,  often  walks  me  round,  pointino  out, 
with  acknowledgment  and  enthufiafm,  the  biauties  that  change  with 
every  iiep  and  with  every  variation  ol  hght.  I  lliare,  or  at  leaft  1  fym- 
pathize  with  his  pleafure.     He  appears  contented  with  my  pro"^refs, 
and  has  aU'eady  told  feveral  people,  that  he  does  not  defpair  of  makin<x 
me  a  gardener.    Be  that  as  it  may,  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  I  am, 
by  my  own  choice,  infinitely  more  in  motion,  and  m  the  open  air, 
than  I  ever  have  been  formerly;  yet  my  perfed  liberty  and  leifure 
leave  me  many  fludious  hours  ;  and  as  the  circle  of  our  acquaintance 
retire  into  the  country,  I  fiiall  be  much  lefs  engaged  in  companv  and 
diverfion.   I  have  ferioufly  refumed  the  profecuiion  of  my  hiltory  ; 
each  day  and  each  month  adds  fomething  to  the  completion  of  the 
great  work.     The  progrefs  is  Oow,  the  labour  continual,  and  the 
end  remote  ai^d  pncertain ;  yet  every  day  brings  its  amufement,  as 
well  as  labour  J  and  though  I  dare  not  fix  a  term,  even  in  my  own 
fancy,  I  advance,  with  the   pieafiii^  rcHeilion,  that  'he  bufinefs  of 
publication  (Ihould  I  be  detained  hpre  fo  long)  muil:  enforce  my  re- 
turn to  England,  and  reftore  fne  to  the  befi:  of  mothers  and  friends. 
In  the  mean  while,  with  health  and  competence,  a  full  independence 
of  mind  and  aftion,  a  delightful  habitation,  a  true  i:jend,  and  i.iany 
pleafant  acquaintance;  you  will  allow,  that  J  am  rather  an  objedtof 
envy  than  of  pity  ;  and  if  you  vyere  more  coiiverfant  with  the  ufe  of 
the  French  language,  I  would  ferioujly  proppfe  to  you   to  repofe 
yourfelf  with  us  in  this  fine  country.     My  indired't  intelligence  (on 
H'l^ich  I  fomecimes  depend  witii  more  implicit  faith  than  on  the 
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kind  diffimiilation  of  your  friendftip)  gives  nie  reafon  to  hope  that 
the  laft  winter  has  been  more  favourable  to  your  health  than  the 
preceding  one.  Afliir^  me  of  it  yourfelf  honeftly  rnd  truly,  and 
you  will  afford  me  one  of,  the  moit  lively  pleafures.'  Vol.  i. 
F.  633. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution  Mr. 
Gibbon  eariy  forefaw  and  lamented  the  diforders  that  were 
likely  to  enfue. 

•  The  abufes  of  the  court  and  government  [of  France]  called 
aloud  for  reformation  ;  and  it  has  happened,  as  it  will  always  hap- 
pen, that  an  innocent  well-difpcfed  prince  has  paid  the  forfeit  of  the 
fins  of  his  predecefTors  ;  of  the  ambition  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth, 
of  the  profufion  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth.  The  French  nation  had  a 
glorious  opportunity,  but  they  have  abufed,  and  may  lofe  their  ad- 
vantages. If  they  had  been  content  with  a  liberal  tranflation  of  our 
fyftem,  if  they  had  refpefted  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  the 
privileges  of  the  nobles,  tliey  might  have  raifed  a  folid  fabric  on  the 
only  true  foundation,  the  natural  arillocracy  of  a  great  country. 
How  different  is  the  profpeft !  Their  king  brought  a  captive  to 
Paris,  after  his  palace  had  been  ftained  with  the  blood  of  his  guards ; 
the  nobles  in  exile;  the  clergy  plundered  in  a  way  which  ftrikes  at 
the  root  of  all  property;  the  capital  an  independent  republic ;  the 
imion  of  the  provinces  difiblved,  the  flames  of  difcord  kindled  by 
the  worft  of  men  ;  (in  '.hat  light  I  confider  Mirabeau  ;)  and  the 
honefteft  of  the  affemblya  fet  of  wild  vifionaries,  (like  our  Dr. 
Price)  who  eravely  debate,  and  dream  about  the  eftabiifhment  of 
a  pure  and  perfect  democracy  of  five-and-twenty  millions,  the  vir- 
tues of  the  golden  age,  and  the  primitive  rights  and  equality  of 
mankind,  which  would  lead,  in  fair  reafuning,  to  an  equal  partition 
of  lands  and  money.  How  many  years  muft  elapfe  before  France 
can  recover  any  vigour,  or  refume  her  ftation  among  the  powers  of 
Europe !  As  yer,  there  is  no  fymptom  of  a  great  man,  a  Richlieu 
or  a' Cromwell,  arifing,  either  to  reflore  tlie  monarchy,  or  to  lead  the 
commonwealth.  The  weight  of  Paris,  more  deeply  engaged  in  the 
funds  than  all  the  refi:  of  the  kingdom,  will  long  delay  a  bank- 
ruptcy ;  and  if  it  fiiould  happen,  it  will  be,  both  in  the  caufe  and 
the  effeft,  a  meafure  of  weaknefs,  rather  than  of  ftrength.'  Vol.  i. 
P.  208. 

It  was  not  long  before  his  own  retirement  was  menaced 
by  the  approach  of  war  ;  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
French  troops,  whom  he  Itrongiy  depidilures,  excited  no 
trivial  appreheialons, 

*  At  the  time  when  we  imao-ined  that  all  was  fettled,  hv  an 
equal  treaty  between  two  fuch  unequal  powers,  as  the  Geneva 
l^lea  and  the  "Leviathan  France,'  we  were  thuiiderllruck  M'ith  the 
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intelligence  that  the  minifters  of  the  republic  refufed  to  ratify  the 
conditions  ;  and  they  were  indignant,  with  fome  colour  of  reafon,  at 
the  hard  obligation  of  withdrawing  their  troops  to  the  diftance  of 
ten  leagues,  and  of  confequently  leaving  the  Pays  de  Gez  naked, 
and  expofed  to  the  Swifs,  who  had  afiembled  15.000  men  on  the 
frontier,  and  with  whom  they  -had  not  made  any  agreement.  The 
meflenger  who  was  fent  laft  Sunday  from  Geneva  is  not  yet  re- 
turned; and  many  perfons  are  afraid  of  fome  defign  and  danger  in 
this  delay.  Montefquieu  has  acted  with  politenefs,  moderation,  and 
apparent  fincerity ;  but  he  may  refign,  he  may  be  fuperfeded,  his 
place  may  be  occupied  by  an  airage,  by  Servan,  or  Prince  Charles 
of  HefTe,  who  would  afpire  to  imitate  the  predatory  fame  of  Cuftine 
in  Germany.  In  the  mean  while,  the  general  holds  a  wolf  by  the 
ears;  an  officer  who  has  feen  his  troops,  about  18,000  men  (with  a 
tremendous  train  of  artillery)  reprefents  them  as  a  black,  daring,  de- 
fperate  crew  of  buccaneers,  rather  fliocking  than  contemptible  ;  the 
officers  (fcarcely  a  gentleman  among  them),  without  fervants  or 
horfes,  or  baggage,  lying  higgledly  piggledly  on  the  ground  with  the 
common  men,- yet  maintaining  a  rough  kindofdifciphne  over  them. 
They  already  begin  to  accufe  and  even  to  fufpeft  their  general,  and 
call  aloud  for  blood  and  plunder:  could  they  have  an  opportunity  of 
fqueezing  fome  of  the  rich  citizens,  Geneva  would  cut  up  as  fat  as 
mofl  towns  in  Europe.  During  thisfufpenfion  of  hoftilities  they  are 
permitted  to  vifit  the  city  vyithout  arms,  fometimes  three  or  four 
hundred  at  a  time;  and  the  magiflrates,  as  well  as  the  Swifs  com- 
mander, are  by  no  means  pleafed  with  this  dangerous  intercourfe, 
which  they  dare  not  prohibit.  Such  are  our  fears  :  yet  it  fliould  feem 
on  the  other  fide,  that  the  French  affeft  a  kind  of  magnanimous  juf- 
tice  towards  their  little  neighbour,  and  that  they  are  not  ambitious 
of  an  unprofitable  conteft  with  the  poor  and  hardy  Swifs.  The  Swifs 
are  not  equal  to  a  long  and  expenfive  war;  and  as  moft  of  pur 
militia  have  families  and  trades,  the  country  already  fighs  for  their 
return.  Whatever  can  be  yielded,  without  abfoUite  danger  or  dif- 
grace,  will  doubtlefs  be  granted;  and  the  bufinefs  will  probably  end 
in  our  owning  the  fovereignty,  and  trufting  to  the  good  faith  of  the 
republic  of  France :  how  that  word  would  have  founded  four  years 

ago  !'    Vol.  i.  p.  254. 

(To  be  continued.) 


The  Progrefs  of  Defpotijm,   a  Poem.     In  Tivo   Parts.     M'lth 
Notes,     ^to.     5^.     Sevjed.     Griffiths.     1796. 

FICTION,  it  is  commonly  faid,  is  the  favourite  province 
of  poetry  :  and  it  is  true  that  poetry  derives  from  thence 
many  of  her  moft  elegant  ornaments  ;  but  it  is  alfo  true  that 
in  every  age  and  nation,  the  poetry  that  is  read  with  intereft 
mud  be  derived  from  other  fources.     Whatever  is  venerable 
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in  religion,  beautiful  and  lovely  in  moral  conduct:, — whatever 
is  ftriking  in    the   eventful    hiftory  of  mankind, — whatever 
agitates  the  public  mind  with  the  progrefs  of  new  opinions 
or  the  ftiock  of  contending  paihont.,— thefe  are  the  genuine 
fubjedls  of  poetry  ;  and  without  fome  fentiment  calculated  to 
roufe  real  fetling,  this  heavenly  art  would  degenerate  into 
mere  empty  found,   it  cannot  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that, 
when  political  topics  are   canvafled  with  fo  much  cagernefs 
as  they  are  at  prefent,  they  fhould  furnifh  the  fubje<tl  of  a 
didactic  poem^; — with  what  fuccefs,  we  fhall  proceed  to  invefti- 
gate.     The  duthor  having  in  his  Preface  given  his  political 
creed,  namely,  that  of  all  forms  of  government  he  prefers 
our  own   mixt   monarchy  ;  but  that  he  would  rather  prefer 
even  j  opular  lyrannv  to  unqualified  defpotifmn, — and  by  his  addrefs 
to  Mr.  Fox  fliown  the  party  with  which  he  choofes  to  rank, 
— gives  the  following  pitlure  of  tyranny,  which  is  ftriking  and 
well  imagined — 

*  But  while  e'en  now  with  trembling  pen  I  write, 
What  dreadhjl  fpeclre  blafts  my  failing  fight? — 
\       'Tis  Tyranny  !   at  whole  petrific  frown 

Whole  nations  tremble,  and  his  empire  own  ; 

Lo  !  from  the  eaft  with  Titan  flrides  he  tow'rs, 

While  o'er  his  fnoulders  the  black  tempefl  low'rs, 

While  lurid  clouds  his  lofty  head  fiirround, 

And  'neath  his  thund'ring  footfteps  fliakes  the  oround; 

On  his  dfirk  brow  a  bright  tiara  gleams, 

Plays  o'er  his  face  and  flioots  terrific  beams; 

Aloft  a  fceptre  of  command  he  rears, 

His  better  hand  a  glitt'ring  falchion  t)ears. 

And  while  proud  f>omp  fupports  his  gorgeous  train, 

His  purple  robes  conceal  the  clanking  chain ; 

Coercing  powers  his  dreadful  rourle  attend, 

Obferve  his  nod,  and  prompt  obedience  lend, — 

Grim  Force  of  lion-port,  and  with'rintr  Fear, 

And  Death  and  Ruin  flalking  in  the  rear.'     p.  3. 

He  proceeds  to  fhow  the  origin  of  man,  the  progrelTive 
flate  of  human  knowledge  and  inftitutions,  as  contrafted  with 
the  policies  of  the  bee,  the  beaver,  &c.  didated  by  unerring 
inltin£l. 

*  Where  Afric's  groves  ftretch  broad  their  unhewn  arms, 

There  reigns  in  peace,  fecure  from  all  alarms, 

The  tranquil  elephant  fedate  and  fage, 

WHiofe  temp'rate  life  prolong'd  from  age  to  age, 

At  length  by  old  experience  might  acquire 

A  Newton's  fcience,  or  a  Plato's  fire; 

«  But, 
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'  But  here  as  careful  naiuie  ever  wife, 

Lirrits  each  creature  to  its  proper  fize, 

So  has  file  portion'd  out  her  mental  ftore, 

Juft  as  their  wants  require,  but  nothing  more.'     p.  ?.     - 

The  manners  of  hunters  and  fhep!i£rds  are  defcribed,  and 
the  mild  patriarchal  modes  of  government;  the  rife  of  tyran- 
ny from  ambition,  and  its  clofe  alliance  with  fupenlition, 
whence  the  debafement  of  the  human  race.  This  canto  con- 
cludes with  an  eulogium  on  Orpheus,  as  the  firft  legiliiitor  of 
Greece,  and  the  firft  terfcher  of  the  unity  of  God.  We  do 
not  fee  the  propriety  of  this  addrefs  ;  Orpheus  is  fuppofed  to 
have  begun  the  civililation  of  favages,  not  to  have  oppofed 
the  progrefs  of  defpotlfm  ;  and  therefore  his  efforts,  if  ad- 
duced at  all,  fhould  have  referred  to  an  earlier  flate  of  foclcty. 

The  fecond  pait  treats  of  different  forms  of  government, 
to  which,  and  not  to  climate,  the  author  refers  the  chief  dif- 
ferences in  chara£ler.  After  a  ficetch  of  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man eflablifhments,  and  an  account  of  the  origin  of  Helvetic 
liberty,  the  French  revolution  is  defcribed.  That  the  author 
does  not  mean  to  vindicate  ail  its  bloody  tranfa£tions,  the  fol- 
owing  lines  will  evince — 

*  But  chief— tlie  royal  mourner  felt  its  rage, 
A  fad  performer  on  the  tragic  ftage  ! 
Behold  the  queen, — to  emperors  alli'd, 
The  boa  ft  of  France,  and  haughty  Auftria's  pride, — 
Commence  the  re^gn  of  luxury  and  joy, 
Which  no  grave  thoughts  diflurb,  or  cares  annoy; 
While  floatino-  bright  in  pleafure's  wanton  gales- 
She  gilds  with  dazzling  lulfre  proud  Verfiiilles. 
Ah  !   fee  her  now  —  by  fad  reverfe  of  fate, 
The  malefiiftor's  cart— her  coach  of  Hate, 
With  felons  doom'd  to  tafte  the  cup  of  death, 
And  midfi:  a  rabble  vield  her  rofv  breath. 
■  Her  reg.il  robes  are  chang'd,  and  courtly  drefs, 
For  fquailid  weeds  of  lowly  wretchednefs  j 
Her  beauteous  hands — which  late  a  fceptre  grac'd, 
Behind  by  ignoniinious  cords  are  brac'd  ; 
And  her  fair  trefles,  now  by  grief  made  grey. 
Are  fliameful  cropt — to  ruffian  hands  a  prey. 
At  length  arriv'd  at  that  polluted  place, 
Where  all  her  pains,  and  all  her  griefs  muft  ceafe, 
With  looks  compos'd  and  firm  unalter'd  rr.ein, 
She  views  the  terrors  of  the  dread  machine, 
Submits  her  wretched  fate  to  undergo, 
And  waits  indignant  for  the  fatal  blew  j 
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A  moment's  paufe  ere  yet  her  mis'ry  ends  ! — 

^Tis  part  ! — with  mortal  crafh  the  Iteel  defcends, 

Off  flies  the  gafping  head, — the  pang  is  o'er  ! 

And  the  warm  quiv'ring  trunk  ejeds  the  fmoking  gore.' 

p.  4$. 

After  an  eulogium  on  the  American  government  and  its 
late  prefident,  the  poem  concludes  with  an  application  to  our 
own  country,  and  an  apoftrophe  to  Britons,  exhorting  them 
to  guard  their  conrtitution  from  the  rapid  encroachments  of 
arbitrary  power.  Of  the  powers  of  the  author,  the  fpeci- 
mens  above  quoted  may  have  enabled  the  reader  to  judge; 
but  we  muft  add,  that  the  language  is  often  profaic,  and  the 
verfc  feeble  and  negle£l:ed  for  many  pages  together.  Many 
ihftances  might  be  brought  of  faulty  verfification  :  and  we  muft 
here,  as  on  fo  many  other  occafions,  complain  that  the  llm^ 
labor  is  greatly  wanting. 


Jonah^  a  faithful  Tranflation  from  the  Original :  luitb  Philo- 
logical and  Explanatory  Notes.  'To  ivhich  is  prefixed  a 
Preliminary  Difcourfe,  proving  the  Genuinenefs^  the  Authen- 
ticity^ and  the  Integrity  of  the  prefent  Text,  By  George 
Bcfijoinf  of  Jefus  College^  Cambridge.  4to.  I0s,6d.  Boards.. 
Rivingtons.     1796. 

A  MONG  the  extraordinary  occurrences  of  the  prefent 
•^*'  century,  may  be  fet  dov/n  the  eagernefs  with  which  the 
plan  of  Dr.  Kennicott,  for  collating  Hebrew  manufcripts,  was 
adopted  in  various  nations  of  Europe.  From  the  expenfe  of 
that  undertaking,  it  might  naturally  have  been  expedled  that 
fome  go,od  would  refult  to  the  people  at  large,  and  that  fome 
fteps  would  have  been  taken  to  correfl  the  errors  In  the 
prefent  tranflation  of  the  Bible.  A  work,  acknowledged  to 
be  fo  necelTary  by  all  the  learned,  could  not,  oiie  would  think, 
have  been  retarded  from  want  of  zeal,  by  the  rulers  of  the 
church;  and  the  liberal  fubfcriptlons  to  Dr.  Kennicott  pro- 
hibit us  from  Imagining  that  the  expenfe  would  be  an  object 
to  the  Englifli  nation.  Whence  then  arifes  this  fluggifhnefs  ?■ 
We  are  repeatedly  tortured  with  exclamations  on  the  infide- 
lity of  the  age ; — and  yet  the  perfons  who  are  the  moft  ca- 
pable, take  the  Ifaft  pains  to  remove  it.  For  we  will  venture 
to  fay,  that  the  many  errors  in  our  tranflation  give  more 
ftrength  to  the  objedions  of  a  Voltaire  and  a  Paine,  than  all 
their  reafonings  ;  and  by  the  {t-oiy  of  the  Bible  in  the  original, 
the  clergy  of  all  defcriptions  wouM'  do  more  goo4  to-them- 
felves  and  hearers,  than  by  all  their  declamations  againft  he- 
retics and  iBfidels. 

But 
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Bat  perhaps  fome  previous  queflions  are  firftnecefTary — Have 
we  yet  fufficiently  afcertained  the  integrity  of  the  text  to  be 
tranflated  ?  Have  the  labours  of  Dr.  Keunicott  been  attended 
with  the  defired  advantages  ?  Has  he  added  to  our  knowledge? 
Has  he  given  us  the  means  of  fairly  comparinc^  together  the 
merits  oi  difFerent  readings? — or,  on  looking  on  the  notes  at 
the  bottom  of  his  page,  does  it  not  feem  more  than  an  Hercu- 
lean talk  to  wade  through  his  figures  ?  Thefe  are  queflions, 
without  doubt,  to  be  inveftigated  by  tranflators  ;  and,  as  our 
author  maintains  fo  firmly  the  integrity  of  the  Hebrew  text, 
one  queflion  is  brought  eafily  to  an  iffue,  by  the  collation  of 
the  fynagogue  manuicripts.  This  might  be  done  at  a  fmaii 
expenfe:  if  a  deviation  from  them  fhould  be  thought  necef- 
fary,  the  reclifiers  of  the  text  would  doubtlefs  give  their  rea- 
fons  for  every  alteration. 

Our  author  has  laid  down  a  plan  for  the  new  tranflation.  It 
requires  encouragement  on  the  part  of  the  univerfities.  Men 
are  to  be  encouraged  to  ftudy  Hebrew : — and  it  doubtlefs  is  a 
matter  of  triumph  to  the  infidels,  that,  though  the  fcriptures 
are  the  bafis  of  Chriftian  faith,  not  many  of  the  bifliops,  and 
very  few  of  the  clergy,  are  at  all  acquainted  with  the  Hebrew. 
Pudet  hac  opprobriuy  Sec.  The  interpretation  of  an  indecency 
in  Ariftophnnes  may  cover  a  man  with  immortal  honour,  and 
promote  him  to  dignity.  The  Hebrew  ftudent  (we  fpeak  it  from 
knowledge  and  experience)  is  treated  in  one  of  our  univerfities 
with  contempt.  What  can  be  a  greater  refle^lion  upon  a 
man  who  has  time  at  his  com.mand,  than  to  hear,  that,  inilead 
of  delivering  God's  word  to  the  people,  he  was  preaching  to 
them  from  a  falfe  text  ?  What  can  be  a  greater  reflexion  on 
theprefent  times,  than  that  an  excellent  cuflom  of  the  ialt,. 
century  fliould  be  now  confidered  as  pedantry  ?  In  the  fer- 
mons  printed  in  thofe  days,  it  is  common  to  find,  after  the 
text  given  out  of  the  Bibie,  a  better  tranfiation  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  preacher.  This  implied  at  leafl,  that  the 
preacher  then  thought  it  a  duty  to  confult  the  originals;  and 
it  is  a  duty,  without  doubt,  of  the  firft  importance,  that  every 
teacher  fhould  make  his  own  profefuon  his  peculiar  ftudy. 

We  agree  therefore  with  our  author  in  every  thing  he  fays 
on  the  necedity  of  an  application  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  to 
the  Hebrew  language  ;  and  we  are  happy  that  fiie  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  by  the  encouragement  it  gives  to  a  very  learned 
Jew,  aflbrds  its  fcholars  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  firft  part  of  the  fcriptures  in  the  original, 
"^his  very  circumftance  leads  us  to  fliow  a  defeat  in  our 
author's  plan.  He  would  have  his  tranflators  all  members  of 
the  eftablifhed  church,  and  unprejudiced  friends  to  the  ftate  ; 
confequently  a  learned  Jew,  the  very  man  mofl  wanted,  is  ex- 
cluded i 
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eluded  ; — and  we  cannot  fee,  what  opinions,  either  of  cliurcli 
or  flare,  have  to  do  with  an  employment  for  which  the  great 
requifue  is  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  EngUfli  and  Hebrew 
languages. 

Our  author's  remarks  on  bifhop  Lowth,  Dr.  Kennlcott,  and 
others,  are  introduced  with  great  modefty.  He  laments  their 
errors  as  very  hurtful  to  the  caufe  of  religion,  but  bears  am- 
ple teftimony  to  their  abilities  and  integrity.  In  many  parts 
we  (Cannot  agree  with  him,  though  we  do  not  by  any  means 
join  in  the  unbounded  encomiums  on  the  authors  whom  he 
cenfures.  The  Bible  has  been  termed  '  the  fcanty  relics  of 
a  language  formerly  copious.'  Our  author  finds  fault  with 
the  exprethon,  and  brings  forward  a  variety  of  writers  in  that 
language,  independent  of  the  Bible  ;  but  he  does  not  recolledl: 
that  they  are  all  poller ior  to  the  Chriftian  aera,  and  confe- 
<]uently  cannot  be  ranked  with  Hebrew  writers,  any  more  than 
the  latinills  of  the  prefent  days  with  the  claflics  of  the  Au- 
2;uftan  age.  The  Bible  may  be  termed  fcanty  relics  of  a 
language,  fmce,  of  the  voluminous  writings  of  Solomon  alone, 
it  containsonly  an  inconfiderable  portion  ; — and  fcarcely  any  of 
the  works  of  the  wife  men  of  his  age  have  reached  polterity. 

The  remark  on  the  word  Jehovah  is  rabbinical,  and  ftrikes  us 
as  a  conceit — 

'  Firfi:,  nin^  is  not  one  diflinft  word,  but  three'words  united. 
Each  of  thefe  words  is  expreffive  of  a  diftinfr  teufe,  namely,  the 
paft,  the  prefent,  and  the  future.  Thefe  three  tenfes  being  com- 
prifed  in  thefe  letters,  the  eternity  of  God  is  reprefented  to  the 
mind  in  one  view  and  in  the  moll  ftriking  light.  The  following 
analyfis  will,  I  think,  clearly  elucidate  the  above  expofition.  The 
four  letters  as  they  are  before  us,  thus,  mH*  become,  by  the  arbi- 
trnry  power  of  the  third  letter,  the  1  the  third  perfon  iingular  of 
the  future  tenfe,  XV'TV  Yihejeh,  Jliall  or  imll  h^.  The  three  laft 
letters  are  XV\T\  Hoveh,  is. — The  fourth,  fnft,  and  fecond  letter 
make  ^^'^  Hajah,  ivas. 

'  This  1  take  to  be  the  reafon  why  the  Jews  never  pronounce 
thefe  letters  in  the  manner  they  are  written,  and  not  merely  through 

veneration,  as    fome  have  fuppofed,  for  they  do  pronounce  ]V7j^ 

Highefl ;  ^^  God  ;  '>T\'^  Lord;  ♦"Iti^  Almighty, and  many  other 
appellations  that  are  expreffive  of  the  deity.'   p.  19. 

Dr.  Kennicott's  valuable  manufcript  in  the  college  at  Eton 
is  treated  with  deferved  contempt  ;  but,  whether  the  author 
does  not  go  too  far  when  he  fays  all  the  doctor's  copies 
were  as  unfit  to  fnow  the  original  text,  we  leave  to  his  maturer 
judgment  :  at  the  fame  time  we  think  that  he  cannot  be  more 
ufefully  employed  than  in  afcertaining  the  merits  and  deme- 
rits 
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x-its  of  diefe  manufcripts :  and  we  fnall  with  pk^fure  attend  him 
in  an  inveftigation  fo  beneficial  to  the  public. 

The  preliminary  difcourfe  is  concluded  in  the  follotving 
manner — 

-  *  J  will  now  endeavour  to  convince  the  learned  world  that  I 
have  no  llight  reafons  for  aflerting,  that — The  facred  writings  of 
the  old  teftament  have  not  fufFered  either  any  corruption  or  altera- 
tion whatever  fince  the  time  of  Ezra,  the  writer  of  the  law  of 
Mofes  and  the  other  holy  writings,  the  founder  and  prieft  of  the  fe- 
cond  temple,  and  the  firft  father  and  chief  ruler  of  the  great  ailem- 

bly.  of  the  Jews,  the  H^^llJin  HD^^  '^m^-'  p.  26. 

This  is  a  bold  aflertion.     Let  us  hear  our  author  farther— 

'  About  four  hundred  yec;i*s  before  Chrifl,  Ezra  collected  the 
facred  writings  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  and  arranged  them  in  a . 
proper  form.      He  and  an  affembiy  of  very  learned  men,  called 

n/injn  HD^D  *J^3^^  The  great  alTembly  or  fynagogue,  unani- 
moufly  laid  down  and  eftabliflied  unalterable  rules  for  the  preftrva- 
tion  of  the  primitive  purity  and  only  true  reading  of  thcfs  facred 
writings.'      p.  27, 

Where  is  the  authority  for  this  alTertion  ?  Whom  does  our 
author  quote  ?  Mofes  ben  Tvlaimon — Abraham  ben  Dion. 
Unluckily  we  aflc  for  fome  authority  between  the  time  of  Ez- 
ra and  Chrift  ;  and  there  is  a  great  hiatus  from  the  time  of  the 
■deftruclion  of  the  fecond  temple  to  the  eilablilhment  of  the 
points  at  the  conclufion  of  the  Maforah. 

The  rules  laid  down  for  the  copying  of  fynagogue  rolls  are 
now  given  :  but,  from  the  words  of  Maimonides  himfelf,  a  fuf- 
picion  is  excited,  that  the  means  now  fuppofed  fo  efiicacious 
have  not  always  been  ufed. 

*  Maimonides  then  continues — "  I  will  here  write  down  all  the 
fedions  of  the  Pentateuch,  as  they  ought  to  be  written,  that  this 
may  be  an  unerring  guide  to  all  the  rolls  that  may  hereafter  be 
written.  That  which  we  always  can  depend  upon  is,  that  well- 
known  book  which  is  now  preferred  by  the  Jews  in  Egypt,  and 
which  contains  all  the  twenty-four  books.  This  book  was  brought 
•from  Jerufalem  many  years  ago,  for  the  fole  pnrpofe  of  examining 
thereby  every  roll  and  book  of  the  holy  writings.  Every  writer  has 
made  that  book  his  guide. — Ben  Aflier  has  taken  many  years  to 
examine  and  to  invelHo-ate  it  criticallv  :  and,"  continues  Maimo- 
nides,  "  1  have  been  guided  by  it  with  refpeft  to  tv<:x)'  particular 
of  the  roll  which  I  have  written  myfelf."   p.  36. 

Now  what  could  be  the  ufe  of  examining  the  fynagogue 
ToUs  by  the  Jerufalem  book,  if  tlie  rules  were  nof  liable  to  be 
xiegledled  ?  A  confefhon  of  this  liability  is  implied : — confe- 

qucntiy 
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quently  thofe  fynagogues  which  had  not  the  means  of  com- 
paring their  rolls  with  the  Jerufalem  book,  might  err ;  and 
hence  we  may  fairly  prefume  that  a  collation  of  the  fynagogue 
rolls  in  Conftantinople,  Fez,  Jamaica,  Holland,  and  Poland, 
will  difcover  a  tolerable  crop  of  different  readings.  Our  au- 
thor fays  not : — Credat  Jud^us  Jpella  j    Non  ego. 

There  are  fome  good  remarks  on  the  points  : — but  readers 
Ignorant  of  French  may  be  milled  in  the  pronunciation  of  the 
long  a,  when  they  are  told,  that  it  is  like  the  French  a,  or  the 
Englifh  a  in  ardor ^  as  reference  fliould  rather  have  been  made 
to  the  Englilh  a  in  all. 

A  critical  diflertation  on  Jonah  precedes  the  tranflation. 
The  reafons  for  Jonah's  condu(9:  are  tnken  chiefly  from  rabbi- 
nical writers  ;  and  they  deferve  attention.  The  hiftory  is  the 
common  butt  of  ridicule  for  llceptics  and  infidels  ;  and  it  is  our 
fate  to  obferve,  not  unfrequentiy,  the  little  inclination  there  is 
to  defend  it  among  Chriftians :  but  neither  the  lukewarmnefs 
of  Chriftians,  nor  the  jefts  of  unbelievers,  will  lead  us  to 
doubt  a  fa£l  to  which  our  Saviour  has  given  the  fandllon  of 
his  authority.  With  men  who  difbelieve  miracles  altogether, 
it  is  vain  to  argue  on  the  credibility  of  a  particular  miracle; 
and  believers  in  the  power  of  God  can  have  no  more  reafon  to 
doubt  that  a  man  might  come  alive  out  of  a  fifh's  belly, 
than  that  he  might  be  called  to  life  from  the  grave.  The 
fooljfli  jefts  on  the  fize  of  the  fifli,  and  the  nature  of  whales,  ^ 
are  here  out  of  place:  the  icrip.ure  fays  only  a  large  fifh ; 
and  vv'hat  God  ordained  was  without  doubt  beft  fuited  to  his 
purpofe. 

The  book  of  Jonah  does  not  afford  much  fcope  for  a  tranf- 
lator  to  fhow  his  powers.  la  fom.e  places  the  new  is  fuperiot 
to  the  old  verfion  ;  in  others  we  cannot  fee  any  improvement ; 
— and  the  arrangement,  at  the  boctom  of  each  verfe,  of  the 
Englifli  words  according  to  the  original,  can  be  of  little  or 
no  ufe.  The  Hebrew  fchoiar  does  not  want  it, — the  un- 
learned can  make  no  ufe  of  it.  We  will  extract  a  few  places, 
which  the  learned  reader  may  compare  with  the  original,  and 
-pafs  his  criticifm  upon  our  judgment.  ¥.^e  (hall  firft  mark 
fome  of  thofe  paffiges  In  which  the  old  appears  to  us  fu- 
perior  to  the  new  verfion— 


OLD  VERSION. 

NSW   VERSION. 

*  GHA?.    I. 

'  CHAP.  r. 

*  Ker.  2.    Cry  againjt  it. 

'/■^T.  2.  Prophecy  concerning  \\., 

'  Ver.  4.  The  liiip  v/as  like 

'  Fer.  4.  The  fnip  appeared  as 

to  be  broken. 

if  it  had  been  breaking. 

'  Vo-.  7.    For    whofe  caufe 

'  Fer.  7.  Who  has  brought  this 

this  evil  is  upon  us. 

evil  unto  us. 

«  Fer. 


BenJom*s  Jonah. 


may 


9Z 

NEW   VERSION, 

*  Fer.  1 1.  Will  the  fea  be  at 
all  calm  around  us? 

'    CHAP.  ir. 

*  Fer.  3.  From  the  depth  of 
the  ab)  fs. 

'  Fer,  7,  Yet  thou  haft  raif- 
ed  my  life  from  that  depth. 

*  Fer.  II.  The  Lord  dired- 
ed  the  fiQi. 

*  CHAP,  irr. 

'  ?'^er.  6.  He  defcended  from 
his  throne. 

'  Fer.  8.  Let  the  people  fer- 
vently call  unto  Elohim. 

'  Fer.  10.  And  had  it  not 
brought. 

'    CHAP.  IV. 

*  Fer.i.  And  he  was  in  great 
anxiety. 

'  Fer.  2.  While  I  am  yet 
upon  the  earth. 

'  Fer.  3.  Accept  my  foul 
now. 

'  Fei.  5.  Now  Jonah  had 
left  the  city. 

'  Fer.  8.  When  the  fun  flione, 
the  fun  fcorched  the  head.' 

The  meaning  of  the  word  5^*1  p  is  rather  to  cry  than  to 
prophejy  •,  and,  though  in  that  cry,  prophefying  is  implicated, 
a  tranilator  fhould  not  fwerve  farther  from  his  original  than 
neceffary. 

J^^^  does  not  mean  ahyfs.  There  is  a  beauty  in  the 
figure^  v/hich  the  tranflator  lofes  From  the  zvotnb  of  the 
grave  may  fuit  thofe  better  to  whom  the  term  belly  conveys 
too  grofs  a  meaning. 

The  Lord  /pake  to  the  fijh.  Thi?.  is  the  language,  through- 
out, of  fcripture;  and  the  words  ^tt^Il^"^  7t^  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  "l£3'S»V 

He  ayofe  from  the  throne^  is  the  literal  meaning,  and  gives 
alfo  a  true  pi£ture  confident  with  eaftern  manners. 

Though  M^e  have  not  the  term,  Ju}i  bcat^  in  common  ufe, 
y^ijjiroke  ofthejun-^  is  a  very  common  exprefllon. 

We 
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*  Fer.  II.  That  the  fea 
be  calm  unto  us, 

'    CHAP.  II. 

<  Fer.  3.  Out  of  the  bellv  of 
hell. 

'  Fer.  7.  Yet  haft  thou 
brought  up  my  life  from  cor- 
ruption. 

*  Fer.  II.  The  Lord  fpake 
unto  the  fifti, 

'    CHAP,    III, 

*  Fei-.  6.  He  arofe  fi'om  his 
throne. 

'  Fer.  8.  And  cry  mightily 
unto  God. 

'  Fer.  10.   And  he  did  it  not. 


*    CHAP   I   V. 

*  Fer,  I.  And  he  was  very 
angry. 

'  Fer.  2.  When  I  was  yet  in 
my  country. 

'  Fer.  3.  Take  my  life  from 
me. 

'  Fer.  5.  So  Jonah  went  out 
of  the  city. 

'  Fer'.^.  When  the  fun  did 
arife,  the  fun  beat  upon  the  head.' 
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We  will  now  give  fome  inftaiices  in  which  the  neW" appears 
preferable  to  the  old  verfion — 


thereof. 

*  Fer.  6. 
O  fleeper? 

*  Fa-.'^ 


OLD  VERSION. 
*  CHAP,   I. 

.3.  So  he  paid  the  fare 


'  Fer 


NEW   V-ERSION. 
*  CHAP.   I, 

.3.  So  he  hired  it. 


What  meaneft  thou, 
What  is  thine  oc- 


'  Fa- 
fleeping  ! 


6. 


cupatioa  < 

'  Fer.  ID.    Why   haft   thou 
done  this  ?. 

*  Far*  24.  For  thou,  O  Lord, 
haft  done  as  it  pleafed  thee. 

'  CHAP.    H. 

*  Fer.  5.    Then  I  faid,  I  am. 

'  Fer,  7.  The  earth  with  her 
bars  was  abovit  me  for  ever. 

*  Fer.  6.    The    weeds   were 
wrapped  about  my  head,' 


IS. 


What   ails   thee  ? 
'   Fer.  8.  What  thine  errand 
What !  haft  thou 


'  Fer.  ic. 
done  this  ? 

'  Fer.iii^,  Thou  art  Jehovah; 
fince  it  is  thy  will  thou  doeft  it, 

*    CHAP.   II. 

'  Fer.  5.  Although  I  thought 
I  was. 

'  f^^er.  7.  While  the  earth 
continually  fled  from  me. 

'  P'er.  6.  Defiruftion  hover- 
ing over  my  head. ' 


We  have  already  remarked  that  our  author's  obfervation  on 
the  word  Jehovah  did  not  meet  our  ideas ;  and  colifequently 
the  ufe  oi  the  word  Lord  for  Jehovah  in  a  new  tranflation 
muft,  in  our  opinion,  be  improper.  Thus,  in  c.  i,  v.  14, 
the  oppofition  between  Elohlm  and  yehovah  is  ftriking,  and 
fhould  have  been  preferved.  Again^  in  c.  I.  v.  6.  our  tranf- 
ktion  properly  has  that  God  for  D'7t»fn.  Our  author  de- 
ftroys  the  beauty  of  the  palTage  by  faying  the  Lordy  as  if  the 
feamen  conceived  as  yet  any  thing  different  in  Jonah's  God 
from  their  own.  They  had  been  all  trying  their  refpe6tivc 
favourite  gods  without  fuccefs,  and,  according  to  their  fuper- 
illtion,  now  called  upon  Jonah  to  make  his  petitions  to  his 
favourite  god. 

In  c.  3,  v.  8,  the  word  Elohlm  is  very  improperly  ufed. 
The  order  was  for  the  people  to  cry  unto  God.  By  the  name 
Jehovah  he  was  not  known  j — he  was  the  God  of  Jonah,  the 
Gocl  of  the  univerfe. 

From  the  author's  note  on  the  flrft  u'ord  ^H^lj  we  do  not 
apprehend  that  he  fees  the  whole  force  of  the  *].  Whence  is 
it  derived  ?  Evidently  not  from  |1. 

The  limits  of  our  Review  do  not  permit  ustopurfue  farther 
our  critiiilms.  As  the  author  13  not  an  Englirnman,  we  fay 
nothing  of  the  frequent  inaccuracies,  derived  from  the  want 
of  a  perfect  knowledge  of  our  idiom,  which  occur  both  in  the 

',  *  tranflation 


Monthly    Catalogue.  9^" 

tranflation  and  the  difcourfes;  but  as  v/e  are  in  hopes  that  he 
will  purfue  his  pl.ri,  we  recommend  to  him  to  fubmit  his  pa- 
pers, merely  for  Englifh  corre£tion,  to  fome  of  his  brother 
fcholars  in  the  univerfity.  We  want  a  tranflation  founded 
on  Jewifli  authoriti'  s.  They  have  been  too  much  defpifed, — 
and  unwarrantable  liberties  have  been  taken  in  the  field  of 
conjed:ure.  Perhaps  our  author  would  be  ufefully  employed 
at  the  fame  time  in  tranllating  into  Englifli  the  works  of  fome 
of  thofejcwifli  writers  whom  he  holds  in  thejiighcft  efteefn. 
Much  of  the  beauty  of  the  fcriptures  is  loft  by  palling  through 
the  Greek  and  Latin  idioms  -,  and  it  is  to  be  M'iflied,  that 
we  had  at  lead  one  tranflation  made  by  a  perfon  entirely  un- 
acquainted v/ith  thefe  languages,  and  the  licentioufnefs  of 
conjetl:ura!  criricifm.  With  all  the  imperfections  of  the  work 
before  us,  the  author  does  greater  honour  to  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  and  has  employed  himfelf  more  ufefully  for  the 
public,  than  if  the  labour  of  his  midnight  hours  had  been  re- 
warded with  the  rank  of  fenior  wrangler. 
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POLITICAL. 

Remarks  on  Mr.  Burke's  Tivo  Letters  on  the  Propofnls  for  Peace  ivith 
the  Regicide  Direflory  of  France,  By  S.  F.  Waddington^  Efq. 
2,vo.     is,     Johnfon.      i/Q^* 

T  has  not  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  this  writer  that  the  time  of 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Burke's  Letters  is  to  be  placed  '  amono 
the  moft  extraordinary  occurrences  which  have  checquered  our  po- 
litical \VorId.' 


I 


*  To  brand  the  directory  of  France  with  the  ftigmatifino  epithet 
of  "  Regicide,"  and  to  pronounce  that  directory  unworthy,  and 
indeed  incapable  of  being  treated  with,  at  the  very  moment  in 
which  it  was  fo  unequivocally  declared  by  the  king  and  miniftry 
capable  of  negotiation,  muft  furely  be  ftrongiv  indicative  of  that 
manly  and  dignified  honefty  of  mind  which  could  be  htde  expect- 
ed from  a  penfioner,  nurfed  and  cherifned  by  the  very  perfons 
whom  he  oppofed,  and  the  moft  fignal  and  pointed  reprobation  of 
their  meafures  ;  or  of  a  uibtle  and  diabolical  piece  of  art,  in 
counteracting  their  oflenfble  defigns,  fo  folemnly  manifeiled,  of 
cftablifliinga  peace  with  France,  by  fupporting  and  furthcrine  their 
fecret  intentions  (if  fiich  fecret  intentions  can  be  fuppofcd  to  cxilt) 
<)f  prolonging  a  war,  the  odium  of  which,  by  fuch  unparalleled 
duplicity,  they  would  again  feck  to  throw  on  the  republic  of 
France.'     f.  4. 

Thii 
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This  pamphlet  is  properly  entitled  Remarks^  being  not  a' regular 
attack  on  tiie  whole,  but  an  occafional  refutation  of  feme  of  the 
pofitions  advanced  by  iVIr.  Burke,  refpecting  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs,  which  that  gentleman  is  jealous  of, •— the  caiifes  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  particularly  the  trial  by  jury  ;  Mr.  Waddington 
contends  that  w^hen  do<ftrines.  like  thefe,  reflecting  fo  grofsly  on  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  fubje6t  are  thus  openly,  in  the  face  of 
day,  avowed  by  fuch  men  as  Mr.  Burke,  it  is  time  for  the  fubje^ft 
to  be  jealous  of  his  rights,  and  incumbent  on  every  Englifenian  to 
afiert  the  independence  of  a  Britilh  jury.  There  are  a  itw  other 
paiTages  from  Mr.  Burke  touched  upon,  but  rather  flightly.  The 
whole,  however,  evinces  ability,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  true  inter- 
efis  of  this  country. 

Jl  Reply  to  Mr.  Barkers  Two  Letters  on  the  Pripofols  for  Peace  lo'itk 
the   Regicide  Direclory  of  Fiance.      By  Willimn  Williams.^  Au- 
.    ihor  of  Rights  of  the  People.      Si'o.      is.   6d.      Jordan.      1796. 

Mr.  Burke  fees  nothing  but  what  is  wrong  in  the  French  repub- 
lic ;  Mr.  Williams  fees  nothing  but  what  is  right.  '  The  enlarged 
views,  the  vaft  comprehenfions,  the  indefatigable  endeavours  of  the 
directory,  will  foon  expand  the  acorn  into  an  oak  ;  unblighted  by 
taxes  and  monopohes,  it  will  fpread  its  enormous  arms,  and  over- 
fiiadow  the  two  hemifpheres.'  In  almoft  every  page  we  have  fpe- 
cimens  of  this  aukward  imitation  of  Mr.  Burke's  imagery.  Bank- 
ing houfes  are  '  volcanoes,  dlfcmboguing  unfubrtantial  paper  lava, 
which  has  deluged  the  whole  land,  and  which  coiifumes  our  Hef- 
perian  orchards  of  gold  and  filver  fruit.'  In  another  place -jWe  have 
*  the  people  ilarving,  xhtfpecie  in  a  coffumptiou^  and  the  taxerm  a 
dropfyj — 'The  two  million  avto??iatons  are  rifing  into  life;  and 
ere  the  vital  fpark  is  well  breathed  into  their  noftrils,  difcover  that 
men  have  rights,  and  that  the  French  have  merely  exercifed  them  ; 
and  that  their  own  anceftors  formerly  exercifed  theirs,  in  part,  or 
the  houfe  of  Hanover  would  have  been  yet  meiued  up  in  its  elefto- 
rate,  highnefs  unfprouted  into  majefty.'  V/rlters  who  frequently  re- 
cur to  fuch  metaphors  as  thefe,  complain  with  a  very  bad  grace  of 
Mr.  Burke's  '  fublime  flights.' 

In  criticifing  iMr.  Burke's  Tvvo  Letters,  Mr.  Williams  follows 
him  ftep  by  ftep,  pointing  out  his  inconfiftencies,  repelling  the  ob- 
jeftions  he  makes  to  a  peace  with  France,  and  defending  conftitu- 
tional  liberty  againft  the  fophifms  he  advances  refpe6ling  the  trial 
by  jury,  &c.  All  this,  fetting  afide  the  perpetual  recurrence  of  an 
inflated  Ilyle,  and  a  ludicrous  mixture  of  folemn  and  familiar  meta- 
phor, is  executed  with  candour,  and  evidently  from  a  due  confider- 
ation  of  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft.  The  following  remark 
ought  to  have  fome  weight.  After  obferving  that  the  greater  part  of 
Mr.  Burke's  political  writings  carry  their  antidote  along  with  them, 
he  contends,  that,  in  the  prefent  pamphlet,  'the  glowing  pidure 
he  has  drawn  of  the  falfehoodj  treachery,  corruption,  incgnfiften- 
6  cy, 
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cy,  avarice,  imbecillity,  flupidity,  and  cowardice  of  all  the  courts 
of  Europe,  and  of  the  Englifli  cabinet  in  particular,  cannot  fail  to 
multiply,  and  that  greatly,  the  votaries  of  jacobinifm.  When  the 
popular  writers  loaded  them  with  but  part  of  this  guilty  mountain, 
a  cry  of  falfehood  and  mifreprKfentaiion  was  immediately  railed; 
and  profecution  and  perfecution  employed  for  the  deftruftion  of 
fuch  immeafiirable  liars.  But  who  will  contradift  Mr.  Burke  ? 
What  fccptic  will  dilbelieve  him  ?  His  accufations  are  armed 
with  fcriptural  authority,  and  not  even  Mr.  Wyndham's  metaphy- 
lics  can  quibble  them  away.' 

Another  Corufcation  of  the  Meteor  Burke,  The  Retort  Politic  oft 
Majler  Burke ;  or^  a  few  Words  en  paffant  :  occafioned  by  lis 
Two  Letters  on  a  Regicide  Peace.  From  a  Tyro  of  his  own 
School,  but  of  avother  Clefs.  With  Remarks  on  that  Rt.  Hon. 
Author's  Condemnation  of  the  Plan  of  War  hitherto  adopted, 
^vo.     is.  6d.     Jordan.      1796. 

This  pamphlet  is   written  with  confidernble  ability,  but   would 
not  have  been  lefs  welcome  to  the  friends  of  candour  and  good 
talle,  had  the  author  confined  himfeif  to  a  fober  difcuffion  of  Mr. 
Burke's  opinions,  inftead  of  giving  loofe  fo  frequently  to  attempts 
at  wit,  which  are  unfuccefsful,  and  to  a  perfonal  cenfure  which  is 
often  vulgar  and  unmanly.    When  he  quits  this. track,  we  find  hint 
well-informed  and  acute  in  his  reafoning.     The  topics  piincipnlly 
infilled  on,  are  the  war  ad  intcrnecionem,  and  the  conduft  of  our 
ininiftry  in  the  internal  government  cf  this  kingdom,  Mr.  Burke's 
attack  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  and  the  trial  by  jury,  and  his 
condemnation  of  the  war  in  the  Weft  Indies.     What  he  advances 
on  thefe  fubjefts  accords  with  the  opinions  of  all  who  have  been 
literary  opponents  to  the.prefent  men  and  meafures,  and  confe- 
quently  is  not  fo  inviting  from  its   novelty,  as  for  the   new  drefs 
it    appears    in,    and    the  propriety    of    combating  Mr.    Burke's 
finguiar  and   eccentric   aflerlions,    by   opinions  which  have  been 
\iniformly   confiftent   with  themfelvcs  and  with   experience.     He 
I  concludes,  that  it  is  painful  and  deplorable  to  obferve  an  old  man, 
who  is  continually  talking  of  his  approximation  to  the  grave,  de- 
lirous  to  leave  behind  him  a  legacy  of  never-ending  warfare  :  and 
he  compares  Mr.  Burke  to  an  ancient  monfter,  invoking  the  god 
of  havoc  and  revenge  to  change  his  grey    hairs,  as  thofe  of  Me- 
dufa,  into  hilling  fu^kes,  that  horror  may  abound  !  and  to  convert 
his  deciduous  teeth,  like  thofe  of  Cadmus's  dragon,  into  armies  cf 
foldiers  for  the  defl:ru6tion  of  each  other.      Such  wild  comparifons 
we  diflike,  and  diflike  them  becaufe  the  author  does  not  come  ho- 
nellly  by  them.     They  are  but  faint  attempts  to  equal  the  extrava- 
gance of  Mr.  Burke  in  his  defcription  of  the   French  directory  re- 
ceiving an  Englilh  ambalTador,  and  other  paUiiges.     Nor  is  it  fair 
to  argue,  as  our  author  docs  at  confiderable  length  at  the  beguining 
of  his  Retort,  that  Mr.  Burke  is  mad  ;  fince  the  attempt  to  anfwer 
Or  confute  a  madman  is  itfelf  an  ad  of  madnefs. 

Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XIX,  J.j;?.  1797.  H        '      Thoughts 
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Thoughts  on  a  Pence  loith  France  ;  ivith  fame  Ohftrvationt  on  M^i 
Burke's  Two  Letters^  on  Propofals  for  Peace  ivith  the  Regicide 
Diredory,     Svo.      is.  6J.     Debrett.      1796. 

This  author  is  of  opinion,  that,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,- 
Mr.  Burke's  letters  arc  entitled  to  much  atterttion  from  the  variety 
of  refle(ftion3  they  fuggeft,  and  the  influence  they  are  calculated  tO 
produce  upon  the  public  mind,  notwithflanding  the  extravagant 
title  they  bear,  and  the  implacable  fentiments  they  breathe.  He 
enters,  therefore,  into  an  examination  of  thofe  pofitions  which  are 
nioft  general,  and  moft  likely  to  be  adopted  by  the  admirers  of 
Mr.  Burke's  talents.  The  firft  which  he  confiders,  and  which 
llrikes  him  with  aftonifliment  2nd  regret,  is  conveyed  by  Mr.  Burke 
in  the  following  woi-dc  : — '  that  neither  the  time  chofcn,  nor  the 
manner  of  fohciting  a  negoeiation  have  been  properly  confidered, 
even  though  I  (fays  he)  had  allowed,  that  with  the  horde  of  regi- 
cides we  could,  by  any  fcleftion  of  time,  or  ufe  of  means,  obtain 
any  thing  dei'erving  the  name  of  peace.'  ^-.Our  author  confiders  the 
latter  part  of  this  fentence  firft,  and  deduces,  fairly  enough,  that 
Mr.  Burke's  objecft  is  to  carry  on  the  v/ar  '  till  theexifting  govern- 
inent  of  one  or  both  countries  is  fundamentally  changed,  an  avow- 
al of  determined  hoflility  which  we  have  feldom  heard  of  even  in 
barbarous  times:'  and,  putting  the  matter  in  another  light,  he  accufes 
Mr.  Burke  of  a  violation  of  one  oi  his  own  principles,  in  appeal- 
in?  from  the  governors  to  the  governed. 

With  regard  to  the  former  claufe  of  the  propofition,  namely^ 
*  the  time  chofen  and  the  manner  of  foliciting  a  negociation,'  as  this,- 
bethinks,  muft  depend  on  a  reviev/  of  the  events  of  the  war,  the  nature 
of  our  alHances,  the  fituation  of  the  country,  its  probable  refources, 
and  laftly,  the  general  fenfe  and  wiOies  of  the  nation,  — he  enters 
into  a  confideratiort  of  thcfe  topics  at  fome  length,  and  fees  nothing 
that  ouoht  to  prevent  our  enterincr  into  an  immediate  treaty  to  re- 
ftore  peace.  From  this  he  palfcs  to  Mr.  Burke's  apprehenfioni* 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  France,  after  a  peace  is  made,  and  main- 
tains that  to  confider  any  particular  form  of  government,  which 
has  been  eftablifned  by  the  will  of  the  people  who  compofe  the 
ftate,  as  neceffarily  hoftile  and  repugnant  to  the  exillence  of  ano- 
ther fbate,  and  therefore  as  a  nuifance  abateable,  is  fuch  a  mon- 
ftrous  and  unreafonable  aflumption  as  will  vitiate  all  the  reafoning 
built  upon  it,  however  inconteftably  the  conclufion  would  follow 
from  the  premifes  ^aid  down.  This  opinion  he  defends  with  great 
ability,  and  dlfmiiSng  the  fears  wlrich  opprefs  Mr.  Burke's  imagi- 
nation, he  conceives  of  France  after  a  peace,  what  is  far  more  natu- 
ral, tha'  the  induftry  and  a<5livity  of  her  inhabitants  will  be  direcfled 
lo  the  re-eftablifliment  of  her  commerce,  and  the  reftoration  of  h^? 
manufactures,  in  order  to  fupport  the  finking  credit  of  her  funds, 
and  that  thefe  will  be  fufficient  of  themfelves  to  engrof>  ali-  he? 
care,  and  to  fix  and  coneerttrate  her  attention. 

Of  the  prefent  go\ernn-!Gtit  of  Frnnccj  Mr,  JBui'ke  fay;?,'  '' ft  i; 

n9t 


Monthly    Catalogs  Ei  99' 

k'ot  an  old  ftrufture  which  vou  have  found  as  it  is,"  and  are  not  to 
^ifpute  of  the  original  end  and  defign  with  which  it  had  been  fo 
fafliioned :  it  is  a  recent  wrong,  and  can  plead   no  prefcripiion.' 
Our  author,  in  anfvver  to  this,  very  pertinently  afks,  what,   in  all 
revolutions  that  have  ever  taken  place,  is  the  boundary  line  which 
Mr,  Burke  would  wifh  to  ellablifli  between  the  ufurpatioh  which 
creates  the  new  government,  and  the  pofTelTion  which  legitimates 
the  ufurpation  ?   \Vhat  ftatute  of  limitation  would  he  fet  up  to  pro= 
te£t  fuch  a  title? — Another  error  of  Mr.  Burke,  which  he  ho  lefs 
juftly  cenfures,  is  his  charging  all  the  crimes  and   enormities  of 
individuals,  or  particular  bodies  of  men,  ^X'ho  have  taken  any  part 
in  the  revolution,  on  the  mafs  and  body  of  the  nation  now  confoi 
lidated   into  one   lenublic.     In  all  forms  of  government;  whether 
monarchical  or  republican,  the  chang-e  produced,  or  the  ufurpation 
effededj  is,  politically  fpeakihg,  in  a  great  meafure  legalifed,  if  it  is 
flamped  with  the  confentand  approbation  of  the  people.  The  offence 
is  buried  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafure.  This  opinion,  however,  our 
author  ought  to  have  qualified.      It  is  the   recmtnefs  of  the  events 
tvhich   brought  about  the  French  revoliition,  that  fills  Mf.  Burke's 
mind.       He  confiders  the  prefent  race  as  men  who  glory  in  the 
itieans  as  well  as  the  end.     Hereafter,  and  perhaps  in  a  few  y^ars, 
this  will  be  no  queftion.    We  do  not  now  difpute  about  the  crimes 
of  the  Norman  conquef^i     We  care  not  now  whether  William  L 
was   elected   by  the  voice  of  the  people,  or  whether  he  owed   his 
crown  to  the  battle  of  Haftinfs.     INIr,  Burke  has  rather  an  odd 
memory  in   fuch  matters.     He   forgets  every  thing  that  does  hot 
make  for  his  own  opinion  : — alas  !  he  has  forgot  ail  his  paft  life  ex- 
cepting the  laft  five  years.     Our  author  concludes  one  of  the  beff- 
written   pamphlets  on  the  fubjeft,  with  fome  excellent  remarks  on 
■  the  condu(5f  which  our  government  ought  to  purfue,  that  peace  may- 
be followed  by  unanimity  and  happinefs  at  home,  whatever  be  the 
fate  of  France^ 

Thoughts  on  the  prefent  Negotiation.  %vo.   li.  Jordan.    1796; 

This  author  commences  with  a  pofition  which  we  think  jufl,' 
although  the  authors  of  the  war  are  defirous  to  ftirink  fronv  it,— ' 
namely,  that  if  this  v^ar.was  undertaken  in  defence  oi  focidy^  for 
the  good  of  human  ^nature,  and  to  defend  the  caiife  of  God  and 
man  againfl  univerfal  anarchy,  ruin,  and  confuflon,  we  cannot  ht 
warranted  in  concluding  it,  without  avowing  that  Our  principles 
were  unfounded,  or  our  profeffions  v.-ere  infincere.  Thdniniffcr, 
lie  is  of  opinion,  either  adopted  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Burke  and 
fearl  Fitzwilliam,  or  (by  fecfning  to  adopt  them)  was  mean  enough 
to  avail  himfclf  of  their  fupport ;  and  in  order  I'o  prove  that  we 
have  not  achieved  the  entire  deftruclion  of  jacob'nifm,  and  that 
we  have  not  brought  our  undertakings  to  a  happy  cohciufion,  v.'e 
have  only  to  read  the  brilliant  pages  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  the  protcf^ 
of  lord  Fitzwilliam.  This  argument  he  places  in  a  variety  of  f^rik- 
i^g  lights  J  and  however  di.flrerent  in  his  principles  from  Mr.  Burke," 
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he  borrows  from  that  gentleman  largely  in  fupport  of  his  cenfure  of 
the  inconfiftency  of  the  minifter.  '  If,'  ex.  gr.  '  the  dignity  of  this 
nation  would  have  been  facrificed  by  treating  with  Chauvelin  to 
prevent  a  war,  it  will  furely  not  be  preferved  by  fueing  for  peace 
to  La  Croix.' 

Frefuming,  therefore,  that  the  objeft  of  the  war  has  not  been 
nttained.  he  endeavouri  to  prove  that  if  it  be  not  acknowledged  to 
be  nnjufl:  in  its  principle, — if  it  be  not  avowedly  abandoned, — 
nothing  can  juftify  our  negotiating  for  peace  at  this  moment  :  it  is  in 
faft  declaring  that  our  calamities  are  the  real  motives  for  peace, 
that  we  are  linking  under  our  adverfities,  that  we  are  beaten,  that 
we  flirink  from  the  prefTure  of  our  calamities,  and  do  not  re- 
nounce the  miitaken  policy  which  produced  them.  He  contends 
with  equal  warmth  againfi:  continuing  the  war,  when  we  had  op- 
portunities by  our  fuccefies  (if  minifiers  may  be  believed)  to  have 
terminated  it  before  the  country  was  drained  of  its  refources,  and 
when  indemnity  might  not  have  been  impracticable. 

Remarij  preparatory  to   the   Ijfue   of  Lord  Malrjujhury^s  Mijjion  to 
Paris.     Sw.     bd.     R.  White.      1796. 

This  author  fuppnfes  it  poffible  that  the  French  may  demand  a 
reduction    of  our  navy,  and   may   hereafter  endeavour  to  abridge 
our  commerce  by  depriving  us  of  our  principal  markets.   PofTefTed, 
as  France  now  is,  of  the  ports  of  Holland,   Flanders,  Spain,   (per- 
haps Portugal)  and  part  of  Italy,  fhe  may  endeavour  to  retain  her 
influence  over  all  thefe,  in  order  to  exclude  Great  Britain  from  the 
markets  of  Europe.     His  chief  fear  is,  however,  for  our  navy,  to 
which  po\\er  be  afcribes  the  high  afcendency  of  Great  Britain  over 
other  nations.   But  the  prefent  war  alone  ought  to  have  checked 
him  from  penning  the  following  ebullition  of  national  vanity: — 'If 
we  fuppofe  this  naval  ftrcngth  reduced,  Great  Britain  falls  back  at 
once  to  the  puny  dimenfions  of  her  ifland  ;  her  political  exiftence 
becomes  inftantly  pared  down  to  the  circumference  of  her  foil  :   her 
pre-eminence  finks  ;  and   the  whole  of  Europe  becomes  reduced 
Tinder  the  grai'p  of  the  continental  power,  who  fliould  thus  fuper- 
add   to  her  territorial  confequence  that  extent  of  naval  domain,  by 
the  pofleffion   of  which  we   are  now  able  to  keep   chriftendom  in 
equipoife,  and  to  preferve  to  every  ftate  its  rights.'     How,  may  we 
a(k,  have  "we  preferved  the  equipoife  of  chriftendom.'  and  of  what 
Jftate  have  we  preferved  the  rights  ?  Have  we  preferved  Flanders, 
HolIaiKl,  or  Italy  .''  or  have  we  faved  Poland  from  the  gripe  of  the 
infatiate  Catharine.'  Why,  in  adjufting  the  importance  of  our  navy, 
afcribe  to  it  what  it  cannot  perform  } 

Fraughr,  however,  with  theyK/>;>o/fj- of  his  own  imagination,  he 
cautions  his  readers  againfl:  anticipating  the  very  doubtful  alternative 
of  peace.  '  Let  ns,'  he  adds,  '  wholly  turn  our  thoughts  away  from 
the  view  of  peace,  and  fuppofe  the  interval  cf  negociation  to  be 
no  other  than  a  paufe  before  the  final  appeal  to  arms.'  In  a 
1  word  J 
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word,  let  lis  revive  the  fyftcm  of  alarm  with  aU  the  baneful  confe- 
quences  it  has  pj'oduced,  and  fupport  the  minifter  in  continuing  the 
war. 

Shitch  of  the  prefent  State  of  the  Jinny  ;  ivitk  Rejlc^lons  on  the 
Mode  of  Recruitings  reviving  the  Miliiary  Spirit,  and  on  the 
general  Encouragement  of  the  Offi-cer  and  Soldier,  ^vo.  is,  6d. 
Owen.     1 7g6. 

This  wcU-written  and  argumentative  pamphlet  expofes  thedefe<^s 
of  our  military  fyftem,  and  accounts  for  the  degradation  which  isat- 
tached  to  the  condition  of  the  common  foldier.  This  degradation  is 
ftated  to  proceed  from  the  want  of  due  encouragement  to  the  chear- 
fiil  performance  of  his  duties,  by  the  prolpecl  of  rifing  from  the 
ranks,  and  the  broken  fpirit  produced  by  the  Ihocking  and  often 
petulant  inflidions  of  army  punifliment.  Many  other  abufes  are 
pointed  out,  which  at  any  time  would  be  worthy  cf  corre6tion, 
but  which  the  author,  as  a  friend  to  the  government,  juiicioufly 
conceives,  now  call  with  a  political  urgency  ior  redrefs. 

Thoughts  on  the  Defence  of  thefe  Kingdoms.     In   Tivo  Parts.      Zvo. 
is.  bd.     Faulder.      1796. 

At  the  prefent  critical  period,  when  the  profpeft  of  peace  hasvanifli- 
ed,  and  a  part  of  thefe  realms  (Ireland)  has  been  more  than  threat- 
ened with  invafion,  the  moft  eligible  means  of  defence  for  Great  Bri- 
tain become  au  object  of  ferions  concern.  The  obfervations  of  this 
writer  on  the  fubjecl  are  fuch  as,  in  point  of  praftical  utility,  would 
no  doubt  recompenfe  any  attention  they  might  experience  from  the 
government  of  the  country  ;  his  hints  for  the  imp.'-ovement  of  the 
militia  and  the  {landing  army  are  pregnant  with  fagacity  and  hu- 
manity ;  and  his  ftridures  on  the  conftitution  and  proceedings  of 
regimental  and  general  courts  martial,  particularly  deferve  the  no- 
tice of  thofe  who  have  ftations  of  rank  and  influence  in  our  mili- 
tary department. 

A  Letter  to  the  People  of  the  United  States  of  America,  from    Ge- 
neral Wajhington,   07i  his  Ref gnat  ion  of  the  Office  of  Pi  if.dent   of 
the  United  States.      8w,      is.      Debrett,      1796. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  public  have  already  formed  their 
opinion  refpecling  the  contents  of  this  letter. — While  the  love  of  li- 
berty exillb  among  mankind,  the  name  of  Walhington  will  be  il- 
luftrious: — his  courage  and  prudence  facilitated  the  independence  of 
America,  and  his  political  wifdom  has  aufpicioufly  j)refided  over 
the  councils  of  the  infant  republic. 

To  the  fentiments  and  advice  of  this  great  man,  it  is  impoffible 
that  his  countrymen  can  be  inattentive.  About  to  retire  from  a  fi- 
tuation,  the  high  and  important  duties  of  which  he  has  dilcharged 
with  fuch  honourable  celebrity,  iii  this  eloquent  and  penetrating  ad» 
drefs  he  takes  an  affeding  and  inflruftive  farewei  of  public  life. 
They  who  admire  the  noble  effufions  of  freedom,  tempered  wiih  a 
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wife  and  virtuous  moderation,  will  experience  a  pleafurein  perufing 
this  new  teftimony  of  the  worth  and  talents  of  general  Wafliing- 
ton,  which  we  are  not  inchned  to  anticipate  by  any  extract. 

Letter  io  a  retired  Officer^  on  the  Opinions  and   Sentence  of  a  Gene- 
ral Court  Martial,   held  at  the  Horfe  Guards,  on  Friday,  Novem' 
her    27,    1795,   (i^d  on  many  Juhjiquent   Days,  for    the    Trial  of 
Col.    John   Fevton    Caiothorne,  of  the    Weftminfier    Regiment    of 
Middlefex  Militia,     ^to.     2s.     Debrett.      1796. 

The  charges  eftabliflied  at  a  court  martial  againft  colonel  Caw- 
thorne,  his  fubitquent  difmiffion  from  the  fervice,  and  expulfiorj 
from  the  houfe  of  commons,  are  circumftances  well  known  to  th? 
public.  That  the  friends  of  this  unfortunate  gentleman  fliould 
anxioufly  wilh  to  extenuate  the  difgrace  which  under  fuch  a  pre- 
dicament unavoidably  ha^  attached  to  his  character,  is  very  natu- 
ral :  but  we  much  doubt  whether  their  folicitude  will  be  attended 
With  the  defired  effeft.  The  prefent  apology  is  indeed  artfully  la- 
boured, and  may  fatisfy  the  perfonal  friends  of  Mr.  Cawthorne ; 
|5uS."  there  was  fomething  in  the  nature  of  his  offence,  which  the 
^ubborn  notions  of  the  public  will  probably  confider  as  not  lefs 
derogatory  to  the  ?««?;  than  the  officer. 

DRAMATIC. 

The  Sicilian  Lover.     A  Tragedy,     In   Five  A^s.     By   Mary    Ro^ 
hivfon.     %vo.     2s.     Hookham  and  Carpenter.      1 796. 

Whether  this  tragedy  was  ever  offered  to  the  flage,  we  know 
not ;  at  leaft  it  has  ne^er  been  reprefented  ;  we  fhall  therefore  dif- 
mifs  it  without  criticifm,  perfiiaded  that  in  fo  doing  we  are  afting 
in  the  mqft  lenient  manner  by  the  fair  author.  < 

2'he  Iron  Chefi  :  a  Play  ,•  in  Three  Afls.  Iflcitten  by  George  CoU 
man,  the  Younger.  With  a  Preface  and  P offer ipt.  Svo.  2-;. 
Cadell  and  Davies.      1796. 

The  publip  has  been  before-hand  with  us  in  criticifing  this  un=f 
fortunafe  piece  ;  the  difapprobation  with  which  it  was  received  the 
iirft  nightj  is  well  knovyn.  This,  the  author,  in  a  very  angry  and 
indeed  abufive  Preface,  is  pleafed  to  attribute  to  the  ill  offices  of 
Mr.  ICemble ;  but  we  rather  believe  the  audience  decided  in  a  dif- 
ferent mariner  ;  and  we  mufi:  confefs  the  reading  of  the  play  has 
not  tended  to  make  us  think  Mr.  Colman  entitled  to  a  reverfion  of 
judgment.  We  know  not  whether  it  was  well-juclged  to  take  the 
ftory  of  a  play  from  a  novel  fo  recent  and  fo  rnuch  read  as  the 
Caleb  Williams  of  Mr.  Godwin,  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to  pro- 
duce a  lively  interefl  where  the  denouement  is  previoufly  known» 
!^e(ides  this  original  fin  of  the  play,  the  ftory  is  much  injured  by 
ifhe  author's  having  omitted  the  clrcuinftance  which  weighed  heavi- 
eft  on  the  confcience  -of  Falkland, — the  allowinp-  two  innocent 
people  to  fuffer  for  h^s  guilto  Of  the  charsfflers'  which  are  the 
i  •   ■  ■     ~         '  crcatioa 
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creation  of  Mr,  Colman  in  this  piece,  Adam  Winterton  is  a  te- 
dious old  man,  and  lady  Helen  an  inlipid  young  woman.  We 
had  forgotten  to  mention  that  Mr.  Colman  has  ventured  to  peep 
into  the  myfterious  cheft,  and  difclofe  the  fecret  of  its  contents. 
This  is  bold  :  for  it  is  more  than  Mr,  Godwin  himlelf  had  ven- 
tured to  do,  confcious  as  he  was,  that  imagination,  a<5ling  upon  a 
myfterious  fecret,  ao'itates  the  mind  more  by  her  own  workings, 
than  it  is  poffible  to  do  by  attempting  to  reveal  it.  With  regard 
to  the  language  of  the  piece,  it  is  very  much  inflated  ;  aiming  at 
ftrength,  it  is  turgid.  This  play  is  publi(hed,  we  are  told,  as  it 
was  acted  the  firft  time  at  Drury  Lane;  alterations  have  fince  been 
made,  and  it  has  been  feveral  times  reprefented  at  the  theatre  in  the 
Hay-market. 

Remarks  07i  Mr.  Colman' s  Preface  ;  alfo  a  fummary  Compar-fon  of 
the  Play  of  the  Iron  Che/i  -with  the  Novel  of  Caleb  Williams^ 
By  a  Gentleman  of  the  Midcllt-Tetnpli:.   8w,    is.  Miller.    1796. 

An  angry  man  anfwering  an  angry  man  !  the  a\ithor  of  this  jDam" 
phlei:,  inftead  ofafling  the  part  of  a  cool  critic  and  difinterefted  by- 
ftander,  treats  Mr.  Colman  in  the  fame  ftyle  of  abufe  in  which  he 
had  fpoken  of  Mr.  Kembie. — This  )>iankfi  dandeprat  of  an  author^ 
r—-a  little  priggljh  dufky  man, — -w/o  had  not  licked  his  literary  zvhelp 
into  fiape  and  frame  ! — "Mho  de/ired  he  fiould  fatter  his  beggarly 
morfels  amon^  them  ?  this  is  the  lan^uare  in  which  this  elegant 
writer  addrefles  Mr.  Colman.  His  Ifateir.ent  of  the  fafts  we  have, 
however,  nothing  to  objetft  to  ;  and  his  comparifon  of  the  play 
with  the  novel  is  fufficiently  juft. 

RELIGIOUS, 

Sober  andferious  Reafons  for  Sceptieifm^  as  it  concerns  revealed  Re~ 
ligion.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend.  By  John  Hollis^  Efq.  8l'c, 
is.     Johnfon.     1796. 

Sober  and  ferious  rgafons  demand  a  fober  and  ferious  invefiiga- 
tion  ;  and  whep  a  man  of  refpeftabje  private  charadfer,  uninflu- 
enced by  improper  motives,  rejects  chriilianity,  we  are  naturally 
anxious  to  dilcover  what  grounds  he  could  have  for  fuch  a  change 
of  opinion,  and  fearful  at  the  fame  time  lefl:  fiich  a  deferrion 
fliould  induce  fcruples  among  our  friends,  and  add  copfidence  to 
our  enemies.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  our  duty  to  weigh  with  im- 
partiality every  argument  which  can  be  brought  againft  things  we 
hold  the  moli:  facred  ;  and  as  trup  chriftianity  boa(ls  that  its  caufe  is 
feparate  from  all  worldly  intereft  or  prejudice,  can  neither  be  fup- 
ported  by  numbers,  nor  wealth,  nor  power,  fo  it  rejoices  in  being 
expofed  to  the  utmoft  fcnitiny,  gnd  cannot  be  injured,  though,  like 
our  Saviour  forfaken  in  the  garden,  it  fliould  bg  deferted  by  my-., 
fiads  of  profefTors. 

The  author  of  the  work  before  us  is  become  a  fceptlc  ;  but 
he  ftill  retains  his  veneration  for  the  morality  of  the  gofpel.    lie  is 
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perplexed,  however,  with  refpeft  to  the  future  deftiny  of  mankind, 
which  he  cannot  reconcile  to  his  philofophy.  The  human  race 
he  conceived  to  be  in  a  flate  of  difcipline,  which  would  lead  it 
finally  to  happinefs  ;  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  he  thinks,  holds  out  a 
mofl  melancholy  and  diftreffing  pi<fture  of  the  future  deftiny  of 
mankind.  This  picture  is  taken  from  paflages  of  fcripture,  alludr 
jng  to  hell  and  everlafting  fire  ;  and  it  is  concluded  that  the  greater 
part  of  mankind  muft  be  inevitably  miferable:  but  it  does  not 
feem  that  the  whole  fubje6t  has  been  fufiiciently  confidered.  The 
future  deftiny  of  mankind  is  far  from  being  completely  afcertained. 
Very  worthy  Chriftians  entertain  on  this  head  very  different  opi- 
nions;  snd  while  fome  believe  in  the  annihilation  of  the  impenitent, 
others  fuppofe  that  temporary  punifliment  will  be  inflifted  ;  and 
.perhaps  a;i  inconfiderable  number  only  refieft  much  on  the  abfor 
Jute  eternity  of  torment.  Where  there  is  fo  much  ground  for 
doubt,  we  might  perhaps  think  our  author  blamable  in  forming 
ib  decifive  a  judgment,  and  fufFering  it  to  weigh  againft  arguments 
<lerived  from  matter  of  faft,  from  miracles,  from  prophecy,  and 
■the  purity  of  the  gofpel.  But  without  reference  to  the  various 
difputes  on  the  nature  of  the  future  ftate,  we  cannot  derive  the 
iame  conclufion  as  our  author,  who  appears  to  us  to  have  over- 
looked thofe  parables  of  pur  Saviour,  where  a  gradation  of  rewards 
is  pointed  out  to  the  good  ;  and  as  the  exafl  ftate  of  the  vvicked  is; 
jiot  afcertained,  we  may  furely  leave  their  deftiny,  without  impu- 
tation on  the  Chriftian  f'uth,  in  the  hands  of  a  God  of  mercy  and 
pf  love. 

The  extermination  of  the  Canaanites  is  the  next  ftumbling  block. 
On  this  head  nothijg  new  on  either  ude  can  be  expelled.  The 
fate  of  the  children  makes  the  greatell  impreflion  on  our  author's 
mind.  But  fliould  we  allow  this  to  be  a  difficulty  attendant  on  our 
.notions  of  the  attributes  of  God  as  delivered  in  the  fcriptures,  wp 
do  not  fee  how  it  can  aft'e£V  the  faith  grounded  upon  the  hiftory  in 
the  New  Teftament.  We,  who  believe  in  the  Newtonian  fyftem, 
cannot  account  for  every  motion  in  it :  yet  from  a  fufficient  know- 
ledge of  its  parts,  the  general  principle  is  eftabliftied,  which,  we 
doubt  not,  wijl  folve  our  difficulty :  and  in  the  fame  manner  the 
general  principle  pf  the  benei'oknce  and  juftice  of  God  is  fo  well 
laid  down  in  fcripture,  that  if  we  could  not  apply  it  to  every  particu- 
lar cafe,  from  the  number  of  cafes  in  which  it  may  be  faccefsfully 
applied,  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  reach  thofe  in  which  there  is 
an  apparent  difficulty. 

The  imprecations  in  fome  of  the  Pfalms  form  another  difficulty : 
but  if  wc  took  thern  in  the  worft  light  poffible,  the  paffionqte  ex- 
preffioiis  of  a  prophet,  any  more  than  his  faults,  cannot  be  held 
put  as  arguments  againft  the  truth  of  religion. 

■  The  coilcquial  difcourfes  of  God  with  man  are  confidered  as 
deg^rading.  They  have  often  been  treated  in  this  manner  ;  yet  if  we 
allovy  that  th^re  was  no  degradation  ip  creating  man,  \\;e  do  not  fee 
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the  propriety   of  this  charge  againil  a  mode  of  inflrufting   him, 
ivhich  feems  beft  fuited  to  his  faculties. 

We  were  furprifed  that  our  author  iliould  find  fo  much  difficulty 
in  the  foundation  of  chriftianity — 

'  After  all,  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  that  I  feel  the  force  of 
the  argument,  for  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  revelation,  derived 
from  the  teftimony  of  the  apoftles  taken  together  with  their  fiibfe- 
quent  conduft,  and  the  perfecutions  which  they  thereby  knou-ingiy 
incurred.  If  the  Chriftian  miracles  were  not  true  (and  if  the 
apoftles  were,  as  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  been,  competent  to 
judge  of  that  matter),  their  conduct  is  altogether  unaccountable  j 
and  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  chriftianity  is  equally  fo.'     p.  28. 

But  being  unable  to  reconcile  this  to  his  views  of  things,  he  re- 
tires, acquiefcing  in  his  ignorance  and  inability,  and  determined 
that  that  religion  cannot  be  true  which  teaches  'that  everlaftino 
muery  is  the  deftination  of  the  great  mafs  of  human  beings.* 
Surely  the  writer  does  not  do  himfelf  juftice.  Perhaps  he  mi?ht  be 
led  to  re-confider  his  argument  ;  and  this  conclufion  might  be 
drawn  : — It  is  not  certain,  that,  according  to  the  Chriftian  religion, 
evedafting  mifery  is  the  deftination  of  the  great  mafs  of  humr^n  be- 
ings ;  therefore  any  conjefture  of  mine  on  the  future  ftate  of  man- 
kind cannot  be  an  argument  againft  the  truth  of  revelation.  The 
conduft  of  the  apoftles,  the  non-exiftence  of  miracles,  and  the 
falfehood  of  the  gofpel,  cannot  be  reconciled  together ;  but  allow- 
ing the  exiftence  of  miracles,  and  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  the  con- 
du(5l  of  the  apoftles  is  accounted  for  fatisfa6lorily,  and  vice  verja. 
Hence  neither  the  future  ftate  of  mankind,  nor  difficulties  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  fcripture  hiftory,  ought  to  have  weight  againft 
arguments  of  fo  much  greater  force. 

We  have  thus  noticed  the  chief  doubts  of  our  author.  They 
are  ftated  plainly  and  calmly.  There  can  be  no  reafon  to  fufpeft 
his  fincerity.  We  hope  only  that  his  anfwerers  will  write  in  the 
fame  temper:  and  then  this  difcuffion  cannot,  we  are  perfuaded,  be 
injurious  to  the  caufe  of  truth. 

Reafons  for  Faith  in  Revealed  Religion  ;  oppofed  to  Mr.  HoUis's  Rea- 
fons  for  Scepticifm  ;   in  a    Letter  to  that   Gentleman.      By  Thomas 
IVilliams.      'ivo.      ij.      Heptinftall.      1796. 

In  anfvver  to  Mr.  Hollis's  objedion,  that,  according  to  the  Chrif. 
tian  fyftcm,  the  greater  part  of  mankind  is  ineviiablv  doomed  to 
mifery,  it  is  urged,  that  one  half  of  mankind  die  in  infancy,  many 
are  ideots,  more  are  converted  at  the  hour  of  death,  and  that  this 
muft  make  a  vaft  dcduftion  from  this  majority.  Befides,  the  human 
fpecies  bears  a  ftr.all  proportion  to  the  mafo  of  intelligent  beings; 
and  confequently  the  f.nally  '  miferable  may  bear  a  ftill  lefs  pro- 
portion to  the  happy."  We  cannot  look  upon  this  as  found  rea- 
fQiiing  ;  for  the  fcriptures  fay  nothing  of  the  future  deftiny  of  in- 
fants 
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fants  or  ideots,  nor  is  the  fate  of  the  inhabitants  of  other  worrds  at 
all  connefted  with  that  of  mankind. 

On  the  nature  of  future  punifliment,  the  parages  declaratory 
that  every  man  fhall  be  rewarded  according  to  his  works,  fome 
beaten  with  few,  and  others  with  many  (Iripes,  are  properly  brought 
forward.  After  this  it  appears  to  us  that  little  can  be  faid.  There 
are  fome  good  reflexions  on  our  writer's  view  of  the  fubjeft  from 
neceiranan  principles;  and  he  clofes  this  branch  by  conkfling  bis  ig- 
norance of  the  future  deftiny  of  the  wicked. 

The  ufual  arguments  are  brought  forward  on  the  extermination 
of  the  Canaanites ;  the  imprecations  in  the  Pfalms  are  fofteneci 
down;  and  the  revelation  of  God's  will  to  man  is  proved  to  be  an- 
tecedently probable.  Having  obviated  the  objections  of  Mr.  Hol- 
lis,  our  author  brings  forward  his  proofs  in  favour  of  the  Chriflian 
religion,  drawn  from  the  character  of  Chrift,  and  the  prefent  flate 
of  the  Jews.  Some  judicious  remarks  are  made  on  miracles  ;  and 
the  wliiole  letter  is  written  in  a  temper  which  does  credit  to  its  au- 
thor, and  will  we  hope  make  a  dqe  impreffion  on  the  perfon  to  whom 
jt  is  addrefled. 

^  Letter  to  John  Holl'is,  Efq.  on  his  Reajons  for  Scepticifnx,  as  it 
concerns  Revealed  Keligion.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Trebeck.  8fo.  li. 
Rivingtons.      1 796, 

Mr,  Hollis  is  blamed  for  '  difturbing  the  peace  of  ERind  which 
faith  in  the  Chriftian  religion  affords  to  the  ferioiis,'  particularly 
'  at  a  time  fo  given  to  infidelity,'  Such  cenfure,  though  founded 
in  truth,  will  not  be  admitted  as  argument.  Nor  is  there  any  ocr 
cafion  to  deprecate  tb*?  exertions  of  infidels;  fince  whoever  has  at- 
tended to  the  late  controverfy  excited  by  Mr.  Paine,  and  pariicu- 
krly  ro  that  able  and  complete  refutation  of  his  trite  and  futile  ob-? 
jections  by  the  bilhop  of  Landaff,  muft  fee  that  the  caufe  of  chrifti- 
anity  gains  by  every  inveftigation.  In  this  mode,  indeed,  the  re- 
ligion of  the  gofpel  was  originally  fpread,  when  every  effort  of 
ixuman  power  was  exerted  againll:  it;  and  in  enumerating  the  moral 
caufes  for  the  rapid  progrefs  of  this  religion,  Mf.  Gibbon  ought  to 
have  cited  the  literary  controverfies  which  took  place  concerning 
its  truth  in  the  four  firft  centuries,  and  the  eloquent  ancj  convincing 
arguments  of  fome  of  its  firft  profetTors. 

^  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Affixes,  holdcn  for  the  County  of  Corft- 
it^all,  at  Bodmin,  before  the  Hon.  Mr.  Juftice  Grofe,  and  Mr. 
Baron  Thompfon.,  on  Tuefday,  July  26th,  1 796.  By  Corneliui 
Cardeiv,   D.  D.  ^c.  ^c.     ^to.      is.     Richardfon.      1 796. 

The  high  fheriff  and  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Cornwall  have 
■unanimoully  ftamped  this  fermon  with  their  approbation.  It  is 
levelled  againfl  infidels :  yet  neither  the  authority  of  the  hearers, 
.nor  the  arguments  of  the  preacher^  will  make  upon  the  modern 
fceptics  any  confiderable  impreffion.  In  hdi  the  arguments  are 
drawa  too  much  from  coramojvplacc  topics:  and  we  have  reafon 


Monthly    Gatalogtje,  lof 

to  doubt,  on  one  fubjeft,  the  ftatement  of  the  preacher  in  the  very 
outlet.  He  hints  that  the  judges  can  bear  teftimony  to  the  increafe 
of  immorality.  '  But,'  fays  he,  '  if  truth  compels  them,  however 
reluftant,  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  increafing  depravity  of  our  mo- 
rals, it  very  much  concerns  us  all  to  explore  the  fource  of  this 
alarming  evil.'  In  Cornwall  perhaps,  the  lift  of  offences  within 
the  judges'  cogniiance,  may  have  increafed  : — it  is  a  faft  on  which 
we  are  not  competent  to  fpeak  :  but  we  very  much  doubt,  that, 
confidering  the  increafing  population  of  the  kingdom,  the  lift  of 
f  affize  crimes  within  the  laft  twenty  years  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
twenty  years  fince  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  The  preacher 
will  do  well  to  exajnine  this  queftion  ;  for  nothing  but  truth  fliould 
come  from  the  pulpit. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  ftyle,  we  fele£t  the  following  paflage — 

*  Yet  ftill,  though  fo  often  repulfed,  the  unbeliever  perfifts  in 
aflailing,  with  his  infernal  artillery,  the  adamantine  and  impregna- 
ble citadel  of  chriftianity,  nay  even  the  everlafting  throne  of  God 
himfelf. 

*  Vain  and  impious  mortal,  that  thug  43reft  to  lift  thy  puny  arm 
jtgainft  "the  rock  of  ages  1"      p.  15. 

Surely  a  Cornifti  audience  might  have  been  better  edified  on  an 
aflize  day,  than  by  fuch  declamation  againft  infidels ;  and  arc 
Chriftians  to  be  continually  reminded  that  the  language  of  the  efta- 
blifiied  church  at  Rome  for  two  centuries  after  Paul's  preaching 
there,  was  levelled  againft  chriftianity  and  its  profeflbrs,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  our  author  treats  infidels  and  infidelity  ? 

The  Right  to  Life.  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Univerjity  of  Cam-r 
bridge,  June  26,  179^.  By  Richard  Ramjd^n^  M.  A.  i^c-^ 
Part  II.      %vo.      \s.     Rivingtons.      179(3. 

Our  readers  rpcolleft,  or  rpore  likely  perhaps  they  do  not  reco!- 
'  left,  that  we  have  had  a  fermon  already  on  this  fubjeft  from  the 
fame  authqr.     This  is  of  fi^ch  a  curious  texturq,  that  we  muft  give 
an  extraft  or  two  from  it, 

f  The  true,  and  perhaps,  the  only  reafon,  \yhy  no  living  thing, 
but  man,  is  the  objeft  of  the  law,  is  this  ;  that  it's  protection  haci 
been  long  wholly  withdrawn  from  the  brute  creation.  At  the  fall 
it  was  withdrawn  in  part.  Animals  then  began  to  die  in  facrifice. 
At  the  deluge  was  loft  all  life's  privilege.  They  then  began  to  die 
alfo  for  man's  convenience  and  daily  food.  P'irom  that  period  man. 
is  lord,  together  with  God,  of  tiieir  hfeand  being.'     p.  3. 

This  is  fo  far  from  true,  that  the  precept  on  taking  a  npft  of 
birds  has  always  been  admired  ;  and  in  the  precept  for  obferving  the 
Sabbath,  the  ox  and  the  afs  are  included. 

John  the  Baptift,  when  the  foldiers  came  to  him,  laid  nothing 
about  the  day  of  battle;  and  Chriftians  hold  in  deteftation  the 
4i"um's  difcordant  found ;  but  our  preacher  is  anxious  to  bring  for- 
wai-d  that  which  is  leaft  fuited  to  a  Chriftian  audience— 

■  ''^ 
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*  If  the  foldier  point  the  cannon  at  a  feditious  multitude,  or  at 
the  ranks  of  a  foreign  foe,  he  poiHts  it  in  the  name  of  God.'  p.  i;. 

But  the  conclufion  is  the  moft  curious  — 

*  So  the  king  fliali  never  forgive  a  rival  aggreffion  on  the  ftate's 
ftrength,  in  whatever  fliape  it  may  appear,  whether  in  open  array 
or  in  ambufcade,  whether  in  forgery  or  treafon,  in  rebeUion  or 
murder.'     p.  28. 

The  king  of  England  has  repeatedly  forgiven  men  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  :  and  God  forbid  that  any -facriiegious  hand  fhould  tear 
away  the  brightelt  jewel  in  his  crown  ! 

This  difcouffe,  if  pofiible,  is  more  obfcure  than  the  former; 
the  arguments  are  ill  drawn  up  ;  the  connexion  is  bad  ;  an  afi'edta- 
tion  of  erudition,  with  a  quaintnels  of  ftyle,  pervades  the  whole; 
and  we  never  took,  up  a  fermon  which  breathed  fo  little  of  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  gofpel. 

Sojne  Duties  incumbent  upon  thofe  Toho  are  Memhers  of  Corporations^ 
Jiated  in  a  Ser7non  :  preached  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  Stafford,  he- 
fore    the    Corporation-  of  thiat    Town,    on^  Sunday,    O^ober    \Zth, 

179^.      With  a  few   prefatory    Remarks    concerning    Revieivers, 

By  IV.  RuJ/el.     ^vo,      is.     Longman.      1796. 

The  preacher  quarrels  with  the  corporation  of  Stafford  in  his 
fermon,  and  with  the  Monthly  Reviewers  in  his  Preface.  To  fave 
ourfelves  from  his  indignation,  we  will  fay  nothing  of  his  publica- 
fion, — contenting  ourfelves  only  with  congratulating  him  on  his  re- 
folution  to  print  no  more,  except  occafionally  in  fome  periodical 
work  ;  a  refolution  which,  we  doubt  not,  the  corporation  of  Stafford, 
the  reviewers,  and  the  public  in  general,  think  highly  meritorious, 
and  which  will  certainly  tend  to  his  future  tranquillity. 

To  the  Deifs.  The  Infufficiency  of  Reafon,  and  the  NeceJ/ity  of  a 
Divine  Revelation.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  Gee-Street  Chapel, 
Gofw  ell -Street,  on  Sunday,  Septemher  2^,  1796.  By  the  Rev, 
//•'".  Holland.     Qvo.     6d.      Jordan.      1796.  , 

The  deifts  will  not  read  this  difcourfe ;  and  the  hearers  could 
fcarcely  comprehend  it. 

Puhlick  Worjkip,  A  Sermon  preached  at  the  Confecration  of  All 
Saints  Church,  Southampton,  before  the  Right  Reverend  the  Lord 
B'JJiop  of  Exeter,  'November  I2,  1795-  By  Richard  Mant^ 
D.  D.  Rtdoy  of  the  Parijlf.      Zvo.      is.      Rivingtons.      1796. 

The  fcriptures  inftruft  us  to  worfhip  God  with  a  true  fpirit ;  and 
where  that  fpirit  is  wanting,  all  outward  forms  are  to  no  purpofe. 
Much  difpute  has  been  excited  on  ihefe  forms.  The  diOenters, 
>vho  blame  the  church,  do  not  confider  afterwards  that  they  have 
forms,  though  of  a  different  nature  from  the  church.  It  would  be 
well  if  both  parties  attended  more  to  the  f^i!^Qn(;z  than  the  mode. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Mant  naturally  fpoke  upon  fuch  an  occafion  in  favour  of  the 
forms  of  his  church  :  and  it  does  credit  to  his  heart  that  he  feems 
anxious  to  remove  every  iniinuation  of  difrefpeft  towards  his  dif- 
fenting  brethren.  On  this  account  we  highly  applaud  the  motives 
for  the  publication  of  this  fermon  ;  and  we  truft  that  it  will  be  the 
means  of  reconciling  all  parties,  and  cementing  a  firm  friendiliip 
between  the  author  and  the  good  men  of  every  denomination. 

Some  Remarks  on  Religious  Opinions,  and  their  EffeBs.  Submitted 
to  the  Confideration  of  the  mojl  learned  and  impartial  Perfons  of 
evt:ry  Denomination.  By  Robert  Walltice  Johnfon,  M.  D.  Small 
%vo.     2s.     Johnfon.      1796. 

The  author  believes  in  and  worfliips  only  one  God  :  he  believes  alfo 
that  Chriil  is  inferior  to  the  father,  though  exifting  before  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world;  yet  many  of  his  remarks,  though  not  very  pro- 
found, deferve  ferious  attention  from  all  parties.  He  writes  with 
candour  and  piety,  and  fcts  forth  fome  praftices  in  the  firfi:  centu- 
ries of  chriftianity,  which  have  had  and  continue  to  have  a  fatsJ 
effedt  on  the  belief  and  manners  of  modern  Chriftians.  The  three 
creeds  are  contrafted  with  pafiages  of  fcripture ;  and  the  hiftory  is 
very  probable, 

NOVELS. 

Memoirs   of  Emma    Courtney.      By   Mary   Hays.      2    F'ols.      izmo, 
6s.  fewed.     Robinfons.      1 796. 

Emma  Courtney  is  defigned  to  reprefent  a  character,  who,  though 
loving  virtue,  is  enflaved  by  pafiion,  liable  to  the  errors  and  weak- 
nelTes  of  our  fragile  nature.  This  paffion,  not  love  at  fitf  fght, 
but  even  pefore  firft  fight  (for  Emma  Courtney's  affedion  for  Mrs. 
Harley  is  conveyed  to  her  fon  Auguftus  Harley,  even  before  flie 
fees  him),  will  perhaps,  to  fome  readers,  appear  to  favour  of  ex- 
travagance; and  in  its  confequences,  after  Emma  Courtney's  ac- 
quaintance with  Hurley,  to  produce  eccentricity  of  chara6ter  and 
conduft  ;  but  her  errors  are  reprefented  as  the  offspring  of  extreme 
fenfibility  ;  and  the  refult  of  an  hazardous  experiment,  Mifs  Hays 
tells  us,  is  made  to  operate  as  a  warning,  rather  than  as  an  exam- 
ple. 

The  following  is  the  charafler  of  Emma  Courtney  in  early 
life— 

'  Thus,  in  peace  and  gaiety,  glided  the  days  of  my  childhood. 
Carefled  by  my  aunt,  flattered  by  her  hufband,  I  grew  vain  and 
fe!f-vvillcd  ;  my  defires  wtre  impetuous,  and  brooked  no  delay  ;  my 
affeftions  were  warm,  and  my  temper  irafcible;  but  it  was  the  glow 
of  a  moment,  inftantly  fubfiding  on  convidion,  and,  when  con- 
fcious  of  having  committed  injuftice,  I  was  ever  eager  to  repair  it, 
by  a  profufion  of  carefles  and  acknowledgments.  Oppofltioix 
would  always  make  me  vehement,  and  cotreion  irritated   me  to 

violence ; 
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violence ;  but  a  kind  look,  a  gentle  word,  a  cool  expouulatlon-— 
foftened,  melted,  arrefted  me,  in  the  full  career  of  paflion.  Ne» 
ver,  but  once,  do  T  recoiled  having  received  a  blow  ;  but  the  boil- 
ing rage,  the  cruel  tempeft,  the  deadly  vengeance  it  excited,  in  my 
mind,  I  hovv  remember  with  (liuddering. 

*  Every  day  I  becamfe  more  attached  to  my  books  ;  yet,  not  lefs 
fond  of  aftive  plav ;  ftories  were  ftill  my  paflion,  and  I  fighed  for 
a  romance  that  would  never  end.  In  my  fports  with  my  compa- 
nlons,  i  a^ied  over  what  I  had  read  :  I  was  alternately  the  valiant 
knight — the  gentle  damfel— the  adventurous  mariner — the  daring 
robber — the  courteous  Icivcr — and  the  airy  coquet.  Ever  inven" 
live,  my  young  friends  took  their  rone  from  me.  I  hated  the  nee- 
dle :— imy  adnt  was  indulgent,  and  not  an  hour  palfed  uitamufed  : 
— my  refources  were  various,  fantaftic,  ilnd  endlefs.  Thus,  for 
the  firft  twelve  years  of  my  life,  fleeted  my  days  in  joy  and  inno- 
cence. I  ran  like  the  hind,  frilked  like  the  kid,  fang  like  the  lark, 
was  full  of  vivacity,  health,  and  animation  ;  arid,  excepting  fome  mo- 
mentary burfts  of  paflidn  and  impatience,  awJ'oke  every  day  to  ne\V 
enjoyment,  and  retired  to'  refl  fatigued  with  pleafure.'  Vol.i.  p.  17. 

The  early  part  of  this  hiftory  is  plenflng :  in  the  fubfequent  pe- 
riods, the  principles  and  the  characters  muft  be  examined  with  can- 
dour. In  Emma's  father  we  behold  a  man  negligent  of  parental 
duties ;  and  Emma  Courtney  confequ'ently  regulates  her  filial  re- 
gards by  a  pei-fuafion  that  the  ties  of  blood  are  weak,  nnlefs  fani- 
tioned  by  reafon  and  cemented  by  affectionate  intercourfe.  On 
her  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Karley,  all  the  paffion  of  Roufleau  is 
i^ifed  in  her  bread.  Auguftus  Harley  becomes  the  St.  Preux,  th'c 
Emilius,  of  her  fleeping  and  waking  dreams.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  their  acquaintance,  Auguftus  Harley  calls  iilmfelf  her  r.eiu 
brother.  Emma's  afFeftion  foon  pafl'cis  into  love  ;  and  throwing  off 
the  reftraints  of  cuftom,  (he  endeavours  to  awaken  fympathy,  and 
cxpreiTes  her  defire  of  being  loved  again,*  Bat  Harley  becomes 
cold  and  diftant  :  a  circumftance  that  excites  in  Emma's  breafl-  a 
more  eager  curiofity,  and  a  more  vehement  paflion.  She  throws 
down  the  rules  eftabliflied  by  ufage  ;  and  while  her  '  cheeks  blufli 
with  modefty,'  flie  demands  artfwers  to  her  queftions,  reafons,  ex- 
plications. The  more  myfterious  the  condudl  of  Hirley  appears, 
the  more  fevere  are  the  expoftulations-,  and  the  more  explicit  the 
declarations  ot  Emma,  When  at  length  it  is  found  that  Harley  h 
married,  the  love  of  Emma  is  not  to  be  conquered  ;  her  paflion 
fakes  the  charadler  of  an  ardent  fricndfllip;  and  at  thi^  death  of  the- 
father  fhe  adopts  the  fon. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve  that  this  work  is  a  couffe  of  letters 
addrefiid  to  Auguftus  Harley,  the  foh  of  Mr.-  Harley,  the  idol  of 
Emma  Courtney's  paflion. 

We  conclude  by  obferving  that  \^e  do  not  hold"  up  Emma 
Courtney  as  a  character  for  general  imitation,  any  more  than,  we 
prefomei  the  authoref?  herfclf  woiikfj    Whenever  great  paflions- 
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oreak  out,  or  a  ftrong  bias  inclines,  there  reafon  fiiould  dire£l  its 
more  immediate  attention ;  and  our  conduft  muil,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  be  regulated  by  the  welfare  and  good  order  of  fociety. 
Strong  feniibilities  require  more  than  ordinary  management :  the 
paflions,  the  fource  of  perfonal  enjoyment  and  of  public  utility, 
may  eafily  become  our  own  tormentors,  and  the  fpring  of  injufticc 
to  others. 

Montgomerj^  or   Scenes   in    Wales.     2    yols.      izmo,     ys.    fetoed^ 

Lane.      1 796. 

Thefe  volumes  proceed  on  principles  In  fome  refpe^l  fimilar  to 
the  preceding.  The  title  led  us  to  exped  fome  agreeable  exercita- 
tions,  in  which  the  charms  of  poetry,  or  the  brilliancy  of  profaic 
compofition,  might  have  embelliftied  rural  Icenery.  The  title 
feemed  to  promife  this,  and  the  work  itfelf  abfolutely  requires  it-, 
this  expedlation,  however,  was  fadly  difappointed. 

But  if,  on  this  account,  we  were  mortified,  we  were  pleafed, 
and  agreeably  difappointed  on  another  :  for  though  the  novel  be- 
gins very  abruptly,  it  proceeds  very  agreeably.  The  ftyle,  thougii 
not  flowery  or  elegant,  is  in  the  main  neat  and  correct  ;  the  feiiti- 
ments  are  important ;  the  moral  is  good.  The  advocate  for  the  fe- 
male fex  will  approve  it ;  the  benevolent  mind  will  difcover  traces 
cf  a  good  h^art ;  and  youth  of  neither  fex  will  be  betrayed  into 
fcenes  of  wantonnefs  and  paths  of  folly  :  the  ftory  itfelf  is  natural, 
and  not  unintereiiing:  the  errors  of  a  miflaken,  rather  than  a  ne- 
gledled  education,  are  iliuftrated,  and  the  unhappy  confequences 
of  people  fuffering  themfelves  to  become  creatures  of  morbid  feel- 
ings, the  dupes  of  their  imagination,  and  the  viftims  of  fbperlli- 
tion. 

The  Female  Gamejler  j   ov,   f^/e  Pupil  of  Fajiiion.   A  Novel.  2  /''i/j %, 
iirno.     6s,     feiDed.     Vernor  ^;/^/ Hood.      1796. 

We  mufl  differ  from  our  author  refpefting  a  leafon  of  difirefb 
and  mental  imjjielfion  being  unfavourable  to  compofition— On  the 
contrary,  forrow  is  ever  eloquent ;  and,  in  works  of  imaginatioir, 
real  feelings  blend  themfelves,  with  facility,  with  fictitious  incident, 
affording  energy  to  the  fentiment,  and  a  warmer  glow  to  defcrip- 
tion.  The  tiHiih  of  this  remark  is  evinced  by  various  pa'Jages  in 
the  prefent  prodaftion,  of  which  the  following  may  afford  a  fpecr- 
nien-^ 

*  You  have  a  warm  heart — your  feelings  run  away  with  you. 
Ah,  how  you  reprtfent  what  I  was  at  your  age  ;  when  the  anima- 
tion of  youih  glowed  at  my  heart,  and  ali  was  hope,  gaiety,  and 
promife;  wiienthe  vivacity  of  my  imagination  painted  fiv^xy  thing 
in  golden  tints,  when  my  dnys  palled  in  an  uninterrupted  fucceilion 
of  funfnine,  hilarity,  and  joy  ;  when  ali  nature  appeared  to  me 
one  glorious  landfcape,  and  every  fafcination  of  this  world  fetmcd 
appropriated  to  my  ufe  !  — Then  was  I,  like  you,  full  of  confidence^ 

iru'b. 
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truth,  and  eafe  ! — but  eafe,  truth,  and  confidence,  are  no  mere. 
This  heart,  fo  full,  fo  fertile,  and  enlarged,  is  narrowed  by  fufpi- 
cion,  and  exhaufted  by  difappointment.  Diftruli,  fear,  and  ago- 
ny, diftort  it  with  their  ten  thoufand  pangs.  Kope,  that  feldom 
abandons  us  even  in  death,  has  long  fince  refigned  her  place  in  my 
bofom  to  defpair  ; — the  demons  that  divide  me,  fallow  my  imagi- 
nation, and  defpair's  dim  optics  tinge  all  things  with  the  fanie  fom- 
bre  hue.' 

This  novel,  if  it  does  not  rank  among  the  higheft  clafs,  has 
fpirit  and  interell ;  the  charafter  of  the  duchefs  of  Wolfingham  is 
drawn  with  animation  ;  and  the  intoxicating  nature  of  gaming, 
with  the  eafy  gradation  of  thoughtlefs  diflipation  into  vice  and  ruin, 
is  not  ill  depidured.  Leaping  over  a  period  of  feventeen  years  is 
icarcely  allowable  at  the  tribunal  of  a  fevere  criticifm,  and,  not- 
wlthftanding  fome  refpedable  precedents  might  be  produced,  is  al- 
ways a  defeft.  The  ftyle  of  our  author  is  fometimes  lively  and 
forcible,  but  frequently  carelefs :  fome  vulgarifms  might  be  pointed 
out  in  the  letters  of  Stolina,  theltahan  lady, — fuch  as  Mr.  Bland- 
ford  being  *  under  petticoat  government,'  &c. — but,  upon  the 
whole,  this  production  has  merit,  and  can  fcarcely  fail  to  arrefl  the 
attention,  and  intereft  the  affections  of  the  reader. 

Btrkdey  Hall:  or^  the   Pupil  of  Experience.     A  Novel.      3  P'ols, 
i2mo.      los.  6r/,      Boanh.     Tindal.      1796. 

The  defign  of  the  prefent  produflion  is  to  ridicule  (under  the 
form  of  a  novel)  political  innovation.  The  ftory  or  novel  part 
of  the  work  has  little  interell ;  the  charafters  are  generally  outrS, 
and  many  of  the  events  very  improbable.  Some  humourous  ex- 
periments and  adventuies  are  related,  intended  to  expofethe  fanati- 
cifm  and  hypocrify  of  feftarians,  and  to  exemplify,  in  the  back 
fettlem.ents  and  wigwams  of  the  native  Indians  in  America,  the 
advantages  and  latisfaftions  of  the  life  of  nature. 

The  ftory  of  an  African  prince  is  introduced,  by  way  of  epi- 
fode,  whofe  marvellous  adventures  rival  thofe  of  Sinbad  the  failor, 
in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments, — the  hero  of  the  prefent 
tale  being,  in  the  courfe  of  his  travels,  hofpitably  entertained  by  a 
nation  of  mer-men  and  mer-maids  inhabiting  the  ocean,  by  whom 
he  is  conducted  to  the  extremities  of  the  north  and  fouth  poles, 
where  continents  are  difcovered,  illumined  and  warmed  by  cen- 
tral fires  or  volcanos, — the  manners  of  the  natives  exhibiting  a  pic- 
ture of  the  golden  age. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  performance  difplays  fome  invention,  and 
would  have  afforded  more  entertainment,  had  it  been  comprefTed 
into  a  narrower  compafs,  by  abridging  fome  converfations  and  rea- 
fonings,  which,  in  their  prefent  ftate,  the  generality  of  readers  will 
be  inclined  to  pafs  over,  and  by  omitting  m.any  anecdotes  and  reci- 
tals, which  are  common  and  uninterefting,  and  wholly  unconneded 

with 
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Vvith  the  principal  narrative. — Unity  of  plan  is  a&eflential  to  a  good 
novel,  as  to  an  epic  poem. 

L     A     W, 

Rules  and  Orders  oji  tire  Pica  Side  of  the  C<n0t  of  King's  Bench.be- 
gi lining    in    Eajier    Te)?n,    1731,  and   ending    in     Trinity     Term^ 
1795.      1'f'ith  Preface  and  Index.      8x;o.      2s,  Gd.      Butterworth. 
1795- 

The  regulations  by  which  legal  proceedings  are  direfted,  and  the 
conduft  of  the  profeffional  agents  controuled,  though  they  may 
form  the  leaft  vifible,  are  by  no  means  the  leaft  elTentiai  part  of  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  prefent  colleftiop,  of  rules  and  or- 
ders does  credit  to  the  judges,  for  the  attention  they  difcover  toprb- 
mote  the  facility  and  purity  of  pratftice. 

^ome  Confiderations  on  the  Game  Laws^  /"ggift^^^  h  (he  late  Motion 
of  Mr.  Ciirwen  for  the  Repeal  of  the  prefent  Syjiem.  %vo,  is.  6d, 
Egerton.      1796. 

The  writer  of  this  pnmphlet  oppofes,  with  much  earneftnefs,  the 
propofition  of  abolKhing  the  game  laws,  and  endeavours  to  prove 
that  they  are  not  to  be  traced  to  the  times  of  feudal  tyranny,  but 
that  they  are  wholefome  regulations,  that  have  fprung  from  a  much 
later  and  more  liberal  period  of  onr  jurilprudence.  He  imputes 
the  agitation  of  this  topic  to  the  furor  of  revolutionary  enthuliafm; 
and  he  enlarges  on  the  idienefs  and  vagrancy  which  the  abolition  of 
the  game  laws  would  be  likely  to  introduce  among  the  fubordinate 
rlafles  of  fociety. 

The  Trial  "of  the  Caufe  of  the  King  verfus  the  BiJJtop  of  Bangor, 
■Hugh  OiDen^  D.D.  John  .Roberts,  John  Williams,  Clerks,  and 
Thomas  Jones,  Gentleman  ;  at  the  Jfji'zes^holdzn  at  Slire-rvjl>:/ry  on 
the  a6///  of  July  1  796,  before  the  Honourable  Mr.  Juftice  Heath  ; 
hy  a  Special  Jury.  Taken  in  Short  Hand  by  Mr.  Gurney.  8w, 
2x.  dd.     Stockdale.      1796. 

It  would  have  better  fuited  the  gravity  of  jufticc,  and  the  deco- 
rum of  the  clerical  profeffion,  if  the  quarrel   which   produced  this' 
litigation   had  never   been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  public  : 
and  we  would  willingly  configu  it  to  oblivion, 

A  Defence  of  the  RigJu  Retterend  the  Lord  BiJIiop  of  Bangor  ;  with 
Remarks  on  a  moft  extraordinary  Trial.  By  the.  Rev.  Rice 
Hughes,  A.  M.  Domeftic  Chaplain  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earl  of  Poidet,  and  late  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.  Svo. 
is.  6d.     Walker.      1796. 

The  lord  bifliop  of  Bangor  has  been  acquitted  by  a  jury  :  and 
the  lefs  that  is  now  faid  of  this  new  Ban^orian  controverfv,  the  bet- 
^^^-  Non  tali  auxilio,  nee  defenforibus  ifisj 

Tempus  eget. 

Qkit.  Rev.  Vol.  XIX,  Jan.  1797.  I  POETI- 
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POETICAL. 

Sappho  and  Pliaon.  In  a  Series  of  Legitimate  Sonnets^  with  Thoughts 
on  Poetical  SubjeSIs^  and  ji:iecdotes  of  the  Grecian  Fcrtrfs,  By 
Mary  Robinfon^  Author  of  Poctns^  idc.  <sSc.  ^c.  i3c.  ^vo. 
']s.   6d.  Boards.     Hookham  rt«^  Carpenter.     1796. 

Thefe  fonnets,  forty-four  in  number,  turn  upon  the  different 
changes  of  fentiment  and  fituation,  incident  to  the  heart  which  is 
under  the  influence  of  the  tender  pafiion.  To  form  t'lem  into  a 
Avhole,  the  author  has  connefted  them  by  the  claffical  name  of  Sap- 
pho, who  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  relator  of  her  own  paffionate  fond- 
nefs,  confli£ls,  and  defpair.  Of  the  talents  of  Mrs.  Robinfon,  our 
readers  have  had  frequent  fpccimens.  She  certainiv  poiTeiTes  a 
brilliancy  of  fancy,  and  command  of  poetical  language ;  but  the 
ear  is  ofrener  addreOed  than  the  heart  in  her  productions. — a  fault 
particularly  ftriking  in  verfes  which  are  given  under  the  name  of 
the  impatTioned  Sappho.  It  is  however  to  her  praife,  that  the  fon- 
nets are  perfectly  chafte  ;  they  are,  moreover,  as  fhe  takes  care  to 
Itcll  us,  legitimate  fonnets.  An  engraving  of  the  Lefbian  poetefs  is 
prenxed  to  the  publication,  which,  on  the  whole,  m:\\  be  called  an 
elegant  trifle.  The  fixth  fonnet,  though  the  idea  is  not  perfectly 
original,  we  feleiflas  the  niolT:  intereiting— 

*  Is  it  to  love,  to  fix  the  tender  gaze, 

To  hide  the  timid  blufli,  and  fteal  away  ; 

To  fliun  the  bulv  world,  and  wafte  the  dsv 
In  fome  rude  mountain's  folitary  maze  ? 
Is  it  to  chant  one  name  in  ceafelefs  hys. 

To  hear  no  words  that  other  tongues  can  fa)*, 

To  watch  the  pale  moon's  melancholy  ray, 
To  chide  in  fondnefs   and  in  folly  praife  ? 

Is  it  to  pour  th'  involuntary  figh. 
To  dream  of  blifs,  and  wake  new  pangs  to  prove  j 

To  talk,  in  fancy,  with  the  fpeaking  eye. 
Then  flart  with  jealoufy,  and  wildly  rove  ; 

Is  it  to  loath  the  light,  and  wifli  to  die? 
For  thefe  I  feel,  —and  feel  that  they  are  love.'     p.  44. 

Letters  from  Simkin  the  Second  to  his  Brother  Simon,  in  Wales  ;  de- 
dicated, ivithout  PermiJJion,  to  the  ancient  and  rcfpedable  Famih 
of  the  Grunters.     S'uo.      \s.     Debrett.      1796. 

Our  readers  are  no  Grangers  to  the  humour  of  Simkin,  and  his 
ready  knack  of  verfification.  This  pamphlet  is  prefented  to  the 
public  as  a  complete  abftracl  of  IMr.  Burke's  letters,  at  the  low  price 
of  07ie  fulling  ;  and  we  mull  do  the  author  the  juflice  to  allow  that 
he  has  omitted  very  few,  if  any,  of  the  ftriking  arguments  and  fen- 
timents  of  his  original.  The  following  is  a  circumftance  which, 
we  confefs,  very  forcibly  ftruck  us  on  perufmg  Mr.  Burke's  pam- 
phlet ;  and  it  certainly  lofes  nothing  of  its  force  in  the  hands  of  our 
fi'ltnd  Simkin. 

«  Then 
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*  Then  he  flips  out  a  fecret,  a  fweet  pretty  iiory, 

Which  reflefts  on  the  parliament  honour  and  glory; 

For  it  feems  ihe  majority  pubhcly  vote 

For  war,  but  in  private  thfcy  alter  their  note. 

The  minority  fpeaking  the  fenfe  of  the  nation. 

And  therefore  our  fenfible  adniiniftration 

Take  the  ground  the  minority  meant  to  have  taken, 

Left  their  places  be  loft,  or  confoundedly  fliaken. 

Who  knowing  this  much  would  not  ufe  his  endeavour 

To  fccure  them  good  places  forever  and  ever?'      p.  ^„ 

Poems  ay  Tho/nas  Hocclevc,  never  before  printed :  feleSlecf from  a 
MS.  in  the  Poffcfmi  of  George  Mafon.  With  a  Preface^  Notes^ 
and  Gloffary.    i^to.     6s.  6d.    Boards.   Leigh  atid  Sothel)y.    1 796, 

This  publication  contains  fix  fliort  poems,  feleded  out  of  feven- 
teen,  which  make  the  whole  of  a  MS.  in  the  editor's  pofTeffion, 
and  were  all  written  by  Thomas  Hoccleve,  a  poet  who  flouriOied 
through  the  latter  end  of  the  14th  and  great  part  of  the  15th  cen- 
tury ;  for  he  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty.  He  has  been  called  a  difci- 
ple  of  Chaucer,  at  whofe  death  he  was  thirty  years  old;  andisfup- 
pofed  by  fome  to  have  been  patronded  by  Humphey,  duke  of 
Cloucelter.  In  bringing  them  before  tiie  notice  of  the  public,  tiiC 
editor  is  fenfible  that  hediirents  from  a  rcjjectable  authority  in  thtfe 
matters ;  for  Mr.  Warton  has  condemned  the  poems  as  ftiowing 
'  a  total  want  of  invention  and  fancy.'  We,  for  our  part,  confefs 
we  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  the  critic  ;  though  the  editor 
thinks  he  might  not  have  ieen  moft  of  the  poenis  now  publilhed. 
We  are  fenfible,  however,  that  writings  may  be  valuable  as  matters 
of  curiofity,  which  have  no  title  to  be  confidered  as  monuments  of 
genius,  and  that  to  many  every  thing  is  aUraitive  that  fmells  of  an- 
tiquity. The  language  is  not  materially  different  from  that  of 
Chaucer;  but  of  the  wit  and  fpirit  of  Chaucer,  his  nominal  difci- 
ple  does  not  appear  to  us  to  have  caught  a  fingle  particle.  With 
the  antiquaries,  therefore,  we  fliall  leave  him. 

77ie  Pin  Bafket.  To  the  Children  of  Thifpis:  J  Satire.  By  An^ 
tho7iy  Pafquin,  A.  JVith  Notes  Biographical,  Critical,  and  Ex- 
planatory. Dedicated  to  the  Count cfs  of  Jerf-yi  4/c.  ^s. 
Jordan.     1796. 

Mr.  Anthony  Paf:iuin  may  be  Mr.  Anybc^dy  ;  nor  is  it  of  the 
leaft  confequence  either  to  us  or  to  the  public,  whether  this  gentle- 
man be  a  fpurious  I'afquin  or  not.  The  Dedication  to  the  countefs 
of  Jerfey  is  followed  by  a  long  note,  in  which  the  author  has  intro- 
duced, with  fome  impropriety,  the  names  of  certain  gentlemen,  as 
the  condu6lors  or  authors  of  the  feveral  Reviews.  If,  hc^'ever,  the 
author  is  not  more  fuccefsful  in  his  guefies  with  reipeft  to  other 
publications  than  he  is  with  refpeft  to  oucs,  the  public  curiofity 
-will  be  verv  little  gratified  by  his  pretended  difcoveries.    As  it  may 

I  2  not, 
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not,  therefore,  be  very  agreeable  to  gentlemen  to  be  held  forth  to 
thofe  authors  who  may  incur  our  cenfure,  as  their  literary  enemies, 
we  think  it  right  to  do  Mefirs.  Holcroft  and  Godwin  the  juftice  to 
fay,  that  to  our  knowledge  they  have  neither  of  thern  ever  vvTitteu 
a  line  in  our  Journal,  except  the  extracts  which  we  have  occafion- 
ally  taken  in  reviewing  their  refpeftive  publications ;  and  with  re- 
fpeft  to,  the  other  gentleman  whom  he  has  done  us  the  honour  of 
confidering  as  our  aifociate,  it  is  rather  too  ridiculous  to  fuppofc 
that  the  fecretary  of  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  and  an  avowed  advocate 
of  miniftry,  fhould  take  any  part  in  a  review,  which  Mr.  Anthony 
Pafquin  is  pleafed  to  term  democratical.  Of  the  poetry  let  the  fol- 
lowing fpecimen  fuffice — 

'  So,  fo,  the  green-room's  in  a  pretty  rout, 

And  long  to  know  what  'tis  that  you're  about. 

Tell  me,  my  Pafquin,  as  a  friend  I  afk  it, 

Who  is't  you  mean  to  cram  into  your  bafket?'     p.  14. 

Efijile  from  R  cIi--J  B)-?i/-y  Sh-—d-Ji^  E/q.   to  the  Right  Honoura- 
bh  H-n-y  D-nd-s.     i^to.      is.  6d,      Owen.      1796. 

If  our  readers   wifli  to   have  a  fpecimen  of  the  politics  of  this 
epiffle,  he  may  take  the  following  lines  — 

'  Lofe  but  one  atom  of  the  royal  power, 
And  anarchy  would  Britain  foon  devour.' 

or  thefe — 

*  I  marvel  much  that  Britain's  guardian  law, 
Left  Englifli  Syeyes  \_meaning  3Ir.  Home  Jboif]   one  mile 
from  Aberfliaw.' 

or  thefe — fpeaking  of  Mr.  Pitt — 

'  As  in  this  war  'gainft  hell's  ■philofophajiers^  ^ 

He's  faved  Britannia  from  all  Blood's  difafters, 
Oh,  let  us  ne'er  condemn  the  glorious  mode. 
Should  he  have  drained  one  law,  to  fave  the  code.' 

If  a  fpecimen  of  the  i>or/?;>' — but,   on  recolleftion,  we  believe  they 
will  be  of  opinion  that  the  above  lines  may  ferve  for  both. 

Foems  by  the  Rev,  Henry  Rovje,  LL.B,  Re^or  of  RingJIiall  in 
Suffolk.  2  /-'Wr.  Si'ci.  7J-.  Boards.  Cadell  fl;:.5^  Davies.  1796. 
If  we  are  rightly  informed  of  the  circumftances  under  which 
thefe  poems  were  written,  the  fubfcribers  to  them  will  have  more 
pleafiire  in  the  confideration  of  having  contributed  to  the  relief  of 
an  unfortunate  clergyman  (fuffering  the  hardftiip  of  confinement  in 
the  King's  Bench  prifon  for  debt)  than  they'  could  have  received 
from  the  fubllmeft  flights  of  the  moft  poetical  imagination.  We 
cannot  indeed  fay  that  much  of  the  genius  of  oar  celebrated  dra- 
matic poet  has  been  translufed  into  the  poems  of  his  relative  : — 
but  veifes  at  leaft  as  bad  are  everv  day  given  to  the  public. 

All 
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An    EqueJIrian  Epijile  in  Ferfe,  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Jer- 
fey.      Adcriicd  %vitk  Notes.      By   the   Author  of  the   Epijile  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Randolph.     Sx'o.      is.     Parfons.      1796. 

The  proverb  fays,  it  is  an  ill  wind  which  blows  nobody  good. 
The  lofs  of  the  famous  packet  is  one  of  the  incidents  which  the 
writers  of  the  day  have  eagerly  laid  hold  on  as  a  vehicle  for  fatire 
or  a  ftimulus  to  curiofity.  This  (light  piece  is  evidently  writttin  by  a 
claffical  fcliolar;  and  the  poetry  is  full  as  good  as  theoccafion  demands. 

EDUCATION. 

The  Latin  Primer  :   in  Three  Parts.      By  the   Rev.  Richard  Ljne, 
\lmo.     2s.  6d.     Bound.      Stockdale.      1795. 

We  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  a  more  ufeful  publication  than 
the  prefent,  as  a  guide  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin  iangu-ao-e. 
The  rules  are  plain  and  fimple,  and,  which  we  think  an  advanta- 
geous plan,  in  the  Englifli  language.  The  examples  are  neceflarily 
in  Latin,  and  extrafted  from  the  befl:  claffical  authors.  The  two 
firft  parts,  which  relate  to  the  construction  and  position, 
will  eafiiy  enable  a  perfon  to  acquire  a  very  accurate  and  elegant 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language  without  a  teacher ;  and  with  re- 
fpeft  to  thofe  who  give  inftruclion,  they  will  fliorten  the  labour  of 
both  mafter  and  fcholar  beyond  any  book  we  ever  faw. 

Mod  initiatory  books,  received  as  guides  to  the  Latin  language, 
are  defective  in  the  profodical  part:  this  primer  goes  much  at  laro<; 
into  the  fubjeft,  explaining  not  only  the  general  laws  of  the  hexa- 
meter, pentameter,  iambic,  trochaic,  and  anapaeflic  verfes,  but  all 
the  peculiarities  of  Terence  and  Horace's  metres,  and  is  much 
more  comprehenfive  and  exaft,  than  any  grammatical  wo:k  written 
on  the  fame  fcale. 

The  Parentis  Afftjlant  ;   or.,  Stories  for  Children,   By  E.  M.   3  Fds. 

i2mo.      4/.  bd.    Boards.     Johnfon.      1796. 

It  Is  always  with  peculiar  pleafure  that  we  give  a  teftimony  m 

favour  of  books  defigned  for.  the  inftructlon  and  benefit  of  youth- 

The  prefent  produ(^ion   is   particularly  fenlible  and  judicious :  the 

>ftories  are  well  written,  limple,  and  afFefting;  calculated,  not  only 

for  moral  improvement,  but  to  excrcife  the  belt  alfeftions  of  ihc 

human  heart. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

An  Examination  of  Events^  termed  Miraculous^  as  rrport-ed  in  Letters 
from  Italy.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Berington.   %vo.    is.  Booker.    1796. 

The  prodigies  which  this  pamphlet  is  written  to  refute,  are  as 
follow — • 

'  At  Ancona,  a  fea-port  town  in  the  papal  territories,  on  Satur- 
day between  the  z^tli  and  26th  of  June  laft,  certain  women,  alarm- 
ed by  the  report  of  a  confpiracy  for  the  plunder  oi  the  town  and 
*  m'afllicie 
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mallacre  of  its  inhabitants,  ran  in  crouds  to  the  cathedral,  where 
was  a  pi6ture  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  reported  to  work  miracles,  and 
to  which  thefe  women^  it  is  faid,  were  particularly  devout.  While 
they  were  here  fervently  praying  before  the  picture,  a  little  child, 
whofe  unufual  compofure  had  been  remarked,  cried  out, to  its  mo- 
ther, "  That  the  Holy  Virgin  moved  her  eyes,"  or,  as  another  ac- 
count flates,  "  That  the  Holy  Virgin  had  heard  her  mother's  pray- 
ers." Thus  was  the  firfl  impreffion  made.  The  mother  looked, 
and  beheld  the  prodigy.  Others  beheld  the  fame ;  a  general  cry 
among  the  fpeftators  enfued ;  foon  the  whole  town  was  in  motion  ; 
all  flocked  to  the  cathedral;  and  the  moil  incredulous,  even  the 
ringleaders  of  the  confpiracy,  returned,  convinced,  from  infpee- 
tion,  of  the  reality  of  the  prodigy.  Thirteen  days  the  pifture 
continued  to  move  its  eyes,  and  it  was  only  on  the  8th  of  July, 
that  the  door  of  the  church  was  clofed.  During  that  period,  the 
French  gentleman  who  writes  the  letter,  an  emigrant,  and  formerly 
a  canon  of  Lyons,  on  the  28th,  at  midnight,  was  admitted  to  a 
near  fight  ef  the  pifture,  the  motions  of  the  eyes  of  which  he  de- 
fcribes  minutely.  They  moved  firft  horizontally  ;  then  opened 
wider  than  was  their  ordinary  petition;  and  finally  clofed.  Thefe 
changes  happened  twice,  during  the  quarter  of  an  hour  he  remain- 
ed before  the  pifture.  On  the  following  day,  at  noon,  he  returned 
to  the  fame  fpot,  and  beheld  the  fame  motion  of  the  eyes,  which 
he  is  ready  to  atteft  on  oath. — On  the  6th  of  July,  three  painters, 
men  of  probity,  were  introduced  by  authority,  when  the  vicar 
general,  attended  by  his  officers,  direfted  them  to  take  down  the 
pifture,  and  examine  it.  This  they  did  ;  and  as  their  hands  paded 
over  the  face,  they  obferved  the  eyes  tb  open  ;  and  one  of  them 
afterwards  alTured  the  writer,  that  what  llruck  him  molt  was,  to 
feel  the  eyes,  as  if  they  had  been  animated,  move  under  his  fingers. 

'  Such  is  the  relation  from  Ancona  ;  and  on  the  loth,  other  ac- 
counts, which  confirm  the  above,  ftate,  that  the  prodigies  had  not 
then,  or  only  then,  ceafed,  and  that  a  llatue  of  St.  Ann,  the  mo- 
ther of  our  lady,  had  joined  the  daughter,  and  i;lfa  moved  its  eyes. 
This  ftatue,  to  remove  all  fufpicions  of  fraud,  v*as  examined  by 
the  fame  painters. 

'  We  come  to  Rome.  About  the  ,time  that  the  prodigies  at 
Ancona  ceafed,  a  feries  of  the  fame  commenced  in  the  capital. 
On  the  9th  of  July,  as  fome  pious  perfons  were  praying  before  a 
pikfture  of  our  lady,  called  of  Archetto,  it  was  obferved  to  open 
and  llmt  its  eyes.  The  report  foon  fpread  through  the  city,  wlxile 
other  perfons,  equally  imipreffed  with  devotion,  in  the  fame  Ibeet, 
before  another  pifture,  were  heard  to  exclaim,  *'  Moft  Holy  Virgin, 
favour  us  with  a  miracle."  Scarcely  were  the  words  uttered,  when 
the  eyes  moved  ;  and  prefently,  all  the  pi&ures,  which  are  nume- 
rous in  the  ftreets,  exhibited  the  fame  phGenomenon,  moving  their 
eyes  in  various  direftions,  and  almoft  without  interruption.  The 
contagion,  within  a  k\v  days,  reached  to  the  cliurchesj  where  the 

lame 
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lame  pvodigJes  took  place.  The  ftreets,  meanwhile,  incefTantly 
refounded  with  theory  of  Fiva  Maria  !  and  canticles  and  hymns 
were  fung. — Some  fimilar  motions  were  likewife  obferved  in  pic- 
tures of  our  Saviour,  and  in  crucifixes  ;  and  the  wonders  did  not 
confine  themfelvcs  within  the  walls  of  Rome,  but  extended  to  Ci- 
vita  Vecchia,  and  to  other  towns  in  the  neighbourhood.  Many 
miraculous  cures,  it  is  added,  on  the  blind,  the  aumb,  and  the 
lame,  particularly  at  Perugia,   were  operated. 

'  A  new  prodigy  now  prefcnts  itfelf.  Three  lilies,  by  wav  of 
•decoration,  had  been  placed  near  to  a  pifture  of  the  Vircr'n,  where 
they  had  remained  fo  long,  as  to  be  completely  withered  and  drv. 
But,  on  the  9th  of  July,  a  bud,  perfeftly  frefh  and  green,  was  feen 
on  one,  and  ibon  three  other  buds  on  the  others,  which  promifed 
a  fpeedy  expanfion,  while  the  ftaiks  remained  in  their  withered 
ftate.  Thefe,  however,  grew  green  ;  and  in  this  flare,  for  nearly 
fifteen  days,  the  renovated  plants  continued,  though  the  heat  of  the 

weather  was  intenfe,  and  no  rain  or  vapour  fell  to  refrefli  them. 

At  Viterboj  meanwhile,  the  body  of  St.  Rofe  was  covered  with 
an  abundant  perfpiration. — Near  Mandola,  an  illumined  crofs,  with 
three  lilies,  was,  feen  in  the  air,  which  moved  and  refted  over  the 
celebrated  chapel  of  Loretto. — At  Perugia,  three  ftars  of  a  reful- 
gent brightnefs  appeared  on  the  cheeks  of  the  Virgin,  and  on  the 
forehead  of  tiie  infimt  Jefus,  whom  flie  holds  in  her  arms. — la 
other  places,  fome  ftatues  of  faints  altered  their  pofitions.'     p.  7. 

Thefe  ridiculous  ftories  our  author  very  fenfibly  accounts  for, 
from  the  illufions  to  whici)  the  fenfe  of  light  is  liable ;  from  the 
time  of  the  occurrence  of  fome  of  them,  viz.  in  the  dnik  of  the  even- 
ing, and  from  the  circumftances  of  the  witnefles, — Some  of  them,  as 
that  of  the  lilies  for  inftance,  he  does  not  hefitate  toafcribe  to  a  trick 
played  off  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people.  This  pamphlet  is 
well  u-ritten,  and  bears  the  marks  of  a  liberal  and  inquiring' n)ind, 

A  jSarrative  of  the  Lofs  of  the  Catherine^  Fenus^  and  Piedmont 
Tranfports,  and  the  r/tomas,  Goldtn  Grovtr^  and  yKolus  Merchant 
Ships,  Jiear  JFiy/Houth,  on  VFedncflay  the  I  %th  of  'Nov€7nber  laft^ 
draiun  up  from  Information  taken  on  the  Spot,  by  Charlotte  Smithy 
and  piibllfud for  the  Benefit  of  an  vjifortunole  Survivor  from  one 
of  the  IFrecks,  and  her  Infant  Child.      %vo.      2s.      Low.     1  796. 

The  lofs  of  fix  flilps  off  Portland  ifland,  out  of  the  fleet  under 
convoy  of  admiral  Chriftian,  in  the  tremendous  night  of  the  iSth 
of  November,  1793,  mufl  be  freili  in  every  one's  memor\'.  The 
humanity  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  Smith  has  led  her  to  draw  up  a  fhort 
account  of  the  melancholy  cataftrophe,  for  the  benefit  of  a  woman 
paflenger,  the  fole  furvivor  from  one  of  the  vefTels.  The  admiral 
made  the  fignal  for  llanding  out  to  fea  :  but  thefe  vefTcls,  beaten  back 
to  the  eallvvard,  attempted  to  make  St.  Helen's  or  forne  other  port  : 

'  But 
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*■  But  the  fog  now  gathered  more  heavily  around  them,  mlnglincr 
the  fea  with  the  /l:y  in  drear  confufion, — They  could  diftinguifti 
nothing  through  the  impenetrable  gloom — they  could  hear  nothing 
but  the  roaring  of  the  wind; — yet,  imagining  they  had  fea-room 
enough,  they  were  not  aware  of  the  extreme  peril  they  were  in, 
and  that,  inftead  of  having  cleared  the  Ifle  of  Portland,  they  had 
driven  to  the  weilward  of  it,  and  were  rapidly  approaching  the 
tremendous  breakers  that,  driven  by  a  fouth-well  wind,  thunder 
v/ith  refiftlefs  violence  againil  that  fatal  bank  of  ftones,  which  be- 
ginning at  the  village  of  Chide,  on  the  prefqu'  Ifle  of  Portland, 
connedls  it  with  the  coaft  of  Dorfet. 

*  This  extraordinary  bank  of  ftones  reaches  to  a  place  called 
Burton  Cliff,  a  diftance  of  above  fixteen  miles,  with  a  fingular  va- 
riation in  regard  to  the  pebbles  that  compofe  it. — At  Chifle,  in  the 
Ifle  of  Portbnd,  they  are  as  large  as  eggs,  and  gradually  dirainifli 
from  that  fize  till,  at  Beckfington,  they  are  not  bigger  than  peas  ; 
and,  between  a  place  called  Swyre  and  Burton  Cliff,  they  decline 
infenfiblyinto  a  fine  foft  fand.'      p.  6. 

The  fight  of  the  wreck  muff  have  been  truly  affefting — • 

*  The  orentlcmen  leaving  their  horfes  at  the  Fleet  farm-houfe, 
crofTed  the  Fleet  water  to  the  beach,  and  there,  whatever  idea  had 
been  formed  of  the  fcene  they  were  now  to  witnefs,  was  infinitely 
exceeded  in  horror  by  the  fpeiffacle  before  them.  No  celebrat- 
ed field  of  carnage,  where  the-  heroes  among  mankind  have  ga- 
thered their  bloodieft  laurels,  ever  prefented,  in  proportion  to  its  fize, 
a  more  fearful  fight  than  the  Chiflel-bank  now  exhibited.  It  was 
ffrewn  for  about  two  i^iiles  with  the  dead  bodies  of  men  and  ani- 
mals, with  pieces  of  v.-reck,  and  piles  of  plundered  goods,  which 
groups  of  people  were  at  work  to  carry  away,  regardlefs  of  the  fight 
of  the  drowned  bodies  tliat  filled  the  newly-arrived  fpeftators  with 
grief  and  amazement. 

'  On  the  poor  remains  of  thefe  unfortunate  victims  death  appear- 
ed in  all  its  hideous  forms,  and  indeed  the  particulars  cannot  be 
given — either  the  fea,  or  the  people  who  had  at  firft  gone  down  to 
the  (liore,  had  ftripped  of  every  article  of  cloaths,  thofe  who  had 
probably  ventured,  or  been  thrown  by  the  (iiocks  into  the  water 
u-ith  their  cloaths  on,  as  fome  of  the  officers  certainly  were  cloath- 
cd  at  the  fatal  moment. — The  remains  of  a  military  ftock,  or  the 
wriftbands  and  collars  of  the  fliirt,  or  a  piece  of  blue  pantaloons, 
were  all  of  their  cloaths  that  were  left : — and  when  the  rites  of  fe- 
pulture  were  to  be  performed,  the  lieutenant  of  the  South  Gloucef- 
ter,  who  fuperintended  the  performance  of  this  melancholy  duty, 
'had  no  other  means  of  diftinguiHiing  fome  of'  the  officers  than  by 
tlie  different  appearance  of  their  hands  from  thofe  of  men  who  had 
been  accuftomed  to  hard  labour.'     p,  33. 

The  whole  number  of  dead  found  on  the  beach  was  254. 
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l^he  JmifdiLfiGn  of  the  Lords  Houfe^  or  Parliament^  conjldcrcd 
according  to  anticnt  Records.  By  Lord  Chief  JujYice  Hale. 
To  ivhich  is  prefixed^  by  the  Editor ^  Francis  Hargrove^  Eiq. 
an  intrcduflory  Preface^  including  a  tsurralive  of  the  fame 
Jurifdi^tion  from  the  Acccffion  of  James  the  Firf.  ^to, 
1 1.   Js.     Boards.     Cadeil  rt?/^Davie3.    1/9^. 

Tj^ROM  the  juridical  learning  and  virtuous  integrity  of  fir 
"*•  Matthew  Hale,  the  adminillration  of  juilice  in  this  coun- 
try has  derived  no  inconfiderable  honour ;  and  it  niufl  be 
acknowledged  that  the  deep  and  accurate  refearches  of  t!aat 
venerable  judge,  on  points  of  conftitutiondl  importance,  form 
a  pecuHarly  valuable  part  of  our  legal  hiftory. 

The  claims  of  jurifdi<Slion,  principally  difcufied  in  this 
treatife,  have  long  been  deferted  by  the  houfe  of  lords  :  but 
it  is  interelling  to  the  public  to  be  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
ceedings in  which  a  high  conftituent  part  of  the  leglflature 
widely  overftepped  its  functions,  with  the  aiguments  in  fa- 
vour of  thofe  extra-judicial  encroachments,  and  wiih  the  rca- 
fons  and  fpirited  conduft  by  which  they  were  refilled  with 
long  perfeverance  and  ultimate  fuccefs.  Mr.  Hargravc, 
whofe  profeflional  labours  have  acquired  a  juft  celebrity,  thus 
introduces  the  publication  to  the  notice  of  the  reader — 

'  For  the  original  manufcript  of  the  following  treatife  by  lord 
chief  juftice  Hale,  on  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  houfe  of  lords  or  par- 
liament, the  editor  is  indebred  to  the  very  obliging  comnnniicatioii 
of  a  moft  refpeftable  gentleman  ;  who  is  the  i)refcnt  jxjflefior  of  the 
chief  juftice's  paternal  feat  and  eftate  at  Addcrley,  in  Gloucefter- 
lliiie ;  and  whofe  lady  not  only  is  defcended  from,  but  ib  fole  heir 
at  law  to,  the  chief  juftice.'     p.  i. 

'  It  is  a  long  time  fince  this  treatife  was  printed.  Some  preface 
was  certainly  proper;  and  it  was  the  wifli  of  the  editor  to  u  rite 
one,  as  fuitable  to  the  importnnce  of  the  treatife  as  his  feeble  pow- 
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ers  would  allow.  But  hitherto  he  has  been  prevented  from  per- 
torr.iing  this  taft,  fometinies  by  profeffional  avocation-i,  fometimes 
by  the  prefliire  of  domellic  cares  and  anxieties,  fometimes  by 
broken  or  languid  fpirits,  and  not  unfrequently  by  diftruft  of  him- 
feif.  At  length,  however,  he  feeis  fuch  an  averfenefs  to  further 
pollponing  a  publication  of  the  treatife,  and  fuch  other  reafons  oc- 
cur againft  all  further  poftponement,  that  he  can  no  longer  avoid 
attempting  a  Preface  of  fome  kind.  Accordingly  he  will  now  make 
an  effort  to  introduce  his  readers  to  the  following  treatife,  and  to 
the  progrefs  of  that  judicature  which  is  its  chief  fubject ;  not  in- 
deed under  the  cxpe<fl:ation  of  acquitting  himfelf  in  any  manner 
adequate  to  fo  high,  complicated,  and  delicate  a  topic,  as  the  right 
to  the  fupreme  jurifdiction  of  the  kingdom;  but  yet  with  a  hope, 
th.at  even  his  humble  endeavours  may  throw  fome  light  and  be  of 
iome  fmall  ufe  ;  and  with  a  reliance,  that  he  fliall  experience  a 
Ihare  of  that  lenity  of  criticifm,  which  liberal  minds  rarely  deny  to 
thofe,  who,  confcious  of  great  inferiority  and  imperfection,  follcit 
indulgence. 

'  Lord  Ha'e's  treatife,  now  publiflied,  having  immediate  relation 
to  the  controverfv  heretofore  exiftino,  between  the  lords  and  com* 
mons,  about  the  judicature  of  parliament,  more  efpecially  on  peti- 
tions to  the  lords,  it  may  be  ufeful,  in  the  firrt  place,  to  attempt 
fome  account  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  that  controverfy.-^In 
the  next  place  it  will  naturally  occur  to  explain  to  the  readers,  how 
far  the  writings  of  lord  Hale,  particularly  the  treatife  now  pub- 
Itllied,  apply  to  that  fubjecT:  ;  what  fliare  he  took  in  the  controver- 
iy  ;  what  is  the  general  tendency  of  his  opinions  ;  and  how  far  thofe 
opinions  have,  or  have  not,  prevailed  :  and  alfo  how  far  any  point  of 
ills  dodrine  frill  remains  to  be  decided  upon.'     r.  ii. 

Mr.  Hargrave  here  promifes  much  more  than  the  duty  pf 
an  editor  would  have  obliged  him  to  perfoT;m  :  and  wc  feel 
ouifclves  bound  in  juftice  to  remark,  that  he  has  greatly  ex- 
qeeded  even  v.'hat  he  has  promifed.  His  Preface  extends  to 
tv.'o  hundred  and  twcnty-Jix  pages,  making  more  than  half  the 
volume.  He  apologifes  for  its  length  :  but  the  hiftorical  de- 
tlucflon  and  curious  particulars  which  it  containSj  will,  in  our 
opinion,  render  the  perufal  of  it  highly  inftrudliive  and  agree- 
able. The  following  extract  prefents  a  concife  iketch  of  the 
Iubje£l — 

'  There  are  various  kinds  of  judicature  exercifable  In  parliament. 
- — The  lords  have  a  judicature  for  their  privileges ;  and  liiice  the 
imion  have  had  a.judicature  tor  controverted  eledtions  office  fixteen 
peers  for  Scotland. — The  commons  have  a  judicature  for  the  pri- 
vileges of  their  houfe,  and  alfo  for  determining  matters  relative  to 
the  eleclion  of  their  members. — There  is  a  judicature  for  impeach- 
*af  i:it :  and  unaer  it,  on  the  one  hand,  the  coauncns,  as  the  great 

repreteiitative 
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reprerentatlve  inqueit  of  the  nation,  firft  find  the  crime    and  after- 

fT'J  u  t  \-"Y^'  ""  '^''  °^h^'-  1^^"^^  ^'-'^  lords  exerciie  the 
funa^on  both  of  judge  and  jury,  i„  trial  of  the  cnufe  and  in  d  dd  L' 
.pon  .t  -P.rther,  there  is  a  judicature  for  the  trials  of  peertb! 

cifed  bt^h'^^'f  """S~^'""  ^^  ^''"^  '  '^'"^^  "f  judicature  exer. 
ciled  by  the  lords  m  parliament,  over  claims  of  peeraae  and  offiL 

of  honour,  under  references  from  the  crov/n 

'  But  the  narrative,  the  editor  means  to  offer,  is  :iot  with  a  mn\cn 
lar  v.ew  to  thele  feveral  kinds  of  judicature  ;  for  the  ob  d  is'  SeflJ 
apphcable  and  reftnded  to  the  controverfy  bet.eea  tl  e  t  vo  houfe^s 
of  parliament  -about  the  exercife  of  an  original  jurifdiaion  h, 
the  lords  :novdcaufes,-about  the  exercife  of  an  ippella  tTur^ 
didion  by  the  lords  m  caufes  of  equity,  on  a  petition  to^hcn  f  Iv 

oatlon  of  "T-  VT  ''  "'"^'  '"^  ^'■"^'°"'  —iffion  or  dde! 
gat  on  of  any  kind  from   the  crovvn,-about  the  claim   to  extend 

iuch  ongmal  and  appelbnt  jurifdiftion  to  all  caufes,  ^vhether  t^m, 
poraUr  ecc  efiaftical,  maritime  or  miliLnrv,  which  the    ord    11^1 

tl   I  ""'^^"^''-'-'h°"^  ^^^  ^^^'"■'  '^  -  J^"-'<''i^-n  thus  va  1  a  d 
comprehenfiye,  under  the  fuppofition  of  a  primitive  and  inherent 

tion  of  the  kmgdom,-and  about  the  exercife  of  fuch  oriainil  and 
appellant  junfdic^ion  by  the   lords  finglv,  as  beinain  tS  Ives 
without  any  participation  either  of  the^ki'ng  or  the^.^u  e  of  com 
mons,  the  fupreme  and  dermcr  refort.'     p.  iii.  "" 

tl  J  o'fl'l°''  .^".^' Vetrofpeaive  view,  affigns  the  firft  afl-ump- 

he  lot'      f'T^"'  •';;'^  '^^^■'"^"'  ^^^"'^^^^  °f  jurifdiclion  by 
the  loias,_  to  the  third  parliament  of  James  the  Firft.  The 

^ngular  circumft.nees  which  attended  the  dilToiution  of  ]  s 
fecoud  parliament,  are  related  in  a  note,  that  ^vt  fhali  hy  be! 
thofe  times'-      ''   ''  '"'^'"^^  i\\^ilr.uyc  of  the  hiftory  of 

fcr'i  J  bttlfd'V-f'''^''-r  3'-^^^!  P-ticularity  in  a  curious  manu- 
Icnp t,  ,n  .tied  L.ber  Famihcus,  by   that  eminent  judge  fir  James 
U  hitelocke,  who   was  fether   of  the  famous  fir  Bulftrode   Wh"e! 
JocKe,  and  was  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  James's  third 
parliament   and  was  himfelf  fummoned  to  the  council  board  for    is 
zeal  againft  impohtions  at  the  ports  without  the  confent  of  Lrla- 
nient      This  cunous  manufcript  now  belongs  to  the  judge's  defcen. 
d  n   heutenant-co  onel  Whitelocke,  and  through  his  favour  an    th" 
of  his  brother-m-law  IVIatdiew  Lewis,  cfq.  the  prefent  under  fecre 
ta  y  at  war,  the  writer  of  this  Preface  has  been  long  indulged  wcl, 
the  ufe  of  It      1  hough  the  book  was  profelfedly  intcnded^or  me- 
monals  of  hunielf  and  family,  yet  the  writer  often  extends  bevond 
that  hue  and  intro<luces  anecdotes  and  facfts,  very  illuftrative  of  the 
Mlory  ot  James  the  Hrft  and  of  the  chara«els  of  the  flatefmen  and 

^  *  great 
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great  lawyers  in  that  reign.    The  dilTolution  of  king  James's  fecond 
parliament  is  thus  defcribed  in  this  valuable  manufcript. 

"On  Tuefday  the  7th  of  June  1614  the  parliament  wa'S  dififblved, 
in  that  manner  that  all  good  people  were  very  forry  for  it.  I  think 
it  not  fit  to  play  the  part  of  a  hiftoriographer  about  it :  but  I  pray 
God  we  never  fee  the  like.  On  Wedneldav  following,  in  the  morn- 
ing, myfeif,  Mr.  Thomas  Crew,  and  others,  that  were  affigned  by 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  be  agents  in  the  conference  defired  bv  the 
commons  with  the  lords  concerning  impofitions,  were  called  to  the 
council  table  at  Whiteha!',  where  having  every  one  delivered  what 
part  he  was  afligned  unto,  wr  were  all  commanded  to  burn  the 
notes,  arguments,  and  collections,  we  had  made  for  the  preparing 
ourfelves  to  the  conference.  I  brought  mine  to  the  clerk  of  the 
council  Mr.  Cottingham,  the  fame  afternoon,  being  twenty-four 
fides  in  folio  written  with  my  own  hand,  and  faw  them  burnt. 

"  The  parts  were  thus  afligned. — Sir  Henry  Montagu,  recorded 
of  London  and   the  king's   ferjeant,  was  appointed  to  fhew   the 
caufes,  why  we  defired  this   conference.     This  fliould  have  been 
by  itfelf,  and   the  conference  at  another  time  after. — Sir  Francis 
Bacon   was   to  have  made  the  introduction  to  the  bufinefs,  and  fo 
fet  the  ftate  of  the  queflion. — Sir  Edward  Sandys  was  to  fliew,  that 
the  king's  impofing,  without  afTent  of  parliament,  was  contrary  to 
the  natural  frame  and  conftitution  of  the  policy  of  the  kingdom,  as 
that  it  was  a  right  of  majefty  and  fovereign  power,  which  the  kings 
of  England  could  not  exercife  but  in  parliament ;  as   that  of  law- 
making, nvA\\v?X\z\\.\g^.ultlma  provQcatio,  and  tl)e  like. — Mr.  Thomas 
Crew  was  to  fliew  the  reafon  and  judgment  of  the  common  law  of 
the  land,   that   which  is   inter  privatum   et  content iojhm.,  to  be    the 
^ame. — T  was   appoinl-ed  to  fliew   the  practice  of  the  ftate  in  the 
"very  point,  as  being  the  beil  evidence  to  fliew  whether  it  were  .\ 
fovereign ty   belonging  to  the  king  in  parliament  or  out  of  parlia- 
ment, and  to  me  were  alfigned  the  reigns  of  E.  i.  E.  2.  and  E.  3. 
the  heat  of  all  the  bufinefs. — The  time  from  50  E.  3,  to  3.  and  4. 
Philip  and  Mary,  during  which  time  there  was  not  an  impofition 
fet  on  but  by  afient  of  parliament,   was  affigned  to  Thomas  Went- 
worth,  of  Lincoln's   Inn,    and  to  John    Holkins,  of  the    Middla 
Temple. — The  time  from  3.  and  4.  Philip  and  Mary  to  this  pre- 
fent  was  afligned  to  Nicholas  Hyde,  of  the  Inner  Temple. — There 
were  appointed   to  anfwer  objedions   Mr.   Jones,  Mr.  Chibborn, 
and  Mr.  Plakewell,  of  Lincoln's  Inn. — Sir  Roger  Owen  was  ap- 
po'nted  to  fliew,  that   no  foreign  ftate  could   or  did  fet  on  as  the 
kii.gs  of  England  did. —  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  v/as  appointed  to  opea 
the  matter  ot  inconvenience  to  the  common  profit  of  the  kingdom. 
' — Sir  Samuel  Sandys  was  to  conclude  the  bulinefs. 

*'  The  fame   8th   of  June,  after  we   had   been  ^"ith  the  lords, 

there   were   fent  to   thi  Tower  four   narliameui   men  ;  fir  Walter 

Chute,  Mr.  Chriftopher  Nevill,  Vounger  Ion  to  lord  Abcrgavet  ny, 

■  '  8  ■        ■  Mr. 
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IVIr,  Wentworth,  and  Mr.  Hoftins.  All  the  while  the  lords  /kt, 
the  king  was  in  the  clerk  of  the  councirs  chamber.  I  faw  him 
look  through  an  open  place  in  the  hangings,  about  the  bignefs  of 
the  palm  of  one's  hand,  all  the  while  the  lords  were  in  with  us. 

"  We  were  all  fent  out  of  the  chamber;  and  then  Mr.  Went, 
worth  and  Mr.  Holkins  were  fent  for  back  into  the  chamber,  and 
after  fome  fpeech  unto  them  by  the  lords  they  were  fent  to  the 
Touer. 

"  Sir  Joha  Savii  knight  for  Yorkfhire  and  fir  Edward  Sandys 
were  called  before  the  lords  and  difmifTed  upon  bonds.  iiO  was  fir 
Kdward  Gyles,  of  Devonfiiire,  and  diverfe  others,  as  fir  Roger 
Owen.  There  were  diverfe  put  out  of  the  commiflion  of  the 
peace,  as  fir  John  Savil,  fir  Roger  Owen,  fir  Edward  Philips,  Mr, 
Nicholas  Hide,  and  others. 

'•  There  were  committed  to  the  Tower  fhortly  after  the  parlia- 
ment, fir  Charles  Cornwallis  and  Dr.  Sharpe  archdeacon  of  Berks, 
for  conferences  laid  to  their  charge  with  IMr.  Holkins  about  pariia- 
rnept  matters. 

."  Thefe  things  I  would  not  meddle  with,  but  they  happened 
where  I  was  an  agent. 

"  Jn  September  1614,  fir  Edward  Philips,  mafter  of  the  rolls 
died  of  an  ague.  He  fell  fick  at  Wanftead  in  Eflex,  and  came 
from  thence  to  the  roils,  and  there  died  :  he  was  my  very  good 
friend.  It  is  thought  that  grief  he  took  at  the  king's  difpleafure  to- 
wards him  for  his  foirs  roughnefs  in  the  parliament,  hailcned  hi, 
death  :  but  I  cannot  think  that  a  man  can  be  fuch  a  mope."  p.  ix. 

We  queflion  whether,  In  this  boaftcd  age  of  bufinefs,  the 
oppofition  or  the  fupport  of  any  confcquential  public  mea- 
I'ure  would  be  arranged  with  a  precifion  and  fagacity  equal 
to  the  plan  detailed  in  the  foregoing  extrat't.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  our  hoitfe  of  commons  had  fo  httle  power, 
when  it  had  fo  much  patriotifm.  Since  that  period  there  has 
been  a  confideral)le  accefTion  of  importance  to  the  popular 
branch  of  the  legiilature  :  and  we  fmcerely  hope  that  no  foun- 
dation now  exiils  for  a  complaint  vice  verja. 

From  the  third  parliament  of  James  the  Firft',  till  within  a 
century  from  the  prefent  period,  the  unconftitutional  preten- 
fions  of  the  lords  to  an  txclujlve  and  original  right  of  civil  and 
criminal  judicature  were  at  various  times  vehemently  aHert- 
ed,  and  were  as  vigilantly  oppofedby  the  commons ;  the  prefs 
was  not  idle :  and  among  the  many  fornn"dable  champions 
who  engaged  in  the  contoil:,  the  enihufiaft  Lilburne  and  the 
laborious  Prynne  were  mod  confpicuous  ;  thefe  two  cele- 
brated characters,  whofe  fellow  fufferings  in  the  caufe  of  pu- 
ritanifm  and  liberty  are  well  known  in  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
times,  took  different  fides  in  thi^  quarrel ;  Lilburne  ftill  fu- 
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tioufly  averting  popular  rights,  nnd  Frynne  being  transform* 
ed  into  an  equally  indefatigable  defender  of  the  claims  of  the 
ariftncracy.  This  part  of  Mr.  Hargrave's  Preface  (p.  Ixi  to 
Ixxxvi),  contains  an  interefting  account  of  the  origin  and  cha- 
racter of  the  fe£l  called  '  Levciler- ,' —  of  the  controverfy  on  the 
lords'  judicature,  between  Lllburne  and  Prynncj — and  of  the 
latter's  mifcellaneous.and  voluminous  writings.  Mr.  Hargrave 
examines  and  refutes  fe.cral  of  Prynne's  laboured  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  high  pretenfions  of  the  lords,  and  accufes 
him  of  'aiming  to  put  all  the  jurifdictions  of  the  kingdom, 
not  only  under  the  controul,  but  at  the  entire  difpofal  of  an 
hereditary  ariftocracy.'  This,  to  be  fure,  was  notorioufly  in- 
confillent  condud:  in  a  partif\n  who  had  formerly  loji  his 
ean  in  the  defence  of  democratic  opinions.  The  character 
pf  that  extraordinary  man,  as  an  author,  is  thus  candidly  and 
juftly  appreciated  by  oar  editor — 

'  It  is  not  intended  by  thefe  ftrictures  upon  Mr.  Prynne  to  deny  to 
him  his  proper  merits.  It  is  necefTary  to  guard,  both  againft  too  eafy  a 
credence  of  his  reprefentations  of  the  judicature  of  the  lords  and 
againft  the  influence  of  his  opinions  as  a  lawyer  upon  that  fubjeft 
and  otherwife;  and   for  that    purpole   it  is   fit,  that   his  faults  and 
bleiniihes  as  a  writer  fhoiild   be  in   fome  degree  exhibited.     Such 
precautions  are  more   frrongly   called  for ;   becaufe  throughout  his 
leo-al  writings  he   is  continually  carping  at  that  great  oracle  of  our 
law  lord  Coke  with  a  very  difgufting  coarfenefs  ;  and  it  is  fome- 
times  a  falhion  to  countenance  Prynne  in  fuch  licentious  difrefpeft. 
At  the  fame  time  it  is  but  juftice  to  him  to  acknowledge,  that   his 
contributions  to  the  elucidation  of  oi:r  law  and  hillory,  more  efpe- 
cially  in  points  relative  to  our  government  and  conftitution,  are  very 
numerous  and  important ;  that  his  laborious   collections  from  re- 
cords and  other  the  beil  fources  are  highly  valuable  ;  and  that  his 
remarks   and  inferences,  though  frequently  disfigured  by   the  un- 
governablenefs  of  his  bigotry  and  of  his  outrageous  prejudices,  and 
ever  to  be  received  with  peculiar  caution,  evince  great  force  of  in- 
teilecl,  and  often  adminiiler  vait  aid  to  the  n.oft  fober  and  profound 
inquiry.'     p.  Ixxxvi. 

The  laft  revival  of  the  difpute  between  the  two  houfes  on 
the  fubjecl  of  judicature  occurred  in  the  difcuffion  of  the 
celebrated  cafe  of  the  Aileibury  eleClion,  in  the  firit  parlia- 
ment of  queen  Anne.     The  editor  remarks,  that — 

'  The  direct  fubjeil  of  the  cafe  was  the  jurifdiftion  over  the 
ri^ht  of  voting  for  members  of  parliament  ;  the  lords  adjudging, 
on  a  writ  of  error,  that  an  elector,  whofe  vote  is  wilfully  refufed 
by  a  returning  officer,  may  maintain  an  actioa  on  the  cafe  for  da- 
flnages  againft  him  ;  and  the  commons  moft  ftrenuoufly  infifting, 
7  ■  that 
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ttiflt  matters  of  eleaion  were  the  peculiar  of  their  houfe  nnd  only  ex-' 
aminable  by  then.fdves,  except  in  certain  fpecial  cafes  provided  for 
by  flatute  ;  and  that  to  allow  fuch  an  action  was  to  expofc  their  deci- 
fions    on  the  rights    of  voting,  to  the   controul,  pririKiriiv    of  the 
courts  of  Weftmlnder  Hall,  and  fecondarilv  of  the  hoiife  of  lords 
But  incidentally  this  cafe  fo  far  produced  a  confideration  of  the^ap- 
pellant  junfdiaion  exercifed  by   the  lords,  as  to  giv€  to  the  coni- 
mons   the  opportunity  of  renewing  their  antient  obj-.-aions  on  that 
head.     It  was  not  till  quite  in  the  latter  ftage  of  the  long  and  vio- 
lent contention  between  the  two  houf^s,  that  the  point  of  appellant 
judicature  occurred.    It  was  jufl  after  two  very  memorable  and  in- 
terefting  refolutions  of  the  lords,  one  about  the  right  to  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  and  the  other  about  the  right  to  writs  of  error.   By 
rhe^firft  of  thofe  refolutions,  the  lords,  as  if  they  difdained  the  pre- 
lenuon  to  have  even  their  own  commitments  lefs  open  to  examina- 
tion by  the  judges  than   commitments  by  thofe  ac^tincr  under  royal 
authority,  declared,  «  that   every  Engliftman,  who  !s  imprifoned 
by  any  authority  whatever,  has  an  undoubted  right,  bv  his  agents 
or  friends,  to  apply  for  and  obtain  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  in  or- 
der to  procure  his  liberty  by  due  courfe  of  law."     r.  cxcviii. 

The  ariertion  of  thefe  popular  and  conftitutional  doctrine-; 
fcythc  lords  certainly  did  them  great  credit :  but  that  credit 
•vyas  Icarcely  fuflicient  to  palliate  the  glaring  impropriety  of- 
tneir  interference  with  the  eledion  judicature  of  the  com- 
mons. 1  lie  refult  of  this  violent  conteft  is  thus  related  by  the 
editor —  ■^ 

.  *  The  lords,  though  perhaps  fm-  the  moment  fomewhat  elevated 
by  the  popularity,  which  from  various  circumftnnc^  was  attache-] 
to  their  hde  of  the  queftion  in  the  Ailelburv  cafe,  ceafed  to  encou-' 
rage  interference  with  the  judicature  of  the  commons  over  the  nahts 
ol  eledion  :--ceafed  to  meddle  with  original  jurifdiaion  :~ceaic-d 
10  countenance  attempts  to  introduce  original  caufes  under  the  dif 
.^luieot  being  appellant  :-ceafed  to  extend  their  exercife  o^app.^l- 
lant  junfdiaion  beyond  examining  judgment';  at  law  under  writs  of 
error  and  decrees  of  our  courts  of  equity  upon  petition:,  of  appeal  •-. 
cealed  to  meddle  with  appeals  from  fentences  of  ecclefiaftical  comiT- 
and  other  courts  of  fpecial  jurifdiaion  :— ceafed  to  advance  claims' 
oi  univerfal  jurifdiaion  both  original  and  appellant  ;_ceafed  to 
^tate  themfelves  as  being  inciiifively  the  virtual  abforbina  and  inhe- 
rent  reprefentatives  of  the  king  and  commons  in  mattert  of  jndic-i- 
:>i.x',  and  ,n  efFea  for  that  purpofc  the  full  and  whole  parliament, 
:ind  as  Inch  the  fupreme  and  laft  refort. 

'  On  the  other  hai-.d  the  commons  were  not  wholly  unforbear, 
ng.-^They  ceafed, to  interrupt  the  excrcife  of  appellant  jurifdiaion 
-Tthe  lords  over  decrees  of  our  courts  of  equity.-They  ceafed  .0 
cproach  the  lords  for  fuch  exercife  of  judicature  as  '^n  affumntioa 
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by  the  lords  "  contrnry  to  the  known  laws  of  parliament,  and  tend- 
ing to  overthrow  the  rights  and  liberties  of  England."  — Nay,  thev 
have  even  torborn  to  revive  confidering  the  right  of  the  lords,  to 
fine  the  commons  of  England  for  breach  of  privilege,  and  to  im- 
prifon  them  on  that  account  beyond  the  fitting  of  parliament ;  not- 
withllanding  the  objedions  heretofore  fo  ftrongly  urged  againfi  both 
of  thofe  pra^Sices  ;  and  notwithilanding  the  laudable  abllinence  of 
the  commons  themfelves,  from  attempting  to  vindicate  the  breach 
of  their  own  privileges,  otherwife  than  by  an  imprifonment,  which, 
if  not  fooner  determined  by  their  own  aft,  of  courfe  ceafes  when 
parliameMt  is  either  dillblved  or  prorogued.'     p.  ccvii. 

After  tlius  terminating  the  hillory  of  the  quarrel  between     , 
the  two  houfes,  Mr.  Hargrave  gives  an  account  of  feyeral  ma-    1 
iiufcript  trentiff's  on  the  fubje6l  by  lord  chief  juftice  Haie,  to- 
gether with  a  fum mary  of  that   learned  judge's  opinions,  in 
oppofuion  to  the  dilFerent  claims  by  the  peers. 

We  have  hitherto  forborne  to  mention  that  Mr.  Hargrave 
frequently  introduces  in  his  Preface  very  humiliating  profef- 
fions  of  inability  for  the  performance  of  his  editorial  under- 
taking.    Such  efFufions  of  querulous  diffidence,  as   we  have 
met  with  in  feveral  pafTages  on  this  topic,  would,  in  our  opi- 
nion, have   been   unbecoming  even   in  a   young  editor,  and 
when  contrafled  with  the  legal  experience  and  acknowledged 
abilities  of  Mr.  Hargrave,  have  fomething  abjeft  in  their  ap- 
pearance.— We  can  fympathife  with  perfonal  difficulties  which 
may   have  contributed  to  contra6l   the  editor's  favorite  re- 
fearches  :  but  '  ex  pede  Herciiicm:''  he  has  already  done  that 
which  entitles   him  to  fpeak  of  his  labours  in  a  more  manly 
tone.     Dr.  Tohnfoiij  in  the  Preface  to  his  Didlionary,  pathe- 
tically recounts   the  various  embarraffiments  under  which  it 
was  compiled  :  but  the  complaints  of  that  illuftrious  writer, 
while  they  powerfully  intereil  our  feelings,  never  violate  the 
fancluary  of  our  rcfpe£l.    We  hope  that  Mr.  Hargrave,  in  his 
future  publications,  will  profit  by  this  hint,  and  that  his  pen 
will  not  produce  fuch  another  fpecimen  of  bloated  and  ridicu- 
lous antithetical  verbofity,  as  the  following  paflage  near  the 
conclufion  of  the  Preface  — 

'  He'  (the  editor)  'is  aware,  that  there  are  perfons,  who,  with  the 
fame  advantage  of  materials  and  the  f«nie  induflry  in  the  ufe  of 
them,  would  have  eafiiy  managed  to  avoid  fuch  a  bulk  of  preface. 
It  is  one  of  the  charadterifticks  of  genius,  to  create  bv  extratfting, 
to  amplify  by  reducing,  to  harmonize  by  diftributing,  to  enliven 
by  difburthening,  to  allure  by  adorning,  to  imprefs  by  gratifying, 
to  detain  by  interefting,  to  abbreviate  by  concentrating,  and  to 
convince  by  combining.  Through  fuch  powers  and  fuch  lights 
and  fliades  of  compofition,  the  ponderous  drofs,    v.'hich  adheres  to 
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encircles  fvvells  and  deadens  this  preface,  would  be  elenred  awav. 
Thus  the  mift  and  darknefs  of  conftitutional  antiquities  would  be 
difperfed  into  clearnefs,  the  abftraftion  of  juridical  hlllory  would 
be  embelliflied  into  aguablenefs,  the  copioufnefs  of  materials 
would  be  analized  into  fliortnels,  and  the  drynefs  of  information 
would  be  ripened  into  the  fulnefs  of  conviclion. — But  to  this  eleva- 
tion of  writing,  the  prefacer  is  a  flranger.  His  humble  procefs 
confifts  of  the  reiterations  of  indullrv.  What  himfelf  with  diffi- 
culty conceives  and  obtains,  he  with  like  difficihy  prepares  for 
communication  :  and  his  chief  claim  upon  his  readers  now  is,  as  it 
has  been  upon  former  occafions,  the  finccrity  of  his  zeal  to  contri- 
bute to  their  information,  upon  fiich  ferious  topicks,  as  are  wiihin 
the  limited  fphere  of  his  ftudies  and  experience.  It  is  for  interior 
workmen,  fuch  as  himfelf,  to  dig  the  clay  and  to  embody  it.  To 
li:;ht  the  Promethean  torch,  and  to  infule  foul  into  compolirion,  be- 
longs to  thofe  of  a  far  higher  order.  Such  fuperior  perfons  might 
be  expeifled  to  analize  the  deep  and  copious  reafonings  of  lord  Hale 
into  compreflion.'      p.  ccxxv. 

Notwithftandlng  the  blemlflies  we  have  noticed  in  Mr. 
Hargrave's  Preface,  we  do  not  retract  our  praifc  of  the  variety 
of  interefting  matter  it  comprehends.  Mr.  Hargrave's  hiftorical 
documents  are  corre<!^,  and  many  of  them  curious  and  ori- 
ginal; he  has  arranged  his  materials  w^ith  perfpicuity  ;  and  his 
reafonings  are  thofe  of  a  profound  lawyer,  and  a  man  of  ta- 
lents. 

The  tveatife  of  lord  chief  juflice  Hale  on  this  very  impor- 
t:int  and  fliarply  contefied  quellion  of  jurifdittion  is  worthy 
of  its  learned  and  venerable  author,  and  of  the  attention 
which  the  refnectable  editor  has  beftowed  on  its  publication  ; 
to  the  legal  antiquary,  it  will  preient  a  valuable  treafure  of 
authorities  and  iliullrations,  and  to  the  conftitutional  lawyer, 
a  fatisfa£lory  and  fpirited  vindication  of  the  judicature  of  the 
country,  from  encroachments  which  threatened  ferious  inju- 
ry to  its  radical  principles. 

Tin  Paradife  of  Tajlc.  By  Jlfxcvider  Thomfon^  Efq.  Author 
of  I-Vbiji,  a  Pcem.  4/0.  bs.  feii:ed.  CadcU  and  Davies. 
1796. 

/^\F  all  the  works  of  poetry  the  moft  ^emane  are  thofe  which 
^^^  are  built,  not  upon  moral  fentimcnt,  however  elevated, 
or  defcription,  however  appropriate,  but  upon  '  the  bafelcfs 
fabric  of  a  vifion,' — thofe,  in  fliovt,  which,  leaving  the  track 
of  cold  realities,  make  excurfions  into  the  world  of  fancy,  and 
create  the  fcenes  they  paint;  and  thofe  are  the  moll  difficult 
which  join  the  fober  decifions  of  judgment,  or  the  maxims  of 
important  truths,   to  the  fnlcndor  of  brilliant  fiction.    A  well 

conducted 
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conducled  allegory  ranks  therefore  aniong  the  moft  arduous 
efforts  of  genius,  and  is  a  walk  in  which  fome  of  the  greateft 
Tnafters  have  diftinguiftied  themfelves.  Mr.  Thomfon  (ad- 
vantageoufly  known  to  the  world  as  the  author  of  a  poem  on 
the  game  of  whift)  brings  to  the  enterprife  no  fmall  {hare  of 
talent  and  imagination  }  and  though  he  has  not  executed  the 
•whole  of  the  plan  he  has  laid  down  to  himfelf,  and  though 
his  work  is  in  many  parts  unequal,  it  will  not  be  denied  by 
thofe  who  are  qualified  to  judge,  that  he  has  prefented  the 
•world  with  a  very  pleafing  poem.  The  iirfl  canto,  entitled 
the  Library,  contains  a  defcription  of  the  different  fpecies  of 
fme  writing,  with  a  general  eulogium  on  the  pleafures  derived 
from  literature ;  though  the  verfes  are  good,  it  might  have 
been  fpared  without  any  injury  to  the  plan  of  the  poem.  The 
next  canto  is  entitled  the  Vlfion :  —  as  the  author  is  mufing  on 
the  productions  of  genius  which  furround  him,  and  forming  the 
•wi(h  to  deduce  from  them  a  fort  of  code  of  the  laws  of  tafte, 
an  etherial  form  appears  to  him — 

•  A  funny  radiance  brighten'd  al!  his  face, 
And  on  his  cheek  in  living  ludre  gl:'w'd 
Unfading  beauty  and  immortal  yroth  : 
On  ev'ry  quick  and  penetrating  r  ance 
•  That  beam'd  refulgent  from  his  eagle  eye, 
Decifion  hung — and  yet  the  piercrig  flame 
Was  kindly  temper'd  with  a  fofter  ray  ; 
His  polifird  brow,  where  open  candor  flione. 
In  turban'd  form  a  filken  fillet  bound 
Of  verdant  hue,  o'er  which  an  oflrich  plume 
Its  graceful  length  of  I'nowy  whitenefs  wav'd  ; 
Behind,  adown  his  flioulders'  eafy  flope, 
The  rich  luxuriance  of  his  raven  hair 
In  glofiy  ringlets  fell ;  his  mantle,  dyed 
In  all  the  frethnefs  of  ethereal  blue, 
Around  his  limbs  in  carelefs  beauty  flow'd, 
Difplay'd  his  matchlefs  fymmetry  of  iliape,  ^ 
And  left  each  motion  free — ench  motion  too 
Was  harmony  and  grace. — The  bright  difplay 
Of  charms  eternal,  thus  at  once  reveal'd, 
With  quick  furprize  o'erwhehn'd  my  dazzled  fenfe, 
And  down  I  funk,  unable  to  fuftain 
The  weight  of  Vifion  ;  but  the  gracious  pow'r 
With  pity's  mild  regard  my  weaknefs  view'd, 
And  from  the  ground  my  fainting  courage  rais'd  ; 
Then  thus  he  fpokc — but  in  a  voice,   whofe  tones 
Had  more  of  melody  than  e'er  was  call'd, 
In  old  Ai'cadian  times,  from  lute  or  harp, 
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(Or  if  aught  eife  more  turjeable  and  fweet 
Than  lute  or  harp)   by  toucli  of  mortal  hand. 

"  Why,  deareft  youth,  this  ufelefs  terroi-  now  ? 
In  me  thou  fee'ft  no  formidable  fiiape 
Of  vengermce  or  of  fear — but  Iiim,  to  whom 
Tiiou  flill,  unbid)  haft  willing  homage  paid — • 
The  judge  of  beauty,  elegance,  and  grace, 
Both  in  corporeal  and  in  mental  forms— 
The  Pow'r  of  Tafle — '  p.  ig. 

•w^hoj  after  addrefling  the  author  in  \txjfatterlng  terms,  fnatchss 
his  hand,  and  carries  him  a  great  way  out  into  the  open  air,— 

*  Until  at  length'  (fays  he)  '  I  found  myfelf  again     . 

On  foHd  ground,  and  conftant  by  my  fide 

The  heav'nly  Vifion  flood. — Before  my  fight 

Appear'd  a  wall  of  adamantine  rock, 

Whofe  lofty  fummit,  mingling  with  the  clouds^ 

Ev'n  to  the  fowls  of  heav'n  accefs  denied. — 

One  gate  alone,  of  vaft  gigantic  fize, 

■■J  '  O    O  / 

Whofe  brilliant  firufture  glitter'd  from  afar, 

Afforded  entrance  to  the  fcenes  within — 

Fafl  lock'd  it  feem'd  ;  and  as  we  nearer  drew, 

I  faw  the  frame  itfelf  was  neither  wrouoht 

Of  drudging  filver,  nor  of  gaudy  o-old, 

But  polifli'd  ebony,  whofe  fullen  hue 

To  mod  advantage  fet  the  luftre  off 

Of  thofe  fymbolic  forms,  which  art  divine 

Had  there  poiirtray'd  with  colours  brought  from  heav'n. 

High  in  the  front  the  critic  balance  hung.'     p.  25. 

This  gate,  hke  that  of  Dante,  has  an  infcription,  the  pur- 
port of  which  is,  that  it  will  not  open  to  the  cold  pedant,  or 
the  felfifh  Have  of  interell,  but  to  thofe  favoured  from  tlicir 
birth  by  the  gentler  powers  of  harmony  and  feeling.  The 
third  canto,  the  Garden  of  Beauty,  properly  begins  the  dcfign 
of  the  poem,  which  is  to  clafs  and  arrange  in  different  groupes 
the  great  mailers  who  have  excelled  in  every  kind  of  line 
wrhing.  The  idea  might,  perhaps,  be  fuggefted  by  Voltaire's 
Temple  de  Gout.  This  is  a  matter  whicli  mull  be  in  feme  de- 
gree arbitrary.  Though  the  laws  of  tafle  have  a  real  founda- 
tion, the  application  of  them  depends  very  much  upon  each 
vmn's  particular  tafle  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  no  two  perfons 
■would  agree  upon  precifely  the  fame  claffification.  We  do 
not,  therefore,  feel  difpofcd  in  general  to  bring  forward  our 
own  private  opinions, — which,  after  all,  are  but  our  opinions, 
.— againil  thofe  of  the  author,  efpcciaily  as  we  fully  acquiefcc 
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in  his  ol>rervation  delivered  in  the  Preface,  that  *  in  eflimating 
the  merit  of  a  poetical  performance,  the  foundnefs  of  critical 
opinion  difplayed  in  it,  fliould  only  be  confidered  as  a  fe- 
condary  point.'  In  the  garden  of  beauty,  which  is  defcribed 
■with  much  luxuriance  of  fancy,  are  placed  in  pairs  Terence 
and  La  Fontaine,  Theocritus  and  Gefner,  Anacreon  and  Ca- 
tullus; tlien  Oi  quartetto  of  Xenophon,  Cicero,  Addifon,  and 
Voltaire  ;  then  in  pairs  TaOb  and  Guarini,  Racine  and  Rou-e, 
Horace  and  Metaflafio,  Virgil  and  Pope.  We  do  not  per- 
ieclly  underfland  the  principle  on  which  they  are  thus  group- 
ed ;  the  lirft  pair,  and  the  lad  but  one,  feem  to  be  brought 
tog.ether  on  the  principle  of  contrafl.  'J^he  garden  confifts  in 
a  fucceffion  of  rich  and  varied  fcenes,  all  illuminated  only  by 
the  fober  light  of  the  dav/n.  The  celeftial  guide  then  conducts 
hiis  pupil  \o  the  Vale  of  Pity  :  here  the  light  of  day  fuddenly 
fails  him,  thefe  regions  enjoying  only  a  foft  romantic  moou- 
ii-ht— 

*  But  o'er  thefe  barren  dales  and  hills  of  fnow 

The  q^ueen  of  night  fo  foft  a  mantle  threw  ; 

And  flept  fo  Aveetly  on  the  banks  below. 

That  all  was  beauty  to  the  raptur'd  view. 

Defcending  ftill,  we  heard  a  diflant  found 

Of  waters  nnirm'ring  foft  their  liquid  fong. 

And  foon  efpied  a  brook,  with  willows  crown'd.'  p.  55. 

On  the  bank  he  efpies  Sappho,  Tibullus,  Petrarch,  and 
Shenftone  :  but  while  he  is  contemplating  this  tender  groupe, 
tlie  power  feizes  his  hand — 

'  It  is  not  fiife,  my  child,  to  linger  here, 
Where  all  the  air  is  fill'd  with  am'rous  fio-hs, 
And  the  brook  fwell'd  with  many  a  tender  tear, 
Defcending  flowly  from  enamour'd  eyes.'     p.  57, 

He  then  takes  him  further  in  the  vale — ■ 

' to  nobler  fcenes  of  manly  grief.' 


Here  he  finds  on  a  heath,  beneatii  a  blaflied  birch,  OJJian  alone* 
As  the  poetry  of  Oflian  is  ufually  thought  to  belong  to  the 
fublime,  the  propriety  of  placing  him  in  the  Vale  of  Pity 
might  well  be  difputeJ:  but  the  allufion  to  the  controvcrfy  con- 
cerning Ofiian  is  ingenioufly  managed.  The  poet  eagerly 
advances  to  the  bard  to  beg  him  to  clear  his  doubts  :  but  he 
vaniflies  in  mift,  and  the  power  obferves — ■ 

*  We  came  not  here  all  myft'ries  to  explore.' 

We  are  now  carried  to  the  lonely  cave  of  Sorrow — 
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■*  Wlthia  that  cave  two  priefts  of  Pity  dwell, 

*^ro  whom  her  fweeteft,  pureil  noTes  belong, 

Who  dipt  their  tragic  urns  in  Nature's  we!!, 

And  drew  from  thence  alone  the  weeping  fong.'     P.  60. 

Thefe  are  Euripides  and  Otv/ay.  In  a  ftiil  deeper  fiiade, 
^here  even  the  light  of  the  moon  is  withdrawn,  are  placed 
Sophocles,  Southerne,  and  Crebillon  ; — further  on,  Sterne 
alone  ; — then  in  ibe  Fault  of  M'^oe — 

'  Where  moving  paffion  reached  its  laft  degree,' 

Richardfon,  Roufieau,  and  Goethe.     Richard fon,  called  \h.z 
pricji  of  virtue^  is  elegantly  chara6lerifed  ;  but  we  fear  the 
admirers  of  Rouileau  will   hardly  forgive  Mr.  Thomfon  for 
placing  him  at  the  feci  of  the  Englilh  novelift — • 
'  Two  pcnfive  pupils  at  his  feet  were  laid,' 

This  is,  however,  on  the  whole,  a  very  pleading  and  poetic 
canto.     The  next  is  the  Honje  of  Ridicule  ;  in  this  canto  our 
author  has  unfortunately  thought  it  neceflary  to  imitate  the 
burlefque  manner  of  the  writers  he  defcribes.     We  fay  '  un- 
fortunately,' becaufe   the  Hudibraitic  meafure,  and  the  buf- 
foonery which  he  affc6ls,  harmonife  very  ill  with  the  ferious 
air  of  the  reft  of  the  poem,  and  indeed  with  what  ought  to  be 
the  defign  of  this  part  of  it,  in  which  it  was  by  no  means  ne- 
ceflary to  make  us  laugh,  but  to  appreciate  the  comparative 
merits  of  thole  who  had  diverted  us.     Li^nder  this  miRake,  hs 
makes  Ariltophanes,  Plautus,  and  Rabelais  (the  firft  groups 
we  here  meet  with)  divert  themfelves  with  throwing  a  mefs 
of  hot  hafty-pudding  into  each- other's  faces.     He  next  dif- 
covers  Martial  and  Congreve  playing  at  battledore  and  (huttle- 
cock  ;  next  Juvenal  and  Boiieau,  Lucian  and  S -I'ift,  Butier 
and  Prior,  Cervantes,  Moliere,  and  Fielding.     The  Houfe  of 
Ridicule  is   illuminated  with  artificial  light.     Though  this 
canto  is  not  void  of  fancy,  it  is  certainly  the  leaft  attra6iive 
of  the  feven.     We  ar6  next  invited  to  climb  the  AJoiintaln  of 
Sublimity.     This  canto  is  in  blank  verfc.     On   a  lofty  pyra- 
mid, but  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  are  placed  Statius  and 
Young,  defcribed  as  often  fubiime,  but  more  frecjuently  ob- 
fcure  and  atiedted  ; — fomewhat  lugher,  Lucan  and  Corneille  ; 
— then,  on  the  mountain  itfelf,  which  enjoys  a  brilliant  fun- 
fhine,  three  groupes  of  thr.ee,  Plato,  Demofthenes,  and  I^on- 
ginus, — Lucretius,  Thomfon,  and  Akcniuk^, — Pindar,  Dryden, 
and  Gray  ;  then,  on   the  very  piimacle,  Plomer  and   .\iilroii 
fitting  under  a  venerable  oak :  as  they  fat,  tl;c  poet  adds,  they 
appeared  of  equal  fize  ;  but — 

'  — when  each  uj;rear'd 

His  mighty  ftaturc,  Brifaia's  giant  Ion 

Would  prcudJy  rife,  and  leave  ihc  C-reek  !/e!ow.'   p.  103, 
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We  are  now  conducted  to  the  Ifland  of  Fancv-,  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  which  forms  the  laft,  and  (as  from  the  fubjedl  it  ought 
to  be)  the  mod  poetical  of  the  cantos.  This  brilhant  region  is. 
illuminated  by  two  meridian  funs,  and  peopled  by  all  the  ficti- 
tious beings  that  have  been  introduced  into  works  of  imagina- 
tion. He  is  conveyed  to  it  by  a  vefiel  that  lies  on  the  beach, 
as  foon  as  he  enters  which — 

'  The  living  bark  two  wings  expanded  wide, 

And  flew  with  eagle  fpeed  acrofs  the  foaming  tide.'  r.  io3. 

After  failing  fome  time — - 

'  Array'd  in  mift,  an  ifland  vaft  and  wide 

Came  onward  floating  thro'  the  purple  tide.*      p.  109. 

On  this  ifland  when  he  has  fet  his  feet,  he  finds  all  the 
productions  di3erent  from  thofe  of  common  nature  :— ^ 

'  Nor  were  the  trees  like  thofe  of  other  foils ; 
Each  barren  branch  was  rough  with  golden  ore. 
And  each  prolilic  blufli'd  with  precious  fpoils ;  ^ 

The  plum  with  fapphire  fruit  was  cover'd  o'er, 
And  emeralds  the  vine  and  rubies  bore  -, 
Each  quiv'ring  leaf  was  a  melodious  tongue. 
That  {till  untir'd  the  fweetell  notes  could  pour  ; 
And  ev'ry  bird  that  on  the  branches  hung^ 
Accordant  to  the  found,  in  hun;ian  accent  fung. 

*  The  rivers  here  no  vulgar  boons  beftow"d; 
Some  taught  their  yellow  waves  with  gold  to  fhine. 
While  fome  with  honey,  milk,  and  neftar  flow'd. 
And  others,  rolling  down  the  richeft  wine, 
Supply'd  their  happy  lords  with  draughts  divine. 
Nor  lefs  the  mountains  huge  did  our's  furpafs ; 
One  feem'd  of  glitt'ring  gold  a  folid  mine, 
Of  iron  one,  and  one  of  burnifli'd  brafs, 
Of  rugged  diamond  fome,  and  fome  of  polifh'd  glafs. 

*  Thus  far  had  Fancy  wild  her  frolics  play'd 
Within  the  ran^e  of  matter's  hfelefs  reim  ; 
But  wonders  wilder  ftill  we  now  furvcy'd, 
Encircled  fudden  by  that  endlefs  train 
Of  monftrous  Ihapes  which  ancient  fables  feign. 
Extended  there  the  hideous  hound  of  hell 
Pour'd  from  his  triple  throat  reproaches  vain  ; 
There  Ihook  their  fnaky  curls  the  virgins  fell, 
And  made  each  living  lock  with  deadly  venom  fwelL 

^  *  To  meet  us  next  a  motley  monfter  came, 

The  lion,  goat  and  fnake  ia  one  combin'd  j 
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The  brutal  bull  here  fliar'd  the  human  frnme  ; 

And  '.vith  his  rider  there  the  harfe  was  join'd. 

Another  freed  of  nature's  genuine  kind 

In  thefe  ftrange  climes  n^.y  chief  attention  drew  ; 

But  while  my  feet  a  near  approach  defign'd, 

He  flrctcli'd  two  pinions  ■•vide,  and  upward  fiew, 

And  foar'd  amono  the  clouds,  beyond  my  dazzled  view. 

*  But  now  to  human  forms  we  turn'd  our  eves. 
Of  fliape,  and  fize,  and  fnbilance  manifold  ; 
^The  prince  immoveable  with  marble  thighs, 
The  groom  of  ftern,  refiftlefs,  iron  mold, 
And  the  fierce  carle  compos'd  of  pureft  gold  ; 
The  pygmies  thei-e  we  faw  in  dwarfifli  bands. 
And  all  the  haughty  brood  of  giants  old, 
From  him  iu  vvhofe  broad  front  his.  lone  eye  ftands, 
To  him  who  threatens  heav'n,  and  waves  his  hundred 
hands.'  ^  p.  iii. 

The  author  fnould  not,  howevei",  have  placed  amongft  thefe 
Imaginary  beings,  the  poraip'me  man,  nor  the  Injeparable  tivinSf 
thefe  being  real  monfters  of  natuic^s  creation.  In  this  region, 
by  the  tree  of  allegory,  are  placed  Ovid,  Arioflo,  and  Spencer. 
Proceeding  onward,  the  t\^'-o  funs  withdraw  their  hghtj  and 
make  room  for  a  new  appearance  — 

*  For  there  of  dazzling  moons  an  armv  bright 
Still  broke  the  filence  of  th^  midnight  air, 
With  many-fliap'd  and  many-colour'd  light, 
With  azure  beams  and  purple  fplendors  rare, 
And  many  an  oval  green  and  many  a  fcariet  fquare. 

*  Here  from  a  leaflefs  tree  a  llream  of  blood 
Pour'd  conftant  forth  its  crimfon  current  dire; 
And  there,  with  fatal  courfe,  a  boiling  fiood 
RoU'd  down  inceiTant  from  a  fount  of  tire. 
Between  their  waves  appear'd  a  tuneful  quire, 
Four  mighty  bards,  whom  no  reftraints  con£n'd, 
Of  all  their  race  who  ftruck  the  boldeft  lyre, 
Whofe  daring  hands  the  wildcft  fnapes  delign'd. 
And  many  a   breathing  thought  and   burning  word  cotr.- 
biaed.'  p.  i  ly. 

*  To  break  the  TiJcnce  of  the  air  with  light,*  Is  a  bold  ex- 
preflion.  Beneath  this  tree  is  a  groupe  of  four, — ylifchylus 
Dante,  Lee,  and  Collins.  *  Lee!'  perhaps  oar  readers  will  ex- 
claim; '  and  for  what?-^Only  for  writing  the  mad  Alexander?' 
"We  now  come  to  a  flood  of  flame — 

*  And  there  a  bridge  of  ice,  as  fmooth  as  glafs, 
Uamehed  ftilj,  o'erhnng  the  hot  pr ofaui^d ; 
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A  bridge  th;\t  few  had  ever  tried  to  pafs,    . 
And  fewer  MX  liad  fcathelefs  paiTage  foimd, 
For  moft  were  in  the  Inery  cuirent  drown'd— * 
Ko  friendly  ledge  on  either  fide  did  ftand, 
And  arched  and  narrow  was  the  fiipp'ry  mound  : 
But  liere  my  guide  indulgent  feiz'd  mv  hand,     • 
Acrofs  the  peril  bore,  and  plac'd  me  fafe  on  land. 

'  There  up  to  heav'n  a  mr.fs  of  rock  was  pil'd, 
Which  feem'J  to  ir.ingle  with  the  midnight  iky; 
Of  rude  accefs  it  was,  and  profpeft  wild. 
And  rear'd  its  proud  ambitiolis  head  (o  high. 
As  almoft  left  behind  the  aching  eye. — _ 
Deck'd  was  the  fcene  with  beauties  all  its  own, 
Whofe  pow'rful  charms  each  critic  glance  defy  ; 
And  on  its  topmoft  height,  the  regal  throne 
Of  this  romantic  realm,  ftood  Avon's  bard  alone. 

'  Alone  he  ftood — for  there  was  none  but  he 
On  fuch  a  fearful  precipice  could  fland  ; 
Carelefs  he  Hood,  ^rom  fear  and  danger  irtty 
And  wav'd  with  eafe  that  more  than  magic  wand, 
^     Whofe  pond'rous  weight  would  numb  each  other  hand  ;  — 
For  who  like  him  could  fairy  chaplets  twine, 
Could  paint  with  living  hues  the  airy  band 
Of  flvapes  infernal  and  of  forms  divine, 
Or  dive  fo  wond'rous  deep  in  Fancy's  golden  mhie  ? 

«  Relu6lanc  rifing  from  their  nether  fkies, 
A  troop  of  griefly  ghofls  before  him  flood, 
With  iron  teeth  and  flaring  ftony  eyes, 
Demons  and  fiends,  and  all  the  hellifli  brood 
Which  Fancy  figures  in  her  trembling  mood  ; 
Around  his  head  thofe  elves  and  fpirits  flew. 
Who  tafte  on  earth  of  heav'n's  ambrofial  food, 
Who  fuck  with  bees  the  cowflip's  honey  dew, 
And  fleal,  to  make  them  coats,  the  rainbow's  brilliant  hue.' 

F.  1 19. 

An  euloglumon  theEnglifiiman's  favourite  bard,  who  might 
have  occupied  a  place  in  any  of  the  departments,  but  is  placed 
in  that  of  fancy  as  being  the  higheft,  concludes  the  poem. 
After  the  liberal  extrafts  v/e  have  made,  it  were  neediefs  to 
remark  that  there  is  much  of  poetry  and  of  fancy  in  this 
work;  the  grouoing  might,  we  may  perhaps  think,  in  fome 
places  have  been  better;  but  we  are  fenfible  th-.it  we  could  not  by 
any  other  arrangement  of  this  kind  fully  fatisfy  even  ourfelves. 
We  think,  however,  that  the  departments  might  be  improved, 
by  giving  one  to  Pajfion^'m  which  that  of  Pity,  being  only  one 
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of  the  paffions,  fhould  have  been  included.  It  remains  to 
fpeak  of  the  meafure  ;  this  the  author  has  varied  in  every 
canto,  and  fometimes  even  in  the  fame  canto.  This  is  nevv, 
— fometimes  perhaps  it  breaks  too  abruptly  the  tide  of  fenti- 
ment ;  but  in  the  different  fubjefts  vi^e  really  think  it  has  a 
good  effe£l.  The  quotations  will  fufiiciently  fhowr  that  the 
author  has  fucceeded  very  happily  in  the  richnefs  and  melody 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  modes  of  verfificatlon  he  has  adopt- 
ed. In  his  blank  verfe,  we  do  not  think  him  equally  fkilful. 
In  the  Library  and  Vifion,  particularly,  the  paufe  recurs  regu- 
larly at  the  end  of  the  line  for  near  a  page  together, 

yf  Guide  to  Health  ;  being  Cautions  a>id  Dire^lons  in  the  Treats 
mcnt  of  Difcafes.      Def:gncd  chiefly  for   the  Ufe  of  Students. 
By  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Toiv>iJcndy   Rc^lor  of  Petvfey,  Author  l)f 
the  Phyfician's  Fade  Afeeumy  and  of  a  'Journey  through  Spain. 
Vol.   li.     8i'o.     7^.   Boards.     Robinfons.      1796. 

"\T  rE.have  already  given  our  opinion  of  the  former  volume 
^^  of  this  work  ^■•'.  The  diligence  of  this  gentleman,  in  a 
profeffion  to  which  he  feems  to  be  invited  by  no  other  motivfes 
than  a  defire  .of  being  ufeful,  and  of  acquiring  honeft  fame, 
is  certainlv  commendable.  This  ardour,  however,  fometimes 
leads'  him  to  be  rather  too  fangulne  in  liis  expeftations  from 
the  ufe  of  medicines.  When  treating  of  amenorrhoea  from 
debility,  he  obfcrvcs — 

'  Tor  the  encouragement  of  the  (Indent,  I  can  venture  to  affure 
him,  that  in  thirty  years  experience,  tlrefe  chnlybeates  have  never 
faiied  to  cure,  even  when  heAic  had  appeared,  and  fymptonis  of 
phthifis   had   created    much   alarm   for  the  fafety   of  the   patient.' 

P-  4S3- 

In  difcufling  the  propriety  of  detrafling  blood  in  cafes  of 
plethora  attended  with  debility,  he  adopts  the  idea  of  Dr. 
Cullen,  who  maintains  that  the  taking  away  blood  in  fuch 
cafes,  though  it  may  afford  prefent  relief,  tends  ultimately  to 
increafc  the  evil,  by  inducing  a  habit  of  forming  more  blood 
than  is  expended  in  the  ordinary  funclions  of  the  body.  This 
dodrine  our  author  illuflrates  by  a  very  appofite  example, 
taken  from  another  part  of  the  animal  creation — 

'  It  is  remarkable  that  parrots,  if  highly  fed,  not  having  exercife 
in  proportion  to  their  food,  are  apt  to  fuffer  by  thediftention  of  their 
plumage.  To  relieve  theuMeives,  they.pluck  out  the  mofl  luxuri- 
ant feathers.  Others  quickly  fiipply  their  place,  and  in  fucceffion 
are  deftroyed,  tijl  the  ftimirlus  of  even  the  fmallefl  feathers  become 
intolerable,  and  are  plucked  out  as  foon  as  they  appear. 


•  Slc  Crit.  Rev.  New  Arr.  Vol.  XVI,  p.  9a. 

Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XiX.  Feb.  1797  •  L  '  This 
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'  This  reafoning  might  be  extended,  for  the  fame  principle  pft- 
Vails  in  a  variety  of  cafes  intereftingas  well  to  the  moralift  as  to  the 
medical  praditioner. 

*  A  venerable  profefTor  of  Edinburgh,  recommending  venefec- 
tion,  mentioned  to  his  pupils,  as  an  example  of  the  facihty  with 
which  the  body  creates  new  blood,  the  cafe  of  a  lady,  whom  he 
bled  more  than  an  hundred  times  in  the  fpace  of  three  years  for 
fpafmodic  affections.  Yet  he  confefTed  that  the  laxity  of  the  folids, 
and  the  coniequent  morbid  irritability  of  the  moving  fibre  increafed 
daily,  in  proportion  to  the  lofs  of  blood.'     p.  49. 

In  delivering  his  fentiments  on  fuppuration,  he  advances^ 
principle  to  which  we  can  by  no  means  give  our  aflent— 

*  The  quality  of  pus  depends  wholly  on  the  tone  and  ftru6Vure 
of  the  parts  by  which  it  is  produced,  and  whatever  fpecific  quali- 
ties the  parts  poflefs  the  pus  receives.  Hence  fyphilitic  ulcers  pro- 
duce 'fyphilitic  matter,  and  cancers  the  canceroxi-s  matter.  The 
fame  precifcly  may  be  laid  of  fmiall-pox,  &c.'      p.  509. 

The  drtFerent  parts  01  this  paragraph  fcem  to  be  in  dlrecl 
Contradiction  to  each  other.  In  the  former  part,  it  is  aflerted 
that  the  quality  of  the  pus  depends  wholly  on  the  tone  and 
ftrufture  of  the  parts  by  which  it  is  produced;  in  the  latter 
part,  that  fyphilitic  tilccrs  produce  fyphilitic  matter,  &c.  We 
know,  however,  that  fyphilitic  matter  will  affect  parts  of  the 
body  very  different  in  ftru6ture,  and  produce  more  fyphilitic 
matter  ;  therefore  the  production  of  fyphilitic  matter  does 
not  depend  on  the  urudture  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied. 
But  the  fact  is,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  is  as  un- 
founded as  the  former :  for  the  ulcers  produced  in  the  throat 
in  confequence  of  the  a£tion  of  fyphilitic  matter,  though  they 
may  be  called  fyphilitic  with  refpecSt  to  their  caufe,  yet  with 
refpecSl  to  their  effects  are  not  fyphilitic,  as  they  do  not  poffefs 
the  property  of  communicating  the  diforder,  like  the  pullules 
of  fmall-pox.  Nothing  is  more  dangerous  either  to  inftrudtors 
or  learners,  than  a  fondnefs  for  general  propofitions. 

Under  the  head  of  ulceration,  our  author  remarks — 

*.Natnre  then  proceeds  to  granulation,  that,  having  cleared  away 
whatever  was  either  ufelefs  or  offenfive,  flie  may  fpeedily  repair  fuch 
lolTes  as  have  been  occafioned  by  difeafe.  It  is  thus  that  fpiders,- 
when  they  haye  devoured  their  prey  and  caftout  the  ufekfs  becaufe 
indigellible  refiduum,  haflen  to  renew  the  injured  portions  of  their 
web.'     p.  512. 

This  comparlfon  Is  neither  unapt  nor  devoid  of  Ingenuity ; 
but  it  makes  very  much  againft  nature.     The  underftanding 
of  nature  is  fo  very  Inferior  to  that  of  the  fplder,  that  her 
granulations  are  fometimes  fo  abundant  or  deficient,  as  very- 
much 
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.tnuch  to  retard  the  cure  ;  whereas  the  fpider  knows  juft  wheii 

and  in  what  degree  its  affiftance  is  required. 

On  the  whole,  this  is  a  very  ufeful  publication  to  medical 
■ftudents.     The  errors  are  neither  great  nor  numerous;  and 

what  medical  work  is  there  extant,  in  which  fomething  may 

not  be  found  which  is  open  to  criticifm  ? 

On  the  Profodles  of   the  Greek  and  Latin   Languages.      ^VO' 
45.     Sewed,     Robfon.      1796. 

'T~'HIS  is  a  very  learned  elTay,  with  the  lead  poffiBle  often- 
•*•  tation  of  learning.  The  firft  four  pages,  in  a  clear  and 
fatisfa£lory  manner,  comprife  the  fubflance  of  Fofter's  two 
firft  chapters,  namely,  the  difference  between  accent  and  quan- 
tity, and  the  argum.ent  that  accent  does  not  give  quantity  in  other 
languages,  although  it  almoft  alwavs  does  in  the  Englifli. 
The  author  proceeds  to  ftate  the  fignification  of  the  three 
accentual  marks  ;  the  general  laws  of  accentuation  among 
the  Greeks  j  and  ill  what  refpe£ls  thefe  diiTer  from  the  Latin 
tules ;  he  then  points  out  the  fuperiority  of  the  Greek  over 
the  Latin  fyftem,  and  concludes  with  infifting  on  the  ad- 
yantages  of  reading  the  Greek  language  by  its  own  accents. 
Inclulively  he  endeavours  to  prove,  firft, 'that  the  prefent 
marks  are  faithful  notations  of  the  ancient  tones, — and  fe- 
Condly,  that  the  marks  themfelves  are  of  very  high  antiquity.. 
On  all  thefe  points  his  remarks  are  ingenious,  and  for  the 
greater  part  original ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  lafi;  hy- 
pothefis,  folid  and  convincing.  Refpefting  the  fignification 
of  the  three  accentual  ^marks,  he  fuppofes  the  acute  to  be  in 
truth  the  only  accent  or  tone,  the  grave  being  merely  a  nega- 
tion of  acutenefs,  and  the  circumflex  nothing  more  than  a 
compound  of  the  mark  of  the  acute  accent  (')  with  the  mark 
of  a  long  quantity  ("). 

'  It  was  probably  orlginaily  exprefTed   by   ths  two   ftrait  lines 

joined   together  thus  J  ;  and  this  ftifF  mark  was  changed  into  the 

curve",  partly   for  the  convenience   of  writing  expeditioufly,  and 

partly,  perhaps,  for  the  greater  elegance  of  the  fliape.  Long  fyllables 

only  could  bear  a  circumflex  j  and  this  compound  mark  exprefTedj 

j  that  the  fyllable  was   to   be  pronounced  both"  with  a  fharp  flroke, 

\  and  a  lengthened   found.     It  was  of  great  importance,  that  this 

circumflance  fiiould   be  fuggeftcd  to  the  reader's  attention  by   a 

<iiftin£t  riiark  ;  hecaufe  the  natural  tendency  of  the  acute  accent^    t6n- 

irary  to  the  prejudice  of  the  EhgtiJJi  ear,   is  to  Jliorteh  the  time  of  the 

fyllable  on  ivhich  it  falls ;  efpecially  of  the  laft  fyllabfe  of  a  word, 

and  of  the  penult,  the  two  feats  of  the  cirCunnlcx.     The  reader, 

ihereforc,  was  to  be  put  upon  his  guard,  when  the  acute  tone  feli 

iipon  either  of  thefe  fyllables  being  long,  not  to  fuffer  any  accele- 

L  a  fatioA 
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ration  of  his  voice,  a  natural,  but  by  no  means  a  necefTary  efft-<5t 
of  the  acute  accent,  to  take  place  in  violation^of  quantity.'  p.  9. 

The  fuperiority  of  the  Greek  to  the  Latin  fyftem  of  ac- 
centuatioa  in  reading  the  Greek  language,  is  thus  dated — 

'  The  two  oppofite  rules  for  the  accentuation  of  words  of  more 
than  two  fvtlablcs,  the  Greek  rule  requiring  an  acute  accent  upon 
the  penukima,  whatever  might  be  its  own  quantity,  when  the  final 
fyllablc  was  long  ;  and  the  Latin  rule  forbidduig  the  penult  to  l)e 
acute,  when  itfelf  was  fliort ;  fcem  to  have  been  both  infonic  de- 
gree arbitrary  ;  lince  neither  was  pofitively  inconfiftcnt  with  quan- 
tity. The  rule  of  the  Greek  lant^uaae,  however,  was  much  the 
bcft  confidercd  of  the  two  ;  as  it  was  the  belt  calculated  for  the 
.  prefervation  of  the  true  rhythm,  with  eafe  to  the  fpeaker.  This 
will  appear  by  trying  the  effeft  of  both  fyftems  in  Greek  verfe.  .  .  . 

,  . *  O-jXoijJevr^v,  ri  jjyjpi"  Ap/aior^  cc?Ja'  i^r^Ks.' 

'  He  Wiio,  with  the  Latins,  fliall  fay  ovM/ae'jy.v,  though  he  will 
prefcrve  the  brevity  of  the  two  fyllables  -m-  and -fj.sv-,  will  find 
it  diificult  not  to  fliortcn  the  two  long  fyllables  cv-  and  -^v;  e- 
ipecially  the  former.  But  he  who,  adhering  to  the  rule  of  the 
Greeks,  fliall  fay,  rju>~Ofji,iVi;y,  will  find  that  without  any  effort,  and 
almoil  in  fpite  of  himfelf,  he  will  give  the  fyllablrs  ou-  and  -nv 
in  their  juft  length.  The  fame  thing  might  be  fliewn  in  innii-, 
nierable  inftances.'      r.  19. 

We  indeed  of  tliis  country  read  the  Greek  and  Latin  as  we 
tead  the  Englllh,  which  differs  in  the  powers  of  the  voweis 
from  every  other  language  upon  earth.  Our  author  well  de- 
fcribes  the  metrical  havoc  which  this  occafions.  '  Lon-?  is 
made  fliort,  and  fhort  is  made  Jong  •,  da£tyls  and  anapjefls  are  . 
confounded  ;  and  the  former  in  heroic  verfe  often  turned  into 
amphibrachs,  cretics,  bacchii,  and  antibacchii.'  To  reform 
this  barbarous  mode  of  reading,  and  to  teach  the  way  of  giv- 
ing accent,  fo  as  to  be  not  de{tru£live  of  quantity,  but  fubfer- 
vient  to  it,  he  confiders  tv/o  things  only  as  requlfite — '  firft, , 
to  give  every  one  of  the  vowels,  and  of  the"  diphthongs,  its 
true  power,  in  its  proper  place  ;  and,  fecondly,  to  pay  a  criticaL 
attention  to  the  efFeft  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  accent  upon 
the  tones  of  ivords  in  connexion.,  a  point  which,  perhaps,  has 
never  yet  been  fufficiently  confidered.'  He  defcribes  at  length 
the  powers  of  the  feveral  vowels  and  diphthongs,  and  points 
out  the  ufual  errors  of  our  pronunciation,  and  then  enume- 
rates ten  changes,  which  he  conceives  the  tone  of  connected 
xvord^  to  have  undergone.  Thefe  changes  formed  the  laws  of 
modulation.  *  Accent  marked  the  tone  of  the  folitary  word. 
Modulation  was  the  effe£l  of  accent  upon  words  in  conne(fl:ion.' 

7  Dr. 
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Dr.  Henry  Gaily,  in  his  diiTerlation  againft  pronouncing 
the  Greek  language  accordinfT- to  accents  (pubiillied  anony- 
luouflv),  obferves,  that  '  nothing  would  Ihow  the  abfurdicy  of 
I  the  modern  fyftem  of  accents  more  efFe6lually,  than  to  take 
ia  piece  of  poetry,  and  place  the  accents  according  to  the 
quantity  which  the  doubtful  and  long  vowels  and  diphthongs 
have  in  their  I'efpedlive  places.  This  would  caufe  fuch  a  va- 
riation in  the  places  of  the  accents,  arifing  from  the  different 
length  or  ihortnefs  of  the  vowels  and  diphthongs  in  their  dilFer- 
ent  fituations,  as  would  make  the  modern  fyitem  of  accents 
quite  ridiculous.' 

'  Our  author  thinlis  *  fo  differently,  that  he  has  actually 
printed  forty  lines  of  Homer,  with  the  accentual  marks 
changed  and  tranfpofed  according  to  the  changes  which  the: 
quantities  of  the  doubtful  and  long  vowels  and  diphthongs 
have  fuirered  from  the  laws  of  pofition  ;  and  we  certainly  are 
prepared  to  give  our  fufrrage  to  the  probahility  of  his  fyftem. 
The  accurate  recitation  of  poetry  was  held  in  high  eileem 
jimong  the  ancients,  and  feems  to  have  been  fludicd  as  an  art. 
Now  its  difficulty  could  hardly  have  confided  in  the  mere 
chaunting;  whereas  to  watch  the  changes  in  the  quantities  of 
the  final  fyllables,  and  tranfpofc  the  accentual  tones  according 
to  thofe  changes  without  error  or  hefitation,  would  indeed  re- 
quire much  attention  and  long  praclice.  If  the  fyllem  fnouid 
pafs  unhurt  through  the  ordeal  of  found  criricifm,  to  read  re- 
gularly a  few  lines  of  fome  Greek  poet  according  to  it,  would 
form,  we  fiiould  conceive,  an  aniufing  and  ufelul  f  exercile 
for  the  higher  clafles  in  our  great  fchools.  The  young  men 
would  at  lead  acquire  by  it  the  habit  of  dilLiniSi:  pronunciation, 
fo  important  in  public  fpeaking,  but  which  fo  few  of  cur  pub- 
lic fpcakers  poflefs. 

We  fliall  now  proceed  to  confider  our  author's  argument  in 
favour  of  the  antiquity  of  the  prefent  accentual  mafks.  Whe- 
ther thefe  marks  (fuppofing  their  antiquity  to  be  incapable  of 
proof)  do  yet  'exhibit  the  true  fpeaking  tones  oi  the  lan- 
guagei  fuch  as  were  ufed  by  the  Greeks  themfelves,  when  it 
was  a  living  language,  and  fpokenin  its  purity, — this  quedioa 
is  dated,  but  not  aiifv/ercd.  Indeed  Foilcr  feems  to  us  to  have 
proved  tlie  aiurniative  unanfwerably,  although  that  the  words 
ending  in  ai  and  oi  are  marked  on  the  antepenult  in  the  prefent 


*  Dr.  Cr.Uy's  treatife  is  not  once  meiitioned  by  our  autli^r,  n"r  Foiler's  ce-" 
JehrLvted  Reply  to  it.  His  fiknce  xefptiiting  the  latt<:r  admirable  vvoik  feems 
ftranjje.     Rev. 

+  !t  was'd  part  of  a  learned  education  among  the  ancients — Idem  Thrax  itx 
fccit  partes  gi  ammaiiciE ;  exercitatum  in  accentu  lc£iicin(m\  cxpofuiontm  &c. 

bo.t.  c.  16, 
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fyflem  of  accentuation,  appears  to  us  a  fufpicious  circum- 
ftance,  and  to  favour  of  that  '  vile  lotacifm,'  which  began  ta 
prevail  about  the  times  of  Adrian  and  Antoninus.  The  pre- 
fent-eflayift  has  chofen  a  ground  hitherto  unoccupied,  and  in- 
deed given  up  by  the  judicious  Fofter  as  untenable.  He  en- 
deavours to  prove  that  thefe  marks  were  in  common  ufe  in  writ- 
ing from  a  very  early  age,  before  Plato  or  Ariftotle,  if  indeed  , 
^he  invention  of  them  were  not  coeval  with  the  firfl  writing  of 
the  language.  To  prove  this,  he  begins  by  ftating  the  ob- 
jection, ^  that  the  marks  of  the  Greek  accents  are  not  to  be 
found  iii  monumental  iafcrlptions,  in  the  legends  upon  coinsj, 
nor  in  many  of  the  oldtil  r\ianufcripts,'  iNow  the  affertion 
from  Montfaucon  is,  that  there  exift  no  manufcrlpts  with  the 
accentual  marks,  older  than  the  feventh  century.  If  this  be 
true,  it  feems  a  difficulty  not  to  be  removed  ;  but  Wetftein^ 
in  the  quotation  annexed  to  this  eflay,  afTerts  that  the  marks 
are  found  in  manufcripts  older  than  the  fixth  century.  Mont- 
faucon, if  we  recolle6i:  aright,  mentions  the  particular  manu- 
script which  he  deemed  the  mofl:  ancient  of  the  accented 
manufcripts.  This  circumllance  fliould  have  been  noticed, 
and  his  mift^ke,  if  it  be  a  miftake,  detected.  The  effayift 
pTfoceeds  to  authorities  :  and  the  firft  which  he  adduces  is  that 
of  Quintilian.  '  Firft,  then,  it  is  certain  the  marks  of  accent 
were  in  ufe  in  the  time  of  Quhitilian.  For  we  find  all  the 
three,  the  acute,  the  grave,  and  the  circumflex,  mentioned  by 
Quintilian.'  But  hoiv  mentioned?  As  written  ?  or  only  as  to 
be  founded  I  Of  the  latter  the  proofs  are  abundantly  clear; 
but  we  cannot  find  a  fingle  fentence  which  could  lead  us  to  a 
con]e£lure  in  favour  of  the  former.  But  he  goes  higher. 
'?  The  marks  of  accents  were  in  common  ufe  in  writing  in 
the  time  of  Strabo.'  We  have  examined  the  mutilated  paf- 
fage  alluded  to ;  and  find,  as  in  the  former  inftance,  a  con-' 
vincing  proof  that  words  were  founded  -vnih.  accents, — and  of 
nothing  elfe.'  The  geographer  fays,  that  the  Ilienfians,  by  a 
tranfpofition  of  the  accent,  rendered  zxi  ysva.u-ivy  '  for  fuppli- 
cations,'  inflead  of  '  upon  the  knees,'  in  a  particular  line  of 
Homer  ;  contending  that  it  ought  to  be  iiei  ysvda-ai.  An  old 
Engh'fli  dictionary  now  before  us,  having  clafled  together  (iu 
the  preface)  a  number  of  diffyllable  fubftantives  and  adjec- 
tives, as  ahfcnt,  abjha^,  contra^f,  &c.  &c.  adds,  *  by  the 
tranfpofition  of  the  accent,  thefe  become  verbs.'  Would  it 
oe  a  legitimate  inference  from  this  palTage,  that  accentual 
mariis,  were  in  common  uie  in  v:ritirig  in,  the  time  of  this  lex- 
icographer ?  And  what  greater  force  does  the  Siao-rfs^Efy  xaj 
•Ti^oicc^ia;  of  Strabo  poffefs  ? — With  the  fame  invoncluGyenefs 
of  argulY^ent,  Qur  elTayift  reafons  in  his  authorities  from  Plato 
and  Ariilotle.     The  palliiges,  to  which  he  alludes,  prove  iu- 
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dirputably  the  ufe  of  accentual  tones,  and  make  it  probable 
that  our  accentual  marks  faithfully  reprefent  them  j  but  they 
prove  nothing  more. 

*  Ariftotle,  in  his  Poetics,  fpeaks  of  acutenefs,  gravity,  and 
that  which  is  betwixt  the  two ;  and,  in  his  Rhetoric,  men- 
tions the  three  accents^  the  acute,  the  grave,  and  the  middle.' 
Thefe  expreflions  have  references  entirely  io  Jound,  and  in  no 
refped:  to  Jigure.  What  Ariftotle  calls  the  middle,  Dionyfius 
Thrax,  a  grammarian  in  the  time  of  Pompcy  the  Great,  calls 
ve^tcrTrcofxevoi ;  and  from  this  word,  as  defcriptive  of  the  figure 
of  the  written  circumflex,  it  has  been  inferred  tliat  the  mark 
mufh  then  have  exifted.  If  this  argum.ent  prove  its  exiilence 
in  the  time  of  Dionyfius  Thrax,  it  certainly  militates  againft 
its  exigence  in  the  time  of  Ariftotle.  But  in  truth  the  word 
is  not  defcriptive  of  the  circumflex  mark,  as  it  if,  exhibited  in 
the  oldeft  accented  manufcripts.  Magliabecchi  informed 
Wetftein,  that  in  all  the  moft  ancient  MSS.  the  circumflex  bore 
the  form  of  an  inverted  v.  '  Circumfle%'us  ^  v  inverfi  formam 
ubique  refer t.'  We  would  render  '/L£^i(T7ta(jisvo;^  by  '  drawn 
out  in  rounded  tones,'  in  which  fenfe  it  would  indicate  the 
found  only  of  the  accent,  in  the  fame  manner  as  its  two  compa- 
nions, the  grave  and  the  acute.  His  next  argument  is,iipof- 
fible,  ftill  more  weak.  It  was  an  Athenian  law,  'Erd.ipa,  Xfja-ia. 
gj  ^opoiTj  hifj^oa-ia  i'a-Tcv,  i.  e.  If  a  courtefan  wear  golden  trinkets, 
let  them  be  forfeited  to, the  public  But  if  the  word  h/xoann 
■were  accented  on  the  penult  inftead  of  the  antepenult,  the 
fenfe  would  then  be,  '  If  a  courtezan  wear  golden  trinkets, 
let  her  become  public  property.'  Our  effayift  adds,  '  This  is 
n  very  notable  inftance  of  the  political  importance  of  accents, 
of  -written  accents,  in  the  Greek  language.  For  if  this  law 
had  been  put  in  writing,  without  any  accent  upon  the  word 
^yiixoa-ioii  there  would  have  been  no' means  of  deciding  between 
two  conftrutlions,  either  of  which  the  words,  in  this  ftate, 
would  have  equally  admitted  ;  and  it  mull  have  remained  an 
inexplicable  doubt,  v,-hether  the  legiflator  meant  that  the  poor 
woman  fliould  only  forfeit  her  trinkets,  or  become  a  public 
flave.'  Much  pathos  is  here  difplayed  ;  and  we  fincerely  fym- 
pathifc  v;ith  the  puzzled  judges  and  the  trembli'ig  courtefan. 
But  unfortunately  we  have  a  parallel  cafe  in  our  oivn  country, 
which  takes  away  all  appearance  of  plaunbllity  from  this  nota- 
ble inftance.  The  Englifh  ftatutes  are  never  punctuated; 
neither  are  wills :  and  no  man  can  have  attended  a  court  of 
juftice  without  having  witneflTed  the  difputes,  and  fometimes 
the  important  difputes,  which  this  pradlice  occafions.  With- 
out doubt,  the  legiflators  forefaw  this  ;  but  they  faw  llkewife, 
that  more  difputes  and  greater  ambiguities  would  arife  irom 
a  contrary  praiftice.     Would  the  doubtful  meaning  of  an  un- 
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pointed  fentence  in  the  law  of  Mofes  prove  the  antiquity  of 
the  Maforetic  points  ? 

"We  (hall  only  add,  that  if  our  eflayift  had  fiicceeded  in 
proving  the  antiquity  of  the  accentual  marks,  he  would 
have  completely  overthrown  his  own  ingenious  fcheme  of  mo- 
dulation in  poetry.  As  the  marks  muft  have  been  added  (ex- 
cept on  doubtful  words)  folely  as  affiftants  to  right  pronunci- 
ation, it  is  not  credible  that  they  (liould  have  been  placed  in 
poetry,  fo  as  not  only  to  give  no  afiiitance,  but  to  bewilder 
and  miflead.  This  phenomenon  can  be  explained  by  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  invention  only.— On  the  whole,  therefore,  we 
cannotbutbe  of  opinion  that  the  efliiyiil  fhould  have  acquiefced 
in  the  following  fenfible  remark  of  his  ingenious  predeceflbr. 
*Mauy  diligent  perfons  have  with  learniirg  and  induftry  labour- 
ed to  prove,  from  paOages  of  ancient  authors,  and  other 
ilrong  tellimonies,  that  ihefe  marks  of  accentuation  were  not 
known  to  the  old  Greeks.  And  they  have,  I  think,  proved 
It  fatisfa6lorily  :  which  yet  perhaps  they  might  have  done  as 
clearly  by  a  fliovter  way,  1  mean  by  this  plain  argument,  that 
fuch  helps  and  dire^lions  in  the  pronunciation  of  a  language 
of  any  country,  are  not  requifite  in  writings,  drawn  up  in  the 
vernacular  tongue  of  that  nation  for  the  ufe  of  its  natives, 
who  mud  be  fuppofed  not  to  want  infl:ru6lion  in  that  refpect.* 
Fofter  on  Accent  and  Quantity,  p.  178. 

The  learned  and  ingenious  elTay,  of  which  we  have  given 
fo  full  an  account,  is  dedicated  to  lord  Thurlow,  and  has 
been  attributed  to  a  dignitary  of  the  church.  It  certainly 
poiTefTes  that  manlinefsof  ftyle,  which  diltinguiflies  the  more 
important  writings  ot  the  champion  of  orthodoxy.  If  it  ha's 
been  rightly /a/,?;fr(f^j  it  is  an  amufing  coincidence,  that  old 
bifliop  Gardiner  (the  vigorous  defender  of  the  then  eftabiiih- 
cd  church)  publllhed  an  effay  on  a  fimilar  fubjetl. 


fVraxall's  Hijiory  of  France.     [Continued  from  Vol.  XVHI' 

P-  370O 

TV  ^/tR.  Wraxali's  third  volume  opens  with  an  account  of  the 
•^  ^  (late  of  the  kingdom  at  the  death  of  Henry  the  Third, 
and  the  difficulties  the  king  of  Navarre  had  to  encounter  in 
eftablifliing  liis  title  to  the  crown.  From  the  beginning,  it 
feems  evident  that  Henry  had  no  chance  of  being  received  by 
the  bulk  of  the  nation,  but  on  condition  of  making  the  ficri- 
fice  he  at  length  did  make  to  the  prevailing  religion.  Indeed 
from  the  verv  firih  he  feems  to  have  difpofed  his  mind  towards 
fuch  a  meatwe  ;  for,  on  the  conferences  with  the  catholic 
party  in  his  camp,  after  the  death  of  Henry  III. — 

'  He 
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*  He  reprefented  to  the  Catholic  deputies,  that  the  immediate 
defertion  of  a  reHgion,  which  he  had  followed  irom  conviction, 
and  the  afiijmpdon  of  another,  without  examinatidn  or  information 
of  any  fort;  would  diflionor  him  in  his  own  eitimation,  and  in  that 
of  all  inankind.  He  profefTed,  neverthelefs,  his  defire  of  being 
inftrucfed,  and  his  difpofition  to  fubmit  himfelf,  and  his  opinions, 
to  the  decifion  of  a  general,  or  a  national  council,  legitimately  af- 
fembled.  He  reminded  them  of  the  invariable  and  fteady  adhe- 
rence to  his  promifes,  on  which  he  had  always  piqued  himfelf;  and 
ottered  to  fubmit  to  anv  ccaditions  or  limitations,  which  mioht  be 
iudoed  necelFarv  to  fecure  the  catholic  faith  and  ecclcfiaftical  efta- 
blifhment.'     Vol.  iii.  p.  14. 

The  memorable  fiege  of  Paris,  in  which  the  generofity  of 
Henry  has  been  fo  much  extolled j  is  thus  defcribed — 

*  Meanwhile,  Paris  was  completely  inveOed  on  every  fide,  and 
began  to  evperience  the  calamities  infeparable  from  a  fiege.  It  may 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  m oft  memorable,  recorded  in  hiftory, 
and  vies,  in  extent  of  fufferings  fuflained  by  the  befiegfed,  with  any 
of  antiquity.  Every  circumllance  refpe^fting  it,  flrongly  charac- 
terizes the  age,  and  attracts  attention.  The  inhabitants  appear  to 
have  exceeded  two  hundred  thoufand,  independent  of  the  garrifon; 
which  in  cavalry  and  infantry,  conipofed  of  Germans  and  Swit- 
zers,  as  well  as  French,  fell  fliort  of  four  thoufand.  The  fubfift- 
ence  and  proviiions  of  every  nature,  were  exceedingly  inadequate  to 
the  wants  of  fuch  a  multitude;  and  at  the  moderate  allowance  of 
only  a  pound  of  bread  to  each  individual,  a  day,  could  not  laft 
above  a  month.  No  timely,  or  judicious  precautions,  had  been 
adopted,  either  for  expelling  the  ufelefs  and  feeble  of  both  fexes ; 
or  for  providing  magazines  to  nourifh  them  during  the  fiege.  Their 
hopes  of  fuccour  from  the  duke  of  Mayenne ;  their  enmity  to  the 
king;  and  their  enthufiafm  in  the  fupport  of  the  catholic  religion, 
fupplied  the  place  of  all  other  requifites.  As  the  fiege  advanced, 
every  fpecies  of  fuftenance  became  more  fcarce  ;  and  after  devour- 
ing all  the  animals  found  in  the  place,  they  recurred  to  the  vilefl, 
and  moft  loathfome  aliments.  It  impreffes  with  horror,  while  it 
flrikingiy  evinces  the  inflexible  conftancy  of  the  people  ;  that,  at 
the  fuggeflion  of  the  Spanilh  ambafiador,  recourfe  was  had  to  the 
church-yards,  and  the  afties  of  the  dead  were  difturbed,  to  furnifli 
a  noxious  fubftitute  for  food.  A  parte,  compofed  oi  human  bones 
reduced  to  powder,  and  mixed  with  water,  was  adminillered,  to 
afTuage  the  pangs  of  hunger ;  but,  far  from  prolonging,  it  only 
fliortened  the  lives  of  thofe  who  ventured  to  lafte  fo  unnatural  and 
deteilable  a  mixture.  The  grafs  which  grew  in  the  defeited  flreets 
of  the  fuburbs,  was  vcraciouliv  devoured  bv  the  miferable  wretches, 
wlio  flrove  by  every  means  to  perpetuate  their  exiftence.  Thefe 
baneful,  or  intfFeftual  experiments,  couid  not  prevent  the  rapid 
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progrefs  of  difeafe  ;  and  more  than  twelve  thoufand  perfons  perifh- 
ed,  during  the  fieg^e,  either  of  inanition,  or  of  the  pernicious  nou- 
rifliment  which  they  were  reduced  to  adopt,'     Vol.  iii.  p.  42. 

After  mentioning  that  provifions  were,  notwithllanding, 
fmuggled  into  the  town  by  various  means,  he  adds — 

*  Even  the  king  himfelf  was  highly  inftrumental  to  prolonging 
the  duration  of  their  refiftance.  The  benignity  of  his  nature 
melted  at  their  fufferings,  and  relaxed  the  feverity  of  his  vigilance. 
Secure,  as  he  imagined,  that  the  duke  of  Parma  would  not  aban- 
don the  Neth.erlands,  to  come  to  the  relief  of  Paris,  he  trufted, 
with  too  mwch  confidence,  to  the  effecQ:  of  time  and  famine.  He 
might  have  accelerated  the  redudlion,  by  ufing  force;  but,  he  per- 
tinacioufly  refufed  to  have  recourfe  to  violent  methods.  If  he  had 
entered  the  city  by  florm,  he  dreaded  the  complete  deflruftion  of 
his  own  capital ;  and  he  apprehended  the  fevere  revenge,  which  the 
Hugonots  in  his  army  would,  probably,  have  taken  for  the  maffa- 
cre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  He  had  a  greater  intereft  than  any  other 
individual,  in  the  confervation  of  the  metropolis  and  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  nor  did  he  wifn  to  take  pofleffion  of  it,  reduced  to  a  heap 
of  fmoking  ruins,  defolated  by  a  Hcentious  and  ungovernable  fol- 
diery.'     Vol.  iii.   p.  46. 

"We  confefs  we  are  of  opinion  that  Henry,  on  this  occafion, 
did  too  much  for  a  politician,  and  far  too  little  for  a  hero  of 
humanity.  To  ftarve  a  town  fyllematically,  and  yet  allow  it 
to  be  partially  relieved,  rather  fnows  weaknefs  than  true  be- 
nevolence ;  and,  after  all,  we  cannot  wonder  that  Henry  did 
not  wifli  to  deftroy  his  own  capital. 

We  entirely  agree  with  the  refleflions  of  the  author  on 
Henry's  conforming  to  the  only  meafure  which  could  clor;; 
the  wounds  of  civil  war — 

*  The  necelTary  preparations  having  been  made  for  celebrating 
with  dignity  and  folemnity,  fo  augufl  a  ceremony,  Henry,  unable 
to  make  his  abjuration  at  Pa^is,  chofe  for  the  fccne  of  it,  the  abbey 
of  St.  Denis.  On  the  day  appointed,  he  presented  himfelf,  habited 
in  white,  before  the  portal  of  the  church,  accompanied  by  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  nobility,  and  gentry,  followed  by  ths  guards 
fuperbly  accoutred.  The  archbifliop  of  Bourges,  feated,  and  furr 
rounded  by  a  number  of  prelates,  met  him  at  his  entrance.  Hold.- 
ing  in  his  hands  a  book  of  the  gofpels  open,  he  demanded  of  Hen- 
ry who  he  was,  and  the  nature  of  his  errand.  "  I  am  the  king," 
replied  he,.  "  who  defire  to  be  received  into  the  bofom  oi  the  Ca- 
tholic, Apoftolic,  and  Romilh  church."  Throwing  himfelf  oa  , 
his  knees,  he  then  protefled  to  live  and  die  in  its  defence,  and  to 
renounce  all  herefies  contrary  to  its  doftrines.  Having  figned  his 
profeffion  of  faith,  and  made  confeffion,  the  archbilli.op  admini.- 
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ilered  to  him  abfolution.  Mafs  was  folemnized,  at  which  the  king 
affifted,  under  a  canopy  of  ftate ;  and  after  its  conclufion,  he  re- 
turned, amidd  the  joyful  acclamations  of  an  immenfe  multitude,  to 
the  monaftery  of  St.  Denis,  where  he  dined  in  pubhc.  Money- 
was  fcattered  among  the  populace;  and,  notwithftanding  themani- 
feft  danger  of  unaffination,  Henry  admitted  indifcriminately  every 
one  to  approach  his  perfon*  It  was  in  vain,  that  the  duke  ofMay- 
enne  ifllied  the  mofl  rigorous  orders,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris  from  being  prefent  at  the  ceremony,  and  caufed  the  gates  of 
the  capital  to  be  kept  fliut.  Nor  were  even  the  declamations  of 
the  preachers,  whofe  influence  over  the  people  had  been  fo  unli- 
mited, able  to  reftrain  their  curiofity  and  loyalty.  They  attended 
in  fuch  numbers,  as  to  exceed  thofe  of  the  royal  party,  and  joined 
in  the  univerfal  teftimonies  of  joy  and  exultation.  It  was  evident, 
that  from  the  moment  of  Henry's  abjuration,  the  foundation  of  the 
Jeague  was  fapped  ;  and  that  only  time  and  exertion  were  neceflary^ 
to  reclaim  the  deluded  followers  of  fuperftition  and  faftion. 

*  If  we  examine  the  aft  itfelf,  by  the  rules  or  maxims  of  policy, 
we  muft  pronounce  it  to  have  been  dictated  by  neceffity,  and  re- 
plete with  wifdom.     In  a  moral  view,  it  was  productive  of  happi- 
nefs  to  a  great  portion  of  mankind,  and  tended  more  than  any  other 
circumftance,  to  fhorten,  and  finally  to  extinguifh  the  calamities  of 
civil  war.     As  a  private  caf?  of  confcience,  it  does  not  belong  to^ 
hiftory,  and  can  only   be  amenable  to  a  higher  jurifdidion.     The 
zealous  adherents  of  the  reformed  religion,  his  contemporaries,  na- 
turally confidered  it  as  a  meafure  of  ftate,  in  which  truth,  finceri- 
ty,  and  principle,  had  been  facrificed  to  views  of  convenience,  or 
motives  of  ambition.     But,  pofterity,  more  jufl,  more  enlighten- 
ed, and  more  impartial,  has  weighed  the  aftion  in  other  fcales;  and 
acquitted,  if  not  applauded,  Henry.    .Even  many  of  the  Hugonots 
themfelves,  negatively  admitted  its  propriety,  and  defired,  or  ad- 
vanced its  accompliiliment.     At  the   king's   exprefs   requeft,  the 
profeffion  of  faith,  tendered  to  him  at  St.  Denis,  was  conceived  ia 
general  and  indefinite  terms  ;  omitting  all  thofe  dogmas,  and  points 
of  polemical  theology,  calculated  rather  to  embarrafs  and  obfcure, 
than  to  illuminate  his  mind.     It  is  matter  of  curious  remark,  that 
the  fcryples  or  doubts  of  Henry,  were  more  directed  to  the  minor 
articles  of  the  Romifh  creed,  than  to  the  great  and  moft  eflential 
ones.     He  hefitated  on  three  points  of  inferior  confequence ;  but, 
^vhen  the  facrament  of  the  altar,  or  tranfubftantiation,  was   agitat- 
ed, which  includes  the  doflrine  of  the  real  prefence  in  the  elements 
of  bread  and  wine  ;  he  faid  to  the  prelates,  "  I  have  no  doubt  upon 
this  head  ;  for  I  have  always  fb  believed."     Vol.  lii.  p.  no. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  trace  Henry  through  the  various  events 
of  his  well-known  hiftory,  from  his  taking  full  pofrcflTion  of 
his  kingdom,  after  the  treaty  of  Vervins,  to  the  re-eftablifh- 
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ment  of  the  finances  under  Sully,  and  the  great  proje(fls 
which  v.^ere  cut  fliort  by  the  aflaffinatlon  of  Henry.  We  ihall 
proceed  to  give  Mr.  Wraxall's  chara6ter  of  that  monarch,  who, 
till  very  lately,  has  been  the  favourite  hero  of  the  French 
nation — 

'  The  provirce  of  the  hiftorian  may  be  faid  in  fome  meafiire  to 
flop,  with  the  narration  of  the  circumftances  attending  the  death  of 
Henry  the  Fourth.      His  character  ftands  little  in  need  of  elucida- 
tion, and  lefs  of  panegyric.     Whether  we  confider  him  as  the  con- 
queror of  France,  or  whether  we  contemplate  him  in  the  more  ami- 
able light  of  the  legiflator  and  benefaftor  of  his  people,  he  equally 
excites  our  admiration.     All  the  great  qualities,  which  during  many 
years  of  adverfity,  were  exhibited  by  the  king  of  Navarre,  acquir- 
ed new   luftre,  and   attained  to  full  maturity,   on  the  throne   of 
Frauce.     It  mav  be  reafonablv  doubted,  whether  in  any  age  of  the 
world;  a  prince    has  appeared  among  men,  who  united  in  himfelf 
more  fubiime  endowments  of  every  kind.     We  muft  necelTariiy 
regret,  but  we  cannot  deny,  that  they  were  obfcured  by  material 
faults  and  weaknenes.     His  licentious  amours  fubverted  his  private 
felicity,  produced  public  calamity,  and   were  equally  contrary  to 
decency,  morahty,  and  religion.     Nor  was  his  pallion  for  play  Jefs 
violent,  though  its  effefts,  as  confined  to  himfelf,  were  lefs  injuri- 
ous.    We  may  fee  in  Sully,  and  in  BafTompierre,  bow  much  the 
rage  of  gaming,  encouraged  by  his  example,  pervaded  the  capital 
and  the  court.     His  c'efire  of  amafTmg-  treafur-es,  though  it  did  not 
originate  in  avarice,  yet  induced  him  to  encourage  his  minifters, 
particularly   Sully,  in  e.\a(R:ing  from  his  fubjefts,  contributions  be- 
yond their  lirength.     'iiie  inftitution  of  the  "  Panlette,"  which 
was  a  tax  on  the  vacancy,  or  refignation  of  all  legal  employments, 
excited  general  murmurs,  and  was  productive  of  the  mofi:  fcandn- 
lous  venality  in  the  department  of  the  law. 

'  It  excites  ufioniihment  to  refleft,  tlut  in  the  fpace  of  only  nine 
years,  from  the  peace  with  Savoy  to  hjs  death,  he  was  able  to  extin- 
guifli  almoft  all  the  domeftic  and  foreign  incumbrances  of  the  crown, 
which  were  immenfe  ;  and  to  lay  up  in  the  Baitile  above  a  million 
flerling.  So  large  a  fum  in  fpecie,  could  nor  have  been  taken  out 
of  the  national  circulation,  without  great  injury  to  commercial 
tranfaftions.  He  was  accuftd,  probably  with  reafon,  of  yielding 
from  his  facility,  to  importunity,  the  rewards  which  ought  only  to 
have  been  extended  to  merit,  talents,  and  virtue.  Like  all  princes 
who  have  been  extricated  by  the  efforts  of  a  party,  from  a  flate  of 
adverlity  and  depreflion,  the  impulaiion  of  ingratitude  was  laid  to 
his  cliarge.  it  was  faid  that  he  forget,  and  neglefted  his  antient 
adherents,  in  order  to  enrich  and  elevate  his  enemies.  But  it  Twa^t 
be  ren-^enibered,  that  he  was  compelled  to  purchafe  the  fubmiflioa 
of  the  heads  of  the-  league;  and  we  may  -doubt  whe'.her  either  his 
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courage,  his. clemency,  or  his  abjuration  of  the  reformed  religion 
would  have  extinguiflied  that  powerful  faftion,  without  the  aid  of 
money.  Thofe  who  feverely  fcrutinized  his  actions,  afltrted,  that 
he  winked  and  connived  at  aclsof  injuftice  in  the  tribunals  xkflvw  ; 
where  the  judges  found  complete  impunity,  provided  that  in  re- 
turn, they  manifefted  a  blind  and  implicii:  obedience  to  his  edlvls. 
Therein,  neverchelefs,  at  leall  as  much  malignity  as  truth,  inthe 
accufaticn. 

'  If  from  his  defe6ls,  we  turn  our.'6)ses  to  his  virtuesy  we  fliail 
love  and  venerate  his  memory.     His  very  name  is  almoil:  become 
proverbial,  to  exprefs  the   union  of  all  that  is  elevated,  amiable, 
and  good  in  human  nature.     Such  was  his  difdaiu  of  injuries,  thnt 
it  reached  to  heroifm.     The  duke  of  Mavenne  became  his  friend  : 
ajid   the   young  duke   of    Guife  profeired,  and   felt  for  him,  the 
warmeft  degree  of  alfeftionate  devotion.     We  know,  that  he  ex- 
preftly  ordered  Vitry  to  receive  into  the  company  of  body  guard.s,. 
the  foldier  who   had  wounded  him   with  a  ball,  at  the  cori"ibat  of 
Aumnle.     Henry  pointed  hfm   out  to  marOinl  D"'Eii.rees,  as  the 
man  mounted  (ruard  at  the  door  of  his  coach.     In  the  fing'e  in- 
.  ftance  of  Biron,  he  remained  inexorable;  but  it.  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten,  that  Biron  was  at  once  guilty   and   obdurate.     Henry 
-neither  put  him  to  death  from  perfonal  refentment,  nor  from  mere 
confiderations  of  ftate  policy.     The  laft    neceffity   alone   induce;! 
him  to  refufe  pardon  to  a  man,  who  afpired  to  independance  ;   and 
whofe  projefts  were  levelled  at  the  fuccellion  in  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon, as    well   as  at  the  fafety    of  the   monarchy  of  France  itfelf. 
Nothing  can  mjore  llrongly  atteft  the  fad-,  nor  prove  the  repugnance 
with  which  he  abandoned  Biron  to  the  fword  of  the  law,  than  iiis 
anfwer  to  the  noblemen  who  fued  for  the  forgiveneis  of  that  crimi- 
nal. 

'   His  afleftion  towards  the  inferior  clafles  of  his  fubje£is,  and  in 

particular  towards  the  peafants,  whom  he  cheriftied  and  proteded, 

as  the  mod  necefliiry,  but  the  moft  opprefled  and  injured  defcrip- 

tion  of  his  people  ;  drew  upon   him  the  benedift'ons  of  the  age  in 

which  he  lived,  and  endears  him  to  poftcrity.     He  was  neither  ig- 

noiant,  nor  did  he  affed  fo  to  be,  that  he  merited  univerfal  efteefn. 

.The:  fentiment  involuntarily   burft  from  him  on  various  occafiotts. 

Gnly  a  few  hours  before  he  u-as  afliiffinated,   upon  the  morning  of 

that  day,  as  if  by  a   fccret  warning  of  his  deftiny,  he  faid  to  the 

duke  of  Guife,  an/d  to  BalTompierre  ;  "  You  do  not  know  me  now ; 

but  I  (hall  die-  one  of  thefe  days ;  and  when  you  have  loft  me,  you 

will  know  my  worth,  and   the  difference  between  me  and   other 

men."     "  The   kings,  my  predeceflbrs"  faid  he  on  another  occa- 

fion,  addrelfnig  himfelf  to  the  deputies  of  the  clergy,  "  have  given 

you  fplcnd'.d  words;  but,  I,  with  my  grey  Jacket,  will  give  you 

effeds.     I  am  all  grey  without;  but,  all  gold   within."'     Vol.  iii. 

P.  284. 
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The  author  proceeds  to  extol  his  love  of  glory,  as  diflin^c 
from  ambition,  and  fays — 

*  We  fee  in  the  Memoirs  of  Sully,  that  he  did  not  refervea  foot 
bf  land  to  augment  France,  from  the  cohqueils  to  be  made  by  that 
vaft  confederacy,  Which  he  was  on  the  point  of  putting  into  ac- 
tion, when  airaffmated.  Artois,  and  French  Flanders  were  to  haVe 
been  diftributed  in  fiefs,  to  various  individuals.  Aiface,  and  the 
county  of  Burgundy,  were  deftined  for  the  Switzerb.  RoufiUon 
and  Cerdagne  were  left  to  Spain.  All  thefe  provinces  were  gained 
by  Richlieu,  or  by  Louis  the  Founeenth.  It  is  true  that  he  pro- 
jected to  acquire  Lorrain,  and  the  duchy  of  Savoy  ;  but  the  former 
was  in  virtue  of  the  marriage  of  the  dauphin  to  a  princefs  of  Lor- 
rain :  the  latter  was  only  contingent,  and  in  the  event  of  Charles 
Emanuel  remaining  peaceable  pofiefibr  of  the  IMilanefe.'  Vol.  iii. 
p.  287* 

We  confefs  we  cannot  fee  that  conquefts,  from  a  pure  love 
of  glory,  are  at  all  more  defenfible  than  conquefts  from  a  de- 
fire  of  aggrandifing  a  monarch's  own  country.  If,  too,  the 
criminal  paffion  Henry  entertained  for  the  princefs  of  Conde, 
had  any  fharc  in  exciting  him  to  vi^ar,  his  condu6l  had  not 
even  the  excufe  of  the  politician.     Mr.  'Wraxall  concludes— 

*  It  is  neverthelcfsj  an  incontrovertible,  though  a  melancholy 
fa6t,  that  he  was  neither  known  nor  beloved  during  his  lifs,  as  he 
deferved.  The  intimate  acquaintance  which  his  contemporaries 
had  with  his  infirmities  und  defeats ;  together  with  the  implacable 
animofitv  of  the  inveterate  adherents  of  Spain  and  of  the  "  league," 
traduced  his  character,  and  aggravated  all  his  faults.  But  time,  the 
teft  of  truth,  has  fuliy  unveiled  him  to  mankind  ;  and  after  the 
Kipfe  of  near  two  centuries,  pofterity  has  juftly  affigned  him  one  of 
the  hioheft  places  among  thofe,  whom  Providence  in  its  bounty 
fometimes  raifes  up,  for  the  felicity  and  ornament  of  the  hunran 
race.'     Vol.  iii.  p.  288. 

This  eulogium,  we  cannot  help  thinking,  is  too  ftrong.  The 
beil  that  can  be  faid  in  favour  of  Henry  is,  that  he  was  a  man 
as  well  as  a  king,  and  had  the  amiable  feelings  as  well  as  the 
■weaknelTes  of  humanity  :  he  was  brave,  frank,  and  foldier- 
like  ;  but  to  the  fubllmer  virtues  he  had  little  claim.  He 
was  far  from  an  Alfred  or  an  Antoninus. 

The  age  of  Henry  the  Fourth  prefents  a  ftriking  pifture  of 
the  mifery  and  defolation  to  which  France  had  been  reduced 
by  the  civil  wars,  as  well  as  the  facility  with  wdiich  that  na- 
tion,  fo  inexhauftible  in  refources,  repaired  its  loffes. 

*  The  fuburbs,  which,  if  we  may  believe  Villeroy,  exceeded 
in  the  beauty  of  the  buildings,  and  nearly  equalled  in  lize,  the  ca- 
pital 
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f>ital  within  the  walls,  were  abandoned,  pillaged,  and  deftroyed, 
f  eafants  and  cattle  flieltered  themfclves  in  the  univeiTity,  which  be- 
came a  defert.  The  courts  of  law,  as  well  as  the  fhops,  were  fliut ; 
and  the  principal  ftreets  were  covered  with  grafs.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  duke  of  Parma  having  vifited  Paris  in  September  1590,  was 
deeply  affefted  at  the  view  of  {o  depopulated  and  melancholy  a 
metropolis.  Nor  did  the  horrors  of  famine  terminate  with  the 
fiege.  During  feveral  years,  from  1590  to  its  redut^tion  in  1594, 
the  royal  forces  continued  to  blockade  the  city,  to  occupy  the  ri- 
vers by  which  it  i^  fupplied  with  provifions,  and  to  levy  contribu- 
tions to  the  very  gates.  All  the  environs  vv^ere  defolated  ;  and  the 
villages,  for  many  leagues  on  every  fide,  were  fo  deflroyed,  that 
in  I  593,  when  the  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  the  crown  and  the 
league  were  defirous  of  fixing  on  a  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris 
for  their  projected  conference,  it  was  not  till  after  a  long  fearch, 
that  they  could  difcover  any  village  fufliciently  habitable  for  their 
reception.  Even  fubfequent  to  the  truce  agreed  on  in  the  month  of 
Auguft  of  the  fame  year,  between  the  king  and  Mayenne,  Henry 
perfifted  to  exact  fuch  fevere  duties  upon  all  commodities,  particu- 
larly corn,  wine,  and  cattle,  entering  the  metropolis,  that  the  Pa- 
riiians  were  reduced  to  great  diftrefs.  That  it  did  not  immediately 
recover  from  its  ruined  condition,  is  evident ;  fince  in  Aupuit 
1595,  I'Etoile  alTures  us,  that  a  wolf  fwam  acrofs  the  Seine  from 
the  fouthern  bank,  and  devoured  a  child  in  the  "  Greve,'*  one  of 
the  rnofl  central  and  frequented  places  of  Paris.  This  fa£t,  frorn 
inferior  authority,  might  be  thought  incredible.  How  infecurs  3. 
relidence  it  was  at  that  time,  may  be  inferred  from  the  incurfions 
made  by  the  garrifon  of  Soiflbns.  The  Spauifli  foldiery  continually 
advanced  up  to  the  walls ;  and  they  even  had  the  audacity  to  enter 
the  riding-houfe  of  the  Tuilleries,  from  which  they  carried  offpri- 
foners  feveral  gentlemen  o'f  quality,  who,  unfufpicious  of  danger, 
were  amufing  themfelves  in  the  exerclfes  of  the  manege. 

*  During  the  fpace  of  about  twelve  years,  between  the  treaty  of 
•Vervins  and  the  clofe  of  Henry's  reign,  Paris  rofe  more  beautiful 
out  of  its  ruins.  Tranquillity  a^nd  peace,  aided  by  the  munificence 
of  the  fovereign,  and  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  embelliOied 
the  capital.  Under  Henry  the  Third,  there  was  only  one  bridge 
acrofs  the  Seine,  over  which  carriages  of  any  kind  could  pafs. 
That,  denominated  the  "  Pont  neuf,"  had,  it  is  true,  been  begun: 
but  the  calamities  of  the  kingdom  had  interrupted  its  completion, 
and  only  two  arches  were  finifi)ed4  Henry  the  Fourth  refumcd  the 
work,  and  in  1604  it  was  opened  for  pafTengers  of  every  dcfcrip- 
iion.  Another  of  the  bridges,  the  "  Pont  aux  meuniers,"  was  {o 
ruinous,  that  in  December  1596  it  tumbled  to  pieces,  and  near  a 
hundred  and  fixty  perfons  were  fuffocated,  or  drowned,  by  its  fall. 
The  generolity  of  a  private  citizen,  Marchand,  commander  of  the 
Srchers  of  the  city  guard,  rebuilt  it,  on  condition  that  it  fliould  ia 

future 
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future  bear  his  name.  A  quny  was  coiiftnifted  along  the  .northern 
bank  of  the  river,  from  the  arfc-na!  to  the  "  Greve."  The  fouth- 
ern  ficie  of  the  Seine  began  to  be  inhabited,  and  covered  with 
buildings.  "^Margaret  of  Valois  refided,  and  held  her  little  coi:rt,  in 
that  quarter.  A  fliort  time  before  his  death,  Henry  undertook  to 
build  a  handfome  flreet,  from  the  end  of  the  "  ?ont  neuf,"  aiui 
he  had  previouily  executed  a  far  more  fplendid  work,  the  gallery, 
which  joins  the  two  palaces  of  the  Louvre  and  the  Tuilleries.  It 
bad  been  planned,  and  the  foundation  laid,  by  Charles  the  Ninth. 
On  the  ground-floor,  it  was  intended  to  lodge  and  to  em  ploy ,  at 
the  expence  of  the  crown,  artifts  in  every  branch,  from  the  various 
nations  of  Europe.  Miron,  the  firft  municipal  magifcrafe  of  the 
metropolis,  re-edifieil  the  town-hall,  adorned  the  fireets  with  foun- 
tains, and  rendered  tlie  city  more  cominodious.  In  this  enumera- 
tion, it  may  not  be  unworthy  of  rcm.ark,  that  the  "  Xernple," 
which  ferved  for  the'prifon  of  the  late  unfortunate  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth a?id  his  queen,  was,  in  1594,  a  (ortrefs  garrifoned  by  Spa- 
niards ;  and  before  1610,  feems  ,to  have  been  converted  by  Sully, 
into  a  magazine  for  gunpowder.'     Vol.  iii.  p.  330. 

It  was  mucli  difputed  \vhether  the  civil  wars  did  not  after 
all  enrich  the  kingdom.  Spanifli  piftoies  and  doubloons  were 
more  common  at  the  end  of  Henry  the  Fourth's  reign,  tliau 
the  fmallefl  pieces  of  filver  coin  at  the  beginning  of  Charles 
the  Ninth's. 

*  The  principal  injury,  fuftained  by  France,  from  the  long  dif- 
fenfions  under  four  reigns,   was  in  population,  not  in  riches.     But 
fuch  were  in   that  age,  and  fuch   nnift  ever  remain,  its  innate  re- 
fources;  fo  advantageous  is  its  local  pofition  ;  fo  fertile  its  foil;  fo 
happy   its  climate;   fo   various  are   its  produ£lions ;  and  fuch  the 
energy,  induftry,  and  ingenuity  of  its  inhabitants  ;  that  no  political 
changes  or  revolutions  can  permanently  deprefs  its  genius.     "  I  re- 
member," fays  Brantome.,  "  in  the  firft  civil  wars,  Rouen  was  car- 
ried by  ftorm,  pillaged,  and  facked  during  feveral  days.     Yet  when 
Charles  the   Ninth  and  his  ir.other  pafled  through  it,  about  fifteen 
or  fixteen   months  afterwards,  to   their  aftonifliment,  all  traces  of 
that  calamity  had  difappeared,  and  only  opulence  was  vifible.    An-' 
gouieme  and  Perigueux,  he  adds,  which  were  inhumanly  defcroyed   | 
by  the  Hugonots,  and  feveral  times  plundered,  had  recovered  with  i 
equal  rapidity,  and  even  become  more  rich  than  before  their  mis 
fortunes.     It  is  apparent  from  thefe  fafts,  that,  however  lamenta-, ! 
ble  and  deftrudive  were  the  immediate  effects  of  the  civil  and  reli- 
gious wars  of  France  in  the  fixteenth  century,  their  remote  confer 
quences  were,   in  n)any  points  of  view,  beneficial.     It  will  be  the 
province  of  future  hiftorians  to  determine,  whether  the  prefent  fan- 
guinary  race  of  republicans,  who  have  efrefted  the  entire  change  of 
landed,  and  almoft  of  monied  property  ;  who  have  fpilt  tuore  blood 

than 


Brnniif  iMniMiTii 


fVraxalPs  Hijlory  of  France,  1 53 

rtian  all  the  tyrants  of  antiquity  ;  and  who  feem  to  emulate  only 
the  crimes  of  Greece  and  Rome  ;  may  not,  like  tempefts  and  hur- 
ricanes, purge  the  moral  and  civil  atmofphere  of  France  :  and  whe- 
ther from  the  bofom  of  anarchy,  infidelity,  and  carnage,  a  new  and 
more  beautiful -order  of  events  may  not  arife,  as  it  did  precifcly  two 
centuries  ago,  under  Henry  the  Fourth,  in  that  dlftraded  and  depo- 
pulated country.'     Vol.  iii.  p.  336. 

The  (late  of  fcience^during  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
was  ftill  very  imperfect.  Jurifprudence  had  made  a  more  ra- 
pid progrefs.  Many  valuable  hiftorical  writers  appeared,  and 
Malherbes  began  to  refine  the  French  poetry.  The  Jefuits 
had  attained  a  formidable  power,  and  were  the  favourite  in- 
ilruftors  of  youth.  The  account  of  the  drefs,  mode  of  liv- 
ing, and  diverfions  of  this  reign,  is  curious  and  entertaining. 
It  fhows  that  magnificence  precedes  comfort.  The  itate  of  the 
theatre  was  very  low.  The  following  piece,  performed  be- 
fore the  king,  queen,  and  court,  at  the  Hotel  de  Bourgogne, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  molt  amufing  one — 

'  The  fcene  difcovered  a  mechanic  and  his  wife,  engaged  in  al- 
tercation ;  the  woman  complaining,  that  her  hufband  palTed  the 
whole  dav  at  the  tavern  intoxicating  himfelf,  while  the  tax-o-ather- 
ers,  in  the  king's  name,  feized  on  all  their  little  property  or  gains 
of  every  kind.  To  this  reproach  the  man  replied,  not  without 
humour,  that  the  oppreffion  of  the  taxes  was  an  additional  motive 
with  him  to  drink.  "  For  what  the  devil,"  added  he,  "  will  all 
the. money  which  we  can  ixMt  avail  as,  fince  the  king  alone  will  be 
benefited  by  it  ?  I  am  determined,  inftead  of  drinking  lels,  to  in- 
creafe  my  quantity  ;  and  where  I  fwailowed  three-halfpenny  worth 
of  liquor^  to  double  my  dofe.  1  fliall,  at  leaft,  fecure  that  from  this 
rapacious  king,  begone,  therefore,  and  bring  me  fomethinw  to 
quench  my  thirft."  Thcfe  arguments,  however  witty  or  juft,  not 
carrying  convitflipn  to  the  woman,  flie  renewed  her  exclamations  ; 
which  were  fuddenly  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  a  counfellorof 
the  court  of  aids,  a  commifliiry,  and  a  ferjeant,  who  demand  payr 
ment  of  the  taxes,  on  paui  of  feizure  of  their  effcfts. 

'  The  torrent  of  abufe  is  now  turned  into  a  new  channel,  and 
llirefted  againlt  the  unwelcome  intruders ;  of  whom  the  hufl-iand 
demands  their  bufinefs  and  fundlions,  ♦'  We  are,"  reply  they, 
*' officers  of  jufticc."  '  Impoffible,' fays  he  ;  officers  of  juftlce  do 
precifely  the  reverfe  of  every  thing  praftifcd  by  you,  I  don't  be- 
lieve you.  Produce  your  comm.ifTion.'  The  couj;fel!or  (liews  the 
order,  in  virtue  of  which  he  adls  ;  while  the  woman,  affiefting  to  be 
apprehenfive,  that,  on  account  of  their  inability  to  pay  the  tax,  their 
furniture  and  goods  would  be  feized,  (lily  feats  herlelf  on  a  chefr. 
The  commilTaries  order  l-»er  to  rife  in  the  king's  name.  She  re- 
fufes ;  but  they  compel  her,  and  the  chelt  is  at  length  opened.     In 
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an  inftant  out  rufli  three  devils,  who  lay  violent  hands  on  the  unfor« 
tunate  coUeftors  of  the  taxes  ;  and  each  devil  felefting  his  man, 
throw  them  over  their  backs,  and  carry  them  off  in  triumph.  This 
xvas  the  natural  conclufion  of  the  piece,  which  could  not  be  accufed 
of  a  deficiency  in  poetical  juftice.'     Vol.  iii.  p.  408. 

The  men  of  the  law,  we  are  told,  complained  of  the  fa- 
tire  j  but  Henry  only  laughed  at  it.  Gaming  was  carried  to 
great  excefs ;  both  that  vice  and  licentioufnefs  in  amours  had 
the  fan6^ion  of  the  king's  example-  Superftitious  practices,  and. 
belief  in  charms  and  omens,  were  ftill  in  full  force,  as  indeed 
they  were  for  a  long  time  after  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  is 
evident,  that  if  Henry  the  Fourth  was  a  more  amiable  man 
than  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  at  lead  the  age  of  Louis  XIV. 
was  far  fuperior  to  the  age  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Vv'^raxall's  flyle  is  eafy  rather  than  highly  elegant,  or 
even  always  nicely  accurate ;  and  his  manner  fuch  as  to  pro- 
duce pleafant  reading,  rather  than  deep  obfervation.  Upon 
the  whole,  we  confider  his  hlflory  as  an  agreeable  prefent  to 
the  public,  and  fiiall  be  glad  to  attend  hira  through  the  com- 
pletion of  his  delign, 

/f  Defence  of  the  Church  of  England^  in  a  Series  of  Dif- 
courfesy  preach' d  at  Oldfwinfordf  in  WorceJlcrJIiire  ;  on 
Ephejians  5,  27.  By  the  Rev.  Robert  Foley,  M.  J.  of 
Oriel  College  Oxford.^  and  Redor  of  the  faid  Farijh.  ^vo. 
5J-.  Boards.     Longman.     I795« 

'TpHE  ten  fermons  that  compofc  this  volume,  are  all  from 
•^  the  fame  text,  viz.  Ephesians,  v.  27.  a  glorious  church-, 
"not  having  fpot^  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,  which  the 
preacher  fuppofes  to  be  '  an  allufion  to  a  garment,  probably 
the  wedding  garment,  as  that  being  new  and  clean  for  the  oc- 
cafion,  would  of  courfe  be  free  from  fpot  or  wrinkle.'  From 
this  explanation,  Mr.  Foley  proceeds  to  fketch  out,  in  the 
following  manner,  the  order  he  means  to  purfue — 

*  Firft  then  it  may  be  proper  to  begin  with  a  fuccinft  hiftorical 
account  of  our  national  church;  (hewing  you  thofe  corruptions  of 
popery  H>hich  it  fo  laudably  rejected,  and  marking  diflinftly  the 
point  whereat  it  ftop'd ;  while  fome  other  reformers,  pofTefs'd  of 
more  zeal  than  knowledge,  proceeded  to  much  greater  lengths. 
This^  will  probably  take  up  two  fermons ;  when  the  way  being  thus 
clear'd,  my  next  objeft  will  be  that  fundamental  doftrine,  the  very 
groundwork  of  chriftianity,  which  the  diflenters  of  this  day  al- 
niofi:  univerfally  rejeft,  the  divinity  of  Chrift;  and  while  on  this 
fubjett,  I  fhall  take  occafion  to  vindicate  our  church  from  the  out- 
er/ 
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cry  rals'd  againft  her  for  retaining  what  is  ufually  call'd  the  Athana* 
fian  Creed.  This  topic  difcufs'd,  which  1  judge  will  takeup  three 
difcourfes,  what  then  remains  will  be  to  conlider  and  refute  the  va- 
rious cavils  and  obje^ions  foinduftrioufly  and  fo  maliciouilv  thrown 
out  againft  our  church,  with  its  ceremonies,  liturgy,  and  feverai 
offices,  contain'd  in,  and  prefcrib'd  by  the  book  of  Common  Pray- 
er, as  fet  forth  by  authority.  This  part  of  my  plan  I  imagine 
may  require  to  be  branch'd  out  into  about  four  fermons  more.' 
p.  ro. 

How  far  the  imputation  in  this  palTage,  cafi:  upon  the  dif- 
fenters,  is  admifTible,  we  will  not  undertake  to  determine ; 
but  we  apprehend  the  aflertion  to  be  a  rafh  one,  and  very  far 
from  the  truth.  In  the  promifed  vindication  of  the  Athana- 
fian  Creed,  we  confefs  ourfelves  much  difap'pcinted.  The 
damnatory  claufes  are  palled  over  unnoticed,  and  the  doclri- 
nal,  in  the  main,  but  (lightly  touched  on. 

*  How,  they  afk,  can  three  be  one,  and  one  three  r  I  anfwer,  by 
no  means :  no  more  than  it  can  be  noon  at  midnight,  or  midnioht 
at  noon.  But  who  ever  told  you  this  ?  Your  parfons,  they  reply. 
Then  vour  oari'ons  mufl  befools  and  liars.  But  do  we,  or  do  our 
creeds  affirm  that  there  are  three  Gods  ?  fx)  far  from  it,  that  the 
Athanafian  creed  fays  exprefsly  there  are  not  three  Gods,  but  one 
God.  But  how  then,  anfwer  they,  can  the  Father  be  God,  the 
Son  God,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  God  ?  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  are  three;  and  if  each  of  thefe  be  Go<i,  there  ate  three 
Gods.  This  we  deny  ;  affirming  the  three  perfons  to  be  one  God. 
How  can  you  explain,  or  even  comprehend  this  ?  alas  !  we  are  to- 
tally unable  to  comprehend,  much  lefs  can  we  explain  it.  Why 
then  do  you  require  it  to  be  believ'd,  as  an  artkle  of  faith  ?  On 
the  authority  of  fcripture.  I  find  it  to  be  the  uniform  doftrine  of 
the;  Bible,  that  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Father  and  Maker  of  all 
things.  Yet  I  read  in  the  fame  Bible  fuch  palTages  applied  to 
Chrift  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  can  be  competent  to  God  alone. 
Some  of  thefe  palTages  I  fliall  foon  point  cut  to  you  ;  but  muft  firfl 
notice  their  farcafms  on  creeds  and  parfons.  Creeds,  you  are  told, 
are  of  human  invention,  the  work  of  fallible  men.  We  grant  it ; 
but  did  the  compilers  of  thefe  creeds  deli\er  the  do>5trines  therein 
contain'd,  as  their  own,  or  as  the  doctrines  of  God  in  fcripture  ? 
A  judge  on  the  bench  is  a  fallible  man  ;  he  is  bound  to  decide  bv 
the  laws  of  the  land  :  if  his  fentence  be  not  conformable  to  thole 
laws,  it  will  be  reverfed  ;  if  it  be  in  conformity  with  them,  it  muft 
^  fland.  So  with  regard  to  the  com];ilers  of  creeds  and  articles  ;  as 
alfo  with  us  the  preachers  of  the  Gofpei.  The  fcripturcs  are  our 
fnle  guide.  If  what  we  deliver  be  not  confonant  to  them,  rejeft 
it :  if  it  be,  it  is  the  word  of  God,  and  as  fuch  infallible,  though 
dejiver'd  by  fallible  men.     But  we  are  hirelings.     By  this  they  can 
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not  mean  that  we  i-eap  any  additional  pecuniary  advantage  by 
preaciiing  this  particular  doftrine  ;  but  that  being  bound  by  our 
fubfcription  to  articles,  we  are  of  courfe  oblig'd  to  adhere  to  the 
dodlrines  of  the  church,  whether  in  unifon  with  our  own  private  fen- 
timents,  or  otherwife.  Suppofe  we  preach  in  oppofition  to  tlitfe 
articles.  We  fiiall  incur  the  guilt  of  perjury,  and  be  liable  to  fuf- 
penfion  by  the  biQiop.  True:  he  may  fufpend  us  from  executing 
the  duties  of  our  office ;  but  cannot  deprive  us  of  our  legal  emolu- 
ments, our  livings  being  our  freeholds.  I  leave  you  then  to  judge, 
whether  a  man,  who  according  to  their  ftatement  can  be  bafe  enough 
to  preach  to  others  what  he  difbclieves  himfelf,  whether  fuch  an 
one  would  be  likely  to  boggle  at  perjury;  and  not  rather  gladly  take 
refuge  in  fufpenfion,  as  relieving  him  from  the  irkfome  taflc,  and 
continuing  to  him  the  profits,  without  the  labours  of  his  office.' 
p.  46. 

Whatever  commendation  is  due  to  Mr.  Foley  for  goodnefs 
of  intention,  we  cannot  forbear  adding,  that, 

Non  tali  auxilio,  nee  dcfenforibus  ifiis, 

can  the  church  of  England  be  maintained. 
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Almeyda\  ^ueen  of  Granada.  A  Tragedy.  In  Five  jifls. 
By  Sophia  Lee.  A%  performed  at  the  Theatre- Rcyal.^  Dru- 
ry-lane.     ?>vo.     2s.     CadtU  fl/?^/ Davies.      1796. 

HE  ftory  of  this  tragedy,  which  is  purely  fi£litious,  is  33 

follows — 
J/meyda,  daughter  to  the  Mooriih  king  of  Granada,  has 
been  prifoner  from  her  early  years  to  Ramirez,  king  of  Cal- 
tile.  Treated  by  him  with  the  utmofl  tendernef?jflie  becomes 
attached  to  her  benefatlor  and  to  the  manners  of  the  Cadi- 
lians ;  and  a  mutual  pafTion  takes  place  between  her  and  Alon- 
zo,  the  fon  of  Ramirez.  In  the  mean  time  Almeyda,  by  the 
demife  of  her  two  brothers,  becomes  heirefs  to  the  crown, 
and  is  demanded  by  her  uncle  Abdallah,  regent  of  Granada. 
Ramirez  gives  her  up  by  treaty  ;  and  the  play  opens  on  the 
day  appointed  for  delivering  her  into  the  hands  of  the  Moors, 
and  placing  the  crown  on  her  head.  To  this  fhe  exprefles  ■ 
the  utmofl  reluctance  ;  which  is  increafed  as  the  fierce  cha- 
raclcr  of  Abdallah  diiplays  itfelf,  and  as  fhe  is  made  acquaint- 
ed -with  his  project  of  marrying  her  to  his  fon  Orafmyn. 
As  the  character  of  the  latter  opens,  he  appears  to  be  a  ge- 
rerous  and  dihntereilcd  lover  ;  and  when  he  finds  her  affec- 
tions irrevocably  fixed  on  the  Caftilian,  endeavours  to  fhield 
Almeyda  from  the  refentment  of  his  father.     In  the  third  • 
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a£l:,  Abdalliih,  finding  that  his  niece  means  to  afiert  her  right 
to  govern  without  a  tutor,  caufes  her  to  be  connned  in  the 
caftle,  and  pretends  to  the  council  that  llie  is  l'ubje6l  to  fits 
of  infanity- 

Meanwhile,  Alonzo,  who  was  abient  on  a  military  expedi- 
tion when  Almevda  was  given  up,  returns,  and  obtains  an  in- 
terview with  his  miilrels,  alone  and  in  dilguife,  in  which  fhe 
allures  him  of  her  conilancy  ;  but  while  the  lovers  are  toge- 
ther, Abdallah,  who  had  placed  himlelf  fo  as  to  over-hear 
their  difcourfe,  enters,  and  orders  Alonzo  to  be  dragged  to  a 
priion,  which  is  thus  dercribed-— 

«  , this  deep  rock 

Thro'  many  a  winding  path  is  Icoop'd  in  dens, 

Unknown — impenetrable — -one  overhangs, 

An  arm,  which- parting  from  the  Guadaiquiver, 

Deep-plunging  feeks  an  undifcover'd  courie.-— 

There,  thro'  a  fearful  chafm  wild  nature  wrought, 

Full  many  a  vi£tim  to  the  fears  of  ftate, 

Has  funk  into  oblivion.'  p.  64. 

Almeyda  prevails  en  Hamet,  the  keeper  of  this  dungeon, 
to  promife  to  releafc  him  ;  but  when  he  arrives  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  accompanied  by  Almeyda,  the  prifoner  is  miffing,  their 
intention  having  been  foreilalled  by  the  gcncrofity  of  Oraf- 
myn  :  but  fne  fuppofcs  him  drowned  in  the  Guadaiquiver  j 
this  plunges  her  into  a  Hate  of  real  diftraftion,  in  which  Ab- 
dallah is  only  prevented  by  the  entrance  of  Orafmyn,  from 
plunging  her  down  the  chafm  which  communicates  with  the 
river. 

Abdallah  then  endeavours  to  fet  her  afideon  account  of  her 
infanity,  and  brings  her  before  the  council  for  that  purpofe  ; 
hut  after  a  ilruggle  of  palfions,  her  reaion  returns,  and  flie 
impeaches  her  uncle,  who  finding  his  treachery  likely  to  be 
unfuccefsful,  boldly  acknowledges  it,  and  boails  that  he  has 
prevented  her  unioa  with  Alonzo,  for  that  he  has  given  her 
poifoa — - 

'  Tis  not  in  medicine  to  prolong  her  being — 
A  fubtle  poifon  lieeps  in  every  pore, 
And  fteals  her  from  herfelf — no  human  art 
Can  bid  her  breadie  one  hour.'      p.  113. 

The  fcene  that  follows  is  fi.riking.  Mifs  Lee,  however, 
with  a  laudable  candour,  acknowledges  herfelf  obliged  to  a 
play  of  Shirley's  for  the  incident  on  which  it  is  fouuvlcd. 
Orafmyn,  after  cxprcfhng  the  agony  ot  his  lieart,  entreats 
Abdallah,  if  podible,  to  fave  her — 

♦  My  father!  have  I  tlien  no  influence  with  thee  ? 

Ms-  Long 
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Long  haft  thou  ftudied  nature's  baleful  fecrets, 
And  well  thou  know'ft  their  antidotes  — 
'  Jbdnllah  (ivith  bitternefs.)      But  thou, 
"     Again  perhaps  would'ft  fcorn  the  tainted  gift, 
Again  defpife  the  giver  ! 

'   Orafmyn.      Oh  I   my  father  { 
To  this,  how  little  were  the  life  I  owe  vou  ! 

'  Abdullah.  I  have  not  been  accuftomed  to  deny  thee— • 
>  (Gives  a  ring  to  an  attendant^  ivho  goes  out.) 

*  Orafinyn    (tiirningiLntJifoftnefs  to  Almeyda.) 
**  How  often  did  I  tell  thee  I  had  faved  him  ! 
— Ev'n  when  thy  reafon,  like  a  frighted  bird, 
Forfook  the  home  round  which  it  fondly  flutter'd  ! 
— Yet,  oh  Almeyda !  not  in  vain  thou'ft  fuffer'd  ! 
That  fatal  paffion  which  thy  beauty  caufed, 

By  all  thefe  miferies  chaftized  to  friendship, 
Retains  its  efTenee  only,  and  appears, 
Like  the  cold  luftre  of  a  winter  fun. 
When  all  its  glow,  and  purple  vapors  faded  ! 

'  Abdallah.  To  her  devoted,  he  nor  hears,  nor  fees  me — • 
— Ah  !  Hiould  he  dare  defpife — Oh  Mahomet ! 
To  be  the  fcorn  of  thofe  for  whom  we  fin — 
This,  this,  is  difappointment's  confummation. 

(Attendant  brings  him  a  goilei) 
Orafmyn,   from  the  memorable  hour, 
Thy  voice  firft  hail'd  me  fire,  ev'n  unto  this 
I've  granted  all  thy  pray'rs  ! 
The  good  I  wifli  myfelf,  be  thine  Almeyda  f 
I  tafte  the  draught,  that  thou  mav'ft  fearlefs  (hare  It! 

*  Orafmyn  i^prefenting   the   bo^vh)    Oh  1  do    not  hefitate 

a  fingle  moment. 
"  Hardly  can  I  refpire  with  apprehenfion — 

*  AhueyJa  (fainting.)   "  If  this  be   death,  how  falfely 

do  we  fear  it  I 
Care,  pain,  and  forrow,  fade  before  the  calm. 
The  holy  calm  o'er-fhadowing  ev'ry  fenfe  ! — 
Methinks,  without  a  crime,  at  once  to  'fcape:. 
The  dreadful  paft,  and  all  the  doubtful  future, 
Were  to  acconiplifli  early  life's  great  purpofe  ! 

*  Orafmyn.  Oh  1  fpare  me  all  the  guilt,  the  grief, — the 

horror, 
Live,  fweet  Almeyda,  live,  tho'  for  another  I 

*  Almeyda.    Oh !   that  this  potent  eflence  were  com- 

pounded, 
Of  herbs  might  purify  alike  the  foul. 
And  lull  it  to  a  deep,  a  long  repofe. — 

(Drinks  the  antidote, 
»  Abdallah, 
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*  Abdallah.    Oh,    tranfport !    glory  !    Oh !   tremendous 
triumph  ! 
Sons  may  forget,  but  Mahomet  remembers ! 
He  has  not  fcorn'd  my  pray'r,  nor  quite  renounc'd  me 
■ — Prophetic  was  thy  voice  ;  for  thou  flialt  find 
A  long  repofe  indeed  !   This  was  the  poifon 

Which  I  with  an  indignant  pleafure  fliared ^ 

I  had,  alas  !   no  other  micans  to  die  : 

Nor  would  I  fall  inolorious — unlamented.— 

Almeyda,  proud  Almeyda  I   ev'n  thy  love, 

In  all  the  plenitude  of  rank  and  beauty, 

Shall  grace  my  obfequies  !  and  thou,  ungrateful  1 

Attend  us,  a  true  mourner. 

'   Orafmyn,  Speech  is  loft  ! « 

A  deed  like  this  burfts  the  great  chord  of  nature, 
And  makes  this  gorgeous  world  but  one  vafl:  ruin  ! 

'  Abdallah.   Already  do  I  feel  the  fubtie  efTence— — « 
It  rages  onward,  like  the  fires  of  Etna, 

And  nature  withers  ere  it  yet  approaches. ■ 

Ah  !   flie  too  finks.     Upon  the  lip  of  beauty  ! 
Mortality  now  lays  his  livid  finger  ! 
— This — This  is  glorious  mifchief  !  and  I  joy 
To  die,  the  moment  life  has  loft  its  value. 

'  Orafmyn.  But  thus  to  blend  me  in  fo  black  a  deed-— 
Make  me  the  minifter  of  my  own  deftruftion 
Oh  !   I  have,  guiltlefs,  cropt  creation's  rofc. 
And  (liook  its  crimfon  glories  to  the  duft  ! 
——Lift  not  thofe  gracious  eyes  again  to  me. 
Thou  foft  perfection  !  I  no  more  dare  meet  them, 
— No,  never  dare  I  hope  thou  fliouldft  forgive 

Th'  unparallell'd  credulity  ! and  he 

Yet,  nature,  yet  thou  wring'ft  m,e  ! 

'  Abdallah  (fiercely  Jliaking  h'nn  off.)    Hence!    begone  — 
Fawn  on  thy  minion  :  but  no  more  approach 
The  fire  thou  hart  difgrac'd  —  betray'd — abandon'd  ! 
— Ev'n  as  I  lov'd  thee  once,  fo  now  I  loathe  thee ! 
Oh  !  how  I  long  to  fhut  out  life  itfelf. 
Since  I  with  life  can  fliut  out  thy  rememb'rance  I 
—Bear  me,  I  pray  you,  to  the  Guadalquiver — 

(turns  to  the  attendanti. 
Plunge,  plunge  me  in  at  once  !  My  liver's  calcined  !■ 
— Oh,  find  foine  fudden  means  to  quench  this  fire, 

Ere  yet  my  eye-ftrings  crack  ! Away,  away  ! 

(Abdallah  is  borne  off. 

*  Almeyda.    Yet,    yet,    he    comes   not  1 Oh!   no 

more  thefe  eyes 
Shall  dwell  deliglited  on  their  only  obje<fl  j 

M  4       '  Nor 
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Nor  this  fond  heart  pronounce  its  laft  adieu  ! 

(turns  and  fees  Orafmyns  hitter  grief. 
Take  comfort,  prince  ! — Tho'  fmall  is  my  own  portion, 
Yet  will  I  fliare  it  with  thee  !   For  thy  fire, 
May  heav'n,  hke  me,  forgive  him  ! 
^       '   Orafmyn.     Spotlefs  viftim  ! 

His  vices  have  cut  (hort  his  being  here 

But,  oh  !  thy  virtues  fpeak  his  future  fate. 

'  Almcyda    (groiuing  more  iveak.) 
Among  tiie  many  wand'rers  on  this  earth, 
Few  are  allow'd  to  reach  the  mortal  term  : 
And  of  thofe  itw^  fcarce  one  expires  content. 
— The  mind's  deep  agonies  exhaull  each  pow'r, 

And  early  fit  the  frame  for  difiblution • 

J  only  feel  a  numbncTs.     Hark  !   1  hear  him. 

Orafmyn.  It  is  thy  love  !   Ah,  happy  he!  to  know 
The  pangs  of  forrow  only. 

'  Alonzo  (entning.)      Bleft  be  heav'n  ! 
Which  gives  me  once  again  to  fee  Almeyda  ! 
— And  bleft  be,  too,  Orafmyn  1 

'   Almeyda    (leaning  fondly  over  him.)      'Tis  thyfelf  !■'— 
My  own  Alonzo  ! — all  my  foul's  fond  treafure  ! 
Thus  on  the  dying  eyes  of  fome  lone  hermit, 
O'erhanging  angels  pour  a  flood  of  glory, 
Ev'n  till  his  foul  exhales  in  extafy  ! 

'  AloriT.o.  Ah!   whv  this  mournful  fweetnefs  ?  In  thine 
eye 
The  livin*  lilftre  fades;  and  on  thy  cheek 
Each  charm  grows  wan  and  hollow  ! 

'   Ovafinyn  (".vringing  his  hand.)      Oh,  Alonzo  ! 
No  more  muft  we  contend  for  this  rich  prize  ! 
Heav'n  claims  its  own — and  we  alike  muft  mourn. 
*  Alofizo  (flaking  him  of.)   Prince  !   if  thou 'ft  done  thi^ 

deed -^ — 

'  Almeyda.     Oh  !   never  think  it. — 
Orafmyn's  gen'rous  heart  is  virtue's  temple! 
Alonzo,  dear  Alonzo!   honour — love  him. 
Much  wilt  thou  owe  him  for  my  mean  injuftice. 
— I  only  ftrove  for  life  till  thou  vvert  near. — 
It  now  evaporates :  hardly  fpcech  is  left  me. 
.    — I  charge  ye,  ne'er  with  blood  defile  the  tomb. 
Which  the  true  tears  of  both  may  nobly  hallow. 

— And  now,  indeed,  farewell ! A  hand  for  each. 

This  gives  away  my  crown  ;   and  this,  oh !  this, 

Thefaithful  heart  that's  in  it ! 1  am  cold ; 

And  thefe  dim  eyes  feek  vainlv  for  Alonzo  ! 
——Speak  to  me,  love  !— Oh !  fpeak  to  me,  once  more, 

While 
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While  vet  I  know  that  voice  ! 

'  Alojizo.     Loft  in  a  chaos 
Of  killing  anguifli,  without  one  expreflion 
May  eafe  this  hb'ring  heart,  how  Ihall  I  foothe  thee  ? 
How  mitigate  thy  pain  ? 

*  Almeida.  Tell  me  you  love  me 

(Lays  her  head  on  his  hand^  and  dies, 

*  AhtiKo.  Love  you  ! Oh,  God  ! 

'   Orafmyn.    (Kijjlng  and  ri'Jig-nhig  her  hand.)   Words^ — 
vows  —  weak,  vain  indulgence  ! 
Never — oh  !   never  fliall  my  foul  forget  you  ! 

(Both  lovers  remain  mourning  near  her, 
'    Hamet.   (advancing)    Tremendous    moment !     awful 
paufe  of  being  ! 
— When  viewing  thus  the  abdicated  frame. 
Where  the  fond  foul  had  treafur'd  all  her  wiflies, 
How  does  recoiling  nature  feel  at  once 
Her  imperfetlion.     Yet  fuch  fcenes  alone 
Can  fhew  the  danger  of  thofe  cherifli'd  paffions. 
Which  thus  can  antedate  the  hour  of  death, 
Or  make  exiflence  agony  !'  p.  114, 

It  feems  unnatural  that  the  fame  poifon  •which  calcifies  the 
ilver  oi  Abdallah,  diould  make  A\n■\t■^d^^.  only  feel  a  numbnefs. 

Though  this  play  does  not  perhaps  exhibit  thofe  higher 
powers  of  delineating  character,  and  marking  the  paflions 
with  the  ftrength  and  fpirit  of  nature,  which  belong  to  fo  few, 
the  ftory  is  interefting,  the  language  poetical,  and  we  think 
it  deferved  a  better  fate  than  it  met  with  ;  but  it  is  evident 
the  tafte  of  the  town  is  more  inclined  to  favour  the  coarfeft 
and  moll  abfurd  attempts  to  divert  them,  than  any  defign 
upon  their  finer  feelings. 
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XXIV.  A  CCOUNT  of  the  method  of  makmg  the  Otter  of 
■^  rofes,  as  it  is  prepared   in  the  Eall  Indies  ;  by 
-Donald  Monro,  M.  D.  of  London.  From  the  Tranfaclions  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

XXV.  The  Procefs  of  making  Attar,  or  efTential  oil,  of 
rofes  ;  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Policr  j  from  the  Tranfadlions 
of  the  Society  inftituted  in  Bengal. 

XXVI.  Continuation  of  Mr.  Henry's  confiderations  relative 
to  the  nature  of  wool,  &c.  as  objects  of  the  art  of  dying. 

XXVII.  Conclufiou  of  M.  Chaptal's  paper,  on  the  method 
of  making  alum  by  the  direct  conibinatiou  of  its  conilituent 

principles. 
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principles. — ^In  chufing  the  clays  which  are  to  be  fubmitted  to 
the  aftion  of  the  vitriolic  acid  in  the  ftate  of  vapour,  the 
pureft  and  whiteft  are  to  be  preferred,  not  becaufe  the  for- 
mation of  alum  is  more  rapid,  but  becaufe  it  is  more  eafily 
extra£ted  and  more  pure.  In  order  to  difpofe  the  clay  to 
combine  with  the  vitriolic  acid,  it  mufl  firft  be  moderately 
and  equally  calcined.  In  order  to  effedl:  thefe  purpofes,  the 
clay  mull:  be  well  beaten,  moiftened,  and  formed  into  balls 
five  or  »»x  inches  in  diameter,  in  which  ftate  they  are  to  be 
expofed  to  heat  in  a  furnace  of  a  particular  conflru6lion. 
The  balls  are  taken  out  of  the  furnace  as  foon  as  they  are  fo 
far  heated  as  to  lofe  the  black  colour  which  they  receive  from 
the  firft  aftion  of  the  fire  ;  they  are  then  to  be  bruifed,  and  in 
that  ftate  expofed  to  the  fumes  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  by  being 
placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  room.  When  an  efflorefccnce  is 
formed  throughout  the  whole  texture  of  the  clay,  it  is  remov- 
ed from  the  room,  and  expofed  to  the  a£lion  of  the  air  under 
an  open  fhed.  It  is  afterwards  expofed  to  the  water  ;  this 
diflblves  the  alum,  which  is  obtained  in  the  flate  of  cryftals 
by  evaporation. 

XXVIII.  Procefs  to  deprive  treacle  of  Its  difagreeable  tafle, 
and  to  render  it  capable  of  being  employed  for  many  purpofes, 
inftead  of  fugar.  From  the  Annales  de  Chimie. — Take  of 
treacle  twenty-four  pounds,  water  twenty-four  pounds,  chart- 
coal,  thoroughly  burnt,  fix  pounds ;  bruife  the  charcoal 
grofsly,  mix  the  three  fubftances  in  a  caldron,  and  let  the 
mixture  boil  gently  upon  a  clear  wood  fire  ;  after  it  has  boiled 
for  half  an  hour,  pour  the  liquor  through  a  ftraining  bag,  and 
then  replace  it  upon  the  fire,  that  the  luperfluous  water  may 
be  evaporated;  and  that  the  treacle  may  be  brought  to  its  ori- 
ginal confiftence. 

XXIX.  Patent  granted  to  MefTrs.  Henry  "Wright  and 
John  Hawkfley,  for  their  invention  of  certain  machinery  for 
combing  and  preparing  wool,  &:c.   &c.  With  two  plates. 

XXX.  Patent  granted  to  Mr.  William  Cunningham,  of 
Edinburgh,  for  his  method  of  preparing  and  bleaching  rags 
for  tlie  manufacture  of  paper. — Our  limits  do  not  permit  us 
to  detail  all  the  fteps  of  this  operation ;  the  rags  are  firfl  ex- 
pofed to  a  ley  made  of  pearl  alhes  and  quick  lime,  and  after- 
wards to  the  adlion  of  the  oxygenated  muriatic  acid  gas,  ob- 
tained from  a  mixture  of  vitriolic  acid,  fea  fait,  and  manga- 
nefe.  Thefe  procefles  are  to  be  repeated  or  varied  as  circum- 
flances  require. 

XXXI.  Patent  of  Mrs.  Johanna  Hempel,  for  her  invention 
of  a  certain  compofition,  which,  when  manufactured  into  bafins 
and  other  veflels,  hath  the  power  of  filtering  water  and  other 
liquids. — Take  I  of  tobacco-pipe  clay,  and-|-of  coarfe  fand  ;  the 

bafins. 
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bafins,  or  other  velTels  for  filtering,  are  formed  on  a  potter's 
wheel,  and  are  afterwards  baked  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  pro- 
portions mentioned  above  are  adapted  for  the  making  of  veflels 
holding  not  more  than  one  gallon  •,  but  if  they  are  employed  for 
larger  veflels,  the  compofition  is  apt  to  crack  in  the  fire. 
Equal  parts,  therefore,  of  clay  and  fand  may  be  employed, 
or  any  other  proportions  which  are  found  to  anfwer,  accord- 
ing to  the  quality  of  the  clay  and  fand  made  ufe  of. 

XXXII.  Patent  granted  to  Robert  Weldon,  for  his  Inven- 
tion of  a  machine  for  conveying  veflels,  or  other  weights, 
from  an  upper  to  a  lower,  or  from  a  lower  to  an  upper  level, 
on  canals.     With  a  plate. 

XXXIII.  Idea  of  a  dendrometer,  or  inftrument  for  meafur- 
ing  diftances  by  one  obfervation ;  by  William  Pitt,  efq.  of 
Pendeford,  near  Wolverhampton. 

XXXIV.  Conclufion  of  Mr.  Henry's  confideratlons  relative 
to  the  nature  of  wool,  &c.  as  objeds  of  the  art  of  dying. 

XXXV.  Obfervations  on  gunpowder  j  by  the  Hon.  George 
Napier,  M.  R.  I.  A.  With  a  plate. 

*  When  fulphur  is  bought  in  a  prepared  ftate,  it  is  (notwithfliand- 
ing  the  low  price)  frequently  adulterated  with  wheat  flour,  which, 
in  moift  or  hot  climates,  readily  induces  fermentation,  and  irreco- 
verably decompofes  the  powder.  I  am  convinced  that  inattention 
to  this  circumftance  is  a  principal  caufe  of  Britifta  gunpowder  being 
lefs  durable  now  than  formerly.'     Vol.  ii.  p.  284. 

XXXVI.  Compofition  of  a  water  which  has  the  property  of 
deftroying  ants,  caterpillars,  and  other  infers  ;  invented  by 
C.  Tatin,  feedfman  and  florill  at  Paris.  From  the  Annalei 
de  Chimie. — This  Is  compofed  of  black  foap,  flowers  of  ful- 
phur, each  1  lb.  §, — mufhrooms  of  any  kind,  2  lb. — river  or 
rain  water,   15  gallons. 

XXXVII.  Specification  of  a  patent  granted  to  Bryan  Hig- 
gins,  doclor  of  phyfic,  for  his  Invention  of  a  water  cement, 
or  flucco.    for    building,  repairing,    and  plalfliering,  walls; 

land  for  other  purpofes. 

I     XXXVIII.  Patent  of  Mr.  John  Skeys,  for  a  pump  on  a  new 
confliruilion.     With  two  plates. 

XXXIX.  Patent  granted  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fleet,  for  his 
medicine  for  preventing  and  checking  the  rot  In  flieep. — It 
confiils  of  the  following  ingredients ;  and  It  is  bad  luck  if  one 
|of  them  does  not  fuit  the  cafe  of  any  fheep  to  which  they  are 
iadmlnifl:ered  :  viz.  turpentine,  boie-armenic,  turmeric,  quick- 
filver,  brimitonc,  fait,  opium,  alkanet-root,  bark,  antimony, 
camphor,  and  diililled  water  j  to  be  prepared  according  to 
chemical  and  compounded  according  to  medical  art. 

XL.  Propofal  for  an  univerfal  character,  or  pangraph  ; 
L,  6  in 
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m  a  letter  from  Thomas  Northmore,  efq.  of  Queen-ftreef, 
May  Fair. — Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  defcribe  the  nature 
of  this  defign  ;  which,  indeed,  is  in  our  opinion  not  clearly 
explained  in  this  letter. 

Xlil.  Defcription  of  a  propofed  improvement  in  the  con- 
flruQion  of  cranes.     By  the  Rev.  E.  C.  With  a  plate. 

XLIL  Defcription  of  an  inllrument  for  taking  the  levels  for 
watering  ground.  With  a  plate. —From  the  general  view  of 
the  agriculture  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen  ;  dravt^n  up  fo':  the 
confideration  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  By  James  Aisder- 
fon,  LL.  D. — Dr.  Anderfon  has  given  a  concife  and  per- 
fpicuous  account  of  the  manner  of  employing  this  fimple  and 
iifeful  inflrument.  We  are  lorry  that  rhe.  vv'ant  of  the  plate 
prevents  us  from  communicating  the  fame  information  to  our 
readers. 

XLIIL  Conclufion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Napier's  obfervations 
6n  gunpowder. — With  refpe6l  to  the  proportions  of  the  three 
ingredients  of  gunpowder,  Mr.  Napier  cannot  lay  down  any 
pohtive  rule,  as  variations  will  happen  according  to  the  qua- 
lity of  the  materials ;  as  may  be  found  by  experiment.  The 
flrongeft  compofition  will  commonly  be  found  to  lie  within 
the  following  proportions — Nitre  31b. — charcoal  8  oz.  4-  to 
9  oz.  4 — fulphur  2  oz.  4-  to  3  oz.  \.  It  was  found,  from  the 
mean  of  near  fix  hundred  experiments,  that  glazing  powder 
reduces  its  flrength  about  one  fifth,  if  the  powder  is  good  ; 
and  nearly  one  fourth  if  of  an  inferior  quaiity.  Government 
powder,  manufactured  atFeverfham,  when  received  from  the 
mills,  is  confiderably  ftronger  than  either  Dantzic  or  Battel 
(hooting  powder.  This  paper  contains  many  remarks  on 
powder,  and  powder-mills,  which  deferve  attention. 

XLIV.  An  Improved  method  of  tanning  leather  ;  by  Davidf 
Macbride,  M.  D.  of  Dublin.  From  the  Tranfaclions  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London. — ^This  improvement  refts  princi- 
pally on  the  difccvery,  '  that  lime-v/ater  extracts  the  virtues 
of  oak  bark,  more  completely  than  plain  water.' 

XLV.  Addition  to  the  account  of  the  metl.od  of  bleaching 
cloths,  and  threads,  by  the  oxygenated  muriatic  acid ;  by  Mr. 
Berthollet. — It  is  recommended  in  this  paper  not  to  employ 
wood  in  the  conftruclion  of  the  recipient  in  the  diftilling 
apparatus,  nor  in  that  of  the  veffels  in  which  the  fubjects  to 
be  bleached,  are  plunged.  Mr.  Welter  has  found  it  of  ad- 
vantage to  finifh  the  procefs  of  bleaching,  by  expofing  the 
cloths  and  thread  on  the  field  for  three  or  four  days,  during 
which  they  fliould  be  fometimes  wetted  5  and  afterwards  waih- 
cd  in  pure  water.  Cotton  does  not  require  this  fubfequent 
expoiure. 

XL VI.  Spcciricat-ion  of  the  patent  granted  to  Mr,  Anthony 
*  George 
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George  Eckhardt,  for  his  inven|tion  and  method  of  applying 
the  ufe  of  animals  to  machinery  in  genera).  With  three 
plates. — The  peculiar  merits  of  this  invention  confift  in  em- 
ploying cattle,  and  other  bulky  animal?,  to  give  motion  to  a 
variety  of  machines,  by  cauling  them  to  walk  on  the  top  of 
large  wheels,  or  00  inclined  planes,  in  fuch  a  way  and  man- 
ner as  to  produce,  by  the  weight  of  their  bodies,  the  effedl 
intended.  It  is  doubtful  to  us,  whether  this  can  propevly  be 
called  an  invention,  as  it  is  little  more  than  placing  oxen  in 
the  fame  fituation  in  which  turnfplts  were  formerly  em- 
ployed. 

XLVII.  Patent  granted  to  Mr.  Arnold  Wilde,  of  ShefEeld, 
•  in  the  county  of  York,  fav,--maker ;  for  making  a  variety  of 
cutting  inftruments,  from  a  preparation  of  caft  lieel  and  iron, 
united  and  incorporated  together  by  means  of  fire. 

XL  VIII.  Patent  granted  to  Mr.  Samuel  Hooper,  of  the 
parilh  of  St.  Giles,  bookfeller  and  flationer  ;  for  manufa61ur- 
,ing  from  leather  cuttings,  he.  and  whit-leather,  a  leather  for 
covering  coaches,  &c.  &c. 

.  XLIX.  On  the  cultivation  of  willows.  From  the  gene- 
ral View  of  the  County  of  Nottingham  j  drawn  up  for  the 
confideration  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture;  by  Robert  Lowe, 
efq. — This  paper  contains  direi^ions  for  planting  v.'il!ows, 
which,  Mr.  Lowe  affures  us,  have  anfwered  extremely  well. 
The  willow  which  he  recommends  as  moft  advantageous  on 
every  account,  is  the  broad-ieaved  red-hearted  Huntingdon- 
fhire  willow.  He  mentions  that  he  gives  this  the  preference, 
after  having  tried  every  other  fpecies. 

,  L.  Conclufion  of  Dr.  Macbrlde's  method  of  tanning  lea- 
ther.—Our  limits  do  not  admit  of  a  complete  iufertion  of 
Dr.  Macbride's  procefs  ;  and  it  does  not  admit  of  abridgment. 
It  appears  to  be  very  judicious,  and  we  are  alTared  that  the 
dire£lions  contained  in  this  paper,  were  fudicient  to  enable  a 
gentleman  at  Belfall  to  carry  on  the  tanning  bufiaefs  in  an 
'extenfive  way  for  thefe  four  years  pad. 

LI.  Some  obfervations  on   ancient  inks,  with  the  propofal 
for  a  new  method  of  recovering  the  legibility  of  decayed  writ- 
'ings.    By  Charles  Blagden,  M.  D.  From  the  Tranfadtions  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

Dr.  Blagden  begins  by  obferving — ■ 

'  In  a  converfation,  fonie  time  a^^o,  with  my  friend  Thomas 
Aftle,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S.  rt-lutivc  to  the  legibility  of  ancient 
MSS,  a  queftion  arofe,  whether  the  inks  in  ufe  eight  or  ten  centu- 
ries ago,  and  which  are  often  found  to  have  preferved  their  colour 
.femarkably  well,  were  made  of  different  materials  from  thofe  em- 
ployed in  later  tinies^  of  which  many  are  already  become  fo  pale 
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as  fcarcely  to  be  read.  With  a  view  to  the  decifion  of  this  queftion, 
Mr.  Aftle  obligingly  furniflied  me  with  feveral  MSS  on  parchment 
and  vellum,  from  the  ninth  to  the  fifteenth  centuries  inclufjvely  5 
fome  of  which  were  ftill  very  black,  and  others  of  different  fliades 
of  colour,  from  a  deep  ycllowifn  brown  to  a  very  pale  yellow,  in 
fome  parts  fo  faint  as  to  be  fcnrcely  vifible.  On  all  of  thtfe  I  made 
experiments  with  the  chemical  re-agents  which  appeared  to  me  beft 
adapted  to  the  purpofe  ;  namely,  alkalies  both  fimple  and  phlogifu- 
cated,  the  mineral  acids,  and  infufion  of  galls. 

*  It  would  be  tedious  and  fuperfluous  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
particular  experiments;  as  all  of  them,  one  inftance  only  excepted, 
agreed  in  the  general  refult,  to  fhew,  that  the  ink  employed  an- 
ciently, as  far  as  the  above-mentioned  MSS  extended,  was  of  the 
fame  nature  as  the  prefent ;  for,  the  letters  turned  of  a  reddifli  or 
yellowifh  browu  with  alkalies  ;  became  pale,  and  were  at  length 
obliterated,  with  the  dilute  mineral  acids ;  and  the  drop  of  acid 
liquor,  which  had  extrafted  a  letter,  changed  to  a  deep  blue  or 
green  on  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  phlogifticated  alkali ;  moreover,  j 
the  letters  acquired  a  deep  tinge  with  the  infufion  of  galls,  in  fome  ' 
cafes  more,  in  others  lefs.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  one  of  the  in- 
gredients was  iron,  which  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  was  joined 
with  the  vitriolic  acid ;  and  the  colour  of  the  more  perfeft  MSS, 
which  in  fome  was  a  deep  black,  and  in  others  a  purplifli  black, 
together  with  the  reflitution  of  that  colour,  in  thofe  which  had  loft 
it,  by  the  infufion  of  ga'ls,  fufficiently  proved,  that  another  of  the  in- 
gredients was  aftringent  matter,  which,  from  hiftory,  appears  to  have 
been  that  of  galls.  No  trace  of  a  black  pigment  of  any  fort  was 
difcovered  :  the  drop  of  acid,  which  had  completely  extracT:ed  a 
letter,  appearing  of  an  uniform  pale  ferruginous  colour,  without  an  i 
atom  of  black  powder,  or  other  extraneous  matter,  floating  in  it. 

'  As  to  the  greater  durabihty  of  the  more  ancient  inks,  it  feemed, 
from  what  occurred  to-me  in  thefe  experiments,  to  depend  very 
much  on  a  better  preparation  of  the  material  upon  which  the  writ- 
ing was  made,  namely,  the  parchment  or  vellum,  the  blackeft  let- 
ters being  generally  thofe  which  had  funk  into  it  the  deepeft.' 
Vol.  ii.  p.  389. 

With  refpe^t  to  the  beft  method  of  reftoring  decayed  Ink, 
it  is  obferved — 

'  The  phlogifticated  alkali  was  rubbed  upon  the  bare  writing  in 
different  quantities ;   but  in  general  with  little  efFeft.      In  a  iew  in- 
ftauces,  however,  it  gave  a  bluifli  tinge  to  the  letters,  and  increaf- 
ed  their  intenfity,  probably  where  fomething  of  an  acid  nature  had" 
contributed  to  the  diminution  of  their  colour. 

'^  Reflecting  that  when  the  phlogifticated  alkali  forms  its  blue 
precipitate  with  iron,  the  metal  is  ufually  firft  dilTolved  in  an  acid, 
1  was  n«xt  induced  to  try  the  ^ffe<^  of  adding  a  dilute  mineral  acid 

to 
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to  writing,  befides  the  alkali.     This  anfwered  fully  to  my  expefta- 
tions,  the  letters  changing  very  fpeedily  to  a  deep'  blue  colour,  of 
great  beauty  and  intenfity.     It  feems  of  little  confequence,  as  to 
the  ftrengih  of  colour  obtained,  whether  the  writing  be  firft  wetted 
with   the  acid,  and  then  the  phlogifticated  alkali  be  touched  upon 
it,  or  whether  the  procefs  be  inverted,  beginning  with  the  alkali; 
but,   on  another  account,  I  think  the  latter  way   preferable.     For 
the  principal  inconvenience  which  occurs  in  the  propofed  method 
of  reftoring  MSS   is,  that  the  colour  frequently    fpreads,  and  fo 
much   blots  the  parchment  as  to  detraft  greatly  from  the  legibility ; 
now  this  appears  to  happen  in  a  lefs  degree  when  the  alkali  is  put 
on  firft,  and  the  dilute  acid  is  added  upon  it.     The  method  I  have 
hitherto  found   to  anlwer  beft  has   been,  to  fpread  the  alkali  thin, 
with  a  feather,  over  the  traces  of  the  letters,  and  then  to  touch  it 
gently,  as  nearly  upon  or  over  the  letters  as  can  be  done,  with  the 
diluted  acid,  by  means  of  a  feather,  or  a  bit  of  flick  cut  to  a  blunt 
point.     Though  the  alkali  has   occafioned  no  fenfible  change  of 
colour,  yet  the  moment  that  the  acid  comes  upon  it,  every  trace 
of  a  letter  turns  at  once  to  a  fine  blue,  which  foon  acquires  its 
full  intenfity,  and  is  beyond  comparifon  ftronger  than  the  colour  of 
the  original  trace  had  been.     If  now  the  corner  of  a  bit  of  blotting 
paper  be  carefully  and  dexteroufly  applied  near  the  letters,  fo  as  to 
fuck   up   the  fuperfluous  liquor,    the.iiaining    of   the  parchment 
may  be  in  great  meafure  avoided  :  for  it  is  this  fuperfluous  liquor 
which,  abforbing  part  of  the  colouring  matter  from  the  letters,  be- 
comes a  dye  to  whatever  it  touches.     Care  muff  be  taken  not  to 
bring   the   blotting  paper  in    contact  with  the  letters,  becaufe  the 
colouring  matter  is  foft  whilft  wet,  and  may  eafily  be  rubbed  off.' 
Vol.  ii.  p,  394, 

LII.  A  method  of  cutting  very  fine  fcrews,  and  fcrews  of 
two  or  more  threads,  &c.by  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Auflin,  A.  M, 
M.  R.  I.  A.  With  a  plate. 

LIII.  On  the  ufe  of  oak  leaves  in   tanning  ;   by  the  Rev. 

George    Swayne,  of  Pucklechurch,  near  Briilol.     From  the 

Tranfa6lions  of  the  Society  for  the  Encoutagement  of  Arts^ 

Manufactures,  and  Commerce.     Mr.  Swayne  deduces  from 

experiment,  that  half  a  peck  of  oak  leaves  contains  nearly  as 

much  aflringent  matter,  as  one  pound  of  bark  ;  as  much  of 

i  the  aftringent  principle  may  be  had  in  leaves  for  four-pence, 

as  would  coft  five  times  that  fum  in  bark.    Jt  is  very  properly 

ftated,  however,  that  there  would  be  much  trouble,  and  fome 

expenfe  in  drying  the  leaves,  wliich  would  be  ncccfiary  in 

order  to  preferve  them,  and  they  would  alto  occupy  much 

foom.     Perhaps,  for  thefe  reafons,  IVIr.  Sv/ayne  obferves,  the 

mod  economical  plan  would  be,  to  obtain  a  concentrated  ex- 

I  in^  from  them,  011  or  near  the  place  where  they  fhould  be 
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coliefted,  which  might  be  ftored  and  conveyed  in  cafks.  This 
likewife  remains  as  the  fubjedl:  of  experiment  -,  but,  before 
leaves  can,  in  any  way,  be  legally  ufed  by  the  tanner,  it  is 
neceffary  that  the  a£l  of  parliament  be  repealed,  which  con- 
fines him  to  the  ufc  of  afli  and  oak  bark. 

LIV.  Account  of  a  violent  explofion  which  happened  in  a 
flour  warehoufe  at  Turin,  December  14,  1 785  ;  to  which  are 
added,  fome  obfervations  on  fpontaneoas  inflammations  ;  by 
Count  Morazzo.  From  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Turin. 

'  On  the  14th  of  December,  1785,  about  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  there  took  place  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Giacomelli,  baker  in 
this  city,  an  explofion  which  threw  down  the  windows  and  window- 
frames  of  his  fhop,  which  looked  into  the  ftreet  ;  the  noife  was  r.s 
loud  as  that  of  a  large  cracker,  and  was  heard  at  a  confiderable 
diftance.  At  the  moment  of  the  explofion,  a  very  bright  flame, 
which  lafted  only  a  few  ftconds,  was  feen  in  the  fliop  ;  and  it  was 
immediately  obferved,  that  the  inflammation  proceeded  from  the 
flour-warehoufe,  which  was  fitiiated  over  the  back  fhop,  and  where 
a  boy  was  employed  in  ftirring  fome  flour  by  the  light  of  a  lamp. 
The  boy  had  his  face  and  arms  fcorched  by  the  explofion  ;  his  hair 
was  burnt,  and  it  was  more  than  a  fortnight  before  his  burns  were 
healed.  He  was  not  the  only  victim  of  this  event  ;  another  boy, 
who  happened  to  be  upon  a  fcatfold,  in  a  little  room  on  the  other  1 
fide  of  the  warehoufe,  feeing  the  flame,  which  had  made  its  paflage  ■ 
that  way,  and  thinking  the  houfe  was  on  fire,  jumped  down  from 
the  fcaffold,  and  broke  his  leg. 

*  In  order  to  afcertain  in  what  manner  this  event  took  place,  I 
examined,   very  narrowly,  the  warehoufe  and  its  appendages  ;  and, 
from   that  examination,  and  from  the  accounts  of  the  witneiTes, 
have  endeavoured  to  collect  all  the  circumllances  of  the  event,  whicl 
I  fliall  now  defcribe. 

*  The  flour-warehoufe,  which  is  fituated  above  the  back  fliop 
js  fix  feet  high,  fix  feet  wide,  and  about  eight  feet  long.  It  is  di- 
vided info  two  parts,  by  a  wall ;  an  arched  cieling  extends  ovel 
both,  but  the  pavement  of  one  part  is  raifed  about  two  feet  highei 
than  that  of  the  other.  In  the  middle  of  the  wall  is  an  opening  o 
communication,  two  feet  and  a  half  wide,  and  three  feet  high 
through  it  the  flour  is  conveyed  from  the  upper  chamber  into  th< 
Jower  one.  # 

'  The  boy,  who  was  employed,  in  the  lower  chamber,  in  col, 
letting  flour  to  fupply  the  bolter  below,  dug  about  the  fides  of  th« 
opening,  in  order  to  make  the  flour  fall  from  the  upper  chambe: 
into  that  in  which  he  was  ;  and,  as  he  was  digging,  rather  deeply 
a  fodden  fall  of  a  great  quantity  took  place,  followed  by  a  thici 
.cloud,  which  immediately  caught  fire,  from  the  lamp  hanging  tc 
the  wall,  and  caufcd  the  violent  explofion  here  treated  of. 
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•  *  The  flame  fliewed  itfelf  in  two  dire6lions ;  it  penetrated,  by  a 
little  opening,  from  tlie  upper  chamber  of  the  warehoufe,  into  a 
very  fmaU  room  above,  it,  where,  the  door  and  window-frames  be- 
ing well  clofed  and  very  flrong,  it  produced  no  exploijpn ;  herp 
the  poor  boy,  already  mentioned,  broke  his  leg*  The  greateft  in- 
flammation, on  the  contrary,  took  place  in  the  fnialler  chamber, 
and,  taifJug  the  direction  of  a  imall.  ftaircafe,  which  leads  uito  the 
back  fliop^caufeda  violent  explofion,  which  threw  down  the  frames 
of  the  windows  which  looked  into  the  ftreet.  The  baker  himfelf, 
vvho  happened  then  to  be  in  his  fliop,  faw  the  room  all  oa  fire  fome 
moments  before  he  felt  the  faock  of  the  explofion. 
'  '  The  warehoufe,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  contained  about 
three  hundred  facks  of  flour. 

*  Sufpefting  that  this  flour  might  have  been  laid  up  in  the  ware- 
hovife  in  a  damp  ftate,  I  thought  it  right  to  enquire  into  that  cir- 
cumftance.  I  found,  upon  examination,  that  it  was  perfectly  dry; 
there  was  no  appearance  of  fermentation  in  it,  nor  was  there  any 
fen fible  heat. 

'  The  baker  told  me  that  he  had  never  had  flour  fo  dry  as  in 
that  year  (1785),  during  which  the  weather  had  been  remarkably 
dry,  there  having  been  no, rain  in  Piedmont  for  the  fpace  of  five  or 
fix  months  :  indeed,  he  attributed  the  accident  which  had  happened 
in  his  warehoufe  to  the  extraordinary  dryiiefs  of  the  corn» 

'  The  phaenomenon,  however  firiking  at  the  time  it  happened, 
was  not  entirely  new  to  the  baker,  who  told  me  that  he  had,  when 
he  was  a  boy,  witnefTed  a  fimilar  inflammation  j  it  took  place  in  a 
fiour-warehoufe,  where  they  were  pouring  flour  through  a  long 
wooden  trough,  into  a  bolter,  where  there  was  a  light  on  one  fide  ; 
but,  iii  this  cafe,  the  inflammation  was  not  followed  by  aa  explo- 
fion.'    Vol.  ii.  p.  417. 


'  According  to  the  foregoing  accounts,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it 
is  not  diificult  to  explain  the  phaenomenon  in  queftion.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  idea  I  have  conceived  of  it  :  as  the  flour  fell  down,  a 
great  quantity  of  inflammable  air,  which  had  been  confined  in  its 
interfi:ices,  was  fet  free  ;  thi,s,  rifing  up,  was  inflamed  by  the  con- 
taifl  of  the  light;  and,  mixing  immediately  with  a  fuflficient  quan- 
tify of  atmofpheric  air,  the  explofion  took  place  on  that  fide  where 
there  was  the  leaft  refifi:ance.  As  to  the  burniiTg  of  the  hair,  and 
the  fkin,  of  the  boy  who  was  in  the  warehoule,  the  caufe  of  it  muil 
be  attributed  to  the  fire  of  the  fine  particles  of  the  flour,  which, 
jfloating  in  the  atmofphere,  were  kindled  by  the  inflammable  air,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  pov;der  from  the  ftamina  ot  ceitain  vegeta- 
bles, (particularly  of  the  pine,  and  of  fome  niolfes,)  when  thrown 
in  the  air,  takes  fire  if  any  light  is  applied  to  it.'    Vol.  ii.  p.  422. 

Count  Morozzo  afterwards  proceeds  to  itate  many  other 

clrcumftances,    in    which    fpontaneous   inflammation    takes 

Ckit.  Rtv.  Vol.  XIX. /Vi.  1796.  'N  place. 
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place.  The  inflammation  of  this  flour-duft,  however,  cannot 
ilri£tly  be  called  fpontaneous  j  as  there  is  no  reafon  to  think 
that  it  would  have  taken  place  if  there  had  been  no  lamp  in 
the  room. 

{'To  be  continued.) 

Letters  for  Literary  Ladies.  To  which  is  addedy  an  S-JJay  on 
the  noble  Science  of  Self-Jujiification.  Zvo.  45.  Jewed. 
Johnfon.     1795- 

'TpHE  delicacy  of  fentiment  and  humour,  the  vivacity  and 
"■■  elegance  of  di£lion,  which  chara6lerife  thefe  Letters, 
render  them  worthy  of  the  writer  *  to  whofe  pen  report  has 
afcribed  them.  The  epiflle  from  a  gentleman  to  his  friend 
on  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  exhibits,  in  the  following  paf- 
fages,  a  fprightly  originality  of  remark  on  a  topic  which  has 
been  greatly  difcufled  in  thefe  days  of  innovation  and  liberty, 
— the  rights  of  woman.  ' 

'  Your  general  ideas  of  the  habits   and  virtiies  eflential  to  the 
perfedion  of  the  female  charafter  nearly  agree  with  mine ;   but  we 
differ  materially  as  to  the  cultivation,  which  it  is  necefTary  or  expe- 
dient to   beftow  upon   the  uncierftandings   of  women  :  you  are  a 
champion  for  the  rights  of  woman,  and  infift  upon  the  equality  of 
the  fexes.     But  fince  the  days  of  chivalry  are  paft,  and  fince  mo- 
dern gallantry  permits  men  to  fpeak,  at  leafl  to  one  another,  in  lefs 
fublime  language  of  the  fair,  I  may  confefs  to  you  that  I  fee  nei- 
ther in  experience  or  analogy  much  reafon  to  believe  that,  in  the 
human  fpecies  alone,  there  are  no  marks  of  inferiority  in  the  fe- 
male ; — curious  and  admirable  exceptions  there  may  be,  but  many 
fuch  have  not  fallen  within  my  obfervation.     I  cannot  fay  that  I 
have  been  much  enraptured  either  on  a  firft  view  or  on  a  clofer  in- 
fpeftion  with  female  prodigies.    Prodigies  are  fcarcely  lefs  offenfive 
to  my  tafte  than   monfters ;   humanity  makes  us  refrain  from  ex- 
preffing  difguft  at  the  awkward  fhame  of  the  one,  whilft  the  intem- 
perate vanity  of  the  other  juftly  provokes  ridicule  and  indignation. 
I  have  always  obferved  in  the  underfrandings  of  women  who  have 
been  too  much  cultivated,  fome  difproportlon  between  the  different 
faculties  of  their  mindi.     One   power  of  the   mind  undoubtedly 
may  be  cultivated  at  the  expence  of  the  reft,  as  we  fee  that  one 
mufcle  or  limb  may  acquire   exceffive  flrength  and  an  unnatural 
fize,  at  the  expence  of  the  healtli  of  the  v/hole  body :  I  cannot 
think  this  defirable  either  for  the  Individual  or  for  fociety. — The 
unfortunate  people  in  certain  mountains  of  Switzerland  are,  feme 
of  them,  proud   of  the  excrefctnce  by  which  they   are  deformed. 
I  have   ittw  women  vain  of  exhibiting  mental  deformities,  which 
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to  me  appeared  no  lefs  difgufting.  In  the  courfe  of  my  life  it  has 
never  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a  female  whofe  mind,  in 
ftrenth,  juft  proportion,  and  aftiviiy,  I  could  compare  to  that  cf  a 
fenfible  man.'     p.  2. 


*  Whenever  women  appear,  even  when  we  feem  to  admit  them 
as  our  equals  in  undetftanding,  every  thing  alTumes  a  different 
form ;  our  politenefs,  delicacy,  habits  towards  the  fex  forbid  us  to 
argue,  or  to  converfe  with  them  as  we  do  with  one  another — we 
fee  things  as  they  are,  but  women  muft  always  fee  things  through  a 
■veil,  or  ceafe  to  be  women. — -With  thefe  infuperabie  difficulties  in 
their  education  and  in  their  paflage  through  life,  it  feems  impoffible 
that  their  minds  fliould  ever  acquire  that  vigour  and  efficiency, 
which  accurate  knowledge  and  various  experience  of  hfe  and  man- 
ners can  bellow. 

'  Much  attention  has  lately  been  paid  to  the  education  of  the 
female  fex,  and  you  will  fay,  that  we  have  been  amply  repaid  for 
our  care — That  ladies  have  lately  exhibited  fuch  brilliant  proofs  of 
genius  as  muft  dazzle  and  confound  their  critics.  I  do  not  alk  for 
proofs  of  genius, — I  afk  for  folid  proofs  of  utility.  In  which  of 
the  ufeful  arts,  in  which  of  the  exaft  fciences  have  we  been  affifted 
by  fenule  fagacity  or  penetration  ? — I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  a  lift  of 
difcoveries,  of  inventions,  of  obfervations,  evincing  patient  re- 
fearch,  of  truths  eftabliflied  upon  actual  experiment,  or  deduced 
by  juft  reafoning  from  previous  principles — II  thefe  or  any  of  thefe 
can  be  prefented  by  a  female  champion  for  her  fex,  I  fliall  be  the 
firft  to  clear  the  way  for  her  to  the  Temple  of  Fame.'     p.  7. 

In  politics  as  well  as  literature,  the  pretenfions  of  the  fex  to 
celebrity  are  piercingly  fcrutinifed.  We  know  not  what  the 
admirers  of  great  queen  Befs  and  good  queen  Anne  will  fay 
to  fuch  reflexions  as  thefe— 

*  The  ifolated  examples  of  a  few  heroines  cannot  convince  me 
that  it  is  fafe  or  expedient  to  truft  the  fex  vvith  power — their  power 
over  themfelves  has  regularly  been  found  to  diminifli,  in  proportion 
as  their  power  over  others  has  been  encreafed. — I  fliould  not  refer 
you  to  the  fcandalous  chronicles  of  modern  times,  to  volumes  of 
private  anecdotes,  or  to  the  abominable  fecret  hiftories  of  courts 
where  female  influence,  and  female  depravity  are  fynonvmous 
terms,  but  I  appeal  to  the  open  equitable  page  of  hiftory,  to  a  body 
of  evidence  collected  from  the  teftimony  of  ages,  for  experin)ents 
tried  upon  the  grandeft  fcale  of  which  nature  admit?,  regiftered  by 

[various  hands  without  the  poilibility  of  collufion  and  without  a 
[view  to  any  particular  fyllem — from  thefe  you  muft  be  convinced, 
Ithat  fimilar  confequences  have  uniformly  refulted  from  the  fame 
Icaufes  in  nations  the  moft  unlike,  and  at  periods  the  mofl  diftant. 
|Fo11ow  the  hiftory  of  female  nature  from  the  court  of  Auguftu.^,  to 

N  2  the 


ifZ  Letters  for  Literary  Ladles, 

the  court  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  snd  tell  me  whether  \o\i  can 
hefitate  to  acknowledge,  that  the  influence,  the  liberty,  and  the 
power  of  women  have  been  conftant  concomitants  of  the  moral 
and  political  decline  of  empires — I  fay  the  concomitants  :  where 
events  are  thus  invariably  conncfted  I  might  be  juftified  in  faying, 
that  they  were  caufes— you  would  call  tiiem  effeils,  but  we  need 
not  difpute  about  the  momentary  precedence  of  evils,  which  are 
fo-md  to  be  infeparabie  companions — they  may  be  alternately  caufe 
and  efFecft, — the  reality  of  the  connexion  is  ertabiifi^ed,  it  mav  be 
difficult  to  afcertatn  precifely  its  nature.'      p.  io. 

Havinq  thus  philippicifecl  the  political  part  of  the  female  cha- 
racter, our  author  moralifes  o!i  the  conceffions  that  feme  mo- 
dern philofophers  have  made  on  the  fubje<Sl  of  equality  be- 
tween the  fexes — 

'  I  am  by  no  means  difpofed  to  ir,dulge  in  the  fafaionable  ridi- 
cule of  prejudice.     There  is  a  fentimental,   metaphyfica!  argument,    * 
■which,  independently  of  all  others,  has  lately  been  ufed  to  prevail  1 
upon  us   to  relinquifli  that  fuperiorily  which  ftrength  of  body  in 
favage,  and  ftrengthof  mind  in  civilized,  nations  fecures  to  man. 
We  are  told,  that  as  women  are  reafonable  creatures,  they  fliould 
be  governed  only  by  reafon  ;  and  that  we  difgrace  ourfelves,-  and 
enflave  them  when  we  inliil  even  the  moft  ufeful  truths  as  prejudi- 
ces.— Morality  fhould,  we  are  toW,  he  founded  upon  demonftra-. 
tlon,  not  upon  fentiment ;  and  we  fliould  irot  require  human  beings 
to  fubmit  to  any  laws  or  cuftoms,  witliout  convincing  their  under- 
flandings   of  the   univerfal   utility   of  thefe   political   conventions. 
When  are  we  to  expeft  this  conviction  ?  We  cannot  expeft  it  from 
childhood,  fcarcely  from   youth ;    but,  from  the   maturity  of  the 
imderflanding,  we  are  told  that  we  may  expect  it  with  certainty. — ^ 
And  of  what  ufe  can  it  then  be  to  us  ?  When  the  habits  are  fixed,. 
when  the  characfter  is  decided,  when  the  nianners  are  formed,  what    | 
can  be  done  bv  the  bare  conviftion  of  the  underftandin^  ?   What  ■  ' 
could  we  expeft  from   that  v/oman  whofe  moral  education  \\:as  to 
begin  at  the  moment  when  flie  was  called  upon  to  a(5t ;  and  who 
without  having  imbibed  in  her  early  years  any  of  the  faJutary  preju- 
dices of  her  fex,  or  without   having;  been  educated  in  the  amiabi*,-: 
acquieicence  to  welt-eftabliflied  maxims  of  female  prudence,  flioulc^J 
boldly  venture  to  conduct  herfelf  by   the  imme<iiate  conviction  o^'> 
her  underftan.ding?    I  care  not  for  the  names  or  titles  of  my  guides;, 
all  that  I  fiiall  enquire  is,  which  is  belt  acquainted  with  the  road^. 
Provided  women  be  conducted  quietly  to  their  good,  it  is  fcarcelj|;; 
worth   their    while  to  difpute   about   the    pompous,    nieiaphyfical. 
names  or  precedency  of  their  motives.      Why  fliould  they  deem  \%i 
(iifgraceful  to  be  indticedto  purfue  their  intereft  by  what  fome  phU,  i 
lofophers  are-pleafed  to  call  weak  motives?  Is  it  not  much  lefs  dif*  ; 
graceful  to  be  peaceably  governed  by  weak  reafons,  than  to  be  in- 
capable 
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capable  of  being  reftrained  by  the  flrongeft  ?  The  dignity  of  human 
■  nature,  and  the  boafted  free  "will  of  rational  agents,  are  high  found- 
•jng  words,  likely  to  impofe  upon  the.  vanity  of  the  fair  fex,  as  well 
as  upon  the  pride  of  our's  ;  but.  if  we  anaiyfe  the  ideas  annexed  to 
thefe  terms,  to  what  fliail  we  reduce  them  ?  Reafon  in  its  higheft 
perfeflion  feems  juft  to  arrive  at  the  certainty  of  inftinft;  and 
truth,  imprciled.upon  the  mind  in  early  youth  by  the  united  voice 
of  affection  and  authority,  gives  all  the  real  advantages  of  the  moft 
inveftigating  fpirit  of  phiiofophy.  If  the  refult  of  the  thought, 
experience,  and  fufferings  of  one  race  of  beings  is  (when  inculcated 
upon  the  belief  of  the  next)  to  be  Itigmatifed  as  prejudice,  there  is 
an  end  to  all  the  benefits  of  hiftory  and  of  education.  The  mu- 
tual intercourfe  of  individuals  and  of  nations  muft  be  only  for  the 
traffic  or  amufement  of  the  day.  Every  age  mufl:  repeat  the  fame 
experiments;  every  man- and  every  nation  muit  make  the  fame 
miftakes,  and  fufter  the  fame  miferies,  whilll  the  civilization  and 
happinefi  oi  the  world,  if  not  retrograde  in  their  courfe,  muft  for 
ever  be  ftationary.'     p.  16. 

The  foregoing  reflections  are,  in  our  opinion,  both  ingeni- 
ous and  foiid  ;  and  though  we  truft  we  are  not  ungrateful  for 
tlie  pleafure  we  have  received  from  the  produvSlions  of  feveral 
ladies  who  ornament  the  literary  world,  we  cannot  deny  the 
point  and  the  trudi  of  the  following  remarks-— 

'  Women  of  literature  are  much  more  numerous  of  late  than 
they  were  a  few  years  ago.  .They  make  a  clafs  in  fociety,  they  fill 
the  public  eye,  and  have  acquired  a  degree  of  confe'quence  and 'an 
appropriate  characlier.  The  efteem  9^  private  friends,  and  the  ad- 
miration of  the  public  for  their  talents,  are  circumftances  highlv 
flattering  to  their  vanity,  and  as  fuch  I  will  allow  them  to  be  fub- 
fl:antial  pleafures.  1  am  alfo  ready  to  acknowledge  that  a  tafte  for 
literature  adds  much  to  the  happinefs  ,of  l.ife,  and  women  may  en- 
joy to  a  ce,i--tain  degree  this  happinefs  as  well  as  men.  But  with  li- 
terary women  this  Iilent  happinefs  feems  at  beft  but  a  fubordinate 
confideration ;  it  is  not  by  the  treafures  they  poflefs,  but  by  thofe 
which  they  have  an  opportunity  of  difplaying,  that  they  ellimate 
their  Aveahh..  To  obtain  pubjic  applaufe,  they  are  betrayed  too 
often  into  a  miferableofi:entat-ion  of  th.eir  learning. 

*  Coxe  tells  us,  that  certain  Ruffian  ladies  fplit  their  pearls,  i;i 
order  to  make  a  greater  difplay  of  finery.  The  pleafure  o^  being 
admired  for. wit  or  .erudition,  1  cannot  exactly  meafure  in  a  female 
mind,  but  ftate  it  to  be  its  great  as  you  reafonably  can  fuppofe  it, 
there  are  evils  attendant  upon  it,  which,  in  the  cftimation  of  a  pru- 
dent father,  may  overbalance  the  good.  The  intoxicating  effcd:  of 
wit  upon  -the  brain,  has  been  well  remarked  by  a  poet,  who  was  a 
friend  to  the  fair  fex,  and  too  many  ridiculous,  and  too  many  dif- 
gufting,  examples  confiroi  tire  Aiuith  of  the  obfervation.     The  de- 
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ference  that  is  paid  to  genius  fometimes  makes  the  fair  fex  forget, 
that  genius  will  be  refpedted  only  when  united  with  difcretion. 
Thofe  who  have  acquired  flune,  fancy  that  they  can  afford  to  fa- 
crifice  reputation.  I  will  fuppofe,  however,  that  their  heads  fliall 
be  ftrong  enough  to  bear  inebriating  admiration  ;  and  that  their 
condua  (hail  be  efientially  irreproachable,  yet  they  will  (liew  in  their 
manners  and  converfation  that  contempt  of  inferior  minds,  and  that 
iiegleft  of  common  forms  and  cuftoms,  which  will  provoke  the 
indignation  of  fools,  and  which  cannot  efcape  the  cenfure  of  the 
wife.  Even  whilft  we  are  fecure  of  their  innocence,  we  diflike 
that  daring  fpirit  in  the  female  fex,  which  delights  to  oppofe  the 
common  opinions  ot  fociety,  and  from  apparent  trifles  we  draw 
unfavourable  omens,  which  experience  too  often  confirms.'     p.  23. 

We  have  confined  our  extra£ls  to  this  part  of  the  volume, 
on  account  of  the  ingenuity  with  which  it  difcufles  a  novel 
and  interefting  topic. 

The  Letters  of  Julia  and  Caroline  form  an  afPecling  nar- 
rative of  the  fate  of  a  young  lady  poflefTed  of  talents  and 
fenfibility,  who  indifcreetly  facrificed  her  happinefs  at  the 
fhrine  of  wealth  and  title. — The  advice  of  Caroline  to  her 
friend  contains  many  admirable  refledlions  on  the  mifchievous 
influence  of  the  palTions  over  the  reafon. 

The  '  Eflay  on  the  Noble  Science  of  Self-juftification,'  with 
which  the  volume  before  us  is  concluded,  will  afford  confider- 
able  amufemcnt  to  the  reader.  Thofe  little  affectations  and 
pettifh  contradi6tions,  by  which  domeftic  peace  is  often  dif- 
turbed  or  deflroyed,  are  expofed  in  a  vein  of  ironical  humour, 
not  inferior  to  Swift,  and  with  an  eafe  and  elegance  of  ex- 
prefTion,  that  would  have  done  credit  to  the  pen  of  Addifon. 


Sorrows-  Sacred  to  the  Afcmory  of  Penelope.  By  Sir  Brooke 
Beothbyy  Bart.  Folio.  1 1.  I  a.  Boards.  Cadell  and  Da- 
vies.      1796. 

TT  is  a  common  obfervation,  but  by  no  means  founded  in  1 
•^  truth,  that  real  grief  admits  not  the  embellifhments  of  po- 
etry.— There  is  indeed  a  kind  of  poetry,  built  upon  quaint 
conceits  and  fanciful  imagery,  which  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
the  ofFspring  of  feeling  ;  but  the  records  of  all  ages  will  fhow 
that  cultivated  minds  have  fought  and  found  relief,  under  the 
mofl  poignant  forrow,  from  the  foothing  power  of  melody 
and  verie.    The  great  obferver  of  human  nature  tells  us  that 

«  Grief  which  will  not  fpeak, 

Whifpers  the  o'er-fraught  heart  and  bids  it  break.' 

And,  to  a  mind  accuftomed  to  the  effufion  of  its  fcntiments 
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upon  paper,  to  write  is  as  natural  as  to  fpeak ;  perhaps  more 
fo,  fince  it  is  allowable  to  affume  a  higher  tone  of  fentiment 
and  to  indulge  a  more  plaintive  fpirit  of  regret  in  poetical 
compofirion,  than  the  ufages  of  life  will  permit  in  the  com- 
mon intercourfes  of  foolery.  The  firfl:  paroxyfm  of  grief 
cannot  laft  long  in  any  cafe  :  and  when  that  is  over,  the  ele- 
gant and  cultured  mind  vents  itfclf  in  fuch  expreflions  of  grief, 
as  the  monody  of  Lyttleton  or  of  Shavi^,  or  thofe  of  Young 
for  the  lofs  of  his  NarciiTa,  as  unaffcdledly  as  the  common 
mourner  feeks  confolation,  by  dwelling  on  the  circumftances 
of  his  lofs,  amldft  his  fire-fide  circle  of  fympathifing  friends. 
The  fonnets  now  prefented  to  the  world  by  fir  Brooke 
Boothby,  owe  their  origin  to  the  affedfing  lofs  of  an  only 
daughter  of  fix  years  old.  They  are  written  with  great  deli- 
cacy and  tendernefs,  and  prefent  tlie  interefting  fubjedt  under 
a  variety  of  points  of  view,  all  calculated  to  lead  the  reader 
to  fympathife  in  the  difappointment  of  the  afflided  parent. 
Many  of  the  expreflions  indicate  an  abandonment  of  the  mind 
to  grief,  which  even  the  feverity  of  fuch  a  lofs  will  hardly 
jiiftify  in  the  eyes  of  fober  reafon,  though  fan£lioned  by  the 
lamentations  of  Cicero  for  his  Tullia  ;  but  we  will  hope 
they  were  the  feelings  of  fu-  Brooke  Boothby  only  while  the 
lofs  was  recent,  and  that  time  has  ere  now  fubdued  them  to  a 
milder  fentiment  of  regret.  We  fhall  indulge  our  readers 
with  the  following  fpecimens — 

^  Life's  fummer  flown,  the  vvint'ry  tempeft  rude 
Bei);an  to  lower  on  the  deciinin<i  year; 
When  fmiles  celeftial  gilt  the  profpeft  drear, 
DifpcU'd  the  gloom,  and  joyful  fpring  renew 'd  : 

*  Frcdi  flowers  beneath  her  fairy  feet  were  ftrew'd; 
Again  ibft  accents  woo'd  the  enchanted  ear; 
In  her  bright  form,  as  in  a  mirrour  clear, 
Reflected,  each  u:av  fcene  of  life  I  view'd. 

'  Young  in  her  vouth,  and  graceful  in  her  grace, 
In  her'b,  I  lived  o'er  every  joy  again  ; 
Lived  o'er  the  charms  that  beam'd  upon  her  face, 

Where  Hope  and  I^ove  revived  their  fmiling  train. 
Night  o'er  the  fcene  her  blacked  veil  has  fprcad  ; 
And  Death's  pile  hand  a  tenfold  horrour  ihed.'     r.  7. 


♦  Though  fince  my  date  of  woe  long  years  have  roll'd, 
Darknefs  ne'er  draws  the  curtains  round  my  head, 
Nor  orient  morning  opes  her  eyes  of  gold, 
But  grief  purfues  my  walks,  or  haunts  my  bed. 

'  Vifions,  in  fleep,  their  trillful  fhapes  unfold; 
Show  mifery  living,  hope  and  pleafure  dead, 
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Pate  flirouded  beauty^  krfles  faint  and  co]6, 
Or  murmur  words  the  parting  angel  faid. 

'  Thoughts,  W.htn  awakcv  their  wonred  trains  renew  j 
Wiih  nil  their  flings  my, tortured  breaft  afl'ail  ; 
Her  faded  form  nov\'  glides,  be  fore  my  view  ; 

'  Her  plaintive  voice  now  iioats  upon  the  gale. 
The  hope  ho\v.vain,  fhattime  fnoiiid  bring  relief  I 
Time  does  but  deeper  root  a  realgrief.'      p.  19. 

Th,e  fcventeenth  fonnet  is  a  beautiful  one.  It  turns  upoix 
iL%c\e.t  oi  the  young  lady's  liair,vvorn  by  the  author,  andi 
has  m,6're  of  F^ncy  in  it  than  feme  of  the  reli.i  ^ov  if  the  tones 
of  grief  are  iri  any '^danger  of  yvearying,  the  ear,  it  is,  becaui^ 
they  ii"d  apttb  b&cpme  moliotpn'Gus. ,  The  fonnets  are-twen*} 
t^'-fPur  in  number,  to  which  are  added  two  elegie?,  a?id  lorp:<2, 
itoncludine  flanzas  o'li  the  fame  fubjecl:.  In  one  of  the  ejejr 
gies,  \vt  meet  wTthV»n  ipagc  of  exqyirite, beauty*  -Speaking 
p{  hinifelf,  the  author  fays- — 

'  Dropp'd  froip  exigence.  like  a  fcattered  tear 
la  the  valf  waves  ol  rime'^s  uuiathtom'd  fcra.' 

The  fecond  elegy,  varying  to  a  meafure  of  more  familiar 
plaintivenefs,  has  not  an  unhappy  eflisSt.  We  fhall  gratify 
our  readers  by  tranfcribinp;  it — 

'  Now  the  down  of  the  fwano^'&riiiny  temples  is  fpread, '      ■ 
And  grief  and  misfo:tutie  have  ljo,w','d  down  my  head  j 
Now  old  age  is  at  hand,  and  each  forro\v;fgl  day 
Something  adds  to  the  load,  as  the,,itrength  vyears.  Jiway  ; 
'Twere  fitting,  the  Wtite  that  life  had  to  laft,  ;, 
Free  from  care  and  alajip  i-night  h3:ve  q^vvefly  p3fs"<l ; 
That  in  ftudious  re^ofe,  to  njy  bqfom  ftill  dear, 
Soft  peace  might  have  ended  ^an  humble  career  ;   . 
In  the  houfe  of  njy  fathers,  ah  1  too  much  miy  pride  ! 
On  a  wife's  f-ichful  breaft  have  feeur.ely  relied  j  . 
Willi  a  few  dear  cprnpanioijs,   vvhp  ki?o>ving  my.  heart, 
Had  to  faults  been,  indulgent,  where  tlpt  had  no  part ; 
Till  the  marble,  in  vvait  for  the  reft  otf.  it?  prey, 
To  eternal  obllvisju  bad  f^iatch'd  me  ^^YPYi) 
To  her  again  join'd,  latjwhofe  fad,  e,^|Jv  xlo^m, 
AH  my  joys,  hopes,  and  pleafures,  were  hid  in  the  tomb^ 
Such  once  was  my  vy.ilh,  nor  um,vorthy  to  know 
The  e.,lm-,that  aii  innocent  |i,fe  fiiould  beftpw  ; ,     . 
But  vain  wepe  my  .pr.^jefts,  my  wiCbes  all  vain  ; 
No  repofc;,  no  retirement,  muli  foften  my  pain  ; 
'    Strange  mafters  my  meadows  und  groves  (Ijall  pofTefs; 
For'them,  my  loved  plauis  wear  their  beautiful  drefs. 
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To  new  regions  I  go ;  unfriended,  alone, 

Rejecfted,  forgotten,  unpititd,  unknown. 

Doom'd,  perhaps,  to  behold  my  dear  country  no  more, 

My  bones  ftiall  lie  white  on  fome  far  diftant  fnore; 

O'er  my  poor  fcatter'd  relicks  no  forrows  be  fhed, 

And  namelefs  the  duft  that  flies  over  my  he;.d.'     p.  34. 

The  reft  of  the  volume  Is  filled  up  with  fhort  mifcellaneous 
poems,  and  the  death  of  Clorinda  fiom  Taflb.  We  mud  not 
omit  mentioning  that  this  publicacion  forms  a  beautiful  and 
fplendid  fpecimen  01  typography.  The  emblems  and  other 
engravings  with  which  it  is  decorated,  are  executed  with  taftc 
and  elegance. 


^VfiTTtOH  'I'KTTO'hvTog  ^Tstpavn^pOfOf  ;  cum  ScholUsy  Verjione  Latina^ 
varin  LeChonibus^  p^alckcnuri   Notls'  iniegrris^  ac  [elects  ad' 
r,.  prum  VV>  DD.  quibus  fuas  adjunxit   F.  H.    Egcrton.     4I0, 
■^:,  iJ-   i6s.  Boards.     Edwards.     1796. 

^'T^HE  typographical  beauty  of  this  volume  does  honour  to 
-*•  the  Oxford  prefs  ;  and  it  may,  prima  faclc^  be  fuppofed 
-thk  the  work  was  intended  more  for  ornament  than  for  ufe. 
But,'  on  a  foi'vey  of  the  great  number  of  notes  which  accom- 
pany'the  dramatic  piece  now  publifhed,  we  are  inclined  to 
i)eUeve  that  it  was  dellined  for  regular  and  (ludious  perufal  ; 
Q  purpofe,  however,  which  might  have -been  a-nfwered  with- 
out fuch  a  hn  a  fs  of  annotation.  '  '"*  - 

The  editor  informs  us,  in  his  Preface,  that,  when  he  received 
the  clafricarinllrudionsof  tiivo  learned  men,  who  are  affe£tedly 
called  by  him  Fofterus  0  fxaxapirvg  et  Davifius  0  Ttavu,  he  was  ac- 
cuihomed  to  make  memoranda  of  their  nioft  ftriking  obfervations, 
which'  !li<i 'bccafionally'ieinforced  with  the  fuggeftions  of  his 
ib\ViT  fmt\d.  A.  fuWequent  examination  of  thefe  colledions 
-gave  him  fuch  pleafure,  that  he  v/asinduced  to  think  cf  pre- 
paring fome  Greek  claflic  for  the  prefs;  but,  not  having  an 
opportunity  of  exercifing  his  talents  and  induflry  on  a  large 
work,  he  feletleci  a  folitary  drama  of  Euripides,  lefs  for  its 
•  Superior  excellence  than  for  its  brevity. 

•  The  notes  which  accompany  the  firft  aft,  are  principally 
•borrowed,  with  due  acknowledgment,  from  Mufgrave  and 
Barnes ;  and  many  parallel  paflages  are  introduced.  But  no 
grounds  of  interesting  remark,  conne£led  with  this  a£l,  are 
-afforded  by  any  of  thofe  annotations  which  appear  to  owe 
•their  origin  to  the  prefent  editor. 

In  the  fecond  acl,  where  the  text  exhibits  Qaveiv  aanu  ^' 
Hi  uTroffTOiffiv  f(8,  the  critic  recommends  ah\'  for  Sav£iv ;  ob- 

*  ferving, 
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ferving,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  paflage  is,  '  "We  are  ignorant  of 
the  caufc  of  Phxdra's  abftlnencc  from  food  j  but  the  fad  is, 
that  (he  hazards  her  life  by  continued  fading.'  The  previous 
quedion  is,  *  Does  flie  thus  abdain  in  confequence  of  illncfs, 
or  from  views  of  fpontaneous  death  ?'  From  the  anfwer  given 
in  the  text,  tlie  apparent  meaning  is,  *  She  is  inchned  to  die  -, 
and,  indeed,  fhe  has  almoft  accomplifhed  that  intention.' 
The  alteration,  therefore,  does  not  feem  to  be  necelTary,  un- 
lefs  it  fhould  be  urged,  that  the  conjunftion  which  follows 
aa-nsi,  will  more  regularly  agree  with  the  opinion  of  Mr- 
Egerton,  than  with  the  explanation  which  we  have  given  ; 
though  even  the  admiffion  of  that  point  will  not  difprove  the 
other  acceptation  of  the  v/ord. 

The  reader  of  this  edition  will  be  furprifed  to  find  a  quota- 
tion from  '  Sir  W.  Jones's  Reports,  anno  primo  Carol!  Regis  j' 
of  which  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it  is  not,  flrittly,  a  cafe 
in  point. 

From  a  defponding  remark  of  Phxdra,  our  annotator  takes 
occafion  to  reprobate  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Greek 
philofophers  and  poets  to  the  pra£lice  of  fuicide.  On  this 
fubject  he  declaims  with  an  honeft  warmth  ;  and,  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  a  Chriftian  divine,  maintains  the  infufficiency  of  the 
light  of  nature  to  guide  the  v^^andering  fleps  of  frail  mortals. 

An  alteration  of  Trcvlia  into  Trolna  is  recommended,  before 
KuTTpt ;  and  the  paflage,  we  think,  is  improved  by  the  fuggef- 
tion.  "We  meet  with  K//tayJT>}xo<7i  for  rfiapTmorai  (v.  469) ; 
and,  in  other  parts  of  the  a£l,  we  obferve  other  fubflitutions 
which  are  well-founded. 

The  fpeech  (in  the  third  a£l)  in  which  Hippolytus  feems  to 
encourage  equivocation  and  perjury,  has  produced  a  note  of 
quotation  and  remark.  Bayle  condemns  Euripides  for  having 
introduced  fo  pernicious  a  fentiment  as  that  which  reprefents 
the  tongue  and  the  mind  as  not  uniting  in  the  fame  oath  :  but 
Brumoy  endeavours  to  excufe  the  tragedian,  by  obferving  that 
Hippolytus  is  made  to  prefer  death  to  a  difclofure  of  that  fe- 
cret  which  he  had  fworn  to  keep.  Mr.  Egerton  declares  for 
neither  of  thofe  critics ;  but  mentions  the  difapprobation 
■which  was  expreffed  in  the  theatre  of  Athens  at  th^  recital  of 
this  fpeech,  and  dates  the  excufe  which  the  poet  then  made, 
by  referring  to  the  future  condud  of  Hippolytus.  The  paf- 
fage,  however,  may  jullly  be  deemed  exceptionable. 

In  the  tv/o  lad  ads,  as  well  as  in  the  former  part  of  the 
piece,  few  of  the  annotations  are  original  *,  but  the  editor  is 
willing  to  dlfplay  his  extent  of  reading  by  various  illuftrative 
quotations,  in  dialeds  both  ancient  and  modern,  and  in  the 
languages  both  of  Europe  and  Afia. 
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An  HiJIorlcal  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution,  Commencmg 
with  iti.  prcdifpojlng  Caufes,  and  carried  on  to  the  Acceptation 
of  the  ConjUtution^  in  "1795.  By  Samp/on  Perry.  2  Vols. 
^vo.     14J.  Boards.     Symonds.      1795. 

T^HE  author  of  thefe  volumes  gives  the  following  account 
of  his  motives  and  pretenfions  to  public  encouragement, 
in  his  Introduftion — 

*  Little  is  required  to  be  l^iid  with  the  view  to  awaken  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  reader  to  the  contents  of  this  work.  The  fubjeft  is  of 
the  utmofl  importance,  not  merely  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  parti- 
cular country,  but  to  human  nature.  A  people  long  diftinguifhed 
for  the  refinement  of  their  manners,  and  for  the  brilliancy  of  their 
wit  and  genius,  fetting  to  furrounding  nations  a  glorious  example, 
by  vindicating  the  injured  rights  of  man,  againft  oppofition  the  mofl 
formidable  that  can  be  conceived,  is  one  of  thofe  occurrences 
which  cannot  be  magnified  by  the  power  of  language.  To  fpurn 
under  foot  the  idols  of  tyranny  and  fuperftition,  by  the  influence 
of  reafon, — -to  ered,  on  the  ruins  of  arbitrary  power,  the  glorious 
edifice  of  civil  liberty, — is  a  fpeft^rcle  worthy  of  earth  and  heaven. 

'  A  well  eftablifhed  fyllem  of  freedom,  cannot  but  become  a 
bond  of  union  among  nations,  and  open  a  fource  of  human  hap- 
pinefs  hitherto  unknown.  It  is  the  obliquity  in  the  underftanding 
of  the  fceptic,  which  makes  him  doubt  the  prafticability  of  fo  vaft 
a  work  ;  it  is  the  corruptnefs  of  heart  in  the  felf-interefted,  which 
would  thwart  every  defign  for  its  accomphfliment.  But  men 
^  whofe  minds  equally  glow  with  the  love  of  freedom,  from  knowing 
•its  value,  will,  by  a  fympathy  of  foul,  acquire  a  more  than  natural 
ftrength  to  bear  down  all  diftinftions  of  country  and  climate,  and 
tend  to  utterly  difcountenance  thofe  prejudices  which  have  contri- 
buted to  this  very  hour  to  n\ake  the  hiftory  of  man  a  hiftory  of 
wicked nefs  and  wretchednefs. 

'  This  volume  will  carry  the  reader  to  nearly  the  end  of  the  la- 
bours of  the  firli,  or  conftituent  aflembly,  to  that  point  of  time 
which  may  properly  be  called  an  interregnum. 
.  '  The  pen  of  a  Tacitus  would  be  barely  fufficient  to  defcribe, 
with  fuirable  dignity,  the  proceedings,  and  faithfully  to  paint  the 
energy  of  many  of  the  members  of  that  auguft  alTembly  :  their 
ftupendous  works  are  known,  and  have  been  admired  ;  they  have 
been  curforily  fet  forth  in  the  tranfitory  publications  of  the  times. 

'  If  the  author  has  taken  upon  him  to  record  thofe  tranfa^dlions 
with  more  method  and  hiftorical  precifion,  to  conneft  that  which 
would  otherwife  be  left  broken  and  obfcure  for  want  of  arrange- 
ment, explanation,  and  elucidation  ;  if  he  has  undertaken  a  talk 
which  may  be  thought  to  require  an  abler  head  and  hand,  the  fault 
is  not  io  much  in  his  urefumption  as  in  his  captiYation, 
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*  It  is  lefs  in  the  .firft  than  in  the  fucceeding  volume,  that  the 
fketcher  of  this  hiftory  pretends  to  bwild  on  materials  exclufively  , 
his  own.  Driven  by  perfecution  from  England,  he  was  thrown 
into  {o  peculiar  a  fituation  in  France,  that  he  may,  without  fear  of 
contradidion,  fay,  few  had  the  fame  opportunity  of  inveftigating 
the  caufes  of  manv  of  thofe  incidents  which  the  wonderine  world 
afcribed  to  chance  or  a  bhnd  fatality.  With  refpeft  to  the  literary 
execution  of  this  work,  the  author  lays  no  claim  to  excellence;  he 
confidered  the  utility  of  it  to  be  founded  on  earlinefs  and  expedi- 
tion; it  is  on  that  ground  alone  he  hoped  for  encouragement:  when, 
therefore,  it  is  remembered  in  how  fliort  a  time  it  has  been  brought 
forward,  he  trufls  he  may,  without  vanity,  fay,  that  with  more 
leifure  it  would  have  been  lefs  imperfeft.'     p.  v. 

How  far  thefe  excufes  are  to  be  admitted  foi-  a  work,  which 
neither  for  roatter  nor  ftyle  polTeiTes  any  conlidcrable  degree  of 
merit,  is  a  point  which  our  readers  mufl  determine  for  them- 
selves. Different  clafles  of  politicians  will  view  it  with  differ- 
ent eyes  ;  but  the  candid,  even  of  thofe  v/ho  agree  in  the  re- 
publican fentiments  of  the  author,  will  fcarcely  fail  to  notice 
its  grofs  deficiencies  on  the  fcore  of  hiftorical  impartiality. 

Mr.  Perry  is  not  unknown  as  the  editor  of  a  late  newf- 
paper,  remarkable  for  its  intemperate  politics,  called  the 
y^rgus't  nor  are  the  public  unapprifed  of  the  legal  proceedings 
had  againfl  him,  in  confequence  of  certain  ofPenfive  para- 
graphs contained  in  it.  The  hiflory  of  thefe,  and  other  par- 
ticulars defcriptive  of  theperfecutions  under  which  the  author 
reprefents  himfelf  to  have  flruggled,  are  detailed  in  upwards 
of  thirty  prefatory  pages  ;  which  likewife  includes  a  narrative 
of  what  happened  of  a  revolutionary  nature  in  France,  during 
his  detention  in  that  country.  ■ 

In  the  feeond  volume,  Mr.  Perry  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  unfortunate  expedition  of  the  emigrants  againfl  France, 
with  which  we  fliall  conclude  our  remarks — 

*  An  hoftile  enterprife  againfl  France,'  fays  he,  '  which  has  nei- 
ther grandeur  in  its  defign,  nor  wifdom  in  its  execution,  is  fcarce 
deferving  mention  in  the  military  hiftory  of  the  revolution  o.f 
France  ;  neverthelefs,  as  its  conduct  was  iiitruiled,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  to  the  heretofore  moft  diftinguiflied  perfonages  of  that  coun« 
try,  and  efpecially  to  the  nobles  refiding  in  thofe  provinces,  upon 
which  the  operations' were  firft  to  be  made,  it  cannot  well  be  over- 
looked. The  recent  death  of  the  fon  of  Louis  the  XVI.  which 
had  happened  on  the  9th  of  June,  gave  new  hopes  to  the  friends  of 
rovaltv  ;  for  althcuoh  Monfieur,  the  late  kino's  brother,  had  taken 
upon  i.'mfelf  the  functions  of  regent,  yet,  as  he  was  now  to  be 
proclaimed  king,  it  was  expefted  that  every  foreign  power  would 
exert  itfelf  more  to  place  him  on  the  throne  (being  in  liberty),  tha 
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they  could  be  perfuaded  to  do  in  favour  of  an  infant  in  the  hands  of 
their  enemy.  Rritifli  politics  appear  to  be  more  wounded  and  de- 
graded, in  reputation,  for  the  part  the  adminifiration  took  in  this 
ill-fated  projeft,  than. for  all  the  other  mifcarriages  of  the  war  put 
together.  As  the  plans  of  feveral  of  fhe  American  campaigns  ori- 
ginated in  the  difappointed  loyahfts  ;  fo  this,  doubtlefs,  was  fuggeii- 
ed  by  the  equally  mortified  emigrants.  It  was  as  crude  and  ill- 
digelled,  as  ill  executed  :  at  one  time,  it  was  oftenfibly  given  out, 
that  a  conliderable  Britifa  force,  under  the  command  of  a  once 
popular  nobleman,  was  to  aid  the  undertaking:  but  whether  from 
the  difmclination  of  the  commander  to  take  upon  himfelf  fuch  a 
charge,  or  irom  a  prefage  of  the  confequences  ;  or,  which  is  more 
probable,  that  thofe  troops  were,  from  the  firfV,  deftined  for  ano- 
ther fervice,  the  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  France  was  unaccompanied 
by  any  native  Britidi  troops. 

'  An  aft  oi  parliament  was  paiTed  in  the  feffions  of  i  794,  ena- 
bling the  king  to  grant  commiflions  to  French  officers,  and  to  enlifl 
fubjeds  of  France,  as  foldiers  to  ferve  on  the  continent,  on  Britifli 
pay.  The  Due  de  Harcourt  was  chofen  on  the  part  of  the  emi- 
grants, with  lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Windham,  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  Seven  regiments  were  to  be  raifed,  of  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  men  each,  and  money  was  advanced  to  the  following 
noble  emigrants  for  the  raifing  thofe  corps,  viz.  D'Autichamp, 
D'Hervilly,  De  Caflrie,  De  Viofmenil,  De  Drefnay,  De  Bethify, 
and  De  Mortmari.  Thefe  corps  were  to  be  raifed  in  deferters  from 
the  French  armies,  or  in  pealants  on  the  frontiers  of  France.  Many 
were  alfo  engaged,  during  the  hard  winter  of  the  fame  year,  from 
the  prifons  in  England,  where  the  temptation  of  being  cloathed  and 
fed,  induced  thefe  miferable  captives  to  enter.  With  what  fince- 
rity  thev  engaged  in  this  fervice  misht  have  been  imagined — im- 
prifonment  never  made  a  republican  a  royalift  !  a  part  of  thefe 
corps  had  been  ready  for  embarkation  fome  time  ;  and  others  were 
ordered  from  the  eaftern  continent  to  follow  them.  The  amnefty 
granted  by  the  French  government  to  the  Chouans  and  Vendeana 
had  occafioned  a  number  of  emigrants  to  make  their  way,  with  fafety, 
into  Normandy  and  Britanny  ;  and  from  their  correfpondence  it  was, 
that  the  greateft  e.xpedations  were  formed  of  fuccefs. 

'  The  French  government  was  early  apprifed  of  thefe  prepara- 
tions, by  letters  found  on  fufpeAed  perfons  who  held  communica- 
tions with  the  emigrants  in  Jerfey  and  in  England.  To  prepare 
the  v/ay  for  this  expedition,  a  fleet  put  to  fea,  under  the  command 
of  lord  Bridport.  The  French  fleet  alfo  left  Breft  about  the  fame 
time.  They  foon  met,  clofe  in  with  PorC  I'Orient,  when,  after  an 
engagement  of  no  long  duration,  the  Alexandre,  the  Tigre,  and 
the  Formidable,  ffruck  to  the  Britifli  commander.  The  French 
have  in  no  part  of  the  war  made  any  figure  by  fea — on  this  occafion 
they   did   lefs  than  ever.     Had  their  fliips  not  run  clofe  under  the 
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land,  it  is  very  probable  every  one  of  them  had  been  taken  or  de- 
ftroyed.     Their  fleet  confifted  of  twelve  fail  of  the  line,  and  eleven 
frigates,  with  (loops  and  cutters.     This  fame  fleet  had,  feven  days 
before,  fallen  in  with  a  fmall  fquadron  of  five  fliips  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates,  under  admiral  Cornwailis,  off  Belle  Ifle,  which  they 
had  allowed  to  efcape,  after  a  running  fight  of  ten  hours.     Six  of 
their  fliips  received  confiderable  damage  from  the  ftern  guns  of  the 
Englifli  men  of  war.     The  fuperiority  of  the  Britifll  naval  taftics 
over  thofe   of  the  French  was  never  more  fully   illuftrated  than  in 
thefe   inftances.     There  being  nothing  now  to  obftruft  the  main 
defign,  the  emigrant  corps,   with  abundance  of  ammunition,  ftores, 
and  fpare  arms  for  forty  thoufand  men,  were  embarked  on  board  a 
fuitable  number  of  tranfport  fliips,  under  the  command  of  fir  Joha 
BorJafe  Warren  ;  and  on  the  28th  they  landed  in  the  northern  part 
of  Quiberon  bay.     They  received   fome  annoyance   in   the  com- 
mencement of  their  difembarkation ;   but  in  fhifting  farther  from 
the  battery  that  had  reached  them,  tiiey  completed  that  operation 
during  the  day  and  night, 

♦  The  capture  of  Belle  Ifle  appears  to  have  been  reckoned  upon 
with  fome  confidence  by  the  projeftors  of  this  expedition.  On  the 
26th  of  the  fame  month,  captain  Ellifon,  of  the  Standard  man  of 
war,  lying  in  the  road,  fent  a  fummons  to  the  governor,  wherein  he 
mentioned  the  viftory  gained  over  the  French  fleet  on  the  23d,  and 
the  powerful  fuccours  the  king  his  mafter  had  furniflied  to  the  royal 
army  of  Britanny.  He  off^ered  to  fupply  the  garrifon  with  what- 
ever provifions  they  might  ftand  in  need  of,  if  they  would  furren- 
der ;  and  if  not,  he  fliould  cut  off  their  communication  with  the 
land.  He  aflured  them  they  fliould  not  be  fubjeft  to  a  foreign 
power,  but  be  placed  under  their  lawful  fovereign,  with  many 
other  arguments  of  this  nature. — The  governor  anfwered,  that  his 
*'  garrifon  M'ere  all  republicans,  and  would  defend  the  ifland  while 
they  had  life." 

*  M.  Puifaye,  who  took  the  command  of  the  emigrant  troops,  as 
foon  as  landed,  to  the  amount  of  about  fix  thoufand,  muft  have 
been  confiderably  difappointed  at  not  finding  himfelf  joined  bv  thofe 
num.erous  bodies  of  royalifts,  which  it  had  been  faid  were  on  the 
coaft  waiting  his  arrival.  The  highefl:  amount  of  the  number  faid 
to  have  jomed  him,  was  ten  thoufand  of  the  Chouans.  His  own 
had  been  greatly  magnified  to  the  rebels,  whofe  re-commencement 
of  hofl:iiify  appears  to  have  been  in  part  occafioned  by  the  great  ex- 
peflation  of  a  formidable  force  from  England,  to  co-operate  with 
them.  The  emigrants  immediately  encamped  near  the  little  feaport 
town  ofCarnac.  The  French  fleet  being  now  blocked  up  in  Port 
Louis,  by  the  Englifli,  and  Charette,  Stofflet,  and  Sapineau,  the  three 
Vendean  chiefs  again  in  arms,  it  was  no  wonder  the  whole  coun- 
try was  thrown  into  the  greatefl:  confternation.  The  emigrants 
pofleiTed  themfelves  of  Aurai;  but  upon  the  approach  of  the  re- 
publican 
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publican  general,  Jofuet,  with  a  body  of  repiiblicans,  they  retired. 
General  Hoche,  another  republican    general,  was    in  motion  too 
with  fifteen   thoufand   troops,  who  had  made  forced  marches  :  he 
had   alfo  with  him  a  heavy  train  of  artillery.     The  emigrants  not 
being  flrengthened  by  the  reinforcements  they  expefted,  and  finding 
the  enemy   encreafing  in  numbers  everyday,  began  to  fee  the  ne- 
ceflity   of  making  their  way  through  the  enemy's   lines,  or  bein<»- 
liable  to  be  driven  back  to  the  fliips.     They  made  more  than  one 
effort  with  ill  fuccefs,  to  force  their  way,  lofing  many  men,  and  a 
part  of  their  ftores  and  ammunition.     They  were  iveil  entrenched, 
on  the  narrowed  part  of  the  neck  of  land  which  joins  the  peninfu- 
la  oi  Quiberon  to  the  continent ;  fo  that,  had  they  been  all  united^ 
and  faithful  to  tach  other,  tliey  might  have  defended  themfelves  a]- 
mofl  againii  any  force.     But  as  molt  of  the  faiiors  from  the  Eu'difu 
prifons  among  them  had  been  forced  to  enlifl",  from  the  hardihips 
they  had  endured,  they  deferted  as  foon  as  opportunity  afforded,  and 
joined  the  enemy.  Val^  numbers  of  republican  troops  were  qiiicklv 
collected  at  Vannes,  from  all  the  neighbouring  departments;  and 
general  Grouchy,   with  a  detachment  from  thefe,  forced  a  body  oi 
emigrants  which  had  landed  at  Sufinia,  to  re-embark  on  board  their 
boats   before  they   had  time  to  efFeft  a  junftion  with  the  rebeis- 
The  Chouans  too,  were  beaten  in   three  different  places   within  a 
few  days  ;  io  that  the  profpeft  of  INI.  I'uifaye  became  truly  alarm- 
ing.    He  had  fent  the  women  and  children  on  board  the  fleet,  in 
cafe  of  the  worft.     On  the  night  of  the  21ft  of  July,  the  repub- 
licans, invited  by  fome   of  the  emigrant  foldiers,  attacked  the  ad- 
vanced guard  ;  they  were  informed  of  the  counterfign,  and  by  that 
means  had  pafTed  the  picquets.     As  foon  as  it  was  known  for  cer- 
tainty who  they  were,  more  of  the   emigrants   ran   over  to  thenj, 
In    this  manner  they   were  affifted  in  taking  the  fort,   by  the  very 
guard  which  had  been  placed  in  it.    The  count  d'Attilly,  who  had 
fucceeded   to  the   command    of  the  regiment  after  d'f-Iervilly  had 
been  wounded  and  difabled,  was  himlelf  fired  upon  by  the  troops 
of  his   regiment,  while    he   was  encouraging  the  men  to  refifl'  tlic 
enemy.     The  foldiers  of  many  of  the  regiments  turned  their  ai'ms 
upon  their  officers,  and  killed  them.     This  main  fort  had  been  de- 
fended by  about  three  thoufand  men  ;  but  as  the  republican  gene- 
ral  had   approached  unperceived,  tlie  main  body  of  the  em'crrants 
were   not  prepared  to  receive  him.     They  now  advanced,  and  the 
fiaughter   became  dreadful :  the  confufion  too,  was  not  to  be  dc- 
fcribed,  any  more  than  the  difmay  which  (truck  the  officers  in  fee- 
ing themfelves  abandoned  and  (hot  at  by  the  men  they  had  com- 
manded.    The  whole  of  the  entrenchments  were  loon  carried,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  emigrant  troops  who  remained  in  them  cut 
to  pieces.      Two  battalions,  under  the  command  of  IVI.  Sombrevjl 
difplaved  wonderful  bravery  ;   but  ior  them,  not  a  man  of  the  wl;ole 
expedition  could  have  efcnped.     J-Je  covered  the  rttre«t  cf  fuch  as 
S  could 
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could  get  off  (only  a  itw  hundreds,  including  fome  women  a'n<f 
children  who  were  received  on  board  the  (Iiips,  and  landed  on  two 
i'mall  adjacent  iflands)  with  fuch  diftinguiflied  fliill  and  courage  as  \ 
even  to  attraft  the  admiration  of  the  enemy  ;  but  what  he  enabled 
others  to  effeft,  he  was  unable  to  accomplifii  for  his  own  ill  fated 
followers-  With  the  exc-jption  of  the  icw  who  reached  the  fliips, 
all  who  were  on  the  peninfula  were  killed  or  taken  prifoners.  Ail 
the  baggage,  flores,  ammunition,  and  artillery,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  befides  five  American  prizes  laden  with  wheat,  which 
had  been  detained  for  the  life  of  the  emigrants. 

'  This  fatal  battle  and  carnage  may  be  called  the  termination  of 
the  expedition  ;  in  a  way  too  more  difaftrous  than  the  moll;  violent 
oppofers  of  it  had  predifted.  There  were,  however,  two  fmaller 
corps  of  emigrants  landed  to  the  north  oi  Quiberon,  and  are  fup- 
pofed,  at  the  moment  this  account  is  written,  to  be  encamped  on  a 
little  ifland  about  four  miles  from  the  continent.  —  What  expefta- 
tion  may  ftill  be  formed  in  the  minds  of  the  fanguine  promoters  of 
the  expedition,  of  communicating  with  the  Chouans,  or  other  re- 
Tolted  Frenchmen,  it  is  difficult  to  fay.'      Vol.  ii.  p.  617. 

Mijcellaneous  Poetry^  in  Engl'iJJi  and  Latin.  By  the  Rev.  Jofcpb 
Reeve.     \2mo.     5j..    Sewed,     Robfon. 

'TpHE  firft  poem  only  of  this  volume  is  in  Englifli ;  the  rePc 
"*■  are  Latin  tranflatious  of.  Addifon's  Cato,  —  Dryden's 
Alexander's  Feaflj — Pope's  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day, — a 
Defcription  of  the  Scafons,  from  a  paper  in  the  Spe£lator,— - 
Pope's  Eclogues,  the  latter  re-tranllated,  one  may  almoft  fay. 
Into  their  original  language, — and  two  Eclogues  on  St.  Catha- 
rine. Ugbrook  park  is  in  Devonlhire,  the  feat,  for  fome  gene- 
rations, of  the  Clifford  family.  The  author's  powers  of  de- 
fcription are  not  contemptible :  but  it  requires  a  good  deal  of 
loca!  knowledge  to  relifli  the  continual  reference  to  places  and 
families  which  are  fuggefted  by  the  fubjetl.  A  further  difad- 
vantage  the  poet  lies  under  is  the  want  of  harmony  in  the 
common  appellations,  as  in  the  following  enumeration,  where 
the  places  are  fufficiently  diverfified- — 

'  Teington  and  Kerfwell  firft  in  order  rife, 
Their  chalky  turrets  gleaming  thro'  the  ikies. 
Kings  there,  'tis  fung,  once  ftrove  for  martial  fame; 
Each  village  ftilt  retains  the  kingly  name. 
Next  lofty  Hennock  crowns  the  mountain's  height, 
Here  Ililingtcn  and  Bovey  greet  our  fight, 
There  Den  bury  unfolds  his  camp,  his  wood. 
His  hills  and  rocks,  dillain'd  with  Danifli  blood. 
Here  Kighweek's  tow'r,  the  failor's  landmark  flands, 
There  Creftovv'srock  the  boHcv  vale  commands. 

The 
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The  heath  e'en  fhines,  and  with  expenfive  toil. 
Improving  Stoford  clothes  th'  ungrateful  foil.  . 
Here  Whiteway  peeps,  there  pleafant  Ingfdon  fmiles, 
While  Brent's  dim  Torr  .our  wand'ring  eye  beguiles. 
Here  fcreen'd  from  ftcrms  and  blafts  of  wintry  Ikies, 
In  the  deep  fliade  fequefler'd  Ideford  lies  : 
And  here  our  fteps  inviting  Chudleigh  leads 
Thro' fiovv'ry  fields  and  ever-blooming  m.eads.'     p.  12. 

The  defcription  of  the  worked  flate-bed,  and  other  parti- 
culars of  the  feat  at  Ugbrook,  can  interefl  none  but  the 
owners.  The  Latin  tranllations  do  honour  to  the  abilities  of 
Mr.  Reeve  as  a  fcholar ;  Cato  is  rendered  in  iambic  verfe,  the 
love  fcenes  being  left  out :  this  however  occafions  great  ob- 
fcurity  in  many  parts  of  the  dialogue  where  they  ought  to  be 
referred  to.  The  fcene  particularly  where  Porcius 'exhorts 
his  brother  Marcus  to  fortitude,  for  want  of  fuch  a  reference, 
feems  to  throw  an  imputation  upon  his  courage — 

\              '  To  quell  ihy  fears,  and  guard  thy  drooping  heart 
On  this  liieakjide .' 


Vincere  imbelles  metus, 


c  Sortemque  forti  pe6tore  adverfam  pati, 

Magni  Catonis  liiium  &  juvat  &  decej. 

And  again  — 

*  A  brother's  fufferings  claim  a  brother's  pity." 

♦  A  fratre  lachrymas  poftulat  fratris  dolor.' 

If  \ht{Q  fufferhigs  ate  not  from  love,  they  appear  to  the  reader 
to  proceed  ftom  a  timidity  of  temper  unworthy  indeed  of  the 
fon  of  Cato.  We  (hall  make  one  or  two  other  remarks,  not 
meaning  by  them  to  undervalue  the  ver/ion  of  Mr.  Reeves,  but 
rather  to  Ibow  our  attention  to  it.  Ad  firft,  fcene  firft, — 
*  Spiendia'e  mendax  hondr,— an  impious  greatnefs.'  — -S/i/d^W/- 
dus,  we  think,  always  implies  fomething  really  excellent, 
as  in  ihe  fplendide  mendax  of  Horace,  from  which  the  ex- 
prefTion  Is  taken,  and  cannot  be  ufed  in  a  bad  fenfe.  Scene 
fecond, — *' ^.ics  Rotnuli  urbem  cernat  immunem  jugo^ — The 
tity  of  Rome  was.  already  in  the  hands  of  Csfar.  Addifon 
fays, — '  That  e'er  (hall  rife  on  Roman  liberty' 

T  he  following  Ihies — 

*  Confilia  prcefens  noftra  cum  Cato  regit 
Secura  pofito  Roma  refpirat  metu, 
Viftorque  vel  dum  bella  per  nuindum  vehit, 
Tremit  ijjife  Caefar ' 

Cslit.IIev.  Vol,  XIX,  Feb.  1797.  O  are 
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are  not  an  accurate  tranflation  of  the  Englifli  which  anfwer 
to  them  ;  and  the  third  and  fourth  line  lliould  not  have  been 
left  out — 

'  Not  all  the  pomp  and  majefty  of  Rome, 

Can  raife  her  fenate  more  than  Cato's  prefence  ; 

His  virtues  render  our  aflembly  aiv/ul, 

They  ftrike  with  fomething  like  religious  fear .' 

*  Franos  pati* — The  Numidians  moftly  rode  without  bridles  : 
— *  trains  him  to  his  hand'  is  the  Englifh. 

The  other  poems,  the  odes  included,  are  rendered  in  hex- 
ameter verfe,  which  the  author  manages  with  facility.  After 
all,  thefe  nug<^  difficiles  fall  precifely  under  the  cenfure  which 
Pope  pronounces,  when  he  fays — 

*  Strip  off  all  which  is  but  fliow  and  drefs, 
Or  learning's  luxury  or  idlenefs.' 


A  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Brake  to  his  Grace  the' 
Duke  of  Portland,  on  the  Condutl  of  the  Alinority  in  Parlia- 
ment. Containing  fify-f our  Articles  of  Impeachment  again  ft  \ 
the  Right  Hon.  C,  J.  Fox.  "  From  the  Original  Copy.^  in  the 
Pofeffion  of  the  Nolfle  Duke,  Svo.  2s.  bd,  Oweu. 
1797. 

'TpHOUGH  the  fale  of  this  fingular  produdion  has  been 
-■•  flopped  by  an  injunction  from  the  court  of  chancery,  yet 
we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  light  of  it ;  and 
without  wifliing  to  trefpafs  on  the  laws  of  our  country,  or  on 
the  prerogatives  of  that  honorrable  court,  we  are  anxious  to 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  our  readers,  by  fubmitting  to  them  a 
ihort  account  of  its  contents. 

We  pretend  not  to  be  acquainted  with  the  fecret  hiftory  of 
this  pamphlet,  nor  to  be  informed  from  authority  either  with 
what  view  it  was  written,  or  by  what  means  it  has  found  it& 
way  to  the  prefs.  We  have  heard  it  infinuated  that  it  was 
not  publiihed  without  the  knowledge  of  the  author,  and  that 
the  injun(Stion  from  chancery  was  either  a  decent  difguife,  or 
a  flratagem  to  flimulate  more  powerfully  the  curiofity  of  the 
public— Both  thefe  fuggeftions  are  evidently  unfounded. — If 
there  was  any  breach  of  confidence,  any  violation  of  the  fo- 
cial  duties  in  traducing  Mr.  Fox,  the  crime  was  in  the  writ- 
ing and  not  in  the  publication ;  neither  could  any  device  be 
neceffary  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  public  to  any  produc- 
tion of  Mr.  Burke's. 

From  its  general  tenor,  however,  and  from  the  circum- 
. fiances  attending  its  compofition,  we  cannot  regard  this  letter 

as 
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as  intended  for  a  mere  private  communication.     It  is  a  faft 
now  well  known,  and  openly  avowed  by  earl  Fitawilliam  in 
one  of  his  letters  to  lord  Carliflc,  that  ihe  coalition  between 
the  Portland  party  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  effe^l  of  a  negotiatiof!, 
and  rather  a  tedious  negotiation  ;  that  the  price  and  hire  of 
the  contraaing  parties  were  adually  flipulated  ;  and  in  this 
very  pamphlet  Mr.  Burke  himfelf  remarks,  that  «  Mr.  Fox, 
if  hepieafed,  might  have  been  comprehended  in  that  fyftem, 
with  the  rank  and  confideration  to  which  his  great  talents  en- 
tide  him,  and  indeed  muft  fecure  to  him  in  any  party  arrange- 
ment that  could  be  made.'    There  was  therefore  no  neceffity 
for  Mr.  Burke  to  v/rite  a  private  letter  to  the  duke  to  perfuade 
him  to  what  he  had  already  aflented  to.     The  pamphlet  muft 
then  have  been  written  either  with  a   view  to  circulate  it 
among  the  friends  of  the  party,  who  might  not  be  in  the  fc- 
cret,  or  fharers  in  the  fpoil,  or'it  muft  have  been  defigned  for 
pubacation,  as  a  juftification,  on  popular  grounds,  of  the  de- 
fertion  of  their  colleagues  ;  but  was,  probably  on  the  fuggef- 
tion  of  fome  of  the  more  temperate  of  the  party,  fupprelTed. 
With  this  idea,  the  chara6ler  and  ftyle  of  the  pamphlet  agree : 
—It  is  neither  written  in  the  iorm  of  a  mere  epiilolary  com- 
munication, nor  with  that  eafe  and  loofenefs  of  didion  with 
which  private  letters  are  ufually  compoffd.     It  contains  only 
known  and  public  faas,  and  alludes  but  little  to  the  private 
tranfadions  of  the  party.     Some   ftatements  in  it  the  duke 
^  Jiuft  Live  known  to  be  falfe  ;  and  therefore  they  could  never 
1^1  lave  been  mtroduced  with  a  view  of  convincing  his  private 
^^iiiudgment.     It  will,  however,  certainly  not  injure  the  reputa- 
^^;,  ion  of  Mr.  Fox  ;  fmce,  though  there  is  no  want  of  either  ma- 
I  ignity  or  induilry  to  deftroy  his  charader,  the  charges  are  the 
Itnolt  futile  that  can  well  be  conceived,  and   are  founded  only 
^j  ipon  fads  which  are  well  known  to  the  public,  and  for  the 
,  greater  part  of  which  Mr.  Fox  has  been  crowned  with  ap- 
:  |)laufe. 

y  The  firft  charge  relates  to  the  mifTion  of  Mr.  Adair  to  the 

U  l""  °^  l^eterfburgh,  while  the  difpute  was  pending  between 

^^:liat  court  and  the  court  of  St.  James's,  relative  to  the  ceffion 

*    1.     t^^?"^'  ^'^^'  *  ^°  fruftrate'  (as  it  is  faid  in  the  pamphlet) 

jj  the  objeds  for  which  the  minifter  from  the  crown  was  autho- 

|.,_';ited  to  treat;'  and  this  is  reprefented,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fox, 

•lit'  ''f  ^^J^^  '^"^^  fliortof  high  trcafon.  Now  the  moll  curious  fad 

.|(  j%"ing  this  charge  is,  that  the  fending  of  Mr.  Adair  to  Pe- 

j  _^  rlburg  was  not  the  ad  of  Mr.  Fox,  but  of  the  whole  junto 

ijurungtou  houfe  :  and  in  this  meafure,  we  have  heard  it  af- 

'■ted,  Mr.  Burke  was  one  of  the   moft  forward— we  have 

.    ^""d  that  he  was  one  of  the  lafl  men  who  took  leave  of  Mr. 

■^1  dair  on  his  departure, -and  that,  on  the  latter  exprefllng  a 

O  2  dclirc 
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defire  to  bid  farewell,  before  he  fet  ofF,  to  the  duke  of  Portland 
Mr.  Burke  undertook  to  fay  farewell  for  him,  and  to  conve 
his  parting  fentiments  to  the  duke.  We  do  not  afTert  this  t 
be  true  •,  we  have  heard  it — and  we  mention  it,  that  it  may  b 
controverted  if  it  be  falfe.  The  ftatement,  however,  receive 
fome  corroboration  from  what  our  author  obferves  in  p.  12  c 
this  pamphlet  — that,  previous  to  Mr.  Fox*s  moving  th 
amendment  on  the  addrefs  in  the  fefhon  of  1793  (more  tha 
two  years  after),  it  was  an  invariable  cullom,  on  every  meafu: 
of  importance,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  duke  of  Portland 
friends  before  it  could  be  adopted. 

In  the  fecond  article,  the  infiitution  of  the  fociety  ( 
*  Friends  of  the  People,'  is  charged  as  a  high  crime  and  mi 
demeanour  in  Mr.  Fox,  though  (it  is  fmgular  enough)  IVl 
Fox  was  not  a  member  of  that  fociety,  and  even  is  faid  in  th 
article  to  have,  in  one  inflance  at  leaii,  expreficd  his  difappr 
bation  of  their  proceedings. 

3.  Mr.  Fox  is  accufed  of  having  condemned  and  vilifi( 
the  proclamation  of  government  iflued  on  that  occafion- 
though  Mr.  Fox  was  exprefsly  afting  in  oppofitioii  to  mir 
ftry  at  that  time. 

4.  Mr.  Fox  did  not  confult  Mr.  Surke,  Sec.  on  the  amen 
ment  which  he  moved  on  the  king's  fpeech;  but  was  guilty 
the  enormous  wickednefs  of  coufulting  with  fome  friends 
the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne  ! 

5.  6,  and   7.  He  ridiculed  the  alarmifts  in  the  houfe 
commons  ! 

8.  '  If  it  had  pleafed  God  to  fufFer  him  to  fucceed  in 
proje£l  for  the  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  he  would  for  e^ 
have  ruined  this  nation* — la  plain  terms,  he  would  have  k< 
it  out  of  war. 

9,  10,  II.  He  had  the  audacity  to  bring  on  the  fame  bii 
ne£s  a  fecond  and  a  third  time,  and  purfued  it  with  fuch  vel 
mence  as  '  to  fit  into  Sunday!' 

12.  On  the  Monday  following  he  purfued  the  famecondu' 
and  compared  the  alarmiil  ailociatlon  at  the  Crown  and  /i 
chor,  with  the  riotous  aU'emblies  of  lord  George  Gordon 
1780. 

13.  He  {igned  the  afibciation  at  St.  George's  church. 
This  is  certainly  a  very  odd  accufation  from  Mr.  Burke. 

14.  Another   mllchicvous   fociety  was  formed,  called  ' 
Friends  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs.' — Tins  meeting,  belt 
membercd,  'Mr.  Fox  did  not  attend;  but  it  is  quite  fufTicM 
to  criminate  himjif  john-a-Nokes  or  any  other  perfon  d 
— fo  accurate  is  our  authordn  drawing  up  an  indictment. 

\  15.  -Mr.  Fox  cenfured  the  dirmiilion  of  a  fon  of  the  di 
of  Leinffeer-iVomtheiguards. 

:  I  .  l'6. 
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lb.  He  oppofed  the  *  feeble  and  lax'  alien  bill. 

17.  He  oppofed  a  bill  '  awkward  and  artful  in  its  conPauc- 
tion/ —  the  rraiterous  Correfpondence  Bill. 

i8.  He  condemned  the  war. 
;.    19.  He  expreffcd  feme  fufpicions  of  the  fidelity  of  the  al- 
ies. 

20.  He  propofed  a  firing  of  conciliatory  refolutions,  pre« 
i^aratory  to  peace. 

21.  He  abetted  Mr.  Grey  in  a  fimilar  diabolical  meafure  ; 
md,  what  was  worfe,  wiilied  this  couiitry  to  interfere  to  pre- 
ent  the  plunder  and  partition  of  Poland,  and  the  maflacre  of 
ts  innocent  inhabitiints. 

22.  Mr.  Fox  admitted  that  the;  French  jacobins  were  cen- 
urable. 

23.  Pie  renewed  his  propoGtions  for  peace. 

24.  *  Immediately  after  giving  his  afTent  to  the  grant  of 
upply  voted  to  him  by  Mr.  fergei:nt  Adair/  and  co.  Mr.  Fox 
:ad  the  audacity  '  to  aflure  them,  that  he  would  always  per- 
svere  in  the  jame  condiul  which  had  procured  him  fo  honour^ 

1- ble  a  mark  of  the  public  approbation,' 

,  25.  Mr.  Gurney,  of  Norwich,  prcfented  a  '  moft  infidious 

nd  dangerous  hand-bill  aga'niji  the  zi'ar.' — V/hat  connection 

Ir.  Fox  had  with  this,  vve  know  not. 
26.  Mr.  Fox  co-operated  with  tiiis  hand- bill,  by  giving  no- 

ce  of  a  motion  to  addrefs  the  crown  to  make  peace  with 

ranee.     Rijumteneatls.,  amici  ? 

.27.  In   fupport  of  this  motion  he  did  not  fpare  the  confe- 

srate  powers,  fome  of  whonfi   are  allowed,  by   Mr.  Burke, 

;i ;)  deferve  in  the  moral  forum  all  the  ill  he  faid  of  them.     Be 

remembered  that  this  is  one  of  the  maxims  of  the  Burkite 

tool.     People  may  be  what  they  pleafe  in  the  moral  forum  : 

It  to  produce  a  political  effe£l,  you  mull  fuit  yourfelf  to  their 
|j  ibits.     In  Italy,  for  example,  it  is  necefTary  to  ufe  aflafhns. 

128.  Mr.  Fox  would  have  made  peace  with  the  enemy,  and 
as  guilty  of  the  heinous  Hn  of  piiylng  no  attention  to  the 
irkite  do£trine  *  that  this  war  was  not  at  all  a  foreign  war 
empire,  but  as  much  for  our  liberties,  properties,  laws, 
d  religion,  and  even  more  fo,  than  any  we  had  ever  been  en^ 
ged  in.' 

^9'  30>  3I3  32.  Mr.  Fox  would  have  brought  on  the  king- 
m  the  ftain  of  perfidy,  by  dillblving  the  connexion  with 
aflria, — would  have  thus  been  the  means  of  giving  up  Hol- 
id  to  the  French, — would  have  truiled  to  fa6tions  in  France 
able  to  keep  their  faith  as  the  great  monarchies  of  eftablifli- 
and  recognifcd  authority  at  home  and  abroad, — and,  what  is 
known  to  the  weavers  in  Norwich,  would  have  given  up 
:  key  of  Italy  in  France.     What  trantcendent  wifdom  this 

Q  3  is 
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is  in  Mr.  Burke,  to  know  the  fituatlon  of  Savoy  I  and  lio' 
magnificently  he  triumphs  over  the  manuf;i6lur£rs  of  aprinc. 
pal  city  of  England,  among  whom  may  be  found,  we  are  pe. 
fuaded,  men  of  as  great  political  and  geographical  knowledge 
of  as  good  tafte  in  literature  and  philofophy,  as  this  oracle 
Burlington  houfe. 

33,  34,  35,  36.  Mr.  Fox  endeavoured  to  irritate  and  i 
flame  the  people  againft  the  war — and  his  partifans  called  t 
confederate  powers  defpots,  and  their  league  a  combination 
defpots — Air.  Fox  pretended  a  concern  for  the  poor — a 
hints  that  this  war  is,  and  that  the  other  wars  have  been,  tj 
wars  of  kings  ;  and  all  his  do61:rine  tends  to  this,  '  Peace  a 
alliance  with  France,  and  war  with  the  reft  of  the  world.' 

37.  Unbounded  virulence  againft  Mr.  Fox,  who  is  chargj 
•with  praifmg  or  palliating  every  thing  done  in  France. 

38,  39.  Mr.  Fox  brings  forward  continually  the  fatal  pri 
ciple,  that  '  in  every  country  the  people  is  the  legitimate  1 
vereign  ;'  a  do£lrine  which  Mr.  Burke  believes  never  to  ha 
been  heard  of  in  any  public  a£l  of  any  government.  Wha 
did  Mr.  Burke  never  hear  of  the  fafces  of  a  Roman  confu 
Among  the  French  writers  whom  he  has  perufed  on  the  R 
man  government,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  all  have  forgott 
the  conful's  entrance  into  an  affembly  of  the  people. 

The  origin  of  this  cufbom  has  been  noted  by  the  Romi 
hlflorian  ;  and  the  language  is  fatal  to  Mr.  Burke's  favour! 
do£lrine.  *  Vocato  ad  concilium  populo,  rubmiilis  fafcib 
in  concidnem  afcendit.  Cjratum  id  muititudini  fpeftaculn 
fuit,  fubmiiTa  fibi  efie  imperii  infignia,  confcihonemque  f;i 
taruy  populi  quam  confulis  majcjialem  vimque  majorem  efl' 
But  Mr.  Burke  mufh  be  very  deficient  in  his  reading,  if  ti 
paiTage  does  not  bring  to  his  recolled.\ion  many  traits  ot  a- 
milar  nature  in  other  nations,  by  which  the  principle  is  ei 
blifhed,  that  the  people  is  the  legitimate  fource  of  fovereign). 

40,  41.  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends  are  eager  to  difcredit  d 
difgrace  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  atrocious  libels  in  the  fo; 
of  petitions  ;  and  the  petition  of  the  friends  of  the  people 
marked  out  as  a  complete  digeft  of  libellous  matter  ;and 
mode  of  introducing  it  into  the  houfe  is  reprobated  as 
imitation  of  a  Jacobinical  proceeding.  One  fingular  circu 
ftance  attending  this  article  is,  that  the  duke  of  Portland 
afierted  to  have  taken  great  pains,  and  to  have  been  at  gr 
expenfe,  to  bring  Mr.  Tierney,  the  fuppofed  writer  of  t 
libel,  into  this  parliament. 

42.  Mr.  Fox  fupported  this  petition  article  by  article,  j1 
reprobated  the  interference  of  peers  at  eledtions,  though  e 
knew  that  they  do  not  interfere  as  peers,  but  as  men  of  p- 
perty. 

43-  ^ 
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43.  Mr.  Fox  oppofes  every  fpecific  plan  of  reform,  is  loud 
for  a  reform,  but  propofes  nothing  at  all  in  place  of  what  he 
difgraces. 

44,  45.  Mr.  Fox  aflerts  that  the  houfe  of  commons  is  not 
a  true  reprefentative  of  the  people,  and  does  not  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  fuch  reprefentation, — and  reproaches  Mr.  Pitt  with 
treachery  in  abandoning  the  caufe  of  reform. 

46.  Reform  and  jacobinifm  the  fame  thing. 

47,  48.  We  are  to  find  out  the  tendency  of  a  man's  ac- 
tions, not  from  the  rules  and  principles  of  a  court  of  jullice, 
but  thofe  of  private  difcretion  ;  according  to  the  latter,  Mr. 
Fox  may  be  confidered  as  the  moll  criminal  Itatefman  that 
ever  exifted  in  this  country  \  and,  befides,  he  confiders  us 
Burkites  as  deferters. 

49.  The  duke  of  Portland  and  lord  Fitzwilliam  have  no 
longer  any  influence  over  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Grey, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

50.  Mr.  Fox  is  made  rather  tq  controul  than  be  controuled  ; 
and  the  duke  of  Portland  has  not  the  fmalleft  degree  of  in- 
fluence over  his  party. 

5 J,  52.  Mr.  Pitt's  condu£l  was  bad  in  1784,  and  Mr. 
Fox's  in  1793.  Mr.  Fox  did  not  purfue  Mr.  Pitt  for  his  con- 
du6l  in  1784  as  he  ought,  neither  can  that  condud:  be  attack- 
ed now.  Mr.  Pitt  or  Mr.  Fox  muft  be  prime  minifter  ;  and 
of  the  two  evils  we  muft  choofe  the  lead, — that  is,  Mr.  Pitt. 

53.  Jacobinifm  is  the  greateft  evil  in  the  world  :  therefore 
we  muft  refift  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan. 

54.  Suppoling  Mr.  Fox's  friends  to  come  into  power,  the 
duke  of  Portland  and  lord  Fitzwilliam  would  not,  if  admitted, 
have  the  leaft  {hare  in  the  new  adminiftration.  There  would 
be  a  new  order  of  things :  and  fo,  fays  Mr.  Burke,  '  I  have 
for  one  been  born  in  the  old  order  of  things,  and  would  fain 
die  in  it.'  I  was  born  in  the  true  church,  fays  the  catholic  ; 
and  I  would  fain  die  in  it. 

Such  are  the  articles  of  accufation  againft  Mr.  Fox :  and 
notwithftanding  the  extreme  infignincance  of  moft  of  them, 
and  that  the  others  difgrace  the  writer  rather  than  the  perfoa 
accufed,  this  pamphlet  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
important  publilhed  during  the  French  revolution.  It  deve- 
lopes  the  views  of  the  party  to  which  this  very  eccentrical 
writer  has  blindly  devoted  himfelf,  and  is  the  mafter-key  to 
all  his  politics.  According  to  this  writer's  mode  of  rcafon- 
ing,  there  are  neceflarily  two  parties  in  England,  the  party  in 
power  and  the  party  in  oppofition.  If  there  is  intrigue  and 
management  in  the  one,  it  is  evident  that  as  much  is  necefliiry 
to  rife  in  the  other.  The  duke  of  Portland  was  tlie  grand 
leader,  or  rather  head,  of  the  oppofition  j  and  a  very  good 
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reafon  might  be  given  for  the  truft  repofed  in  him.  The 
prime  miniiler  under  him  was  Mr.  Fox  5  and  Mr.  Burke  had 
ambition.  The  French  revolution  caufed  an  alarm  ;  but  IV-lr. 
Fox  v/as  not  to  be  frightened  :  if  he  afted  \^ith  a  party,  he 
ftill  had  the  good  of  his  country  at  heart,  and  was  not  to  be. 
alarmed  into  a  defertioa  of  his  principles,  and  into  thofe 
chiidifli  meafures  which  have  fo  difgraced  his  former  alToci- 
ates.  Hence  his  influence  decreafed  with  the  ducal  fa6lion,  as 
that  of  Mr.  Burke  increafed  :  and  the  cabinet  of  Burlington 
houfe  exchanged  judgment  for  imagination,  and  giving  the 
reins  lip  to  paflion  and  prejudice,  was  made  the  puppet  of  the 
party  which  it  once  defpifed. 

We.have  fiiid  that,  according  to  this  writeJii's  notions,  there 
are  only  two  parties  to  be  confidered  in  England,,  the  minifte- 
rial  and  the  oppofition  ;  but  in  this  oppofition  are  to  be  ranked 
only  thofe  perfons  who  fight  under  the  proper  banners.  All 
the  reft,  whatever  may  be  their  abilities,  rank,  or  property, 
tell  for  nothing  ;  if  they  jaf  ,a^;y-time-raife  their  voices,  they 
are  tp,  be  crufhed  i.fpr.  fhe  conteft  of  ambition  lies  only  be- 
tween certain  perfons,  tacitly  allowed  o^i  both  fides  to  be  proT 
per  combatants.  Hence  all -the  rancour  of, Mr,  Burke,  in  this 
and  his  other  pamphlets,  .is  qafily  referred , to  its  proper  caufe. 
Mr.  Fox  muft  be  difgraced.  Why  ?  Fie  has  quitted  his  banners  \ 
he  looks  for  fupportno  longer  to  the  houfe  of  Burlington,  nor 
will  he  fide  with  the  miniicer.  ,To  fececie  from  his  party,  aufil 
to  join  the  minifler,  would  hay^  been  a  lefs  crime.  There- 
volution  fociety,  that  of  the  ftiends  of  th?  people,  and  the  _ 
cofnftitutional  fociety,  are  niifduevous  aflbci:^tions.  Why  } 
Becaufe  '  they  v\'ere  formed,  for  the  incrcafe  of  popular  pre- 
tenlions  to  power  and  direction  5'  an4  in  this  phrafe  'popular 
pretenfions  to  power  and  direclion,'  is  included  every  man  who 
•sliall  dare  to  think  and  a£l  for  himfelf,  independently  of  the 
minifter  and  ex-minifter.  '      ' 

According  to  this  view  of  Engliili  parties,  our  author  is 
without  doubt  juftified  in  much  of  his.  reprobation  of  Mr. 
Fox ;  but  every  man  vvho  has  the  fpirit  of  an  Engliihman  left 
in  him,-  muft  deteft  fuch  a  mode  of  governing  a  country, 
Mr.  Burke  may  rail  and  fcold  as  he  pleafes  againil  Jacobin  fo- 
cietles-and  jacobinifm  ;  yet  the  conftitution  of  our  country 
knave's  no  difference  between  a  meeting  at,  Burlington  and  a 
meeting  at  Copenhagen  houfe;  unlefs  that  if  the  deliberations 
in  parliament  are.  awed  by  any  tranAi<Slion  at  either,  that  is 
the  mofl  dangerous  to  the  country  which  is  the  molt  fecret. 
Agfiin,  who  is  this  duke  of  Portland,  that  Mr.  Fox  is  noMo 
i^^eak  of  a  meafure  in  a  manner  to  difpleafe  him  ^  or  v/ho  is 
his  fon,  or  who  are  his  coufins,  that  an  independent  member 
Qi"  the  Britifh'fcnate  muii  in  their  prefence  conceal  his  opi- 
nions j* 


Burke's  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.  1 93 

nions  ?  Is  this  Mr.  Burke's  view  of  theEnglifn  conftitution  ? 
It  may  be  fo  ;  but  we,  who  have  Engliih  blood  in  our  veins, 
know  nothing  of  this  old  order  of  things  in  which  he  would  fain 
die  ;  it  is  novel  to  us,  and  muft  bring  difgrace  on  every  Eng- 
lifhman  who  fliould  meanly  Ihrink  from  his  firft  duty  to  his 
country,  becaufe  forfooth  the  fon  or  the  coufin  of  a  peer 
might  run  home  and  tell  his  papa  or  relation,  that  certain 
people  in  the  houfe  of  commons  would  fpealc  their  minds. 

On  the  general  ftate  of  continental  politics,  we  do  not  fee 
a  fingle  trait  of  a  great  mind  :  and  much  as  rhe  writer  may 
defpife  the  weavers  of  Norwich,  there  are  few,  perhaps,  who 
could  not  have  reafoned  as  well  as  himfelf  on  this  fubjeft.  In- 
deed we  may  be  blamed  for  ufnig  the  term  reafon,  for  Mr. 
Burke's  fort  is  in  the  imagination  :  and,  Vv^hen  he  quits  his 
ilrong  hold  on  the  paffions,  he  finks  into  a  mediocrity  which 
is  fcarcely  conceivable  by  any  one  who  has  not  paid  fome  at- 
tention to  his  ufual  mode  of  arguing  in  other  writings.  Thus 
there  is  a  tamenefs  in  this  pamphlet,  which  diftinguifties  it 
from  his  ufual  productions.  There  are  none  of  the  fplendid 
paffages  which  fometimes  occafioned  our  admiration,  but  of- 
tener  our  derifion.  He  attempts  to  reafon :  he  is  out  of  his 
element;  he  is  no  longer  Mr.  Burke  :  he  abufes  as  ufual,  he 
fcolds,  and  he  would  rave ;  but  prudence  keeps  down  his  voice; 
and  not  hearing  the  outrageous  noife  of  the  Billingfgate  elo- 
quence, nor  being  dazzled  by  the  fpleiidour  of  his  metaphors, 
we  can  form  a  true  eftimate  of  the  powers  of  his  head  and 
the  qualities  of  his  heart.  Unfortunately  alfo  for  our  author, 
he  is  tied  down,  by  his  mode  of  writing,  to  a  greater  ftri£lnefs 
than  he  has  been  accuflom.ed  to  ufe ;  each  article  may  be  ex- 
amined by  itfelf,  and  the  weaknefs  of  his  argument  mull  be 
open  to  the  meaneft  capacities. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  fay  of  this  pamphlet,  that,  with 
whatever  view  it  was  written  or  pubiifhed,  it  will  certainly 
not  injure  Mr.  Fox  in  the  eftimation  of  any  imparcial  man  in 
this  kingdom  :  his  friends  will  fee  no  reafon  (;Q'efteem  him 
lefs  on  account  of  any  charge  here  brought  againll,  him,  nor 
will  the  hatred  of  his  enemies  be  increafed.  The  probable 
tendency  of  the  work  is  to  lead  the  ad-mirers  of  A-Jr.  Burke 
to  examine  more  clofely  the  opinions  which,  from  the  wild- 
ncfs  of  his  imagination,  they  have  adopted  :  and  when  they 
find  that  the  charge  of  jacobinifm  is  levelled  withpwt,jeferve 
againft  fuch  mafles  of  our  countrymen,  they  wiil  begin  to 
think  that  they,  as  well  a3  the  author,  have  been  higldy  guilty 
in  ufing  fuch  an  odious  term  ;  and  that,  under  abufive  lan- 
guage, they  have  been  profcribing  the  true  friends  to  the  con- 
Ifitution  of  their  country. 
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'T^HE  horrible  and  the  preternatural  have  ufually  feized  on 
-*■  the  popular  tafte,  at  the  rife  and  decline  of  literature.  Moft 
powerful  ftimulants,  they  can  never  be  required  except  by  the 
torpor  of  an  unav/akened,  or  the  languor  of  an  exhaufled, 
appetite.  The  fame  phcenomenon,  therefore,  which  we  hail 
as  a  favourable  omen  in  the  belles  leltres  of  Germany,  im- 
preffes  a  degree  of  gloom  in  the  compoutions  of  our  country- 
men. We  truft,  however,  that  fatiety  will  banifli  what  good 
fenfe  fliould  have  prevented  ;  and  that,  wearied  with  fiends, 
incomprehenfible  chara£lers,  with  flirieks,  murders,  and  fub- 
terraneous  dungeons,  the  public  \v\\\  learn,  by  the  multitude 
of  the  manufadlurers,  with  how  little  expenfe  of  thot.'ght  or 
imagination  this  fpecies  of  compofition  is  manufactured.  But, 
cheaply  as  we  eftimate  romances  in  general,  we  acknowledge, 
in  the  work  before  us,  the  offspring  of  no  common  genius. 
-The  tale  is  fimilar  to  that  of  Santon  Barfifta  in  the  Guardian. 
Ambrofjo,  a  monk,  furnamed  the  Man  of  Holinefs,  proud  of 
his  own  undeviating  rectitude,  and  fevere  to  the  faults  of 
others,  is  fuccefsfully  aflailed  by  the  tempter  of  mankind,  and 
feduced  to  the  perpetration  of  rape  and  murder,  and  finally 
precipitated  into  a  contrail  in  which  he  configns  his  foul  to 
everlafting  perdition. 

The  larger  part  of  the  three  volumes  is  occupied  by  the  un-c 
derplot,  which,  however,  is  fkilfully  and  clofely  connetled 
with  the  main  ftory,  and  is  fubfervient  to  its  developement. 
The  tale  of  the  bleeding  nun  is  truly  terrific  ;  and  we  could 
not  eafily  recollect  a  bolder  or  more  happy  conception  than 
that  of  the  burning  crofs  on  the  forehead  of  the  wandering 
Jew  (a  myfterious  character,  which,  though  copied  as  to  its 
more  prominent  features  from  Schiller's  incomprthenfible  Ar- 
menian, does,  nevertheiefs,  diiplay  great  vigour  of  fancy). 
But  the  chara£ter  of  Matilda,  the  chief  agent  in  the  feduftion 
of  Antonio,  appears  .to  us  to  be  the  author's  mafter-piece.  It 
is,  indeed,  exquifitely  imagined,  and  as  exquifitely  fupported. 
The  whole  work  is  diftinguiftied  by  the  variety  and  impref- 
fivenefs  of  its  incidents  •,  and  the  author  every-where  difcovers 
an  imagination  rich,  powerful,  and  fervid.  Such  are  the  ex- 
cellencies;—the  errors  and  defe£ls  are  more  numerous,  and 
{we  are  forry  to  add)  of  greater  importance. 

All  events  are  levelled  into  one  common  mafs,  and  become 
almoft.  equally  probable,  where  the  order  of  nature  may  be 
changed  whenever  the  author's  purpofes  demand  it.     No  ad- 
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drefs  is  requlfite  to  the  accomplifhment  of  any  defign  ;  and 
no  pleafure  therefore  can  be  received  from  the  perception  of 
difficulty  furmounted.  The  writer  may  make  us  wonder,  but 
he  cannot  furprife  us.  For  the  fame  rcafons  a  romance  is  in- 
capable of  exemplifying  a  moral  truth.  No  proud  man,  for 
inftance,  will  be  made  lefs  proud  by  being  told  that  Lucifer 
once  feduced  a  prefumptuous  monk.  Incredidus  od'it.  Or 
even  if,  believing  the  ftory,  he  fhould  deem  his  virtue  lefs  fe- 
cure,  he  would  yet  acquire  no  leflbns  of  prudence,  no  feel- 
ings of  humility.  Human  prudence  can  oppofe  no  fufEcient 
fhield  to  the  power  and  cunning  of  fupernatural  beings  ;  and 
the  privilege  of  being  proud  might  be  fairly  conceded  to  him 
who  could  rife  fuperior  to  all  earthly  temptations,  and  whom 
the  ftrength  of  the  fpiritual  world  alone  would  be  adequate  to 
overwhelm.  So  falling,  he  would  fall  with  glory,  and  might 
reafonably  welcome  his  defeat  with  the  haughty  emotions  of 
a  conqueror.  As  far,  therefore,  as  the  ftory  is  concerned, 
the  praife  which  a  romance  can  claim,  is  (imply  that  of  hav- 
ing given  pleafure  during  its  perufal ;  and  fo  many  are  the  ca- 
lamities of  life,  that  he  who  has  done  this,  has' not  written 
ufelefsly.  The  children  of  ficknefs  and  of  folitude  fliall  thank 
}iim. — To  this  praife,  however,  our  author  has  not  entitled 
himfelf.  The  fufferings  which  he  defcribes  are  fo  frightful 
and  intolerable,  that  we  break  with  abruptnefs  from  the  delu- 
fion,  and  indignantly  fufpe£l  the  man  of  a  fpecies  of  bruta- 
lity, who  could  find  a  pleafure  in  wantonly  imagining  them ; 
and  the  abominations  which  he  pourtrays  with  no  hurrying 
pencil,  are  fuch  as  the  obfervation  of  chara£ter  by  no  means 
demanded,  i'uch  as  ^  no  obfervation  of  charai^er  can  jullify, 
becaufe  no  good  man  would  willingly  fufFer  them  to  pafs, 
however  tranfiently,  through  his  own  mind.'  The  merit  of 
a  novellift  is  in  proportion  (not  fimply  to  the  efFe6l,  but)  to 
the  plcafurablc  effe£l  which  he  produces.  Situations  of  tor- 
ment, and  images  of  naked  horror,  are  eafily  conceived;  and  a 
writer  in  whofe  works  they  abound,  deferves  our  gratitude  al- 
moft  equally  with  him  who  fhould  drag  us  by  way  of  fport 
tlirough  a  military  hofpital,  or  force  us  to  fit  at  the  diflecSling- 
table  of  a  natural  philofopher.  To  trace  the  nice  boundaries, 
beyond  which  terror  and  fympathy  are  deferted  by  the  plea- 
furable  emotions, — to  reach  thofe  limits,  yet  never  to  pafs 
them, — hic  labor^  hoc  opus  eji.  Figures  that  fhock  the  imagina- 
tion, and  narratives  that  mangle  the  feelings,  rarely  difcover 
gcniuSf  and  always  betray  a  low  and  vulgar  tajie.  Nor  has 
our  author  indicated  lefs  ignorance  of  the  human  heart  in  the 
management  of  the  principal  cliaracler.  The  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of   providence  have  ordered  that  the  tendency  of 

vicious 

,  It 
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vicious  aclions  to  denrave  the  heart  of  the  perpetrator,  fiiouid 
tiirninifh   in   proportion  to  the  greatnels  of  his  temptations. 
Now,  in  addition  to  conilitational  warnith  and  irrefillible  op- 
portunity, the  monk  is  impelled  to  incontinence  by  friendfhip, 
by  compaiTion,  by  gratitude,  by   all  that  is  amiable,  and  ail 
that  is  edimable;  yet  in  a  few  weeks  after  his  fit  it  frailty,  the 
3man  who  had  been  delcribed  as  poUening  much  general  hu- 
manity, a  keen  and  vigorous  uaderftanding,  with  habits  of  the 
motl;  exalted  piety,  degenerates  Into  an  uglier  fiend  than  the 
gloomy  im'cYg/iuation  of  Dante  would  have  vef.tiired  to  pictuie. 
Again,  the  monk  is  delcribed  as  Reeling  and  acting  under  tlie 
infiiience   of  an  appetite  v^'hich  could  not  co-exiii:  with  his 
other  emotions.     The  romance-writer  polfeiles  an  unlimited 
power  over   fituarions  ;  but  he  mull  fcrnpuloufly   make   his 
characters  a.ct  in  congruity  with  them.     Let  him  work  phv/i- 
fa/' wonders  only,  and- we  will  be  content  to  dream  with  him 
for  a  while  ;  but  the  (vc^  moral  miracle  whrch  he  attempts,  he 
difgufts  and  aw-akens  us.     '1  bus  our  judgment  remains  uu.of- 
fended,  when,  announced   by  thunders  and  earthquake?,  the 
fpirit  appears  to  A mbrofio  involved  in  blue  fires  that  increafe 
the  cold  of  the  cavern  ;  and  we  qcquiefce  iq  ihe  power  of  the 
fdver  myrtle  which  made  gates  and  doors'fly  open  at,  its  touch, 
and  charmed  every  eye  into  fleep.  But  when  a  mortal,  frelli 
frcin  the  impreiTion  of  that  terrible  appearance,  and.. in  the  a£t 
of  evincing  for  the  firll  time  the  witching  force  of  this  myr- 
tle, is  reprefented  as  being  at, the  fame  monaenl;  agitated  by  fo 
fleeting  an  appetite  as  that  of  lull,  our  o\Vn  feelings  convince 
us  that  this-  is  not  improbable,  but  impofllble  ;  not  preterna-r 
tural,  b.ut  contrary; to  nature.     The  extent  of  the  powers  that 
may  exili,  wg  can  never  afcertain ;  and  therefore  we  feel  no 
jrreat  diiliculty   in  "yielding   a  temporary   belief   to   any,  the 
ttrangeilj'fiftiation  ,oif  things-     But   that   fituation  ance  con- 
ceived, how  beings  like  ourfelves  would    feel  and  a£t:  in  it, 
our  own  feelings  I'uificiently  inllrud:  us;  and  wc  inftantly  re- 
]cCt  the.  clumXy  fidicn  'that  does  not  harmonife  with  them. 
Theie  are  tho  .two />r7«t"/^i3/ miifakes  in  judgment^  which, the 
author  has  fallen  into;  but  we  camiot  wholly  pa:fs  over  Vac 
frequeiit  incongruity  of  his  ilyle  with  his  fubjects. .  It  is  gaudy 
where  it  fnould  have  been  feverely  fmiple  ;  and  too  often  the 
mind  is  ofiended  by   phrafes  tlie  moll  trite  and  colloquial, 
where  it  demands  and  had  expected  a  ilernnefs  a:rd  folemnity 
of  ditiilon. 

A  more  grievous  fault  remains,^a  fault  for  which  no  litera- 
ry excelleiice  c?a\  atone, — a  fault  which  ail  other  excellence 
tioes  but  aggravate,  as  adding  fubtlety  to  a  poifon  by  the  ele- 
gance of  its  preparation.  Mildnefs  of  cenfure  would  here  be 
Luaiioally  niifpbccdy  and  fileuce  would  make  us  accomplices. 

Not 
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Not  without  reluctance  then,  but  in  full  convi£lian  that  we 
are  performing  a  duty,  we  declare  it  to  be  our  opinion,  that 
the  Monk  is  a  romance,  which  if  a  parent  faw  in  the  hands 
of  a  fan  or  daughter,  he  might  realbnably  turn  pale.     Tlie 
temptations  of  Ambrofio  are  deferibed  with  a  libidinous  mi- 
nutenefs,  which,  we  finccrely  hope,  will  receive  its  bell  apd 
only  adequate  cenfure  from   th«  otFended  confclence  of  the 
author  hinifeif.     The  {haraelefs  harlotry  of  Matilda,  and  the 
trembling  innocence'of  Antonia,  are  fei?cd  with  equal  avidi- 
ty, as  vehicles  of  the  moil  voluptuous  images  ;  and  though 
the  tale  is  indeed  a  tale  of  horror,  yet  the  mod  painful  im- 
preffion  which  the  work  left  on  our  minds  was  that  of  great , 
acquirements  and  fplendid  genius  employed  to  furnifli  a  mormo 
for  children,  a  poifon   for  youth,  and  a  provocative  for  the 
debauchee.     Tales  of  enchantments  and  witchcraft  can  ne- 
ver be  ufcful :  our  author  has  contrived  to  make  them  perni- 
cious^ by  blending,  with  an  irreverent  negligence,   all  that  is 
moil  awfully  true  in    religion  with  all   that  is  moil    ridicu- 
loufiy  abfurd  in  fliperilition.     lie  takes  frequent  occafion,  in- 
deed, to  manifeft  his  fovereign  contempt  for  the  latter,  both 
in  his  own  perfon,  and  (moil  incongruoudy)  in   that  of  hii 
principal  charafters  ;  and  that  his  refpe£l  for  iht. former  is  not 
escefiive,  we  are  forced  to  conclude  from  the  treatment  which 
its  infpired  writings  receive  from  him.     Ambrolio  difcovers 
Antonia  reading — 

',He  exainintd  the  book  which  ilie  had  been  reading,  and  had 
no'vv  placed  upon  the  table.     It  was  the  Bible. 

"  Howl"  (liid  the  friar  to  himfelf,  "  Antonia  reads  the  Bible, 
and  is  ftill  fo  ignorant?" 

'  But,  upon  a  further  infpeftion,  lie  found  that  Elvira  had  made 
exaftly  the  fame  remark.  That  prudent  mother,  while  fne  admired 
the  beauties  of  the  facred  writings,  was  convinced  that,  unreftri^t- 
ed,  no  reading  more  improper  could  be  permitted  a  young  woman. 
Many  of  the  narratives  can  only  tend  to  excite  ideas  the  worlt  cal- 
culated for  a  female  breall :  every  thing  is  called  plainly  and  round- 
ly by  its  name  j  and  the  annals  cf  a  brofhel  tvoulJ  fcarcely  furji'iJJt 
a  greater  choice  of  huieccnt  exprejjions.  Yet  this  is  the  book  which 
young  women  are  recommended  to  ftudv,  which  is  put  into  the 
liands  of  children,  able  to  comprehend  little  more  than  thofe  paf- 
fages  of  which  they  had  better  remain  ignorant,  and  which  but  too 
frequfntly  inculcates  the  firji  rudiments  of  vice,  and  gives  the  lirit 
alarm  to  the  Itill  deeping  paftions.  Of  this  was  Elvira  fo  fully 
convinced,  that  fiie  would  have  prc.'encd  putting  into  her  daugh- 
ter's hands  "  An.adis  de  Gaul,"  cr  "The  Valiant  Charnpitjn, 
Tirante  tlie  White;"  and  vjouhi fooaer  have  authorifed  her fiudying 
the  levjd  exfiloits  of  Don  Galaor,  or  the  lafciviuis  iokei  of  the  Da/N-* 
fd  Plazer  di  ?ni  vida,'     Vol.  ii,  P.  24-. 

The 
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The  impiety  of  this  falfehood  can  be  equalled  only  by  its 
impudence.  This  i^  indeed  as  if  a  Corinthian  harlot,  clad 
from  head  to  foot  in  the  tranfparent  thinnefs  of  the  Coan  veil, 
(hould  li^zQi.  to  view  with  prudifh  horror  the  naked  knee  of  a 
Spartan  matron !  If  it  be  poffible  that  the  author  of  thefe 
blafphemies  is  a  Chriftian,  (hould  he  not  have  refle6led  that 
the  only  paHage  in  the  fcriptures  *,  which  could  give  a  Jlm- 
dow  of  plaufibility  to  the  ivcakejl  of  thefe  expreffions,  is  re- 
prefented  as  being  fpoken  by  the  Almighty  himfelf  ?  But  if  he 
be  an  infidel,  he  has  a£led  confiftently  enough  with  that  cha- 
ra6ler,  in  his  endeavours  firfl  to  inflame  the  flefhiy  appetites, 
and  then  to  pour  contempt  on  tlie  only  book  M'hich  would  be 
adequate  to  the  taflc  of  recalming  them.  We  believe  it  not 
abfolutely  impoffible  that  a  mind  may  be  fo  deeply  depraved 
by  the  habit  of  reading  levied  and  voluptuous  tales,  as  to  ufe 
even  the  Bible  in  conjuring  up  the  fpirit  of  uncleannefs. 
The  mod  innocent  expreffions  might  become  the  firft  link  in 
the  chain  of  affociation,  when  a  man's  foul  had  been  fo  poi- 
foned  ;  and  we  believe  it  not  abfolutely  impoffible  that  he 
might  extract  pollution  from  the  word  of  purity,  and,  in  a 
literal  fenfe,  tinn  the  grace  of  God  into  ivantonntf. 

We  have  been  induced  to  pay  particular  attention  to  this 
work,  from  the  unufual  fuccefs  which  it  has  experienced.  It 
certainly  polTefles  much  real  merit,  in  additioii  to  its  meretri- 
cious attra6lions.  Nor  mull  it  be  forgotten  that  the  author  is 
a  man  of  rank  and  fortune. — Yes  !  the  author  of  the  Monk 
figns  himfelf  a  Legislator  ! — We  ftare  and  tremble. 

The  poetry  interfperfed  through  the  volumes  is,  in  gene- 
ral, far  above  mediocrity.  We  fliall  prefent  our  readers  with 
the  following  exquifitely  tender  elegy,  whicli,  we  may  ven- 
ture to  prophefy,  will  melt  and  delight  the  heart,  when  ghofts 
and  hobgoblins  fhall  be  iound  only  in  the  lumber-garret  of  a 
circulating  library. 

<■  THE  EXILE. 

*  Farewell,  oh  native  Spnin  I   farewell  for  ever ! 

Thefe  baniflied  ej'es  fliall  view  thy  coails  no  more  : 
A  mournful  prefage  tells  my  heart,  that  never 

Gonzalvo's  fteps  again  Ihall  prefs  thy  fliore. 

'  Hu filed  are  the  winds ;  while  foft  the  vefTel  failing 
With  gentle  motion  plows  the  unruffled  main, 

I  feel  mv  bofom's  boafted  courage  failing;, 

And  curfe  the  waves  which  bear  me  far  from  Spain. 


E7,ekiel,  chap,  xxiii. 

*  I  fee 


Lewises  Romance  of  the  Monk,  199 

*  1  Tee. it  yet !  Beneath  yon  blue  cjear  heaven 

Still  do  the  fpires,  fo  weJl-beloved,  appear. 
From  yonder  craggy  point  the  gale  of  even 
Still  wafts  my  native  accents  to  mine  ear. 

*  Propped  on  fome  mofs-crowned  rock,  and  gaily  fingin^. 

There  in  the  fun  his  nets  the  fidier  dries  ; 
Oft  have  I  heard  the  plaintive  ballad,  bringing 
Scenes  of  paft  joys  before  my  forrowing  eyes. 

*  Ah  !   happv  fwain  !  he  waits  the  acciiftomed  hour. 

When  twilight- gloom  obfcures  the  clofing  fky  ; 
Then  gladly  feeks  his  loved  paternal  bower, 
And  fliares  the  feaft  his  native  fields  fupply, 

*  Friendfiiip  and  Love,  his  cottage  giiefts,  receive  Jiim 

With  honeft  welcome  and  with  fmile  fincere  ; 
No  threatening  woes  of  prefent  joys  bereave  him  | 
No  fio-h  his  bofom  owns,  his  cl>eek  no  tear. 

*  Ah  1  happy  fwain  \  fu-ch  bhfs  to  me  denying. 

Fortune  thy  lot  with  envy  bids  me  view  ; 
Me,  who,  from  home  and  Spain  an  exile  flying. 
Bid  all  I  value,  all  I  love,  adieu. 

*  No  more  mine  ear  fliall  lift  the  well-known  ditty 

Sung  by  fome  mountain-girl,  who  tends  her  goals, 
Some  village-fwain  imploring  amorous  pity. 
Or  fliepherd  chanting  wild  his  ruftic  notes. 

*  No  more  my  arms  a  parent's  fond  embraces, 

No  more  my  heart  domeftic  calm  muft  know ; 
Far  from  thefe  joys,  with  fighs  which  memory  traces. 
To  fultry  (kies  and  diftant  climes  I  go. 

*  Where  Indian  funs  engender  new  difeafes. 

Where  fnakes  and  tigers  breed,  I  bend  my  way.. 
To  brave  the  feverifli  tliirft  no  art  appeafes. 

The  yellow  plague,  and  madding  blaze  of  day. 

*  But  not  to  feel  flow  pangs  confume  my  liver. 

To  die  by  pie";e-meal  in  the  bloom  of  age, 
My  boiling  blood  drank  by  infatiate  fever, 
And  brain  delirious  with  the  day-ftar's  rage, 

*  Can  make  me  know  fuch  grief,  as  thus  to  fever. 

With  many  a  bitter  figh,  dear  land  !   from  thee; 
To  feel  this  heart  muft  dote  on  thee  for  ever, 
And  feel  that  all  tliy  joys  are  torn  from  tne  ! 

*  Ah  me!  how  oft  will  fancy's  fpells,  in  flumber, 

Recall  n:y  native  country  to  my  mind  ! 
riow  oft  regret  will  bid  me  fluilv  number 

Each  loft  delight,  and  dear  friend  left  behind  ! 

«  Wil4, 
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*  Wild  Murcla's  vales  and  loved  romantic  bowers, 
The  river  on  whofe  banks  a  child  I  played, 

My  caftle's  antient  halls,  its  frowning  towers, 

Each  much-regretted  wood,  and  well-known  glade ; 

*  Dreams  of  the  land  where  all  my  wifhes  centre, 

Thy  fcenes,   which  I  am  doomed  no  more  to  know, 
Full  oft  fiiall  memory  trace,  my  foul's  tormentor, 
And  turn  each  pleafure  part  to  prefent  woe, 

'  But,  lo  !  the  fun  beneath  the  waves  retires ; 

Night  fpeeds  apace  her  empire  to  reftore ! 
Clouds  from  my  fight  obfcure  the  village-fpires. 

Now  {tti\  but  faintly,  and  now  feen  no  more., 

'  Oh  !  breathe  not,  winds  !   Still  be  the  water's  motion  * 
Sleep,  fleep,  my  bark,  in  filence  on  the  main  ! 

So,  when  to-morrow's  light  (hall  gild  the  ocean. 
Once  more  m.ine  eyes  fhall  fee  the  coafl  of  Spain. 

'  Vain  is  the  wifii  !  My  lafi:  petition  fcorning, 
Frefh  blows  the  gale,  and  high  the  billows  fwell : 

Far  (liall  we  be  before  the  break  of  morning  : 
Oh  I  then,  for  ever,  native  Spain,  farewell  !' 

Vol.  ii.   T.  165. 


jd  Fieiu  of  the  Caufes  and  Confequences  of  the  prefent  JVar  with 
France.     By  the    Honourable    Thomas  Erjklne,     ivo.     2^^- 
Debrett.     1797. 

"V^HEN  a  perfon  of  high  reputation  and  diftinguilhed  abl- 
^  ^  lities  in  a  particular  profeirion,  and  that  a  profedion  not 
very  favourable  to  polite  literature,  fleps  forward  into  the  re- 
public of  letters,  many  allowances  are  to  be  made  for  his  for- 
mer habits  of  life,  for  the  diilracLion  of  his  thoujrhts  in  a 
laborious  occupation,  and  for  the  confequent  want  of  that 
accuracy  which  might  be  required  with  juflice  from  inferior 
capacities.  The  writer  of  this  pamphlet  is  known  as  the  or- . 
nament  of  the  bar  :  he  is  not  without  merit  alfoas  an  able  and 
upright  fenator  ;  and  we  may  be  allowed  to  exprefs  our  fur- 
prife  that,  engagetl  in  thefe  avocations,  he  (hould  find  time  to 
commit  his  thoughts  with  fuch  accuracy  to  the  prefs.  That 
there  are  fomc  blemiflies  in  ftyle,  diction,  and  compofition, 
we  cannot  conceal ;  and  thofe  might  eafily  hnve  been  correcl- 
ed,  if,  in  pafTing  through  the  prefs,  the  work  had  been  fub- 
mitted  to  the  infpetlion  of  fome  one  of  the  author's  learnifd, 
friends,  whofe  leifure  would  have  been  bu'c  little  interrupted 
by  fo  pleafmg  an  employment.  But  the  ftyle  and  language  of 
the  work  are  of  inferior  concern,  when  compared  with  the 

found- 
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fbundnefs  of  reafoning  which  prevails  on  mod  ftibjefts  on 
which  it  treats,  and  with  the  opennefs  and  fnicerity  which  are 
its  ftriking  charadieriftics.  It  is  indeed  an  honeft  pamphlet. 
Mr.  Erfkine  commits  himfelf  without  referve  to  the  judgment 
of  his  country  :  he  gives  his  opinion  on  m.en  and  meafures 
■with  a  candour  and  impartiality  which  do  him  thiC  greateft 
credit:  awCi  the  readers  who  differ  from  him  in  their  conclu- 
fions,  cannot  deny  that  he  fuftains  with  dignity  the  charatSler 
of  an  independent  member  of  the  Britifli  parliament. 

Mri  Erlkine,  in  the  prelude  to  his  inquiry,  is  naturally  led 
to  notice  the  apparently  extreme  torpor  of  the  Engliih  nation  t 
from  being  tremblingly  alive  to  every  acl  of  government,  and 
dreading  the  lofs  of  liberty  in  the  lead  rigorous  exercife  of  an 
allovv-ed  preicgative,  it  has  paiTed  into  the  contrary  extreme  : 
and  to  queftion  any  action  of  the  adminiflration,  is  now/- 
treated  as  a  difaffedtion  to  government.  This  artful  mode  of 
confounding  the  adminillration  with  the  government  has 
produced  wonderful  efTeiSls :  but  the  almofl  univerfal  adoption 
of  this  prejudice  cannot,  according  to  our  author,  be  attri- 
buted wholly  either  to  the  increafe  of  luxury  or  of  the  regal 
influence,  or  to  the  French  revolution.  All  of  thefe  have 
co-operated  in  producing  the  elFcdt;  but  it  was  brought  to 
maturity  by  the  prefent  minifter.  This  will  appear  from  con- 
iidering  the  difFerer.t  efFecls  of  the  American  and  French  re- 
volutions on  the  public  mind.  At  the  clofe  of  the  AmericaM 
war,  Mr,  Pitt  was  the  patron  of  reform  ;  and  he  a£led  M'ith. 
the  good  wiflies  of  the  belt  part  of  the  nation.  The  republi- 
canifm  of  America  was  then  no  argument  againit  a  reformer ; 
but  Mr.  Pitt  came  into  power,  was  intoxicated  with  his  new 
dignity,  forgot  his  former  principles,  and  perfecuted  the  mea 
by  whom  they  were  maintained.  When  the  revolution  took 
place  in  France,  the  reformers  in  England  were  warmed  with 
the  example  of  fo  many  millions  rifing  into  freedom  ;  and 
their  ardour  fhould  either  have  been  '  manaj^ed  by  a  liberal 
fupport  from  government,  or  checked  in  its  cxceffes  by  a  pru- 
dent and  conftitutional  reflraint.'  In  the  one  cafe  Mr.  Pitt 
might  have  made  his  fituatlon  as  minifter  precarious ;  he  was 
too  haughty  to  adopt  the  prudent  methods  preicribed  by  the 
mildnefs  of  our  conflitution.  Hence  a  few  warm  fpeeches 
were  conllrued  into  horrible  fedition :  the  congratulations 
pafling  between  focieties  in  France  and  England,  tliough  the 
two  countries  were  at  peace,  were  confidered  as  little  fhort  of 
a<Sls  of  treafcn  ;  and  the  public,  without  being  witnefs  to  any 
outrages  on  the  part  of  the  confpirators,  was  alarmed  by  a 
proclamation,  tending  to  infnire  the  belief  that  the  country  w.as 
in  danger,  and  that  it  became  the  duty  of  every  good  fuhje£t 
to  rally  round  the  conftitution.     The  principal  Vthig  families 

Crit.  Rev.^Vol.  XIX. /VZ-.  1797.  P         fupportcd 
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fupported  the  delufion  ;  and  the  duke  of  Portland  had  proba- 
bly been  confulted  on  the  meafure. 

'  The  proclamation,  thus  fupported,  was  planted  as  the  only  ge- 
nuine banner  of  loyalty  throughout  the  kingdom ;  voluntary  bo- 
dies, to  ftrengthen  the  executive  power  by  maintaining  profecu- 
tions,  were  every  where  inftituted.  Society  was  rent  afunder,  and 
the  harmony  and  freedom  of  Englifh  manners  were,  for  a  feafon, 
totally  deftroyed.'     p.  17. 

*  At  this  period  the  feeds  of  the  war  were  fown,'  fays  Mr. 
Erlkinej  and  he  reafons  very  judicioufly  upon  the  total  want 
of  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  any  confpiracy  to  juftify  the  pro- 
clamation :  but  we  cannot  agree  entirely  with  him  in  fuppof- 
ing  that  the  feeds  of  the  war  were  fovv-n  at  this  time,  chiefly 
in  the  abhorrence  of  French  principles.  We  look  a  little  far- 
ther into  this  fubje6l ;  and  neither  the  famous  decree  of  fra- 
ternifation,  nor  the  excefles  of  the  French,  nor  the  imputed 
crimes  of  the  reformers  at  home,  could  alone  or  jointly  have 
produced  our  diftreffes.  Ambition  and  avarice,  which  do  not 
enter  into  Mr.  Erikine's  calculation,  feem  to  have  contributed 
moft  to  the  defolation  of  Europe.  The  wretched  ftate  of 
the  French  afforded  to  the  confederates  of  Pilnitz  a  fufficient 
ground  of  hope,  that  France  might  be  another  Poland  to 
them.  Jacobinifm  was  a  good  pretence  for  ^heir  manifeftoes  ; 
and  Great  Britain  had  not  magnanimity  enough  to  abftain 
from  the  plunder  of  its  ancient  enemy.  Taking  thefe  two 
paffions  into  our  calculation,  we  fee  the  conduft  of  ourmini- 
fler  to  Chauvelin,  the  French  ambaflador,  in  its  true  light. 
The  declarations  of  the  ambatlador,  that  his  ftate  did  not  au- 
thorife  any  agents  in  promoting  difcontent  in  other  countries, 
could  be  of  no  avail ;  his  willingnels  to  treat  on  the  Scheldt, 
and  his  entreaties  that  we  fhould  a6l:  as  mediators,  were  necef- 
farily  to  be  flighted.  In  the  hour  of  our  infolence,  when 
ambition  pointed  to  the  annihilation  of  France,  he  was  driven 
away  with  difgrace  j  and  the  French  were  taught  a  leflbn, 
which,  within  a  few  fhort  years,  they  were  enabled  to  retort 
on  our  fhort-fighted  politicians. 

Our  treatment  of  this  ambaflador  Is  very  well  enlarged  upon 
In  this  pamphlet :  and  reference  is  made  to  the  documents 
before  the  houfe  of  commons.  The  confequent  meafures  of 
the  oppofition  to  avert  the  war  are  now  very  clearly  fet  forth, 
and  feveral  judicious  remarks  are  made  on  the  probable  confe- 
quences which  this  ccKuitry  might  have  derived  from  the  ne- 
gotiation propofed  by  Mr.  Fox.  But  it  was  determined  that 
we  fhould  eiiter  into  the  war  ;  and  the  nation  was  wrought  up 
into  fuch  a  pitch  of  folly,  that  the  advocates  for  it  did  not 
fcruple,  in  oppof\tion'  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Gofpel,  to 
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call  it  a  war  in  defence  of  religion.  On  this  fubje£l  we  at- 
tended to  Mr.  Erfkine  with  the  greateft  pleafure  ;  and  the 
preachers  on  the  approaching  fafl;  day  may  derive  from  him 
much  ufeful  inftru6tion. 

'  Before  this  difcovery  of  the  prefent  minifters,  who  had  ever 
heard  of  the  Chriflianity  of  the  French  court,  and  its  furrounding 
nobles,  towards  whom  the  hurricane  of  revohition  was  principally 
direcled  ?  Who  had  ever  heard  of  their  evangelical  charafters  fo  as 
to  lead  to  an  apprehenfion  that  Chriflianity  muft  be  extinguifned 
with  their  extinftion  ?  Who  that  ever  really  profefTed  the  Chriftian 
religion,  from  the  times  of  the  apoftles  to  the  prefent  moment, 
ever  before  considered  it  as  a  human  ellablifhment,  the  work 
of  particular  men  or  nations,  fubjtft  to  decline  with  their 
changes,  or  to  perlfli  with  their  falls  ?  No  man  ever  exifted 
who  is  more  alive  to  every  thing  connefted  with  the  Chriftian 
faith  than  the  author  of  thefe  pages,  or  more  unalterably  imprefled 
with  its  truths;  but  thefe  very  imprelTions  deprive  me  of  any  {hare 
in  that  anxious  concern  of  the  cabinet  at  St.  James's  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  religion,  which  was  going  to  ruin,  it  feems,  with  the  fall 
of  the  grofs  fuperftitions  and  abominable  corruptions  of  the  priefl- 
hood  and  monarchy  of  France.  Weak  men,  not  to  have  remem- 
bered, before  they  diiiurbed  the  repofe  of  the  world  by  their  pious 
apprehenfions,  that  the  fabric  of  Chriflianity  was  raifed  in  direct 
oppofition  to  all  the  powers  and  eftablifhments  of  the  v/orld,  and 
that  we  have  the  authority  of  God  himlelf,  that  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  fhall  be  finally  gathered  together  under  its  fliadovv.  Rafh 
men,  not  to  have  reflefted  before  they  embarked  in  this  crufade  of 
defolation,  that  however  oood  mav  be  attained  through  evil,  in  the 
myfterious  fv  fiem  of  Divine  Providence,  it  is  not  for  man  to  fup- 
port  that  religion,  which  commands  peace  and  good  will  upon 
earth,  by  a  deliberate  and  deep  laid  fyftem  of  bloodflied,  famine, 
and  devaftation.  I  by  no  means  intend  to  inculcate  by  thefe  ob- 
fervations,  that,  becaufe  Chriflianity,  if  it  be  founded  in  truth, 
muft  ultimately  prevail  over  all  oppofition,  that  therefore  Chriftiaa 
nations,  or  Chriftian  individuals,  are  abfolved  from  their  adivities 
in  its  defence,  or  in  its  propagation.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  human 
difpcnfations,  the  Supreme  Being  a£ls  by  means  that  are  human^ 
and  our  duties  are  only  exalted  inftead  of  being  weakened  by  this 
awful  confideration  :  but  thefe  duties,  vvhilft  they  ferve  to  quicker^ 
our  zeal  in  what  is  good,  can  in  no  inftance  involve  us  in  what  is 
evil.  They  dignify  that  piety  which  propagates  the  gofpel  by  Chrif- 
tian charities,  but  condemn  that  rafhnefs  which  would  eftablifh  ot' 
extend  it  by  force. 

'  This  condemnation,  from  the  vcrv  effence  of  ChriftianitVj 
muft  fall  even  upon  honcft  error  afferting  its  dominion  by  the 
fwoid  :  but  if  the  condemnation  fliould  ever  happen  to  range  more 
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v'idelvi  f^  3s  to  involve  ambition,  dealing  coldly  in  blood,  for  it< 
own  fcaiidalous  purpofes,  under  the  garb  of  meeknefs  and  truth,  I 
dare  not  admit  into  my  mind  even  nn  idea  of  the  punifliment  which 
ought  to  follow.  I  woiild  rather  from  hiimfinity  invoke  the  pa- 
tience of  God  and  man,  than  invite  or  direft  their  vengeance.' 

To  wage  war  agalnft  opinion,  is  of  all  things  the  moft  ab- 
furd,  unlefs  you  can  by  fome  means  in  your  own  country 
check  every  fpecies  of  difcuflion.  As  this  could  not  be  done 
in  England,  Mr.  Erfklne  is  right  in  expofing  the  folly  of  this 
pretext.  The  motions  made  by  the  oppofition,  the  note  of 
Mr.  Wickham,  and  lord  Malmefbury's  fyftem  of  compenfa- 
tion,  are  fucceflively  brought  into  view.  The  fubje6l;s  are 
familiar  to  every  one,  and  the  refietllons  are  obvious :  the 
chief  merit  of  the  writer  is  in  bringing  into  a  narrow  com- 
pafs  thofe  leading  circumftances  which  may  perhaps  weigh 
wdth  a  few  thinking  men,  whofe  prejudices  are  not  yet  re- 
moved, and  who  have  not  hitherto  felt  the  difgrace  attendant 
on  this  part  of  cur  hiftory.  We  come  now  to  the  main  point, 
that  at  this  moment  the  nation  is  at  war  about  Belgium, — that 
is,  the  war  ceafes  to  be  a  war  of  religion  or  of  opinion, — it  is 
a  war  of  territory :  and  here  we  expe<Sled  to  fee  detailed  the 
confequences  of  giving  up  the  object  to  France,  or  perilhing 
in  the  conteft.  The  former  part  our  author  profefles  himfelf 
not  qualified  to  difcufs  :  we  agree  with  him,  that  moft  terri- 
torial arrangements  are  trifling,  compared  with  the  bleflings 
of  peace ;  and  we  think,  that  if  he  had  taTcen  this  fubje£b 
properly  into  confideration,  he  might  have  proved  to  the  coun- 
try, that  this  new  acceffion  of  territory  to  France  is  not  fucli , 
an  obje£l  of  terror  as  the  unthinking  are  apt  to  efteem  it. 
In  this  part  we  do  not  fee  many  traces  of  deep  thought :  the 
imagination  triumphs  over  the  judgment  of  the  politician  ;  the 
writer  becomes  an  imitator,  and  fets  up  Mr.  Burke  as  the  ob- 
ject of  his  imitation.  Inllead  of  purfuing  his  fubjedl,  we 
have  a  tame  paraphrafe  of  a  Burkian  fentence,  and  a  rambling 
paragraph  on  Mr.  I'urke's  merits.  The  confequences  of  this 
fatal  and  difaftrous  war  are  not  brought  home  with  fufticient 
ftrength  to  each  bofom  :  and  the  whole  concludes  with  point- 
ing out  to  us  the  leflbns  of  wiftiom  which  we  may  derive  from 
the  French  revolution. 

From  the  difficulty  we  found  in  making  a  jufl  analyfis  of 
this  work,  we  conceive  that  it  muft  have  been  produced 
by  ftarts :  it  is  deficient  in  arrangement,  and  it  wants 
concentration  of  fcr.timent.  The  limts  labor  has  not  been 
employed,  and  the  harmony  of  periods  is  much  neglected. 
We  might  bring  many  inllaaces  to  warrant  our  lalt  aflertion  ; 
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but  the  finale,  which  is  ufually  moft  laboured  by  good  writ-, 
ers,  will  ftrike  every  reader.  The  clofing  period  is  intended 
to  convey  fome  grand  reflections  :  the  great  advantage  of  our 
conftitution  is  the  lafl,  for  it  infures  '  to  its  fubje»5ts  an  ex-' 
cmption  from  revolution,  the  worll  of  all  poflibie  evils,  ex- 
cept that  confirmed  eftablifliment  of  tyranny  and  oppreflion 

'  for  which  there  Is  [no  either  cure.' 

Oh  tame  and  impotent  concluHon  ! 

We  are,  however,  as  we  faid  before,  to  make  great  allow- 
ances for  fuch  a  defeiTc :  for  how  is  it  poflible  that  an  ear,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  jargon  of  briefs,  the  reading  of  clerks  of  the 
court,  the  barbarous  language  of  illiterate  pleaders,  fliould 
be  awake  to  all  the  niceties  of  elegant  diftion  ?  We  mult  not 
then  examine  every  palTage  upon  the  rules  of  eftablifhed  criti»' 
cifm, — when  inftances  of  defective  grammar  appear,  fuch  as 
the  improper  ufe  of  the  participle,  a  verb  finguiar  to  a  plural 
fubflaniive,  or  the  contrary, — when  metaphors  are  ill  aflbrted, 
fuch  as'the  illumination  of  an  angel  to  makedark,' — when  com- 
parifons  are  too  remote  or  not  eafily  undcrftood,  fuch  as  that 
of  the  fyilem  of  the  un'''?rfe  to  a  county  clock  (meaning,  we 
prefume,  fome  public  clocks  in  Scotland) — we  mull  attribute 
thefe  things  to  the  genius  of  ihe  author's  profeffion,  his  coua-. 
try,  and  the  want  of  fufficient  lelfure. 

If  we  could  however  find  much  fault  with  the  author's 
language  and  ftyle,  there  are  few  fentiments  in  which  we 
Oiould  not  readily  acquiefce.  Yet  we  cannot  think  with  him, 
fhat,  when  Mr-  Pitt  became  an  apoftate  from  his  former  prin- 
ciples, *  he  condu6led  himfeif  w-ith  (the)  mafterly  Ikill:'  we 
allow  the  boldnefs  afcribed  to  him  by  Mr.  Erflcine ;  but  the 
flcill  of  a  mafter  has  furely  not  been  difplayed,  fmce  he  has 
been  baffled  in  almoft  all  his  fchemes,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Mr.  Erfkine  is  not  '  aflvamed  of  the  appellation  of 
party,  when  the  phrafe  is  properly  underftood  :'  he  need  not 
certainly,  if  the  party  is  a  good  party ;  but  the  term  pai  ty^ 
ufed  abiolutely,  is  generally  and  properly  taken  in  a  bad  ienfe. 
We  have  the  misfortune  not  to  underftand  Mr.  Erfkine,  any 
more  than  mofl  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  profeffion,  on  the 
doctrine  of  libels.  He  tells  us,  that,  of  the  late  writings  of  the 
reformers,  *  fome,  according  to  the  jufl  theory  of  the  law, 
were  unqueflionably  libels  :'  of  the  writings  of  the  reformers, 
when  Mr.  Pitt  was  at  their  head,  he  fays,  '  libels  at  that  time 
were  written,  but  Mr.  Pitt's  were  unqueflionably  the  flrong-r 
eft  and  the  befl ;'  in  another  place  he  fays,  '  Jibels,  indeed, 
both  then  and  fince,  as  at  all  other  periods,  were  undoubtedly 
written  by  mifchievous,  turbulent,  and  mifguided  individuals.* 
Now  we  ihoul«4  be  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Er&ine's  theory  of  the 
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law  which  fliould  at  the  fame  time  condemn  thofe  works 
v/hich  he  thinks  unqueftionably  libels,  and  at  the  fame  time 
abfolve  the  prefent  pamphlet,  and  free  the  author  from  the 
imputation  of  being  a  mifchievouSj  turbulent,  or  mifguided 
individual.  There  is  no  work,  we  conceive,  more  wanted, — no 
one  which  would  do  greater  honour  to  Mr.  Erikine  ;  it  would 
relieve  many  worthy  and  confcientious  writers,  and  might 
folve  the  doubts-of  independent  juries. 

The  compliments'to  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke, 
lord  Malmefbury,  are  what  are  vulgarly  called  make-weights  : 
they  are  much  ufed  in  the  houfe  of  commons, — or  if  we  had 
faid  abufed,  the  expreflion  would  have  been  more  proper. 
When  the  intereft  of  a  nation  is  at  flake,  it  is  trifling  with 
the  public  to  interrupt  the  debate  with  perfonal  compliments. 
The  compliment  to  lord  Alalmefbury  is  of  a  (Irange  mixed 
nature.  The  writer  profefles  '  greatly  to  refpetl  his  diplo- 
matic talents,'  and  at  the  fame  time  compares  the  ambaflador 
to  a  common  bellman.  Who  can  refpe61:  fuch  diplomatic 
talents  ?,  Can  we  conceal  from  ourfelves  that  this  much-re- 
fpe^led  diplomatifer  is  the  laughing-flock  of  all  Europe  ?  We 
as  little  approve  of  the  afFe£led  manner  in  which  the  writer 
fpeaks  of  himfelf.  It  is  not  for  '  a  very  private  man  like  me, 
with  no  talents  fo^  a  ftatefman.'  No  !  Mr.  Erfldne,  you  muft 
know  that  you  are  far  from  being  a  very  private  man  ;  and  if 
you  have  no  talents  for  a  fiatefman,  why  do  you  not  retire 
from  parliament,  and  give  yourfelf  up  wholly  to  '  the  pur- 
fuits  of  your  moil  laborious  profefTion  ?' 

We  have  thus  pointed  out  fome  few  of  the  reprehenfible 
things  in  the  pamphlet  before  us  :  they  may  with  eafe  be  cor- 
Te£led  in  a  fubfequent  edition  j  and,  with  all  its  defecls,  we  re- 
commend it  to  our  readers,  if  not  as  a  brilliant,  yet,  as  we 
faid  before,  as  an  honefl  pamphlet. 


Jones's  Englijh  SyJlcm  of  Book-keepings  by  Single  or  Double 
■  Entry y  in  which  it  is  impcJibU  for  an  Error  of  the  mofl  trlfhig 
Amount  to  he  pajfed  unnoticed ;  calculated  effeSiually  to  prevent 
the  Evils  attendant  on  the  Methods  fo  long  eflahlifocd ;  and 
adapted  to  every  Species  of  Tirade.  \to.  iL  lis.  6d, 
Boards.    Grofvenor  a?;// Chater.     1796. 

"5X7"  HAT  can  the  Critical  Reviewers  fay  of  a  fyflem  of 
*  ^     book-keeping  which  has  been  reviewed  and  approved 
of  by  the  millionaries  of  the  city  of  London  ?   Let  their  re- 
commendation fpeak  for  the  merits  of  the  work — 

'  The  fimplicity  on  which  Jones's  Js[e\v  Syftem  of  Book-keep- 
ing is  founded — the  exceditioxi  with  which  books  iway  be  exatnjn- 
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ed  and  balanced — the  ingenious,  certain,  and  yet  fimple  method 
of  difcovering  errors,  or  falfe  ftatements,  makes  it  a  valuable  ac- 
cjuifitlon  to  perfons  in  anywife  concerned  with  trade. 

D.  GILES, 

JAMES  REED  and  JOHN  PARKINSON, 
ALEXANDER  CHAMPION, 
GEORGE  WARD, 
ROBERT  PEEL, 
JAMES  HOLLAND, 
•    ROBERT  BARNEWELL, 

BOLLAND  and  PRESTWIDGE, 

G.  G.  STONESTREET.'  p.  v. 

A  work  that  anfwers  the  above  commendation,  mull  doubt- 
lefs  be  acceptable  to  the  public  ;  and  fuppofing  it  to  be  juft, 
we  are  glad  to  fee  that  the  author  has  received  fo  much  en- 
couragement for  his  invention  :  for,  compared  with  it,  the  net 
receipts:  of  a  Pope,  a  Gibbon,  a  Robertfon,  a  Blair,  and  a 
Hume,  vanifh  into  fmoke.  But  our  readers  will  not  be  con- 
tent with  the  recommendation  only ;  neither  fhould  we,  if 
there  was  any  fufpicion  that  the  perfons  who  fet  their  names 
down  to  this  recommendation,  had  not  fully  weighed  the 
contents  of  the  work.  If  any  one  has  been  induced  merely 
through  friendfhip  to  fet  his  name  down,  we  confider  him  as 
guilty  of  one  of  the  highefl  crimes  againft  and  unpuniflied  by 
fociety  :  and  we  are  fearful  that  they  may  not  all  be  aware  of 
the  force  of  the  word  certain ;  for  furely  they  fpeak  too  pofi- 
tively,  if  they  mean  that  an  artful  man  cannot  abufe  this 
mode  as  well  as  that  of  double  entry.  We  will  prefent  them, 
therefore,  with  the  author's  own  account  of  the  advantages 
attending  hisfyflem,  which  he  very  well  contrails  with  the 
inconveniences  of  double  entry. 

'  The  procefs  by  my  fyftem  is  perfectly  fimple  and  concife — It 
gives  more  information,  by  always  bringing  the  whole  ftatement  of 
the  moft  extenfive  concern  into  one  view ; — and  yet  needs  no  check- 
flieet — balance-paper — abftraft — nor  any  account  whatever,  but 
what  is  contained  in  the  ledger  itfelu — It  requires  lefs  labour  than 
any  fyftem  now  in  ufe ;  and  has  this  additional  advantage,  that  it 
is  impoffible  for  an  error  of  the  moft  trifling  amount  to  be  palTed 
unnoticed. 

'  By  my  fyfiem  the  books  may  be  ported  every  day,  and  ba- 
lanced every  month,  or  oftener,  without  the  leaft  inconvenience ; 
andwith  the  fatisfa£tion,  when  balanced,  of  the  accounts  being 
correft,  to  an  abfolute  certainty.  The  books  cannot  be  complete- 
ly pofted  without  being  balanced ;  nor  balanced  while  an  error,  or 
falfe  ftatement  of  a  farthing,  or  any  greater  amount  remains. 

'  By  my  fyftem,  the  unfortunate  trader  may,  at  a  few   hours 
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notice,  produce  his  books  balanced  to  his  creditors  ;  and  the  cre- 
ditors may  reft  perfectly  iatisfied  that  they  cannot  be  deceived  by  a 
falfe  ftatement ;  for  it  is  innpoffible  to  produce  a  falfe  ftatement  from 
books,  kept  after  this  plan,  that  will  not  be  imnnediately  deteded  : 
—  And  it  will  be  futile  for  any  perfon  to  plead  his  ignorance  of 
book-keeping,  as  an  exciife  for  his  infolvency  ;  becaufe  any  man, 
who  poflefles  underftanding  enough  to  make  out  a  bill  of  parcels, 
mav,  in  an  hour  or  two,  gain  fuch  a  complete  knowledge  of  the 
Enalifh  Syftem,  as  either  to  be  able  to  keep  his  own  books,  or  fee 
that  they  are  properly  and  regularly  kept  by  fome  one  elfe — There- 
fore the  creditors  of  bankrupts  will  be  able  to  draw  a  line  between 
the- unfortunate  and  the  diftioneft  man. 

*  I\Iv  fyfiem  is  fo  firnple,  that  it  is -fuited  to  the  capacity, of  a 
fchool-boy  ;  and  I  fliall  lay  down  a  plan  for  teaching  it,  which  if 
adopted  at  feminaries  of  ufeful  learning,  muft  be  attended  with 
arent  luccefs.  And  certainly  the  art  of  book-keeping  is  as  necef- 
iarv  for  a  fchool-ony  to  learn  as  reading,  writing,  or  arithmetic. 

'  The  great  dependance  that  men  in  trade  are  necelTanly  obliged 
t©  place  on  the  information  contained  in  their  books,  requ'.res  fuch 
a  fvfl'em  as  may  be  confidently  and  invariably  relied  en,  and  in 
which  it  is  impoilible  fcr  an  error  or  falfe  flatement  to  remain  un^- 
difcovered.  My  fyltem  will  fully  anfwer  this  purpofe  :  and  if, 
atany  time,  it  be  thought  ncceilary  to  go  through  an  examination 
of  a  fet  of  books  kept  en  this  plan,  the  porting  of  one  thoufand 
entries  m;:y  be  eafily  examined  in  an  hour  by  one  perfon,  without 
the  leaft  afliilance,  or  the, pofiibility  of  paffing  unnoticed  an  error 
of  tlie  mofl  trifling  amount:  —  I  have  examined  the  pcil;ing  of  one 
hundred  entries  in  leis  than  five  minutes.  No  perfon,  therefore, 
need  negled  an  examination  of  his  books.  And  it  is  worthy  re- 
mark, that  the  plain  and  fimple  manner  in  which  the  profit  or  lofs 
in  any  concern  may  be  afcertained,  precludes  the  pofiibility  of  the 
moft  ingenious  nian  deceiving  his  partner,  if  poflefied  only  of  com- 
m'ou  underuanding.'     p.  14, 

A  fpecimen  is  given  of  the  mode  of  keeping  books,  which 
feems  to  us  better  calculated  for  the  retail  trader  than  a  dealer 
in  great  concerns.  To  ufe  the  mode,  a  perfon  rnufl  buy  this 
book,  confilting  of  lefs  than  eighty  quarto  pages,  of  which 
fixteen  contair:  the  names  of  the  fubfcribers,  each  page  having 
five  columns  well  hilcvl  with  names  ;  and  the  price  of  the  book 
is  one  guinea  and  a  half.  "We  by  no  means  grudge  our  author 
his  money :  but  it  is  ufeful  in  a  commercial  country  to  point 
out  to  ruthors  in  general,  what  encouragement  they  may  ex- 
pe£l  to  meet  from  the  richer  part  of  the  community,  if  their 
VV'orks  are  not  of  the  firfl  requifuion. 

0  elves  I  civis !  (^uarsnda  pecunia  primum  eji. 

Gentle 
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Gentle  reader  I  if  a  merchant  alks  you  for  the  explanation 
of  the  Latin,  give  him  only  this  paraphrafe — Succefs  to  trade, 
and  Mr.  Jones's  Art  of  Book-keeping  1 


A  Defence  of  Double  Entry^  with  a  nevj  Arrangement  of  the 
yournaly  and  Objections  to  Mr.  Jones' i,  Plan  of  Book-keep- 
ing. By  Jofhua  Collier,  ^.to.  'js,  dd.  jrued.  Scarlett.   ^796. 

■\^7"E  have  heard  of  the  dangers  attending  an  oppofition  to 
'  ^  the  eftablifhed  maxims  of  a  government,  or  a  religion, — 
that  the  heretic  has  fuffered  at  the  block  or  the  ftake,  for 
hazarding  his  opinions  :  but — rifum  teneatisy  amici  f — our  good 
author  tells  us,  that  double  entry  has  got  fo  firm  a  footing, 
that  the  general  confent  of  all  nations  *  has  given  it  an  au- 
thority it  may  be  dangerous  to  oppofe.'  We  know  of  no 
dangers  attending  this  oppofition  to  double  entry ;  and  indeed 
fmgle  entry  does  not  often  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  critic  :  fo,  in  fpite 
of  the  terrors  of  the  counting- houfe,  we  go  on.  Jofliua  Col- 
lier Itigmatifes  Mr.  Jones's  work  as  a  take-in,  andconfequently 
is  not  likely  to  write  in  good  humour  :  he  defends^double  entry- 
tooth  and  nail,  as  if  it  was  a  thing  worth  quarrelling  about; 
but  he  himfelf  can  make  fome  improvements  on  the  old  mode, 
which  he  has  done  in  a  journal  and  ledger :  and  the  fubfcrib- 
ers  who  have  paid  a  guinea  and  a  half  for  Jones's  quarto, 
may  very  well  afford  to  buy  this  quarto  in  addition.  This 
will  pleafe  Mr.  Collier,  who  tells  us  — 

*  I  fiiall  be  happy  if  any  errors  of  Mr,  Jones's,  or  mine,  ferve 
to  awaken  the  fpirit  of  enquiry  in  a  matter  which  has  yet  been 
treated  with  too  much  ntglcft,  except  by  men  more  adapted  to 
plodding  habits,  than  the  conception  of  new  ideas.'     r.  16. 


An  Elucidation  of  the  Italian  Method  of  Book-keepings  with 
Examples  calculated  to  Jimplify  and  ■perfeil  that  long  approv- 
ed Syjiem,  and  to  fupply  the  Defers  of  the  prefent  Pnidice. 
Prefaced  by  free  Obfcrvations  on  Joneses  Englijh  Syfiem  of 
Book-keepings  and  concluded  by  concfc  Strictures  on  Collier* s 
Defence  of  Double  Entry.  By  Thomas  KnoUes  Gofnelly  Ac- 
comptant  of  London,     4/5.     55.    feivcd.    Richardfon.    1796. 

'T^HE  Free  Obfcrvations  deferve  the  ferious  attention  of  the 
gentlemen  wlio  have  fubfcribed  their  names  as  recom- 
mending Jones's  Syftem  of  Book  keeping.  Their  charaders 
tor  judgment,  accuracy,  and  i.robiy,  arc  very  much  involved 
in  the  opinion  which  fhall  be  the  refult  of  a  fair  and  impar- 
^iiil  examination  of  the  book  which  they  have  in  lo  unlimit- 
ed 
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cd  a  manner  recommended  to  the  public.  A  queftlon  might 
be  fairly  put  to  thefe  gentlemen — Since  by  your  recommenda- 
tion we  have  been  induced  to  purchafe  a  work,  fold  at  a  great- 
er rate  than  almofl  any  book  hitherto  oiFered  to  the  public, 
may  we  aflc,  whether  in  your  own  counting-houfes  you  ufe 
that  method  of  book-keeping  which  you  fo  ftrongly  recom- 
ir.end  to  every  perfon  concerned  with  trade  ?  It  is,  in  our  ap- 
prehenfion,  one  thing  to  recommend  a  fubfcription  generally 
for  an  author,  which  involves  only  an  opinion  of  his  abilities, 
merit,  or  diftrefs, — and  another  to  give  a  pofitive  decifioq  on 
the  merits  of  a  work,  from  which,  induced  by  the  reputation 
of  the  recommenders,  young  perfons  may  adopt  a  fyffcem  ei- 
ther of  little  or  no  advantage,  or  attended  with  pofitive  in- 
conveniences. Indeed  we  confider  the  reputation  of  Mr. 
Jones's  recommenders  as  more  at  fliake  than  that  of  the  author 
himfelf :  for  he  might  very  naturally  be  led  away  by  the  delu- 
sion attending  the  pleafure  of  inventing  j  and  a  little  egotifm  is 
in  him  very  pardonable  :  the  recommenders  mud  have  viewed 
the  work  in  cooler  moments  ;  and  from  thq  flrong  terms  in 
which  their  opinion  is. couched,  it  could  not  have  been  juflly 
formed  but  after  much  thought  and  deliberation. 

The  certainty  with  which,  according  to  Mr.  Jones's  fyftem, 
his  recommenders  have  ftated  that  errors  may  be  detected,  is 
expofed  by  the  author  befoire  us  in  the  following  manner- — 

*  There  certainlv  is  no  fuch  charm  in  Mr.  Jones's  boafied  Svf- 
tern  ab  to  keep  aloof  thofe  errors  v/hich  creep  into  account  books 
negligently  kept ;  and  as  to.  the  declared  impofiibility  of  an  error 
exiftlng  in  his  arrangemerit  without  being  detected  by  his  infallible 
check,  it  is  an  afiertion  the  moft  prepofterous  that  ever  was  fet  up  ; 
for  a  fchool-boy  of  the  lead  difccrx-iment  will  perceive,  and  Mr. 
Jones  himfelf,  with  all  His  temerity,  will  not  deny,  that  his  check 
would  be  utterly  incapable  of  pointing  out  fo  extremely  limple  an 
error  as  would  originate  in  the  debiting  Abraham  Bold  with  fifty 
pounds  which  he  ought  to  have  been  credited  for,  if  in  the  fame 
page  Charles  Wife  was  to  be  credited  for  fifty  pounds  which  ought 
to  have  been  carried  to  his  debit :  this  is  a  fort  of  error,  that,  in 
the  hurry  of  bufinefs,  mav  be  the  eflfecl  of  accident,  or  it  may  be 
produced  by  defign.  Let  Mr.  Jones  point  out  how  his  fcheme  of 
balancino-  will  lead  to  a  certain  deteftion  of  this  error,  or  let  him 
no  longer  boaft  that  "  it  is  impoffible  to  produce  a  falfe  itatement 
from  books  kept  after  his  plan  that  will  not  be  immediately  deted- 
ed."     p.  V.  .   . 

Our  writer  properly  objefls  to  Mr.  Jones,  that  his  argu- 
ments againll  the  Italian  mode  are  taken  from  its  abufes,  and 
makes  an  obfervation  not  eafily  evaded- — 

'  It  is,  indeed,  a  curious  faft,  that  he  does  not  furnifh  one  fingle 
*  inftance 
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in  (lance  of  the  Italian  method  being  inadequate  to  its  profefTed  pur- 
pofes,  where  honeft  and  attentive  book-keepers  have  kept  the  ac- 
counts,, and  that  very  circumllance  is  fufficient  proof  of  its  excel- 
ience,  becaiife,  if  one  fuch  inftance  could  have  been  adduced,  it 
mofl  afTuredly  wpuld  not  have  been  withheld — all  the  reft  amount 
to  nothing.'      p.  v. 

Another  obfervation  goes  to  the  originality  of  Mr.  Jones's 
invention — ■. 

*  In  the  patent  ledger  alfo,  the  novelty  confifts  in  the  various 
columns  appropriated  to  record  the  daily  and  monthly  tranfadions, 
on  the  originality  of  which  it  may  be  right  to  ftate,  that  this  gen- 
tleman was  invited  to  infpedl  a  ledger  ruled  in  a  limilar  way,  which 
he  thought  proper  to  decline.'     p.  vi. 

It  is  extraordinary,  that,  after  fuch  folid  recommendations  as 
appear  to  Mr.  Jones's  book,  our  author  fhould  venture  to 
publifh  this  aflertion — 

'  All  the  opinions  which  the  writer  of  thefe  pages  has  been  able 
to  collecV,  concur  in  aflerting  that  Mr.  Jones's  plan  is  inadequate 
to  the  purpofes  of  the  man  of  bufinefs  in  almoft  any  trade,'  p.  v. 

Yet  we  have  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  extent  of 
his  acquaintance  ;  and  his  Preface  convinces  us  that  he  is  not 
likely  to  be  led  away  by  trifling  information. 

To  many  other  parts  of  Jones's  Book-keeping  very  ingeni- 
ous objedlions  are  made  ;  and  a  fpecimen  is  given,  at  the  end 
of  the  work,  of  a  propofed  improvement  on  the  Italian  mode, 
which  we  recommend  to  the  confideration  of  perfons  la  trade. 
Indeed  this  controverfy  will  be  attended  with  many  advan- 
tages ;  the  merchant,  by  examining  the  merits  and  defers  of 
two  plans,  will  be  able  to  flrike  out  fome  new  lights  which 
may  afTift  him  in  his  counting-houfe  ;  and  at  any  rate  his  men- 
tal faculties  will  be  afTifted  by  a  little  abftra£l  reafoning,  to 
which  the  fpirit  of  trade  is  in  general  fo  inimical. 


The  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Chrifi.  Containing  the  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Centuries,  By  Jofcph  Milner^  M.  A.  i^c.  ^vo. 
Vol.  II.     $s.  6d.      Boards.     Dilly.      ^795. 

'  'T^HE  period  of  time,  which  the  volume  now  prefented  to  the 
-*•     reader  embraces,  will  exhibit  the  church  of  Chrift  in  a  very 

different  fituation  from  any,  in  which  it  appeared,  during  the  whole 

courfe  of  the  three  firft  centuries. 

'  The  fourth  century  opens  with  a  perfecution  more  fyftemati- 

cally  planned,    and   more  artfully   conducted,    than   thofe   which 

Chriftians  had  ever  known.     Indeed  vidlory  at  firft  fliewed  itfelf 

ia 
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ia  favour  of  the  perfecutors,  and  Chriftianiry  feemed  to  be  near  an 
end.  All  the  powers,  of  cruelty  and  artifice,  and  of  violence  and 
calumny,  aflbciated,  were  exerted  to  the  utmoft  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  tranfaftions ;  and,  if  the  church  ftill  furvived  the  florm,  and 
rofe  more  terrible  from  her  lofTe^,  the  only  reafbn  was,  becaufe  her 
«iefender  is  invincible. 

*  We  next  behold  the  church  eftabli  filed  and  prote<^ed  by  civil 
pofity,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  pagnnifm,  which  had  been  the 
pi-ide  of  ages,  gradually  diflblved,  and  finking  into  infignific;i nee 
and  contempt.  The  advantages  and  abufes,  attendant  on  Chrifliau 
cftablifliments,  difplay  themfeh'cs,  on  this  occafion,  in  a  very  con- 
fpicuous  point  of  view.  I  have  endeavoured,  with  faithfulnefs  and 
candour,  to  point  out  both,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  regard  due 
to  truth  itfelf,  and  to  the  characters  of  the  rrvoft  illuftrious  and  the 
moft  exemplary  Chriftians  in  pafl  ages,  feemed  to  require  a  defence 
<Df  ecclefiafh'cal  cftabliftimpnts.  I  hope  no  real  lover  o{  truth  and 
liberty  will  cenfure  the  attempt :  for  it  mull  be  owned,  that  the 
3(noft  direft  attacks,  in  the  way  of  argximent,  and  I  wifli  I  could 
fay,  only  in  tliat  way,  have  repeatedly  been  made  againft  them,  as 
if  they  were  unchrifiian  in  their  whole  nature.  It  cannot,  there- 
lore,  be  reckoned  unfair  to  defire  men,  freely  to  give  to  others  the 
liberty,  which  they  allow  to  themfelves,  if  they  would  prove  that 
their  love  of  liberty  is  genuine  and  fincere. 

'  The  Arian  controverfy  fills  almoft  the  refl:  of  the  century  ;  it 
was  my  duty  to  give  a  faithful  hitlory  of  its  rife,  progrefs,  and  ef- 
izEti.  And,  if  the  perfonal  charader  of  Arians  appear  more  cri- 
minal than  many  of  my  readers  have  been  taught  to  imagine,  I 
confidently  refer  them  to  the  moft  authentic  records  of  antiquity. 
I  am  not  confcious  of  having  difguifed  any  one  fact,  or  exaggerated 
,  any  ow.  enormity. 

*  But  it  is  with  far  greater  pleafure,  that  I  have  contemplated  the 
fifth  century.  The  hiftory  of  Pelagianifm  I  judged  to  be  a  defide- 
nitum  in  our  language  :  it  was  ncceflary  to  lay  it  before  the  reader 
•with  fome  degree  of  circumitantial  exaftnefs,  fupported  too  by  in- 
couleftible  documents.  If  the  account  of  the  writings  and  labours 
of  Auguftine  be  thought  to  extend  to  an  immoderate  length,  I  can 
onFv  fay,  that  the  importance  of  the  doftrines  of  grace,  with  theii' 
prattical  effeifts,  will,  perhaps,  be  confidered  as  a  fufficient  apolo- 
gy. Nothing  can  be  introduced  more  pertinent  to  the  whole  de- 
iign  of  this  hiitory,  than  the  revival  of  religion,  of  which  he  was 
the  providential  inftrument :  its  effeifts  remained  for  many  centu- 
ries :  and  I  fcarce  need  fay  to  thofe,  who  have  read  the  former  vo- 
lume even  with  fuperficial  attention,  that  my  plan  often  requires 
sue  to  be  brief,  where  other  hiftorians  are  immoderately  tedious  ; 
arid  to  be  circumfvantial,  where  they  fay  little,  or  are  fileut  altoge- 
ther. 

*  To  fearch  cut  tlie  real  church  from  age  to  age,  is  indeed  a 

J  woik 
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work  of  much  labour  and  difficulty ;  far  more  fo,  I  apprehend, 
than  can  even  be  conceived  by  thofe,  whofe  ftudies  have  never 
been  direifted  to  this  obje£t.  The  ore  is  precious,  but  it  mull  be 
cxtrafled  from  incredible  heaps  of  ecciefiaftical  rubbifti.  I  cannot 
pretend  to  be  clear  of  miftakes;  but  it  behoved  nie  to  be  as  care- 
ful as  I  could ;  and  I  fliall  as  thankfully  receive  information  or 
correction  from  ftudious  perfons  who  have  carefully  inveftigated 
antiquity  for  themfelves.  I  cannot,  indeed,  exped  information  or 
correclion  from  fcif-created  critics,  who  are  carried  down  the  tor- 
rent of  modern  prejudices,  and  who  know  no  fentiments,  but  thofe, 
which  they  have  imbibed,  from  authors  of  the  prefent  century.' 
p.  iii. 

For  an  opinion  on  the  manner  in  which  this  interefting  fub- 
]c€t  is  purfued  in  the  work  before  us,  we  refer  the  reader  to 
our  account  of  the  firfl  volume  *,  to  which  this  is  no  way  in- 
ferior. 
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POLITICAL. 

E'jfaj'  on    the   Public   Merits    of  Mr.    Pitt.      By    TJiomas   Bc'JJsfi., 
M.  D.     8vo.     3.'.  6rt'.   fezvcd.     Johnfon.      1 796. 

'T^O  appreciate  the  public  m.erits  or  demerits  of  iVIr.  Pitt,  is  a 
-*•  very  difficult  talk.  If  ftated.in  the  faireft  manner,  they  are  not 
likely  on  the  one  hand  to  anfwer  the  expectations  of  his  panegyrifls, 
i\QT  on  the  other  to  fuit  his  very  degraded  ftate  in  the  eyes  of  his 
opponents.  By  facts  only  can  they  be  tolerably  afcertained.  If 
we  view  him  as  at  one  time  the  mod:  popular  miniller  that  ever 
appeared  in  England,  the  inquiry  naturally  will  be,  what  improve- 
ments took  place  in  confequence  in  the  finances^  the  jurifprudence, 
the  Jegiflation,  the  commerce,  the  adminiftratiou  of  public  affairs, 
or  the  conveniences  of  private  life  ?  If  in  any  of  thefe  refpe<fts 
improvements  have  been  made,  how  far  was  Mr.  Pitt  concerned 
in  them  ?  Were  they  done  at  his  fuggeftion  ?  or  did  they  proceed 
from  the  indullry  and  abilities  of  inferior  charafters?  Did  Mr.  Pitt 
promote  them  when  recommended  r  or,  when  apparently  approving 
the  meafure,  ditl  he  either  take  no  ftep  to  promote  it,  or  fuch  fteps 
3s  mufi:  inevitably  fecure  its  rejeclian  r  Since  Mr.  Pitt  was  once  fo 
popular,  the  inquiry  will  then  be,  upon  what  grounds  was  this 
popularity  obtained  ?  and  fecondly,  whether  upon  his  advancement 
to  rank  he  purfued  thofe  meafures  for  which  he  hud  been  a  zealous 


•  See  Crit.  Rev,  New  Arr.  Vol.  X.  p.  450. 
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advocate  wliilll  in  the  aft  of  obtaining  this  popularity  ?  Another 
diftinftion  now  takes  place  :  we  are  to  view  him  in  his  arrange- 
ments at  home,  and  his  connexions  abroad.  We  are  to  inquire 
whether  he  took  the  moft  effeftual  fteps  to  leciire  peace  at  home, 
and  never  compromifed  the  welfare  of  the  country  with  foreign 
connexions.  In  this  itate  of  the  inquiry,  the  nature  and  utiHty  of 
various  armaments  muft  be  afcertained, — whether  they  were  the 
effeft  of  petulance,  or  manly  dignity  ;  whether  they  fecured  the 
objeft  hoped  for,  or  ran  the  nation  to  expenfe  without  honour  or  pro- 
fit ?  Since  the  three  or  four  laft  years  have  been  diftinguiflied  by 
the  violence  of  parties,  a  natural  object  of  inquiry  will  be,  how 
far  this  was  foftered  or  not  by  the  minifter  ;  what  lleps  he  took  to 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  nation;  whether  they  were  confiftent 
with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  a  great  minifter,  or  were  the  trifling 
expedients  of  crafty  politicians  in  the  worft  of  times  ?  As  a  war  mi- 
nifter he  becomes  the  objeX  of  another  inquiry  ;  and  now,  without 
considering  the  grounds  on  which  he  entered  into  the  war,  it  will 
be  alked,  what  great  expeditions  has  he  planned  in  which  he  met 
with  fuccefs  ?  in  what  has  he  been  unfortunate  ?  In  the  latter,  did 
the  mifconducl  refuh  from  his  raflinefs,  levity,  ignorance,  or  from 
unavoidable  circumftances  which  no  prudence  could  havcforefeen? 
We  might  ftatemany  other  circumftances,  in  which  the  fa6ls  fliould 
be  previoufly  well  afcertained  before  any  attempt  to  reafon  on  them 
is  made  ;  and  then  we  muft  refer,  we  fear,  to  pofterity  for  impar- 
tial decifion.  It  would  be  better,  perhaps,  to  inquire  on  what 
fingte  aft,  in  peace  or  war,  can  Mr.  Pitt  afpire  to  the  charafter  of 
a  great  man  or  a  great  minifter  ?  We  can  diftinguifll  the  asras  of 
the  celebrated  minifters  of  France  bv  fome  noble  achievement : 
but  grandeur  in  conception  or  aftion  does  not  feem  to  form  a  trait 
in  the  prefent  adminiftration ;  and  we  muft  confine  our  limits  to 
the  inquiry,  how  far  has  Mr.  Pitt  promoted,  or  had  as  the  fole  objeft 
in  his  view,  the  good  of  his  country  ? 

The  rcfult  of  the  prefent  eflay  is  not  favourable  to  Mr.  Pitt.  His 
conduft  before  he  came  into  ofiiceis  examined, — at  that  period,  when 
he  was  the  advocate,  and  the  loud  advocate  for  thofe  meafures 
which  have  been  lately  reprobated  by  him,  and  not  reprobated  merely, 
but  thrown  afide  in  fo  bold  and  glaring  a  manner,  that  the  perfons 
who  imitated  his  conduft  and  avowed  his  principles,  were  made  to 
feel  the  effefts  of  his  bittereft  refentment, — were  fent  to  expiate  their 
newly-invented  crimes  at  Botany  Bay,  or  condemned  to  languifti  in 
prifons  at  hom.e.  This  verfatility  in  Mr.  Pitt  meets  with  deferved 
cenfure;  and  his  pretenfions  to  merit,  as  a  peace  minifter,  are  fliowa 
to  be  very  inconfiderable.  The  inquiry  into  his  charafter,  as  a  war 
minifter,  is  referved  for  a  future  efiay. 

Dr.  Beddoes  writes  with  the  firmnefs  which  becomes  a  man  of 
fcience  :  he  fpeaks  thofe  bold  truths  which  a  nation  ought  to  hear. 
We  IhaU,  there-fore,  with  pleafure  attend  our  author  in  his  next  pub- 
lication!. 
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ikadon  ;  and  if  we  might  prefumeto  give  our  advice,  it  fhoiild  be 
that  the  jubje^t  migJit  be  kept  more  conftantly  in  view  :  for  as  it 
is  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  and  worthy  of  his  pen,  we  wifli  not  to 
be  tur^ied  aiide  by  the  inevitable  prolixity  of  dialogue,  or  the  ia- 
trodii(5lion  of  any  foreign  matter. 
Ohjervations  on  the  various  Accounts  of  a    late  Family  Difference  in. 

High  Life,  noiv  happily  adjujied  to  the  Satisfaction  of  all  Parties 

£oncerned.      4/0.      is,     Faulder.      1796, 

This  pamphlet  is  made  up  of  the  paragraphs  which  appeared  in 
the  papers  previous  to  the  date  of  its  publication,  refpefting  a  fa- 
mily difference  in  high  life.  Pages  1,  2,  41,  42,  43,  and  44,  are 
original,  but  unfortunately  do  not  contain  one  word  of  truth, — an 
objection  to  which  our  readers  too  well  know  the  tide-page  is 
equally  liable. 

Defuhory  Hints  on  KioleJice  of  Opinion  and  Intemperance  of  Lan- 
guage, By  George  Surges,  B.  A.   ^vo.   td.  Longman.    1 796. 

A  well -written  and  unexceptionable  recommendation  of  mode- 
ration in  controverfies  of  all  kinds.  Never  furely  was  any  fubjeft 
better  timed  in  point  of  neceflity,  nor,  we  fear,  worfe  in  point  of 
probability  of  fuccefs. 

A  brief  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes  of,  and  ConduB  purfued  hy^  tJtt 
Colonial  Gover7itnent,  for  quelling  the  Infurreilion  in  Grenada  ; 
fro?n  its  Co}nme.ncement  on  the  biight  of  the  id  of  March,  to  the 
Arrival  of  General  Nichols,  on  the  l\th  of  April  ijg^.  In  a 
Letter  from  a  Grenada  Planter  to  a  Merchant  in  London,  8vo. 
4j.    fetued.     Faulder.^     1 796. 

This  is  a  very  important  pamphlet  indeed.  It  is  of  infinite  im- 
portance to  the  people  of  this  country  to  know  whether  the  late  iu- 
furretlion  in  Grenada  was  produced  by  the  intrigues  of  the  French, 
or  by  the  oppreffion  and  injuftice  of  the  Britilh  government  and 
planters.  If  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  may  be  credited  (who 
ityles  himfelf  a  Grenada  planter,  and  feems  to  have  afted  a  princi- 
pal part  in  thofe  fcenes),  the  latter  was  the  cafe.  Contrary  to  the 
treaties  of  1763  and  17S4,  he  fays  of  the  French  colonifts — 

'  Thefe  people  were  completely  diverted  of  all  political  rights  as 
Britifli  fubjects.  I  believe  I  might  add,  of  all  civil  ones  alfo  :  their 
churches  and  glebe  lands,  of  which  they  had  held  the  undilturbcd 
polTeffion  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  under  the  Britifli  govern- 
ment, were  now  taken  forcibly  from  them ;  a  meafure  which,  of 
all  thofe  carried  into  effect  to  irritate  and  diftrefs  them,  was  the  moft 
feverely  felt,  and  contributed  the  moft  to  rivet  their  difaffeftion  to 
the  BritLfti  government,  and  at  the  fame  time  was  the  lealt  neccf- 
fary  to  any  public  purpofe  whatever.'     p.  6. 

He  proceeds  to  (hte,  that,  from  the  continuance  of  this  illiberal 
treatment,  '  all  focial  intercourfc  between  them  and  the  natural- 
born  fubjeds  was  at  an  ^\.\^.,^  fome  time  previous  to  t\\t  infurrec- 

tion. 
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tion.  The  conduct  of  the  prefident  and  council,  during  the  rt"- 
volt,  was  not  lefs  rafh  and  intemperate.  They  had  been  repeated- 
ly warned  by  flags  of  truce  from  the  infurgents,  that  if  any  perfon 
lufFered  for  an  attachment  to  their  caufe,  they  would  retaliate  upon 
the  Britifii  prifoners  in  their  pofieflion.  NotwithHianding  this,  not 
only  feveral  perfons  of  colour  were  hanged  at  St.  George's,  for 
only  having  been  at  the  rebel  camp  ;  but  a  Mr.  Alexander,  a  na- 
tive of  France,  who  had  never  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
Great  Britain,  and  who  was  taken  in  a  fchooner  employed  in  the 
purchafe  of  ftores,  was  executed  there  with  many  circumftancca 
of  cruelty.  Can  it  be  wondered  at,  if  after  thefe  provocations  the 
Englifli  prifoners  were  fhot  by  the  infurgents?  In  fine,  the  whole 
pamphlet  exhibits  a  Angular  pifture  of  weaknefs,  ignorance,  and 
tyranny, — qualities  which  are  very  commonly  united. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  IJllliam  Pitt,  Chancelloi  of  the  Exche- 
qiter^  on  the  National  Debt.  By  Edward  Tatkam,  D.  D.  £s'r. 
S'yo.     is.  6d.     Rivingtons.      1795. 

Of  all  the  crudities  on  the  national  debt,  we  have  feldom  met 
with  any  thing  more  crude  than  the  morfel  now  before  us.  The 
debt  is  allowed  to  be  a  burthen  upon  the  country  :  but  our  author 
contends — 

*  That  it  is  become  necellary  by  time  and  habit,  that,  by  feme  ad- 
mirable movements  of  its  own,  it  enables  the  country  to  fupport  its 
weight,  and  that  it  is  upon  the  whole  beneficial  to  the  nation,'  p.  4. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  examine  the  theory  :  we  hope,  how- 
ever, that  one  palFage,  fevouring  of  impiety,  was  a  flip  from  the 
author's  pen.  Speaking  of  wars,  he  fays,  '  unlefs  wars  could  be  ex- 
pelled   out  of   the  world,  which  from    the   hiftory  of  that  world 

ieems  not  to  have'  been  in  the  intention  cf  its  maker '     Now, 

upon  our  chriftlan  faith,  we  fay  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
maker  of  the  world  that  wars  fliould  be  no  more  ;  and  the  hiftory 
of  fhe  paft  fliows  only  the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  man,  which 
are  gradually  extirpated,  and  which  it  is  the  intention  of  our  Fa- 
ther to  extirpate  by  means  of  his  holy  religion. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  author's  ftyle,  we  lliall  indulge  our  readers 
with  his  grand  apoftrophe  to  Mr.  Pitt — 

*  O,  fir,  you  ftand  in  a  critical  predicament !  you  fill  a  high 
and  important  ftation.  On  you,  fir,  much  depends.  On  you  we 
place  our  hopes.  To  you  we  commit  our  fortunes.  You  are,  I 
think,  an  honeft  man.  Be  the  friend  of  all  honed  men,  for  they 
are  loyal;  and  all  honeft  men  will  be  friends  to  you.  Be  clear  m 
your  views.  Be  decided  in  your  meafures.  And  be  determined 
in  their  execution.  Follow  the  example  of  your  father.  Be  cau- 
tious but  refolved  :  and  be  fuccefbful  as  he  was.  Deal  openly  with 
all  men.     Never  hak  between  two  opinions.    Never  trim  between 

two 
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two  parties.  Trimming  was  the  ciifgrace  of  the  American  war. 
Have  thofe  to  fight  your  battles  on  whofe  courage  yoii  can  rdy* 
and  on  whofe  ftill  and  fidelity  you  can  depend.  As  war-miniflf/T 
be  boldly  refponfible  for  your  conduft  :  for  the  meafures  which 
you  adopt,  and  the  means  which  you  employ.  Be  not  afraid  of 
axes  and  fcaffolds.  Do  the  beft  you  can,  and  truft  to  Providence  , 
for  fuccefs  :  and,  if  vou  fail  throuoh  your  own  mifconduft,  bid 
the  houfe  of  commoiis  take  off  your  head  and  put  it  upon  their 
table.'     p.  70. 

There  are  feventy-one  pages  for  half  a  crown  ;  this  price,  we 
prefunie,  was  fet  in  coniiftency  with  theauthor's  principles,  as  the 
pamphlet,  '  by  fonie  admirable  movements  of  its  own,'  enables  the 
purfe  to  fupport  the  weight  taken  from  it,  exadtiy  as  the  national 
debt  is  beneficial  to  the  nation.  The  pamphlet  and  the  debt  botii 
take  money  away  :  in  the  latter  cafe  we  pay  for  the  folly  of  cur 
fathers,  in  the  former  we  indulge  our  own. 

J  Curfory  Fisiv  of  the-  Tranfac'iions  of  the  I'^th    Vendemlaire    (c^th  ■ 
Ocl.  1795J,  and  of  their  EffsHs.   8w.    u.  Longman.    1796; 

The  facts  contained  in  this  narrative  are  fubftantially  the  fame  as. 
thofe  which  have  been  related  in  the  l\'i\v  Annual  ilegjfler  for 
1793,  with  this  difference,  that  in  the  latter  they  are  ftatcd  with 
much  more  candour  and  moderation.  This  pamphlet  is,  however, 
neither  ill  u-ritten  nor  ill  tranflated  ;  and  all  parties  might  profit  by 
attending  to  fome  of  the  author's  advice,  particularly  the  following  — 

'  Conclude  a  peace  ;  remember  that  war,  however  glorious,  is 
always  a  curie  ;  that  the  people  pay,  fuffer,  are  haraffed  and  ex- 
haufted,  as  much  by  vidory,  as  defeat ;  and  that  fuccefs  in  the 
end  becomes  as  fatal  to  the  vifrors  as  to  the  vanqulflied.  Do  not 
drive  your  numerous  enemies  to  defpair ;  nor  alarm  onr  neighbours 
and  allies,  by  refufing  to  afiign  bounds  to  your  ambition,  your 
hopes,  and  your  refentmentl'     p.  39. 

Kefledious  on  Covernme^it  in  General,  ivlth  their  Application  /o  the 
BrlilJJi  Confttutlon.  By  Charles  IVatklns^  Efq.  ^"jo.  zs, 
Butterworth.      1796.  ' 

Mr.  Watkins,  in  his  v-arious  legal  publications,  has  evinced  much' 
extent  oi  refearch,  and  originality  of  thinking ;  the  prefent  pro- 
duftion  has  the  merit  of  difplaying  an  accm-ate  knowledge  of  the 
Britifh  conllitution,  and  an  inj^enuous  ftatement  of  its  excellences 
and  defects.  In  the  Introdufrion  to  thcfe  Rcfle6tions,  the  author 
mentions  that  he  had  obferved— 

•  That  while  fome  were  rcfolving  the  confcitution  of  thefe  realms 
into  an  abiblute  democracy,  there  were  otlurs  who  were  no  Jefs 
defnous  of  eftablifhing  the  perfuanon  that  the  monarchy  was  as 
abfolute.     If  the  former  afierted,  that  the  monarchical  oait  of  ovir 
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polity  was  merely  an  iifurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  th« 
latter  did  not  fcruple  fo  afiirm  that  the  people  had  ufurped  the 
nghtsof  their  king.  One  conceived  that,  as  all  political  power  ori- 
ginated in  the  nggrfgate  body,  the  monarchy  and  peerage  were  ad- 
ventitious excrefcences,  heterogeneous  and  unnatural. — The  other 
inverted  the  fcheme,  and  maintained  that  the  peerage  and  commons 
derived  their  very  exigence  from  the  crown.'     p.  v. 

Such  extremes,  as  Mr.  Watkins  afterwards  truly  obferves,  '  re- 
cede equally  from  the  truth  of  the  cafe,'  but  that  there  is  fortunately 
left  *a  wide  field  for  the  peaceable  and  unprejudiced,  to  explore  un- 
interruptedly the  paths  of  utility  and  truth.' 

^  Tills  track  Mr.  Watkins  has  purfued  :  his  reflexions  are  judi-  ' 
cious  and  patriotic  ;  he  proves  the  identity  and  vindicates  the  va- 
lue of  our  conftitution,  but  ferioufly  doubts  the  probability  of  its 
long  exiftence  without  a  falutary  recurrence  to  its  radical  principles. 
The  fenfe  and  liberality  of  the  author's  obfa-vations  on  this  to- 
pic dcferve  confiderable  praife,  and  place  him  in  that  ciafs  of  po- 
liticians, with  whom  perhaps  only,  the  wifdom  of  the  fcience  is 
to  be  found, — the  a^ive  moderates. 

Tivo  Letters,  addrejfdd  to  a  Brit 'Jit  Merchant^  a  JJiort  Time  before 
the  Meeting  of  the  NeiJ  Parliament  iji  1796.  £j  John  Bowles^ 
E/q.     S^'c.     2j.    Longman.     1796. 

The  author  recommends  a  voluntary  fubfcription  to  povern- 
ment  :  and  the  perfons  who  fo  liberally  offered  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  mull  be  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  fliame 
if  they  do  not  now  make  good  their  promifes,  Wc  hope  that  Mr. 
Bowles  lias  fhown  the  example,  by  giving  up  at  leaft  one  half  of 
his  goods  and  chstttls  :  and  lefs  cannot  polhbly  br;  expeded  from 
his  zeal.  As  to  the  itw  fliades  of  argument  in  his  book,  they  va- 
iiillied  at  the  moment  we  fcnt  an  ambadador  to  Paris  to  treat  with 
the  French  republic  ;  and  all  his  rhodomontades  about  focial  order, 
balance  of  power,  religion,  anarchy,  impiety,  and  the  like  high- 
founding  words,  have  juftas  much  meaning  as  the  oaths  of  a  Bil- 
lingfgate  fifiiwoman,  and  will  be  looked  upon  by  all  parties  witU 
the  fame  indifference. 

The  Origin   of  Dnty  and  Right  in  Man,  confdtred.     Sw.     is.  6d. 

R.  White.  1796. 
This  publication  is  addreffed  to  the  inhabitants  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,  with  a  profpeft  to  his  majefty's  meeting  the  parlia- 
mcat  after  the  laft  general  cledion.  It  pathetically,  and  with  pro- 
per reprobaiion,  alludes  to  the  daring  infults  offered  by*  fome  ruf- 
fians ro  the  facred  peribn  of  the  monarch  on  a  former  occafion  ; 
the  reft  of  the  pamphlet  is  occupied  wjth  fuch  a  difculhon  as  may, 
be  expeded  from  the  titlep.ige, — a  difcullion  in  which  there  is  verV 
b'ttle  novelry  of  argument  or  illuftration.  One  of  the  beft  paflace's 
is  the  foliowj  g  iavefligHiion  of  the  alfcrted  equality  of  nunkind— 
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'  We  are  told  in  an  nuthoritative  tone,  that  man's  natura^ 
rights  are  life,  liberty,  and  equality  :  to  any  fair  reafoner  we  would 
grant  this  polition,  becau.'e  fuch  an  one  would  not  make  a  fwin- 
dling  Qie  of  the  conceffion,  but  would  take  care  that  the  terms  he 
ufed  fliould  be  uniform  in  their  meaning,  and  defined  in  their  ex- 
tent. We  would  grant  the  pofiiion  upon  this  fair  ground,  that 
man  has  a  right  to  retain  his  life,  as  long  as  it  pleafts  God  he  fhould 
do  (o\  that  he  has  a  right  to  a  free  ufe  of  thofe  natural  faculties 
for  the  exercife  of  which  life  was  given  him  ;  and  that  all  men  have 
equally  a  right  to  thofe  benefits.  But  it  is  impofiible  to  make  this 
Conceffion  to  the  antagonifls  who  (land  oppolite  to  us  in  the  con- 
troverfy,  without  biuvhening  it  with  tedious  limitations;  becaufe 
the  fame  equivocation  that  we  have  perceived  to  exift  in  theirword 
rig/ir,  extends  iifelf  to  every  word  in  their  vocabulary. 

'  That  we  may  not,  however,  appear  to  decline?  the   queftiort 
under  any  form,  and  thereby  virtually   to  concede  that  which  we 
altogether   refufe,  let  us  endeavour  to  difcover  in   what  way  maa 
can  claim  a  right  to  fuch  things  as  are  conveyed  to  theunderftand- 
ing  by  tiie  u'orda,  lifj,  liberty^  and    equality.     Man    is   created  bv 
God,  and  endowed  with  realbn  ;  a  fphere  of  aflion  is  affigned  him, 
and  he  is  rendered   feverely  accountable  for  his  ufe  of  it.      He  is 
thus  placed   in  life  firfl  of  all  for  that  end,  and  his  life  is  the  firll 
circumilance  neceOary  for  accomplifliing  it;   fince,  by  extinguifh- 
ing  the  life,  the  whole  agency  is  at  once  deilroyed,  and  the  purpofe 
entirely   defeated.     That   man   fliould   live,    was   therefore  God'3 
will ;  and  deftroying  the  life,  in  its  firfi:  efFeft,  is  counteracffina  the 
will  of  God.      There  is  no  great  myftery  in  the  right   to  life;  if 
man  is  to  perform  a  lervice,  he  muft  live  in  order  to  do  io.  As  life- 
is  rendered,  by  God's  goodnefs,  an  object  of  defire,  as  well  as  of 
obligation,  man  adheres  to  it  independently  of  duty  ;   but  ftill,  as 
the  means  of  defending  it  are  confided  to  him,  he  is  to  maintain  it 
a<!  the  fubftratuin  of  the  agency  veflied  in  him.     But  he  has  alfo  a 
diftinft  and   perfonal  interefi:   in   retainmg  life ;  it  was  given  him, 
ftrft  for  ufe,  and  next  for  enjoyment ;  the  fecond  confequence  of 
impairing  life  is,  impairing  the  rightful  interell  of  man.     Man  re- 
figas  up  his   life  to  the  donor  without  conceiving  the  notion  of  a 
right  to  retain  it ;  but  if  any  but  the  donor  threatens  to  difiurb  it, 
unlefs  it  be  in  evident  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  donor,  the 
notion  of  a  dutv  to  defend  it,  and  of  a  ripht  to  preferve  it,  fu<>-2efl 
themfelves  to  his  mind.      The  former,  as  he  looks  to  God,  to  whom 
he  is  accountable  for  it;  the   latter,  as  he  looks  to  his  advetfary, 
who  has  no  authority  to  difturb  it.     Man  muft  live  to  be  able  to 
fulfil  the  fphere   affigned  him,  till  God  difpenfe  with  the  neceliitv  ; 
man  may  live,  and  avail  himlell  of  that  perniiffion  in  the  mult  ef- 
fecftual  manner  (provided  he  does  not  attempt  to  fatisfv  his  perfon- 
al inclination  by  means  adverfe  to  the  will  of  God)  until  God  vv;th- 
draw  the  permifilon.     Man'>  life,  on   a  general  afpeCt,  preients  it- 


a2o  Monthly     Catalogue. 

felf  to  our  thoughts  in  no  other  way  than  as  a  matter  of  h&.  In 
refpefl  of  any  unjuft  attempt  from  man  to  impair  it,  it  may  be  al- 
leged an  obje(5l  of  right  hoiden  of  God  ;  but  even  then  its  defence 
is  no  lefs  a  matter  of  duty  alfo.  And  though  we  may  defend  it. 
with  greater  alacrity  on  the  ground  of  right,  as  feeling  the  urgency 
of  perfonal  intereft,  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  defend  it  on  the 
ground  of  duty  alio,  until  duty  forbid  us  to  dffend  it,  and  then 
furely  the  right  to  defend  it  ceafes  altogether.  Such  appears  to  be 
the  nature  of  the  right  to  life,  as  far  as  we  can  render  it  intelligible 
to  our  underftanding. 

'  The  right  to  liberty,  feems  to  fiow  neccflarily  from  the  right, 
to  life  juft  explained.  For,  as  it  is  neceflarv  to  live,  in  order  to- 
hold  the  agency  affigned  to  us  ;  fo,  in  order  to  execute  that  agency 
by  the  rule  prefcribed,  it  is  neceflnry  to  be  free  to  do  fo ;  that  is, 
that  our  beings  and  faculties  lliould  be  free  from  all  unreafonable 
and  vexatious  conftraint,  en.barraffing  or  impeding  the  execution 
of  our  office.  If  we  fuppofe  the  rule  of  duty  faithfully  and  uni- 
verfally  obferved,  and  duty  difcharged  on  all  parts,  every  man 
will  have  acted  without  the  hindrance  or  impediment  of  others ; 
this  is  the  firft  degree  of  freedom  to  which  we  are  entitled,  becaufe. 
it  is  infeparable  from  the  adual  difcharge  of  the  duty  to  which  we 
are  obliged.  But,  as  every  man's  aftivity,  who  direi^s  it  by  the 
rule  of  duty,  is  fufficiently  controled,  the  refidue  of  liberty  that 
remains  alter  the  difcharge  of  duty,  being  unprodudlive  of  evil, 
forms  the  fecond  degree  of  that  freedom,  which  man,  by  God's 
bounty,  is  entitled  to  enjoy.'     p.  8i. 

Thefe  remarks  are  undoubtedly  the  offspring  of  a   fenfible  and^ 
difpaffionate  mind  ;  it  is,   however,    much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
candid  advocates  for  civil  fubordination  do  not  convey  their  argu-' 
meats   in  a  more  popular  ftyle,  in  order  to  counteract  with  greater 
cfFeft  the  imprefiions  made  upon  the  public  by  the  declamation  of 
bold  and  artful  deanag-ogues. 
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DRAMATIC. 

T^ie  IFhy  to  get  Married;  a  Come  ay  ^  In  five  Acli^  as  performed  at 
the  Theatre- Roy al^  Cwent-Garden.  \By  Thomas  Morton^  Efq. 
Author  of  Coh??ibus — Zorinjkl — Children  in  the  Wood,  ^c,  %vo. 
iu     Longman.     1 796. 

The  chief  characters  in  this  piece  are,  DaJItall^  an  unprincipled 
gambler  and  fjieculator,  confcious  of  being  on  the  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy, and  endeavouringto  avert  Ax.  by  marrying  a  fortune,  or 
fleecing  a  ricii  dupe, — Allfpicc^  a  fubftaatial  tradefman  in  a  coun- 
try-town, who  is  led  for  a  time  to  defpife  the  flow  gains  of  his 
counter,  and  venture  his  money  in  fcheming  projects, — Caujlic,  a' 
crofs  old  uncle,  with  a  good  deal  of  tendernefs  at  bottom, —  Tan- 
gent^ hia  nephew,  volatile,  unthinking,  and  generous,  ccnfequently 
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ilie  hero  of  the  piece,  and  rewarded  with  the  greatell  female  for- 
tune ot  the  drama, — and  an  Eaft  India  captain,  whofe  diftrefTes, 
with  thofe  o^  his  daughter,  are  meant  to  contraft  the  effeft  of  the 
comic  characters.  The  pbt  does  not  deferve  the  name  :  the  lan- 
guage abounds  with  the  csnt  phrafes  of  the  town  ;  but  though  the 
piece  is  certainly  not  one  of  thofe  which  lend  to  improve  the  tafte 
or  fliow  the  genius  of  the  age,  the  author  fo  far  deferves  praife  as  he 
points  his  ridicule  againft  the  follies  and  vices  of  the  time.  The 
following  ftrokes  are  not  amifs — 

'  Dq///.  We  are  the  boys  in  the  city.  Why,  there's  Sweetwort, 
the  brewer, — don't  you  know  Sweetwort  ?  dines  an  hour  later  than 
any  duke  in  the  kingdom-— imports  his  own  turtle — drelTes  turbot 
by  a  ftop-watch — has  houfe-lamb  fed  on  cream,  and  pigs  on  pine- 
apples— gave  a  jollification  t'other  day — Stokehole  in  the  brew- 
houfe  — allied  a  dozen  peers — all  glad  to  come — can't  live  as  we 
do.  Who  make  the  fplafli  in  Hyde-Park  ?  who  fill  the  pit  at  the 
opera?  who  inhabit  the  fquares  iii  the  weft?  why,  the  knowing 
ones  from  theeaft  to  be  fure. 

'  Gauji.  Not  the  wife  ones  from  theeaft,  I'm  fure. 

'  Dq/i.  Who  fupport  the  fafiiionable  faro  tables?  oh,  how  the 
ducheires  chuckle  and  rub  their  hands,  when  they  fee  one  of  us  ! 

'  Cauji.  Duchefl'es  keep  gaming  tables  ! 

'  Dajh.  To  be  fure  1  how  the  devil  fliou'd  they  live  ?  fuch  a 
blow-up  the  other  night !   you  were  there,  lady  Sorrel  I 

*  Latiy  Sor.  I  at  a  faro  table  I 

*  CauJl.   No,  no. 

^  DaJJi.  {afide)  Upon  my  honour  I  beg  pardon — you  fee,  fir, 
the  duchefs  was  dealing,  and  iVIrs.  Swagger  was  punting.  Oh  ho! 
cries  Mrs.  Swagger,  "That  was  very  neatly  done" — "  What  do 
you  mean?"  fays  the  duchefs — "  Only,  madam,  I  faw  you  flip  a 
card" — "  dam'me"  fays  the  duchefs  — 

*  CauJl.  Says  the  duke. 

^     *  Bajh.  Says  the  duchefs. 

,     ♦  CauJl.  No,  no!   "  dam'me,"  favs  the  duke. 

*  Dajl.  Pilia  1  the  duchefs,  I  tell  you.     It's  her  way. 
'•     '  CauJl.   Her  way  !  O  lud  ! 

\\  '■ypqlL  Whci;e  was  I  ?  oh,  "dam'me,"  fays  the  duchefs,  "but 
you  turn  out  of  my  houfe" — "and  curfe  me,"  cries  little  mifs 
Sv.-agger,  (a  fweet  amiable  little  creatine  of  about  fou'teen)  "  if 
we  ftay  here  to  be  fwindled." — Words  got  high,  and  oaths  flew 
■about  like  rouleaus ;  but  as  they  had  plucked  me  of  my  laft  fea- 
ther, I,  got  up,  and,  in  imitatit)u  of  my  betters,  twang'd  off  a  few 
.dam'mes,  and  retired.'     p.  6. 

Lock  and  Kry  :  a  Mujical  Entertainment^  in   tivo  jiJfs,  as  performed 
'      at  the    Tlieatre    RoyaJ^    Covtnt-Garden.      By  Prince  Hoare,   EJq. 

Author   of  My  Grandmotliei- — "No  Song   No    Supper — The  Prizdy 

^c.     8w.      IS.     Longman.      i79^'- 
•     To  gratify  the  tafte  of  the  publie,  whipt  fyllabubs  are  at  leaft  in 
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as  much  requeftas  more  fubftantial  food  ;  and  Mr.  Prince  Hoare, 
by  his^fiiccefs  in  former  trifles  of  this  kind,  leems  to  be  in  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  favour  of  the  town  j  his  title  to  which,  this  Httle  piece, 
if  it  does  not  augment,  will  not  at  lealt  diminilh.  It  is  not  an  ob- 
ject of  our  criticifm. 

Village  Firtues  :    a  Dramatic  Satire.      In  Tzvo  Parts,     ^to.     zs. 

Bell.      1796. 

Of  the  eight  charadlers  in  this  drama,  two  aft  the  part  of  the 
rich, — the  others,  of  the  poor.  Lady  Mount  Level  entertains  an  ex- 
alted opinion  of  the  virtues  of  the  poor  ;  but  a  plan  is  contrived  by 
her  brother,  fir  Pavid  Downright,  to  cure  her.  He  makes  his 
two  daughters,  his  houfekeeper,  his  friend,  and  a  lord  Winvvorth, 
affume  the  charaders  of  poor  people ;  they  all  diftinguifli  them- 
felves  by  their  licentioufnefs  and  treachery,  and  lady  Mount-Level 
is  cheated  out  of  her  miftake.  To  be  fure  they  difcover  them- 
felves  at  lad  :  yet  (flrange  as  it  may  appear)  my  lady  feels  no  pro- 
pcnfity  to  relapfe  into  her  former  error.  Mercy  on  us  !  this  thi)2gi 
Js  written,  '  that  every  Britifti  heart  may  be  firm  in  fupporting  our 
country  and  our  conftitution  !  I' 

Aliruad  and  at  Home.      A  Comip    Opera.       In    Three   AHs.      By 
J.  G.  Holmaf!.     ^vo.     2s.      Cawthorn.      1796. 

The  ground-work  of  this  piece  is  the  ftory  of  two  young  men, 
brought  up,  the  one  in  Yorkdiire,  in  the  utmoft  rufticity,  the 
other  in  London,  in  every  a^^/v//;^  accomplifliment  whi<  h  by  vul- 
gar minds  IS  fuppofed  to  conftitute  the  fine  gentleman  ;— both  o 
whom  finifli  their  refpedive  careers  precifely  in  the  fame  place 
the  King's- Bench  prifon.  The  one  marries  a  fuivante,  taking  her 
to  be  the  ht-ircfs  he  is  brought  up  to  town  to  pay  his  addrefles  to  ; 
the  other  makes  his  father  believe  he  has  been  taking  the  tour  of  £u- 
rope,  when  he  has  been  all  the  while  lounging  in  London.  A  gene- 
rous Iriftunan  is  introduced,  who  pays  the  debts  of  a  man  he  has  a 
quarrel  to,  only  to  liberate  him  from  prifon  in  order  that  he  may  fight 
a  duel  with  him.  The  play  is  made  up  by  borrowing  here  and 
there  from  the  general  llock  of  dramatic  incident  and  charader ; 
ror  is  it  put  together  with  much  art.  It  has  however,  we  believe, 
/ucceeded  on  the  llage,  and  has  perhaps  as  good  a  title  to  amufe  a^ 
moft  comic  operas. 

he  Valet  Reconnaijfdnt,    Comede  Hi/Iorique,  eii  un  Ade  et  en  Vers. 
Par  M.  le  Chevalier  D*  ^  *.      8vo.      is.  6d^     De  BofFe.    i  796. 

This  little  piece  is  faid  to  be  founded  on  a  real  incident.  The 
foreign  fervant  of  an  Englifli  gentleman  recognifed  in  the  perfon 
of  a, French  emigrant,  whofe  drefs  and  appearance  indicated  the 
diftfefs  to  which  he  was  reduced,  his  old  mafter,  under  whofe  roof 
he  had  lived  many  years  in  France.  The  afFeftionate  domefiic 
immediately  oifered  him  the  whole  fum  of  money  he  had  faved  in 
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lervice  ;  and  as  he  could  not  prevail  on  the  emigrant  to  accept  of 
it,  he  mentioned  him  to  his  Englifli  mafter,  who  with  threat  delicacy 
relieved  his  neceffities,  and  continued  his  good  offices  tili  he  had 
procured  him  a  commiirion.  The  drama  aims  at  little  more  than 
telling  the  liory  in  verfe  :  and  the  intereft  it  rail'es  in  the  reader  muft 
arile  rather  from  the  truth  of  the  incident,  than  from  the^exhibition 
of  any  fuperior  powers  either  in  the  plot  or  verfification  of  the 
piece,  which  however  is  fimple,  and  favourable  to  virtuous  feel- 
ings. 

METAPHYSICS. 

S.-:'<:cI  Pai'ts  of  the  LityoJudicn  to  Doflor  Gregorys  Philofobhical  and 
Literary  Ej/ays,  tiictlioJicallj!  arranged,  and  illuftrated  tvith  Re- 
marks.     By  an  Annotator.      Zvo.      3;.    bd.  Boards.      fohnfon. 

The  difpufes  of  metaphyficians  arc  generally  conduifted  with  an 
tragernefs  and  acrimony  very  dii'proportionate  to  the  liitle  interefi; 
they  excite  among  mankind  in  general.  The  Libertarian  and  Ne 
ceflitarian  cohorts  feem  deftined  to  wage  eternal  war  :  L;nd  though 
each  may  have  fometimes  apparently  driven  the  adverHiry  from  the 
field,  the  obftinate  renewal  of  the  conteft  has  illuftrated  the  prodigy 
of  the  fable  of  Cadmus. 

To  pronoui.ce  on  the  merits  of  a  queftion  which  is  ever  likely 
to  continue  undecided,  is  neither  confiftent  with  our  inclination, 
nor  conducive  to  any  vifible  purpofe  of  uiility.  With  refpeft  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  difcufhon  itfelf  has  been  carried  on,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  obferving  that  the  aiTertors  of  necejjity  have  ia 
general  intrenched  themfelves  behind  a  few  incomprehenfible  dogmas, 
iuUerily  relying  on  the  Itrength  of  their  metaphyfical  fortification; 
but  that  the  advocates  for  liberty  have  traverfed  the  field  of  human 
knowledge,  ..nnd  have  been  frank  and  inftrudtive  in  communicating 
their  acquifitions.  We  do  not  thei-efore  view  this  d'ljfedion  of 
Dr.  Gregory's  Introduction  with  much  cordiality  ;  the  anonymous 
annotator  nas  not  given  us  the  opportunity  of  praifing  his  candour  ; 
but,  as  an  emulous  difciplc,  he  will  perhaps  not  be  difpK-afed  when 
we  remark  that  his  comments  difcover  a  promifmg  portion  of  the 
ficiite  malignity  of  the  neceffitarian  fchool. 

Ilhtftrations  of  Mr.  Hume's  Effny  coticerfiing  Liherty  and  ISlccfffity  ; 
in  Aif'Der  to  Dr.  Gregory  oj  Edinburgh,  By  a  NtCeJfttarian, 
2vo.      is^6d.     Johnfon.      179''^. 

Another  attack  from  the  fame  quarter.  We  make  no  doubt  thit 
this  concealed  difputant  thinks  liiml'elf  a  good  rife-fict ;  \vc  how- 
ever do  not  conceive  that  in  the  prcfent  inlbuce  he  iiits  the  mark 
at  which  he  has  aimed.  As  an  hiflorian,  as  a  ])()litical  and  literary 
efl'iviil,  Hume  is  unqueftionably  to  be  admired  :  but  as  a  metaphy- 
fical fpeculatid,  he  did  no  more  than  add  his  own  doublings  to  for- 
mer doubts  and  ujicertainties.     I'v   this  art  oi  ingrnious  obfcurity 
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he  has  left  the  prefent  queftion  more  involved  than  he  found  it.  la 
attempting  to  clear  up  his  meaning,  our  author  is  by  no  means  fuc- 
cefiful;  nor,  u'hen  he  calls  in  the  aid  of  chemiflry,  is  the  elucida- 
tion more  fatisfa£tory.  It  is  furely  ridiculous,  if  not  worfe,  to 
compute  the  wonderful  properties  and  influences  of  the  human 
Wi^fD  by  the  fame  fcale  of  experiment  which  regulates  the  decom- 
pofltion  of  charcocl,  the  produftion  of  elaflic  fluid,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  metaUic,  vegetable,  and  other  acids, 

L  A  \V. 
Reports  of  Cafes  argued  and  determined  in  the  Courts  of  Cctnmcn 
Pitas  and  Exchequer  Chamber^  in  Hilary^  Eafer,  and  Trinity 
Terms  1795.  In  the  Thirty-fifth  Year  of  Geo.  III.  By  Henry 
Blachfione^  of  the  Middle  Temple.  Fol.  II.  Part  V.  Folio. 
7s.  6d.     Butterworth.      1796. 

The  precifion  and  ability  with  which  Mr.  Henry  Blackflone  has 
hitherto  difcharged  ihe  duty  of  a  reporter,  make  it  a  fubje<i^  of 
profeffional  regret  that  his  convenience  flioulH*  not  permit  the  con- 
tinuance of  fimilar  labours;  the  prefent  part  of  the  fecond  volume 
/the  remainder  of  which  has  been  recently  publiftied)  contains  re- 
ports of  feveral  intercfting  cafes,  and  is  particularly  valuable  for 
prefenting  an  elaborate  and  corred  ftatcrnent  of  the  opinions  deli- 
vered by  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  the  impor- 
tant cafe  of  '  Boulton  v.  Bui!,'  in  which  the  doftrines  and  law  of 
patent  inventions  are  raofi:  learnedly  and  logically  difcufled. 

Hints  refpe^ing  fFiUs,  and  Tefiaments.  'ivo.    o^d.  Philips.   1796. 

The  writer  of  this  fmall  pamphlet  condemns  the  conduct  of  thofc 
who  poftpone,  to  a  time  of  dangerous  indifpofition,  the  teftamen- 
tary  fettlement  of  their  affiurs.  He  is  *  perfuaded'  (he  fays)  '  from 
.long  and  repeated  obfervatiqn,  that  the  fatisfaftion  of  having  made 
a  will,  prolongs  life ;'  but  we  are  as  much  inclined  to  queftion 
that  point,  as  we  are  difpofed  to  reprobate  the  fuperftitious  folly  of 
thofe  who  '  imagine,  that,  by  making  a  will,  they  really  fliorten 
their  own  lives.'  Without  regard  to  either  of  thefe  fuppofitions, 
■we  conlider  it  as  an  aft  of  prudence  in  every  individual,  to  make 
a  will  while  he  is  in  good  health,  unlefs  he  fliould  be  fatisfied  witii 
the  profpeft  of  that  difpofal  of  his  property  which  the  law  will  or- 
dain after  his  deceafe. 

This  piece,  we  are  informed,  is  the  produftion  of  a  well-known 
phyfician,  belonging  to  the  fraternity  of  quakers;  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  intended  for  fale. 

^  SyUr.bus  of  a  Covrfe  of  Le^ures^  intended  to  be  delivered^  in 
purfuance  of  an  Order  of  the  Honourable  Society  of  Lincoln's  Intt^ 
in  their  Hall.  By  Michael  Nolan,  Efq.  of  Lincol?t\s  Inn,  Bar- 
rijier  at  Law^  and  LL.B.  %vo.  2s.  6d.  Butterworth.  1796. 
The  invaluable  Commentaries  of  Blackflone  have  methodifed 
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the  elements  of  our  law,  fo  as  to  fuperfede,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
fiiiiilar  labours  of  former   writers:   there  are,  however,  yet  many 
interftices,  which  a  modern  lefturer  may  fupply,  much  to  his  own 
credit  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  ftiident.     Mr.  Nolan's   correft 
and  valuable  edition  of  fir  John  Strange's  Reports  w  ill,  doubtlefs,    , 
procure  him  the  good  wiflies  of  the  profeffion  in  the  prefent  under- 
taking.    The  Syllabus  is,  in  our  opinion,  an  unexceptionable  fpe- 
cimen  of  arrangement ;  but   we  hope  that   the   part   of  the  plan 
which  announces   the  exhibition  ci  fac-fimiles  of  the  proceedings 
in  a  fuit,  has  been  well  confidered.     Some  ludicrous  comparifons 
occur  to  us  on   the   fubjecl,  which,  for  the  fake   of  the   refpect- 
able  Ie£lurer,  we  wifli  may  not  affect  the  imaginations  of  his  au- 
ditors. 

Summary  of  the  Proceedings  in  Dolors'  Comjnons^  in  a  Caufe  injii' 
tuted  by  Charles  Colin  Catnpbell,  Efq.  againji  Harriet  his  iVife., 
for  Adultery  ;  comprehended  in  the  Speech  of  the  Surrogate,  '■xho 
pronounced  Sentence  in  that  Caufe  {on  the  Second  Day  of  March^ 
ijg^J,  in  the  Court  of  the  Commiffary  of  Surry.  %vo.  \s. 
Allen  arid  Weft.      1 796. 

The  motive  of  this  publication  is  thus  Hated  in  the  advertlfe- 
mcnt — 

*  In  one  of  the  diurnal  vehicles  of  intelligence,  a  fpeech,  faid 
to  have  been  delivered  in  Doftors'  Commons,  lately  made  it's  ap- 
pearance.     It  was  attributed  to   Dr.   Coote,  who,  in  confequence 
of  the  indifpofition  of  the  commiffary  of  Surry,  heard  and  deter- 
mined the  caufe   of  Campbell  versus  Campbell,  fiear  the  clofe  of 
laft  wintei".     The  pretended    harangue  abounds   with  remarkable 
violations  of  grammar  and  of  fenfe,  and   is  replete  wi^h  errors  of 
every  defcription.     It  was  introduced  by  a  letter,  figned  Archibald 
Hook;  a  name  which  has  been  frequently  expofed  to  general  no- 
tice, from  the  time   of  the  decifion  of  a  caufe  againfl:  him   in  the 
court  of  King's-Bench  (in  the  year  1793)  to  the  prefent  day.  The 
editor  of  this  pamphk-t  difdains  to  enter  the  lifts  of  controverfy  with 
the  perfon  who  claims  that  fignature,  by  repelling  the  infinuations 
couched  in  the  epiftle  :   his   only  purpofe  is  to  prefent   the  public 
with  an  authentic  and  corre<ft  ftatement  of  the  fpetch  pronounced 
by  the  furrogate.     The  reader  will  then  determine,  whether  the  re- 
putation of  major  Flook  refts  on  fo  firm  a  bafis  as  he  is  fondly  in- 
clined to  imaguie.'     p.  v. 

NOVELS. 

The  Creole  ;  or  the  Haunted  IJland.   By  S.  Arnold,   Junior.    3  Fols. 
j2/no.      lOs.  6d.      Law.      1796. 

V/e  by  no  means  agree  with  the  author  of  the  prefent  produc- 
tion. 
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tibn,  that  it  is  not  neceflary  to  beftow  any  '  great  labour  or  att^-n- 
tion  on  the  compofition  of  a  novel,' — that  it  requires  *  only  a  medi- 
ocrity of  talents  for  its  execution,' — and  '  that  it  ought  never  to 
depart  from  the  ufual  forms  of  fpeecli,  or  the  received  maxims  of 
common  fenfe." — By  comtnon  fenfe^  we  prefume,  is  meant  the  {^.\\{^ 
which  people  in  common  pofTefs.  That  thefe  are  the  general  and 
received  opinions  of  novel-writers,  we  confefs  ourfelves  inclined  to 
believe,  from  the  majority  of  publications  of  this  nature  which 
come  under  cur  critical  infpeftion  :  neither  is  it  wonderful  that 
wonks  compofed  upon  fuch  principles  fliould,  after  the  languid  ex- 
iftence  of  a  day,  gently  Aide  into  the  gulf  of  oblivion.  To  write  a 
good  novel  (perhaps  one  of  the  moft  arduous  and  delicate  of  litera- 
ry labours)  requires  a  knowledge  of  the  huir.an  mind,  its  propenfi- 
ties  and  paflions, — an  extenfive  acquaintance  with,  or  an  accurate 
obfervation  on,  men  and  manners, — penetration  to  difcern,  acute- 
nefs  to  catch,  fenfibility  to  feel,  judgment  to  difcriminate,  tafte  to 
feleft,  and  imagination  to  paint,  not  merely  the  varieties,  but  the 
moft  interefting  features,  of  the  human  chavafter.  A  good  novel, 
like  a  good  portrait,  fliould  be  an  imitation  of  nature  in  her  hap- 
pieft,  moft  ftriking,  or  moft  affecting  attitudes. — An  ordinary  paint- 
er may  fketch  with  chalks,  on  daub  or  canvas,  a  coarfe  likenefs  : 
but,  from  the  artift  of  genius,  we  look  for  fpirit,  tafte,  animation, 
the  beautiful,  the  fublime,  and  the  pifturefque, 

Mr.  Arnold  muft  not  be  furprifed  to  find  us  accord  with  the  fen- 
timent  he  quotes  from  Dr.  Johnfon — '  That  to  attempt  much  is, al- 
ways laudable.'  — If  it  does  not  induce  us  to  defpair,  perhaps  we 
can  never  fet  our  modeh  too  high  : — nothing  great  will  ever  be  per- 
formed while  we  content  ourfelves  with  merely  aiming  at  mediocri- 
ty.— We  do  not  then  advife  the  author  of  the  Creole  to  '  refign  his 
pen,'  but,  before  he  refumes  it,  ferioufly  to  confider  the. hints 
which  we  have,  with  a  friendly  intention,  fuggefted.  We  would 
juft  alfo  obferve,  that  he  aftumes  a  little  too  much  on  the  '•novelty'' 
of  his  plan,  which  bears  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  Dr.  Johnfon's 
Raflelas,  prince  of  Abyffinia,  or  the  Search  after  Happinefs,  and 
fufFers  in  a  comparifon  with  that  exquifite  though  melancholy 
little  tale.  But,  unlike  his  great  predeceftbr,  our  author  makes 
his  hero  find  the  fugitive  good  he  feeks,  in  the  enjoyments  of 
friendfhip,  retirement,  and  conjugal  afFeftion.  We  will  not  dif- 
pute  his  conclufion,  though  we  fufpect  it  to  be  that  of  a  young 
man. 

The  ftory  throughout  is  not  more  irT^probahle  and  wild,  than  in- 
conliftent ;  and,  in  the  dhoumcnt^  the  lofs  of  the  fcroU,  which 
was  to  clear  up  the  myfteries  of  the  cauls,  is  but  a  bungling  me- 
thod of  getting  rid  of  difficulties.  We  are  alfo  fliocked  at  the 
cataftrophe  of  the  tutor  Alcovan,  whofe  cares  and  anxieties  deferr- 
ed a  better  fate. — ^In  fine,  the  work  ii.  defective  both  in  conncftion 

and 
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and  arrangement,  and  even  at  times  in  intereft: — yet  it  bears  marks 
of  good  (bale  ;  and  we  troft,  that  \vi:h  greater  care  and  attention, 
the  writer  may,  in  future,  be  capable  of  producing  a  better. 

The  Black  Valley  ;  a  Tale,  f'om  the  German  of  Veil  I'Veber,  Au- 
thor of  the  Sorcerer.     %vo.     2J-.   6  (i.  fined.     Johnfon.      1796. 

A  tale  iiifficiently  interefiing,  and  the  work  of  no  '  weak  ma- 
fi:er.'  The  author's  intention  feems  to  be,  to  fay  the  fain,  by  ridi- 
culing fuperflition,  and  holding  up  friai's  to  contempt  and  abhor- 
rence. 

The    Farmer    of    In^leivood   Foref,    a    Novel.      By    Eliza    Helme. 
^  P'ols.      12M0.      i\s.  feivcd.     Lane.      1796. 

The  incidents  on  which  this  ftory  is  founded  are  improbable ; 
but  that  is  no  objection  with  the  generality  of  thofe  readers,  for 
whofe  entertainment  thefe  produftions  are  intended  ;  and  it  may  be 
;.'ead  by  any  perfon  without  a  fear  of  exciting  evii  paffions,  or  in- 
culcating any  pernicious  principles  whatever. 

Abjira^.      A   Charaficr  from    Life.     2    Vols.     9tvo.      6s,  feioed. 

Lane.      1797. 

This  novel  can  do  no  harm  ;  and  as  the  Uluflrious  medical  phi- 
lofopher,  Dr.  John  Brown  (Elem.  of  Med.  Vol,  II.  p.  17S)  re- 
commends, in  cafes  of  mania  and  pervigilium,  that  the  patient 
Ibould   have  flnpid   books  read  to  him,  it    may  even    do   much 

tciod. 

RELIGIOUS. 

Ohfrvations  in  Atfiuer  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine' s  *'  Age  of  Rrafn." 
By  the  Rev.  William  Jackfon,  vow  a  Prifoner  in  the  Ntiv-Prifon^ 
Dublin,  on  a    Charge  of  High-Treafn,      %vo.      Is.       Ridgway. 

'795- 

The  fate  of  the  author  of  thefe  obfervations  is  well  known.  He 
was  tried  by  an  Iridijury  ;  and  we  are  confequently  at  liberty,  un- 
til better  evidence  is  bronght,  to  fuf[)end  our  judgir.ent  on  his  guilt* 
His difcourfes  *  j)r()ve  him  fo  have  been  a  vtry  orthodox  clcrgycnan 
of  the  church  of  England  ;  and  his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  re- 
ligion is  evident  froiH  his  undertaking  its  defence  at  a  time  when 
he  wns  fuppofed  to  be  engnged  in  a  plot  with  its  declared  enemies. 
The  fame  ground  iia?'  Ixcn  trod  over,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  by 
other  writers,  that  we  do  not  think  it  necelliiry  to  obferve  more, 
than  that  he  reviews  Mr.  Paine's  arguments  with  great  candour, 
and  to  mofl  of  them  gives  ample,  to  all  a  general  confutation. 
As  Mr.  Paine  is  fuppofed  to  have  vv'ritten  his  work  in  prifon,  and 
derives  fome  confidence  from  the  declar.aion,  in  thofe  circumdances, 


*  Sec  Ciit,  Rev.  New  Arr.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  85. 
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of  his  unbelief,  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  prefent  our  readers 
with  the  foiiovving  extraft,  which  comes  from  one  in  fimllar  cir- 
cumftances, — one  confined  in  a  prifon  like  himfelf,  and  as  firm  in 
his  belief  as  Thomas  Faine  in  infidelity. 

'  Having  thus  conHdered  the  mofl  material  obje6iions  to  reveal- 
ed religion,  contained  in  the  "  Age  of  Reaion,"  I  quit   fhe  fub- 
je£l,  and  take  leave  of  Mr.  Paine.     He  thinks  his  work  will  be  a 
'"'  conlolation  to  men  daggering  under  a  fufpicion  that  theChriftian 
fyilem  is  fabulous."     I  wifh  to  let  thofe  who  btiieve  in  our  reli- 
gion fee,  that   fomething   may   be   faid   in  fupport   of  their  faith. 
Like  Mr.  Paine,  I  write  from  the  fulnefs  of  conviclion.     jVIy  6p- 
pofition  to  his  tenets  is  as  cordially  flncere,  as  hfs  defence  of  them. 
I  believe  in  the  truth  of  revelation  ;  after  having  read  every  thing 
written  againfl  it  that  I  could  meet  with.     Mine  is  not  a  profef- 
.lional  faith ;  it  arifes  from  having  fearched  into  the  evidence  at  an 
adult  period,  unfhackled  by  any  church  fyftem,  and  totally  uncon- 
nefted  with  profeiTion.     This  fearch  was  profecuted  for  my  own 
fatisfaftion  ;  and,  going  a  different  way  to  work  from  that  of  Mr. 
Paine,  I  arrived  at  an  oppofite  conclufion.     Every  man  fliould  do 
the  fame ;  for,  to  ufe  an  expreffion   of  chancellor  Bacon,  it  is  a 
matter  that  "  comes  home  to  every  man's  bofom."     At  my  early 
outfet  in  life  I  came  to  this  country  as  one   of  the  fuite  of  lord 
Briftol,  appointed  lord  lieutenant :  he  engaged  himfelf  to  do  every 
thing  for  me  I  could  wifh.     After  waiting  fome  tim.e  for  his  arri- 
val, a  change  took  place  in  England,  and  he  was  fuperfeded;  there 
bepfan,  and  there  ended  my  profefTional  views.     From  that  period 
to  the  prefent,  I  have  flood   on  a  different  ground.     The  hand 
which  now  holds  this  pen,  and  the  God  who  has  on  a  variety  of 
occaiions  directed  it,  have  been  my  fupporters.     My  life  has  been 
a  concatenation   of  affii(5tive  cRxumftances ;  a  difaiirous  feries  of 
contingent  woes.     Lofs  of  property  and  relatives  by  fire,  fingular 
cafaaky,  and  agonizing  difeafe.     Nearly  a  third  portion  of  my  ex- 
jftence  has   been  confumed  in  watciung  the  ceafelefs  depredations 
death  was   making  on  thofe  mofl  dear  to  me.      Heavy  calamities  ! 
As  fuch  they  flaggered  my  nature,  for  we  are  only  men,  but  they 
did  not  fliake  my  reliance.     I  mentally  gravitated  to  the  centre  of 
being,  and    was  fuftained   by   almighty  power  in  the  orbit  of  life. 
To  have  this  opportunity  of  defending   what  I  mofl:  folemnly  be- 
lieve to  be  the  revelation  of  that  almighty  power,  affords  me  con- 
folatory  pleafure.     It  is  happinefs  growing  out  of  misfortune;  good 
deduced  from  evil. 

'  I  am  very  confcious  of  the  defefts  of  this  produiftion.  It  is 
not,  in  point  of  argument,  fo  authoritative,  nor,  in  point  of  f^yle, 
fo  poiiflied  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  On  thefe  accounts  I  have 
given  it  the  title  of  "  Obfervations,"  rather  than  an  "  Anfwer," 
to  Mr.  Paine's  work — what  I  offer  in  excufe  for  the  imperfedions, 
^  will 
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will  be  admitted  by  men  of  candour.  I  write  in  a  prifon,  after 
nearly  eleven  months  confinement  in  a  fmgle  rf>om.  Out  of  the 
many  books  I  wanted  to  conlalt  as  authorities,  I  have  only  .been 
able  to  procure  one.  I  refer,  therefore,  from  memory  to  produc- 
tions which  it  is  feveral  years  fince  I  looked  into.  Had  I  pnflelled 
the  neceiTary  aid,  I  would  have  brought  forward  a  great  deal  of  that 
fpecies  of  evidence  which,  to  me  at  leaft,  appears  inconteftable. 
What  Mr.  Paine  calls  reafoning,  I  confider  as  fpeculation  ;  and  it  - 
is  not  by  fpeculating  that  books  of  antiquity  are  to  be  eftablilhed 
or  overthj'own  :  theyi  fhould  be  treated"  as  antient  records  ;  requir- 
ing concnrring  teftimony  to  authenticate,  and  collateral  helps  toex- 
plain  them.'      p.  70. 

Evidences  of  Revealed  Religion,  a7id  particularly  Chiftlanity^  /iaud 
"jjitli  rtference  to  a  Pamphlet  called  The  Age  of  Reafon  ;  in  a- 
Di/cour/e  delivered  at  the  Chapel  in  Lezvij^j  Iff  tad,  Brijiol,  De- 
cemher  25,  1795,  and^'ivith  Omiffions,  in  E,ffex-flreet,  Lsadcm^ 
January  1 7,  1796.  By  John  Prior  Eftlin.  81/0.  \s,  bd.  Johii- 
fon.      1796. 

This    very   fendble    difcourfe  was  intended   to  oppofe  the  te- 
nets 'and   coimteraft   the  influence  of  the  well-known   pamphlet 
entitled  The  Age  of  Reafon  ;   the  author  of  which,  Mr.  Eftiin  ihus 
charafteriffs — A   zvritrr   of  cn7ifider able  celebrity    in    the  .  political 
vjorld ;   of  a  ftrong  end.   vigorous,  but    uncultivated  unJerJIa-iidlng. 
The  fiibjeft  of  the  fermon  is,  the  evidences  of  chriftianity ;  which, 
after  fome  preliminary  obfervations  on  I\Ir.  Paine's  manner  of  writ- 
ing, and  a  flight  notice  of  fome  of  his  objeftions  to  the  Jewifh  dif- 
penfation,  the  author  claObs  under  five  diftinc^l  heads,  'the  auth-en- 
ticity  of  the  books   of  the  New  Teftament, — fafts  inexplicable  oa 
any  other  fu])pofition, — completion  of  prophecies, —  prefnmptive  a?id 
collateral,  and  lalily,  internal  evidence.'     Thefe  ar^  all  jiidicioufly 
enlarged  upon  ;  and  the  fubjeft  is  as  fully  treated  as  was  prafticr- 
bie   in  the  compafs  of  a   fingle  fermon  ;  to   wliich  may  be  added, 
that  the  moft  liberal  and  candid  fpirit  every  where  prevails.     To-, 
wards  the  conclufion,  the  author  warms  iiUo  a  glow  of  fentimaiC 
which  fliows  him.  to  be  deeply  and  affecfrionately  imprefled  with  the 
importance  of  the  truths  lie  has  undertaken. to  defend — ■ 

'  So  much  for  teftimony,  facl  and  argument.  I  cannot  con- 
clude without  one  appeal  to  fentiment.  Are  we,  if  we  are  to  give 
up  all  belief  in  i;evealed  religion,  to  give  np  likewife  all  the  finer 
feehngs  of  the  human  mind;  all  the  ple.'.fure5  of  devotion,  and  all 
the  endearments  of  fecial  and  rtlative  connefrions,  which  Teem  iii- 
confiffent  with  mcdeni  fyflerns  of  infidelity  ?  Are  we  to  give  up 
all  thefe,  and  in  addition  to  thefe,  all  rcliPn  for  the  fublime,  the 
beautiful  and  the  pathetic,  and  all  the  principles  of  tafle  in  co;ii- 
pofition?  Are  we  to  believe  that  there  is  no  fubilmiiv  in  liie  Pf.lms, 
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in  Job,  in  Ifaiah  and  the  propliets ;  nothing  beautiful  and  pathetic 
in  the  hiftory  of  Joleph  ;  nothing  finiple  and  interefting  in  the  ftory 
of  Ruth;  are  we  to  read  fuch  [jafTages  as  the  following  withor:t  one 
tender  emotion  :  "  although  the  fig  tree  fliall  not  bloffbm,  neither 
fhail  fruit  be  on  the  vine,  the  labour  of  the  olive  fliall  fail,  and  the 
fields  fliall  yield  no  meat,  the  flocks  fliall  be  cut  oif  from  the  fold, 
and  there  fliall  be  no  herd  in  the  flails;  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the 
Lord,  and  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation  ?"  If  the  religious 
feelings  are  to  be  quite  chilled  ;  if  every  aft  which  is  a  natural  ex- 
preflion  of  them,  or  has  a  tendency  to  excite  them,  is  to  be  deno- 
minated fuperftitious  ;  if  all  the  tender  charities  which  mingle  the 
fweeteft  ingredients  in  the  cup  of  human  life  are  to  be  deemed  a 
criminal  weaknefs,  flill — we  Ivwc,  al:s  !  but  few  pleafuies  remain- 
ing— let  us  preferve  the  pleafures  arifing  from  a  refined  and  culti- 
vated tafte.  The  pleafures  arifing  from  a  refined  and  cultivated 
tafte ;  every  thing  that  can  adorn,  dignify,  and  exalt  human  nature 
is  connc£ted  with  relicion. 

'  And  have  not  the  moral  precepts  of  chriftianity  a  jufl  right  to 
the  charadler  of  fuperiour  excellence  r  Mav  we  in  other  writings 
find  as  perfeft  rules  for  the  direction  of  our  conduci:  in  every  cir- 
cumlfance  of  life?  Where?  Oh!  where,  jirofeffed  friend  of  natu- 
ral religion,  am  I  to  look  for  this  invaluable  treafure  ?  I  will  not 
rejeft  it,  as  you  do  my  rule  of  duty,  but  1  will  prefs  it  to  my 
heart,  and  read  it  alternately,  morning  and  evening,  with  my  bible  !* 
!••  S3- 

T^e  Moral  TcndeTicy  of  tlie  gamine  Clirljlian  Docfruie.  A  Dlfcourft^* 
larhien  -ujith  refcrtnce  to  Mr,  y^,  FuUp-'s  Exatninaticn  of  the 
Calvinijiic  a7id  Socinian  Syjhms^  and  ddivered  nt  the  Bom  Mect- 
ing-Houfe,  ?w  Exeter,  July  6th,  ijctf),  h'.'fou:  tlie  Society  of  Uni- 
tarian Chi  ifiians,  ejlnblijhed  in  the  IVeJl  of  E?.'gland^  for  promut- 
ing  Chrifian  Knc-JL^Iedge  and  tJie  Praflice  of  Virtue  hy  the  Diffri-' 
but  ion  of  Booh.   By  J'feph  KentiJJi.   %vo.    is.   Johnfon.    1796. 

This  is  a  very  fair  and  judicious  reply  to  Mr.  Fuller,  as  farastiic 
place  in  which  it  w;is  delivered,  admitted.  Tlie  merits  cf  the 
two  fyftems,  the  Calviniftic  and  Socininn,  v.'ill  be  differently  ap- 
preciated by  the  difciples  of  thefe  early  champions  of  the  reformat 
tion.  There  are  groi's  errors  in  both  fvflems.  That  of  Socinus 
has  not  been  hitherto  adopted  by  a  large  body  of  men  in  anv  coun- 
try; and  experience  certainly  does  not  juitifv  sny  vehement  enco- 
miums on  the  apoftle  of  Geneva.  Both  parties  \uoirld  do  better  to 
compaie  their  fyiierns  with  the  gofpel  of  our  Saviour,  and,  inftcad 
of  this  petty  rivalry  with  each  other,  aim  at  the  coneftion  of  their 
refpeclive  errors  ;  and  vvhilft  they  are  bringing  their  lives  and  doc- 
trines to  correfpond  with  the  ftandard  given  by  Chrift  and  hij  npof- 
rles,  they  will  find  liliie  le/fure,  ;.ind  \<i\h  inciinatlon,  to  ftudy  the' 
writings  of  Calvin  aiid  Seciiiu^, 

4  ft  iendiy 
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^  Friendly  Admonition  to  the  Chicrchman,  on  the  Scnfe  and  Sufficiaicy 
of  his  Rffigio?!,  in  ti'Jo  Sermons,  on  the  Text  cf  Matth.  xviii.  1  7. 
addrejfed  to  the.  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifi  of  Pafion,  in  Northamp- 
tonjhire.  By  William  Jo7ies,  A.  M.  Svo.  \s,  Rivingtons. 
J  796. 

There  fcarcely  ever  was  a  time  when  an  admonition  fimilar  to  the 
prefent  was  more  neceflary.  ]Many  perfons  cry  out,  '  The  church  ! 
the  church  !'  and  are  apparently  very  earneft  in  its  caufc,  when 
they  laugh  at  its  doclrines,  and  are  guided  only  by  a  faftious  Ipirit 
againft  thofe  of  a  different  denomination  from  themfelves.  Such 
men  the  preacher  thus  addrelfes — • 

*  Let  the  churchman  underftand,  that  he  then  only  hears  the 
church  as  he  ought,  when  the  chrillian  forme  lead  him  to  the  chrif- 
fian  life.  And  let  others  learn,  that  if  they  would  have  the  chrif- 
tjan  life,  they  mull  have  the  chriftian  forms.'     p.  38. 

The  diftinftion  between  true  and  nominal  churchmen  is  laid 
down  in  a  plain  but  Ihiking  manner;  and  we  recommend  the  per- 
ufal  of  it  to  all  thofe  mifguided  and  infatuated  perfons  who  have 
been  led  away  by  faftioii  or  art  to  inlift  themfelves  into  any  m.ob  or 
party,  to  defend,  as  they  call  it,  the  church  ;  and  who  in  confe- 
quence  have  injured  their  neighbour's  charafter  or  property  for  a 
difference  of  opinion.  Thefe  difcourfes  plainly  teach  us  that  fuch 
men  are  not  churchmen,  but  hypocrites. 

The  Caiife:  of  the  Contempt  of  the  Clergy  confdered,  in  a  Sermon  in- 
tended to  have  be?n  preached  at  a  Vifitatlon.  'qvo.  i>d.  Dilly. 
179^. 

Tliis  is  an  excellent  difcovirfe,  and  pertinent  to  the  occafion 
for  which  it  v/as  deligned  ;  u'e  therefore  carnefily  recommend  it  to 
the  clergy  at  large,  and,  on  account  of  the  latter  part  of  it,  to  digni- 
taries and  pluralifts  in  particular,  n:;ore  efpecially  the  bifhops. 

'  May  I  hope,  my  reverend  brethren,  that  you  will  pardon  me 
if,  in  thefliort  rcmamder  of  this  difcourfe,  I  prefuine  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  diftrefles  of  the  afliftant  clergy,  whofe  fituaticn  can- 
not be  contemplated  without  fympathy. 

'  I.ct  us  fuppofe  one  of  thefe  humble,  but  not  leaft  worthy, 
minifters  meekly  retiring  from  the  infults  of  a  pitilefs  world  to  his 
ftudy  ;  there  to  indulge  in  that  delightful  and  iuftrudlve  eiuploy- 
ment  to  which  he  has  been  trained  by  an  education  purchafed,  per- 
hap«,  at  the  cxpence  of  his  whole  fortune;  lliere  to  footlic  his 
wounded  fpirit,  recover  the  ruffled  ferciiity  of  his  temper,  and  fcek 
confolation  in  the  word  of  God.' 

'  Even  into  this  fancied  afylum  domeftic  diflrefles  will  imperi- 
ouily  Intrude.  The  neceffity  of  acquiring  his  daily  bread  wi.h 
means  fo  in^jdequatc  ;  the  relieftion  that,  though  hacknied  in  the 
drudgery  of  curaciss,  hC'Can  barely  procure  an  uiicoinfor;-ihlc  fub- 
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fiftence  ;  and  that  he  works  for  lefs  than  the  ftipend  of  a  common 
mechanic,  I  had  almoft  faid  of  a  daily  labourer ;  and  this  at  a  time 
when  the  price  of  every  neceflary  of  life  is  fo  aftonilliingly  advanc- 
ed, that  even  ceconomy  herfelf  cannot  enable  him  to  make  an  ap- 
pearance in  fome  degree  adequate  to  his  flation ;  when  to  this  is 
added  the  faddening  confideration  that  fuch  is  his  lot  for  life ;  that, 
whilft  abilities  and  induftry  in  other  departments  will  procure  a  fup- 
port  equal  to  the  rank  men  maintain  in  fociety ;  and  that,  if  llck- 
nefs,  or  accident,  load  them,  occafionally,  with  additional  ex- 
pences,  they  can,  by  double  diligence,  reinftate  themfelves  in  their 
former  condition  ;  the  needy  afliilant  minifter  may  exert  hisutmoil: 
abilities  in  the  exercife  of  hisi  parochial  duties ;  may  be  a  bright  ex- 
ample of  every  thing  that  tends  to  blefs  and  to  adorn  life ;  may  fow 
the  feeds  ofgoodnefs  through  the  land,  and  be  equally  characterized 
by  piety  and  poverty,  and,  with  retpeft  to  this  world,  it  fliall  pro- 
fit him  nothing:  no  exertion,  no  parfimony,  can  remedy  tjiefe 
evils:  this  depreil^d,  though  venerable  man,  muft  be  contented 
with  his  wretched  pittance ;  muft  languifli  out  a  life  of  labour;  go 
on  forrowing  all  his  days,  and  ftruggle  iinceafingly  with  the  di- 
ftrefies  inevitably  attending  his  forlorn  iitua'ioc,  without  any  hope  of 
advancement  from  the  mofl:  meritorious  condu6l,  even  when  he 
defcends  into  the  vale  of  years;  his  burthen,  increafing  as  his 
Itrength  and  hopes  decay,  until,  from  fuch  an  accumulation  of 
miferies,  he  drops,  broken-hearted,  into  the  hofpitable  grave  ;  the 
agonies  of  his  laft  convulfive  pangs  increafing  to  tenfold  acutenefs 
by  refleftions  on  the  comi)Iicafed  diftrefs  of  thofe  whom  he  leaves. 
'  Let  us  turn  from  the  foul-harrowing  contemplation,  to  enquire, 
whether  thefe  fcenes  of  mifery,  deprtiTion  and  contempt,  may  not 
be  alleviated,  if  not  prevented. 

*  Much  ftrefs,  too  much,  perhaps,  has  fometimes  been  laid  on 
precedents  :  but  there  is  one  precedent  which  holds  forth  to  theaf- 
lirtant  clergy  a  chearful  expeftation  that  their  diftreffes  are  not  rcme-  . 
dilefs,  and  that  they  iliould  nor  "  forrow  as  men  without  hope." 

*  In  the  year  1661,  a  bill  was  fent  from  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  that  of  the  lords,  with  this  title,  "  An  Aft  for  a  competent  al- 
lowance tb  be  made  to  fuch  curate^  ns  fhall  officiate  in  thofe  livings 
where  the  proper  incumbent  does  not  refide."  It  was  fent  to  tiie 
houfe  of  lords ;  and  there,  where  we  mig'it  reafonably  have  ex- 
pefted  that  it  would  have  found  a  kind  reception,  and  been  che- 
rilhed  with  the  moli  fofrering  care,  there  did  it  expire! 

'  But  let  not  this  appal  us  ;  ratlier  let  the  recollection  that  in  the 
year  1661,  one  branch  of  the  legiflature  pronounced  our  fituation 
fuch  as  demanded  their  compafBonate  notice,  infpirit  us  to  unite  in 
an  addrefs  to  parliament.  Alf  who  refpe£l  humble,  neglected  worth, 
will  fympathife  with  us,  and  fay,  God  fpeed  you.  Every  benevo- 
lent heart  is  our's.  Let  us  not,  for  a  moment,  fuppofe  that  a 
contemptuous  rejeftion  will  add  infult  to  diilreis,  ocGafioned  by  no_ 

fault 
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fault  or  mifconduil  cf  our  own  ;  but  alRir^  ourfelves  that,  if  tht 
bare,  unadorned  ftatement  of  our  fituation  ftiould  be  in  danger  of 
failing,  we  fliall  find  able  and  :^eaIous  advocates  in  aBritifh  fenflte, 
iVho  will  awaken  and  new  point  all  the  energies  of  beneficence,  by 
reprefeiuing,  in  the  refiftlefs  language  of  reafoh  and  truth,  the  na- 
tional dilgrace  of  leaving  numbers  of  the  moll  laboriou-s,  and,  per- 
haps, not  leaf!  deferving,  of  the  clergy  to  frrugyle  through  life  on  a 
provifion  fcafcely  adequate  to  the  comfortable  accommodation  of 
an  individual ;  much  lefs  to  the  numerous  and  preffing  exigencies  of 
a  family,  without  any  cheering  referve  for  tht  hours  of  languoi: 
and  age,  or  the  irrefiftible  demands  of  ficknefs  or  accident ;  whilft^ 
at  the  fame  time,  they  are  condemned  to  fee,  almoft  daily,  fcenes 
of  diftrefs  which  they  earneftly  wifh,  but  alas  !  can  only  wifli  to 
remove. 

'  And  that  our  application  to  the  legiHature  may  more  readily 
fucceed,  let  us  be  particularly  careful  to  fecond  it  by  our  lives ;  let 
us  preferve  in  our  hearts  a  flrong,  uniform,  "and  lively  fenfe  of  thofe 
duties  which  we  would  imprefs  on  our  hearers,  and  confcientioufly 
avoid  in  our  own  conducTi:  what  oiir  office  requires  us  to  cenfure  id 
others ;  let  us  not  debafe  ourfelves  by  indecent  levities;  or  fordid. 
Company;  be  fuperior  to  filthy  lucre,  and  fcorn  tb  courf  advanrrcei^ 
ment  by  the  degradation  of  our  charat^-er  ;  let  us  afpire  only  to  the 
;  praifeof  exemplary  life;,  the  unfuUied  honour  oJf  active  goodnefs ; 
and  be  content  to  eat  our  bread  in  privacy  and  peace.'     p.  i6. 

POETICAL. 

Poems  by  Ldciy  Tuite.    Svo.     \os.  6J,  Boards,    Cadeli  rt/r// Daviesi 

1796. 

If  thefe  poem§  cannot  Boaft  ftrength  of  geiil'uS  dr  originality  of 
fentiment,  they  are  ^t  leaft  eafy  and  flowing.  The  fubjefts  are 
fuch  as  may  be  fuppofed  congei'.ial  to  a  feniiile  mind, — fqendfliip, 
innocent  love,  and  the  charms  of  virtuous  feeling.  The  firlt  copy 
of  verfes  in  the  volume  is  addrelTed  to  JMrs.  Qrtville  on  her  cele- 
brated Ode  to  Indifference,  and  is  intended  to  oppofe  to  tlie  apathy 
which  that  lady  recommends,  the  fuperior  pleafures. of  fenilbility. 
Sorry  we  are  to  obferve  that  in  a  fubil'queiit  poem  our  author  is 
obliged  to  takfe  refuge  in  the  fame  mortified  indifference,  from  tht 
|iangs  of  wounded  afFeftion  and  difappoinled  hope— 

*  The  halcyon  days  of  confidence  are  pafi:; 
To. thee,  Indiff 'rence,  I  muft  fly  at  lafi  ; 
The  fond  illufions  of  my  youth  are  o'er, 
Nor  charms  can  win,  nor  vows  periuade  me  more  ; 
Com'e  then,  bleft  nymph,  and  bid  my  forrows  reft, 
Come  hufli  to  peace  this  agitated  breafl ; 
Teach  me  to  fmile  at  evils  love  has  made, 
And  laugh  at  fricndfliip  as  an  empty  fliade; 
C«iT.  Rev,  Vol.  XIX,  /'"ci^.  1797,      '  R  Tea- 
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Teach  tn€  in  fullen  eafe  with  thee  to  dwell, 
And  bid  affedion  and  its  cares  farewell.'     9.  115. 

tinder  fuch  circvimftances  it  would  be  invidious  to  Criticife  tD($ 
nicely  ;  and  indeed  the  verfification  and  language  are  in  general 
fufficiently  corre<?^.  The  greateft  fault  of  the  former  is  the  fre- 
quent harlh  Contractions,  as  t^advife^  for  to  advlfe ;  Hkewife  thd 
ufe  of  the  feeble  and  inelegant  expletive,  do.  We  mention  thefe 
faults  becaufe  it  certainly  is  in  the  power  of  the  fair  author  to 
torrent  them.  II(7s  iegan,  we  would  willingly  hope,  is  a  fault  of 
the  prefs.  The  poems  are  dedicated  to  lady  Moira,  who  is  addrefled 
as  the  aunt  of  the  author. 

Original  Mifcellarteous  Poemst     By  Edward  Atkins  Harrop,     %vo, 
6s,    feiaed.     Dilly.      1796. 

The  beauties  of  this  Volume  are  altogether  typographical.  To'etn. 
nafcitur,  non  fit^  is  the  motto  ;  what  the  author  meant  by  it,  we 
know  not.  Perhaps  he  meant  to  imply  that  he  was  born  a  genius, 
and  of  courfe  exempted  from  all  after-toil,  and  mean  attentions  to 
fenfe  or  fyntax,  (which  interpretation  would  account  for  the  fre- 
quency of  fuch  couplets  as  the  following — 

'  Thou  bore  my  drooping  fpifits  thro'  the  ftorm, 

Fann'd  the  fond  flame,  and  kept  my  bofom  warm.'  p.  29.) 

Or  perhaps  he  intended  merely  to  hint,  that,  as  nature  had  done 
but  little  for  him,  no  blame  could  attach  to  him  in  having  done 
but  little  for  nature.  But  whichever  way  this  point  may  be  fettled, 
his  lines  are  certainly  moft  emphatical  lines,  if  we  may  judge  by 
the  multitude  of  words  marked  in  italics.  We  can  eafily  conceive 
that  the  author  is  a  moft  impreffive  reader  of  his  own  verfes — • 

*  Beneath  a  lofty  cypre/s'  Spreading  (hade, 
In  raptWous  pleafure^   fat  the  royal  maid  ; 
TJtifeen^  unheard^  did  all  his  beauties  fcan, 

And  view'd  the  Moor  as  nature  made  the  man  3, 

Saw  his  dark  form  dafh  in  the  liquid foam^ 

Rife  oft  the  v:ave^  and  on  its  bofom  roam  ; 

^port  on  its  furf act:,  on  its  biUoz';s  feud, 

And  fink  at  luill  within  the  circling 7?oo^. 

Ye  maids  whofe  thoughts  m  fairy  fancies  move, 
Bcjuare,  nor  tafte  th'  iw^idionsfweets  of  love. 

*  Loji  in  ihc  fond  delirium  of  love, 
JBeguii'dy  the  web  of  fancy  fiveet  (he  taove  : 
And  as  the  taivfty  yowth  funk  in  the  wavCf 
The  maid  infeyfibly  became  a  flave. 

Lo  !   in  his  fpnrts  Ihe  paffion  did  reveal. 
As  o'er  her  cheek  the  cr'mfan  hue  did  Ileal  j 

What 
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ff^/iat  th*  he  t/ares  the  circling  flood  difdain  f 
He  dives — perchance,  he  7ic'er  may  rife  again. 

Ye  Perfian  maidens,  ne'er  {\xc\\  fears  reprove,        * 
For  all  are  timid  who  6.0  truly  love.'     v,  124. 

/fo/'f,  an  Allegorical  Sketch,  on  recovering  Jloioly  from  Sichiefs.  By 
the  Rev.  IF.  L.  Bo'v^les^  A,  M.  4/0.  ii.  Cadell  and  Davies. 
1 796. 

Mr.  Bo^rles's  powers  of  verfification  are  well  known  ;  he  has  in 
the  poem  before  us  exerted  them  in  a  difficult  department  of  writ- 
ing, in  which  many  have  failed — that  of  allegory.  The  piecs 
thus  opens — - 

"  I  am  the  comforter  of  thofc  that  mouri?, 

My  fcenes  well-lliadow'd,  and  my  carol  fwest, 
Gheer  the  poor  paflengcrs  of  life's  rude  bourne, 

Till  they  are  fliclter'd  in  that  laft  retreat, 
Where  human  toils  and  troubles  are  forgot." 

Thefe  founds  I  heard  amid  this  mortal  road, 
When  I  had  reach'd  with  pajn  one  pleafant  fpot, 

So  that  for  joy  fome  tears  in  filence  flow'd  ; 
I  rais'd  mine  eyes,  which  fickpefs  long  deprel^. 
And  felt  thy  warrntji,  O  fun,  com?  cheering  to  my  breafl,' 

?.  X. 

The  fpunds  are  found  to  proceed  from  Hcpe^  to  whofe  manfioa 
the  poet  introduces  us— 

*  So  beat  my  bofom  when  n^y  winding  .way 

Led  thro'  the  thickets  to  a  ftielter'd  vale, 
Where  the  fweet  minftrel  fat :  a  fmooth  clear  bay 
Skirted  with  woods  appear'd,  where  many  a  fail, 
Went  fliinjng  o'er  ihe  watery  furface  ftill, 

Lefs'ning  at  laft  in  the  grey  ocean- flood  ; 
And  yonder,  hajf-way  up  the  frpnting  hill, 
Peeping  from  forth  the  trees,  a  cottage  ftood, 
Above  whofe  peaceful  umbrage,  trailing  high, 
A  little  fmoke  went  up,  and  llain'd  the  cloudlefs  fky, 

*  I  turn'd,  and  lo,  a  mountain  feem'd  to  rife, 

Upon  whofe  top  a  fpiry  citadel 
Lifted  its  dim-feen  turrets  to  the  fkies, 

Where  fome  high  lord  of  the  domain  might  dwell  j 
And  onward  where  the  eye  fcarce  ftretch'd  its  figh*!, 

Hills  over  hil|s  in  long  fuccefllon  rofe, 
Touch'd  with  a  fofter  and  yet  fofter  light, 
And  all  was  blended  as  in  deep  repofe, 
The  wood,  the  fea,  the  hills  that  ftione  (o  fair, 
'"J'iil  WQods,  and  fca,  and  hills  feem'd  fading  into  air.'  p.  4. 
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Mr.  Boyles  then  deicribes  the  influence  of  Hope  ,  over  the  dif- 
ferent purfuits  and  fituadons  of  man, — exemplified  in  youth,  beauty 
arid  love,  enterprife,  ambition,  captivity,  melancholy,  and  mania. 
An  aged  man,  Experience,  then  appears  to  tell  the  poet,  who  has 
■\vitnefled  all  thefe  fcenes,  that  the  influence  of  Hope,  though  pleaf. 
in<i,  is  fallacious ;  and  concludes  with  referring-  him  to  the  Confola- 
tioiis  of  religion  in  the  view  of  a  future  ftate,  V>^e  cannot  help 
faying,  that  the  allegory  is  exceedingly  obfcure,  and  the  pei'fonages, 
introduced  not  very  appropriate  to  the  fubje£l.  If,  however,  the 
reader  fliould  find  himfelf  now  and  then  loft  in  the  puzzling  mazes 
of  allegorv,  he  will  eafily  fee,  by  the  fpecimens  we  have  given,  that 
he  will  meet  with  flowers  of  fufficient  beauty  and  fragrance  to  pre- 
vent him  from  entirely  lofing  his  time,  in  allowing  himfelf  to  be 
conducted  by  Mr.  Bowles  in  thefe  regions  of  fancy. 

J^oems  :  covtaiiiing  the  Goldfinch,  a  Rhapfody,  in  TJv/.ce  Cantos ;  g. 
TranJlatio7L  of  OvhVs  Firji  Heroic  Epiftle  of  Fe7ielope  to  Ulyffcs  ; 
Spunets,  CsTf.  .  By  0  Student  of  hiiteohl' s  Lin,  \to.  zs,  ^d. 
Johnfon.      1796. 

This  gentleman's  poetry  is  beneath  mediocrity;  and  his  morals 
do  not  appear  more  pure  than  his  langnagt;  or  verfification.  From 
his  fonnet  to  Mr.  Neckar,  we  infer  that  he  calls  himfelf  a  Chrif 
ilan  ;  if-  fo,  we  ferioufly  advife  hirn  to  review  the  lines  entitled, 
*  The  Refolve,'  and  to  reflect  whether  he  -would  not  have  aded" 
more  confiftently  with  the  high  character  which  he  profelTes,  if,  in- 
ilead  of  infulting  the  p;.blic  with  fuch  confeflions,  he  had  made 
them,  on  his  knees  before  his  maker. 

Qo-itxerfation  :   a    Did.-r^ic    Poem,     in    Three    Parts.      By    William; 
•    Cooke,  Efq.     /[to.     y.  (xd,      Edwards.      1 796. 

This 'is  more  truly  a  didaftic  poem  than  moft   of  thofe  that  are 
called  by  the  name,  fince  the  author  keeps  clofely  to  his  fubjedl — ^ 
i/ie  Af:i  of  Omverfation,     The  two  firft  parts  contain  dlreftions  for 
avoiding  what  is  iinplcafant  in  companionable  intercourfe,  as  igno- 
jtance  of  perfons,  ranks,  and  names,  which  leads  to  violations  of 
propriety  I  abfencE   of  mind,    irafcibility,   egotifm,    pedantry,  th^ 
love  of  difputation,  fi  querulous  difpofition,   a  goffiping  fpirit,    &c. 
The  third  part  deicribes  thofe  talents  and.  arts  of  amulcment  which 
o-ive  to.  converfation  its   higheft  zeft,  wit  and   humour,  innocent 
raillery,  and- well-chofen  anecdote ;  nor  does   the  author  refufe  toJ 
admit,  though   he   keeps   her  waiting  at  the  door  ibaie  time,  the; 
|anu3-faced  pun.  His  rules  are  jull,  and  agreeable  to  goodfenfe;  buL 
|iis  fubjeil  is  not  very  poetical,  and  our  author  is  not  .a  Coiuper  tQl( 
draw  harmony  from  the  mofi:,  unpromifing  inftrument.    The  pocm> 
however,   has  good  paiTages,  and  may  be  read   with  more  pleafnre' 
and  profit  than  very    many  that  pafs  through  our  hands;  and  the 
vonglufion,  v/hich  gives  a  general  eulogiuni  on.  converfation  in  its 

n-ioft 
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aioR  enlarged  fenfe,  rifes  in  fpirk  above  the  general  level  of  the 

piece  — 

*  What  books  we  read,  tho'  read  with  critic  zeal, 
'Tis  Converfation  ftamps  the  final  feal. 
Marks  what's  original,  and  what  is  known, 
And  adds  another's  ftriftures  to  our  own. 
What  fchool,  what  travels,  what  examples  taught, 
As  rich  materials  for  our  ufe  are  brouoht. 
proud  novv'  to  feel  what  charmed  our  earlier  days, 
Return  with  ten-fold  intereft  to  our  praife, 
On  every  fide  we  fome  advantage  prove, 
It  warms  our  friendfliip,  and  infpires  our  love. 

'  In  latter  age,  when  paffions  milder  flow, 
And  our  chief  pride  is  raifed  on  what  we  know, 
Tho'  love  no  longer  takes  an  aftive  part, 
No  longer  flames — or  agitates  the  heart, 
Still  Converfation  keeps  its  fettled  throne, 
Its  power  of  pleaflng  ftill  is  all  our  own. 
By  this  once  more  we  prove  the  virgin  kind, 
And  gain  frefli  gonquefls  o'er  her  charms  of  mind, 
i)ifperfe  the  gloomy — aid  the  cheerful  hour, 
Obtain  refpeft,  and  confidence,  and  power. 
And  when,  approaching  to  its  awful  clofe, 
Life  feeks  its  chiefefi:  pleafure  in  repofe, 
This  focial  charm  fliall  gild  our  fetting  day, 
Infpire  frefli  hopes,  and  brighter  views  difplay, 
Hopes  which  foretafle— coiifirm'd  by  pious  trufr, 
The  facred  converfation  of  the  jui1:. 
Where  man  "made  perfect,"  feels  celeflial  fires, 
Glows  in  difcourfe,  or  hymns  in  heav'nly  choirs, 
Where  blefl  communion  !   every  joy  is  thine, 
Eternal  truth — and  harrnony  divine — .'     p.  43. 

The  following  lines  from  the  introduftory  part  are  fprightly  and 

defcriptive,  though  we  muft  objeft  to  the  introduction  of  the  word, 

Jiout  in  ferious  writing. 

'  Behold  the  man  !  by  genius  form'd  to  found 
The  fineft  notes  in  Converfatiou's  round  ! 
What  heart-felt  praife  awaits  where'er  he  goes ! 
How  inflantly  he  fcouts  all  petty  woes ! 
Mark  but  his  entrance  to  the  focial  board ! 
A  joy  fprings  up,  as  if  by  joint  accord, 
Each  eve  gives  welcome  as  he  takes  his  feat, 
Each  mind  anticipates  the  claflfic  treat. 
Whene'er  he  fpeaks,  how  hufli'd  is  every  trtnguc. 
The  young  grow  wifcr,  and  the  old  grow  young, 
Ev'n  folly  fits  fubdued,  and  ftrives  to  find 
j^kafure,  or  profit  from  fo  rich  a  mind,'     p,  3. 

The 
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The  addrefs  to  Memory,  and  the  apoftrophe  to  Socrates,  are  alfo 
pleafing  :  though  much  more  might  have  been  made  of  the  latter 
jn  a  poem  on  Converfation. 

MEDICAL    AXD    PHILOSOPHICAL. 

Afiort  Treatife  on  Canine  Madnefs^  particularly  the  Bite  of  Mad 
Dogs  :  fome  Cautions  to  prevent  the  Danger^  and  Remedies  for 
Injuries  received  thereby  :  together  ivith  thofe  of  other  Enrap-ed 
Animals.      By  a  Phyfcian.      ^vo.      is.      Shaw.    1796. 

The  writer  of  this  treatife  may  be  a  good  phyfician,  for  aught 
we  know  j  but  he  does  not  feem  to  be  well  informed  refpeding  the 
nature  of  canine  madnefs.  After  defcribing  the  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe  in  a  clumfy  and  confufed  manner,  he  tells  his  readers  that 
the  reafon  why  the  delirium  attending  it — - 

*  Is  fometimes  maniacal,  fometimes  melancholy,  is  owing  to  the 
different  temperament  and  conftitution  of  the  patient,  inclined  more 
to.paffions  of  one  kind  or  the  other:  and  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per in  this  place  to  mention  the  obfervations  made  by  themfelves, 
who  notice  among  their  dogs  two  kinds  of  this  difeafe,  one  of 
which  they  c^nll  the  biting  madnefs,  the  other  the  fallen  madnefs. 
In  Ihort,  this  djflemper  is  a  fever  of  that  kind,  in  which  the  ner- 
vous fluid  is  more  particularly  affefted,  from  the  violent  aftion  of 
an  extraneous  fiery  matter  mixed  with  it,'     p.  1 5. 

A  fet  of  feeble  and  inert  remedies,  fuch  as  the  aflies  of  the  river 
craw  fifli,  &rc.  are  next  recommended  on  the  authorities  of  Mead, 
Celfus,  Van  Helmont,  nnd  Boerhaave ;  but  furely  no  perfon  who 
has  had  any  experience  of  the  nature  of  this  dreadful  complaint, 
can  place  the  leaft  confidence  in  fuch  means. 

By  way  of  making  up  the  pamphlet,  the  author  has  found  it 
necelTary  to  fubjoin  a  few  obfervations  on  the  bite  of  the  viper  and 
tarantula  ;  but  thefe  are  chiefly  taken  from  Mead,  and  we  meet  with 
nothing  new  or  valuable  in  them. 

A  Summary  of  the  Pneumato-chemical  Theory^  luith  a  Table  of  its 
'Nomenclature.,  intended  as  a  Supplement  to  the  Analyfis  of  the 
Neiv  London  Phnrtnacopoeia.  By  Robert  JVhite^  J\L  D.  %vo. 
\s.     Cadell  flWDavies.     1796. 

In  this  pamphlet  Dr.  White  gives  a  tolerably  correal:  though  very 
brief  view  of  the  leading  principles  of  the  new  theory  of  chemif- 
try,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  new  nomenclature  of  that 
fcience  is  formed.  His  book  is,  however,  more  calculated  for  the 
purpoft^  of  the  general  reader,  than  of  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  be- 
ing fully  informed.  The  latter  will  naturally  have  recoiirf?  to  th^ 
larger  an^  more  elaborate  works  on  the  fubjec^. 
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^fn  Ad'drefs  to  Hydropic  Patients  ;   ivherein  the  Principles  of  a  Me- 
thod of  Pradice   adopted    by   the   Authot^  in   the    Treatment    of 
Dropfv,  are  explained  ;  and  to  which  fo,me  Cafes  are  annexed.    By 
IV.  LiixmooHy  Surgeon.  %vo.  \s.  td.  Murray  a?/^  Highlcy.  1796. 
The  author  of  this  addrefs,  though  extremely  guarded  in  his  ex - 
preflions,  will  eafily  be  perceived  to  belong  to  that  clafs  of  pra<5li- 
tioners  who  arc  daily   making  y!?r/tt«/7/f  dlfcotieries  for  the  benefit 
oi  mankind.     He  indeed  t>retends  to  be  anxious  to  avoid  bein<j 
thought  a  recommender  of  no/irums,  while  he  affords  the  rtioft  un- 
equivocal proofs  of  dealing  in  that  kind  of  ware  ;  for  it  is  certainly 
the  chara<fteriftic  language  of  fuch  dealers,  to  require  a  compenfa- 
tion  before  the  important  fecret  is  difclofed. 

If  Mr.  Luxmoore  had  really  difcovered  a  better  and  more  certaia 
method  of  treating  dropfies,  than  thofe  which  are  generally  prac- 
tifed,  what  better  opportunity  could  he  have  wiftied  for  eftabhfliing 
a  folid  arid  honourable  reputation,  or  for  '  permanent  compenla- 
tioln,'  than  that  of  bringing  it  fairly  before  the  public; 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mn  EJfay  on  a?!  Analytical  Courfe  of  Studies,  containing  a  complet£ 
Syjlem  of  Human  Knowledge.  By  f.  B,  Florian^  A.  M.  ^ve„ 
3.S.  6d,     Stockdale.     1796. 

Mr.  Florian  has  given  in  this  pamphlet  a  fyllabus  of  a  vay 
eomprehenfive  courfe  of  education.  He  has  prefixed  to  it  an  eflay, 
abrtrufe  and  metaphyfical,  on  what  he  calls  the  analytical  method 
of  inftruftion ;  which  method  of  analyfis,  as  applied  to  his  pur- 
pofe,  does  not  convey  any  very  clear  or  luminous  ideas.  The  moffc 
prominent  feature  which  we  obferve  in  this  fyllabus  is,  that  claffi- 
cal  literature  holds  a  very  inferior  rank  in  the  pLin,  in  comparifon 
with  the  objefts  of  philofophical  knowledge  ;  and  that  the  ftudy  of 
grammar  comes,  in  order  of  time,  after  thofe  of  anatomy.^  pntuma- 
toUgyy  and  phyfiognomy.  The  circumftance  which  we  prefume 
the  author  chiefly  wifhes  to  make  known  to  the  public,  is  contain- 
ed in  the  poftfcript,  iii  which  we  are  told,  that  Mr.  Florian  is  about 
to  open  an  academy  at  Bath,  in  which  the  above  couffe  of  inftruc- 
tion  is  to  be  gone  through  by  himfelf  and  proper  afliftants, 

A  Differ tation  on  VirgiVs  jEneid,  lih.  /.— *-v.  37.  containing  Reafon; 
for  que/lioning  its  Authenticity,      ^'jo.      6d.     Rivingtons.    1796- 

That  Viroil  was  not  the  author  of  the  well-known  verfe — 
TantiC  niolis  erat  Romanam  condere  gentem^ 
an  anonymous  critic  endeavours  to  prove.  His  objeflions  have 
an  air  of  plauflbility  ;  but  they  polfefs  not  that  cogency  which  ii 
i"equifite  for  convidion.  He  confiders  the  ftation  which  the  line 
occupies,  as  improper  for  fuch  a  remark ;  fpeaks  of  the  verfe  at 
•  fluggifli  or  drawling  ;'  and  cavils  at  the  phrafeology,  as  not  Itrift- 
iy  clallical.  It  can  eafily  be  proved,  however,  that  analogy  will 
juftify  the  words ;  the  verfe  is  far  from  being  dinbnaut  or  inharmo- 

Biou:s ; 
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aious  ;  hor  is  the  flownefs  of  the  meafure,  in  our  opinion,  detlitute 
of  beauty,  as  it  imprefles  on  the  reader,  in  a  more  forcible  man- 
ner, the  dignity  of  the  ftibjcft  to  which  the  exclamation  refers ; 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  epiphonema  is  not  reprehenlible ;  for  it 
not  only  has  a  manifeft  connexion  with  the  clofc  of  a  former  para- 
graph— genus  ,unde  Latinum^  &c»-— but  bears  a  correfpondence  (fuf-* 
iicient  in  a  poetical  view)  with  the  paflage  which  immediately  pre- 
cedes it.  '  The  Trojans  (fays  the  poet)  wandered  over  the  fcas 
for  many  years,  by  the  inevitable  impulfeof  fate  :' 

Errabant,  ax^i-  fatisj  maria  omnia  circurii. 
*  Such  xvas  the  importance  (we  now  paraphrafc  the  difputed  line) 
of  creating  or  founding  the  Roman  Hate,  that  even  the  remote  cir- 
cumftances  \vhich  led  to  that  great  enterprife,  were  full  of  danger^ 
difficultv,  and  diftrefsi' 

EUments  of  the  French^  Latin,  ancl  EiigllJJi  Languages.  By  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  Clofe,  Refior  of  HitcUm,  Suffolk,  'ovo.  \siU\ 
Matthews."    1795. 

This  compendium  was  formed  for  the  ufe  of  the  author's  Tons ; 
and  a  conviftion  of  its  utility  to  them  induced  him  to  render  it 
public.  In  the  general  dcfmitions,  he  has  blended  the  three  lan- 
guages to  which  his  work  refers:  but  a -Latin  grammar  is,  after- 
wards, feparately  given.  He  has  avoided  a  multiplication  of  terms, 
bv  which  (he  fays)  '  grammar,  ablbufe  in  itfelf,  is  rendered  more 
complex  ;'  and  he  has  ftudioufly  endeavoured  to  mingle  perfpicuity 
with  concifenefs.  The  rules  and  examples  are,  in  gefieral,  correft  j 
and  the  performance  may  be  recommended  as  ufeful  for  the  purpofe 
of  initiation. 

j^n  Unlvcrfdl  Gram7f(-ar  of-  the  French  Language,  on  an  ifhproved 
Plan.  ^  By  Nicolas'  Hamely  (jradiiate  in  the  iTni'Virfty  of  Caen^^ 
axd  Re^or  oftfieToivnof-VJliglein  Ncrmdndy:  %v6.  \s.  Boards.- 
Lowndes;     i"796. 

This  ci-dcvant  reftor  appears  to  be  a  profeffional  teacher  of  h's 
native  language  in  the  Britifli  metropolis ;  and  we  do  not  wifli  to 
diminiflr  the;nuniber  of  his  pupils  by  the  feverity  of  cenfure, 
which,  indeed,  the  work  does  hot  defa-ve. 

In  fpecifyirig  the  diftinaionsof  gender,  M.  Flameiis  more  accu- 
rate than  ibme  of  his  grammatical  predeceflbrs;  and  he  has  fupplied 
the  deficiencies  of  otliers.  He  treats  copioufly  of  the  verb  ;  but  we 
do  not  perceive  that  novelty  of  method,  which  he  boafts  of  hav- 
ing introduced,  with  regard  to  verbs  both  regular  and  irregular. 
The  fvntax,  upon  the  whole,  is  well  executed ;  but  the  advaiitage 
which  the  writer  reprefents  as  '  peculiar  to  this  grammar,' — nam.e- 
iy,  the  numerical  order  of  the  rules- — is  too  trifling  for  notice.  Of 
his  Englifli  (Ivle,  we  cannot  fpeak  in  terms  of  praife  5  for  it  abound; 

.with  errors  and  violations  of  idiom. 
» 
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M, 


Ne-w  Travels  into  the  interior  Paris  of  Jfrlca^  by  the  Way  of 
the  Cnpe  of  Good  Hope.^  In  the  Tears  1 783,  84,  and  85. 
Tranflatedfrom  the  French  of  Le  Vatllant.  lUuJirated  with 
a  AInpy  de/ifiratifig  the  Route  of  his  prefcnt  and  former  Tra- 
vels., and  with  Twenty-two  other  Copper-plates.  3  I'^olsi 
^vo.      l7.   is.  Boards.     Robintons.      1796: 

Le  Vaillant  has  long  been  known  to  the  public  as  an  in- 
'  telligent  traveller.  The  narrative  of  his  former  touV  * 
amufed  the  idle,  inftru£led  the  naturaliil,  and  fui'nifl-icd  tKc 
philofopher  with  new  topics  of  fpeculation.  The  detail  of 
his  fubfequent  peregrinations  will  be  found  equally  acceptable, 
if  we  make  fome  allowance  for  the  comparative  want  of  no- 
velty. 

At  his  return  from  his  firft  journey,  he  found  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Cape  in  a  flate  of  alarm,  an  attack  from  the  tng- 
lifh  fleet  being  expelled.  But  this  apprehenfion  did  not  re- 
prefs  that  tafle  for  pleafure  and  diffipation,  which  the  rcfidence 
of  French  troops  had  introduced  ;  and  the  general  alarm  fooix 
fubfided,  though  the  defehfive  preparations  were  long  conti- 
nued by  the  government. 

Eagerly  defirous  of  renewing  the  ftudy  of  nature  in  the 
wilds  of  Africa,  our  author  became  weary  of  the  focicty  o£ 
his  friends  at  the  Cape,  and  prepared  for  a  new  expedition, 
which,  however,  the  feafon  induced  him  to  defer.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  made  an  excurfion  to  various  parts  of  the  co- 
lony, and  furveyed  the  manners  of  the  planters,  whom  he  di- 
vides into  three  clafTes.  He  reprefents  thofe  who  reruie  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Cape,  as  devoted  to  eafc  and  luxury,  haughty 
and  diidainful  in  their  demeanour.  He  fpeaks  of  another  fet 
(more  remotely  fituatcd)  as  fimple,  kind,  and  hofpitable  ; 
and  of  the  third  clafs,  as  indolent,  addicted  to  rapine,  and- 
immerfed  in  barbarifm. 

In  this  part  of  the  work,  he  relates  a  remarkable  ftory  of 


*  See  Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  LXX.  p.  34. 
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the  art  of  defl:ru£live  fafcination  attributed  to  fomc  fpecies  of 
ferpcnts.  A  bird,  perched  on  a  branch,  emitted  piercing 
cries,  a:id  trembled  with  Gonvi?lfi've  pangs.  The  cauCe  of  this 
agony  appeared  to  be  a  large  ferpent,  which,  with  extended 
neck  and  glaring  eyes,  was  gazing  at  the  poor  animal.  Fear 
had  deprived  the  bird  of  ftrength  and  of  the  power  of  flight. 
One  of  the  fpeftators  ran  for  a/w/?/j  but,  before  he  returned, 
the  bird  had  expired ;  and  only  the  reptile  was  (hot.  If  this 
account  be  true,  it  may  rather  be  fuppofed  that  the  bird  died 
by  the  mere  effect  of  extraordinary  terror,  than  by  any  poweif 
in  the  ferpent  of  fafcinating,  rendering  motionlefs,  and  ulti- 
mately deftroying  (without  either  biting  or  darting,  forth  poi- 
fon)  the  objedl  of  its  fteady  gaze. 

Having  at  length  entered  upon  his  grand  expedition,  M.  le 
Vaillant  proceeded  to  the  diftrict  of  the  Twenty-four  Rivers, 
which  he  ftyles  '  the  terreftri-al  paradife  of  Southern  Africa/ 
He  exprefles  a  hope  that  a  town  may  be  built  in  this  canton. 
Such  a  town,  he  thinks — 

'  Would  foon,  from  the  pleafantnefs  of  its  fituation  and  climate*' 
furpafs  the  Cape  itfelf ;  and  having  the  ready  njeans  of  exportation, 
the  cultivation  of  lands  would  neceilarily  increafe  with  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country.  Its  grain  and  its  fruits,  as  well  as  the  grain  of 
a  part  of  Swart-Land,  might  be  conveyed  in  fiat-bottomed  boats  by 
the  Bcrg-rivier  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Helen  ;  and  it  would  be  eafy  to 
eftablllh  ftore-houfes  on  the  banks  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Berg. 
At  the  Bay  itfelf  there  might  be  a  magazine  for  the  coafting  trade  ; 
and  this  trade  might  be  carried  on  with  the  Cnpeby  means  of  floops, 
which,  embracing  the  r.ioment  of  favourable  winds,  would  foon 
get  thither  with  their  merchandife,  and  uould  thus  fupply  with  pro- 
vifions,  very  advantageoufly,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  both  the  town 
itfelf,  and  all  the  fliips  from  India  and  Europe  which  might  put 
into  Table  Bay.  From  the  abundance  of  pallures  in  the  diflrift, 
great  numbers  of  cattle  might  alfo  be  raifed  in  it.  This  fertile 
country,  fo  highly  favoured  by  nature,  would  furnifh  even  timber 
for  building  ;  fince  the  trees,  having  lefs  to  fufFer  in  this  quarter 
from  the  violence  of  the  fouth-eaft  winds,  could  not  fail  to  thrive, 
if  the  inhabitants  would  only  take  care  to  form  proper  plantations. 
Saldanha  Bay  might  ferve  iikewifeas  a  central  magazine  for  all  that 
part  of  Swart-Land  which  lies  near  it,  and  which  is  too  far  from 
the  Berg  to  fend  its  grain  down  that  river.  This  magazine,  befides 
the  utihty  it  would  be  of  to  the  planters  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
fettlement,  would  becorre  a  real  benefit  to  the  fliips  of  all  nations, 
which,  driven  from  their  courfe  by  contrary  winds,  and  unable  to 
enter  Table  Bay,  might  take  fllelter  in  that  of  Saldanha,  certain  of 
iinding  there  the.iefrellnri.ents  necellary^to  enable  them  to  continue 
thdr  voyage.'     Vol,  i.  p.  19:.  ■ 

As 
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As  the  Englifh  are  now  in  pofleflion  of  the  Cape,  thefe  hints 
Snay  perhaps  be  adopted  :  they  certainly  merit  attention. 

Various  difficulties  and  dangers  attended  the  progrefs  of  our 
iiaturalift  •,  but  he  was  not  deterred  from  the  profecutioa  of 
his  purpofes  of  exploration  and  his  views  of  improvement. 
Every  addition  to  his  zoological  and  botanical  knowledge  gave 
him  great  pleafure,  and  confoled  him  amidft  his  fatigues,  in- 
conveniences, and  difafters.  Sometimes^  alfo,  he  derived 
gratification  from  the  view  of  manners  among  the  Hottentot 
hordes.  In  one  of  thefe  communities,  he  met  with  a  female 
half-favage,  whofe  charadler  and  deportment  he  thus  deli* 
neates — This  woman, 

*  Both  from  her  natural  difpofition,  and  the  mode  of  life  (lie 
had  embraced,  appeared  to  be  perfectly  happy.  Her  days,  while 
I  was  with  her,  were  fpent  in  frolic  and  merriment.  She  was 
above  all  extremely  ciu'ious.  My  waggons  and  equipage  fo  oc- 
cupied her  attention,  that  (lie  was  continually  examining  them. 
I  had  not  a  piece  of  furniture  or  a  (ingle  implement  of  which 
file  would  not  know  the  name  and  the  ufe.  To  pleafe  her,  I 
was  obliged  to  open  and  empty  all  my  boxes  ;  and  (he  fuffered 
not  the  leaft  bundle  or  the  fmallefl:  drawer  to  efcape.  RefpeiV* 
ing  myfelf,  alfo,  (he  was  inexhauitible  in  her  queftions ;  and  fre- 
quently put  to  me  fuch  (imple  and  frank  ones,  as  almoft  to  render 
me  curious  in  my  turn.  My  beard,  which  as  yet  was  not  very 
large,  was  a  fubjeft  of  (ingular  amufement;  (lie  handled  it  with- 
out ceremony,  toyed  with  me  in  all  ways,  and  told  me,  that  in  her 
eyes  I  was  handfomer  than  the  handfomett  Hottentot.     I  thouo-ht 

-  O 

her  alfo  very  well  for  the  place  where  we  were,  and  indeed  (he  was 
the  Venus  of  the  country.  The  fcantinefs  of  her  attire  left  great 
part  of  her  charms  expofed  to  view ;  but  (lie  thought  no  more  of 
indelicacy  in  exhibiting,  than  of  modefty  in  concealing  them.  A 
man  of  lefs  temperance  would  have  had  no  favour  to  afk,  and  no 
denial  to  fear.  ' 

*  Meanwhile  it  appeared  ftrange  to  me,  that,  being  defcended 
from  a  white  parent,  and  having  it  in  her  power  to  live  among 
whites,  and  fettle  herfelf  in  a  habitation  like  her  father's,  (he  fliould 
renounce  fuch  an  advantage.  This  remark  I  made  to  her,  and 
a(ked  what  motive  (he  had  for  preferring  the  wandering  life  of  the 
Hottentots,  and  adopting  a  cafte  lefs  refpeftable  than  that  in  which 
fhe  was  born.  Her  anfwer  aftoni(hed  me.  It  was  rational,  and 
appeared  to  originate  from  a  fort  of  native  philofophy  which  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  exp'cd  to  find  in  (o  giddy  and  volatile  a  head. 

*'  It  is  true  I  am  the  daughter  of  a  white  man,"  faid  (he,  "  but 
my  mother  is  a  Hottentot.  Tims  allied  by  birth  to  two  different 
races,  I  had  to  choofe  with  wiii.ch  of  thtm  I  would  live.  You 
know  the  profound  contempt  which  the  whites  entertain  for  the 
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blacks,  and  even  for  thofe  of  a  mixed  breed  like  mvfelf.  To  fettle 
among  them  was  to  expofe  myfclf  to  daily  difgrace  and  affronts,  or 
to  be  reduced  to  live  alone,  folitary  and  unhappy  ;  while  among  the 
Hottentots  I  was  fure  of  finding  a  v.'elcome,  and  of  being  treated 
with  friendfhip  and  efteem.  What,  let  me  afk,  would  you  have 
done  in  my  place?  For  my  part,  between  certain  friends,  and  un- 
doubted enemies,  I  favv  no  room  to  hefitate.  I  preferred  happinefs 
to  pride.  Among  yonr  planters  T  fliould  have  been  overwhelmed 
with  humiliations :  am«ng  thofe  of,  my  mother's  tom.plexion  I  am 
happy.  Efleemed  and  refpc6ted,  and  periecStly  free,  I  am  in  want 
of  nothing.  Elfewhere  I  fiiould  have  filed  torrents  perhaps  of 
tears  :  here  I  laugh  all  the  day  long;  and  you  may  judge  from  my 
difpofition  whether  I  am  convent." 

'  Thus  fagacioufly  did  my  pretty  nsulatto  reafon ;  and  if  her 
playfulnefs  and  frivolity  fom.etimes  teafed-ro';,  to  balance  the  ac- 
count I  was  frequently  aftoniflied  at  her  good  fenfe.'   Vol.  ii.  p.  48 

A  woman  of  a  different  character  is  afterwards  defcribed, 
—  an  old  Hottentot,  who  was  a  reputed  forcerefs.  Her  intellec- 
tual powers  were  not  extraordinary ;  but  fhe  had  a  fufficient 
{hare  of  cunning  to  deceive  the  barbarians  of  the  country. 
Her  votaries  afnrmed,  as  a  proof  of  her  fupernatural  power, 
that  her  cactle  were  never  attacked  by  wild  beafts  ;  but  the 
fa£l  was,  that  Iier  animals  were  protecled  by  the  number  of 
perfons  who  fixed  their  huts  near  her  habitation.  Such  was 
her  influence,  that  the  robbers  of  the  neighbourhood  forbore 
to  plunder  the  diftrift  in  which  flie  refided.  Thus  did  flie 
derive  both  importance  ^.nd  fecurity  from  the  fuperftltlon  of 
the  favages.  In  fome  countries  fhe  would  have  been  ridiculed  ; 
in  others,  perfecuted. 

The  chafe  occupied  no  fmall  part  of  our  traveller's  time. 
In  the  enjoyment  of  this  fpoit,  he  was  uncommonly  delighted 
with  the  purfuit  and  the  acquifirion  of  a  giraffe,  an  animal 
before  imperfcftly  known.  Flis  firfl  fight  of  a  quadruped  of 
this  kind  was  in  the  country  of  the  Greater  Namaquois,  or 
Nimiquas.  With  a  view  of  corre^ling  former  defcriptions  of 
this  animal,  we.  now  give  his  account  of  it — 

'  The  giraffe  chews  the  cud,  as  all  horned  animals  with  cloven 
feet  ufualiy  Ao.  Like  them,  too,  it  crops  the  grafs  ;  though  fel- 
dom,  becaufe  pallure  is  fcarce  in  the  conntry  it  inhabits.  Its  ordi- 
nary food  is  the  leaf  of  a  fort  of  mimofa.  called  by  the  natives  i«- 
7inap^  and  by  the  planters  kamel-Joom.  The  tree  being  peculiar 
tc  the  canton,  and  growing  only  there,  this  may  be  the  reafon  why 
it  takes  up  its  abode  in  it,  and  why  if  is  not  fecn  in  thofe  regions  of 
the  fouth  of  Africa  where  the  tree  does  not  grow.  This,  however, 
is  but  a  vague  conjecture,  and  which  the  reports  of  the  ancients 
fcem  to  contradrd". 

*  Its 


Va'illani*s  Travels  in  Africa.  245 

'  Its  head  is  unqueftionablv  the  molt  beautiful  part  of  its  body. 
Its  mouth  is  fmall  :  its  eyes  large  and  animated.  Between  the  eyes, 
and  above  the  nofe,  it  has  a  very  diftinft  and  prominent  tubercle. 
This  is  not  a  fieftiy  excrefcente,  but  an  enlargement  of"  the  bony 
j)art,  the  fame  as  the  two  little  bolfes,  or  protuberances,  with  which 
its  occiput  is  armed,  and  which  rife  as  large  as  a  lien's  egg,  one  on 
each  fide  of  the  mane  at  iis  commencement.  Its  tongue  is  roui;_h, 
and  terminates  in  a  point.  £achjaw  has  fix  grinders  on  each  fide; 
but  the  lower  jaw  only  has  eight  cutting  teeth  in  front,  while  the 
upper  jaw  has  none. 

'  The  hoof  is  cloven,  has  no  heel,  and  much  refembles  that  of 
the  ox.  It  may  be  obferved,  hovvcver,  at  the  firft  fight,  that  the 
hoof  of  the  fore-foot  is  larger  thj:n  that  of  the  hind-foot.  The  letr 
is  very  fiender  :  but  the  knee  is  fwelled  like  that  of  a  flumblino- 
horfe  \couron7ie\  becaufe  the  animal  kneels  down  to  fleep.  It  has 
alfo  a  large  callofity  in  the  noddle  of  the  fternum,  owing  to  its 
ufually  repofmg  on  it. 

'  If  I  had  never  killed  a  giraffe,  I  fhould  have  thought,  with 
many  other  naturalirts,  that  its  hind-legs  were  much  fliorter  than  the 
fore  ones.  1  his  is  a  miftake :  they  bear  the  fame  proportion  tci 
each  other  as  is  ufual  in  quadrupeds.  I  fay  the  fame  proportion  as 
is  ufual,  becaufe  in  this  refpect  there  are  variaticms,  even  in  ani- 
mals of  the  lame  fpecies.  Every  one  knows,  for  inltance,  that 
mares  are  lower  before  th^n  fiaiiions.  What  deceives  us  in  the  gi- 
raffe, and  occafions  this  apparent  difference  between  the  legs,  is  the 
height  of  the  withers,  which  may  exceed  that  of  the  crupper  from 
fixteen  to  twenty  inches,  according  to  the  age  of  the  annual ;  and 
which,  when  it  is  feen  at  a  diftance  in  motion,  gives  the  appear- 
ance of  much  greater  length  to  the  fore-legs. 

'  If  the  giraffe  ftand  flill,  and  you  view  it  in  front,  the  effe<ft  is 
very  different.  As  the  forepart  of  its  body  is  much  larger  than  the 
hind-p;;rt,  it  completely  conceals  the  latter;  fo  that  the  animal  le- 
fembies  the  ftanding  trunk  of  a  dead  tree. 

'  Its  gait,  wlicn  it  walks,  is  neither  awkward  nor  unpleafing  ; 
but  it  is  ridiculous  enough  when  it  trots ;  for  you  would  then  take 
it  for  a  limping  beafl,  feeing  its  head,  perched  at  the  extremity  of 
a  long  neck  which  never  bends,  fwaying  backwards  and  forwards, 
the  neck  and  head  playing  in  one  piece  between  the  fliouldersas  on 
an  axis.  However,  as  the  length  of  the  neck  exceeds  that  of  the 
legs  at  leaft  four  inches,  it  is  evident  that,  the  length  of  the  head 
too  taken  into  the  account,  it  can  feed  on  grafs  without  difticulty  ; 
and  of  courfe  is  not  obi  ged  either  to  kneel  down,  or  to  Uraddle 
witii  its  i&tt.,  as  fome  authors  have  afferted. 

'  Its  m.ode  of  defence,  like  that  of  the  horfe  and  other  folidun- 
gulous  animals,  confifts  in  kicking  with  the  heels.  But  its  hind 
parts  are  fo  lig!u,  and  its  jerks  fo  quick,  that  the  eye  cannot  counc 
them.  They  are  even  fuftiaient  to  defend  it  againil:  the  lion,  though 
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they  arc  unable  to  p^oted  it  from   the  impetuous  attack  of  the 
tiger. 

'  Its  horns  are  never  employed  in  fight.  I  did  not  perceive  it 
ufe  them  even  againfi:  my  dogs  ;  and  thefe  weak  and  ufelefs  wea- 
pons would  feem  but  an  error  of  nature,  if  nature  could  ever  com- 
mit error,  or  fail  in  her  defigns.'     Vol.  ii.   p.  276. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  territory  in  which  this  prize  was 
obtained,  are  diftinguiflied  by  their  flender  bones,  delicate 
air,  thin  fiiape,  and  fmall  legs ;  and  alfo  by  a  cold,  unmean- 
ing, and  phlegmatic  afpecfl.  This  air  of  apathy,  however, 
is  not  exhibited  by  the  women,  who  are  as  gay,  lively,  and 
fportive,  as  the  men  are  dull  and  inanimate.  It  may  be  af- 
firmed, that,  in  mofl  countries,  the  females  have  more  viva- 
city than  the  males ;  but  fo  flriking  a  difFerence  as  is  here  re- 
marked is  not  common. 

The  Kabobiquas,  who  are  fituatcd  to  the  northward  of  the 
Kimiquas,  pleafed  our  obferver  by  their  afFedionate  and  ge- 
nerous temper,  and  their  difintere.iled  fpirit.  He  admired 
their  bold  and  refolute  character,  which  did  not  render  them 
ferocious  or  intraflable  :  he  was  ftruck  with  the  regularity  and 
order  which  prevailed  in  their  community  ;  and  he  found 
them  endued  with  a  fagacity  which  elevated  them  above  the 
mental  flandard  of  their  neighbours.  But,  though  they  were 
the  only  Africans  among  whom  he  fohnd  any  idea  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  a  Deity,  their  notions  on  this  fubje£l:  were  fo  vague 
and  barren,  that  they  had  no  conception  of  the  immortality 
of  the  foul,  or  of  rewards  and  punifliments  in  another  life, 
and  had  no  '  worfliip,  facrifices,  ceremonies,  or  pricfts.' 

Purfuing  his  northerly  courfe,  he  vifited  the  Houzouanas, 
who  were  obje£l:s  of  terror  to  the  neighbouring  hordes. 
Their  habits  of  depredation,  to  which  they  were  impelled  by 
necefTity,  their  furprifing  flrength  and  agility  ;  their  intrepid 
fpirit  and  a6livity  of  difpofition  ;  had  rendered  them  formida- 
ble even  to  the  bold  Kabobiquas.  Of  thefe  favages,  the  fol- 
lowing pi6lure  is  given  by  their  Gallic  vifitant — 

*  Their  head,  though  it  exhibits  the  principal  charaderiftics  of 
that  of  the  Hottentot,  is,  however,  rounder  towards  the  chin. 
They  are  alfo  not  io  black  in  complexion  ;  but  have  the  lead  co- 
lour of  the  Malays,  diftinguiflied  at  the  Cape  by  the  name  of 
hougui7iee-.  Their  hair,  n)ore  woolly,  is  fo  (hort  that  I  imagined  at 
£rft  their  heads  to  have  been  fhaved.  The  nofe  tco  is  ftill  flatter 
than  that  of  the  Hottentots  ;  or,  rather,  they  feem  altogether  defti- 
tufe  of  a  nofe  ;  what  they  have  confifting  only  of  two  broad  nof- 
rrils  which  projeft  at  moft  but  five  or  fix  lines.  Accordingly, 
mine  being  the  only  one  in  the  compny  formed  after  the  European 
riianner,  1  appeared  in  their  e}  es  as  a  being  disfigured  by  nature. 

Thev 
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They  conid  not  be  reconciled  to  this  difference,  which  they  confj- 
dered  as  a  monftrous  deformity  ;  and,  during  the  firft  days  of  my 
refidence  among  them,  I  i'.x.'^  their  eyes  continually  fixed  on  my 
countenance,  with  an  air  of  aftonifliment  truly  laughable. 

'  From  this  conform,ation  of  the  nofe,  a  Houzouana,  when  {ttn 
in  profile,  is  the  reverfe  of  handfome,  and  confiderablv  refembles 
an  ape.  When  beheld  in  front,  he  prefents,  on  the  firft  view,  an 
extraordinary  appearance,  as  half  the  face  feems  to  be  fore  head. 
The  features,  however,  are  fo  expreliive,  and  the  eyes  io  large  and 
lively,  that,  notwithftanding  this  iingiilarity  of  look,  the  counte- 
nance is  tolerably  agreeable. 

*  As  the  heat  of  the  climate  in  which  he  lives  renders  clothing 
unneceflary,  he  continues  during  the  whole  year  almoft  entirely 
naked,  having  no  other  covering  than  a  very  fmall  jackal  /kin  faft- 
ened  round  his  loins  by  two  thongs,  the  extremities  of  which  hano- 
down  to  his  knees.  Hardened  by  this  conftant  habit  of  naked- 
nefs,  he  becomes  fo  infenfible  to  the  variations  of  the  atmofpheip, 
that,  when  he  removes  from  the  burning  fafids  of  the  level  coun- 
try to  the  fnow  and  hoar-froft  of  his  mountains,  he  feems  indiffer- 
ent to  and  not  even  to  feel  the  cold. 

.  *  His  hut  in  no-wife  refembles  that  of  the  Hottentot.  It  ap- 
pears as  if  cut  vertically  through  the  middle  ;  fo  that  the  hut  of  a 
Hottentot  would  make  two  of  thofe  of  the  Houzouanas.  Durino- 
their  emigrations,  they  leave  them  (landing,  in  order  that,  if  anv 
other  horde  of  the  fame  nation  pafs  that  way,  they  may  make  ufc 
of  them.  When  on  a  journey,  they  have  nothing  to  repofe  on  but 
a  mat  fufpended  from  two  flicks,  and  placed  in  an  inclined  |)ofi- 
tion.  They  often  even  fleep  on  the  bare  ground.  A  projecTinp- 
rock  is.  then  fufficient  to  fhelter  them  ;  for  every, thing  is  fuited  to  a 
people  whofe  conftitutions  are  proof  againfl  the  fevereft  fatio-ue. 
If,  however,  they  ftop  any  whei'e  to  fojourn  for  a  while,  atul  find 
materials  proper  for  conftrufting  huts,  they  then  form  a  kraal ;  but 
they  abandon' if  'on  their  departure,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all  the  huts 
which  they  ereft. 

'  This  cuftom  of  labouring  for  others  of  iheir  tribe  announces  a 
focial  character  and  a  benevolent  difpofition.  They  are,  indeed, 
not  only  affecHonate  hufbands  and  good  fathers,  but  excellent  com- 
panions. When  they. inhabit  a  kraal,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  among 
them  as  private  property  ;  whatever  they  polTcfs  is  in  common.  If 
tvvo  hordes  of  the  fame  nation  meet,  the  reception  is  on  both  fides 
friendly  ;  they  afford  each  pthpr  mutual  proteftion,  and  confer  re- 
ciprocal obligations.  In  iliort,  they-  treat  one  another  as  brethren, 
though  perhaps  they jire  perfed  ftrangers,  and  have  never  feen  each 
other  before.'     Vol.  iii,  p.  165. 

The  diftri<fts  occupied  by  the  Houzouanns,  formed  the 
boundary  of  the  tour  defcribed  in  thcfc  entertaining  volumes. 
Jn  his  rrturn  to  tbf-  fouthward,  M.  Ic  Vaillant  was  exjpofed  to 
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a  variety  of  perils,  from  tlie  intricate  defiles  of  mountains, 
the  rage  of  pernicious  winds,  the  attacks  of  banditti  and  wild 
beads,  the  effluvia  of  peililential  difeafe,  and  the  fudden  con- 
flagration of  his  camp. 

He  takes  occ^.fion;  in  different  parts  of  the  work,  to  correcl 
the  errors  and  falfelioods  of  Kolben,  whofe  accounts  of  the 
Hottentot  hordes  were  long  favoured  with  credit.  Some  of 
the  ilatements  of  that  traveller  enhance  the  character  of  thofe 
barbarians;  while  other  alTertions  of  the  fame  writer,  equally 
ill-founded,  tend  to  their  degradation. 

The  tranfiation  of  this  work  bears  the  marks  of  fidelity  ; 
and,  though  the  ftyle  is  not  fuch  as  we  lliould  term  elegant,  it 
is,  in  general,  fmooth,  and  lefs  tintStured  with  foreign  idioms 
than  manv  of  our  modern  verfions. 


Six  Satires  of  Horace^  in  a  Style  betzuecn  Free  Imitation  and 
Literal  Verfon.  By  PFilUam  Clubbe,  LL.  B.  Vicar  of  Bran- 
deflon^  Sujfolk.     4to.     ^s.  fe%ved.     Rivingtons.      1795. 

THE  fatires  of  Horace  have  been  fo  often  tranflated  and 
imitated,  that  whoever  attempts  to  give  them  to  the  pub- 
lic in  a  new  drefs,  ought  to  bring  to  the  tafk  a  great  fund  of 
delicate  humour,  happy  allufion,  knowledge  of  men  and  man- 
ners, a  terfe  and  yet  eafy  verfification.  We  fhould  be  happy 
to  recognife  thefe  qualities  in  Mr.  Clubbe,  if  we  could  do  it 
without  partiality ;  but  though  he  has  given  himfelf  the  ad- 
vantage of  feleding  the  pieces  which  moft  flruck  his  fancy, 
and  likewife  of  a  very  loofe  verfion,  we  cannot  perceive  any 
peculiar  fpirit  in  his  performance.  The  fatires  he  has  render- 
ed into  Englifli,  are  the  3d  and  the  9th  of  the  firft  book ;  the 
5th,  7  th,  and  8th,  of  the  fecond  ;  and,  which  indeed  ^omes 
firft,  the  epiftle  ad  Ubnim  fuum.  The  plan  which  Mr.  Clubbe 
has  purfued,  is  partly  to  tranllate  and  partly  to  imitate;  that  is 
to  fay,  to  introduce  modern  cuftoms  and  manners  along  with 
ancient  names  •,  or  ancient  cufloms  with  modern  chara6ters, 
than  which  nothing  can  have  a  worfe  effeiSl,  or  be  more  con- 
trary to  talle  and  good  fenfe.  The  author  fays  in  his  Preface, 
that  he  is  aware  of  the  objedion,  but  that,  in  paraphrafmg  or 
tranilating,  he  has  fuited  his  own  convenience.  It  may  be  fo  : 
it  may  be  very  convenient  for  an  author  to  fpare  his  trouble; 
but  the  public,  h.e  fhould  remember,  will  confult  their  own 
pleafure  oiily,  in  reading  or  not  reading  him. 
■  In  thefe  amphibious  dialogues^  we  have  a  lloic  philofopher 
who  {peaks  of  Mrs.  Siddons  and  Pall-mall.  Horace  and  Da- 
vus  are  familiar  with  the  Strand  5  and  Fundanus  fups  with 
the  mayor  and  common- council  men,  where  he  meets  with  an 
.       •     .  ■  enter- 
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entertainment  which  it  would  be  wonderful  indeed   to  fee 
within  the  v/aiisof  the  Manlion-houfe. 

*  Now  came  a  turbot,  Avimming  in  a  difli, 
Garnilh'd  with  flirimps,  the  niceft  of  fhell-fifb. 
Our  hoft  again, — "  IMaecenas,  this  was  caught 
In  fV)  >  wn,  for  after,  'tis  not  worth  a  groat ; 
And,  fir  !  my  fauces,  you  will  own,  furpafs 
The  bell  of  Farley's  or  of  Mrs.  GlafTe  : 
This  gravy  for  the  fiHi,  fo  rich  and  high, 
Is  oil, — the  heft  that  Florence  can  fupi^ly, 
Anchovies  genuine, — for,  to  have  them  fo, 
I  fetch  them  from  the  Archipelago  ; 
Madeira— five  year's  old,  that  twice  has  crofs'd 
The  line  ;   w  hite  pepper  from  Sumatra's  coaft ; 
My  vinegar. — nor  common  is,  nor  plain, 
But  twice  difriil'd  and  made  from  beft  Champaign  ; 
Thefe  at  the  firft, — and,  when  it  well  has  boil'd, 
Old  mountain — if  before,  your  fauce  is  fpoil'd. 
To  fay  the  truth,  I  never  trull  to  book 
In  thefe  affairs,  or  even  to  my  cook ; 
But  always  fee  myfelf  the  proper  brine, 
The  proper  oil  and  quantity  of  wine. 
'Twas  I  that  firft  preferv'd  the  kidney  bean, 
And  kept  it  tiro'  the  winter,  frefli  and  green  ; 
I  firft  the  meadow  mufliroom  treafur'd  up, 
To  mix  in  precious  powder  with  my  foup  ; 
I  beft  of  any  one,  aiy  oyfters  fat, 
Sut  B-mb-r  G-fc-gne  beats  me  at  a  fprat."     p.  123, 

A  fluj7y  canopy  then  falls  over  their  heads,  and  covers  them 
with  ccbwebs — afterwards  connes  the  third  courfe. 

*  Of  footmen,  cooks  and  fcullions,  the  whole  herd, 
Now  foliovv  at  his  heels  with  courfe  the  third  : 
In  a  huge  difli,  the  firft  a  turkey  bore, 
Rc-ady  cut  up,  and  froth'd  with  fait  and  flour  ; 
Next  came  a  gnofe,  on  milk  and  white  bread  fed  ; 
Then  wings  of  hares,  the  tendereft  parts,  he  faid. 
Far  better  than  the  bai  k  ;  to  crown  the  u  hole 
Woodcocks,  u'hofe  legs  werr*  roafred  to  a  coal  ; 
And,  ns  the  laft  perfection  of  his  art, 
Eroil'd  pidgeons,  but  without  the  hinder  part.'      p.  131. 

After  a  third  courfe,  oar  readers  cannot  chufo  but  be  fati>^- 
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'T^HIS  volume  is  of  a  mifcellaneous  nature.  The  papers  do 
•^  not,  in  general,  ftrike  us  as  the  refult  of  very  profound 
refearches.  lliey  are,  however,  creditable  to  the  fociety  ;  and 
confidering  the  place  .in  which  it  is  formed,  we  hope  that  li- 
terature and  philofophy  will  every  day  make  there  rapid  ad- 
vances, give  a  new  turn  to  the  fpirit  of  trade,  aYid  allay  the 
feuds  of  bigotry  and  party. 

The  following  are  the  articles  of  which  this  volume  con- 
fifls-^ 

I.  '  The  Laws  of  Motion  of  a  Cylinder,  compelled  by  the 
repeated  Strokes  of  a  falling  Block  to  penetrate  an  Obftacle, 
the  Refiflance  of  which  is  an  invariable  Force.  By  Mr.  John 
Gough.' 

The  -wTiter  tells  us  that  no  pra6lical  benefit  is  to  be  expell- 
ed from  this  eflay,  and  that  it  *  exhibits  a  few  mathematical 
truths,  which  may  perhaps  afford  fome  amufement  to  thofe 
who  are  partial  to  fuch  enquiries.'  It  can  afford  entertain- 
ment to  no  other  perfcns,  and  few  will  enter  upon  the  invef- 
tigation-  Every  one,  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  fubjecc,  will  eafily  conceive  that  the  exprefTions  muft 
be  very  conrplicated ;  and  the  limits  of  our  plan  do  not  per- 
mit us  to  enter  upon  an  inveftigation  which  would  be  accep- 
table to  lO  few  of  our  readers.  , 

II.  '  S'<ctch  of  the  Hiftory  of  Sugar,  in  the  early  Times,  and 
through  the  ISIiddle  Ages.  By  W.  Falconer,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
&c.  he' 

This  is  a  (ketch,  indeed,  and  a  very  imperfeft  /ketch  ;  but, 
23  the  writer  fays,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  others  who  are^villingto 
make  farther  inquihes  on  this  head.  The  chief  authors  who 
have  mentioned  fugar  in  the  early  times  and  the  middle  ages, 
are  quoted  :  but  v/e  p^efume  that  more  might  have  occurred 
to  the  writer,  if,  in  his  laborious  purfuits  into  the  knowledge 
of  the  ancients  in  botany  and  natural  billory,  his  attention 
had  been  drawn  earlier  to  this  topic. 

!!l.  '  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  T.  Beddoes,  M.  D.  Phyfician 
at  Briaol  Hot  Wells,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  F.  R.  S.  &c.' 

'  I  beg  you  to  communicate,  to  the  gentlemen  of  your  fociety, 
a  faift  fimilar  to  thofe  related  by  Mr.  Willis.  At  li*e  bottom  of  ore 
of  Mr.   Reynolds's  fmelting  furnaces,  at  Ketley,  there  was  found 


*  See  Crit.  Rev.  New  Arr.  Vol.  IX.  p.  i  and  p.  187. 
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a  gretri,  glafTv  mafs,  which,  after  fome  expofiire  to  the  air,  partlir 
<ieHqueiced  ;  and,  after  a  fomewhat  longer  expofure,  exhibited 
»  white  efflorefcences  over  its  furface.  Thefe  effloiefcenccs  I  found 
<to  confift  of  carbonate  of  foda.  Upon  adding  diftilled  water  to 
fome  of  the  recent  mafs,  and  filtering  it  afterwards,  I  obtained  a 
limpid  folurion,  which,  on  the  addition  of  vitriolic  acid,  yielded  4 
blue  precipitate,  exa6tly,  as  fi.r  as  I  can  jiidge  from  the  defcription, 
of  the  fame  nature,  at  leall:  of  the  fame  appearance,  as  fome  of 
Mr.  Willis's  precipitates.  The  filtered  folutinn,  probably,  con- 
tained a  triple  fait,  conlifting  of  foda  (mineral  alkali)  iron,  and 
fome  third  material.  When  the  vitriolic  acid  detached  the  alkali, 
the  two  other  ingredients  fubfided  on  account  of  their  infolubility. 
What  this  third  material  might  be,  I  never  inveftigated.'  p,  302. 

IV,  *  Some  Obfervatlons  on  tlie  Flints  of  Chalk-beds,  in  a 
Letter  from  T.  Beddoes,  M.  D.  Phyfician  at  Briftol  Hot 
Wells,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Henry,  F.R.S.   &c.' 

Dr.  Beddoes  thinks  that  flints  have  been  in  a  (late  of  fufion. 
His  conjedlures  on  the  nodules  deferve  confideration — 

'  Many  nodules  are  hollow.     Thefe  contain  either  a  white  pow- 
der, or  a  cellular  fpungy  fubftance,  which  latter  is  more  ufuailv  the 
cafe.     A  few  are  fpherical,  or  nearly  f 0 ;   moft  are  of  an  irregular 
roundiPa  or  flatted  fliape,  with  procefies  perforated  by  a  hole,  with- 
in which  the  contained  porous  matter  appears,  pointing  outwards, 
and  generally  protruding  as  far  as  the  orifice.     A  fpeciraen  in  my; 
pofTeffion  might  be  thus  exaftly  imitated.      Take  one  of  thofe  oval 
phiah,  into  which  bent  tubes  are  commonly  inferted,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  elaftic  fluids  by  folution.      Into   this  phial,  put 
juft  acid  and  chalk  enough  to  raife  a  foam  that  fliall  fill  it;  then 
conceive  the   foam   to   become  concrete.     In  fome  fpecimens,  I 
haveobferved  the  fpungy  mafs  to  protrude  beyond  the  orifice.  And 
ii  feems  to  me  obvious,  from  infpe^tion,  that  the  rarefied   cellular 
Aibflance,  the  powder,  the  perforated  procefies,  or  mamilla',  and 
I  the  holes  through  them,  mufi:  have   been  really  produced   bv  the 
extrication  of  fome  elaftic  fluid.     The   few   imperforated   hollow 
i  nodules  I  have    feen,  are   much   more   nearly    globular   than    the 
'  others.     In  thefe,  what  is  now  the  compact  femi-tranfparent  coat, 
muft  have  yielded  fo  much  during  the  effervtKence,  as  to  afford 
(f)ace  enough  for  the  whole  of  the  extricated  elaftic  fluid.      When 
tue  eflfervefrence  was  rapid,  or  when  the  air  was  produced  in  large 
n«iantity,  it  burft  i;s   way   out,  producing  an  elongated  mamillary 
f  rocefs  ;  and  carrying  along  with  it  the  effervefcing  fubibnce  with- 
'!>,  as  far  as  the  orifice  or  beyond  it.     In  the  fpecimens  containing 
powder,  the  efljervefcing  matter  muft  have  become  concrete,  while 
parts  were  difunited  by  the  ilTuing  air.      Something  of  the  fame 
-ud  frequently  happens  to  bars  of  caft  iron,   ufed  as  a  grate  for  rc- 
verberatory  furnaces.     I  have  fcveral  times  feen  fucJi  bars,  after 
7  having 
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having  lain  for  weeks  or  months  in  the  furnace,  converted  fupcrfi- 
cially  into  malleable  iron,  and  within  containing  a  grey  powder.  In 
two  papers,  printed  in  the  Philofoj)hicaI  Tranfaftioiis,  I  have 
fliewn,  that  air  is  extricated  during  tiie  converfion  of  caft  into 
malleable  iron.  Now,  in  the  bars  which  are  found  to  contain 
powder,  the  application  of  heat  ocralions  throughout  the  whole 
fubftance  of  the. bar,  an  effort  towards  the  extrication  of  air.  But 
from  foine  curious  circumftances,  defcribed  at  length  in  the  latter 
of  the  two  papers  above-mentioned,  it  appears,  that  the  air  ifllies 
from  the  iron  with  very  little  force,  even  when  the  heat  is  conii- 
derable.  Hence  it  is  extricated  from  the  furface  only  of  the  bar ; 
and  this  alone  is  converted  into  malleable  iron.  During  this  con- 
verfion, the  furface  is  heaved  and  feparated  from  the  internal  parts; 
and  feme  fpace  within  is  afforded  for  the  extrication  of  air ;  and  if 
the  bar  fliould  be  cooled  while  the  particles  i^re  difunited,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  extrication,  it  vvivl  be  found  to  contain  a  powder. 

'  The  dull:  and  allies,  ejected  in  fuch  abundance  by  volcanoes^j 
mufl  be  produced   by   very  nearly  the  fame  mechanifm.     Let  us 
fuppofe  a  fubftance  in  fufion,  from  which,  or  from  below  whichi  i 
air  or  fteam  is  rapidly  and  copioufly  evolved — a  very  common  oc- ! 
currence  at  the  time  of  an  eruption.    Thefe  elaftic  fluids  iffue  withi 
fuch  prodigious  violence  as  to  diflipate  the  matter  in  fufion,  and 
bear  it  forward,  as  dufl  is  elevated  by  a  Ifrong  wind.     On  its  arri- 
val in  the  atmofphere,  or  before,  it   is  cooled,  becomes  concrete, 
and  defcends  like  fnow  upon  the  ground.'      p.  305. 

V.   *  Experiments  and  Obfervaticns  on  the   Vegetation  of 
Seeds.     By  Mr.  John  Gough.' 

It  is  a  eiirious  faft,  that  feeds  lie  in  the  ground  for  many  - 
years,  perhaps  centuries,  without  vegetation.  To  afcertain 
the  caufe  of  this  fa£l:,  fome  very  ingenious  experiments  have 
been  made  by  the  writer  of  this  paper,  which  will  probably  : 
excite  others  to  confider  the  fubjecl  more  fully;  and  ih-.nce.: 
fonie  truths  will  be  difcovered,  of  importance  both  to  agri-, 
culture  and  philolbphy.  The  remarks  made  on  thefe  experi-' 
jnents,  we  fiiall  give  in  the  author's  own  words — 

*  I.  The  only  infercince  in  this  paper  which  feems  tome  doubt- 
ful, is,  that  feeds  itiipregnated  with  water  retain  a  part  of  the  oxy- 
gene  they  ahforb.  To  determine  the  matter  u-ith  more  certainty 
than  I  have  done,  the  fixth  experiment  Ihould  be  repeated  over 
mercury. 

''  2.   It  is  probable,  that  fome  hydrogene  efcapes  from  vegetat- 
ing itcd^^  combined  with  Cerbone  ;  becaufe  the  velfels  ufed  in  the . 
foregoing  experiments  reraintd  a  peculiar  fmell,  even  after  being 
wafhed  in  clean  water,  but  the  aftion  of  the  air  deftroyed  it  in  2 
few  hours. 

'  3,  I  have  found,  that  fteeped  grain  confined,  for  four  or  fiv£ 

days 
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■  sluys,  in  fmall  quantities  of  common  air,  will  fometlmes  vegetate, 

■  and  not  in  other  cafe?.  This,  perhaps,  is  owing  to  variations  in 
the  general  temperature  ;  for  when  the  thermometer  ftands  higher 
Jhan  56°,  it  is  probable,  that  the  putrefaftive  fermentation  com- 
rnences  fooner  than  when  it  is  below  that  point,  l.afily,  the  ufe, 
and  even  the  neceffity  of  having  the  foil  very  well  pulverized,  for 
Ihe  reception  of  a  crop  of  grain  or  pulfe,  is  explained  by  the  pre- 
cedina  fafts  and  obfervations  :  for  when  the  turf  of  a  field  is  reduc- 
ed  to  a  fine  powder,  the  air  finds  free  accefs  to  every  part  of  it ; 
and  the  feeds  it  contains,  being  placed  in  a  temperature  that  is  near- 
ly uniform,  and  fuppiied  with  a  necelTary  portion  of  humidity  from 
the  moift  ground,  are  expofed  in  the  moil^^'avourable  manner,  to 

'  the  united  effeds  of  thofe  caufes,  which  are  intended  by  nature  to 
promote  the  growth  and  profperity  of  the  infant  plant.'     p.  323, 

VI.  '  On  Piica  Polonica.  By  Mr.  Frederic  Hoffman,  Sur- 
geon to  the  Pruilian  Army.* 

From  the  failure  of  other  affignable  caufes,  this  difeafe  Is 
attributed  to  contagion. 

VII.  '  On  the  Combuftion  of  Dead  Bodies,  as  formerly 
praclifcd  in  Scotland.    By  Mr.  Alexander  Copland.' 

The  opinions  maintained  by  this  writer,  on  the  ufe  of  cer- 
tain iron  inftruments,  having  been  controverted,  he  replies  to 
the  obje£lions,  and  confirms  his  own  fentiments  by  additional 
and  probable  arguments. 

Vill,  <  Obfervations  on  the  Advantages  of  planting  Waile 
Lands.     By  Thomas  Richardfon,  Efq.' 

We  do  not  agree  with  this  writer  in  eftimating  the  quantity 
of  land  in  a  wild  uncultivated  ftate,  and  unfit  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  planting,  at  one  eighth  of  the  kingdom; 
but  there  is  a  fufficient  quantity  of  waile  land,  to  which  his 
obfervations  may  be  applied  with  great  advantage.  The  value 
of  the  alder  tree  deferves  attention  from  thofe  who  have  wet 
fwampy  lands. 

IX.  *  The  Inverfe  Method  of  Central  Forces.' 

The  laft  propofition  of  the  feventh  feftion,  and  the  eighth 
feclion  of  fir  Ifaac  Newton's  Principia,  contain  the  moil: 
beautiful  part  of  his  mathematical  theory:  and  this  paper  af- 
fords little  more  than  an  exemplification  of  his  docbrine  in 
thofe  two  feclions  by  fluxional  expreiiions.  The  men  of 
Cambridge  who  fludy  thefc  fe£tions  vv-ith  great  accuracy,  will. 
probably  fee  little  worthy  of  much  attention  ;  and  they  will 
recommend  the  writer  to  inquire  after  the  expofitions  which 
are  given  of  thefe  feitions  with  great  elegance  at  fome  of  their 
lectures.  The  note  at  the  end,  on  the  equation  to  the  apfides, 
is  very  obfcurely  exprefled  •,  for  the  number  of  roots  to  aa 
equation  of  that  form  is  difcovered  by  a  very  cafy  analyfis. 

X.  '  Conje£lures  on  the  Ufe  of  the  ancient  Terraffed  Works, 
in  the  North  of  England.     Bv  John  Ferriar,  M.  D.'' 

.  '  Thefc 
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_  Thefe  terrafles,  which  are  frequently  feen  on  the  fides  o# 
hills  in  the  north  of  England,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  an- 
cient military  works. 

XL  'Mifcellaneous  Obfcrvations  on  Canine  and  Spontaneous 
Hydrophobia  :  to  which  is  prefixed,  the  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe  of 
Hydrophobia,  occurring  twelve  Years  after  the  Bite  of  a  fup- 
pofed Mad  Dog.  By  Samuel  Argent  Bardfley,  M.  D. 
M.  R.  M.  S.  Edin.  and  C.  M.  S.  Lond.' 

An  extraordinary  inftanceof  hydrophobia  is  related,  of  a 
perfon^  fuppofed  not  to  have  received "'  the  lead  injury  from 
any  animal,  except  the  bite  infliffed  twelve  years  fince  by  an 
apparent  mad  dog.'  This  inftance  gives  rife  to  fome  very  ju- 
dicious remarks  on  medical  writers  upon  this  fubjedl ;  and  the 
more  important  refledions  of  the  writer  of  this  paper  may  be 
ictn  in  the  following  extrad — 

*  Thar  the  poifon  of  a  rabid  animal  may  lay  dormant  in  fome 
inftances  for  the  period  of  twelve,  and  even  twenty  months  :  yet  - 
that  the  cafes  related  by  various  authors,  where  canine  madnefs  is 
faid  to  have  occurred  at  the  diftance  of  feve'n,  twenty,  and  forty 
years,  from  the  communication  of  the  poifon,  may  be  juftly  con- 
sidered as  either  inftances  of  fpontaneous  hydrophobia,  or  of  fuch 
difeafes  as  occafionally  exhibit  the  anomalous  fymptonis — of  aa 
liability  to  fwallow  fluids,  and  an  averfion  at  the  fight  of  them  : 
— the  poifon  of  a  mad  animal  has  had  no  fliare  in  their  produftion. 

2.  That  the  mere  application  of  the  faliva  of  a  rabid  animal  to  the 
Ucin,  efpecially  to  thofe  parts  where  its  firufture  is  of  a  thin  and 
delicate  texture  ;  fuch  as  the  lips,  tongue,  &c,  has  produQpd  the 
difeafe  of  canine  madnefs  ;  but  that  the  infpiration  of  the  breath 
of  a  mad  animal  by  any  perfon,  has  ever  produced  this  complaint 
appears  highly  improbable,  and  is  not  fupported   by  polltive  fafts. 

3.  That  local  irritation  from  wounds  in  irritable  habits,  efpecially 
when  conjoined  with  a  perturbed  ftate  of  the  paffions;  and,  alfo 
■violent  affections  of  the  mind,  independently  of  corporeal  injurv, 
in  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal  conftitutions,  have  produced  all 
fhe  pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  canine  madnefs ;  and  finally,  that 
violent  alternations  of  heat  and  cold,  and  all  other  caufes,  which 
induce  great  debility,  and  at  the  fame  time  increafe  the  irritabiiitv 
of  the  fyftem,  have  at  times  proved  ade<]uate  to  the  production  of 
fymptoms,  exactly  correfponding  with  thofe  of  rabies  canina.* 
V.  472. 

XII.  *  Further  Experiments  and  Obfervatlons  on  the  Vege- 
tation of  Seeds.     By  Mr.  John  Gough.' 

XIII.  *  An  Attempt  to  explain  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  the 
Ancient  Carved  Pillars  and  Obelifks,  now  extant  in  Great  Bri- 
tain.    By  Mr.  Thomas  Barrit.* 

Thefe  ancient  fione  pillars  and  obelifks,  which  are  referred 
by  many  antiquarians  to  a  very  diflant  origin,  are,  with  great 

probability 
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Jjrotjability  and  good  reafoning  from  armoi-ial  bearings,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  remains  of  croiTes,  moll  of  them  broken  and 
disfigured  at  the  reformation. 

XI V".  *  Meteorological  Obfervations,  colle£led  and  arranged 
by  Thomas  Garnett,  M.  D.'  Phyfician  at  Harrogate  :  Member 
of  the  Royal  Medical,  Royal  Phyfical,  and  Natural  Hillory, 
Societies  of  Edinburgh  ;  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical 
Society  of  Mafichefter  ;  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London  ; 
of  the  Royal  Irifii  Academy,    &c.' 

We  cannot  ex^e£l  that  any  regular  fyflem  of  meteorology  will 
be  formed,  unlefs  an  accurate  account  of  the  weather  is  kept 
at  different  parts  of  the  earth  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
The  journals  given  by  various  public  focieties  will  be  of  great 
ufe ;  but  perhaps  the  authority  of  the  ftate  is  requifite  to  af- 
eertain  the  weather  regularly  in  given  places,  where  there  are 
officers  on  whom  this  burden  might  at  no  great  expenfe  be 
impofed.  We  have  in  this  paper  a  journal  kept  for  twenty- 
five  years  by  the  dock-mailer  at  Liverpool,  of  the  barometer  ; 
others  kept  at  different  intervals  by  Mr.  Mantell,  a  furgeoa 
at  Dover,  by  Mr.  Gough  at  Kendal,  Mr.  Copland  at  Dum- 
fries, Mr.  Crofthwaite  at  Refwick,  iimilar  journals  of  the 
thermometer,  rain  gages,  and  the  wind.  A  neat  mode  is 
ihown  of  determining  the  velocity  of  the  wind — 

*  Concerning  the  velocity  of  the  winds,  Mr.  H.  could  not  fay 
he  was  very  exail  during  two  or  three  of  the  firft  years  of  the  jour- 
nal, as  he  noted  it  down  from  his  own  judgment ;  he  afterwards 
tried  it  by  the  method  of  finding  the  fliip's  velocity  by  heas'ing  the 
log.  'He  faftened  a  (liip's  log-line  about  his  waill,  while  foma 
perfon  who  underftood  the  nature  of  it,  attended  to  the  log  glafs, 
and  line-  He  made  ufe  of  a  common  walking  Trick,  to  the  end  of 
which  he  affixed  a  crofs  flick  (fimilar  to  the  yard  of  a  fllip,)  and 
to  the  end  of  the  crofs  ftick  he  affixed  a  filk  handkerchief.  As  he 
ran,  the  handkerchief  was  carried  forwards  by  the  wind,  and  when 
the  handkerchief  fell  flat  upon  the  ftick,  he  judged  that  he  had  run 
as  fall  as  the  greatefc  velocity  of  the  wind.  He  alfo  tried  a  fimilar 
experiment  with  a  boat,  which  had  two  fails  before  the  wind  in. 
fmooth  water,  in  fnch  as  a  (liff-failing  fliip  might  carry  her  top- 
gallant fails.'     p.  60s. 

In  an  Appendix  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Copland, 
of  Dumfries,,  with  the  fpecimen  of  a  calendar  from  different 
appearances  of  birds,  flowers,  fiiQi,  leaves,  berries,  Sec.  which 
the  ladies,  who  live  In  the  country,  might  very  ufefully  fol- 
low ;  and  it  would  be  an  amufernent  to  them  to  compare  to* 
gether  die  pocket-books  thu«  journalifed  in  different  years. 

M.n-ch' 
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Jlfarcbmont :  a  Novel.     By  Charlotte  Smith.     4  Vols,     llmo* 
■  16s.  JeweJ.     Low.      ^796. 

'TpKE  refpcfSlable  place  which  Mrs.  Smith  liolds  as  anovel- 
-*■  writer,  entitles  any  new  produ£lion  of  hers  to  our  parti- 
cular attention.  In  pourtraying  the  peculiar  and  diftinguifliing 
features  of  individual  character,  few  authors  have  been  moie 
fuccefsful.  But  in  the  plan  of  a  novel,  as  in  a  piece  of  paint- 
ing, if  harmony  of  dengn  and  relative  correfpondence  of  parts 
be  wanting,  the  mofi:  perfe6l  delin'oa'iion  and  brilliant  co'our- 
ing  of  a  few  prominent  figures  will  not  conllitute  a  good 
pi£ture. 

In  Marchmont  we  behold  a  young  mjin  of  high  fpirit,  in- 
heriting all  the  virtues  and  all  the  pride,  after  having  been  de- 
prived of  the  fortune,  of  a  long  line  of  illullrious  anceftors.. 
He  is  a  pattern  of  filial  duty,  and  is  re!.«hred  an  object  of  in- 
tereft  from  the  perfecutions  to  which  he  is  expofed.  on  account 
of  debts  con tra<i:l:ed  by  his  father.  While  concealing  himfelf 
from  his  creditors,  on  the  eve  of  flying  from  his  native  land 
to  wander  a  pennylefs  fugitive  in  a  foreign  country,  We  can- 
not confuier  his  infir.uating  himfelF  into  the  atledliojis  of 
Althea,  as  very  conullenc  with  the  fentiments  of  honour  lie 
clfe where  profeffes. 

The  return  of  Marchmont  to  England,  whilfl  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  occafioned  his  leaving  it  remain  in  full  force, 
is  abfurd  ;  his  marriage  with  Althea,  in  the  defperate  flate  of 
his  fortunes,  is  fomething  worfe.  The  mifery  confequent 
upon  this  ftep  is  fuch  as  might  have  been  expcfled  to  fflllow 
it.  But  the  fhor'-  dived  fufferings  fo  foon  exchanged  for  unal- 
loyed happinefs  and  profperity,  are  not  calculated  to  operate 
upon  young  minds  as  a  warning  againft  fimilar  imprudence. 

We  are  prepared  by  the  Preface  (in  which  the  author  intro-* 
duces  the  llory  of  her  own  misfortunes)  to  expe6t  the  appear- 
ance of  the  attorney  to  whofe  agency  ihe  attributes  mucii  of 
the  calamity  (he  has  experienced  Mrs.  Smith  would  have: 
done  ••veil  to  have  confidered  that  to  draw  the  charader  of  the' 
enemy  by  whom  we  confider  ourfelves  injured,  requires  a  de- 
gree of  cooinefs  and  of  candour,  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  few. 
Inftead  of  fuffering  tlxe  chara6ler  of  Vampyre  to  be  developed 
by  his  atlions,  it  is  given  in  epithets  \'i'iuch  fufficicntiy  evince 
the  irritable  feelings  of  the  writer's  mind.  *  Thai  fiend  in  thih 
Jhape  oj  an  attorney'' — '  that  mijcreant^  J-or  it  dchalcs  the  fpccie^ 
to  call  him  man — '  the  tHalignant  reptile — •  a  rnnnjtcr^  ivha 
difgrucmg  the  name  of  man.,  Jeerccd  to  be  J  one  juhaltcrn  agent 
of  Mammon  and  of  Aloloch^  let  locfc  to  hlaji  all  on  whom  his 
evil  eyes  %vere  turned' — are  the  m'oit  favourable  terms  in  which 
this  gentleman  is  Introduced. 

8      "  In 
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tn  defcriblng  the  fcenes  of  nature,  Mrs.  SmltK  lias  not  in 
tViis  work  fallen  fliorc  of  her  ufual  excellence.  The  ancient 
■feat  of  the  Marchmonts,  and  all  the  furrounding  fcenery,  is 
an  admirable  piece  of  defcription.  The  old  fervant  of  that 
family  deferves  to  fpeak  for  herfelf —  ^^ 

*  The  appearance  of  Mrs.  Mofely  immediately  interefted  Althea 
in  her  favour.  Poor  as  flie  was,  flae  was  remarkably  neat ;  her 
flender  figure  was  bent  with  age,  and.,  as  it  feemed,  with  trouble — 
and  the-  little  hair,  that  appeared  under  her  clean  plaited  cap,  was 
quite  white. — The  only  remnant  of  that  drefs  which  had  been  al- 
lowed her  in  the  affluent  fervitude  of  better  days,  was  a  black  vel- 
vet cloak,  ftill  quite  frefli. — And  although  the  reft  did  not  anfy.'er 
to  this  piece  of  once  expenfive  apparel,  there  was  fomething  about 
her  fo  refpedable,  that  Althea  could  hardly  help  fancying  flie  was 
one  of  the  family,  referved  amid  the  .general  wreck  as  the  authen- 
tic chronicle  of  its  buried  merit. 

'  If  her  looks  thus  excited  reverence,  her  manner  ferved  to  con- 
firm it. — There  was  nothing  about  her  of  the  vulgar  goffipping  old 
woman. — Almoft  every  pafTion  feemed  to  be  fubdued  in  her  heart, 
except  affeftion  for  the  family  file  had  fo  long  ferved. — Inured  to 
difappointments  and  forrows,  flie  bore  what  related  merely  to  her- 
felf with  the  calmeft  refignation,  and  was  never  heard  to  complain 
of  her  forlorn  and  comfortlefs  fituation.  But  when  the  ruin  of  her 
mailer's  houfe  became,  as  it  too  often  did,  the  fabje6l  of  vulgar 
triumph,  and  among  the  very  tenants  who  had  grown  rich  by  his 
indulgence,  but  who  now  paid  their  court  to  fir  Audley  Dacres,  x 
the  poor  woman  for  a  moment  forgot  her  moderation  and  mildnefs, 
and  could  hardly  refrain  from  the  bittereft  reproaches,  however 
prejudicial  they  were  to  her,  who  was  greatly  in  the  power  of  the 
renters  of  the  parifh,  in  which  flie  was  reluftantly  fuffered  to  hnger 
out  the  few  fad  years  that  remained.'     Vol.  i.  p.  273. 


*  Thofe  who  have  imagined  that  at  a  great  diftance  from  Lon- 
don  there  reigns  Arcadjan  fimplicity,  and  that  envy,  detraftion, 
and  malice,  only  inhabit  great  cities,  have  been  ftrangely  mifled  by 
romantic  defcription.  Every  bad  paffion  of  the  human  heart  thrives 
as  luxuriantly  under  the  roof  of  the  old-fafliioned  fann-houfe,  two 
hundred  miles  from  the  metropolis,  as  in  that  hot-bed  itfelf ;  and 
feme  are  even  more  flourifliing. — Ignorance  is  a  pou'crful  auxiliary 
to  fcandal,  and  a  thoufand  exaggerations  are  added  by  the  illiterate 
to  the  tale  of  ill-nature — abjcft  poverty  is  no  defence.  The  very 
wretch  who  fubfiftson  cafual  alms  is  foriietimes  the  objeft  of  hatred 
and  cahunny  to  thofe  v;ho  believe  they  have  a  bettt-r  right  to  the 
charity  on  which  he  lives;  and  fo  many  inftances  of  this  depravity 
occur,  that  one  wiflies  what  the  poet  fays  was  flridlly  and  invaria- 
bly true—  '* 

Ckit.  Rev.  Vol.  XIX.  March^  1797.  T        '  Heaven's 
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*  Heaven's  fbverfign  faves  a'll  beings  bvit  himreff 

That  hideous  fight :  a  naked  human  heart.        Young.' 

Voh  i.  P.  276. 


*  Althea  followed  her  conduflrefs  into  a  high  and  vaulted  room, 
of  which  the  greattr  part  was  in  ruins,  for  the  coppers  and  other 
fixed  utenfils  of  ancient  hofpitalitv  had  been  torn  awav  and  fold ; 
a.nd  as  the  kitchen  was  no  longer  ufed,  no  care  had  been  taken  to 
replace  the  bricks,  or  repair  the  walls.  Beyond  it  was  the  buttery 
- — and  IMrs.  Mofely  bade  her  remark  how  the  hatch  was  worn 

"  There,"  faid   flie,  *'  1   have  often,  though   it  was  not  indeed 
exa^lly  my  bufinefs,  given  away  the  weekly  dole  to  folks  who  then 
wanted  it  bad  enough,   but  who  fince  have  got  up  in  the  world,  fo 
that  it  makes  one  feem  dreaming  as  it  were  to  think  of  it. — Yes  ! 
the  very  man  who  has  bought  all  the  lower  woodland  farm,  and 
built  that  fine  ftaring  great  houfe,  that  you  might  fee  as  you  came- 
along  on  the  hill,  a  little  beyond  Shanlbrook  corner,  that  very  man 
was  a  little  ragged  dirty  boy,  who  has  many  a  time  come  for  his  fa- 
mily's dinner  to  this  very  wicket.      My  good  mafrertook  pity  upon 
him,  and  fent  him  to  fchool — when  he  was  big  enough,  he  made 
him  a  fort  of  clerk,  and  took  him  into  the  Reward's  rooni  to  lertra 
to  keep  accounts,  and  after  that  got  him  fent  out  to  the  Indies  ;  and 
about  five  years  ago  he  came  home  worth  fnch  a  mint  of  money, 
that  they   fay   be  could    buy   out   half  the  gentry  of  the  country. 
Well !   1  have    heard,  that  when  things  got  fo  bad  here,  my  mif- 
trefs,  though  flie  could  not  prevail   on  my  mafler  to  do  it,  yet 
wrote  herfelf  to  this  Sowden,  to  defire  he  would  let  them  have  a 
loan  of   three  thoufand   pounds,  which  ilic  thought,  poor  lady ! 
would  have  put  things  to  rights  ;  but  he  had  the  bafenefs,  the  in- 
gratitude to  fend  her  a  rude  denial. — He  !  that  little  dirty  boy,  that 
owed  his  all  to  Mr.  jMarchmont's  bounty  (  and  now  he  has  had  the 
impudence  to  buy  part  of  that  efiatc  that  was  fold  by  the  affignees  I" 
Vol.  i.  p.  286. 


'  Before  they  went,  however,  INIrs.  INiofely  bade  her  obferve  a 
place  in  the  lofty  ceiling,  which  ilie  faid  was  a  fort  of  trap  door, 
communicating  with  the  private  clofet  that  belonged  to  the  apart- 
ments of  the  lady  of  the  houfe;  who,  in  days  when  vigilant  oeco- 
nomy  fuperintended  the  folemn  and  regulated  hofpitalitv  of  an  an- 
cient Englifli  kitchen,  was  accuftomcd  to  overlook  from  thence  the 
proceedings  of  her  don^efl:ics.  Reflcfting  on  the  different  ufagesi 
and  manners  of  the  prefent  time,  Althea  followed  her  infirm  guide 
through  thofe  parts  of  the  houfe  flie  liad  been  ufed  to,  to  otliers 
which  Hie  had  never  yet  vifited. 

'  The  way  was  through  a  long  paifage,  now  nearly  dark ;  for  the 
great  window  at  the  end  of  k  wiis  boarded,  and  the  door  that  lei 
itom  it  to^  the  piincipal  part  of  the  houfe  bricked  up ;  this  had  been 

done, 
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tJone,  that  the  range  of  uninhabited  rooms  might  be  confidered  as 
a  feparate  houfe,  and  might  not  be  liable  to  be  taxed  for  the  win- 
dows ;  the  fame  prudent  precaution,  to  avoid  the  window  tax,  had 
nearly  darkened  the  part  of  it  inhabited  by  Wansford.  But  on  the 
oppofite  fide  a  door  opened  \o  the  once-walled  court,  and  from 
thence  they  went  round  to  the  porch,  or  great  door,  which,  long 
nnaccuftomed  to  turn  on  its  malTv'  hinges,  had  been  opened  by 
V/ansforc^  for  their  reception.  Althea  now  found  herfelf  in  an  im- 
menfe  hall — "  Here,"  faid  her  condudrefs,  "  at  thefe  long  tables, 
which  though  of  oak  are  now  fo  much  decayed,  were  daily  afTeni- 
bled,  during  the  great  rebellion,  above  three  hundred  armed  men  ; 
they  were  difciplined,  clothed,  and  fed  by  fir  Armyn  IMarchmont, 
who  was  knighted  in  the  field  by  king  Charles  the  Firft ;  and  from 
hence  were  led  the  fifty  horfe,  who  juft  before  the  battle  of  Brad- 
dock  Down  went  out  againft  a  party  of  Cromwell's  army  that  ap- 
proached the  houfe;  and  the  brave  Edward  Marchniont,  the  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the  family,  fell  in  his  father's  park.  His  mother,  who 
doted  upon  him,  died  broken-hearted  a  few  months  afterwards ; 
and  from  that  time  they  fay  fir  Armyn  himfelf  never  feemed  to  en- 
joy life,  though  he  lingered  on  for  three  or  four  years,  and  conti- 
nued to  the  laft  to  defend  this  place,  and  keep  it  as  a  garrifan  for  the 
kinff. '' 

'  Allhea,  while  flic  liftened  to  this  detail,  compared  the  part  with 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  place  in  which  flie  flood.  No  loyal  and 
bufy  crowds  now  wore  the  ftone  pavement :  it  was  hiddei]  with 
mofs.  The  two  windows,  which  at  one  end  reached  from  the  ceil- 
ing'to  within  three  feet  of  the  floor,  were  partly  boarded  up  ;  the 
fame  glafs  yet  remained ;  but  through  the  broken  panes  the  ivy, 
which  luxuriantly  mantled  the  exterior  of  the  building,  had  made 
its  way,  and  was  advancing  to  line  the  broken  walls.  The  chim- 
ney, over  which  there  was  again  a  carving  in  oak  of  the  arms  of 
the  Marchmonts,  was  large,  even  in  proportion  to  the  room.  But 
inftead  of  blazing  now  with  hofpitable  fires,  it  was  a  receptacle  for 
the  ftore  of  turf  and  billets  which  Wansford  had  provided  for  the 
end  of  winter ;  and  in  feverai  other  parts  of  this  great  room  there 
were  piles  of  peat  put  there  to  dry,  and  of  bavins  and  brufti  wood. 
Nothing  could  give  a  ftronger  idea  of  defolation  than  this  gloomv 
apartment ;  with  it,  however,  the  adjoining  rooms,  into  which  it 
opened,  perfectly  correfponded.  "  The  lafl:  of  thefe,"  Mrs. 
Mofely  faid,  "  was  once  called  the  council-room  ;  a  name,"  add- 
ed file,  "  which  it  ftill  retained  in  my  late  honoured  mafler's  time, 
who  ufed  to  relate  with  pride  and  plcalure,  that  here  were  held  rhofe 
deliberations  by  the  fuccefs  of  which  the  queen  Henrietta  Maria 
efcaped  from  Exeter,  and  got  fafely  into  France.  And  above  is 
the  room  where  her  majefty  flept  for  three  nights.  This  houfe  too 
had  the  honour  of  receiving  the  prince  of  Wales  ;  when,  after  the 
tiattle  of  Nafcby,  he  was  forced  to  fly  to  concealment  in  the  Scilly 

T  2  ifltiuds, 
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iflands,  beyond  the  coaft  of  Cornwall.  That  fii2,ht  w^s  plannedj 
ill  this  council-room,  by  my  mafcer's  anceflor  and  fome  more  of 
his  faithful  fervants.^     Vol.  i.  p.  sSg.. 

We  wifli  our  limits  would  permit  us  to  follow  Althea 
and  her  conduftrefs  over  the  whole  houfe,  but  muft  content 
ourfelves  with  looking  into  the  apartment  of  the  father  o£ 
Marclimontj  the  hero  of  the  tale — 

*  Here,"  continued  Mrs.  ]>.Iofelv,  "  I  attended  him  in  that  Ion? 
illnefs,  which,  though  it  did  not  end  in  his  death  then,  yet  he  ne- 
ver knew  an.  hour's  health  afterwards.     All !  how  well  I  remember 
the  look,  the  voice  of  his  excellent  fon,  who  ufcd  to  remain  by 
hira  whole  hours  trying  to  raife  his  fpirits  and  comfoit  him  !   Then, 
when  the  fad  profpeft  was  too  mtich  for  bimfelf,  and  he  could  no: 
hide  his  fears  that  his-  father  would  be  dragged  away,  fick  as  he 
was,  to  prifon,  he  would  go,,  madam,-  into  this  clofet  to  conceal 
his  tears,  and    bade   me  to   tell  his-  father  he  was  writing  to  this 
friend  and  that  friend,  who  he  was  fure  would  aflifi:  them  ;  but  he 
was- fometimes  quite  loft  and  bewildered,  as  it  wtxe.,  in  thinking  of 
all  the   difficulties  and  troubles  that  furrounded  his  family.     Ht? 
would  lay  down  his  pen,  and,  croffing  his  arms  upon  an  old  wal- 
nut-tree writing  defk  that  ftood  juft  here,  would  remain  quite  like  a 
ftatue,  till  he  thought  his  father  might  want  him  ;  then  try  to  re- 
cover himftlf,  would  go  again  to  the  bed-fide  with  a  cheerful  coun- 
tenance.."    Vol.  i.  p.  304. 


Stemmata  Lathntatls  \  or  an  etymological  Latin  Dl^lonaryx,, 
tuber  ein  the  vjhole  Mcchatiifm  of  the  Latin  "longiie  is  methodi- 
cally and  confpicuoii/ly  exhibited^  upon  a  Plan  entirely  jieiVi. 
and  caladatsd  to  facilitate  the  Jlcquiftion^  as  well  as  to  imprefs 
the  Knovjlcdgey  of  ths.  Language  :  tvith  a<  Kcy^  or  an  Intro-^ 
duBion^  afcerraining'not  only  the  Originybut  the  Value,  of  the 
feveral  Terminations  cjid prcpofitive  Particles;  alfo  a  general 
Index  of  every  Latin  Derivative  and  Word  entering  jntt 
Compoftlon.  By  'Nicholas  Salmon^  Author  of  the  Complete 
Syjiem  of  the  French  LanguagCy  1^0.  2  Vols.  Zvo.  iL  lls.td. 
Boards.     Dilly.     1796. 

I  LEXICOGRAPHERS  of  the  Latin  tongue  have,  In  gene- 
-*^  val,  been  lefs  eager  to  difcover  and  demon (trate  the  aiFi=^ 
nlty  between  that  language  and  the    Greek,  than  to  trace  de- 
rivative words  to  thei.,r  primitives  in  the  fame  dialeft ;  but  the.' 
prefenf  writer  liu^  {Itidiouily  inveftigated  their  remote  origin 
in  the  Greek  language.     His  work,  therefore,  is  not  deftitute- 
of  novelty,  and  if  it   fliouid  appear  to  be  well  executed,  it 
claims,  in  a  forcible  manner^,  the  public  attention  and  re-r 
gard. 

The- 
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The  origin  of  the  Latin  tongue  is  difputed  by.  etymologifls 
and  antiquaries.  Many  have  referred  it  to  the  Celtic,  or  that 
which  was  fpoken  by  the  defcendants  of  Gomer.  But  others 
have  derived  it  from  that  of  the  Goths  or  Scythians,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Greek.  This  conclafion  is  fupported  by 
flronger  grounds. than  the  advocates  of  the  former  opinion 
can  allege  ;  and  iL  derives  additioaaJ  force  (rom  the  labours  af 
.Mr.  Salmon. 

The  Introdu£lion  to  this  work  confifls  of  three  parts.  In 
the  hrfi:,  Jpec'rfical  terminations  are  difcuii'ed.  The  author  be- 
gins this.  p,<rt  with  a  remark  which  is  not  well-founded.  *  The 
moft  rational  philofophcrs  maintain  (he  fays)  that  the  noun. 
.Is  the  only  fort  of  words  from  which  ail  .ethers  are  derived." 
That  the  noun  was  firft  invented,  we  have  no  doubt;  but  it 
'Cannot,,'we: think,  be  juitly  faid  that  all  other  fpecies  of  words 
were  derived  from  that  pare  of  fpeech.  When  man  had. 
given  a  denomination  to  various  .objecls  of  hght,  v/hether 
animate  qr  inanimate,  he  \vould,  it  may- be  fuppofed,  pro- 
cztdi^tg iorm  exprefiions  for  acts,  rnotions,  or  other  circum- 
■fiances.  For' iuftance,  when  he  had  aihgned  a  name  to  any 
living  creature,  he  would  have  occailon  to  fpeak  of  fomething 
which  that  animal  did  ox  fujf'sred;  and  it  is  not  probable  that 
'he  would  derive,  from-  the  noun  or  name^  fuch  words  as  iie 
•intended  to  apply  to  the  defignation  of  particular  incitierfts, 
■for  which  original  words  would  be  as  requifite  as  for  the  name 
atfelf.  Thfi  noun  and  the  verb,  therefore,  rather  than  the 
noun  alone,  ?nay  be  conCdered  as  the  parts  -of  i^eech  frona 
which  otiiers  are  deduced. 

The  various  terminatioris  of  Latin  words  formed  frcifi 
riou5\s,  verbs,  and  adjetfives,  are  accurately  fpecified  and  de- 
fined by -our  author;  and  he  has  traced  them  to  their  refpec- 
tivc  origins,  as  far  as  his  knov/ledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
tongues,  unaffifled  by  an  acquaintance  with  the  Gotliic  lan- 
guage., would  enable  him. 

He  regards  the  termination  bills  as  a  contrafiion  of  habiUs^ 
and  His  as  a  further  contraftion  ;  but  the  latter  opinion  is  in- 
compatible with  the  original  introduction  of  i!:s  into  habilis.' 
"^Ihis  word  is  clearly  derive<l  from  habeo^  eo  being  changed  in- 
to His ;  which  termination,  therefore,  mufl  have  been  in  ufe 
before  any  contraction  v«'as  formed  from  hub'dis. 

He  juftly  accounts  for  the  fupines  by  reprefcnting  that 
which  ends  in  um  as  merely  the  acculative  of  a  verbal  noun 
in  us  (with  a  prepofition  underllood),  and  the  other  as  the 
ablative  cafe.  He  derives  ics^  in  paupeiics  and  Ibme  other 
■words  from  5£.y,  v*'hich  fignifics  both  /  am  snd  /  go ;  and  he 
refers  itics  (in  fepiilics)  to  ito-,  a  frequentative  of  eo.  Tlie 
la:minaticii  bukim^  be  thinks,  was  formed  ixoiw  ^«!A?a);  and 
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icus  from  imu.  Thefe  dedu£lions  are  more  plauHble  than 
that  of  the  comparative  or  from  o^o;,  a  hill,  and  many  others 
•which  he  has  hazarded. 

Spccifical  prcpojitions  or  particles  are  briefly  examined  in  the 
fecond  pan  of  the  Introdu£lion.  As  there  are  feveral  which 
cannot  be  traced  to  Greek  roots,  the  author  has  not  attempted 
to  difpiay  the  origin  of  all.  The  third  part  comprehends, 
among  other  particulars,  a  variety  of  etymologies  omitted  in 
the  ■work  ;  and,  in  thefe,  he  principally  follows  the  authority 
of  the  ingenious  count  de  Gebelin. 

A  furvey  of  the  body  of  the  work  will  be  properly  intro- 
duced by  fome  fpecimens  of  the  plan. 

jidgo  and  its  derivations  (from  the  Greek  ayw)  yet  thus  ex-^ 
hibited — 


*  Ago,  cgi,  a£lum 

/  do  or  a^ — drive,  or  move,   or 

Cic.  Virg. 

li'ad — plead —  7nin(i 

Plin.  Ter. 

ciViCviAago 

I  drive  or  go  round 

Liv. 

0 

I  drive  in 

Apul. 

TEKago 

I  drive  to  the  end — -finijk> — com- 

Piaut. Cic. 

plete 

PRjETER(7O0 

T  drive  on  or  beyond 

Hor. 

BETROil^a 

I  ivithdraxVf  retire 

Plin. 

SKI  ago 

I  am  kufy   or    careful — /   h.are 
enough  to  do 

Ter. 

AGE,   agedum,    or 

agite,  &i.c. 

come  on^  go  on-^ — ■zyf//,  ivell 

Cic. 

/TRESIS  {for  age  (i 

vis) 

go  to,  come  on 

Cic.  - 

AB\go,egi.a(5lum 

I  put  to  fight,   drive  aivay 

Ca?f.  Cic. 

iiVigo 

I  puf  or  drive  in 

Cic.   Plin, 

AH^'tgo 

I  am  in  doubt 

Cic. 

JLXigO 

I  drive   out  or  require — -finifh — 

Cic.  Hor. 

proportion 

Liv. 

l-slgo 

I  drive  in 

Varr. 

PROD/jfO 

I  drive  forth  or  lavifk 

Sail. 

SED/Vo  (eu,  ad,  in, 

I  reduce— drive  or  bring  hack 

Cic. 

fub) 

Liv. 

SVBigO 

T force  or  bring  under — fJiove  or 

Catul. 

dig  up 

Liv. 

PRofub/^o 

I  throia  up,  hammer^ /lamp,  heat 

Virg, 

TRANs/^9 

I  thrujl  through  or  pierce — travj- 
aa,  finft. 

Tacit. 

TR  ANS^d/Vp 

0 

I pnfs  or  ptcrce  through 

Virg. 

coGo    {/or  coigo), 

I  force,  colled,  compel — rejlrain 

Cic.  Liv.' 

-ej'jj-adtum 

Vol.  i.  p.  I 

Many  other  words  proceeding  from  the  fame  root  are  added, 
explained,  and  aitefted  by  claffical  authorities. 

*  Par, 
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'^Pap^  p;;ns 

(from 

even    (in   tniffibtr) — adeqz 

late 

to, 

Cic. 

Trap:},) 

or   capable  of- — mutual^ 

corre- 

Virg. 

fl>onc{ent^   Sec. 

C  0  vipar 

equal,   matched  alike 

LiV. 

T>  I  spar 

unequal,   different 

Cic. 

I  hipnr 

unequal,    unlike,   odd 

Virg. 

paithis 

like,   equal,  fuitable 

Ov. 

paro 

I  regidate,  prepare,   &c. 

L.ncr.  Yir. 
Cic. 

Wfaro 

A' 

/  provide  or  get  ready. 

Cic. ' 

Vol.  ii,  p.  252 

Thefe  words  form  only  a  fmall  proportion  of  the  derivatives 
from  par. 

Speaking  of  the  etymology  of  aftmo.,  this  writer  fays ; 
*  inftead  of  coming  from  sij  tj^cj,  perhaps  thno  is  a  mere  ter- 
mination added  to  <s?i.'  But  it  is  much  more  probable  that 
Tf/zw  is  the  root  of  it,  than  that  a  particle  uticonne£led  with 
the  fenfe  (hould  have  been  added  to  ^f  j,  for  the  mere  extenfioii 
of  the  word.  A^leliory  he  thinks,  arofe  from  a.yi.zvmv  or  apt-vvuvy 
but  this  conje£lure  wiJI  not  extort  our  afient.  — Ke  derives 
canis  from  Havax,v,  a  clear  or  fliriil  found  ;  a  deduction  which 
is  highly  improbable.  The  obvious  root  is  kvxv.  Careo  (he 
fays)  'comes  perhaps  from  arspico,  I  am  deprived,  I  want;'  but 
the  difference  of  the  lirft  fyilable  fecms  too  confidcrable  to 
warrant  the  opinion,  thc'Ugh  the  fignificatiori  of  each  vv^ord 
would  give  weight  to  the  fuppofiiiion.  Here  we  may  obferve, 
that  anpeoo  is  mif-tranflatedj  as  it  implies,  I  deprive^  not  I  am 
deprived. 

Of  the  various  origins  affigned  to  clades,  Mr.  Salmon  is  un-^ 
certain  which  he  fhould  prefer  ;  but  xXaa  feems  to  have  the 
befl  claim.  He  is  alfo  doubtful  v.'ith  regar.d  to  the  choice  of 
Kxhiu  or  K'/^x^u,  as  the  root  of  clamo:  the  latter  appears  to  ug 
to  merit  the  preference.  An  attempt  which  he  has  made  to 
trace  ccslcb^,  is  not  more  fuccefsful  than  tliat  of  Donacus ; 
and  his  meaning  is  not  only  ludicrous,  but  is  awkwardly  ex- 
prefl'ed.  This  word  is  fuppofed  to  proceed  (he  oblerves)  '  from 
xciTw,  a  bed,  and  aeittw,  I  want  or  have  not  :  but,  if  huTrca  has 
any  thing  to  do  here,  why  (liould  not  ccc'cbs  be  for  «o(AoA£i4'| 
rather  than  tor  «0iTK?.£i4'  .'*  and,  indeed-  Koi'kov  meaning  a  liole, 
a  cavity,  we  may  lay  that  a  fmgle  man  is  not  wlih.out  a  bed, 
but  lacks  a  cavity.' 

Not  fatisfied  v/Ith  the  ordinary  dedu£lion  of  cxipjius,  h? 
conjeiStures  that  it  may  have  been  formed  from  emra,  i  adorn, 
(an  obfolete  verb)  :  but  this  idea  is  abfurd ;  for  iKr  derivation 
of  the  word  from  emo,  the  root  of  eximo.,  is  too  clear  to  be  a 
difputable  point.    He  might  have  foimd  fufiicicnt  employment 
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for  Ills  conje^lural  fagacity,  in  endeavouring  to  trace  doubtful 
expreffions,  without  aiming  at  etymological  innovation  in 
clear  cafes.  The  Greek  origin  of  ^mo  is  lefs  certain.  It  is 
fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  e/^oj,  mine-y  but  we  cannot  al- 
together acquiefce  in  that  opinion. 

Equus  is  reprefented  as  flowing  from  inovaiog,  voluntary,  a 
derivative  of  saniv,  ailing  readily  and  willingly  ;  as  '  the  horfe, 
from  his  being  fo  manageable^  may  be  faid  to  a£t  fponiane- 
oully.'  This  derivation  is  ridiculous  ;  and  that  oi  fcUx  from 
'/'7Mia,  vigour  of  age,  or  from  -yjAil,  of  the  fame  age,  is  fcarcely 
more  probable,  nor  is  any  approbation  due  to  the  opinion 
which,  refers  lucfoy  to  Mi^rOog,  Izii. 

In  a  long  note,  our  grammarian  controverts  the  fentinients 
of  Feflus  and  Servius,  who  confid^r  mado  and  maiius  as  ab- 
breviations of  magis  auflo  zrx^magh  aiitlus.  He  will  not  aliosv 
that  the  primary  iignificatlon  of  mado  is  I  increafe  ;  or  that  it 
was  transferred  to  the  idea  of  facrificing,  becaufefrankinc'enfe 
and  wine  were  poured  upon  the  vi£lim  before  that  ceremony. 
On  the  contrary,  he  thinks  that  the  original  meaning  of  the 
f  erb  in  queflion  was  /  ktll^  or  /  facrificc^  and  that  the  meta-r 
phoricai  or  figurative  acceptations  of  it  are,  I  overload  or  jill^ 
cve7'vjljcim-i  Influence  or  move.     He  interprets  the  phrafe,  mac^ 
ills  ejio  hoc  facrijiciOi  not  as  intimating,  '  may  this  facrifice  add 
to  thy  glory  and  honor,'  but  as  implying,  '  mayefl  thou  be  in- 
:Buenced   or  moved  by  this  facrifice  :'   and,    with  regard  to 
'  mafie  {cflo)  nova  viriutc,  puer^  he  aflcs,  *' Why  (hould  it  not 
mean,,  be  ailuated  by  frefh  courage,  my  boy,"  rather  than, 
**  Go  onr  as  you  have  begun,''  as  if  is  commonly  interpreted  ?* 
Thefe   fuggeftions  are  plaufible :  and  there  feems  to  be  fome 
foundation  for  deducing  ma^o  from  /xaaau  or  ^arrw,  I  brcak^ 
Jubdiie-y   8c c. 

Many  of  our  etymological  readers,  we  believe,  will  difpute 
the  radical  reference  of  mare  to  apocoy  I  plough ;  of  mas  to 
Apviy  Mars,  or  apou ;  of  milvus  to  //eiXi^oj,  gentle  ;  of  muUer 
to  /j.vaXu,  ufed  in  an  obfcene  fenfe  ;  of  nuncio  to  wv  and  xia), 
I  march  ;  of  oculus  to  aKijg  and  \aa  ;  of  pravus  to  Qpci^vi;:,  of 
proprius  to  cfr^fw,  ufed  in  the  fenfe  of  cutting  or  fawing  afun-r 
Atr.  Other  unfatisfaftory  deduftions  might  be  enumerated  i 
but  fuch  will  occur  in  every  >vork  of  the  kind. 

Notwithflanding  partial  objeclions,  tliis  i?,  ii^on  the  whole, 
a  valuable  performance  ;  and  it  will  not  only  tend  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  puerile  fludent,  but  will  be  found  ufeful 
even  to  perfons  of  mature  age  and  of  refpedable  claflicai 
attainments. 
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ji  Rejidence  In  France,  during  the  Tears  1792,  1793,  1794, 
fijtd  1795  ;  defcribed  in  a  Scries  of  Letters  from  an  Engiijh 
Lady:  ivith  general  and  incidental  Remarks  on  the  French- 
Charailer  and  Alanners.  Prepared  fr  the  Prefs  by  fohn 
Gifford^  Efq.  Author  of  the  Hijiory  of  France^  Letter  to 
Lord  Lauderdale^  i^c.  2  Fols.  Svo.  1 4^.  fewed.  Long- 
man.     1797. 

TX7HO  John  GifFord,  efq.  may  be,  we  pretend  not  to 
know  ;  nor  can  it  be  of  great  confequence  to  the  public 
to  inquire.  We  only  know  that  under  tliis  name  was  pub- 
lifiied  fome  time  ago  (we  believe  in  numbers)  a  ca^ch-penny 
hiftory  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI  K  the  whole  of  the  latter 
period  of  which  was  printed  verbatim  from  the  Impartial  Hif- 
tory of  the  French  Revolution,  and  the  New  Annual  Regif- 
ter.  We  have  feen  fimilar  publications  under  the  name  of 
William  Auguilus  Clarendon,  efq.  Charles  Henry  Temple, 
efq.  &c.  &c. 

Admitting  Mr-  Gifrord,  however,  not  to  be  a  fictitious 
perfonage,  but  fome  aftual  inhabitant  of  thofe  regions  where 
books  are  commonly  manufactured,  ftill  the  publication  before 
us  appears  under  extremely  fufpicious  circumftances.  The 
name  or  ntuation  of  the^  real  author  is  not  fo  much  as  hinted 
at ;  that  author  is  a  Wy,  as  if,  becaufe  mifs  Williams  has 
written  well  and  fuccefsfuUy  upon  that  fubjeft,  none  but  a 
lady  could  write  on  the  French  revolution.  The  publication 
confifts  of  a  ferles  of  letters,  which,  it  is  alTerted  in  the  Pre- 
face, '  were  written  exactly  in  the  fituations  they  defcribc, 
and  remain  in  their  original  (late ;'  yet  v/e  know  that  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  period  which  is  pretended  to  be  de- 
fcribed here,  it  was  impollible,  from  the  circumftances  of  ths 
two  nations,  that  any  epiftolary  correfpondence  fhould  be 
maintained  between  France  and  this  country  ; — and  after  all, 
thefe  letters,  '  moft  of  which  remain  in  their  orif^inal  ftate/ 
were,  gentle  reader,  prepared  for  the  pre/shy  John  GifFord,  efq. 

If  it  is  ever  of  importance  that  publications  fhould  be  well 
authenticated,  and  fupported  by  the  bell  poffible  teftimony 
that  can  be  procured,  it  is  when  they  relate  to  great  political 
tadts,  in  which  even  the  interefts  of  nations  require  that  there 
Ihould  be  no  deception.  The  hiftorian,  who  Ihould  compile 
from  fuch  a  publication  as  tliis,  deflicute  of  the  fanftion  of 
official  authority, — often  without  the  names  of  perfons  or 
places,  or  thefe  fupplied  only  by  blanks,— and  deflitute  of 
even  that  degree  of  refponfibility  which  is  giyen  by  the  au- 
thor's name  being  prefixed  to  it,  v/ould  be  grofsly  negligent 
in  his  duty  :  and  certainly  no  man,  who  for  his  own  fatisfac- 
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iion  wiOies  to  inform  bimfelf  properly  refpe^Hiig  the  afiairs  of 
France,  ought  to  receive  evidence  as  authentic,  which  an  his- 
torian would  reje£l.  If  we  are  to  rt-ad  romances,  if  the 
marvellous  be  our  objeiSl,  let  us  at  once  have  recourfe  to 
Amadis  of  Gaul,  cr  Don  Behanus  of  Greece,  or  to  the  Hill 
luore  enchanting  fKflions  of  the  Myiteries  of  Udolpho,  or 
the  Romance  of  the  Forell. 

As  Mr.  Giffbrd  is  the  refponfible  perfon  on  this  occafion,. 
}?t  us  fee  from  his  Preliminary  Remarks  how  far  his  own  evi- 
eience  or  information  is   to  be  depended  on.     He  intimates, 
p.  viij.  on  the  pretended  authority  of  a  letter  from  France,  that' 
the  prefent  direftorv  intend  to  perpetuate  their  own   _*)wer, 
sud  not  to  ele£l  a  new  member  at  the  time  appointed  by  the 
conflitution. — Now  we  are  not  over  partial  to  the  French  di- 
rectory, nor  do  we  pretend  to  fay  what  they  will  do  ;  but  as 
we  recoliecl  the  time  appointed  for  the  changing  of  one  of 
the   members  of  the  directory,  was   March   1797,  *^^  tin-iQ 
'when  the  third  of  the  iegi!latur,i  is  changed  ;  and  if  at  rhat 
time  \\\tyJhould  happen  to  chufe  a  new  member  of  the  direc- 
tory, Mr.   Gilford's  authority  will  then  not  be  of  much  vali- 
dity.    Again,  in   the  fame  page,  Mr.  GifFord  roundly  afferts 
that  ^  more  than  a  hundred  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Faris'  are  paid  and   tcgijlcred  fpks  of  the  diredlory ;  and  yet 
Jie  eflinrates  the  ^  whole  population  of  Paris,'  men,  ijcomoiy 
and  children.,  at  only  6oo,000 — Rlfum  fencatis  ?     At  this  rate 
every  man  in  Paris  muft,  upon  the  common  principles  of  po- 
litical arithmetic,  be  a  fpy  of  the  diretlory  !  Now  if  Mr.  Gif- 
ford  had  written  to  prove  the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the 
prefent  government,  what  could  he  have  written  more  flrong- 
Jy,  than  that  every  yp.'^n  In  London  was  a  fpy  of  the  minilkr  ? 
for  fj->ies  mud  neceflarily  be  attached    to   their  employers. 
Again,  for  one  lettre  de  cachet  ilTued  under  the  old  govern- 
vnentj  a  (/iot^fand  m:indc\ts  of  arreft  are  ifllied  by  the  direilory. 
— This  hardly,  however,  agrees  with   the    accounts   of   the 
}axtty  of  their  government,  the  frequent  eonfpiracies,  and  the 
efcape  of  all  the  principal  confpirators ;  and  we  much  quef- 
ticu  whether,  under  the  execrable  tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  the 
proportion  was  a  thayjand  to  one.    yf  thou  [and  \%  a  large  v\'ord  ; 
but  Mr.  GifFord  might  as  well  put  it  down  as  any  other  num- 
ber.    But  what  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  a  writer  who 
in  the  fame  publication  contradi^ls  himfelf  .^  for  at  the  e::d  of 
this  curious  preliminary  dillertation,  we  ^xwiS.  a  fiat  difavowai 
of  what  he  had  faid  in  the  beginning  of  it,  and  an  admiifion, 
tlv.it  a  decree  had  i>een  actually  palled  for  the  partial  renewal 
of  the  dire£lory  in  March  I797« 

T\iz  work  has  every  appearance  of  being,  in  part  at  leaft, 
compof^d  after  the  events  to  which  it  relates.     Every  thii;g  is 

foretold 


EngUJh  Lady*s  Rejidencc  in  Frayice.  267 

foretold  exaiSVly  as  it  happened ;  the  refle£tions  are,  moft  of 
them,  fuch  as  would  be  made  at  prefeiit,  and  in  England,  rather 
than  in  France,  and  at  the  moment  of  a  revolution  which  has 
mocked  all  human  forefight;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  an- 
ecdotes arc  thofe  which  have  repeatedly  appeared  in  the  newf- 
papers  and  other  periodical  publications. 

The  event  of  the  iiege  of  Lille,  the  decline  of  the  Girondc 
party,  the  defection  of  Dumouri<-z,  the  defeat  of  the  Fede-  • 
ralifts,  &C,  &c.  are  all  regularly  foretold  by  this  prophetefs. 
There  is,  however,  no  new  light  whatever  thrown  on  the 
well-known  events  of  the  revolution — The  horrors  of  the  lOth 
of  Auguft,  and  of  the  fecond  of  September,  the  murder  of 
the  king,  the  injuflice  of  the  jol-difant  philofophers  of  France 
to  the  clergy,  and  their  abominable  intolerance,  are  fpoken  of 
in  proper  terms  of  abhorrence  :  but  nothing  new  is  difcovered 
upon  thefe  fubje£ls.  M.  Taleyrand  and  M.  Chauvelin  arc 
accufed  of  intriguing  with  the  linglifh  people,  but  not  the 
(hadow  of  a  proof  is  advanced  in  favour  of  the  accufation. 
In  fome  inftr.nces  the  allertiuns  are  contradidted  by  the  fa£ls. 
— Thus  the  letter-writer  repearediy  mentions  the  extreme  and 
unconquerable  reludlance  of  the  young  men  to  engage  in  the 
military  fervice  \  but  how  doer,  thi?  agree  with  that  extrava- 
gant enthufialm  w!ilch  every  othcer  has  remarked  as  actuating 
the  French  ariiiies  ? 

The  political  part  of  thefe  volumes  is  therefore  of  little  Im- 
portance ;  and  the  want  of  authLnticity  mud  indeed  have  ren- 
dered it  ufelefs,  were  the  fafts  more  interelting.  They  con- 
tain, however,  foine  lively  ohfervadons  on  the  manners  of  the 
French  •,  yet  thefe  feem  rather  the  manners  of  the  people  be- 
fore the  revolution  than  fnice. — There  are  alfo  fcattered 
through  the  volumes  fome  good  remarks  on  the  opprefTive 
evils  of  paper  currency,  a  few  of  which,  as  adapted  to  the 
prefent  crifis,  and  as  they  may  teach  us  how  to  avoid  the  mif- 
chiefs  into  which  our  neighbours  have  fallen,  we  fhall  felecl 
— By  thefe  it  will  appear  that  paper  money  is  the  certain  fore- 
runner of  fcarcity,  and  too  often  of  ,jnfurrc6tion.  The  hor- 
rid tyranny  exercifed  by  the.  agents  of  Robefpierre,  appears 
indeed,  in  many  inllances,  to  have  proceeded  from  a  fliocking 
receflity  of  fupporting  by  force  and  punilhment  the  credit  of 
their  paper — 

*  You,  my  t-ear ,  who  live  in  a  land  of  pounds,  fliiHings, 

and  pence,  can  fcarcc!y  form  au  idea  ai  our  enibarraflments 
th''ough  the  want  of  ttiLm.  'Tis  true,  thefe  are  petty  evils  ;  but 
whfu  you  confider  that  they  happen  every  day,  and  every  hour, 
and  that,  if  they  a;e  nut  very  fevious,  they  ore  very  frequent,  you 
will  rejoice  in  the  fpncndour  of  tour  national  credit,  vvhich  pro^r 
1  cures 
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cures  vou  all  the  accommodation  of  paper  currency,  without  diml-  ' 
iiifliin*'  the  circulation  of  Ipecie.  Our  only  currency  here  is  alTi-  ^ 
ofuats  of  ^livrcs,  50,  100,  200,  and  upwards :  therefore  in  making  4 
purchafes,  you  muil  accouunodaje  your  wants:to  the  value  of  your ; 
.affignat,  or  you  muft  owe  the  fliopkeeper,  or  the  fl:!opke«per  muft  » 
owe  you;  and,  in  fliorr,  as  an.  old  woman  allured  me  to-day,^ 
■«'  c'eit  de  quoi  faire  perdre  la  Dete,"  and,  if  it  lafted  Jong,,  it  would 
be  the  death  o-f '.her.'     Vol.  i.    p.  7.  •;•' 


*  I  d-oubt  not  but  the  paper  may  hav-e,  had  fome  fnare  in  alienat-;' 
ino-the  minds  of  the  people  from  the  revolution.  Whejiever  I  want  • 
to  purchafe  apy  thing,  the  v-ender  ufually  anfwers  my  queftion  bjy..> 
another,  and  with  a  rueful  kind  of  tone  enquires,  '•  en  papier,  ma-*.j 
dame  r''-— and 'the  bargain  concludes  vvith  a  mehnchofy  refieftioa  * 
GO.  the  har^nefs  of  the  rimes.'     Vol.  i.   p.  9.  ■}. 

*  I  believe  in  general  the  farmers  are  the  people  moil  contented  .' 
"R-ith  the  revolution,  and  indeed  they  have  rei.fon  tp  be  fo ;  for  at* 
nrefent  they  refufe  to  fell  their  corn  uni.efs  for  money,  while  they  .i. 
pay  their  rent  in  afiignats ;  and  farms  being  for- the  moft  part  Div- 
leafes,  the  objections  of  tf.e  landlord  to  this  kind  of  payment  are  off 
210  avail.'     Vol.  i.   p.  11.  -  ^ 

The  evils  here  ftated  are  trifiing  in  comparifon  with  what; 
afterwards  happened  — 

*  The  commercial  and  political  evils  of  a  vafi  circulation  of  af-- 
fignats  have  been  often  difculTed,  but  I  have  never  yet  known  the., 
•mattef"  confidered  in  what  is,  perhaps,  its  moft  ferious  point  of  view.! 
— I   mean  its  influence  on   the   habits  and    morals  of  the  people.* 
Wherever  I  go,  efpecially  in  large  towns  like  this,  the  mifchief  is 
.evident,  and,  I  fear,  irremediable.     That  cecpnomy,   which  was 
one  of  the  moft  valuable  characteriftics  of  the  French,  is  now  com- 
paratively difregardcd.     The  people,  who  receive  what  they  earn  in 
»  currency  they  hold  in  contempt,  are  more  anxious  to  fpend  thaii 
to  fave  ;  and  thofe  v\'ho  formerly  hoarded  Jix  UanU  or  tivelvefoU  ■ 
pieces  with   great  care,  would  think  it  folly  to  hoard  an,..«rugnat, 
whatever  its  nominal  value.      Hence  the  lower  ciafs  of  females  dif-. 
fipate  their  wages  on  ufelefs  finery  ;  men  frequent  public-houfes,r 
and  game  for  larger  fums   than  before;  httle  fliop-keepers,  infiead.' 
«f  amaffing  their   profits,  become   more   luxurious  in  their  table  j; 
public  places  are  always  full ;  and   thofe  who  ufed,  in  a  drefs  be- 
coming their   ftation,  to   occupy  the  '•   parquet"   or  "  parterre,'* 
now,  decorated  with  pafte,  pins,  gauze,  and  galloon,  fill  the  bo'x-' 
es  ; — and  all  this  dertru<£l;ive   prodigality   is  excufed  to  others  and\ 
themfelves  "par  ce  que  ce  n'eft  que  du  papier." — It  is  vain  tt» : 
perfuade   them  to   oeconomize   what   they  think  a  few  weeks  niay 
re^nder  valuelefs ;  and  fuch  is  th,e  evil  of  a  circulation  fo  totally  dif. 
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Gredlted,  that  profiifion  alTumes  the  nicrir  of  precaution,  extrava- 
pance  the  plea  of  neceffity,  and  thofe  who  were  not  lavifh  by  habit 
become  To  through  their  eagernefs  to  part  wich  their  paper.     The 
•buried  (xold  and  filver  will  again  be  brought  forth,  and  the  mer- 
chant and  the  politician  forget  the  mifchief  of  the  aflignats.     But 
what  can  compenfate  for  the  injury  done  to  the  people?     What  h- 
to  rellore  their  ancient  frugality,  or   banifli  their  acquired   wants  ? 
It  is  not  to  be  expelled  that  the  return  of  fpecie  will  dimiaifh  the- 
inclination  for  luxury,  or  that  the  human  mind  can  be  regulated 
bv  the  national  finance;  on  die  contrary,  it. is  rather  to  be  feared^ 
that  habits  of  expence  which  owe  their  introdudioii   to  the  paper 
will  remain  when  the   paper  is   annihilated  ;  that,  though  money 
mav  becom.e  more  fcarce,  the  propenfities  of  which  it  fupplics  the 
indulo^ence  will  not   be  lefs  forcible,  and  that  thofe  who  have  no 
other  refources  for  their  accuftomed  gratifications  will  but  too  oft«;u- 
find  one  in  the  facrifice*o£  their  integrity. — Thus,  the  corruption 
of  manners  will  be  fucceeded  by  tlie  corruption  of  morals,  and  the 
diftionedv  of  one  fex,  with  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  other,  prodiifc 
confequences  much  worfe  than  any  imagined  by  the  abftraftcd  cal- 
culations of  the  politician^  or   the  felfifli  ones  of  the  merchant.. 
Ao-e  will  be  often  without  folace,  ficknefs  without  alleviation,  and 
infancy  without  fupport ;  becaufe  fome  would  not  amafs  for  thera- 
(elves,  nor  others  for  their  children,  the  profits  of  their  labour  in  a 
reprefentatlve  figii  of  uncertain  value.'     VoL  i.  p.  C31. 

*  The  great  folicitude  of  the  people  is  now  rather  about  their 
phyfical  exiftence  than  their  political  one — provifions  are  becon;i3 
•  enormoufly  dear,  and   breid   very  fcarce :  cur  fervants  often  wait: 
two  hours  at  the  baker's,  and  then  return  without  bread  for  break- 
faft.     I   hope,  however,  tlie  fcarcity   is   rather  artificial  than  real. 
It  is  ofenerally   fiippoftd  to   be  occafioned   by  the  unvvilllngnefs  of 
the  farmers  to  fell  their  corn  for  paper.     Some  meafures  have  beea 
adopted  with  an  intention  of  remedying  this  evil,  though  the  ori- 
gin of  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of  decrees.     It  originates  in  that  dif~ 
truft  of  government  which  reconciles  one  part  of  the  community 
to  ftarving  the  other,  under  the  idea  of  felf-prefervation.     While 
every  individual   perfifls  in   eftablidiing   it  as  a   maxim,  that  any 
thing  is  better  than  affignats,  we  muft  expeft  that  all  things  will  be 
difficiik  to  procure,  and,  of  courfe,  bear  a  iiigh  price.     I  fear,  all 
the  empyricifm  of  the  legiflature  cannot  produce  a  noftrum  for  this 
want  of  faith.     Dragoons  and  penal  laws  only  "  linger  and  linger 
it  out ;"  the  difeafe  is  incurable.'     Vol,  i.  p.  272, 


*  Thus  the  arbitrary  emiflion  of  paper  has  been  ncceflarily  fol- 
lowed by  flill  more  arbitrary  decrees  to  fupport  it.  For  inflance — 
the  people  have  been  obliged  to  fell  their  corn  at  a  ftated  price, 
which  has  ueaiii  beea  the  fouice  of  various  and  general  vcxatior*?. 
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The  farmers,  irritated  by  this  meafure,  concealed  their  grain^  of 
fold  it  privately,  rather  than  bring  it  to  market. — Hence,  fome  vvere 
fupplied  with  bread,  and  others  abfoluteiy  in  want  of  it.  This  was 
remedied  by  the  interference  of  the  military,  and  a  general  fearch 
for  corn  has  taken  place  in  all  houfes  without  exception,  in  order 
to  difcover  if  any  was  fecrcted  ;  even  our  bedchambers  were  exa- 
mined on  this  occafion  :  but  we  begin  to  be  fo  accuftomed  to  the 
vijite  domiciliai;  t,  thai  we  find  oiirfelves  fiiddenly  furrounded  by  the 
garde  tiationale^  without  being  greatly  alarmed.'     Vol,  i.  p.  281. 

*  When  the  creation  of  sflignats  was  firfl:  propofed,  much  inge- 
nuity was  employed  in  cnnjeftiiring,  and  much  eloquence  difplaycd 
in  expatiating  upon,  the  various  evils  that  might  refult  from  them  ; 
vet  the  genius  of  party,  however  ufually  fuccefsful  in  gloomy  per- 
lbc(fi:ive,   did   not  at  that  tlu'.e  imagine  half  the  inconvenience  this 
meafure  was  fraught  with.     It  was  eafy,  indeed,  to  forefee,  that  an 
immenfe  circulation  of  paper,  like  any  other  currency,  muft  aug- 
ment the  price  of  everv  thing;  but  the  exceffive  difcredit  of  the 
affignats,  operating  acceHarily  to  their  quantity,  has  produced  a  train 
of  collateral  effeflsof  greater  magnitude  than  even  thofe  that  were- 
originally  apprehended.     Within  the  laft  twelve  months  the  whole 
country  are    become   monopolizers — the  defire  of  realizing  has  fo 
pofleiTed  all  degrees   of  people,   that  there  is  fcarcely  an  article  of 
tonfumption  which  is  not  bought  up  and  fecreted.     One  would 
really  fuppofe  that  nothing  was  perifliable  but  the  national  credit— 
the  noble,  the   merchant,  the  fhopkeeper,  all    who  have  affignats, 
engage  in   thefe  fpeculations,  and  the  ncceffities   of  our  diffipatcd 
heirs  do   not  drive   them    to  refourccs   for  obtaining  money  more 
•whimdcal  than  the  commerce  now  praftifed   here  to  get  rid  of  it. 
J  know  a   beau   who  has  converted  his  hypotheque  on  the  national 
domains  into  train  oil,   and   a   oeneral   who   has  aiven  thefe  "  airv 
nothings"  the   fubftance  tind  form  of  hemp  and  leather  !    Goods 
purchafed  from  fuch  motives  are  .not  as  you  m.ay  conceive  fold  till 
the  temptation  of  an  exorbitant  profit  feduces  the  proprietor  to  rifk 
a  momentary  pofTeflion  of  allignats,  which  are  again  difpofed  of  in 
a  fimilar  way.     Thus  many  neceflaries  of  life  are  withdrawn  from 
circulation,  and  when  a  real  fcarcity  enfues,  they  are  produced  to  the 
people,  charged  with  all  the  accumulated  gains  of  thefe  intermediate 
barters.'     Vol.  i.  p.  317. 

The  following  obfervations  on  jurifprudence,  we  think,  ferve 
to  ftrengtheii  our  doubts  refpefting  the  afl'umed  fex  of  the  au- 
thor ;  they  are  however  good ;  arid  dangerous  as  rafh  innovation 
undoubtedly  is,  he  mull  have,  ■  r;e  cf  the  fpiiit  of  an  Englifh- 
man,  who  would  fear  a  fimila:  ^   :  .rm.  in  our  judicial  proceedings. 

*  It  will  be  fome  confolation  to  the  French^  if  from  the  wreck  of 
their  civil  liberty,  they  be  ablt-  to--pre-ft.'rve  the  vciode  of  adminifter- 
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ing  juftice  ss  efrabliflied  by  the  conrtitution  of  1789.  Were  I  not 
warranted  by  the  beft  information,  I  fliould  not  venture  an  opinion 
on  the  fubjedl  without  much  diffidence,  but  chance  has  afforded  me 
opportunities  that  do  not  often  occur  to  a  ftranger,  and  the  new 
code  appears  to  me,  in  many  parts,  fingiilarly  excellent,  both  as  to 
principle  and  pra(rtice.-—Jurtice  is  here  gratuitous— thofe  vvho  ad- 
miniiler  it  are  elefl'ed  by  the  people — they  depend  only  on  their  lii- 
laries,  and  have  no  fees  whatever.  Reafonable  allowances  are  ir.ade 
to  witnelTcs  both  for  time  and  expences  at  the  public  charge — a  loi's 
is  not  doubled  by  the  cofts  of  a  profecution  to  recover  ir.  In 
cafes  of  robbery,  where  property  found  is  detained  for  the  fake  of 
proof,  it  does  not  become  the  prey  of  official  rapacity,  but  an  ab- 
folute  reflitution  takes  place. — The  legiflature  has,  in  many  rtfpedts, 
copied  the  laws  of  England,  but  it  has  fimplified  the  forms,  and 
rectified  thofe  abufes  which  make  our  proceedings  almoft  as  formi- 
dable to  the  profccutor  as  to  the  culprit.  Having  to  compofe  aa 
entire  nevv  fyilei^i,  and  being  unfhackled  by  profeffional  reverence 
for  precedents,  they  were  at  liberty  to  benefit  by  example,  to  j^jeft 
thofe  errors  which  have  been  long  fandionjd  by  their  antiquity,  and 
are  ftill  permitted  to  exiff',  through  our  dread  of  innovation.  The 
Fi'ench,  however,  made  an  attempt  to  improve  on  the  trial  bv 
jury,  which  I  think  only  evinces  that  the  inflitutinn  as  adopted  ia 
England  is  not  to  be  excelled.  The  decifion  is  here  given  bv  bal- 
lot— unanimity  is  not  required — and  three  white  balls  are  fufficient 
to  acquit  the  prifoner.  This  deviation  from  our  mode  (eems  to 
give  the  rich  an  advantage  over  the  poor.  I  fear,  that,  in  the 
nuriiber  of  twelve  men  taken  from  any  country,  it  may  fc?metimes 
happen  that  three  may  be  found  corruptible  :  now  the  wealthy  de- 
linquent can  avail  himfelf  of  this  human  fiiiling;  but,  "through 
tatter'd  robes  fm.all  vices  do  appear,"  and  the  indigent  finner  has 
iels  chance  of  efcaping  than  another.   Vol.  i.  p.  293. 

*  The  groundwork  of  much  of  the  French  civil  jurifprudence.ia 
arbitration,  particularly  in  thofe  trifling  procefTes  which  oritnaatc 
in  a  fpirit  of  litigation;  and  it  is  not  eafy  for  a  man  here,  however' 
well  difpofed,  to  fpend  twenty  pounds  in  a  conteft  about  as  manv 
pence,  or  ruin  himfelf  to  fecure  the  pofieffion  of  half  an  acre  of 
land.  In  general,  redrefs  is  eafily  obtained  without  unnecelTary 
procraftinadon,  and  with  little  or  no  cofl.  Perhaps  moft  le^al 
Codes  may  be  funplc  and  efficacious  at  their  firft  inftitution,  and 
the  circumflance  of  their  being  encumbered  with  forms  wliich  ren- 
der then)  complex  and  expenfivc,  may  be  the  natural  confequence 
of  length  of  time  and  change  of  manners.  Littleton  mi^ht  re- 
quire no  commentary  in  the  reign  of  Kenry  II.  and  the  mylterious 
fiftions  that  conftitute  the  fcicnce  of  modern  judicature  were  per- 
haps fainiliar,  and  even  necefliiry,  to  our  ancefiors.  It  is  to  b? 
■  regretted  that  we  cannot  Jidapt  out?  laws  to  the  age  in  which  we 
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live,  and  affiiriilate  them  to  our  ciiftoms;  but  the  tendency  of  our 
nature  to  extremes  perpetuates  evils,  and  makes  both  the  wife  and 
the  timid  enemies  to  reform .  We  fear,  like  John  Calvin,  to  tear 
the  habit  while  we  are  dripping  off  the  fuperflnous  decoration  :  and 
the  example  of  this  country  will  probably  long  aft  as  a  difcourage- 
ment  to  all  change,  either  judicial  or  political.  The  very  name  of 
France  will  reprefs  the  defire  of  innovation — we  fliall  cling  to 
abiifes  as  though  they  were  our  fupport,  and  every  attempt  to  reme- 
dy them  will  become  an  objeifl  of  fufpicion  and  terror. — Such  are 
the  advantages  which  mankind  will  derive  from  the  French  revolu- 
tion.'     Vol.  i.  p.  295, 

We  muft  conclude  with  obferving,  that,  whether  this  publi- 
cation may  have  been  compiled  in  part  from  real  letters,  or 
whether  the  whole  be  a  fabrication — in  the  form  in  which  it 
appears,  it  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  party  pamphlet.  The 
reputation  of  the  real  friends  to  their  country  will,  however, 
not  be  injured  by  the  inlinuations  it  contains.  The  people 
will  foon  fee  that  thofe  who  have  oppofed  this  calamitous  war, 
are  not  the  '  Englifh  Jacobins;'  but  that  the  real  jacobins  are 
thofe  who  have  fervilely  copied  every  oppreffive  meafure  of 
the  jacobins  in  France. 


Direcllons  for  ii>arm  and  cold  Sea  Bathings  with  Obfervations 
on  their  application  and  Effe^s  in  different  Dijeajes.  By 
Thomai  Rcid^  M.D.  F.  J.  S,  Suo.  ^s.  Jczved.  Czddl  and 
Davies.      i795« 

THIS  fmall  pamphlet  contains  a  few  plain  pra<^Ical,  and  for 
the  mod  par*-  felf- evident  hints  on  this  fubjeft,  except 
where  the  author  has  advanced  one  or  two  round  aflertions, 
which  fnould  not  have  been  ventured  without  mature  reafon- 
ing  and  reflexion  ;  which  Ihould  have  been  ftated  more  cir- 
cumftantially  and  with  greater  caution,  and  not  at  all  without 
experiments  to  fupport  them.  Dr.  Reid  tells  us  that  '  it  is 
not  necelTary  to  be  felicitous  about  drying  the  flcin  after  bath- 
ing, as  beiug  wet  with  fait  water  does  not  occafion  indifpofi- 
tion  ;'  and  he  adds  that  'even  the  dew  that  ufually  falls  very 
heavy  in  the  evening,  is  not  attended  with  any  bad  confequence 
to  thofe  who  have  been  expofed  to  it.'  But  nothing  is  here 
attempted  to  be  proved  •,  and  indeed  nothu)g  ever  can  be 
proved  to  controvert  the  well-known  hCt:,  that  moifture  from 
the  fea  is  very  prejudicial  j  and  as  we  know  rheumatics  and 
other  invalids  to  have  fuiiPered  from  expofure  to  dews  by  the 
fea  fide,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  caution  our  friends  not  to  run 
into  danger,  bv  relying  implicitly  on  the  hardy  counfel  of  Dr. 
Reid.  '  -       . 

He 
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He  dates  the  heat  of  his  hot  falt-water  bath  to  have  been, 
from  90  to  100  degrees  j  that  it  does  not  relax  the  body,  di- 
minifii  the  ftrength,  or  exhaaft  the  fpirits ;  and  then  he  fays 
that  the  degree  of  warmth  he  has  mentioned^  probably  aiSls 
Upon  the  fyftem  as  a  fedative,  but  not  fc  as  to  debilicate  :' — 
fuch  a  degree  of  heat  aifls  as  a  dire£l  ftimulus,  and  Dr.  Reid's 
cafes  fliow  the  Warm  fea  bath  to  have  had  a  llimulant  effe£l  j 
but  we  are  not  ready  to  conclude  v>-ith  him,  that  flaying  iu 
fuch  a  bath  from  fifteen  to  thirty  minutes  every  day,  or  every 
other  day,  will  not  debilitate  ;  nor  do  we  think  the  cafe  he 
gives  of  a  lady,  which  terminated  fatally,  will  at  all  warrant 
fuch  a  conclufion. 

That  fcrophula  is  aggravated  by  free  living,  is  evident  frcni 
every  day's  experience  j  but  to  enforce  the  fame  rigid  abfti- 
Jience  is  cafes  of  extreme  obefity  require,  we  hope  will  ne- 
ver be  attempted  by  the  faculty  : — fuch  a  diet  however  is  fug-  " 
gefted  by  Dr.  Reid  ;  and  fuch  a  diet  we  have  reafon  to  proteft 
againft,  as  the  confequence  of  it  muft  be  great  irritability  and 
"weaknefs,  whichj  as  well  as  the  difeafe  itfelf,  tend  to  produce  ' 
and  augment  he£iic  fever,  and  haften  the  deftruclion  of  the 
unfortunate  fuiterer.  ,       ' 

In  chlorofis,  Dr.  Reid  advlfes  tepid  fea  bathing,  with  fric- 
tion in  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics,  bitter  cathartics,  calo- 
mel, and  vomits  ;  and  obje6ls  to  fea  bathing,  as  having  been, 
tinfuccefsful  in  more  than  half  the  cafes  to  which  it  has  been 
applied. — Tonics,  he  fays,  ar£  aifo  to  be  ufed ;  and  when 
ftrength  is  acquired,  and  the  csdematous  appearances  are  re- 
moved,  then  bathing  in  the  fea.  With  regard  to  the  conti- 
nued ufe  of  vomiting,  fo  warmly  recommended  by  Dr.  Bryatu 
Robinfon  and  Dr.  Reid  in  their  publications,  we  mud  ob- 
ferve,  that  we  have  found  the  appetite  and  digeftive  powers 
deftroyed  by  it,  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  eshaufted,  and  iu 
fome  cafes  irrecoverably  gone.  Such  treatment  is  now  oppofed 
by  people  of  high  medical  authority  ;  and  for  the  fake  of  the 
lives,  health,  and  comfort  of  the  younger  part  of  the  female 
fex,  we  fmcercly  hope  that  it  wuH  every  day  be  more  and  more 
laid  afide  in  chlorofis. 

Dr.  Reid's  price  for  printed  paper  Is  the  mof":  extravagant 
we  have  met  with;  his  pamphlet  contains  but  feventy-five 
odlavo  pages,  fome  of  the  laft  of  which  contain  only  an  ac- 
count of  tlte  falubrity  of  the  ifle  of  Thanet,  a  recommenda- 
tion of  Ramfgate  as  a  bathing  place,  fome  o"bfervations  6n  the 
atrocity  of  the  French,  and  a  general  conclufion  that  large 
bodies  of  chalk  Ijave  ari  influence  on  the  atmofphere.  A  gen- 
tleman, he  fays,  under  a  fevere  attack  of  the  fpafmodic  aflh- 
ma,  went  In  hot  weather  Into  a  fubterranean  pafTage  compof- 
ed  of  chalk  and  flints,  at  Park  Place  near  Henley,  where  hi 
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was  foon  able  to  run  backwards  and  forwards  as  in  perfe£l 
health,  and  his  aflhma  returned  when  he  came  again  into  the 
heat.     Dr.  Rcid  proceeds  as  follows — 

*  Being  very  folicitoiis  to  difcover,  from  what  property  in  the 
air  this  fingular  relief  had  been  produced,  I  went  down  to  Park 
Place,  and  expofed  a  thermometer,  an  hygrometer,  and  eleftrical 
balls  in  the  pafTage,  but  without  material  information.  I  brought 
up  a  bottle  full  of  air,  fecured  in  the  beft  manner ;  which  was  fub- 
mitted,  with  the  air  from  the  cave  at  Ingereft,  to  various  tefts, 
without  difcovering  any  difference  from  common  atmofpheric 
air. 

'  Some  fatisfaftion  I  received  from  my  journey,  in  obfervirg 
that  the  gardener  who  attended  me  was  afthmatic;  and  he  owned 
that  he  breathed  better  in  the  under-ground  paOage,  than  in  the  open 
air  ;  and  this  upon  his  going  out  feveral  times,  that  I  might  be 
convinced  the  relief  was  not  imaginary.'     p.  74. 

As  we  know  that  fome  afthmatics  breathe  beft  in  a  denfe 
air,  and  that  air  is  rarer  from  being  expofed  to  the  heat  of 
the. fun,  we  (hould  have  contented  ourfelves  at  home  with 
concluding  that  the  air  was  denfer  in  a  cool  fubterraneous 
pafiage,  than  when  the  rays  of.  the  fun  were  a£ling  upon  it  in 
the  month  of  Auguft;  and  if  v/e  had  gone  to  Park  Place,  we 
Ihould  have  taken   a  baicmeter  with  us,  to  have  afcertained 
whether  the  preflure  of  the  air  was  greater  in  the  fubterrane- 
ous apartment  than  it  was  above  ground.     From  what  we  re- 
colled:  of  this  place,  it  is  open  at  both  ends,  we  believe;  and 
the  conftant  current  of  frefh  air  applying  itfelf  to  the  lungs  of 
the  atlhmatic,   might  contribute   to   his  relief.     This  is  the 
more  probable,  as  Dr.  Reid  informs  us  that  he  was  relieved, 
but  in  a  lefs  degree,  when  fitting  in  a  cave  cut  out  of  the 
chalk  at  Ingereft  in  Kent.    From  this  defcription  of  a  cave  cut 
out  of  chafk,  we  do  not  thru  that  there  was  an  opening  at 
each  end  to  allow  of  a  current  of  air ;  and  for  this  reafon 
probably  the  "elief  was  lefs. 

The  warm  fea  bath  is  recommended  by  our  author  in  fmall 
eruptions  with  inflamed  bafes,  which  break  out  all  over  the 
tody,— in  pimples  of  the  face,  and  in  the  dry  red  fcurfy  erup- 
tions called  fcorbutie.  In  long  intermlttents,  when  the  liver 
is  difeafed,  other  remedies  are  to  be  ufed  with  the  warm  fea 
bath,  which  is  particularly  indicated  if  there  is  oedema  of  the 
leg?.  In  gout  and  rheumatifm  it  affords  great  relief  :  in  all 
eafes  of  oedematous  affeclion  this  remedy  is  applicable  ;  and 
-this  Dr.  Reid  confiders  as  a  new  obfervation  :  when  the  oede- 
ma is  removed,  we  are  to  begin  cold  bathing ;  and  the  like  prac- 
tice is  recommended  for  children  with  a  hard  belly,  or  with 
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Bathing  In  the  fea  Dr.  Reld  approves  In  rheumatirm,  fome 
time  after  the  termination  of  the  fit,  and  in  gout,  where  there 
is  {Irength,  and  no  pain  prefent :  It  Is  conducive  to  the  health 
of  children  j  In  St.  Vitus's  dance  It  Is  very  ufeful  \  in  epilep- 
fy  great  caution  Is  requifite,  and  It  feldom  does  good  j  in  hy- 
fleria,  hypochondrlafis,  and  nervous  complaints,  we  are  to  at- 
tend to  the  caufes,  and  the  prefent  {late  of  the  patient.  In 
phthifis,  bark,  animal  food,  and  cold  bathing,  are  equally  im- 
proper ;  In  Inflammatory  complaints,  fea  bathing  is  prejudi- 
cial, even  in  cafes  of  weak  and  inflamed  eyes  which  are  locaL 

A  cafe  of  phthifis,  which  terminated  fatally,  Is  given,  In. 
which  the  warm  fea  bath  was  thought  to  be  of  ufe.  In  fcro- 
phula,  firft  the  warm  fea  bath  and  then  the  cold  is  to  be  em- 
ployed J  and  fri£lions  are  to  be  ufed  while  in  the  warm  fea 
bath,  particularly  In  this  difeafe  and  in  oedematous  affxj£lions. 
In  chronic  rheumatlfm,  when  there  is  any  pain  in  the  limbs 
or  back  frequently  recurring  In  the  night,  cold  bathing  will 
be  found  by  experience  to  be  very  hazardous. 

Dr.  Reid  in  his  apoftrophe  againft  the  foil  and  inhabitants 
of  France, — without  which,  no  doubt,  his  work  would  have 
been  very  Imperfetl:, — appears  to  eftablifli  a  kind  of  compact 
with  his  readers,  and  feems  to  fay — pay  me  for  curing  yoa 
of  the  vapours,  and  I'll  cure  you  of  democracy  for  no- 
thinc 
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The  fVorki  of  Anthony  Raphael  MengSy  firft  Painter  to  his  Ca- 
tholic A'lajcjly  Charles  III.  tranflatcdfrcm  the  Ital'tan^  puh~ 
lljhed  by  the  Chevalier  Don  Jo/eph  Nicholas  d'Jzara.,  Spani/h 
Mlnijler  at  Rome.  2  Vols,  ^vo.  i2s.  fezved.  Robinfons. 
1796. 

'T'"*HE  tranflator's  object  In  laying  this  work  before  the  pub- 
-*■     lie  Is  very  fully  fet  forth  in  the  following  Preface — 

'  I  fliould  not  attempt  to  write  a  preface  to  the  following  tranfla- 
tion,  were  it  not  to  apologize  for  fo  arduous  an  in>deitaking,  which 
I  am  truly  fenfible  required  a  man  of  great  talents  and  no  inferior 
erudition  ;  but  the  love  I  have  for  the  author^  both  as  a  writer  and 
an  artift,  made  me  hazard  this  feeble  expofiiion  of  his  ahilities,  in 
hopes  of  being  of  fervice  to  young  ftiidents  w!io  cannot  read  his 
works  in  the  languages  of  the  original  publications,  and  with  the 
defire  of  giving  pleafure  to  others  who  for  mere  amtifement  may 
perufe  this  tranflation,  which  certainly  will  contain  matter  truly 
interefring  either  to  the  literati,  the  artift,  or  the  amateur. 

*  Mengs,  as  an  author,  is  juftly  admired  by  all  thofe  who  have 
read  his  works  in  the  languages  in  which  they  have  been  publifiied, 
namely,  in  the  SpanKh  and  Italian,-  by  the  fame  editur,  the  cheva- 
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lier  don  jofeph  Nicholas  D'Azara,  Spanifii  minifter  at  Rome.  As 
an  artift,  no  unprejudiced  perfon  can  ever  have  feen  his  beft  works 
without  fpeaking  of  him  with  the  greateft  rapture  and  delight. 

<  I  have  vifited  the  capital  of  Spain  where  the  paintings  of  Mengs 
appear  in  all  their  greatnefs ;  and  every  one  who  has  travelled  through 
Spain  muft  be  fenfible  how  high  a  fame  he  bears  in  that  country, 
where  not  to  admire  him  (as  an  ingeriioiis  author  has  obferved)  is 
almoft  a  violence  againft  church  and  (late;  an  enthufiafm  fupported 
not  by  the  wild  rumor  or  folly  of  a  day,  but  authorifed  by  men  of 
undoubted  tafle  and  knowledge  in  the  profefiion.  Almoft  every 
court  in  Europe  has  wiflied  to  poflefs  fome  paintings  from  his  hand. 
Poland  raifed  and  fupported  him  as  long  as  it  was  able  to  fupport 
itfelf;  Rome  acknowledges  him  as  her  greateft  ornament ;  Rufiia, 
Naples,  Florence  courted  him  ;  and  Spain  looks  on  the  ever-living 
pionuments  of  his  departed  genius  with  all  the  ardour  of  religious 
adoration :  from  all  thefe  honors  one  muft  naturally  be  led  to  fup- 
pofe  he  was  hot  of  the  moft  common  and  ordinary  rank  of  mankind* 

'  The  following  works  were  originally  written  in  various  lan- 
guages, and  as  the  author  could  not  be  equally  brilliant  and  correct 
in  all,  fome  parts  will  undoubtedly  be  found  more  excellent  than 
others.  The  ftyle  and  clearnels  of  the  fentiments  muft  naturally 
have  fufFered,  but  howevei-,  the  ideas  and  profundity  of  his  know- 
ledge in  the  arts  will  always  appear  the  fame. 

'  His  papers  were  found  very  confufed,  and  although  they  were 
retJulated  by  the  Itahan  editor  with  the  defire  of  correftnefs,  yet  m 
teducincr  the  v/hole  to  one  language,  and  by  apparent  confufion  in 
other  refpefts,  the  fenfe  has  been  left  in  fome  parts  very  obfcure, 
and  the  ftyle  and  phrafes,  in  many  places,  have  remained  inele- 
o;ant. 

'  It  has  not  been  my  view  either  to  corre(5l  the  ftyle,  or  add  to 
the  elegance  of  this  work,  fearing  that  by  producing  a  forced  or 
aft'cfted  improvem.ent,  I  might  have  impaired  the  original  ideas  of 
the  author,  ivho  never  wrote  any  thing  without  well  confidering 
■what  he  wrote,  and  whofe  genuine  fentiments  will  be  of  much 
more  value  than  all  the  affeftation  of  a  brilliant  ftyle,  in  which, 
notwithftanding,  he  will  not  be  found  deficient  where  his  original 
language  appears  verbatim.  I  have  neither  the  leifure  or  abihties  to 
afford  me  a  hope  of  producing  a  truly  perfeft  and  elegant  tranfla- 
tion,  but  an  ufeful  and  juft  oiie  is  what  I  aim  at,  and  in  which  I 
hope  to  be  fuccefsful.  I  have  endeavoured  to  render  the  fentiments 
of  the  author  as  plain  and  intelligible  as  I  am  able,  and  as  he  con- 
feHes  to  have  written  this  work  for  artifts,  (who  are  not  all  literati) 
i  hope  I  have  purfucd  the  moft  defirable  end.  Criticifm  will 
therefore  be  done  away,  as  my  only  views  in  the  following  tranflation 
tvere  thoffe  of  amufemient,  and  the  defire  of  making  the  author  better 
known  to  the  Eno-lifh  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  I  lament,  that  no  one  of 
fyperior  abilities  has  attempted  it  before  me,  to  have  done  him  all 
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the  juftice  he  deferves  :  however,  I  truft  the  following  tranflation 
will  be  found  to  contain  the  original  ideas  of  the  author,  and  thai 
it  will  convince  every  one  of  his  abilities  as  a  writer  :  and  his  fa* 
mous  piece  in  All-fouls  College  Oxford  will  ever  be  a  fufficiept  fpe- 
eimen  to  sivean  idea  of  him  as  an  arcift  *.'     p.  i. 

We  have  nothing  to  fay  in  abatement  of  our  tranflator's 
pretenfions  ;  nor  are  we  prepared  to  vvith-hold  our  accui- 
efcence  in  the  piopriefy  of  his  having  added  to  the  num- 
ber of  publications  already  extant  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  a 
vork  certainly  poffeiTing  positive  merit.  We  do  not,  however, 
in  our  examination  of  thefe  literjiry  works  of  Mengs.  by  any 
means  participate  in  thofe  feelings  of  *  rapture  and  delight," 
which  are  attributed  to  thofe  who  have  already,  or  may  here- 
after contemplate  the  produ£lions  of  his  pencil.  On  the  con-? 
trary,  we  are  continually  reminded  of  the  fuperior  way  In 
which  many  of  the  fubjeils  treated  of  in  thefe  volumes  hav^ 
been  illuftrated  by  that  great  artlft,  and  truly  claflical  writer 
on  the  art  he  taught  and  pra6tifed, — the  late  prefident  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  To  convince  even  the  moll  partial  admirer 
of  Mengs  of  this  fa6t,  it  is  only  neceffary  for  him  to  compare 
the  admirable  difcourfe  of  fir  Jufhua  Reynolds  on  Tafte,  with 
the  *  Determinations  and  Rules  for  Tafte/  given  in  Part  i|<, 
Chap.  3,  of  thework  before  us — t 

'  The  befl  tafte,'  f:iys  the  author,  '  which  nature  can  give,  is 
that  of  the  medium,  fince  it  pleafes  mankind  in  general.  Tafte  is 
that  which  determines  painters  in  their  choice,  and  from  that  choice 
we  judge  and  know  if  their  tafte  be  good  or  bad,     Good,  and  thq 


•  The  fubje(5T:  of  this  pidure  is  our  Saviour  in  the  garden  :  it  confills  of  two 
figures  in  the  fvregrouud,  h:gh^y  fiiuflied,  and  beau'ituiiy  painted.  It  was 
ordered  by  a  gent:eniaa  of  that  college  whilfl:  on  his  tiavclb  ;hroui;h  Spain  ; 
but  being  limited  to  the  pice,  he  was  obiij^ed  to  choo'e  a  fubjeci:  of  few  fi, 
gures.  This  gentleman  relates  a  fingular  anecdote  of  Mengs,  which  will  fur- 
ther ihow  the  profundity  of  his  know'e.'ge  and  iifcernment  in  things  of  zntU 
quity.  Whilft  an  eOecmed  author,  -vvell  known  and  valued  in  the  nuifical 
world,  was  abroad  colleiling  materials  fur  h's  Hiftory  of  Mufic,  he  found  at 
Florence  an  ancient  ftatuc  of  Apollo,  with  a  bow  and  fiddle  in  his  hand  :  this, 
he  confidered,  would  be  fufficient  to  decide  the  long  contefted  point,  whether 
br  not  the  ancient-s  had  known  the  ufe  of  the  bow.  He  eonfulted  mapy  people 
to  afcertain  the  certainty  if  this  flatute  were  really  of  antiquity;  and  at  lai^ 
Mengs  was  defired  to  give  his  opinion,  who,  diredllyaf  he  had  examined  it,  with- 
out knowing  the  caufe  of  the  inquiry,  faid  '  there  was  no  doubt  byt  that  the 
llatue  was  of  <intiquity,  but  that  tiie  arms  and  fiddle  had  been  ri^ceutiy  added.' 
This  had  been  done  y/ith  fuch  ingenuity  that  n'i  one  had  difcovered  it  before 
Mengs;  but  the  truth  of  the  fame  was  not  to  be  doubted.  Mengs  has  done 
but  few  paintings  for  England  except  copies;  one  however  he  did  for  Inrd 
Cooper,  another  for  fir  K.  C.  Hoare,  and  a  few  more  for  others,  of  which  I 
fhall  give  an  account;  and  there  are  a  few  beautiful  portraits  and  pieces' of 
»ii*  iu  France,  whith  are  »Pt  nitntiyned  in  the  lilt  of  his  painting?. 

U3  be(^ 
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bed,  is  that  tafie  which  is  between  the  two  ext?:emes,  and  each  ex- 
treme is  bad. 

*  The  paintings  which  are  commonly  praifed,  and  efteemed  of 
good  tafte,  are  thofe  in  wiiich  one  fees  well  expreffed  the  principal 
objefts,  with  a  certain  eafe,  which  hides  all  labour  and  art.  Both 
thefe  ftyles  are  pleafing,  and  give  great  credit  to  the  author,  whom 
one  believes  to  have  had  great  judgment  in  choofing  fo  well  the 
principal  things,  and  mufi:  have  had  great  talents  to  have  performed 
his  work  with  fuch  faciliry. 

*  The  grandeur  of  tafte  confifts  in  the  choice  of  parts  fuperior 
to  the  common,  as  well  in  man  as  in  nature,  and  by  hiding  fub- 
ordinate  and  trivial  parts,  which  are  not  abfolutely  necefTary. 

'  Meannefs  in  tafte,  is  that  which  exprelTes  the  great  and  the  in- 
ferior in  the  fame  manner;  from  whence  the  whole  becomes  with- 
in the  medium,  and  almofi:  without  tafte. 

'  Beautiful  talle  is,  finally,  that  which  expreffes  the  moft  beauti- 
ful parts  of  nature.  This,  therefore,  is  fuperior  to  mediocrity,  and 
is  fubiime  in  comparifon  to  that  which  expreffes  but  the  inferior  and 
ugly  parts  of  nature.  In  the  fame  m.anner  are  the  pleafing  and  fig- 
nificant  taftes,  with  many  others  that  one  might  mention. 

*  Tafte  is  that  which,  in  painting,  produces  and  determines  a 
principal  fcope,  and  caufes  one  to  choofe  or  rejefl  that  which  is 
conformable  to,  or  contrary  to  the  fame.  PVom  whence  it  is  tliat 
when  we  fee  a  work  in  which  the  whole  is  exprefled  without  diftinc- 
tion  and  variety,  we  pronounce  the  author  to  have  been  void  of 
tafte;  becaufe  he  has  not  diflinguifiied  himfelf  by  any  thing, parti- 
cular ;  and  fuch  works  remain,  if  we  may  fo  fay,  without  any 
expreffion.  The  works  of  every  painter  fucceed  according  to  the 
choice  he  makes,  in  which  is  to  be  underftood,  the  colouring,  clare 
obfcure,  drapery,  and  every  other  thing  relative  to  painting.  If  he 
choofes  the  parts  moft  beautiful  and  grand,  he  will  produce  works 
of  the  beft  tafte.  All  that  is  beautiful  which  difcovers  the  good 
quality  of  a  thing,  and  the  reverfe  is  that  which  fhows  only  the  bad 
parts.  Painters,  therefore,  confider  the  necefTary  pertecftion  of  any 
thing  which  they  behold,  and  -make  choice  of  thofe  things  which 
beft  agree  with  their  defires,  fince  thefe  muft  be  beautiful.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  rejedl  that  which  they  would  wifh  to  be  otherwife 
than  it  is,  fince  fuch  muft  be  void  of  beauty. 

'  From  the  confideration  of  the  quality  of  a  thing  arifes  the  ex- 
preffion ;  as  every  thing  has  expreflion  according  to  its  quahty. 
Generally  fuch  is  good  as  is  beneficial  and  pleafing  to  our  fenfes, 
and  the  reverfe  is  that  which  offends  the  eve  and  the  inteliecf-,  and 
fhows  itfelf  contrary  to  the  fame.  All  that  which  is  not  conform- 
able to  its  caufe  and  its  deftination,  is  Cxh  as  is  contrary  to  its  ofiice, 
or  of  whofe  exiftence  one  cannot  comprehend  the  motive,  and  one 
knows  not  why  this,  or  that  form  has  offended  the  intelleft.  Alfo, 
that  is  offenfive  to  the  eye  which  diftcnds  too  much  its  nerves  and 

the 


Works  ef  Afengs*  279 

ihe  leffer  parts;  from  whence  it  proceeds,  that  fome  colours,  as 
well  as  the  dare  obfcure,  when  they  are  too  much  raifed  and  too 
vivid,  tire  and  fatigue,  and  the  livid  and  too  bright  colours  are  dif- 
gufting,  becaufe  they  tranfport  the  eye  with  too  great  celerity  from 
one  fentiment  to  the  other,  and  produce  by  that  an  effort,  and  a 
precipitate  extenfion  of  the  nerves  which  gives  pain  to  the  eye. 
And  from  the  fame  motive  is  harmony  fo  pleafing,  fince  it  always 
difcovers  things  in  the  medium.  It  is  necefTary  befides  to  refle6i:, 
that  from  painting  being  compofed  of  fuch  diverfity,  there  never 
has  been  a  profelfor,  who  has  had  a  tafte  equally  good  in  all  its 
parts ;  but  often  in  one  part  he  has  known  how  to  choofe  well 
enough,  and  in  another  very  indifferently;  and  in  fome  without 
either  ikill  or  knowledge.  And  this  precifion  forms  the  diftinftioii 
of  tafie  among  the  moft  celebrated  profelTors,  as  I  fuali  further  ex- 
plain.'    Vol.  i.   p.  26. 

In  the  author's  *  Reflexions  upon  the  three  great  Painters, 
Raphael,  Corregglo,  and  Titian,  and  upon  the  Ancients,'  it  is 
but  juftice  to  fay  that  many  very  judicious  remarks  are  con- 
tained ;  though  the  fubjetts  are  treated  in  rather  too  concife 
a  way,  and  the  concluding  chapter  '  On  the  Colouring  of 
the  Ancients,'  Is  a  mere  fragment. 

Antecedent  to  the  'Reiie6tions  on  Beauty  and Tafle  in  Paint- 
ing,' in  the  firfl  volume,  we  find  Memoirs  of  the  author's 
life,  and  a  lift  of  the  pictures  he  painted  for  the  royal  family 
and  others  in  Spain.  There  is  alio  annexed,  a  lift  of  the 
*  Paintings  done  for  England'  by  the  fame  artill :  and  with  this 
we  fliall  clofe  our  account  of  the  work  before  us  j  which,  for  no 
good  reafon  that  we  can  perceive,  has  a  third  volume  included 
in  the  fecond,  though  without  augmenting  its  fize  beyond  that 
of  the  fir  ft  volume.     The  paintings  for  England  are  thefe— 

'  The  Holy  Family,  for  lord  Cooper,  done  at  Florence  :  7  feet 
by  3. 

'  Another  Holy  Family  7  feet  by  5. 

*  A  Sibyl — half  figure,  on  canvafs. 

'  Oftavian  and  Cleopatra,  with  many  figures,  on  canvas;  done 
for  fir  R.  C.  Hoare. 

'  A  Magdalen  half-figure. 

'  Chrift  after  the  Refurreition,  with  the  Magdalen  on  her  knees; 
on  wood  ;  done  for, the  Univerfity  of  Oxford: 

'  A  copy  of  the  fchool  of  Athens,  for  the  duke  of  Northumber- 
land. 

*  Portrait  of  the  late  arch-bifliop  of  Salifbury. 

*  Andromeda  and  Perfeus,  intended  for  England,  but  was  taken 
by  a  French  privateer,  and  at  lafi:  was  bought  in  France  by  Monf. 
de  Sartine,  miailler  of  the  marine. 

U  4  *  A  /ketch 
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'  A  iketch  in  dare  obfcure  of  the  Refurre£lion,  was  Intended 
for  the  great  painting  for  Salifbury  cathedral,   30   palms  in  height^ 
It  was  begun,  but  his  death  prevented  its  being  finifhed. 
'  Engravings  from  his  Paintings. 

«  St.  Jolm  the  Baptift,  and 

'  The  Holy  Mary  Magdalen  from  the  originals  in  poiTeflion  of 
the  king  of  Spain— engraved  by  Carmona. 

*  Our  lord  after  the  Refurreftion,  when  he  appears  to  the  Mag-> 
dalen  ;  faid  to  be  engraved  by  the  fame. 

'  The  jNJadonna  and  Child,  engraved  by  Volpato. 

^  The  Sibyl  half-figure,  mentioned  above  ;  engraved  by  Mof- 

man. 

*  Alfo  from  a  dfefign  of  his,  Chrift  in  the  garden,  done  from^ 
Correotrio,  engraved  by  Volpato,  which  is  in  the  coileftion  of  prints 
entitled  Schola  Italica  Pidurae. 

'"  *  All  Souls  altar-piece,  by  Sherwin.'     Vol.  i.  p.  vi. 


Claude's  EJfay  on  the  Compojition  of  a  Sermofi,  formerly  tranf- 
latcd  fom  the  French^  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Robinjon,  with  an 
j^ppend'ix :  containing  ofie  hundred  Skeletons  of  Sermons,  fe- 
iieral  being  the  Subjlance  of  Serm.ons  preached  before  the  Unl- 
Verjityy  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Simeon^  M.  A.  Fellow  of 
Kings  Cvllsgcy  Cambridge.  Svo.  ,  joj.  6d.  Boards.  Dilly. 
1796. 

WITH  the  celebrated  EiTay  on  the  Compofition  of  a  Ser- 
mon, by  M.  Claude,  the  public  has  been  long  acquaint- 
ed ;  and  the  tranflation  of  it  by  Mr.  Robinfon  we  have  alrea- 
dy noticed  (Cvit.  Rev.  Vol.  XLVIII.  p.  42.)  How  far  Mr.  Si- 
meon is  juftihed  in  copying  it  literally,  and  prefixing  it  as  a 
ibrt  of  introdu6lion  to  his  Skeletons  of  Sermons,  ^ve  Ihall  not 
take  upon  ourfelves  to  determine.  We  muft  remark,  how- 
ever, that  almoft  all  Mr.  Robinfon's  notes  are  omitted  j 
which,  though  often  inftruftive  and  amufmg,  are,  it  muft  be 
eonfefled,  too  numerous,  and  frequently  favour  a  good  deal  of 
^he  moft  bigoted  puritanical  leaven.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Simeon,  who  appears  to  be  a  truly  zea- 
lous and  orthodox  miniiler  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  ihould 
difcard.by  much  the  greater  part  of  them  in  his  prefent  publi- 
ipation.  - 

With  regard  to  the  flceletons,  we  have  long  been  of  opinion 
that  a  work,  fomewhat  on  the  plan  of  the  prefent,  v/ould  be 
attended  with  the  greatell  utility  to  ftudeats  in  divinity,  and 
luch  of  the  junior  clergy  as  may  indulge  a  laudable  ambition 
of  compofmg  their  own  difcouries  :  but  we  muft  confefs  that 
Jvir.  Simeon's  attempt  does  noi  come  up  to  our  wilhes  or  ex- 
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pe(£latIons.  He  appears  to  want  tafte  in  the  feleclion  of  mate- 
rials, and  does  not  difcover  mucli  of  that  energy  andcompre* 
henfion  of  mind  which  would  lead  the  reader  to  the  moft  in- 
terefting  and  important  views  of  every  fubjeft.  Hence  his 
fkeletons,  though  fufficiently  methodical,  would,  we  appre- 
hend, t>e  found  to  wear  a  dull  and  heavy  form,  even  though 
expanded  into  fermons  with  more  genius  and  powers  of  lan- 
guage than  generally  fall  to  the  lot  of  individuals. 

We  muft  obferve,  alfo,  that  this  author  fecms  at  all  times 
too  much  attached  to  do£lrinal  points,  and  what  fome  might 
call  a  myftical  mode  of  treating  his  fubje£l:s,  to  be  generally 
approved  of  ^t  the  prefent  day.  His  ftyle,  manner,  and  ha- 
bits of  thittkiiig,  feem  all  derived  from  the  lad  century;  but 
we  muft  recolle£l:,  that  if  this  be  cenfure  to  fqme,  it  will  be 
commendation  in  the  opinion  of  others. 

We  fhall  extra£l  one  of  Mr.  Simeon's  fkeletons,  that  the 
reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge  for  himfelf — 

*  Luke  2.  34,  35,  Behold  this  child  is  fet  for  the  fall  and  rifng 
again  of  inany  in  Ifraely  and  for  a  fgn  ivhich  JJiall  be  fpoken 
againji  (yea,  a  fuordJJtall  pierce  through  thine  own  foul  alfo)  that 
the  thoughts  of  -many  hearts  may  be  revealed. 

S  The  ways  of  God  are  deep  and  unfearchable — 
The  richeft  difplays  of  his  love  have  been  often  accompanied 
with  the  heavieft  afflictions — •      '^ 

The  honour   beftowed  on  Paul  was  the  forerunner  of  great  fuf- 
ferings- — 

Thus  the  virgin's  diftinguiflied  privilege  of  bringing  the  Son  of 
God  into  the  world  was  a  prelude  to  the  fevereft  anguifli  to  her 
foul- 
Even  the  gift  of  the  Mcffiah  himfelf,  while  it  faves  fome,  is  the 
occafion  of  a  more  dreadful  condemnation  to  others — 
It  was  foretold  that,  as  this  was  one  end,  fo  it  would  alfo  be  an 
e(fe£t  of  Chrift's  miffion 

J.  The  remote  ends  of  Chrift's  exhibition  to  the  world 
God  has  on  the  whole  confulted  his  creatures'  good  as  well  as  his 

own  glory — 
But  he  will  not  effeil  the  happinefs  of  every  individual — 
The  "  fall  of  many"  was  one  end  of  Chrift's  coming 

[His  appearance   was  contrary   to  the  carnal  ejcpe6tations  of 

the  Jews — 
Hence  he  became  a  ftumblincx-block  to  almoft  the  whole  na.* 

tion — : 
It  had  been  plainly  foretold  that  he  fliould  be  fo  * — 


♦  *  Ifai.  8. 14,  15. 
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This  prophecy  is  frequently  quoted   by  the   infpircd  writ- 
ers * — 
Our  Lord  himfelf  exprefsly  refers  to  it  f — 
He  elfewhere  confirms  the  declaration  contained  in  it  t]— 
Th.e  coming  of  Chrili  aftually  produced  tliis  efFeft 
[Many  took  offence  at  him  § — 
Thus  they  became  more  wicked  than  they  would  othervvile 

have  been  j|  — 
Thus  alfo  they  perifhed   with  a  more  aggravated  condemna- 
tion ff — 
But  this  was  by  no  means  the  chief  end-— 
The  "  rifing  of  many"  was  another  end  of  Chrift's  coming 
[Jews  and  Gentiles  were  in  a  moft  deplorable  condition — 
They  were  guilty,  helplefs,  hopelefs — 
From  this  ftate  Chrift  came  to  raife  them — 
This  alfo  was  a  fubjefi:  of  prophecy  ** — 
And  our  Lord  often  declares  that  this  was  the  end  of  his  com- 
ing f  I— 
Hence  he  calls  himfelf  "  the  refurreftion  and  the  life"  %% — ] 
And  his  coming  produced  this  effeft  alfo 
[Few  believed  on  him  before  his  death — 
But  myriads  were  raifed  by  him  foon  after — 
They  rofe  from  a  death  iq  fin  to  a  life  of  holinefs — 
This  effeft  is  ftill  carrying  on  in  the  world — 
Many  f.-om  their  own  experience  can  fay  with  Hannah  §§ — ] 
Thefe  ends  however  were  more  remote 
f  IL  The  more  immediate  end 

The  minds  of  men  in  reference  to  God  were  very  little  known — 
Neither  ceremonial  nor  moral  duties   could   fully  difcover  their 

flate — 
But  he  came  to  make  it  clear  how  every  one  was  affefted  toivards 

Gcd— 
In  order  to  this  he  was  "  a  mark  or  butt  of  contradiction  ||!|" 
[N'o  man  ever  met  with  fo  much  contradi(?l:ion  as  he^^ — 
He  was  contradicted  by  all  perfons  ***,on  all  occafions  ftt? 
in  the  moft  virulent  manner  m,  in  fpite  of  the  cleaielt 
evidence  §§§,  and  in  the  moft  folemn  feafons  i||||l ■ — 


:   * 


]  Cor.  I.  23.  I  Pec.  z.  8.         f  Mat  2  r.  4;.  44,         J  John  0.  .-^g. 

•  §  At  h's  low  parentage,  his  muan  appearance,  his  fublime  dodlrincs,  his 
high  pfiittnlions,  &c. 

<  11  John  15.  22.  «f  Mat.  II.  22.  **  Ifai.  8.  14. 

•  ft  Luke  1(1.  10.  John  10.  \o.        :j:J  John  ir.  ij.         §§  i  Sam.  2.  8. 
'  lilt  I>!,u£io-.'  cvTiXtyhutmv.  %%  Heb.  12.  3, 

•  =i'*'^  Scribes,  Pharif;es,Iiwyer3,  Herodians. 

'  ff f  In  a!!  that  he  taught  about  his  perfun,  work,  and  offices,  and  in  all  he 
did,  in  working  miracles,  &c. 

'  XXX  They  came  to  catch,  enfnare,  and  provoke  him. 

'  §§§  They  would  rather  afcribe  his  miracles  to  Bsslzebub,  and  Ilia  do(5trIncs 
to  madnefs,  impiety,  and  infpiration  of  the  devil 

Even  on  the  crofs  itfelf,  f  his 
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This  was  frequently  as  a  fword  in  Mary's  bread: — ] 
By  his  becoming  fuch  a  mark  the  thoughts  of  men's  hearts  were 
difcovered 

[The  Pharifees  vviflied  to  be  thought  righteous — 
The  Scribes,  the  free-thinkers  of  the  day,  pleaded  for  can- 
dour— 
The  Herodians  profefTed  indifference  for  all  religion — 
Yet  they  all  combined  againft  Chrlll — 
Thus  they  (hewed  what  was  in  their  hearts — ] 
The  preaching  of  Chrift  ftill  makes  the  fame  difcovery 
[Chrift  is  ftill  a  butt  of  contradiftion  in  the  world — 
Before  his  gofpel  is  preached,  all  feem  to  be  agreed — 
But  when  he  is  fet  forth,  difcord  and  divifion  enfue  * — 
Then  the  externally  righteous  people  fhew  their  enmity — 
Then  the  indifferent  difcover  the  fame  readinefs  to  perfe- 

cute — 
On  the  other  hand  the  humility  of  others  appears — 
Many  publicans  and  harlots  gladly  embrace  the  truth — 
And  many  believers  manifeft  a  willingnefs  to  die  for  Chrift — ] 
By  way  of  improvement  we  may  enquire 

1.  What  felfkno^iv ledge  have  we  gained  from  the  preaching 
of  Chrift  ? 

[He  has  been  often  "  fet  forth  crucified  before  our  eyes"— 

This  muft  in  a  meafure  have  revealed  our  thoughts  to  us— 

What  difcoveries  then  has  it  made  |  r- — 

Let  us  take  the  gofpel  as  a  hght  with  which  to  fearch  our 
hearts — 

Let  us  hecr  of  God  to  illumine  our  minds  by  his  Holy  Spi- 
rit— ] 

2.  What  effefl  has  the  preaching  of  Chrift  produced  on  our 
lives  ? 

[We  muft  either  rife  or  fall  by  means  of  the  gofpel — 
Are  we  then  rifen  with  Chrift  to  a  new  and  heavenly  life  ? — 
Or  are  we  filled  with  prejudice  agaijift  his  church  and  peo- 
ple ?— 
Let  lis  tremble  left  he  prove  a  rock  of  offence  to  us  — 
If  we  rife  with  him  now  to  a  life  of  holinefs,  he  will  raife  us 
ere  long  to  a  life  of  glory — ]'     p.  318. 

We  are  informed  that  many  of  thefe  fkeletons  contain  the 
fubilance  of  fermons  preached  before  the  univerfity,  and  that 
the  author  means  to  extend  his  plan,  if  the  public  fhould  re- 
ceive the  prefent  volume  favourably. 

'*    Mat.  10.  34 — 36. 

'  t  Has  it  (hewn  us  our  natural  pride  and  feif-righteoulmfs,  our  felf-fufficien- 
cyand  felf  dependence,  our  lii^ht  thoujihtsof  fin,  <ur  ingratitude,  our  unbelief, 
our  enmity  againil  God  and  his  Chrill?  It  it  have  not  unaht  us  tiitfc  humdi- 
airiig  IcfTooj,  wc  have  learned  nothing  yet  tp  ^ny  gwoj  jur^qlc' 
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^he  Pleader'' s  Gtnde,  a  Didaiiic  Poeniy  in  Tvjo  Baoks^  coniai/im 
'  ing  the  Conduil  of  a  Suit  at  Laiv^  -with  the  j4rgumcnts  of 
Counfcllor  Bother'um.,  and  Connfellor  Boreum,  in  an  Atlion 
hetwixt  John'a-Gully  and  John-a-Gudgson^  for  AJfault  and 
Battery^  at  a  late  conte/ied  Ele^iion.  By  the  late  yohn  Sur- 
rebutter^ Efq.  fpecial  Pleader^  and  BarrijleY  at  Lavj.  %vo. 
35.  dyd.  Jewed.     Cadell  «n<i  Davies.     5796- 

■^yfR.  Surrebutter's  work  is  divided  inlo  eight  Ie£rures,  in 
-^  "'■  which  every  paflage  that  we  underftand  is  fupremeiy 
witty ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  whole  poem  deferves  the 
fame  character.  ^ 

*  Of  legal  fiftions,  quirks,  and  gloffes, 
Attorney's  gains,  and  client's  lofles, 
Of  fuits  created,  loft,  and  won, 
How  to  undo,  and  be  undone, 
Whether  by  common  law,  or  civil 

A  man  goes  fooner  to  the  devil, 
Things  which  itw  mortals  can  difclofe 
In  verfe,  or  comprehend  in  profe,' 

Ke  fings  :  and  we  venture  to  promif^  all  his 

* readers, 

Attorneys,  barrifters,  and  pleaders, 
Shrieves,  juftices,  and  civil  doftors^  ' 

Surrogates,  delegates,  and  proftors, 
Grave  judges  too, — that  he  will  make 
Their  fober  fides  with  laughter  fliake,' 

Tlie  firft  lecture  introduces  the  general  fubjeft,  and  ad-« 
dreiles  Mr.  Job  Surrebutter  (the  author's  kinfman)  on  his 
c^trly  initiation  into  the  fcience  of  dialectics  at  Cambridge  *, 
arid  his  prefent  advantages,  as  z  fpecial  pleader's  pupil,  place^ 
ismong  the  fortunate  few — 

*  Who  for  three  hundred  guineas  paid 
To  fome  great  mafter  of  the  trade, 
Have,  at  his  rooms,  hy  fpecial  favour 
His  leave  to  ufe  their  beffc  endeavour 
By  drawing  pleas,  from  nine  tjil  four, 
To  earn  him  twice  t^iree  hundred  more ; 
And  after  dinner  may  repair 

To  forcfaid  rooms,  and  then^  and  there 

*  Mr.  Surrebutter  has  been  niifortunate  in  his  choice  of  the  univerfity.  Foj 
ipgk  is  very  little,  if  at  all,  ftudied  '  in  Granta's  cells;'  and  we  believe  it 
wnuld  be  difficult  to  find  an  under-graduate  who  had  cvec  btard  of  '  Burgerf- 
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Have  ''forefaid  leave,  from  five  till  ten. 
To  draw  th'  afore/aid  pleas  again.'      p.  S. 

The  five  following  le61:ures  develope  the  different  myftc- 
Hes  of  the  law,  and  muft  prove  highly  interefting  to  lawyers  5 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  humour  is  veiled  in  technical 
phrafes.  The  feventh  and  eighth  le£lures  contain  authentic 
memoirs  of  Mr.  Surrebutter's  own  profelTional  career,  and 
breathe  the  whole  foul  of  keen  yet  good-tempered  fatire* 
We  extrad:,  from  the  concluding  lines  of  the  laft  lefture,  the 
addrefs  to  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe,  not  as  polTeffing  any 
fuperiority  over  the  other  parts  of  the  work,  but  becaufe  it 
flepends  lefs  on  the  context — 

'  Then  let  us  pray  for  writ  of  pone  *, 
John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe  his  crony, 
Good  men,  and  true,  who  never  fall 
The  needy  and  diflrefs'd  to  bail, 
Dired  uiifeen  Ihe  dire  difpute, 
And  pledge  their  names  in  ev'ry  fuit — 
Sure  'tis  not  all  a  vain  delufion, 
Romance,  and  fable  Roficrufian  f. 
That  fpirits  do  exift  without, 
Haunt  us,  and  watch  our  whereabout ; 
Witnefs  ye  vilionary  pair, 
Ye  floating  forms  that  light  as  air, 
Dwell  in  Ibme  fpecial  pleader's  brain  ; 
Am  I  deceived  ?  or  are  ye  twain 
The  refilefs  and  perturbed  fprites 
The  manes  of  departed  knights, 
Erft  of  the  pofl  't  whofe  frauds  and  lies 
Falfe  pleas,  falfe  oaths,  and  alibis 
Rais'd  ye  in  life  above  your  peers, 
And  launch'd  ye  tow'rds  the  flarry  fpheres, 
Then  to  thofe  manfions  "  unanneai'd," 
Where  unrepented  fins  are  feal'd  : 
Say,  wherefore  in  your  days  of  flefli 
Cut  off,  While  yet  your  fins  v^ere  frefli, 
Ye  vifit  thus  the  realms  of  day, 
Shaking  with  fear  our  frames  of  clay, 
Still  doom'd  in  penal  ink  to  linger, 
And  hover  round  a  pleader's  finger, 


'  •  Pone — The  pone  is  the  writ  of  attachment  before  mentioned,  it  is  f« 
tailed  from  the  words  of  the  writ,  Pme  ftr  vadium  llf  fahoi  ffUgios,  *'  Pait  ij 
gage  and fafe  pledget,  A.  B.  '  « 

'  John  Doe  and  Richard  Doc* 

'  -j-  Roficruftan—YoT  an  account  of  the  theory  of  the  RoCcrUGan  Syftctn,  fee 
dope's  Rape  yf  the  Lock, 

Of 
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Or  on  a  writ  impal'd,  and  wedg'd. 

For  plaintiff's  profecution  pledg'd, 

Aid  and  abettthe  purpos'd  ill, 

And  works  of  enmity  fulfil, 

Slill  doom'd  to  hitch  in  declaration. 

And  drive  your  ancient  occupation?'     p.  74. 

Double  rhymes,  when  they  are  at  once  flrange  and  ac- 
curate, certahily  add  no  mean  affiftance  to  the  powers  of 
humour ;  and  this  praife  the  Pleader's  Guide  may  claim  be- 
yond any  Hudibraftic  poem  which  we  remember  to  have 
read. 

Mr.  Surrebutter  informs  us,  that  *  if  this  firll  book  fhould 
meet  with  a  favourable  reception  from  the  refpe£lable  and  li- 
beral profeflbrs  of  the  law,  the  fecond  book  will,  in  due 
time,  be  fubmitted  to  their  perufal,  in  which  will  be  contain- 
ed the  further  conducl  of  a  fuit  at  law,  with  the  arguments  of 
counfellor  Bother'um  and  counfellor  Bore'um,  &c.  &c. 

We  cannot  doubt  refpe£ling  the  reception  of  the  work  ; 
and  Iball  announce  the  performance  of  Mr.  Surrebutter's 
promife  with  great  pleafure. 

Mijcellaneous  Works  of  Edward  Gibbon.,  Efq. 
{^Concluded from  p.  85.) 

TT  AVING,  in  our  preceding  Numbers,  prefented  our read- 
-*•■"■  ers  with  a  fketch  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  and  copious 
extracts  from  his  correfpondence,  we  fhall  now  fubmit  to  their 
perufal  feme  pafTages  of  his  Extrahs  Raifonnes.,  or  Abflracts 
of  his  Reading  with  Reflexions.  To  mark  the  paths  that  he 
trod,  to  obferve  the  progrelTive  fleps  by  which  he  afcended  to 
literary  eminence,  mull  be  an  occupation  equally  amufing 
and  inilrutSlive,  and  which  cannot  fail  at  once  of  gratifying 
our  curiofity,  and  of  extending  our  knowledge.  The  work 
has  been  occafionally  written  in  French,  a  mode  which  we 
recommend  to  any  perfon  fufficiently  diligent  to  attempt  fuch 
an  abllraft,  as  the  means  of  perfecting  them  in  that  language ; 
though  the  merit  of  the  tranflation  allow  us  to  adopt  it. 

The  abftraCl  is  ufhered  in  by  fome  obfervations,  not  un- 
worthy of  the  pen  of  the  author  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire — 

"  Reading  is  to  the  mind,"  faid  the  duke  of  Vivonne  to  Lewi^ 
XIV.  "  what  your  partridges  are  to  my  chops."  It  is,  in  faft» 
the  nouriflinient  of  the  mind  ;  for  by  reading,  we  know  our  Crea- 
tor, his  works,  ourfelves  chiefly,  and  our  fellow-creatures.  But 
this  nourifhment  is  eafily  converted  into  poifon.  Salmafius  had 
read  as  much  as  Grotius,  perhaps  more.     But  their  different  modes 
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of  residing  made  the  one,  an  enlightened  philofopher ;  and  the  other, 
to  fpeak  plainly,  a  pedant,  puffed  up  with  an  ufelefs  erudition. 

'  Let  us  read  with  method,  and  propofe  to  ourfelves  an  end  to 
which  all  our  Ihidies  may  point.  Through  negleft  of  this  rule,  grofs 
ignorance  often  difgraces  great  readers  ;  who,  by  fkipping  haftily 
and  irregularly  from  one  fubjeft  to  another,  render  themfelves  in- 
capable of  combining  their  ideas.  So  many  detached  parcels  of 
knowledge  cannot  form  a  whole.  This  inconftancy  weakens  the 
energies  of  the  mind,  creates  in  it  a  dlilike  to  application,  and  even 
robs  it  of  the  advantages  of  natural  good  fenfe. 

'  Yet,  let  us  avoid  the  contrary  extreme ;  and  refpeft  method, 
without  rendering  ourfelves  its  flaves.  While  we  propofe  an  end  iti 
our  reading,  let  not  this  end  be  too  remote  ;  and  when  once  we  have 
attained  it,  let  our  attention  be  direfted  to  a  different  fubjefl.  In- 
confiancy  weakens  the  underftanding  :  a  long  and  exclusive  appli- 
cation to  a  lingle  objetSt,  hardens  and  contrafts  it.  Our  ideas  no 
longer  change  eafily  into  a  different  channel,  and  the  courfe  of 
reading  to  which  we  have  too  long  accuftomed  ourfelves,  is  the 
only  one  that  we  can  purfue  with  pleafure. 

'  We  ought  befides,  to  be  careful,  not  to  make  the  order  of  our 
thoughts  fubfervient  to  that  of  our  fubjefts  ;  this  would  be  to  facri- 
fice  the  principal  to  the  acceffory.  The  life  of  our  reading  is  to 
aid  us  in  thinking.  The  perufal  of  a  particular  work  gives  birth, 
perhaps,  to  ideas  unconnecled  with  the  fubjefl:  of  which  it  treats. 
I  wifli  to  purfue  thefe  ideas  ;  they  withdraw  me  from  my  propofed 
plan  of  reading,  and  throw  me  into  a  new  track,  and  from  thence, 
perhaps,  into  a  fecond,  and  a  third.  At  length  I  begin  to  perceive 
whither  my  rcfearches  tend.  Their  refult,  perhaps,  may  be  prolit- 
abie ;  it  is  worth  while  to  try  :  whereas  had  I  followed  the  high 
road,  I  fiiould  not  have  been  able,  at  the  end  of  my  long  journty, 
to  retrace  the  progrefs  of^ny  thoughts. 

'  This  plan  of  reading  is  not  applicable  to  our  early  fludies, 
fiace  the  fi^verefl:  method  is  fcarcely  fuihcient  to  make  us  conceive 
objeds  altogether  new.  Neither  can  it  be  adopted  by  thofe  who 
read  in  order  to  write  ;  and  who  ought  to  dwell  on  their  fubje(5t, 
till  they  have  founded  its  depths.  Thefe  refleftions,  however,  I  do 
not  abfelutcly  warrant.  On  the  fuppofition  that  they  are  jult,  they 
may  be  fo,  p<:rhaps,  for  myfelf  only.  The  conftitution  of  mindi 
differs  like  that  of  bodies.  The  fame  regimen  will  not  fuit  all. 
Each  individual  ought  to  fludy  his  own. 

'  To  read  with  attention,  exadly  to  define  the  expreffions  of 
our  author,  never  to  admit  a  concludon  without  comprehending 
its  reafon,  often  to  paufe,  refleft,  and  interrogate  ourfcvlves ;  thefe 
arc  fo  many  advices  which  it  is  eafy  to  give,  but  difficult  to  follow. 
The  fame  mav  be  faid  of  that  almoll:  evangelical  maxim  of  for- 
getting friends,  country,  religion,  of  giving  merit  it:;  due  praife, 
and  embracing  truth  wherever  it  is  to  be  found. 

«  But 
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*  But  what  ou^ht  we  to  read  ?  Each  individual  muft  anfwer  this 
queftion  for  hitrifeif,  agreeably  to  the  object  of  his  ftudies.  The* 
only  genera!  p/eccpt  that  I  would  venture  to  give,  is  that  of  Pliny. 
*'  to  read  much,  rathei"  than  many  things  ;"  to  make  a  careful  fe- 
leclion  of  the  beft  works,  and  to  render  them  familiar  to  us  by  at- 
tentive and  repeated  perufals.  Without  expatiating  on  the  authors 
{o  generally  knovvn  and  approved,  I  Would  (imply  obferve,  that  in 
matters  of  rcafoning  the  beft  are  thofe  who  have  augmented  the 
number  of  ufeful  truths ;  who  have  difcovered  truths,  of  wiiatever 
nature  they  may  be  :  in  one  word,  thofe  bold  fpirits,  who  quitting 
the  beaten  track,  prefer  being  in  the  wrong  alone,  to  being  in  the 
right  with  the  multitude.  Such  authors  encreafe  the  number  of  our 
ideas,  and  even  their  miftakes  are  ufeful  to  their  fucceflbrs.  With 
all  the  refpe6t  due  to  iVlr.  Locke,  I  would  not,  however,  negleft 
the  works  of  thofe  academicians,  who  deftroy  errors  without  hoping 
to  fubflitute  truth  in  their  ftead.  In  werks  of  fancy,  invention, 
ought  to  bear  away  the  palm  ;  chiefly  that  invention  which  creates 
a  new  kind  of  writing ;  and  next,  that  which  difplays  the  eharms 
of  novelty,  in  its  fubject,  charafters,  fituations,  pi6tures,  thoughts, 
and  fentiments.  Yet  this  invention  will  mifs  its  effeft,  unlefs  it  be 
accompanied  with  a  genius,  capable  of  adapting  itfelf  to  every  va- 
riety of  the  fubjeft;  lucceffively  fublime,  pathetic,  flov/ery,  majef- 
tic,  and  playful;  and  with  a  judgment  which  admits  nothing  inde- 
corous, and  a  flyle  which  exprelles  well,  whatever  ought  to  be  faid. 
As  to  compilations,  which  are  intended  merely  to  treafure  up  thfe 
thoughts  of  others,  I  alk  whether  they  are  written  \A'ith  perfpicuity, 
whether  fuperiluities  are  lopped  off,  and  difperfed  obfervations  fkil- 
fully  c61Ie(3^ed  ;  and  agreeably  to  my  anfvvers  to  thofe  queflions,  I 
eftimate  the  merit  of  fuch  performances. 

*  When  v.-e  have  read  with  attention,  there  is  nothing  more  ufe- 
ful to  the  memory  than  extracts.  I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  colle6tionSi 
or  adverfaria,  which  may  be  ferviceable  in  their  own  v.-ay,  but 
of  extracts  made  with  refleftion^  fuch  aS  thofe  of  Phqtius,  and  of 
feveral  of  our  modern  journalifts.  I  pui'pofe  in  this  manner  t6 
sive  an  accdunt  to  mvfelf  of  mv  reading.  Mv  method  will  vary 
with  the  fubje(£t.  In  works  of  reafoning,  I  will  trace  their  general 
plan,  explain  the  principles  eitabliflied,  and  examine  the  confe- 
quences  deduced  from  them.  A  philofopher  is  unworthy  of  the 
name,  whofe  work  is  not  moft  advantageoufly  viev/ed  as  a  \vhole. 
After  carefully  meditating  my  fubje6t,  the  only  liberty  1  fnall  take, 
is  that  of  exhibiting  it  under  an  arrangement  different  perhaps  from 
that  of  my  author.  Works  of  fancy  contain  beauties,  both  of  plan 
and  of  execution  :  I  fhall  be  attentive  to  bothi  Hiftory,  if  little 
known,  deferves  an  abridgment,  1  fiiall  extraifl  fuch  particulars  as 
are  new.  Throughout,  I  fliall  give  my  opinion  with  becoming 
modefty,  but  with  the  courage  of  a  man  unwilling  to  betray  the 
rights  of  reafon.     In  this  compiletr^ent,  I  fiiali  eolleft  my  icattered 

thoughts  j 
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tliou  jhts,  with  the  rcfleiflions  of  every  fort  that  occur  in  my  fearch 
for  truth.  For  I  {liail  continue  to  fe.irch  for  the  truth,  though  hi- 
therto I  have   found   nothing  but  probability.'     Vol.  ii.   p.  i. 

The  refearches  concerning  the  title  of  Charles  the  Eighth 
to  the  crown  of  Naples  were  fuggefted  by  the  idea  which 
Mr.  Gibbon  entertained  of  writing  the  hiftory  ot*  tliat  prince's 
expedition  into  Italy  ;  an  idea  which  he  relinquifned,  as  he 
himfelf  informs  us^  both  from  want  of  leifure  and  of  original 
materials.  In  this  refearch,  though  Mr.  Gibbon  does  not  af- 
feft  openly  to  decide,  it  is  clear  that  he  doubts  the  right  o^ 
Charles :  and  after  enumerating  the  various  claims  of  fove- 
reigns  to  their  crowns,  he  concludes  with  a  feutcRce,  which 
in  the  prefent  period  we  cannot  refrain  from  tranfcribing — 

'  TI>e  right  of  conqueft  is  only  made  for  wild  beafts.  The  laws 
of  fucceffion,  though  well  contrived  in  themfelves,  are  deftitute  of 
fixed  principles.  The  only  title  not  Uable  to  objeftioip,  is  the  con- 
jTenting  voice  of  a  free  people.'     Vol.  li.  p.  22. 

The  fentence  that  Mr.  Gibbon  has  pronounced  on  the  blfliop 
of  Worcefter,  in  his  Abftracl  of  that  prelate's  Horace,  is  no 
indifferent  proof  of  his  judgment  and  his  impartiality  ;  noj* 
can  we  read  it  without  expreding  our  admiration  that  at 
twenty-five  he  (liould  have  been  able  to  throw  new  light  on  a 
fubjedl  which  has  exercifed  the  ingenuity  cf  the  mod  able 
critics  of  Europe. 

'  Mr.  Hurd  Is  one  of  thofe  valuable  authors  who  cannot  be  read 
without  improvement.  To  a  great  tund  of  weli-digefted  reafonino-^ 
he  adds  a  clearnefs  of  judgment,  and  a  nlcenefs  of  penetratioj;^ 
capable  of  taking  things  from  their  firft  principles,  and  obferving 
their  moll  minute  differences.  I  know  few  writers  more  defervinsj- 
of  the  great,  though  proftituted  name,  of  critic  ;  but,-  like  manv 
critics,  he  is  better  qualified  to  iaftruifi,  than  to  execute.  His 
manner  appeal's  to  me  harlh  and  affeftcd,  and  his  llyle  clouded  wiih 
obfcure  metaphors,  and  need'.efsly  perplexed  with  expreflions  exotic, 
or  technical.  His  excelhve  praifes  (not  to  give  them  a  harlher 
name)  of  a  certain  living  critic  and  divine,  difguft  the  fenfible 
reader,  as  much  as  the  contempt  affefted  for  the  fame  perfon,  by 
many  who  are  very  unqualified  to  pafs  a  judgment  upon  him. 

'  Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  generally  deemed  an  ujsconneded  fet 
of  precepts,  without  unity  of  defign  or  method,  appears  under 
?»Ir.  Hurd's  hands,  an  attempt  to  reform  the  Roman  ftaae,  con^ 
diidted  with  an  arttu!  plan,  and  carried  en  through  the  moit  delicate 
traiifjtions.'  This  plan  is  unravelled  in  Mr,  Hurd's  Commentary. 
If  ever  thofe  traniitions  appear  too  finely  fpun,  the  concealed  art 
of  epiftobry  freedom  will  fulHciently  account  for  it.  The  icaft  Mr. 
Hurd  muft  convince  us  of,  is,  that,  if  Horace  had  anv  plan,  it 
>vas  that  which  he  has  laid  down.  Every  part  of  dramatic  pgetry 
C^iT,  Riiv.  Vol.  XIX.  iVi«/v//,  17(^7.  X  /? 
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is  treated  of,  even  to  the  fatyres  and  the  attellanes ;  its  inetre,  fiib' 
jeft,  charafters,  chorus,  explained  and  diftinguiflied.  The  relt  of 
the  epiflle  contains  thofe  precepts  of  unity  oi  defign,  accuracy  of 
compofition,  &c.  which,  though  not  pecuUar  to  the  dramatic  poet, 
are  yet  as  necellary  to  him  a?,  to  any  other. 

'  I  fhall  fay  Httle  more  of  the  Epiftle  to  Augiiflns,  than  that  the 
fubjeft  matter  is  much  plainer  than  in  the  other,  but  the  connec- 
tion of  parts  far  more  perplexed.  In  the  two  lines  from  30  to  32, 
a  critic  mufi  be  very  fliarp-fighted,  to  difcover  i'o  complicated  an 
argument  as  Mr.  Hurd  finds  out  there:  however,  his  own  Com- 
mentary is  far  fupenor  to  that  on  the  Art  of  Poetry ;  and  rifcs  hers 
into  a  very  elegant  paraphrafe.  As  my  bufinefs  lies  more  with  Mr. 
Hurd  than  with  Horace,  I  fhall  only  feleft  one  of  the  numerous 
beauties  of  this  Epiftle  ;  it  is  that  elegant  encomium  upon  the  mo- 
dern poets,  which  extends  from  v.  113  to  139.  Every  one  muft 
obferve  that  fine  gradation,  which,  from  defcribing  the  poet  as  a 
happv,  inoffeniive  creature,  exalts  him  at  laft:  into  a  kind  of  medi- 
ator between  the  gods  and  men.  But  an  art  more  refined,  and. 
nicely  attentive  to  its  objedt,  only  eniploys  thole  praifes,  which  be» 
long  equally  to  good  and  to  bad  poets.  Every  one  complained  of 
the  multitude  of  bad  poets ;  even  thefe,  replies  Horace,  are  not  to 
be  defpifed  ;  fuch  poetry  is  an  employment,  which  makes  its  pof- 
felfor  good  and  happy,  by  abftrafting  him  from  the  cares  of  men  ; 
he  may  turn  it  to  the  ufeful  purpofes  of  a  virtuous  education ;  and 
the  gods,  who  attend  more  to  the  piety,  than  the  talents  of  the 
bard,  will  liften  with  pleafure  to  his  hynms. 

'  I  ihall  now  confider  fome  of  iVIr.  Hurd's  notes  upon  thefe 
Epiftles,  and  then  pafs  to  his  larger  difcourfes. 

*  Upon  V.  94.  he  ftarts  a  new  train  of  thought  upon  the  ufe  of 
poetical  exprefnons  in  tragedy.  The  herd  of  critics  allow  them  to 
the  hero  in  his  calmer  moments,  and  forbid  them  in  his  more  paf- 
iionate  ones.  On  the  contrary  (fays  Mr.  Hurd,  and  I  think  with 
reafon)  it  is  that  very  palhon  that  calls  them  forth,  by  rouzing 
everv  faculty,  and  exciting  images  fuitable  to  the  grandeur  of  his 
lituation.  Anger  indeed,  which  exalts  the  mind,  infpires  more 
bold  and  daring  images ;  thofe  of  grief  are  more  weak,  humble, 
and  broken :  but  when  pafTion  fleeps,  it  is  fancy  alone  that  can 
ereate  figures,  and  fancy  is  a  very  improper  guide  for  the  fevere 
genius  of  dramatic  poetry, 

'  Perhaps  the  natural  corrcfpondency  between  pafTion  and  the 
poetical  figures,  may  be  more  exactly  afcertained,  by  defining  what 
is  properly  meant  by  poetical  figures.  It  is  (if  I  am  not  miflaken) 
a  comparifon,  either  exprelled  or  underftood,  between  two  ohjedts, 
about  one  of  which  the  mind  is  particularly  engaged,  and  which  it 
perceives  bears  fome  aflinity  to  another.  The  comparifon,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  expreffes  every  feature  of  that  refemblance  at  fiili  \ 
length,  til'.:  lUufien  points^  it  ovit  in  a  more  flight  and  generpl  man- 
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nei",  and  the  metaphor,  difdaining  that  flow  deduction  of  ideas, 
boldly  fubftitutes  to  the  objeft  of  the  comparifon,  that  to  which  it 
is  compared.  In  the  inflance  Mr.  Hurd  has  taken  from  Tacitus, 
*'  Ne  veilis  ferica  \]r:os  fee Jare:,"  we  may  note  this  difference  be- 
tween the  three  fpecies  of  figures.  In  a  comparifon  he  might  have 
faid,  "  that  a  (ilken  garment  was  fo  difgracefiil  to  a  man,  that  it 
was  like  a  pollution  to  his  body."  Had  he  fiiid,  "  that  a  filken  gar- 
ment, like  a  pollution,  was  to  be  avoided  by  a  man,"  it  would  have 
been  an  allufion  :  but,  dropping  every  intermediate  idea,  he  reports 
the  law  by  which  no  filken  garment  was  to  pollute  a  man.  This  is 
a  metaphor,  and  of  his  own  creation ;  but  there  are  many  where 
fpiritual  faculties,  and  operations,  are  exprefTed  by  material  images, 
which,  though  figurative  in  their  origin,  are,  by  time  and  ufe,  al- 
mofl  become  literal.  Thefe  are  the  figures  of  poetry.  I  am  fenfible 
there  are  rhetorical  ones  alfo,  but  thofe,  1  believe,  relate  rather  to 
the  expreffion  and  diitribution  of  the  former. 

*  Let  us  now,  from  thefe  principles,  inveftigate  the  workings  of 
pafiion.  It  has  been  often  obferved,  that  the  highefl  agitation  of  the 
mind  is  fuch  as  no  language  can  defcribe;  fince  language  can  only 
paint  ideas,  and  not  that  fentimental,  filent,  almoft  flupid,  excels 
of  rage  or  grief,  which  the  foul  feels  with  fuch  energy,  that  it  is  not 
mafter  of  itfelf  enough  to  have  any  diflinft  perceptions ;  fuch  paf- 
iion baffles  all  defcription  :  but  when  this  ftorm  fubfides,  paflion  is 
us  fertile  in  ideas,  as  it  was  at  fiift  barren  :  when  fcwne  ftriking  in- 
terefl  collefts  all  our  attention  to  one  objeft,  we  confider  it  under 
every  light  it  is  fufceptible  of;  even  that  rebel  attention,  chained, 
down  with  difficulty  to  any  range  of  ideas,  endeavours  as  much  as 
poffible  to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  them  ;  and  as  the  agitation  of  our 
mind  crouds  them  upon  us,  alnioft  at  the  fame  inftant,  inftead  of 
prefenting  them  flowly  and  fingly,  we  cannot  avoid  being  ffruck 
with  many  comparifons  fuitable  to  our  fituation.  The  paft,  the 
prefent,  the  future,  our  misfortunes,  thofe  of  other  men,  our  friends, 
ovir  enemies,  our  anceftors,  our  pofierity,  form  within  us  number- 
lefs  combinations  of  ideas,  either  to  affuag-e  or  irritate  the  reisnin? 
paflion.  But  thofe  of  the  firft  fpecies,  though  they  ftrike  us  with 
force,  we  rejeiff  as  much  as  in  our  power ;  and  therefore  the  poet 
who  exprelfes  them  in  words,  ought  rarely  to  go  farther  than  an  allu- 
fion, or  a  metaphor  :  thofe  indeed  are  in  general  the  darling  figures 
of  pafiion,  as  it  loves  to  pafs  with  rapidity  from  one  idea  to  another. 
However,  in  thofe  conjuniftions  of  ideas  which  feed  and  irritate  the 
pafiion,  file  will  fbmetimes  dwell  with  complacency  upon  them, 
and  purfue  them  to  the  minuteft  refeml^lances  of  a  fimile.  I  appeal 
to  the  breaft  of  every  one  for  the  evidence  of  thefe  pofitions ;  and 
as  to  the  laf^,  I  fliall  in  fiance  the  noble  fpcech  with  which  Tuno 
opens  the  ylLneid,  and  roufing  hcrfelf  to  vengeance,  from  the  coci- 
parifon  of  her  behaviour  with  that  of  Pallas,  colleLts  every  circum- 
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fiance   of  it  which  eould  ftimulate  her  more  ilrongly  to  the  exe- 
cution of  it.'     VoL  ii.   ?i  %'fi 

The  diligence  and  application  of  Mr.  Gibbon  is  attefled  in 
6very  part  of  this  performance.  *I  returned,'  fays  he,  'to 
Komer;  at  the  fame  time  I  refolved  every  day  to  learn,  and 
wrote  down  a  certain  number  of  the  Racines  Grecques  ;'  thus 
defcending,  at  an  age  when  diffip^tion  is  mod  aUuring,  to  thofe 
ftudres  wliich  in  tiiemfelves  are  certainly  the  leaft  enticing  or 
amufmg.  Even  Homer  was  read  by  him  rather  for  improve- 
ftient  than  entertainment. 

'  I  have  nt  laft  finiflied  the  Jliad,  As  I  undertook  it  to  improve 
myfelf  in  the  Greek  language,  which  I  had  totally  neglected  for 
lome  years  paft,  and  to  which  I  never  applied  myfelf  with  a 
proper  attention,  I  muft  give  a  reafon  why  I  begun  with  Komer, 
and  that  contniry  to  LeCierc's  -advice.  I  had  two.  ift,  As  Ho- 
mer is  the  moft  antient  Greek  author  (excepting  perhaps  Hefiod) 
who  is  now  extant  ;  and  as  he  was  not  only  the  poet,  but  the  law- 
giver, the.theclogir.n,  the  hiilorian,  and  the  philofopher,  of  the  an- 
tient?, every  fucceeding  writer  is  full  of  quotations  from,  or  allu- 
fioris  to,  his  wiitings,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  underftand, 
without  a  previous  knov.'ledge  of  them.  In  this  fituation,  was  it  not 
natural  to  fellow  the  antients  themfclves,  who  alwavs  be2:un  their 
iludies  by  the  perufal  (,)f  Homer?  2dly,  No  writer  ever  treated 
fuch  a  variety  of  fubjedts.  As  every  part  of  civil,  military,  or 
ccconornical  life  is  introduced  into  his  poems,  and  as  the  fimphcity 
of  his  age  allou'ed  him  to  call  every  thmg  by  its  proper  name,  al- 
niofi;  the  whole  compafs  of  the  Greek  tongue  is  comprized  in  Ho- 
mer. I  have  fo  far  met  v\'ith  the  fuccefs  1  hoped  for,  that  I  have 
acquired  a  great  facility  i«  reading  the  language,  and  treafured  up  a 
very  great  itock  of  words.  What  I  have  rather  negleded  is,  the 
grammatical  conftrii6llon  of  them,  and  efpecially  the  many  various 
infle;cions  of  the  verbs,  in  order  to  acquire  that  dry,  but  necelfary 
branch  of,,, knowledge,  I  propofe  beflowing  fome  time  every  morn- 
ing on  the  perufil  of  the  Greek  Grammar  of  Port  Royal,  as  one 
of  the  beil  extant.  I  believe  that  I  read  nearly  one  half  of  Homer 
like  a  mere  fciiool-bov,  not  enough  mafler  of  the  words  to  elevate 
inyfelf  to  the  poetry.  The  remainder  I  read  with  a  good  deal  of 
care  and  priticifm,  and  nr^ade  many  obfervations  on  them.  Some 
1  Irave  inierted  here,  for  the  refi:  I  fhall  find  a  proper  place.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  think  that  Homer's  few  faults  (lor  fome  he  certainly 
has)  are  loft  in  the  variety  of  his  beauties.  I  expected  to  have 
finiflied  him  long  before.  The  delay  was  owing  partly  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  my  way  of  life  and  avocations,  and  partly  to  my 
own  fault;  for  while  cverv  one  looks  on  m,e  as  a  prodigy  of  appli- 
cation, I  know  myfelf  how  ftronga  propenfity  I  have  to  indolence.' 
\'cl.  ii.  i-;  66. 
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Longinus  alfo  was  read  with  great  care  and  attention  by  Mr, 
Gibbon  ;  yet  he  fcems  to  have  piivfued  his  courfe  of  reading 
through  the  Bibiiotineque  Raifonnee,  with  a  perleverarice  ra- 
ther worthy  oi  admiration  than  imitation  y  but  many  of  tlic 
works  to  which  he  devoted  himlelf  on  his  vificing  France, 
were  fuch  as  tended  to  illullrate  the  important  fubject  on 
which  he  afterwards  wrote  with  fuch  copious  information — 
Nerdini's  Defcription  of  Ancient  Rome  ;  and  Cluverius  Ital, 
Antiq. 

Mr.  Gibbon's  EfTay  on  the  Study  of  Literature,  and-  Criti-. 
cal  Obfervations  on  the  Defign  of  the  Sixth  Book  of  the  ^neid, 
have  ahxady  appeared  before  the  public: — and  his  OutUnes  of 
tlie  Hiilory  of  the  Wov'd — his  Antiquities  of  the  Houfe  of 
Brunfwick,  proclaim  the  hand  of  a  mafter  ; — liis  DIlTertation 
on  the  fubjefl  of  L'Homme  au  Mafque  de  Fer  is  far  from 
fatisfying  us  on  that  myfterious  hiilory. 

The  volume  is  concluded  by  an  Addrefs  to  the  public,  re- 
commenciing  an  edition  of  fijc  Scrlptores  Rerum  Anglicarum, 
a  work,  in  the  exeqution  of  which  he  relied  on  the  tried  abi- 
lities, the  extenfive  learning,  and  the  indefatigable  perfeverance 
of  Mr.  John  Pinkerton. 

*  The  man  is  at  length  found,  and  I  now  renew  the  propnfal  in 
a  higher  tone  of  confidence.  Tlie  name  of  this  editor  is  Mr.  John 
Finkerton;  but  as  that  name  may  provoke  feme  refeniments,  and 
revive  feme  prejudices,  it  is  incumbent  on  me,  for  his  reputation, 
to  explain  my  fentiRients  without  referve  ;  raid  I  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  knowing  that  he  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  the  freedom  ,Md 
fiiicerity  of  a  friend.  The  impulfe  of  a  vigorous  mind  urged  him, 
at  an  early  age,  to  write  and  to  print,  before  his  tafte  and  judgment 
had  attained  to  their  maturity.  His  ignorance  of  the  world,  the 
love  of  paradox,  and  the  warmth  of  his  temper,  betravcd  hirn  into 
fome  improprie-ties,  and  thofe  juvenile  fallies,  which  candour  will 
cxcufe,  he  himf^lf  is  the  fuTr  to  condemn,  and  will  perhaps  be  the 
lafi  to  forget.  Repentance  has  long  fince  propitiated  the  niild  di- 
vinity of  Virgil,  againit  whom  the  rafli  yov.th,  under  a  ficftitions 
name,  had  darted  the  javelin  of  criricifm.  He  fmiles  at  his  refer- 
mation  of  our  Englifli  tongue,  and  is  ready  to  confefs,  that  ii]  all 
popular  inlVitutions,  the  l.iws  of  cuftom  mufl;  be  obeyed  liy  reafoa 
herftlf.  The  Goths  ftill  continue  to  be  his  chofen  peoj)!e,  but  \.q 
retains  no  antipathy  to  a  Celtic  favage  ;  and  without  renouncing  his 
opinions  and  arguments,  he  fincerely  laments  that  thofe  literary  ar- 
guments have  ever  been  ernbittered,  and  perhaps  enfcel)ied,  •  by  an 
indifcreet  mixture  of  anger  and'contempt,  By  fome  explofions  of 
this  kind,  the  voiatile  and  fiery  particles  of  his  nature  have  been 
difcharged,  and  there  remains  a  pure  and  folid  fubftance,  endowed 
>vith  many  adive  and  ufeful  energies.     His  recent  publications,  a 
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Treatife  on  Medals,  and  the  edition  of  the  early  Scotch  Poets,  dif- 
cover  a  mind  replete  witli  a  variety  of  knowledge,  and  inclined  to 
every  hberal  purfiilt  ;  but  his  decided  propenfity,  futh  a  propenfity 
as  made  Bentley  a  critic,  and  Rennel  a  geographer,  attracts  him  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  Kiftory  and  Antiquities  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  he 
is  well  qualified  for  this  ftudy,  by  a  fpirit  of  criticifm,  acute,  dif- 
cerning,  and  fufpicious.  His  edition  of  tlie  original  Lives  of  the 
Scottifli  Saints  has  fcattered  fome  rays  of  light  over  the  darkelt  age 
of  a  dark  country  :  fince  there  are  fo  many  circuniftantes  in  which 
the  moft  daring  legendary  will  not  attempt  to  remove  the  well-/ 
known  landmarks  of  innh.  His  DiOertation  on  the  Origin  of  the 
Goths,  with  the  Antiquities  of  Scotland,  are,  in  my  judgment,  ela- 
borate and  fatisfaftory  works;  and  were  this  a  convenient  place,  I 
would,  gladly  enumerate  the  important  queftions  in  which  he  has 
rectified  my  old  opinions  concerning  the  migrations  of  the  Scythic  or 
Gerinan  nation  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cafpian  and  the 
Euxine  to  Scandinavia,  the  eaftern  coafts  of  Britain,  and  the  fliores 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  He  has  fince  undertaken  to  illullrate  a 
niore  interefting  period  of  the  Hiftory  of  F.otland  ;  his  materials 
are  chiefly  drawn  from  papers  in  the  Britifii  Mufeum,  and  a  ikilful 
judge  has  afllared  me,  after  a  perufal  of  the  manufcript,  that  it  con- 
tains more  new  and  authentic  information  than  could  be  fairly  ex- 
pec'^ed  from  a  writer  of  the  eighteenth  century.  A  Scotchman  by 
birth,  Mr.  Pinkertcn  is  equally  difpofed,  and  even  anxious,  to  illuf- 
trate  the  Hiftory  of  England  :  he  had  long,  without  my  knowledge, 
entertained  a  proje6l  fimilar  to  my  own ;  his  twelve  letters,  under 
a  fiaitious  fignature,  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  (1788),  difplay 
the  zeal  of  a  patriot,  and  the  learning  of  an  antiquarian.  As  foon 
as  he  was  informed,  by  Mr.  Nicol  the  bookfeller,  of  my  wifhes 
and  my  choice,  he  advanced  to  meet  me  with  the  generous  ardour 
of  a  volunteer,  confcious  of  his  ftrength,  defirous  of  exercife,  and 
carelefs  of  reward  ;  we  have  difcuflH,  in  feveral  converfations, 
every  material  point  that  relates  to  the  general  plan  and  arrangement 
of  the  work  ;  and  I  can  only  complain  of  his  cxcefiive  docility  to 
the  opinions  of  a  man  much  Icfs  f!-;i!!ed  in  the  fubjeft  than  himfelf. 
Should  it  be  objefted,  that  fuch  a  work  will  furpafs  the  powers  of 
a  nn'-de  m.an,  and  that  induftiy  is  beft  promiOtcd  by  the  divifioii 
of  labour,  I  muft  anfwer,  that  Mr.  Pinkerton  feems  one  of  the 
children  of  thofe  heroes,  whofe  race  is  almoft  exlinft ;  that  hard 
affiduous  ftudy  is  the  fole  amufement  of  his  independent  leifure-; 
that  his  warm  inclination  will  be  quickened  by  the  fcnfe  of  a  duty  , 
refring  folely  on  himfelf;  and  that  he  is  now  in  the  vigour  of  age 
and  health  ;  and  that  the  moft  voluminous  of  our  hiftorical  collec-  . 
tions  was  the  moil  f[jcedily  finiOied  by  the  diligence  of  Muratori 
alone.  I  muft  add,  that  I  know  not  where  to  feek  an  afTociate; 
that  the  operations  of  a  fociety  are  often  perplexed  by  the  divifion 
of  feutitrjents  and  charaders,  and  often  retarded  by   the  degrees  of 
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talent  and  application  ;  and  that  the  editor  will  be  ahvavs  ready  to 
receive  the  advice  of  judicious  counfellcrij,  and  to  employ  the  hand 
of  fiibordinate  workmen. 

•  Two  queftions  will  immediately  arife^  concerning  the  title  of^ 
our  hillorica!  colleiT;loii,  and  the  period  of  time  in  which  it  may  be 
circumfcribed.  The  firft  of  thefe  queftions,  whether  it  fliould  be 
flyled  the  Scriptores  Reriim  Britanfiicarum^  or  the  Scriptores  Rau/n 
yinglicari'.m,  will  be  prodiiftive  of  more  than  a  verbal  difference  : 
the  former  impofes  the  duty  of  publifliing  all  original  documents 
that  relate  to  the  hiftory  and  antiquities  of  the  Briufli  iflands ;  the 
latter  is  fatisfied  with  the  fpacious,  though  lefs  ample,  field  of  Eng- 
land. The  ambition  of -a  conqueror  might  prompt  him  to  gralp 
the  whole  Britifli  world,  and  to  think,  with  Cac-far,  that  nothing 
was  done  while  any  thing  remained  undone. 

'   Nil  adum  rcpiitans  dum  quid  fubcrejfet  agendum, 

'  But  prudence  foon  difcerns  the  inconvenience  of  increafing  a 
labour  already  fufficiently  arduous,  and  of  multiplying  the^  volumes 
of  a  work,  \;-hich  nuift  unavoidably  fwell  to  a  very  refpetSlable 
ilze.  The  extraneous  appendages  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  everj 
Wales,  would  impede  our  progrefs,  violate  the  unity  of  delign,  and 
introduce  into  a  Latin  text  a  ftrange  mixture  of  lavage  and  un- 
known idiom.  For  the  fake  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  the  editor 
of  the  Scriptores  Reriun  Aiiglicarum  will  probably  improve  his 
knowledge  of  our  mother  tongue  ;  nor  will  he  be  at  a  lols  in  the 
recent  and  occafional  ufe  of  fome  French  and  Englifh  memorials. 
But  if  he  attempts  to  hunt  the  old  Britons  among  the  iflands  of 
Scotland,  in  the  bogs  of  Ireland,  and  over  the  mountains  of  Wales, 
he  muft  devote  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Celtic  dialefts,  withouc 
being  afTured  that  his  time  and  toil  will  be  compenfated  by  any 
adequate  reward.  It  ftems  to  be  almoft  confelled,  that  the  High- 
land Scots  do  not  polTefs  any  writing  of  a  remote  date ;  and  the 
claims  of  the  V/elfli  are  faint  and  uncertain.  The  Irifli  alone  boaft 
of  whole  libraries,  which  they  fometimcs  hide  in  the  faftnefTes  of 
their  country,  and  fometimes  tranfport  to  their  colleges  abroad  : 
but  the  vain  and  credulous  obiiinacy  with  which,  amidft  the  light 
of  fcience,  they  cherifh  the  Milcfian  fables  of  their  infancy,  mav 
teach  us  to  fufpeft  the  exifttnce,  the  age,  and  the  value  of  thef'c 
manufcripts,  till  they  fliall  be  fairly  expofed  to  the  eye  of  profane 
criticifm.  This  exclufion,  however,  of  the  countries  which  have 
lince  been  imited  to  the  crown  of  England  muft  be  underflood 
Vv^ith  fome  latitude:  the  Chronicle  of  Melrofs  is  common  to  the 
torderers  of  both  kingdoms :  the  Expugnatio  Hibemies  of  Giraldus 
Cambrenfis  contains  the  interefting  ftory  of  our  fettlement  in  the 
vveftern  ifle  ;  and  it  may  be  judged  proper  to  infcrt  the  Latin  Chro- 
nicle of  Caradoc,  (which  is  yet  unpublifhed,)  and  the  code  of  na- 
tive laws  which  w^re  abollflied  by  the  conqueror  of  Walesj  ,  Even 
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the  Unglifii  tranfai^ions  in  peace  snd  war  with  our  Independent? 
neighbours,  efpccially  thofe  of  Scotland,  will  be  beft  ilhiftrat- 
ed  by  a  fair  comparifon  of  the  hoflile  narratives.  The  fecond 
queftion,  of  the  period  of  time  which  this  Col!e6fion  fhould  em- 
brace, admits  cf  an  eafier  decifion ;  nor  can  we  rid  more  prudent- 
ly, than  by  adopting  tlie  plan  of  Minatori,  and  the  French  Bene- 
di<f!:in€s,  who  confine  themfelves  within  the  hniits  of  ten  centuries, 
from  the  year  fiye  hundred  to  the  year  fifteen  hundred  of  .the  Chrif- 
tian  ^ra.  The  former  of  thefe  dates  coincides  with  the  moil  an- 
cient of  our  national  writers ;  the  latter  approaches  within  nine 
years  of  the  acceflion  of  Henry  VJII.  xyhich  Mr.  Hume  confiders 
as  the  true  and  perfect  ci^ra  of  modern  hiftory.  From  that  time  we 
afe  enriched,  and  even  opprefTed,  with  fuch  treafures  of  contempo- 
rary and  authentic  documents  in  our  own  language,  that  the  hiiio- 
rian  of  the  prefent  or  a  future  age  will  be  only  perplexed  by  the 
choice  of  fads,  and  the  difficulties  of  arrangement.  Exoriatur 
aliquis  —  a  man  of  genius,  at  once  eloquent  and  p.'tilofophic,  who 
ihould  accomplifh,  in  the  matiyity  of  age,  the  immortal  work 
which  hs  had  conceived  in  the  ardour  of  youth-'     Vol.  ii.  p.  714, 


The   Cabinet.      By    a    Society    of    QcvLtlcmcn.     3    Vols.      Zvo, 
135.  6 J.    Boards.     Jordan.     1795. 

TT'ARIOUS  accidental  circumftances  have  prevented  us 
from  giving  this  mifcellany  an  earlier  introdu£lion  to  the 
notice  of  our  readers. — Whenever  political  difcuffion  confi- 
derabiy  occupies  the  attention  of  the  public,  it  feldom  fails  to 
impart  a  tinge  to  the  literary  produ6tions  of  the  fame  period. 
— Of  this  itifluence  the  Cabinet  llrongly  partakes ;  and  the 
bias  qf  opinion  under  which  the  papers  that  compofe  it  have 
been  written,  will  appear  by  an  extra6l  fror\i  the  Preface— 

*  No  work  in  the  Englifli  language,  perhaps,  ever  appeared  to 
the  world,  uijder  circumftances  more  inauipicious  and  dcprefiing 
than  the  Cabinet.  Its  publication  was  announced  at  a  time,  when 
the  public  mind  fediiced  by  the  bafe  artifices  of  a  defigning  and 
prcfiigate  adminiftratiOn,  riejefted  with  a  furious  difdain,  every  at- 
tempt at  rational  reform,  A  iuilen  gloom,  the  fuppofed  precurfor 
of  fome  dire  event,  filenced  alike  moderation  and  bigotry.  The 
pntlis  of  fcience  and  liberal  inveftigation  were  choked  up  :  the 
fludy  of  u'iorals,  at  once  fo  ufeful  and  faicinaring,  was  cifcout;aged : 
the  prefs  groaned  beneath  the  weight  of  the  fetters  it  fuftained, 
whiift  the  giant-arm  of  a  ferocious  and  unrelenting  dei'potifm  threat- 
cn(A  deftrtiftion  to  the  defa'riders  of  liberty  and'  truth.  Such  were 
the  diPsic'vilties,  and  fuch  the  dangers,  which  the  Cabinet,  in  com- 
n)otr  Ashh  every  patriotic  work,  had  to  cpntend  againi[l  in  the  days 
of  its  sarlieft  infancy ;  and  i"  addluon  teihefp^  it.-b&d-  ^ifo  to  erj- 
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co»jnter  obflacles  of  a  ioc'4l  and  peculiar  nature  ;  the  wretched  ef- 
fects of  mirreprefentation,  prejudice,  and  party  fpjrit.  Thanks, 
liovvever,  to  the  foftering  care  of  returning  reafon,  formidable  as 
were  thefe  difhcuhies  from  the  inveterate  malignity  of  their  authors, 
they  have  been  completely  obviated,  and  the  editors  now  prefent 
their  firfjt  volume  to  that  public  for  which  they  labour.'  Vol.  i, 
?•  i. 

Confidering  the  frightful  colours  in  which  the  monjler 
*  Alarm'  is  here  pourtrayed,  it  mull  be  acknowledged  that 
the  writers  of  the  Cabinet  have  for  the  moft  part  clifcovered 
no  fmall  portion  of  intrepidity  in  {landing  forward  to  vindi- 
caf-e  and  to  ufe  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 

Of  the  papers  in  the  firfl  volume,  we  have  been  chiefly 
pleafed  with  the  Letters  on  Emigration — the  Effays  on  Ty- 
rannicide—on Party  Spirit — and  on  the  Connection  of  the 
Arts  and  Sciences  with  Liberty. 

The  following  paiTages  from  the  *  Eflay  on  Tyrannicide' 
contain  fome  ingenious  and  praclical  arguments  againft  a 
pradlice,  the  approbation  of  which  can  only  proceed  from  fe- 
rocious pretenders  to  patriotifm — 

*  Greece  was  famous  for  frequent  inllances  of  tyrannicide,  and 
in  no  country  have  there  been  more  frequent  ufiirpations.  Har- 
modius  killed  Hipparchus,  but  both  he  and  his  aflbciate,  Arifto- 
geiton,  were  in  their  turns  flain  by  Hippias,  and  no  good  enfued  to 
the  people.  Agis  IV.  king  of  Sparta,  was  ilranglod  by  order  of 
the  popular  magifirates,  but  he  had  fpeedily  a  fuccelTor.  Tyran- 
nicide was  not  illegal  either  among  the  Greeks  or  Romans ;  on  the 
contrary,  public  honours  were  decreed  as  a  reward  ;  but  we  do  not 
find  that  the  later  tyrants,  Philip  and  Alexander  of  Macedon,  were 
deterred  from  tyrannifing,  or  were  removed,  in  confequeiice  of  the 
frequent  previous  inftances.  That  execrable  raonfter,  Nabis,  ty- 
rant of  Sparta,  was  put  to  death  ;  did  any  good  refult  to  the  peo- 
ple? Tyrannicide  was  very  common  in  the  early  times  of  the  Ro- 
man empire,  but  flill  the  imperial  power  fubfifted.  To  come  t© 
modern  times,  Fiefco  of  Genoa  flabbed  Doria,  and  was  drowned 
in  his  turn,  left  he  fliould  make  himfelf  mafler;  when  once  the 
practice  is  begun,  every  virtuous  patriot,  who  afts  a  confpicuous 
part  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  tyrant,  and  murdered.  The  execution  of 
Charles  L  was  the  great  caufe  of  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in 
England.  Exit  iyrannus  regum  iiltimus  was  infcribcrd  on  a  pedcftal 
ia  the  Exchange,  from  which  his  ftatue  had  been  indignantly  hurled 
ar.d  trodden  under  the  hooves  of  the  multitude  :  but  did  the  vices 
of  monarchy  expire  with  him  }  Let  the  reign  of  his  'jrofllivate  foil 
ipealc.  Among  the  Turks,  inft.ijices  of  tyrannicide  are  frequent, 
and  no  where  does  defpotifm  feem  to  have  taken  deeper. root,  thm 
at  CQuftuutinoplc.  Did  the  piftol  of  Aukarfli-anie  deftroy  monar- 
chy 
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chy  when  it  ciefrroyed  the  monarch  of  Sweden  ?  Did  the  poilon 
which  is  faid  to  have  deprived  Leopold  of  exigence,  prevent  his 
foil  from  reigning?'     Vol.  i.  p.  75. 


*  Bi!t  there  is  one  fplendid  example  of  t3Tannicide,  which  has 
"done  more  to  pervert  the  judgment  of  mankind  than  any  otlier, 
and  which  ought  to  be  inveftigated  thoroughly  ;  I  mean  the  tyran- 
nicide perpetrated  by  Brutus  and  his  aflbciates.  To  do  this,  it  will 
be  necell'ary  to  take  a  curfory  view  of  the  government  and  confti- 
tution  of  Rome,  from  its  firft  afTumption  of  the  republican  form, 
till  its  fudden  and  forced  decline  into  a  monarchy.  After  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Tarqnins,  the  chief  power  was  verted  in  the  patri' 
cian  body,  who  indeed  had  been  the  principal  means  of  emanci- 
pating Rome.  The  grateful  people  fubmitted  for  a  long  time,  and 
without  a  murmur,  to  an  exchifion  from  power  j  but  as  they  ac- 
quired a  more  pcrfcd:  knowledge  of  their  rights,  and  the  fenfe  of 
gratitude  becoming  fainter  and  fainter  in  every  fiicceeding  genera- 
tion, infurre^lion  fuccceded  infurreclion  to  abolifli  thefe  exclufive 
privileges,  and  to  get  rid  of  this  ufurpation.  Thefe  by  degrees 
were  lelTened.  The  people  at  firii  obtained  tribunes,  which  may 
be  compared  to  a  houfe  of  commons  of  eiglit  or  ten  perfons  ;  af- 
terwards public  offices  became  open  to  all  indifcriminately,  and  had 
thev  "one  on  imorovino:,  thev  would  have  formed  a  good  conftitu- 
tion.  But,  unfortunately,  many  efforts  of  the  popular  party  fail- 
ed ;  among  the  rert,  that  of  the  conquered  Italian  towns,  to  have 
the  fame  privileges  as  the  capital,  \vhich  was  fo  offenfive  to  the 
ariflocracy,  as  to  occafion  the  Social  War,  the  event  of  which  is 
well-  known.  The  objeft  of  the  Servile  War  was  to  better  the  con- 
dition of  the  lower  orders,  and  this  alfo  failed.  Irritated  by  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  moderate  attempts,  the  Gracchi  went  to  that  extreme  to 
which  all  popular  revolutions  tend,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  po- 
litics of  Catiline  are  not  well  known  ;  he,  however,  ortenfibly  ex- 
erted hinifelf  on  the  fide  of  the  people,  but  was  unfuccefsful.  Cte- 
far,  with  his  viftorious  army,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  people, 
cadiiered  the  fenate,  and  at  firft  afTumed  to  himfelfthe  power  exer- 
cifed  by  the  nobles;  but  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  he  would 
have  given  a  free  government  to  Ron-,;,  for  he  was  a  firft-rate  phi- 
lofopher,  had  not  the  ariflocratic  party  bafely  murdered  him. 
The  crime  of  Brutus  is  much  heightened,  if  we  give  credit  to  the 
rumour  of  his  being  the  fon  of  Ccefar,  by  Cato's  daughter.  Bru- 
tus feems  to  have  been  aftuated  folely  by  a  love  of  fame, — in  a 
word,  to  have  been  a  vain  man  :  when  he  died,  he  exclaimed, 
*  Virtue  was  a  mere  name!'  His  crime  fiiocked  the  whole  em- 
pire, which  ruflied  into  the  woril  extreme.  Its  effeil  was  the  en- 
tire deftruii^lion  of  liberty,  the  whole  country  becoming  a  fcene  of 
the  moft  arbitrary  and  cruel  inquifition.  Thofe  who  do  not  view 
this  tranfa«5tiv)n   in  the  light  in  which  I  have  reprefented  it,  and 

7  Vk'ha 


The  Cablrtn.  299 

wlio  believe  Ccefar  to  have  been  a  tyrant,  and  Bnitus  an  enlightea- 
td  patriot,  muft  ftill  acknowledge  the  death  of  Ca;far  to  have  been 
ufclefs,  fince,  if  he  was  a  tyraat,  he  had  inltantly  fuccedors  in  his 
tyrarny.'      Vol.  i.   p.  77- 

It  may  feem  wonderful  that  reflexions  like  thefe  have  not 
more  frequently  operated  on  the  minds  of  men  who  have 
a61:eJ  confpicuous  parts  in  the  fcenes  of  political  revolutions; 
and  that  the  fhedding  of  blood  Is  not  unaniraoully  confidei'ed 
as  the  moft'de tellable  imputation  that  can  attach  to  the  noble 
caufe  of  liberty.  But,  alas!  the  permanent  happinefs  of  his 
country  is  not  the  aim  of  the  afpiring  demagogue:  he  mixes 
the  bafeft  paflions  with  the  beft  principles;  and  the  body  poli- 
tic, inftead  of  being  purified  by  the  violent  procefs  it  is  made 
to  undergo,  becomes  fwoln  with  new  difeafes. — Some  of  the 
remarks  in  the  '  Eilay  on  Party  Spirit'  are  fo  applicable  to 
'thofe  cxtremec\7i.?ics  of  politicians  under  whofe  refpeftive  re- 
gimen a  country  mull  be  equally  unfortunate,  that  we  cannot 
forbear  to  prefent  them  to  our  readers — • 

'  The  one  party  think  every  meiifine  of  the  Britifh  government 
not  only  juftifiattle,  but  worthy  of  applaufe,  while  every  atl  of  the 
French  legiflature,  however  juft  and  expedient,  they  involve  in  the. 
fame  cenfiire  as  thofe  a6ts  which  are  really  worthy  of  execration. 
They  exclaim  againfi  the  fraternifation  of  I3elgium  and  Savoy,  and 
applaud  the  fraternifition  of  Martinico  and  Corfica.  They  aff'eifk 
to  execrate  the  invafion  of  Poland,  on  the  principle  that  the  Ruf- 
fian and  Pruffian  defpots  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
government  of  a  fovereign  and  independent  nation  ;  vet  they  moft 
heartily  atfent  to  the  invafion  of  France  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
forcing  on  a  fovereign  and  independent  people  a  form  of  govern- 
ment which  they  had  unequivocally  rejected,  and  in  this  unjuft  and 
quixotic  attempt  they  purchafethe  concurrence  of  one  of  the  pow- 
ers whofe  conducl,  with  refpeil  to  Poland,  thev  affetO:  to  execrate. 
1  hey  fiigmatize  the  French  as  a  nation  of  atheifts,  and  at  the  fame 
time  infult  the  majelly  of  the  great  God,  by  invoking  his  aid  for 
battles  at  which  his  benevolence  mud:  recoil,  converting  a  Deity  of 
peace  into  a  bloody  Moloch,  and  offering  to  him,  inftead  of  gratC' 
fill  incenfe,  the  reeking  fumes  of  hnman  facrifice.  Their  blood 
curdles  at  the  horrid  cruelties  projected  by  a  Marat,  and  executed 
by  a  Robefpierre  and  a  Carrier ;  yet  they  regard,  without  emotion, 
the  plan  of  ftarving  a  whole  nation.  Thev  affeft  to  venerate  the 
Bntifli  conftitution  ;  yet  they  applaud  the  fiifpenhon  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a(^,  during  the  noii-exifience  of  which,  it  is  a  quellion  if 
the  boafted  conftitution  be  not  annihilated  :  admirers  of  a  form  of 
government,  of  which  democracy  forms  as  efiential  a  part  as  mo- 
narchy, they  yet  flindder  at  its  very  mention,  they  incelTantly  fhout 
*  God  fove  the  king,'  but  never  yc^  have  wc  heard  from  them  rnc 
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cry  of  '  God  fave  the  people.'  They  have  ittn  ivith  complacency 
a  minifter  bafely  abandoning  the  principles  on  which  he  had  afcend*. 
ed  to  power,  and  facrificing  at  the  flirine  of  his  apoftacy  the  very 
men  with  whom  he  had  once  united ;  a  printer  puniflied  with  fin? 
and  iniprifonment  for  publifting  the  refolutions  and  declarations  of 
the  minifter  himfelf ;  men  of  the  moft  amiable  character  tranfport- 
ed^  in  the  company  of  common  felons,  to  a  country,  which  to 
them  muft  be  entirely  comfortlefs,  for  profefiing  and  publifliing 
fen'timents  in  which,  a  very  few  years  before,  the  whole  country 
gloried  ;  men  of  the  firft-rate  talents  and  refpeftability  made  to  en- 
dure a  {t\tn  months  imprifonment,  rendered  more  bitter  by  the 
extreme  of  infult  and  contumely,  arraigned  for  the  crime  of  high 
treafon,  undergoing  all  the  anxiety,  which  a  charge  of  fo  ferious  a 
nature  muft  produce  in  minds,  however  innocent,  and  after  all  this 
formidable  apparatus  of  alarm,  the  charge,  by  the  verdi6t  of  a 
jury,'  is  pronounced  to  be  a  calumny, — a  calumny  attempted  to  be 
fiibftantiated  by  the  hired  evidence  of  perjured  fpies  and  informers. 
They  have  feen  iii  particular  a  felon,  inftead  of  meeting  the  pu 
nifhment  enjoined  by  the  law,  condemned,  in  the  face  of  all  law 
and  iuftice,  to  the  mockery  of  a  fortnight's  imprifonment,  in  order 
that  he  might,  ar  the  expiration  of  this  period,  be  futiiciently  puri- 
fied to  contribute,  by  his  fliare  of  perjury,  towards  ftiedding  the 
blood  of  an  innocent  man. 

'  AH  thei'e  things  they  fee  every  day  pafling  without  difapproba- 
tion,  although,  if  they  were  to  read  them  as  the  events  of  paft 
ages,  they  would  regard  them  with  the  indignation  and  abhorrence 
they  deferve.  It  is  party  fpirit,  whofe  magic  wand  thus  transform? 
vice  into  virtue,  deforn)ity  into  beauty,  contempt  into  admiration. 
If  we  turn  to  the  other  i:de  of  the  picture,  we  fliall  find  the  oppo- 
iite  party  not  Icfs  inconfiiient  and  unjull. 

'  One  of  their  idols,  the  leader  of  oppofition,  a  man  who  has 
afllimed  ahnoft  as  equal  a  variety  of  forms  as  Proteus,  and  who  op- 
pofed  the  authority  of  a  temporary  reprefentation  to  the  will  of  the 
fovereign  people,  th-ey  are  pleafed  to  call  a  confiftent  patriot. — • 
They  arfeft  to  venerate  the  admirable  decree  of  the  conftituent  af- 
fembly,  that  France  fliould  for  ever  renounce  the  fpirit  of  conqueft; 
yet  they  fee,  without  difapprobation,  the  pillars  of  the  French 
Hercules  planted  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  tri-colored 
flandard  fioaiing  on  the  fummit  of  the  Alps.  Profeffing  to  be  the 
advocates  of  univerfal  freedom,  they  have  alternately  been  the  par- 
tifans  of  French  demagogues  and  of  French  tyrants.  BriffotineSj 
Maratifts,  Robefpierrifts,  ti;iey  have  now  croaked  in  the  valley,  and 
now  crov^ed  on  the  mountain.  Becaufe  France  ftands  forth  the  afr-, 
fcrter  of  freedom,  every  faction  which  happens  there  to  gain  the 
afcendancy,  however 'liberticidal  its  meafures,  is  fecure  of  their 
applaufe.  Robefpierre,  the  fublime  Robefpierre  beftriding  a  voly 
cano,  was  the  object  of  theiv  enthufiallic  admiration.     -Lo  !  thti 
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Volcano's  fide  Is  rent,  and  the  beftriding  Robefpierre  Is  precipitated 
For  three  days  was  his  fate  doubtful  ;  for  three  days  were  thefe  par- 
tifans  Uncertain  what  opinion  to  form.  Had  he,  on  the  memora- 
ble night  of  the  27th  of  July,  been  victorious,  he  would  have 
continued  their  hero  ;  but  the  inftant  his  fall  was  confirmed,  that 
very  inftant  was  his  character  biafted ;  the  ftern  republican,  the 
man  of  incorruptible  virtue,  was  inftantly  transformed  into  a  mer- 
cenary, luxurious,  cruet  tyrant.  Had  his  faftion  prevailed,  thefe 
partifans  would  have  feen,  without  emotion  (excufing  it  on  the  piea 
of  fcate  neceffity)  the  blood  of  the  very  perfons  {lain  the  axe  of  the 
•guillotine,  who  are  the  prefent  obje<51s  of  their  admiration.  Have 
we  not  witneiTed  fomething  like  this,  in  the  lenfation  excited  by  the 
fall  of  the  Briflbtines  ?  Did  not  the  murders  of  the  virtuous  Ra- 
baud,  the  juft  Roland,  and  the  eloquent  Vergniaud,  meet  with 
excufers  ?  Do  not  thefe  partifans  at  the  prefent  mor;-ient  fee  the  fall 
of  the  jacobins  without  emotion  ?  They  would,  exclaim,  and  with 
juflice  too,  if  the  government  of  this  country  were  to  prevent  the 
people  from  meeting,  under  whatever  form  they  pleafed,  to  difcufs 
political  fubje6ts;  they  have  exclaimed  when  particular  meetings  of 
this  kind  have  been  difperfcd  by  municipal  authority ;  and  yet  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  meafiire,  when  exercifed  by  the  ruling  party  in 
France,  meets  with  their  cxcufe,  if  not  with  their  appiaufe,'  Vol.  i, 
r.  263. 

Tills  is  a  true  and  lively  picture  of  the  ftate  of  parties  in 
this  countr)' ;  the  latter  part  of  the  delineation  is  peculiarly 
correct,  and  charafterifes  a  fet  of  men  who,  to  facilitate  theii" 
own  purpofes,  have  affociated  with  the  friends  of  Briti/h  and 
fobcr  reform,  but  who  wifli  for  nothing  fo  much  as  the  hell  of 
anarchy,  and  who,  like  Alarats  and  Robejpicryes^  are  emulous 
to  mount  from  obfcurity  on  the  llaughtered  bodies  of  their 
fellow  citizens. 

The  Effay  on  the  Connection  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
vi'ith  Liberty  calls  our  attention  to  a  more  pleafing  topic. 
Tliat  the  paradoxical  declamarion  of  Rouifeau  on  this  fubjett 
fhould  have  its  admirers,  and  even  its  converts,  is  nothine 
more  than  a  proof  of  a  pampered  and  corrupted  literary  appe- 
tite, feeking  gratification  from  the  fource  of  a  meretricious 
and  impudent  novelty.  Such  experiments  on  the  good  fenfe 
of  mankind  fliould  be  condemned  with  becoming  fpirlt,  in 
whatever  period  and  by  whatever  talents  tliey  may  be  at- 
tempted. The  philofopher  of  Geneva  has  indeed  adorned  his 
thefis  with  brilliancy  of  imagination  and  of  language  ;  but 
his  ornaments  are  as  abfurdly  and  unnaturally  placed  as  thefe 
of  the  favage,  whofe  manners  and  purfuits  are  the  theme  of 
his  preference  and  encomium.  Under  tlicfe  imprellions,  we 
luve  received  confiderablc  pleafure  from  the  perufal  of  this 
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efiay,  in  whicli  Roufieau's  prepoflerous  do£lr*ine  is  combated' 
with  much  force  of  reafoning,  appofite  iiluftration,  and  ele- 
gance of  iiyle.  The  arguments  are  fo  connected  with  each 
other,  that  we  do  not  think  an  extra6l  would  do  juftice  to  the 
compofition,  v/hich  we  underftand  is  from  the  pen  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  given  very  early  and  promifing  fpecimens  of 
liis  attachment  to  elegant  literature. 

The  pieces  in  the  fecond  volume  are,  upon  the  wliole,' 
much  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  firft  ;  but  the  '  EiTay  on  ♦^he  Ad-. 
vantages  of  a  liberal  Education  to  Perfons  in  Commercial 
Life,'  and  '  On  the  Happinefs  of  the  Romans,'  (from  the. 
Italian  of  II  Caff'c)  may  be  dlfcriminated  in  point  of  merit 
from  the  -reft  :  the  former  in  particular  deferves  applaufe  for 
the  interelling  light  in  which  it  places  the  ftudy  of  the  liberal 
fciences,  and  for  the  fenfible  and  convincing  arguments  it  op- 
pofes  to  a  vulgar  and  long  prevailing  error. 

The  third  and  laft  volume  is  diftinguifhed  by  fix  papers, 
containing  a  *  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Machia- 
vel.'  Though  we  do  not  agree  with  the  author  in  fuppofmg 
that  '  The  Prince'  v/as  intended  as  Tifathc  on  tyranny,  we 
mud  acknowledge  that  he  has  fupported  the  pofition  with 
confidcrable  ingenuity,  and  that  he  plaufibly  vindicates  the 
moral  and  religious  character  of  the  Florentine  fccretary  from 
feveral  ftrone  accufations.  It  is  however  as  an  author  and  a 
politician-i  that  we  have  moll  to  do  with  Machiavel:— his  writ- 
ings exhibit  a  practical  acutenefs  of  reafoning,  that  has  per- 
haps never  been  equalled  ■■,  but  wc  do  not  difcover  in  them 
any  (Iriking  proof  of  a  deHre  to  benefit  mankind  :  his  Dif- 
courfes  on  Livy  are  undoubtedly  interfperfed  with  fentiments 
favourable  to  liberty  ;  yet  it  fliould  be  recollefled,  that  by 
keeping  at  a  cautious  difbance  from  his  own  times,  the  poet 
or  the  hi'lorian  may  often,  under  the  moil  odious  tyranny, 
fafely  pronounce  the  panegyric  of  freedom  ;  that  this  ap- 
plaufe, as  it  is  in  general  without  danger^,  is  doubtlefs  fre- 
quently without  fincerity  ;  and  that  if  the  animated  expref- 
iions  of  the  author  be  probably  infplred  by  his  feelings,  the 
momentary  impulfe  may  be  fteadily  contradicled  by  his  perfo- 
nal  habits  and  pra£ticai  opinions  *.  We  are,  therefore,  by 
no  means  convinced  that  Machiavel  was  ironical  in  propofing 
Csefar  Borgia  as  an  example  for  the  conduct' of  princes  :  fraud 
and  aSafluuuion  were  familiar  expedients  in  the  intriguing 

*The  fame  .'liflorinn  whr  '"o  eloquently  alludes  to  the  brilliant  ages  of  i?oKja» 
liberty,  atid  v/ho  taik'«  cf  hreafliint;;  '  the  fine  air  of  the  reb-jkic''  can  fcaicely 
find  term-;  adequate  to  convey  his  deteftation  of  '  that  curied  {I'rench')  revoiu- 
tion,'  -which  ocilfoycd  the  fpiendour  of  the  crurt  of  Veriailks.  Vide  Letter 
to  Lord  SJitfTuld— ^Gibbon's  I'oflhumots  V^'orks. 
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politics  of  Italy,  and,  by  their  frequency,  m'rgat  lofe  a  part  of. 
their  odium  in  the  eyes  of  RJachiavel,  who,  it  nruil  be  re- 
membered, was  himfelf  an  Italian^  a  poliilcian^  and  no  theo-^ 
rifl.- 

With  the  Remarks' on  the  late  King  of  Prufiui's  '  Anti- 
Machiavel,'  or  examen  of  The  Frince,  v/e  cordially  agree,  hav- 
ing alwavs  confidered  that  much  celebrated  fpecimen  of  roy-al 
criticifm,  as  common-place  and  hypocritical. 

The  Cabinet   contains  a  hiflory  of  the  prefeut  war,  con- 
tinued in  fections  through  the  three  volumes.     This  hiilorical 
llcetch  difcovers  great  ability  of  compofition  ;  and  we  there- 
fore feel  ourfelves  peculiarly  called  upon  as  journaliRs,  ta 
cenfure  the  extreme  and  difgufting  partiality  with  which  the 
author  has  treated  the  fubjeiSI  .■•^-every  achievement,  from  the 
greateft  to  the  moft  triflmg,  on  the  part  of  the  French,  is 
loaded  with   hyperbolical   encomium,   while  every   meafure 
adopted  by  this  country  during  the  conteft,  is  indifcrimiuately 
branded  with  the  reproaches  of  negligence,  folly?  and  cow- 
ardice !  This  frenchified  hiftorian  is  io  blind  and  infatuated 
by  his  prejudices,  as  even  to  believe  and  to  reiterate  the  ca- 
lumnies fpread  by  the  republicans  againfl;  many  of  tlieir  mur- 
dered and  perfecuted  generals ;  he  alfo  feduloufly  endeavours 
to  extenuate  the  glory  of  our  naval  vitlory  on  the  firft  of 
June   1794 — not  as  a  philofopher  lam.enting  the  efi'ufion  of 
blood,  but  as  a  partifan  rcprefenting  that  tlie  refult  of  that 
engagement  was  exailly  what  the  enemy  defired,  viz,  to  co- 
ver the   arrival  of  their  convoy  :  fo   faid  the  French  them- 
felves ;  but  we  are  furprifed  and  afhamed  that  the  writer  of 
the  papers  in  queftion  fhould  thus  have  fufFered  a  rank  party 
fpirit  to  midead  his  talents,  and  to  exercife  its  petulant  defpo- 
tifm  over  facts  that  belong  to  a  much  more  impartial  and  dig- 
nified hiilorical  recognition. 

The  poetry  in  the  Cabinet  is  pleafing,  but  not  above  medi- 
ocrity;  of  the  various  fpecimens,  we  think  the  '  Poeme  ou 
Martilmane  Daye,'  and  the  *  Ode  to  Eolus's  Harp,'  confi- 
derably  the  bed. 

As  we  always  feel  a  wifli  to  fupport  the  genuine  principles 
of  freedom,  and  as  we  alfo  highly  approve  of  mifcellaneous 
literary  colIe£tions,  we  are  forry  that  we  c.nmoc  in  jiiftice 
give  more  unqualified  praife  to  the  prefent  publication  :  many 
of  the  pp.pers  it  contains  are  undoubtedly  well  written,  but 
the  greater  number  are  very  fuperficial  ;  and  it  difcovers  upon 
the  whole  a  political  acrimony,  better  calculated  to  obtain  the 
temporary  applaufe  of  party,  than  th'.-  permanent  honours  of 
candid  criticifm. 

Fotms, 
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Pccms.      By   R'   Southey.     ^vo.     X^s.      Boards.      RobinfonS* 

1797. 

'T'HE  atithor  of  the  volume  before  us  h  already  well-knowm 
■^  by  his  poetical  produclionG.  Joan  of  Arc  *,  if  it  polleffes 
fome  defects  as  an  epic  poem,  yet  difplays  great  powers  of 
clefcription,  an  ardent  love  of  liberty,  and  an  uncommon  fkili 
in  exciting  the  fofter  feelings  of  fympathy  and  benevolence. 
Mr.  Southey's  fmailer  poems  alfo,  already  publifhed  (though 
fometimes  difcovering  marks  of  precipitation,  and  wanting 
that  finifli  which  corretl:  poetry  requires)  difcovered  great  ge- 
nius, and  raifed  a  well-grounded  belief  that  the  author 
would  arrive,  in  future  years,  at  eminence  in  the  department 
of  poetry. 

Mr.  Southey  tells  us  in  his  Preface — - 

'  J  have  collefted  in  this  volume  the  produftions  of  very  dl- 
ftant  periods.  The  lyric  pieces  were  vvrirten  in  earlier  youth  ;  I 
now  think  the  Ode  the  moft  worthlefs  fpecies  of  compofition  as  well 
?s  the  moft  difficult,  and  ftiould  never  again  attempt  it,  even  if  my 
future  purfuits  were  fuch  as  allowed  leifure  for  poetry.  The  poems 
addreiTsd  to  the  heart  and  the  underftanding  are  thofe  of  my  ma- 
turer  judgment.  The  Infcriptions  will  be  lound  to  differ  from  the 
Greek  fimplicity  of  Akenfide's  in  the  point  that  generally  concludes 
them.  The  Sonnets  were  written  firfl,  or  I  would  have  adopted  a 
diftcient  title,  and  avoided  the  fliackle  of  rhyme  and  the  confine- 
ment to  fourteen  lines.'     p.  5. 

Though  the  Ode  has  been  rendered  fubfervient  to  the 
jneaneft  and  mcfb  worthlefs  purpofes,  yet  we  cannot  concede 
to  Mr.  Southey  that  it  is  in  its  own  nature  the  mofi;  worthlefs 
fpecies  of  poetry,  or  incapable  of  rendering  important  fer- 
vices  -to  mankind.  Our  author  ccnfefles  it  is  the  moft  difficult 
fpecies  of  poetry  ;  but  if  it  admits  of,  if  it  abfolutely  requires, 
a  fire  of  genius  poffelTsd  by  few,  fpirit,  fublimity,  and  elegance, 
the  CQrre(5lnefs  of  art,  ^nd  a  maturity  of  judgment, —  if  all 
that  is  important"  in  itiorals  and  facred  in  liberty,  as  well  as 
the  lighter  purfuits  of  pieafure  and  love,  may  be  advanced  by 
the  Ode, — Mr.  Southey  will,  we  think,  on  refleilion,  concede 
that  he  has  fpoken  too  haftily.  Waving,  however,  obfervations 
of  this  kind,  we  proceed  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  fol- 
lowing fpecimens  of  the  publication.  The  Triumph  of 
"Woman  is  a  fine  poem,  though  fome  readers  will  obje£l  to 
the  irregularity  of  the  meafure.  The  following  lines  are 
very  pretty — 

*  Why  is  the  warrior's  cheek  fo  red, 
Why  downward  droops  his  mufing  head  ? 

*  See  C.-it.  Rev.  New  Arr,  Vol.  XVL  p.  191.  and  Vol.  XVAI.  p.  182. 
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Why  that  flaw  ftep,  that  faint  advance, 
That  keen  yet  quick-retreating  glance  ? 
That  crefted  head  in  war  tower'd  high, 
No  backward  glance  difgrac'd  that  eye, 
.  No  flufliing  fear  that  cheek  o'erfpread 
When  flern  he  ftrode  o'er  heaps  of  dead  j 
Strange  tumxilt  now  his  bofom  moves— 
The  warrior  fears  becaufe  he  loves. 

*  Why  does  the  youth  delight  to  rov€ 
Amid  the  dark  and  lonely  grove  ? 
Why  in  the  throng  where  ail  are  gay, 

His  wandering  eye  with  meaning  fraughtj 

Sits  h"e  alone  in  fiienl  thought? 
Silent  he  fits  ;  for  far  away 
His  paffion'd  foul  delights  to  dray; 
Reclufe  he  roves  and  itrives  to  fliun 
All  human-kind  becalife  he  loves  but  one  !'     p.  22. 

The  fonnet  Is  a  fmaller  fpecies  of  ode  j  and  thougli  of  the 
mod  artificial  characSler,  it  admits  of  great  elegance  :  we 
chink  Mr.  Southey's  Sonnets  on  the  Slave  Trade  will  pleafe 
every  friend  to  humanity.  We  prefent  the  followihg  to  our 
readers — 

*  Oh  he  is  worn  with  toil !  the  big  drops  nm 

Down  his  dark  cheek  ;  hold — hold  thy  mereil^fj  hand, 
Pale  tyrant  1   for  beneath  thy  hard  comitiahd. 

O'crwearied  Nature  finks.     The  fcorching  funj 

As  pitylefs  as  proud  Profperity, 

Darts  on  hun  his  full  beams;  gsfping  he  lies 
Arraigning  with  his  looks  the  patient  ll;ies^ 

While  that  inhunian  trader  lifts'  on  high 

The  mangling  fcourge.     Oh  ye  who  at.  youf  eafe 
Sip  the  blood  fweeten'd  beverage  !   thoughts  like  thefe 

Haply  ye  fcorn  :  I  thank  thee  gracious  God  I 
That  I  do  feel  upon  my  cheek  the  glow 

Of  indignation,  when  beneath  the  rod 

A  fable  brother  writhes  in  filent  woe.'     p.  33. 

The  following  very  afFeiting  poem  is  the  firfl  of  the  Botany 
Bay  Eclogues. 

*  ELINOR. 

Time,   Morning.      Scefic^  the  S/iore*, 

*  Once  more  to  daily  toil — once  more  to  wear 
The  weeds  of  infamy — from  eve'y  joy 

•  The  female  coiividis  arc  freque.Ttly  err.'  eyed  in  colledlin^  flicUs  Jfor  the 
jiiirpofc  of  making  iimc. 

Crit.  Rev.  Vot.  XIX.  Marc/:,  1797.  Y  The 
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The  heart  can  feel  excluded,  I  arife 
Worn  out  and  faint  with  unremitting  woe; 
And  once  again  with  wearied  fleps  1  trace 
The  hollow-foun'dino;  fliore.     The  fwellino:  wave-j 
Gleam  to  the  morning  fun,  and  dazzle  o'er 
With  many  a  fplendid  hue  the  breezy  {tranc!*. 
Oh  there  was  ohce  a  time  when  Elinar 
Gaz'd  on  thy  opening  beam  with  joyous  eye 
XJndimm'd  by  guilt  and  grief  I   when  her  full  foul 
Felt  thy  mild  radiance,  and  the  riiing  day 
Waked  but  to  pleafure  !  on  thy  fea-girt  verge 
Oft  England  !  have  my  evening  fleps  ftole  on, 
Oft  have  mine  eyes  furveyed  the  blue  expanfe. 
And  mark'd  the  wild  wind  fwell  the  ruffled  furgc. 
And  Cecn  tire  upheaved  billows  bofomed  rage 
Rufli  on  the  rock  ;  and  then  my  timid  foul 
Shrunk  at  the  perils  of  the  boundlefs  deep, 
And  heaved  a  fig[h  for  fufferina  mariners. 
Ah  !  little  deeming  I  myfelf  was  doom'd 
-     To  tempt  the  perils  of  the  boundlefs  deep. 
An  outcafl — nnbeloved  and  unbcwail'd. 

*  Why  flern  Remembrance !  mull  thine  iron  hand 

Harrow  mv  foul?  why  cails  thv  cruel  power 

The  fields  of  England  to  my  exil'd  eyes, 

The  joys  which  once  were  mihe?  even  now  I  fee 

The  lowly  lovely  dwelling  1  even  now 

Behold  the  woodbine  clafping  its  white  walls 

And  hear  the  fearlefs  red-brealts  chirp  around 

To  afk  their  morning  meal : — fOr  I  was  Wont 

With  friendly  hand  to  give  their  morning  meal. 

Was  wont  to  love  their  fong,  when  lingering  mon* 

Streak'd  o'er  the  ciiilly  landlkip  the  dim  light, 

And  thro'  the  open'd  lattice  hung  my  head 

To  view  the  fnow-drop's  bud  :  and  thence  at  eve 

When  mildlv  fading  funk  the  fummer  fun. 

Oft  have  I  loved  to  mark  the  rook's  flow  courfe 

And  hear  his  hollow  croak,  what  time  he  fought 

The  church-yard  elm,  whofe  wide-embowering  boughs 

Full  foliaged,  half  conceal'd  the  houfe  of  God. 

There,  my  dead  father !  often  have  I  heard 

Thy  hallow'd  voice  explain  the  wonderous  worki 

Of  heaven  to  finful  man.     Ah  !  little  deem'd 

Thy  virtuous  bofom,  that  thy  fliamelefs  child 

So  foon  fhould  fpurn  the  leflbn  !  fink  the  flavc 

Of  vige  and  infamy  !  the  hirehng  prey 

Of  brutal  appetite  !  at  length  worn  out 

With  famine,  and  the  avenging  fcourge  of  guilt, 

Should  dare  diflionefly  —  yet  dread  to  die  ! 

J  "  Wekoms 
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,    ^  Welcome  ye  favage  lands,  ye  barbarous  climes, 
Where  angry  England  fends  her  outcaft  fons  — 
I  hail  your  joylefs  fliores !   my  weary  bark 
Long  tempeft-tofl  on  life's  inclement  fea, 
Here  hails  her  haven  !   welcomes  the  drear  fcene, 
The  marfhy  plain,  the  briar-entangled  wood, 
And  all  the  perils  of  a  world  unknown.       / 
For  Elinor  has  nothing  new  to  fear 
From  fickle  Fortune  !   all  her  rankling  fhafts 
Barb'd  with  difgr^-je,  and  veiiom'd  with  difeafe. 
Have  pierced  my  bofom,  and  the  dart  of  death 
Has  loft  its  terrors  to  a  wretch  like  me. 

*  Welcome  ye  marfliy  heaths  !  ye  pathlefs  woods, 
Where  the  rude  native  refts  hii  wenried  frame 
Beneath  the  fheltering  fhade;  where,  when  the  ftormj 
As  rough  and  bleak  it  rolls  along  the  fky,    . 
Benumbs  his  naked  limbs,  he  flies  to  feek 
The  dripping  flielter.     Welcome  ye  wild  plains 
Unbroken  by  the  plough,  undelv'd  by  hand 
Of  patient  ruftic  ;  where  for  lowing  herds, 
And  for  the  mufic  of  the  bleating  flocks. 
Alone  is  heard  the  kangaroo's  fad  note 
Deepening  in  diftance.     Welcome  ye  rude  climes, 
The  realm  of  nature  !   for  as  yet  unknown 
The  crimes  and  comforts  of  luxurious  life, 
Nature  benignly  gives  to  all  enough, 
Denies  to  all  a  fuperfluity. 
What  tho'  the  garb  of  infamy  I  we^r, 
Tho'  day  by  day  along  the  echoing  beach  : 

I  cull  the  wave-worn  lliells,  yet  day  by  day 
I  earn  in  honefty  my  frugal  food, 
And  lay  me  down  at  night  to  calm  repofe. 
No  more  cohdemh'd  the  mercenary  tool 
Of  brutal  luft,  while  heaves  the  indignant  hcart 
With  virtue's  ftifled  figh,  to  fold  my  arms 
Round  the  rank  felon,  and  for  daily  bread 
To  hug  contagion  to  my  poifon'd  breaft  ; 
On  thefe  wild  fhores  Repentance'  fiviour  hand 
Shall  probe  my  fecret  foul,  fliail  cleanfe  its  woundo 
And  fit  the  faithful  penitent  for  heaven.'     p.  77. 

The  fame  animated  defcription,  the  fame  fpirU:  of  benevo- 
lence, and  the  fame  love  of  virtue,  that  pervaded  Mr.  JSouthey'S 
former  poems,  will  be  found  in  this  volume. 
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Prog'efs  of  Reafoftf  from  Senjc  to  Science  and  Philofophy.  In 
Three  Paris.  By  James  Huttony  M.  D.  iff  F.  R.  S.  E. 
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Tf*IVE  times  has  the  printer  reminded  us  of  the  length  of 
■*•  time  this  work  has  been  upon  our  hands  :  five  times  have 
we  affailed  the  three  quarto  volumes,  but  in  vain.-  We  have 
been  repulfed  at  each  attack :  and  a,t  this  moment  we  feel 
ourfelves  unable  todojuftice  to  ourfeives,  to  the  author,  or 
to  the  readers.  To  what  can  this  be  owing  ?  We  have  read 
Bacon,  Locke,  Hartley  :  and,  if  we  did  not  every-v/h^re  agree 
with  thefe  writers,  we  could  at  leall  analyfe  their  refpedlive 
opinions,  we  could  point  out  in  what  we  differed  from  them, 
we  could  in  general  afcertain  the  particular  aim  of  each  part, 
and  explain  it  in  few  words  to  others.  Here  \{re  are  totally  at 
a  lofs.  We  are  immerfed  into  a  fpecies  of  writing,  the  modern 
rnetaphyfics,  which,  of  all  the  things  we  ever  attempted  to 
comprehend,  are  the  leall  interelling  and  leaft  intelligible. 
The  writer  thinks  prolixity,  of  the  evils  he  might  incur  in  his 
works,  the  leaft  :  and  we  are  dragged  without  mercy  through 
the  fcience  of  philofophy,  and  the  philofophy  of  fcience — 
through  the  theory  of  idea,  and  the  idea  of  theory,  till  we 
know  not  whether  we  ftand  upon  our  head  or  our  heels. 

Indeed  it  is  juft  as  eafy  to  write  thirty  as  three  volumes  upon 
the  fubjefl  of  this  work.  Metaphyfics,  fcience,  philofophy, 
are  three  pretty  words,  which  with  the  help  of  a  few  digref- 
fions  on  Hume,  Locke,  Berkeley,  &c.  may  be  made  into  a 
fyftem,  which  fome  perfons  may  take  great  pleafure  in  con- 
templating, but  which  to  thofe  \vho  are  ufed  to  proof  and 
fail,  to  plain  fenfe  and  elegant  compofition,  will  be  even 
difgufliiig.  The  very  phrafe  to  *  knoiv  knozvingiyy'  fliocks 
our  ears  :  we  are  thinking  of  the  vulgar  language — a  know- 
ing fellow.  Semper  ad  cvenlum  fcjlinoy  is  a  maxim  equally 
true  in  metaphyfics  as  in  poetry  :  but  here  there  are  fo  many 
interruptions,  fo  many  addreiies  to  the  reader  to  let  him 
know  that  fomething  great  is  to  come,  that  we  fhall  congra- 
tulate any  ftudent  who  can  get  through  the  three  volumes  by 
fair  reading,  without  meeting  as  many  difappointments  as 
ourfelves. 

We  will  not,  therefore,  do  fo  much  injullice  to  the  author  as 
to  attempt  tcT  analyfe  his  work.  Let  the  contents  fpeak  for 
themfelves :  and  from  the  general  heads  prefixed  to  the  firft 
volume,  our  readers  who  are  converfant  with  the  modern  me- 
taphyfics, may  form  fonw  eitimate  of  tlie  contents  of  the 
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*  Of  the  Natural  Progrefs  in  Knowledge,  or,  the  Inftlndive  Fa- 
culties which  lead  to  Science — Of  Kno-wledge  in  General,  and  the 
Objedt  of  this  Treatife,  being  introduftory  to  the  Work. — Of 
Knowledge,  as  a  Thing  in  which  there  may  be  diilinguiflied  dif- 
ferent Kinds. — Of  Perceptioij,  as  an  A6tion  of  Mind,  and  as  thus 
jJiftinguiftied  in  relation  to  Scnfation — Conception,  as  a  Faculty  of 
JMind,  diftinguifiied;  and,  as  a  Term  in  Science,  explained — Of 
Paffion  in  relation  to  Knowledge — Of  Ad^ion  in  relation  to  Know- 
ledge— Concerning  Ideas  — Examination  of  the  Theories  of  iVIr, 
Locke  and  Dr.  Berkeley- — Of  Reafon  as  a  Faculty  of  Mind  —  Of 
Science,  or  the  Confcious  Principles  which  lead  to  Wifdom — Of 
Science  as  a  Progrefs  in  Knowledge — Scientific  Analyfis  Uluftrated, 

^  in  examining  the  Principles  of  Speech — -Of  the  Progrefs  of  Mind 
reafoning  in  the  natural  Courfe  of  Science — Of  Time  and  Space 
as  Scientific  Principles — Of  Unity  and  Number  as  Scientific  Prin- 
ciples—r-Of  Caufe  and  Etfecl — Concerning  Experience — Concern- 
ing the  proper  Evidence  of  Things,  and  the  Nature  of  Philofophic 
Principles-^Concerning  the  apparent  Inactivity  commonly,  but 
erroueouily,  attributed  to  Material  Things — Nature  of  Matter,  a? 
the  Principles  of  perceived  Objefts  or  external  Things — Of  that 
which,  in  the  Language  of  Science,  is  termed  Nature — The  Ideas 
of  Matter  and  Motion,  as  Principles  in  the  Explanation  of  Natural 
Appearances,  examined — General  Views  and  Reflexions  with  re- 
gard to  Science,  as  the  Progrefs  of  the  Human  IntellecT- — lA  View 
of  the  Principles  of  Orthography,  in  illullration  of  the  Theory  of 
Scienti.^c  Analyfis — Of  Wifdom  or  Philofophy,  as  the  proper  End 
of  Science  and  the  Means  of  Happinefs  —  General  View  of  the 
Progrefs  of  Intelleft,  from  Science  to  Philofophy — Application  of 
the  inveftigated  Principles  to  the  Study  of  Natural  Philofophy — The 
Education  of  the  Human  Mind  examined  upon  general  Principles — 
Of  certain  Speculative  Subjcfts,  naturally  flowing  from  Science, 
and  interefting  to  Philofophy-^Scicnce  of  Moral  Adiori,  or  the 
confcious  Operations  of  a  Scientific  Mind — Philofophy  of  Moral 
Condu£l,  or  a  Syftcm  of  Morality  in  the  Wifdom  of  Voluntary 
Aoents — Of  Piety  and  Religion,  confidered  in  relation  to  Philofo- 
phy—-A  fummary  View  of  the  Intelleftual  Syflcm,  in  order  to 
ui)derftand  the  Nature  and  Importance  of  Philofophy.'  Vol.  i, 
p.  xxjivii. 

The  obje£l:  of  the  writer  is  well  explained  by  himfelf  ii^ 
tUe  fir  ft  fe«5lion — 

*  The  purpofe  of  this  treatife,  then,  is  to  explain  the  nature  of 
human  knowledge,  from  its  beginning  iq  the  pafllon  of  fenfc,  to 
its  accompiiQtment  in  the  moft  mature  jvidgment;  to  fliew  that 
fcience  is  the  prerogative  of  man  ;  and  that  this  train,  of  thought 
and  reafon,  leads  to  wifdom.  The  nature-  of  wifdom  is  then  to 
be  exaij>j(ied,  with  a  view  to  £he,yv  how  roai^j  in  the  purfuit  of 
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his  acquired  talents,  arrives  at  virtue,  and  then  becomes  the  au-j 
thor  of  his  proper  happinefs.  Here  is  an  arduous  undertaking; 
and  it  will  require  long  reafouing  and  much  difcourfe,  to  make 
the  fubjeft  appear  in  its  full  light.  But  it  fliould  be  confidered, 
that  the  end  is  of  importance;  and  that  every  part  of  the  fub^ 
jeft  is  highly  interefting  to  a  perfon  who  is  pleafed  to  reafon,  and 
who  mav  be  entertained  with  the  inveftigation  of  truth.'     Vol,  i. 


p.  I 


To  give  a  fliglit  fpeclmen  of  the  author's  talent  at  defini- 
tion, we  fhall  felecl  an  extrad  alfo  from  the  firft  fe£tion,  in 
which,  after  having  talked  for  fome  time  about  knowledge,  he 
introduces  that  word  in  connedlion  with  intelled^  fcience, 
and  underflanding — 

'  Knowledge  is  a  term  applicable  to  any  part  of  this  intelleftual 
progrefs ;  confequcntly,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  pro- 
grefs,  or  from  the  firft  to  the  laft  ftep  in  knowledge,  the  difference 
is  extreme,  although  the  fame  term  may  be  employed,  as  denoting 
the  advancement  from  an  inferior  to  a  fuperior  part.  Such  is  the 
common  ufe  of  that  term  ;  for  we  are  faid  to  know  from  fenfation, 
as  well  as  in  the  moil:  fupreme  degree  of  reafon  and  underflanding. 
It  will  thus  appear,  that  notvvithftanding  the  application  of  the  fam^ 
term,  the  knowledge,  with  which  the  progrefs  of  mind  is  begun, 
may  differ  fron)  that  with  which  it  is  to  end,  as  much  as  things 
which  are  confidered  as  being  but  little  or  in  no  degree  fimilar. 
Therefore,  knowledge,  fimple  and  primary,  in  which  nothing  is  to 
be  diftinguidied,  may  differ  ^.pccirically  from  intelleft ;  although 
thofe  two  things  ftill  "gree,  as  4<nowledge,  in  being  part  of  a  pro- 
cefs,  when  the  mind  is  made  to  advance  from  its  beginning,  and 
led  to  the  perfeftion  of  its  nature. 

'  Ui'.dsrdanding  being  thus  confidered  as  being  more  than  th^ 
rnoft'fimple  fpecies  of  our  knowledge,  which  is  then  original  in  re- 
iation  to  that  underflanding,  fcience  will,  in  like  manner,  be  found 
more  than  that  fimple  underflanding,  which  is  then  original  in 
relation  to  the  fpecies  of  knowledge  I:ere  termed  fcience.  For, 
fcience  is  the  farther  operation  of  mind,  in  relation  to  that  know- 
ledge which  has  been 'acquired  by  the  faculty  of  uqderftandingr 
Now,  as  underflanding  is  properly  the  difcernment  of  the  mind, 
employed  in  relation  to  theTimple  knowledge^  or  that  information 
which  is  attained  by  i'enfation  and  perception,  fcience  will  appear  to 
^e  the  uifcernmenc  of  the  mind  again  employed,  not  upon  the  fim- 
ple knowledge  of  fenfation  and  perception,  but  in  relation  to  tht; 
jcnowledge  which  has  been  attained  by  means  of  the  under  (landing/ 
Vol.  i.  To  i8, 

We  have  no  great  opinion  of  metaphyfics  in  general,  as 
they  <i)e  called,  yet  we  wi(h  to  fee  them  treated  accurately,  as 
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Is  the  cafe  with  other  fciences.  If  they  mean  the  hiflory  o£ 
our  mind,  and  the  mode  of  arriving  at  knowledge,  we  con- 
ceive that  a  ftrifter  attention  to  man  in  every  ftage  of  his  be- 
ing is  necelTary,  than  feems  to  have  been  paid  by  this  writer ; 
or  if  he  has  really  paid  that  attention,  and  derived  his  know- 
ledge from  the  a£tual  furvey  of  others,  and  experiments  on 
his  own  mini),  we  wifli  that  he  had  paid  a  greater  degree  of 
attention  to  ftylc,  language,  and  c  ompofition.  Yet  fome  of 
the  lovers  of  metaphyfics  may  poffibly  comprehend  the  fol- 
lowing paflage — 

*  A'though  this  fclence  of  metaphyfics,  oi*  of  our  knowledge 
and  underflanding,  would  be  unintelligible  in  its  langaagetoa  perfon 
vvitho.it  fcience,  and  infcruiahle  to  him  in  its  meaning,  it  will  ap- 
pear to  be  the  only  means  by  which  m.ay  be  condi^cled  a  philofo- 
phical  refearch  into  the  nature  of  things,  fo  far  as  tlie  fiibjeft  of 
inquiry  lliall  be  to  difcriminate  thefe  and  thoughts,  with  which 
things  may  be  confounded,  as  they  often  are.  Therefore,  though 
this  fcience  be  undoubtedly  the  laft  in  the  order  of  its  natural  at- 
tainment, it  may  neverthelefs  be  placed  firft  in  the  order  of  fcien-. 
tific  doctrine,  to  minds  which  have  already  arrived  at  fcience  and 
philofophy.  Here  the  proper  purpofe  of  the  fcience  is,  by  an  in- 
verted order  of  procedure,  to  advance  the  knou'Icdge  of  the  ratio- 
nal mind  orfcientific  perfon  by  inifruftion  ;  and  thus,  in  the  fpace 
of  a  kw  day-  or  weeks,  communicate  to  the  individul  who  attends 
to  the  fuhjeft,  what  may  have  req'ured  an  indefinite  fpace  of  time 
in  the  fuccelfion  of  ages,  and  much  ftudy  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
fpecies.'     Vol.  i.  p.  40. 

We  have  been  accuflomed  to  confider  Idea  as  a  term  intror 
duced  by  Mr.  Locke,  and  defcribed  by  him.  Our  writer  does 
not  acquiefce  in  that  definition ;  he  makes  it  a  particular 
fpecies  of  thought — 

'  Idea  being  neither  fenfition  nor  perception,  this  fpecies  of 
thought  muft  be  conception,  fo  far  as  by  conception  is  underrtood 
knowledge  produced  by  the  mind  itfclf,  and  not  following  imme- 
diately in  confequence  of  foreign  influence,  or  of  being  excited  by 
an  external  agent.  But,  among  the  various  conceptions  of  mind, 
idea  may  be  diftinguiflied  as  being  only  the  reprefentation  of  know- 
ledge, which  had  already  been  produced  in  the  mind,  by  whatever 
caufe  had  been  excited  that  knowledge ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  by  what- 
ever term  fliall  be  exprefTed  the  reprcfented  knowledge  (now  called 
idea),  it  will  be  evident,  that  it  is  by  the  faculty  of  memory  this  is 
clfeded.'     Vol.  i.  p.  z^q. 

A  long  difcourfe  follows  upon  Idea,  which  we  do  not  un- 
derfland  ;  -and,  in  hopes  of  getting  fome  clear  ideas,  wc  enter 
upon  a  dillertation  on  the  unalyfis  of  fpeech. 
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Here  v/e  ,fir.d  a  few  plain  and  obvious  thoughts  dilated 
through  feventy  pages  :  and  the  whole  may  be  reduced  to  this — 
that  fpeech  arifes  out  of  fome  fimple  arbitrary  founds,  which  by- 
peculiar  art  are  modified  to  exprefs  the  infinity  of  our  thoughts. 
We  are  by  no  means  clear  that  the  firft  words  of  a  child  muft 
be  ba  or  po^  or  ab,  or  ap  :  and  perhaps  if  there  is  a  naticu 
which  does  not  exprefs  the  relationfliip  of  fraternity  by  fome 
of  thofe  founds,  others  may  come  into  the  child's  head  as  foon 
as  thefe.  Neither  do  we  agree  with  cur  author  in  his  account 
of  our  word  of — 

'  Of  fignifies  the  relation  or  conne6lion  of  qualities  and  the 
things  which  are  qualified.  For  example,  the  diameter  of  z.  circle, 
the  heat  of  fire,  the  colour  of  a  rofe,  the  fon  of  ]ohn  ;  here  the 
tcrm/o;/  qualifies  Johi  as  a  father,  and  of  exprefles  their  relation  or 
ccnneftion.  In  all  thefe  abftraft  ideas,  there  is  either  time,  place, 
or  number;  but,  in  the  idea  expreffed  by  the  article  tJic^  there  is 
neither  of  thofe  three ;  this  abftra£l  idea  neither  implies  fingularity 
nor  plurality,  but  particularity,  in  oppofition  to  generality.'  Vol,  i, 
p.  640. 

We  recommend  our  author  to  ftudy  with  attention  the  fyf- 
tem  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ;  and  he  will  find  an  eafier  v/ay  of 
determining  the  meaning  of  his  words.  In  the  fecond  volume 
there  are  fome  thoughts  on  fpelling,  which  deferve  praife  :  but 
here  the  original  fin  of  prolixity  prevails  as  in  the  other  parts ; 
a:id  the  author  does  not  feem  to  have  examined  a  fufficient 
number  of  languages  to  make  his  alphabet  correcl:.  If  the 
Spaniili  is  to  be  introduced,  why  not  the  peculiar  founds  of 
the  Germans  and  the  Arabians  ? 

We  haften  to  the  conclufion,  and  in  the  Syftem  of  Human 
Nature  find  with  pleafure  that  ourauthor  fums  up  his  philofo- 
phy  in  an  intelligible  manner,  and  attributes  due  praife  to  the 
great  creator — 

*  Human  nature  being  thus  confidered  in  the  perfeiTtion  of  its 
prefent  ftatc,  or  aftual  exiftence,  we  find  man  regulated,  for  his 
good,  by  three  different  kinds  of  motives. 

'  Firlt,  We  find  a  regulated  coiiduft,  founded  on  the  precepts 

of  tlie  wife,  and  on  the  example  of  thofe  that  are  admired.     This 

~is  the  lowell  order  of  regulated  man  ;  and  it  is  founded  on  the  in- 

flinftive  credulity  of  his  nature,  which  may  be  either  employed  on 

truth  or  falfehood. 

'.  Secondly,  We  find  a  regulated  defire,  founded  on  truth  and 
fcientific  principle,  and  reftrained  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  duty,  in 
a  perfon  fenfible  to  fvftem.  Here  man  appears  as  man, — a  being 
exerting  his  intelleftual  capacities,  knowing  according  to  the  rule  of 
confcious  principle,  and  fcorning  fallacious  authority,  or  refufing 
to  believe  even  truth  itieif  of  which  he  has  not  fccn  the  evidence. 
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*  Laflly,  We  find  in  man  a  regulated  fatisfa6lion,  founded  on 
the  knowledge  of  his  own  nature,  and  on  the  admiration  of  the 
f^eneral  or  divine  wifdom  ;  a  w.fdom  which  has  ordained  happinefs 
as  the  end  of  our  exiftence,  which  has  appointed  life  as  the  means  of 
fcience,  and  fcience  as  the  means  of  human  w  ifdom.  Here  man  ap- 
pears ill  the  capacity  of  a  fuperior  being,  giving  light  to  man,  (who 
naturally  fees  not  beyond  the  inftinftivc  knowledge  of  his  animal 
<;xiftente,)  and  creating  fyftem  for  the  extension  of  happinefs,  whick 
he  feels  himfelf,  and  wiflies  to  make  others  feel.'  Vol.  iii.  p.  705. 

On  examining  the  dlfFerent  (lagcs  of  man,  we  come  to  the 
grand  queftion  of  the  evil  in  this  world — 

'  It  will  thus  appear,  that  it  is  unjuft,  or  erroneous,  to  accufc 
the  author  of  human  nature  with  malevolence,  or  to  fuppofe  the 
fovereign  power  as  being  angry,  and  avenging  wrong,  which  ha« 
no  place  in  nature.  Man,  in  tranfgreiTing  nature's  laws,  offends 
himfelf;  and  Gonfcience,  in  avenging  the  injuftlce  of  man's  con- 
du6l,  may  be  faid  to  punifli  the  offence,  in  juflifying  the  order  of 
the  fyfiem.  In  this  conflitution  of  man,  the  wifdom  and  benevo- 
lence of  the  fyflem  is  confpicuous ;  for,  while  vice  in  the  expe- 
rience of  folly  is  correfted,  crime  finds  its  punifliment  in  an  offend- 
ed confcience.  But^  if  the  commiffion  of  crime  gives  miferv,  and 
if  hum.anity  gives  happinefs  in  refietftion,  What  greater  fecurity  caa 
be  contrived  for  the  beneficence  of  voluntary  agents  ?  Or  what 
more  convincing  evidence  can  be  exhiliited,  for  the  a£lual  exiftence 
of  fupreme  wifdom  and  benevolence  ? 

'  Let  not  nature  therefore,  in  the  ignorance  of  man, -be  accufed 
of  having  created  folly,  and  produced  evil,  on  purpofe  to  give  mi« 
fery  to  that  beingvvho  ofren  judges  without  wifdom.  Nature  has 
made  the  etfefts  of  folly  to  man  difguftful ;  and  has  ordained,  that 
his  willing  of  evil  fhould  be  followed  with  aconfcious  mifery.  Such 
is  alfo  the  benevolence  of  thisfyflem  of  nature,  that  ignorance,  in 
Imman  intelleft,  is  not  attended  with  the  fenfe  of  mifery,  no  more 
than  a  dead  body  is  fenfible  of  pain  or  Icfion  ;  and,  as  the  willing 
of  no  aftion  gives  the  confcioufhefs  of  evil  to  a  mind  in  the  brute 
ftate,  fo,  to  the  feeling  of  this  being,  no  mifery  is  provided  in  the 
icings  of  confcience,  which  is  only  formed  in  a  fcientific  mind. 
To  know,  is  the  property  of  animal  beings;  but  confcience,  or 
refleftion  on  his  motives,  is  the  prerogative  of  man.  It  is  only  in 
thus  refleding  confcioufly  or  fcientifically  on  his  knowledge,  that 
man  comes  to  acquire  wifdom,  and  then  is  made,  either  to  fuffer 
mifery,  in  the  repentance  of  his  folly,  or  to  enjoy  happinefs  in  the 
approbation  of  his  virtue. 

■  *  As,  in  natural  things,  the  wifdom  obferved  in  the  end  attained 
dire£Vsthe  human  intelltct  to  become  powerful  in  acquiring  wifdom, 
fo,  in  th.c  moral  fyftem,  man  contrives  laws  of  conditional  event, 
affer  the  example  of  nature  ;  and,  in  his  wifdom,  he  deters  his  fpe- 
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cks  from  the  conimlliion  of  crime  and  the  intention  of  evif,  by 
means  of  virtuous  education  to  the  youth,  and  exemplary  puniUiment 
,  to-  tl'.e  tranrg.reffion  of  that  which  it  is  the  general  intereft  to  obferve. 
'  Iletice  the  end  of  human  virtue,  as  being  iu  the  fyftem  of  na- 
ture, is  to  make  man  h;sppy  ;  and  the  elFefi:  of  virtue,  as  being  i« 
t!ie  wifdom  of  man,  is  to  fecwe  happinefs.     But,  in  this  virtue, 
ifhere  are  various  degrees;  the  man. who  in  a  prudent  temperance 
avoids  every  perfcaal  danger,  furely  cannot  compare  with  the  vir- 
tuous citizen,  who,  when  he  tliinks  the  (late  in  danger,  nobly  facri- 
fices- to  his  country's  fafety  every  perfonal  conceru.   Thus  we  fhall 
acknowledge,  that  there  is  both  fimple  and  fupi-eme  virtue  :  the 
"vh'tue  in  which  there  is   for  objeft  a  man's  perfonal  concern,,  is 
fin>pre  in  compurifon  with  that  in  which  virtue  has  for  objeft  pub- 
lic order  and  general  felicity.     It  will  therefore  appear  that  there  is, 
what  may  be  coofidered  as  more  thaw  fimple  virtue,  m  the  learning 
a  people  to  be  wife  ;  in  like  manner,  there  is  more  than  fimple  wif- 
iom,  in  making  the  virtue  of  a  people  the  objeft  of  our  happinefs. 
*■  But,  if  man  may  arrive  at  this  perfedion  of  his  intelled,  in 
which  the  pleafures  of  his  ariimal  nature  are  qonfidered  as  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  his  thougiit,  and  his  own  enjoyment  as  in- 
volved in  the  hoppinefs  of  others,  he  mufc  become  a  very  different 
perfon  from  him,  who,  in  the  error  of  his  fcience,  confiders  the 
pieafures  of  his  (tn^t  as  the  fources  of  his  happinefs,  and  his  per^ 
ibnal  gratifications  as  the  fpring  of  a^l  his  acT'ions.     The  one  is  aa 
animal  become  wife,  in  order  only  to  corrupt  the  inflinftive  bene- 
volence of  his  pature  ;  the  other  is  a   being  become  virtuous,  in 
order  to  improve  the  man  of  nature,  who  is  inftinflively  benevo*. 
lent.     The  one  is  a  perfon  who  is  only  partially  wife,  and  who  has 
thus  learned  to  fubject  the  natural  benevolence  of  man,  in  Qrder  to 
Serve,  either  the  brutal  appetite  of  the  animal,  or  the  ill  advifed  gra- 
tification of  a  pleafure  which  endg  in  difguft.     The  other  is  a  per- 
tpn   perfe6l!y  wife,  in  having  learned  the  full  enjoyment  of  every 
natural  pleafure,  and  the  preference  of  thofe  enjoyments  which  do 
not  decay.     Here  then  is  philofophy,  or  a  ftate  of  mind  contrived 
by  nature  as  the  perfedion  of  fcience  in  niau,  who  thus  loves  wif- 
dom for  its  own  fake,  in  knowing  that  virtue  is  the  perfection  of 
his  nature  ;  and  here  is  the  fummit  of  human  art,  training  the  igno- 
rant to  virtuous  principle,  in  the  habit  of  acquired  morals,  and  teach- 
ing the  learned  to  be  wife,  in  knowing  the  principles  of  thofe  virtuous 
habits  in  which  they  are  made  to  confult  their  general  happinefs. 

'  Here  is  3  fyftem  of  created  beings,  in  which  is  difpbyed  un- 
queliionabie  marks  of  divine  benevolence.  Here  is  obferved,  in 
the  human  intelleft,  an  order  of  things  which  appear  to  be  con- 
ceived in  wifclom,  to  be  the  work  of  unme::furable  power,  and  to 
be  executed  with  a  juftice  that  is  perfect.  Who  can  behold  this 
fj'ftem  of  intelleifl-,  without  feeling  the  deeped  admiration  of  its 
beauty  ?  Who  can  obferve  the  benevolent  intention  of  omnipo- 
tence. 
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tence,  without  feeling  a  confidence  in  the  laws  of  nature,  wherein 
-jnanexifts?  And  who  can  feel  the  bleffings  of  life,  and  happinefs 
■oi  a  pleafed  confcience,  without  an   effulion   of  gratitude,  which 
contributes  to  make  him  ftill  more  happy  ? 

'  Therefore,  whether  man  fliidies  the  perfeaion  of  his  own  na- 
ture, in  feeing  the  divine  fyftem  of  wifdom  and  benevolence  in 
'  which  his  being  is  contrived';  or  whether  he  adores  the  Supreme 
iJeing,  as  the  author,  both  of  that  perfeftion  which  in  his  fcience 
-he  perceives,  and  of  that  enjoyment  which  he  finds  in  tl)e  perfec- 
tion of  his  nature  ;  he  is  neceflarily  led  to  wifdom,  in  his  know- 
ledge ;  to  power  over  nature,  in  his  wifdom  ;  and  to  happinefs,  in 
the  afcendant  of  his  intelleftual  enjoyment  over  that  which  is  mere- 
ly fenfual  in  his  nature.'     Vol.  iii.   752. 

By  the  extrads  given,  our  readers  may  form  a  due  eftlmatc 
of  the  author's  manner  and  ftyle :  and  as  in  the  gurglte  vafta 
there  are  fome  thoughts  which  we  could  wi(h  to  refcue  from 
oblivion,  we  recommend  our  author  to  cut  his  work  down  to 
the  fize  of  three  duodecinuK,  when  we  promife  him  to  ex- 
amine it  with  flill  farther  attention  ;  and  alfo  we  afliire  him, 
that  not  only  the  number  but  the  fatisfadjon  of  his  readers 
will  be  greatly  increafed. 

Thoughts  on  Finance,  fuggcjled  by  the  Meafures  of  the  prefent 
Scjfion.  By  th?  Earl  of  Lauderdale.  Ato.  2s.  Ro- 
binfons.      1 797. 

^T  a  time  when  the  mofl  defperate  meafures  are  taken  on 
the  fubje£l  qf  finance,  when  the  experience  of  otherna- 
Jions  has  no  efFea  to  prevent  us  from  plunging  headlong  into  a 
fimilar  gulf  of  ruin,  to  think  at  all  upon  the  fubjea  feems 
peedlefs  ;  and  the  wifdom  of  the  wifeft  man  would  be  thrown 
away  in  endeavouring,  by  force  of  argument,  to  make  a  peo- 
ple, refolyed  to  follow  the  cQurfe  of  their  firft  thoughts,  en- 
ter into  an  accurate  exarnlnatlon  of  this  affiiir.     When  a  mer- 
chant ceafes  to  have  any  hopes  of  retrieving  his  affairs,  he 
?iyes  himfelf  up  to  d^ffipation  :  he  puts  off,  as  he  thinks,  the 
;vi]  moment  as  long  as  he  can  ;  that  moment  Is  generally  ac- 
:elerated  by  his  own  inattention  ;  an4  the  folly  of  his  condud: 
ncreafes  the  peatnefs  of  his  fall,     to  what  purpofe  Is  It  to 
)omt  out  to  the  nation,  t|iat  there  has  been  a  moil  fjiameful 
•xpenditure  of  the  public  money,  when  there  are  fo  many  In- 
erefted  to  increafe  the  wafte  ?  Fpr,  according  to  our  author— 
'  As  the  government  of  this  country  now   {lands   modelled  in 
■radice,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  fingle  individual  in  the  higher, 
r  even   middling,  claffes   of  fociety,  who  in  his  own  perfon'   or 
iroiigh  the  medium  of  fome  relation  or  friend,  does  not  habitually 
rev  upon  the  public  revenue.'     ;^  2, 
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If  this  is  true,  what  hopes  can  there  be  of  diminifhing  this 
expenditure  ?  The  people  who  are  in  the  habit  of  plundering 
their  country,  will  not  be  eager  for  a  reform :  and  the  plun- 
dered in  all  nations  have  been  deficient  in  power.  The  noble 
author  of  this  pamphlet  has  pointed  out  clearly  and  decifively 
fuch  fadis,  that,  if  they  are  well  authenticated,  — a  thing  n^ot  iq 
our  province  to  determine, — the  prefent  adminiftration  is  cou- 
vi£ttd  of  a  duplicity  and  a  rapjicity,  beyond  what  the  annals 
of  any  other  country  can  probably  produce.  It  is  dated  that  a 
falfe  return  has  been  made  to  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
When  fuch  an  afiertion  is  made,  there  fhould  be  a  tribunal 
at  which  the  matter  at  ifl'ue  might  be  tried,  and  the  guilt  of 
one  or  other  of  the  parties  meet  with  its  due  puniihment. 

The  queftion  of  finance  is,  in  one  fenfe  of  the  word,  very 
eafy  ;  in  the  other  it  is  a  matter  of  the  higheft  confideration. 
In  the  one  cafe,  if  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  invefligate 
the  bell  mode  of  raifmg  money  according  to  the  various  prices 
of  the  market,  an  Exchange  broker  will  be  found,  and  ought  tq 
be  found,  more  expert  than  a  member  of  the  cabinet  :  and 
how  contemptible  mufl  that  adminiftration  appear,  all  whofe 
-views  of  finance  are  confined  to  fuch  people  as  bank  diredlors, 
loan  contraclors,  fcrip  jobbers,  to  the  bulls  and  the  bears  of 
Change-alley  !  In  the  other  view  of  finance,  it  is  a  fubject 
for  the  thoughts  of  a  real  ilatefman,  who  is  to  invefligate  the 
refoiirccs  of  his  country,  to  examine  well  the  efte£ls  of  every 
tax  on  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life,  on  the  cafe  cf 
c6!le£Ving,  on  the  mode  of  paying.  The  ramifications  of  rliis 
branch  of  knowledge  are  out  of  the  reach  of  the  monled  in- 
tereft, — of  that  fordid  tribe  which  thinks  of  nothing  but  the 
abifra£l  queflion  of  gain  on  a  given  number  of  pound's.  What 
llball  we  fay  of  a  minifter,  who  treats  this  pan  of  the  fubje£t 
by  the  rule  cf  three  ?  The  tax  this  year  gave  me  a  hundred' 
rhoufend  pounds  :  if  I  double  it,  what  will  it  give  me  ?  AniV 
7^wo  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Oh !  miferable  and  vile 
calculator  I  fit  to  be  ranked  amongil  that  miferable  race 
which  fome  countries  in  Europe  deign  to  call  ftatefmen. 

The  queftion  treated  of  in  this  pamphlet  is  the  eafieft  part 
To  undcrrtand  it  thoroughly,  we  require  only  the  knowledge 
of  the  common  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  a  fair  ftatement.  11 
the  ftatement  given  is  not  fair,  the  fault  muft  be  either  in  the 
.luthor  or  the  adminiftration.  For,  however  complicated  ac- 
counts may  be,  the  privilege  of  arithmetic  is  to  place  them  in  th( 
cleareft  manner  to  any  perfon  who  will  give  himfelf  the  fma! 
trouble  which  every  merchant  daily  encounters  in  hisbufinefs 

The  immoderate  rate  at  which  money  h;is  been  borrowec 
tluring  this  wretched  war,  is  clearly  ftated.  We  fee  no  faul 
in  the  account :  and  the  effed  of  tliis  mode  of  borrovving  i 
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experienced  by  numbers,  to  whom  it  has  been  a  fburce  oF  im- 
menfe  profit  or  of  abfolute  ruin.  But  a  more  important  quef- 
tion  to  the  nation  is,  whether,  on  paflinj  over  the  blame  at- 
tached to  this  extravagance  and  thoughtleflhels,  and  confider- 
ing  only  what  might  be  produced  by  the  refources  in  the  hands 
of  the  miniller,  any  great  a£tions  have  been  donej  which 
can  jullify  his  condu£l  ?  Has  he  difplayed  magnanimity,  ener- 
gy of  thought,  grandnefs  of  conception  ?  Have  his  plans  been 
well  laid  ?  Has  he  wielded  tiie  immenfe  power  in  his  hands, 
to  the  benefit  of  his  country?  Thefe  are  queftioiis,  which 
being  folved  in  his  favour,  might  palliate  a  little  ignorance  in 
the  art  of  raifing  money  ;  but  if  true  glory  confilts  in  the  art 
of  producing  the  greateil  efFe(flr.,  with  the  lead  po(hbie  power> 
what  mull  be  his  difgrace,  who,  with  the  greateil  power  ever 
inlrufted  into  the  hands  of  a  (latefman,  has  produced  the  ieall 
poflible  efFe£i  ? 

The  confequences  drawn  from  the  view  of  our  finance,  are 
of  a  very  ferious  nature  :  In  fome  of  which  we  agree,  in  others 
we  differ  from  our  noble  author. 

'  The  modera  fyftem  of  funding  prevents  all  immediate  feeling 
of  the  calamities  of  war.  Taxes  come  gradually  and  flowly  into 
payment. — It  is  true  the  induftry  of  man  is  turned  from  produclive 
to  unprcdudive  labour,  and  large  portions  of  our  capital  withdrawn 
from  that  order  of  expenditure  which  by  its  encourageinent  to  re- 
produftion  is  calculated  to  maintain  and  increafe  national  wealth  : 
but  the  forced  circulation,  which  the  expenditure  of  the  war  creates, 
gives  a  falfe  impreffion  both  of  ourreveruie  and  commerce,  and  flat- 
ters for  the  moment  with  the  dehifive  hope  of  undiminiQ:ied  wealth. 

'  In  this  ftate,  minifters  may  indulge  in  fpecious  paradoxes. 
Their  partifaas  may  applaud  the  ingenuity  of  propofitions  thev  do 
not  underftand.  National  profperity  may  be  ftated  as  the  caufe  of 
our  national  embarraffment  j  and  exploded  nonfenfe  concerning  the 
want  of  circulating  medium,  detailed  with  eloquence,  may  com- 
mand the  admiration  of  a  confiding  parliament.  But  he  is  a  bold 
man  who  can  view  the  period  ot  returning  peace,  when  tl)e  war 
expenditure  vanifhes,  and  all  the  various  taxes  necelTary  for  raifin-.r 
a  permanent  revenue  of  25,000,000!.  are  brought  to  be?s  on  the 
people  of  this  country,  with  ianguine  and  confident  hope  of  our 
undiminiflied  profperity  ;  and  he  is  a  rafli  man  in  the  extreme,  who 
flatters  himfelf  that  any  apology  can  exift  for  carrying  the  experi-i 
ment  to  a  flill  orreater  length. 

'  The  effects  of  this  extenfion  of  our  debt  on  that  conititution, 
the  war  was  undertaken  to  prefcrvc,  is  periiaps  ftill  more  alarming. 
I  hefitate  not  to  fay,  that,  even  in  our  prefent  fituation,  it  becomes 
a  matter  of  indifference,  whether  it  is  a  monarchy,  an  ariftocracv, 
a  republic}  or  a  mixed  government — Were  it  the  fairefi  form  of 
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conftltuted  authority  the  mind  of  man  ever  conceived,  with  a  re^ 
venue  of  2.5,000,000!.  it  muft  be  a  defpotifm  ;  that  is,  the  perfoa 
pofTeffing  the  management  and  controul  over  fo  large  a  proportion 
of  the  national  income,  mufi:  regulate  with  defpotic  authority  the 
aftions  and  the  condud  of  his  countrymen.'     p.  48. 

We  agree  with  our  author  that  the  manager  of  this  income 
of  25,000,0001.  is  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  defpotical :  but- 
it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  country,  if  it  lets  any  one  man  have 
the  management  of  fo  large  a  furti.  Out  clonftitution  places 
the  controul  over  it  in  many  hands  j  and  it  muft  be  ruined, 
unlefs,  upon  the  increafe  of  the  revenue,  it  increafes  the 
number  of  controulers.  We  can  conceive  it  poflible  for 
25,000,000!.  to  be  raifed,  without  giving  to  any  one  man  fo 
much  influence  as  is  attached  at  prefent  to  a  commiflioner  of 
the  cuftoms. 

With  our  views,  however,  we  cannot  be  without  fear  for 
the  conftitution  of  the  country  ;  and  we  fee  too  much  ground 
for  the  afTertions  in  the  following  extract — 

'  But  if  property  is  forcibly  accumulated  by  leglflative  arrange* 
ments,  it  becomes  as  fertile  a  means  of  fubje6tion  and  as  certain  a 
fource  of  defpotic  fway,  as  any  other.  Of  great  and  extenfive 
property,  hiftory  furniflies  many  inllances,  and  records  its  efFcds  : 
but  this  country  exhibits  a  fcene  new  to  the  eye  of  man  ;  never  did 
there  exift  a  fimilar  proportion  of  the  capital  of  any  nation  united 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  whole  power  attending  the  management 
of  it  may  be  ufed  to  enforce  the  will  of  an  individual.  This  is 
the  real  malady,  the  true  political  diftemper,  under  which  the  Bri- 
tiPa  nation  labours.  A  fubfervient  magiftracy,  a  torpid  and  fupine 
people,  and  a  parliament  whofe  votes  and  opinions  are  at  variance, 
are  but  the  natural  fvmptoniS  of  the  dilbrder.  How  groundlefs  theri 
the  alarm  at  the  fuppofed  progrefs  of  French  principles  !  How 
wicked  the  profecution  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  reform  our  repre- 
fentation !  There  exifts  but  one  formidable  defcription  of  traitors 
to  the  conftitution  of  this  country ;  it  is  thofe  whofe  meafures  have 
created  a  neceflity  for  a  revenue  of  25,000,000!.  annually,  and 
who,  by  this  means,  have  acquired  a  domineering  power,  that 
enables  them  at  pleafure  to  diftate  or  infringe  the  laws  of  their 
country  ;  a  power  which  lias  eflcntially  weakened,  if  it  has  nbt  to- 
tally overthrown,  the  balance  of  our  conftitution  in  praftice/ 
p.  54. 

To  preferve  the  balance  of  the  conftitution,  t!ae  manage- 
ment of  the  revenue  appointed  by  law  muft  be  taken  care  of 
by  its  proper  guardians :  but,  if  the  time  fliould  ever  come,* 
when  thefe  guardians  join  together  in  fupporting  a  manager,' 
with  whom  they  fhare  in  the  plunder  of  the  country,  our 
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boafled  conditution  will  be  the  mean  of  adding  to  our  mife- 
fies,  and,  like  the  forms  of  the  old  fenate,  increafe  the  igno- 
miny of  our  flavery. 

We  cannot  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  ftatements  contain- 
ed in  this  pamphlet.  They  certainly  bear  every  mark  of  ac- 
curacy and  authenticity  ;  and  if  not  correal,  they  may  eafily 
be  refuted,  for  they  are  in  figures,  and  figures  are  fLubborri 
things.  A  more  important  pamphlet,  indeed,  than  this,  has 
fcarcely  ever  fallen  under  our  infpe^lion  ;  and  we  recommend 
•»  the  ferious  perufal  of  it  to  every  reader  vi-ho  wiflies  to  inforns 
himfelf  of  rfie  atlual  ftate  of  the  country. 


The  Hijlory  of  Catiline  s  Confpiracy ;  vj'ith  the  four  Orations  ■5/ 
Cicero  :  to  ivhich  are  added^  Notes  avd  Illullrations  ',  dedi-. 
cated  to  the  Earl  tf  Lauderdale.  By  George  Frederic  Sydneyi 
hvo,     Ci.  Boards.     Longman.     1795- 

riESE  tranflations  from  Salluftand  Cicero  owe  their  pni>-- 
lication  to  the  fpirit  of  party,  rather  than  to  a  defire  -o-f  ' 
improving  the  Englifh  drefs  in  which  thefe  valuable  pieces 
had  before  appeared.  Being  ot  opinion  that  individuals  exift 
in  this  kingdom,  wJbo  would  wifli  to  follow  rlie  example  .of 
the  infamous  Catiline,  the  tranflatcr  hoped  to  warn  his  read- 
ers againft  fuch  fchemes,  by  a  new  difplay  of  the  machitia- 
tions,  the  infurredlion,  and  the  fall,  of  the  Roman  confpira«* 
tor.  Such  a  caution,  however,  can  fcarcely  be  deemed  ne- 
cefTary.  Every  reafonable  perfon  is  convinced  of  the  iniquitv 
of  fuch  traiterous  prcje£l:s,  and  will  deted  the  vile  fpirit  c^' 
atrocious  ambition,  w-hich  would  aim  at  the  revival  of  fucfc 
flagitious  and  execrable  fchemes. 

The  Dedication  is  not  written  in  the  ufual  ftvle  of  complj- 
ment,  but  is  remarkable  for  deviating  into  the  oppofite  ex-^ 
treme.  The  earl  of  Lauderdale  is  feverely  lafhed  for  his  po- 
litical conduct ;  fometimes  in  a  (train  of  irony  j  at  otlici'. 
times,  with  more  open  reproach. 

The  tranflation  from  Salluft,  we  are  informed,  was  under- 
taken in  cor.lequence  of  lord  Lauderdales  *  famous  pam- 
phlet,' addrelTed  to  the  peers  of  Scotland  ;  and  the  four  ora- 
tions of  Cicero  againft  Catiline  were  added,  on  account  of 
their  referen<.c  to  the  fame  confpiracy,  and  from  a  defire  of 
giving  the  reader  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  hiftoric 
manner  v/ith  the  ftyle  of  a  great  orator. 

The  character  of  Catiline  is  well  tranflated — 


*  The  extraordinary  vigour  of  his  body  was  equalled  by  that  -of 
his  mind ;  but  his  genius  was  fatally  bent  on  rnifchief.  Inteftine 
aifcord,  mustier    and   msflacre,  plunder,    and   civil    commotions. 
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were  the  delight  of  his  youth,  and  in  thofe  fcenes  of  turriuTt  ani^ 
diftraction  he  exercifed  his  talents  in  his  earli-ert  years.  His  frame 
of  body  was  fuch,  that  he  was  patient  of  hunger,  cold,  and  want 
of  fleep,  to  a  degree  almoft  incredible.  His  fpirit  was  undaunted, 
prompt,  and  enterprifing.  His  talents  were  pliant,  fubtle,  ahd 
various.  A  perfe£i:  mailer  of  limulation  and  dilumulation,  he 
was  ready  Oii  every  occafion  to  play  an  artificial  charafter.  Eager 
to  feize  the  property  of  others,  yet  prodigal  of  his  own ;  whatever 
he  defired,  he  defired  with  ardour.  With  a  competent  fliare  of 
eloquence,  his  .portion  of  wifdom  was  but  fmall.  Fond  of  the 
grand,  the  vaft,  the  incredible,  his  towering  fpirit  aimed  at  prodi- 
gious things,  ever  forming  projects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  power.' 
p.  6. 

Iti  tranflating  cujjifllhel  rei  fimulator  ac  dijjimulaior^  Mr. 
Sydiiey  has  deviated  from  that  concifenefs  of  expreflion  by 
which  Sallufl  is  diftinguiflied,  and  has  finifhed  the  paragraph 
with  an  explanatory  comment,  which  the  intelligent  reader 
will  confider  as  fuperfluous. 

In  a  note  upon  the  fubje£^  of  this  quotation,  after  giving 
Cicero's  defcription  of  the  fpecious  and  accommodating  rrian" 
ners,  as  well  as  of  the  vices  of  Catiline,  he  thus  fpeaks— 

*  That  there  does  not  exift  in  this  country  a  man  fo  various,  (o 
artful,  and  fo  daring,  may  be  pronounced  without  hefitation.  Butj 
whether  fome  of  the  features,  fuch  as  his  engaging  qualities  and  his 
dark  ambition,  are  not  vifibie  and  prominent  in  fome  of  our  lead-'^ 
ing  party  politicians,  the  people  of  England  are  left  to  determiiie.' 
p.  3og. 

To  whom  this  alluGon  points,  none  of  our  political  readers 
will  be  at  a  lofs  to  determine  ;  and  none  but  the  followers  oj 
the  party  which  Air.  Sydney  favours,  will  admit  his  infinua- 
tlons  to  be  jull  or  candid. 

In  the  fucceeding  annotation,  the  tranflator  takes  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  juftifying  the  interference  of  Great  Britain  in  th« 
internal  government  of  France,  by  referring  to  a  palTage  ii 
Livy,  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  flates,  refcued  from  th« 
Macedonian  yoke,  are  reprefented  as  applauding  the  exertioni 
of  the  Romans,  who,  they  faid,  at  their  own  expenfe,  Idj 
bour,  and  peril,  undertook  wai's  in  fupport  of  the  liberty  ol 
other  nations.  We  fhall  not  make  any  poGtive  remark  o{ 
this  vindication ;  but  fliall  merely  put  the  queilion,  Did  ihJ 
Britifli  miniilry  enter  into  the  prefent  war  in  defence  of  GalW 
liberty  ?  .  .  -  ■ 

On  another  occafion,  Mr.  Sydney  juftly  condemns  the 
mand  of  the  popular  party  for  univerfal  fuffrage.  An  extefti 
fion  of  the  right  of  voting  in  parliamentary  eleclions  woul^ 
be  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  our  conilitution  j  but  the  eftal 
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blifiiment  of  univerfal  fufFrage  would,  we  think,  be  an  inex- 
pedient and  dangeroufly  democratic  meafure. 

Between  the  exhortations  of  Catiline  to  his  fellow  confpl- 
rators,  and  the  language  of  the  '  feditious  clubs,'  as  well  as 
that  of  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  our  annotator  finds  a  flrong 
refemblance.  But  he  might  have  reflected,  that,  if  the  moft 
patriotic  motives  really  actuated  thofe  obnoxious  focieties, 
their  addrelTes  might,  in  fome  particulars,  refemble  the  fpeech 
■of  fo  plaufible  and  artful  a  confpirator  as  Catiline.;  and  we 
may  add,  that  the  parallel  is  not  applicable  to  the  offenfive 
parts  of  the  fpeech  attributed  to  that  incendiary. 

In  the  notes  upon  the  four  orations  of  Cicero,  Mr.  Sydney 
repeatedly  compares  the  condudl  of  our  prefent  rainifter  with 
that  of  the  celebrated  Roman-  The  terms  of  his  final  com- 
parifon  are  the  following — 

'  To  find  in  the  late  tranra<flions  of  this  country  fo  many  occur- 
rences nearly  refembling  the  blackefl  period  in  the  Roman  hiftory, 
was  a  melancholy  and  painful  refleftion.  In  the  detail,  however, 
of  Catiline's  confpiracy,  while  the  horrible  defigns  of  a  defperate 
faftioa  excited  horror  and  indignation,  it  was  a  pleafure,  alinoft 
inexpreffible,  to  fee  that  Rome  had  a  conful  who  watched  the  mo- 
tions of  the  vile  and  profligate,  and  was  able  by  his  unremitting 
diligence  lo  fave  his  country  from  deftruftion.  It  was  the  triumph 
of  virtue  over  the  molt  abandoned  villany.  This  country  can 
boaft  of  the  fame  felicity.  While  treafon  was  plotting  to  under- 
mine the  conftitution,  and  the  correfponding  focieties  were  endea- 
vouring to  eftablidi  a  mob-government;  while  they  carried  on  a 
traiterous  correfpondence,  and  fraternifed  with  the  regicides  of 
France  ;  while,  for  their  deteftable  purpofes,  they  depended  on 
French  principles  and  hoped  for  pikes  and  foldiers  from  abroad,  in 
return  for  their  prefent  of  flioes  aiid  other  patriotic  gifts  to  their  re- 
publican brethren  ;  the  people  of  England  faw  a  minifter  at  the  helm, 
as  a£tive  to  preferve  the  bleffings  we  enjoy,  as  the  radical  reformers 
were  to  involve  the  nation  in  anarchy  and  ruin  ;  they  faw  a  mini- 
fter of  unwearied  vigilance,  firm,  erect,  undaunted,  and  detennin- 
ed.'     F,  281. 

A  comparifon  between  a  confpiracy  which  was  fully  proved, 
and  one  which  exiltcd  more  in  the  imaginations  of  courtiers 
than  in  reality,  may  be  pronounced  both  abfurd  and  illiberal. 
In  matters  of  mere  difputation,  a  pctlt'to  principii  is  not  allow- 
able as  a  ground  of  pofitive  conclufion  ;  and,  in  points  of  ef- 
fential  importance,  it  is  Hill  more  improper  to  take  for  granted 
that  which  remains  to  be  proved,  and  pervert,  to  the  purpofCvS 
of  crimination,  alleged  circumflanccs  which  are  at  leaft  pro- 
blematical- 
■  Crit.  Rev.  Vol.  XIX.  March,  lygj.  Z  In 
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In  difmiffing  this  work,  we  are  inclined  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  favourable  to  the  general  execution  of  the  trantlations 
in  queftion  :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
condemning  the  intemperate  fpirit  and  flrong  prejudices  which 
appear  in  the  annotations. 

Obfervaticns  refpe^wg  the  Fulfc ;  intended  to  point  out  ivllh 
greater  Certainty-,  the  Indications  which  itjignifies  ;  cfpecially 
in  Feverifh  Complaints.  Bv  JV.  Falconer.,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
Phyficlan  to  the  General  Hofpitalf  Bath.  ^vo.  2s>  bd.feived. 
Cadeli  «;2.'^  Davies.     1796. 

jR.  Falconer  is  well  known  to  the  medical  reader,  as  the 
author  of  feveral  ufeful  tratls  on  different  fubjsdts  of  his 
profeflion.  Though  the  pulfe  has  been  generally  attended 
to  in  the  examinations  of  the  phyfician,  it  is  probably  noi  fo 
fafe  a  guide  as  has  been  commonly  fuppofed.  In  fome  cafes, 
indeed,  it  diftimSlly  fnows  the  Hate  of  difeafe ;  but  in  others  it 
leaves  the  practitioner  totally  at  a  lofs.  An  attempt,  there- 
fore, to  afcertain  the  nature  of  thofe  circumftances  by  which 
■we  are  to  be  diredied  in  judging  of  difeafes  from  this  fouice 
of  information,  cannot  be  without  utility.  Many  abfurd  and 
frivolous  diilinQions  have  been  handed  down  to  us  in  medical 
writings,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  pulfe  ;  but,  fays  the  author — 

'  It  has  been  referved  for  the  good  fenfe  and  clear  underllandiiiJ 
of  a  phyfician'  (Dr.  Heberden),  '  who  does  honour  to  our  own 
country,  to  free  the  iludy  of  the  profeffion  from  mmiy  needlefs  in- 
cumbrances of  this  kind,  and  to  diredt  the  attention  of  praflitio- 
ners  to  the  only  circumftance  refpecting  the  pulfe,  which  is  capable 
of  communicating  accurate  and  diftin6i  ideas,  or  of  atfording  deci- / 
live  indications. 

'  That  experienced  and  fagacious  phyfician,  has'  (iii  a  concife  pa- 
per in  the  Medical  Tranfa6tions)  '  very  properly  aHlimed  the  fre- 
quency or  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  which  he  jufily  efleems  to  be  . 
lynonymous  terms;  as  the  only  circumftance  refjx'6ting  it,  of  which 
we  can  form  any  clear  or  determinate  idea,  and  which,  we  can  be 
aiFurcd,  conveys  the  fame  information  to  others  that  it  does  to  our- 
felves ;  and  on  this  well-founded,  but,  before  the  appearance  of 
Dr.  Heberden's  paper,  unavowed  prefumption,  he  has  inftru6led 
his  readers  to  difregard  the  other  fanciful  or  whimfical  diflinftions, 
which  had  ferved  chiefly  to  {perplex  or  einbarrafs  ;  and  to  direft 
their  conduit,  as  far  as  the  pulfe  is  concerned,  by  that  circuiijf 
liance  alone,  on  u-hich  any  rational  dependence  could  be  placed,' 
p.  I, 

Br.  Falconer's  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  inflruments  for 
4ie  purpofepf  meafuring  the  frequency  of  the  puife,  and  on 

the 
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tJie  terms  quick  and  y7^w,  as  having  a  relation  to  the  pulfations 
of  the  artery,  are  judicious  and  ufeful.  The  pointing  out  of 
a  proper  flandard,  by  which  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe  may  hecon- 
ilantly  determined,  is,  however,  a  bufinefs  of  confiderable 
difficulty. 

*  This'  (fays  the  do<ftor)  *  has  been  inferred,  or  attempted  to  be 
drawn,  from  examination  of  a  number  of  perfonsiti  health,  and  by 
taking  the  mean  number  of  their  pulfes  colleclively  ;  and  from 
thence  framing  a  certain  medium,  v>'hich  may  ferve  as  a  point  from 
which  excefs  or  deficiency  in  the  number  of  the  pulfe  may  be 
reckoned. 

*  A  calculation  of  this  kind  is,  however,  from  its  nature,  fub- 
jeft  to  much  uncertainty  and  difficulty. 

'  The  pulfe  is  liable  to  vary  from  fo  many  different  circumr 
fiances,  as  mull:  necelTarilv  render  fuch  calculations  inaccurate,  and 
fuppofing  that  the  pulfe  could  be  examined  freed  from  thefe  erabar- 
rafiinents,  it  is  well  known  that  the  natural  pidfe  in  different  indivi- 
duals varies  confiderably,  and  o^  courfe,  what  may  ferve  as  a 
ftandard  of  computation  in  one  inflance,  may  prove  very  erroneous 
in  another. 

*  It  is  neverthelefs  perhaps  poffible  to  adjufl:  fuch  allowances, 
as  may  bring  thefe  variations  within  fuch  limits  as  may  ferve  to 
fulfil  in  a  great  meafure  mofi:  of  the  purpofes  of  medicine,  however 
.jnfufficient  they  may  appear,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  any  regular 

fyflem  of.  phyficlogy  or  pathology.'     p.  4. 

After  explaining  the  terms  natural  pulfc^  to  '^  fignify  the 
mean  number  of  pulfations  which  take  place  in  a  healthy  body 
in  a  minute's  fpace  during  the  twenty -four  hours,'  he  pro- 
ceeds to  confider  the  circumftances  by  which  the  pulfe  in  a 
ftate  of  health  is  fubjeft  to  be  affected.  In  treating  this  part 
of  his  inquiry,  the  do6lor  has  not  only  examined  with  minute- 
nefs  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  preceded  him,  but  in- 
troduced a  portion  of  new  matter  from  his  own  obfervatlon. 

On  the  effe6l  which  lleep  produces  ou  the  pulfe,  we  have 
thefe  remarks — 

'  I  cannot  fay  that  the  experiments  I  have  myfelf  made'  (fays  the 
do(5lor)  '  arc  either  fufficiently  corrcft,  or  fufficiently  nimieroiis,  to 
determine  the  proportion  in  which  the  number  of  the  pulfe  is  dimi- 
n'.flied  during  Heep,  but  they  are  abundantly  fufficient  to  fatisfy  me 
that  fuch  a  diminution  takes  place.  Thus  I  have  repeatedly  found 
the  pulfe  at  firll  waking  not  to  exceed  61,  62  or  63  beats  in  a  mi- 
nute, which  in  a  fiiort  time,  without  any  alteration  oi  poflure,  rofe 
to  66,  67,  and  68. 

'  I  have  paid  fo  much  attention  to  this  point,  that  I  have  no 
,  lioubt  of  the  fa(5f,  though  1  cannot  fpecify  the  proportion.'     i'.  29. 

Z  3  ■  There 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  mental  agitation  affeds 
and  accelerates  the  pulfe,  or  that  the  debilitating  paffions,  as 
fear,  anxiety,  grief,  remorfe,  &c.  weaken  it ;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  flimulating  ones  render  it  both  fuller  and 
flronger. 

*  It  flioiild  be  obferved,  that  althouoh  the  debilitatincr  and  the 
llimulant  paffions  both  accelerate  the  pulfe;  the  heat  of  the  body  is 
not  proportionally  "increafcd  by  both,  the  former  having  rather  a 
contrary  tendency,  whilft  the  latter  (e.  g.  anger)  is  proverbial  for 
its  heating  effefts.'     p.  37.  -^ 

The  author's  obfervations  on  the  operation  of  cold  do  not 
appear  to  us  to  be  f!:ri£l:ly  true.  In  every  inllance  where  ac- 
tual cold  is  applied  to  the  living  fyftem,  the  efFecl  produced 
feems  to  us  to  be  the  fame.  A  degree  of  debilitating  opera- 
tion takes  place,  in  proportion  to  the  intenfity  of  the  caufe, 
provided  no  flimulating  power  be  immediately  afterwards  ap- 
plied.    Our  author's  opinion,  however,  is  this — 

*  Cold  is  faid  to  diminlfli  the  number  of  the  pulfe,  but  this* 
(fays  he)  'I  apprehend  is  true  of  it  only  when  applied  infucha  de- 
gree as  to  overcome  in  feme  meafure  the  powers  of  life,  in  which 
cafe  it  operates  as  a  ftrong  opiate  or  fedative  to  the  fyftem  in  gene- 
ral, but  when  applied  in  fiich  a  degree  only,  as  to  create  uneafy 
■fenfations  without  any  material  alteration  of  the  bodily  temperature, 

it  quickens  the  pulfe  and  gives  a  ftrong  and  very  fenfiblc  irritation 
to  the  heart.  A  cold  bath,  provided  it  be  only  inftantaneoiim.'  ap- 
plied, accelerates  the  pulfe  very  confiderably.  On  the  other  hand 
the  gradual  acceffion  of  cool  air  to  the  body  when  over-heated,  un- 
doubtedly tends  to  diminiili  the  number  of  the  pulfe. 

'  It  appears  to  me  that  either  cold  or  heat  when  applied  in  fuch 
a  degree  as  to  produce  uneafy  fenfations,  quicken  the  pulfe  by  irri- 
tating the  feelings.  When  either  of  them  is  applied  only  in  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  remove  the  uneafy  feelings  occafioned  by  the  other, 
the  pulfe  is  reduced  nearer  to  the  natural  ftate. 

'  I  know  no  method  however,  of  bringing  thefe  ftiniulant  caufes 
to  any  fcandard  common  to  both  of  them,  or  proportionate  to  the 
effect  produced.'     p.  38. 

We  are  not  prefented.  with  much  new  information  rcfpe£l- 
ing  the  eiTects  of  food  and  abllinence  on  the  pulfe.  The  au- 
thor has  indeed — 

'  Found  that  the  acceleration  of  the  pulfe  is  by  no  means  pro- 
portional to  the  quantity  of  food  taken  in,  provided  no  excels  be 
coumitted.  And  he  has  obferved  the  pulfe  to  be  quickened  by  a 
few  moifels  of  dry  bread  in  the  proportion  of  about  five  to  kvcn 
Qt  wha'  It  ufnally  was  by  a  moderate  meal.  But  fuch  acceleration 
.did  not  continue  io  h^ug  as  it  did  in  the  other  cafe,'     p.  46, 
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We  here  come  to  the  main  obje£l  of  the  do£l:or's  inquiry, 
the  changes  liable  to  be  produced  in  the  pulfe  by  difeafe,  and 
the  indications  which  it  affords  in  feverifli  diforders.  Thefe 
are  points  of  confiderable  difficulty,  and  which  require  great 
attention'  and  experience  to  render  them  clear  and  intelligible. 
It  is  indeed  agreed  by  pra£litioners  in  general,  that  an  accele- 
ration of  pull'e  is  the  leading  mark  that  indicates  the  prefence 
of  fever  :  but  the  exa<f^  degree  of  acceleration  has  not  yet  been 
determined  ;  nor  are  the  ingenious  endeavours  of  Dr.  Fal- 
coner perfe£lly  fatisfa6lory,  though  the  mode  of  calculating 
which  he  has  adopted,  is  probably  lefs  obje£lionable  than 
many  which  have  been  fuggefted  by  writers  on  the  pulfe. 
Moll  of  thofe  who  have  treated  tins  fubjeci,  feem  to  have 
drawn  their  inferences  of  the  prefence  of  fever  from  the  ab- 
folute  number  of  pulfations  which  the  artery  affords  in  a  given 
period  of  time— 

'  Thus'  (fays  the  doftor)  «  96  beats  in  a  minute  are  thought  to 
denote  the  commencement  or  rather  perhaps  the  lowefi:  degree  of 
fever;  108  is  the  ufual  rate  of  heftic  fever  in  the  male  fex ;  112. 
is  the  number  that  ufually  attends  peripneumony,  and  indeed  other 
internal  inflammations  not  attended  with  acute  pain;  120  the  rate 
accompanying  inflammatory  fever;  and  when  above  this  number,  it 
is  fuppofed  to  indicate  the  approach  of  delirium.  When  it  rifcs  to 
1 30  and  upwards,  it  often  denotes  that  flage  that'precedes  or  attends 
large  confined  fuppurations,'     p.  48. 

On  the  appearance  of  fymptoms  of  a  putrid  difpofltion  In 
typhus  fever,  he.  the  pulfe  will  often  rife  to  this  lall  number, 
but,  the  author  thinks,  never  without  either  delirium  or  a  de- 
gree of  fatuity  and  infenfibility  equivalent  to  it  in  affording 
unfavourable  prognollics. 

Thefe  numbers  he  does  not  however  confider  as  accurately 
juft,  but  fuch  as  are,  perhaps  with  fome  fmall  latitude,  gene- 
rally received.  It  is  evident,  he  thinks,  that  this  or  any  other 
computation  deduced  from  the  abfolute  number  of  the  pulfe, 
muft  be  liable  to  much  inaccuracy ;  and  that  it  can  only  hold 
true  in  cafes  wherein  the  natural  pulfe  is  of  the  medium 
ftandard. 

Another  method  which  has  been  employed  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  our  author  alfo  confiders  as  exceptionable,  though 
lefs  fo  than  the  above.  This  is  that  of  fixing  on  the  number 
of  the  natural  pulfe,  as  the  itandurd  from  which  the  increafe 
is  to  be  computed. 

The  proper  method,  however,  fays  he,  is  to  eftimate  the 
degree  of  fever,  according  to  the  proportion  which  the  acce- 
lerated pulfe  bears  to  the  natural. 

Z  3  *  Thus 
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'  Thus  if  the  pulfe  be  permanently  quickened  in  the  proportion 
of  i.dS  to  I.  we  may  pronounce  the  commencement  of  fever  01^ 
the  prefence  of  fever  in  a  fmall  degree  :  if  as  1.44  to  i.  it  denotes 
a  confiderable  deo;ree  of  fever  and  fuch  as  is  the  ufual  ftate  of  hec- 
tical  perfons  when  the  fever  is  not  in  a  itate  of  exacerbation  :  if  as 
1.493  to  I.  it  denotes  a  higher  degree  of  fever  and  fuch  as  ufually 
accompanies  pleurifies,  peripneumonies,  and  other  internal  inflam- 
mations not  verv  acute.  If  as  1.6  to  i.  it  denotes  a  oreat  degree 
of  inflammatory  fever,  and  is  indeed  nearly  the  utmoft  pitch  of 
permanent  acceleration  that  is  conliftent  with  the  prefervation  of 
the  underftandiny;. 

*  If  it  riles  as  high  as  the  proportion  of  1.76  to  i.  it  denotes  the 
pitch  at  which  the  pulfe  ufually  is  in  malignant  fevers  which  fcarce- 
ly  ever  fails  of  being  attended  with  delirium  and  great  danger. 
Under  fome  circurnftances  this  number  of  the  pulfe  is  rather  lefs 
formidable,  though  ftill  very  threatening ;  I  mean  in  the  cafe  of 
the  formation  of  large  fuppurations,  particularly  fuch  as  fometimes 
prove  the  crifes  of  heiftic  fevers. 

♦  This  method  of  computation  enable'  us  to  account  for,  and  to 
reconcile  many  apparent  irregularities  and  inconfiftencics.  Thus 
the  pulfe  is  often  thought  to  indicate  a  lower  degree  of  fever  than 
the  other  fymptoms  import  to  be  prefent.  But  it  is  very  poflible 
that  thefe  circumflances,  however  difcordant  they  may  appear  at 
iirfl  fight,  may  be  neverthelefs  in  ftrift  unlfon  with  one  another. 
Thus  I  have  witneiled  a  cafe  attended  with  numerous  and  evident 
fymptoms  of  fever,  ^'herein  the  pulfe  did  not  exceed  40  in  a  mi- 
nute, a  number  to  ail  appearance  extremely  fmall,  even  fuppoiing 
it  to  be  the  one  ufual  in  health.  But  upon  the  confideration  that 
the  natural  pulfe  in  this  initance  did  not  exceed  twenty-four  beats 
in  a  minute,  the  difficulty  ceafed,  and  the  whole  appeared  regular 
and  proportional.  For  as  24  is  to  75,  fo  is  40  to  125,  the  lafl  of 
which  numbers  lliould  be  conlidered,  according  to  the  ufual  com- 
putation, as  the  real  rate  of  the  pulfe,  and  which  was  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  other  ivmptoms  of  fever  which  then  occurred.'  p.  51. 

The  tabular  view  which  the  author  has  given  of  this  curi- 
ous fubje£l,  is  founded  on  thefe  principles,  and  feems  to  pro- 
mife  fome  advantage  to  the  pra«5itioner,  as  explaining  more 
exactly  the  import  of  certain  Hates  of  the  pulfe. 

Aforal  Beauties  of  Clarendon  :  compiled  from  his  Reflexions  on 
the  Pfalms  of  David,     ^nd  a  SeleXion  from  thafe  Pfalms  ; 
arranged  under  the  appropriate  Titles  of  their  various  Sub- 
Je/fs.     2  yds.     l2mo.     Js.  Boards.     Rivingtons.     1796. 
'T^HE  fiift  earl  of  Clarendon  is  more  known  as  a  hlftorlan 
■*•    than  as  a  moralift  :  but  thofe  who  refle£i:  on  the  fame  of 
ihis  piety  and  virtue,  as  well  as  on  his  chara«Sler  for  intellec- 
tual 


Moral  Beauties  of  Clarendon.  3^7 

XxvsX  ability,  will  readily  believe  that  he  was  qualified  to  fuf- 
tain  the  office  of  a  moral  and  religious  inflrudtor. 

We  are  informed  by  the  editor  of  thefe  volumes,  that  ad- 
verfity  firft  led  him  to  the  due  contemplation  of  religion  j 
that  the  Pfalms  of  David  foothed,  inflru6ted)  and  confirmed 
his  pious  Impulfes  ;  and  that  the  reflecStlons  of  lord  Clarendon 
perfected  in  his  heart  the  love  of  chriilianity.  Anxious  for 
the  production  of  fimilar  fenfations  and  the  like  improve- 
ment in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  others,  he  refolved  to  call 
the  public  attention  to  tire  earl's  obfervatlons,  by  placing 
them  In  a  new  light,  and  arranging  them  in  a  regular  form. 

Thefe  refle£lions  were  committed  to  wriling  during  that 
exile  to  which  the  earl  of  Clarendon  was  fubjected  by  the 
malignancy  of  faction  ;  and,  111  a  letter  from  Montpelier  to 
his  fons,  he  llrongly  recommended  to  their  perufal  the  work 
from  which  he  had  deduced  his  remarks,  and  which  had  af- 
forded him  the  highefk  confolatlon  in  his  retreat. 

The  reputation  of  Clarendon,  and  the  rare  occurrence  of 
the  work  from  which  theie  A-forai  Beauties  are  drawn,  prompt 
us  to  give  fome  extracts,  as  fpecimens  of  the  earl's  remarks. 

As  he  treats  of  jullice  with  brevity,  we  Vill  tranfcribe  the 
feclion  which  relates  to  that  cardinal  virtue. 

'  Juftice  is  fo  planfible  a  virtue,  and  of  that  fovereigri  influence 
even  upon  the  nature  of  man,  that  as  no  man  but  pretends  to  be 
a  lover  of  it,  fo  in  truth  all  men  do  fometimes,  and  in  fome  cafes, 
ufually  adminlfter  it,  if  they  lofe  nothing  by  it,  and  can  get  no- 
thing by  being  unjull.  There  is  no  perfon  living  that  will  not  be 
jufl:  in  his  fentence  and  judgment ;  there  is  no  man  that  is  not 
ready  to  fay  another  ought  to  keep  all  his  oaths,  and  obferve  ail  the 
promifes  he  hath  lawfully  made  and  entered  into  ;  and  if  it  be  no 
prejudice  or  inconvenience  to  him,  he  is  willing  to  do  fo  himfelf : 
but  if  he  finds  he  hath  promifed  or  fworn  to  do  that,  which  as  the 
cafe  now  {lands,  may  bring  his  perfon  in  danger,  or  expofe  his 
eftate  to  damage,  which  he  forefaw  not  when  he  entered  into  thofe 
obligations,  his  juftice  is  at  a  ftand,  and  his  charity  both  begins 
and  ends  at  home  ;  this  hazard  and  lofs  nnift  not  be  mr.lergone  for 
thofe  promifes  andoatiis;  and  he  finds  diftindions  for  his  own 
tafe,  which  being  admirtej,  deftroy  the  eflence  and  the  eiid  of  all 
promifes  and  oalhs  whatfoever  :  fo  corrupted  is  all  our  jufllce  and 
our  reafon,  when  it  is  oppofed  to  our  interef:. 

'  There  cannot  be  a  greater  fcundal  and  reproach  upon,  nor  a 
greater  prefage  of  ruin  to  a  kingdom,  than  when  a  fubjedf  fhall 
be  able  to  fly  above  the  rcacli  of  iuflire  ;  when  great  men  are 
qualified  to  do  v.-rong,  and  poor  men  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it; 
and  judges  look  on  and  do  not  remedy  it  :  do  not,  I  fay,  for 
they  cannut   fay   it   is  out   of    their    power.      It  is  the  office  of 
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judges  not  only  to  relieve  thofe  who  come  to  demand  juftice,  but 
to  difcover  thofe  who  terrify  them  from  demanding  it ;  who  filence 
their  complaints  for  injuries  received,  with  threats  of  greater  oppref- 
fions.  A  judge  is  armed  to  grapple  with  thefe  proud  contemners 
of  juftice,  and  he  Ought  to  find  them  out,  that  they  may  be  pu- 
niflied,  as  well  as  to  puniih  them  when  they  are  found  out,  Juftice 
is  in  its  brighteft  luftre,  when  great  and  powerful  offenders  are 
fubdued  by  it,  and  fubdued  to  it ;  and  when  the  pooreft  man  en- 
,  joys  what  is  his  own,  with  the  fame  fecurity,  and  with  as  little  ap- 
'prehenfion  of  being  deprived  of  it,  as  the  greateft  man  hath.'  Vol. 
i.'  p.  195. 

We  (hall  only  fubmit  to  our  readers  one  other  extra£l : 
and  the  fubject  is  intereflhig;  for  it  involves  the  duty  of 
monarchs» 

*  As  kings  are  God's  deputies  and  vicegerents  upon  earth,  and 
thus  invefted  with  all  the  dignity  and  all  the  power  he  thinks  fit  to 
put  out  of  his  own  hands ;  {o  they  are  entrufted  by  him,  by  the 
wifdom  and  integritv  of'  their  government  and  example,  and  by 
the  impartiality  and  feverity  of  their  juftice,  to  provide  for  his  owu 
appearance  in  his  great  and  terrible  day  ;  for  no  doubt  God  will 
ufe  much  the  lefs  feverity  at  the  day  of  judgment,  as  kings  and 
princes  ufe  ths  authority  he  hath  given  them,  in  the  reflraining 
and  punifliing  of  vice  and  wickednefs  before  that  day,  *  What 
manner  of  man  the  rnler  of  a  city  is,  fuch  are  all  they  that  dwelt 
therein,'  fays  the  fon  oi  Syrach.  It  is  fo  much  more  in  a  king- 
dom ;  the  king's  living  law,  his  example,  and  his  dead  laws  en- 
livened by  his  fpirit  and  vigilance,  and  executed  with  his  feverity, 
bring  virtue  into  reputation,  and  put  vice  out  of  countenance;  in  a 
fhort  time  expel  and  eradicate  all  crying  and  confounding  wicked- 
nefs out  of  a  nation,  or  at  leaf^  drive  it  into  corners,  make  it  lurk 
ia  the  dark,  and  not  dare  to  fiiew  its  face,  which  is  a  great  allaying 
of  its  venom.  Sin  may  propagate  itfelf  in  fecret  places,  and  fin- 
ners  may  difguife  themfelvcs,  and  do  the  more  harm,  fcatter  their 
poiibn  the  more  fucGefsfuny  abroad,  by  their  not  being  known; 
but  there  will  be  no  proud  and  prefumptuous  linners,  none  that 
will  lift  their  horn  on  high,  who  will  own,  and  profefs,  and  juftify 
tlie  fins  they  aft.  The  courage  and  virtue  of  kings  will  level  thofe 
high  perfons  to  their  low  crimes,  and  make  the  one  as  much  con- 
temned as  the  other  is  hated  ;  they  will  never  appear  in  court,  never 
iai  offices,  and  if  it  be  without  honour,  it  will  quickly  be  without 
life.  It  is  not  the  fertile  nature  of  vice  that  makes  it  fpread,  but 
the  funfliine  in  which  it  is  planted,  the  countenance  that  is  given 
to  it  that  oives  it  power  to  do  more  mifchief ;  if  it  doth  not  flourifli 
.  bv  others,  it  will  die  of  itfelf.  '  Take  away  the  wicked  from  be- 
fore the  king,  and  his  throne  ftiall  be  eflabUfhed  in  righteoufnefs.* 
if  .princes  would' indullrioufly  and  majeftically  fupprefs  haughty 
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and  imperloas  tranfgreflbrs,  fuffer  none  of  them  to  come  into  their 
prefence,  -their  inferior  fervants,  who  are  entrufted  by  them  in  the 
execution  of  their  laws,  would  quickly  reform  or  extirpate  Inferior 
delinquents,  anti  even  fweep  the  vices  out  of  the  nations  ;  and  God 
would  recompence  thofe  monarchs  for  the  fervice  they  do  him  irj 
providing  fo  well  for  their  own  fecurity,  by  eftabllfliing  them  (o 
firmly  that  they  fliould  never  be  fliaken  :  when  other  monarchies 
and  empires  fliall  be  diflblved  by  the  injuftice,  luxury,  and  im- 
piety that  covers  their  landrj  the  pillars  of  their  government  (hall 
be  borne  up,  there  fliall  be  no  finking  in  ftrength  or  reputation, 
they  fliall  live  glorioiifiy  and  triumphantly,  die  contentedly  and 
cheerfully,  and  be  fucceeded  by  thofe  of  their  own  race,  and  their 
fubje£ls  fhall  lament  their  lofs,  and  reverence  their  memories,  not- 
only  as  the  authors  of  their  profpcrity,  but  even  as  the  means  of 
their  falvation. 

'  If  it  be  then  fo  much  in  the  power  of  monarchs  to  reform  and 
renovate  their  fubje6ts,  to  eftablifli  their  own  fecurity  and  great- 
nefs,  and  to  do  God  himfelf  fo  great  and  fo  acceptable  fervice,  it 
would  be  very,  well  worth  their  confidering,  what  account  they 
fhall  be  able  to  rtiake  for rthemfelves,  if  they  neglccl  to, perform 
this  work  which  was'fo  eafy  for  them  to  do;  and  how  melancholy 
foever  the  ferious  refltftion  in  general  proves,  to  refleft  whether 
'that  fuperioriry  they  have  enjoyed  over  others,  and  their  exemp- 
■tions  from  other  jurifdiftions  and  inquifitions,  doth  not  make  thetri 
the  more  liable  to  the  rigor  of  the  lafl  tribunal  ;  whether  the  croud 
•and  multitude  of  finners  which  mull:  attend  the  judgment  of  that 
difmal  day,  is  not  like  to  be  imputed  to  their  negligence  and  re- 
snifTnefs  at  leafi",  if  not  to  their  wickednefs  and  example;  and  then 
their  fuperiority  hath  been  purchafed  at  too  dear  a  price,  when  it 
fliall  be  continued  only  in  a  fuperiority  of  punilhment  and  mifery 
above  what  their  vafTals,  betrayed  by  their  not  having  done  their 
duty,  fhall  be  exercifed  with;  now  their  ambition  is  at  an  end, 
and  they  are  afhamed  and  grieved  that  they  ev.er  fuffered  them- 
felves  to  be  tranfported  with  it.  Their  high  condition  fliall  flill  be 
preferved  to  them,  in  a  height  of  torment,  and  lamentation,  and 
all  thofe  preferences  which  are  referved  till  that  day,  for  the  moft' 
•fignal  and  glorious  offenders.  They  fliall  be  tried  and  judged  in 
the  fame  method,  and  by  the  fame  rules,  as  have  been  praftifed  by 
them  in  their  own  courts.'     Vol.  ii.   p.  67. 

From  this  qtiotation  it  appears,  that,  though  the  earl  was  a 
determined  enemy  to  democracy,  he  was  not  fuch  a  flave'  to 
royalty,  as  to  fu;.port 

'  The  right  divine  of  kings  to  govern  wrong ;' 

"a  do£lrine  which,  notwithftanding  its  extravagant  ahfurdity, 
■ftill  meets  with  advocates  among  the  votaries  of  folly  and 
■preiudice. 
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The  Spleen^  and  other  Poems,  by  Mattheiv  Green.  PF'ith  a 
prefatory  Effay,  by  J.  Jikiriy  M.  D,  Small  %vo.  $s. 
Boards.    Cadell  rtw^  Davies.     1796. 

OF  all  the  minor  poets  there  is  not  perhaps  any  who 
abounds  more  in  original  fentiment  and  the  beauties  of 
figurative  expredion,  than  Mr.  Green.  Two  circumftances 
have,  however,  prevented  his  works  from  attaining  any  great 
degree  of  popularity, — a  degree  of  obfcurity  which  makes 
fome  thought  in  the  reader  neceflary  to  relifli  their  beau- 
ties,— and  the  want  of  bulk,  which  has  likewife  been  the 
reafon  that  they  have  not  Ipeen  prefented  to  the  public 
feparately,  nor  with  thofe  typographical  advantages  which, 
in  this  age  particularly,  are  requlfite  to  catch  the  eye  and 
allure  the  fancy.  The  latter  objeftion  is  obviated  by  the 
elegant  edition,  ornamenied  with  defigns  by  Stothard,  which 
has  now  made  its  appearance,  and  the  former  by  the  pre- 
fatory Eflay  prefixed  to  it  by  Dr.  Aikin,  whofe  critical  tafte 
and  well  informed  judgment  have  lately  been  employed  in  fi- 
milar  illuftrations  of  Armftrong  and  Somervillc  The  follow- 
ing is  the  general  character  given  by  Dr.  Aikin  of  his  author — • 
*  The  writer  before  us  was  neither  by  education  nor  fituation  in 
life  qualified  to  attain  fkill  in  thofe  conllituent  parts  of  poetical 
compofition  upon  which  much  of  its  elegance  and  beauty  depends. 
He  had  not,  like  a  Gray  or  a  Collins,  his  mind  early  fraught  with 
all  the  ftores  of  ciafiic  literature ;  nor  could  he  devote  months  and 
years  of  learned  leifure  to  the  exquifite  charms  of  verfification  or 
the  refined  ornaments  of  diftion.  He  was  a  man  of  bufinefs,  who 
had  onlv  the  intervals  of  his  regular  employment  to  improve  his 
mind  by  reading  and  refle6tion  ;  and  his  poems  appear  to  have  been 
truly  no  more  than  hafty  cffufions  for  the  amufement  of  himfelf 
and  his  particular  friends.'  Numbers  of  works  thus  produced  are 
born  and  die  in  the  circle  of  every  year ;  and  it  is  only  by  the 
ftamp  of  real  genius  that  thefe  have  been  preferved  from  a  fimilar 
fate.  But  nature  had  bellowed  on  the  author  a  flrong  and  quick 
conception,  and  a  wonderful  power  of  bringing  together  remote 
ideas  fo  as  to  produce  the  mofl  novel  and  ftriking  effeds.  No  man 
ever  thought  more  copioudy  or  with  more  originality  ;  no  man  ever 
lefs  fell  into  the  beaten  track  of  common-place  ideas  and  expreffions. 
That  cant  of  poetical  phrafeology,  which  is  the  only  refource  of  an 
ordinary  writer,  and  which  thofe  of  a  fuperior  clafs  find  it  difficult 
to  avoid,  is  fcarcely  any  where  to  be  met  with  in  him.  He  has  no 
hackneved  combinations  of  fubftantives  and  epithets ;  none  of  the 
tropes  and  figures  of  a  fchool-boy's  Gradus.  Often  negligent,  .fome- 
tlmes  inaccurate,  and  not  unfrequently  profaic,  he  redeems  his  de- 
feats by  a  rapid  variety  of  beauties  and  brilliancies  all  his  own,  and 
affords  more  food  to  the  underftanding  or  imagination  in  a  line  or  a 
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•couplet,  than  common  writei-s  in  half  a  page.  In  fhort,  if  in  point 
of  verfification,  regularity,  and  correftnefs,  his  place  i^  fcarceiy 
affignable  among  the  poets ;  in  the  rarer  qualities  of  variety  and 
viorour  of  fentiment,  and  novdty  and  livelinefs  of  imagery,  it  would 
not  be  eafy  to  find  any,  in  modern  times  at  leaft^  who  has  a  right 
to  rank  above  him.'     p.  y. 

The  effayift  then  enters  into  a  particular  critique  of  the  fe- 
veral  poems,  of  which  the  S-phen  is  in  every  viev/  the  moft 
important.  Of  the  fmaller  ones,  thofe  moft  noticed  are  the 
poem  on  JBarclays  Jpology  for  the  ^uake}'Sy  and  the  Grotto^ 
In  the  former,  the  lines — 

'  For  lo  divine  and  pure  a  guefl, 
'  The  eaTptleft  rooms  are  furniflied  beil,' 

could  not,  Dr.  Aikln  thinks,  be  intended  as  a  farcafm,  from  the 
general  air  of -the  pafTage,  though  it  is  capable  of  fuch  an  in- 
terpretation. The  GrottOy  though  its  feparate  beauties  are 
pointed  out  by  the  hand  of  tafte,  is  certainly,  from  the  total 
want  of  plan,  iin  uninterefling  piece  on  the  whole.  From 
feme  of  the  lines.  Dr.  Aikin  takes  occafion  to  obferve,  that — 
*  Were' we  inclined  to  moraHze  on  the  occafion,  it  might  be 
fuggefled,  that  this  difpoiition  to  indulge  in  gloomy  and  terrific 
imaginations  has  been  too  much  encouraged  by  fome  late  works  of 
ficlion,  which  have  delighted  in  painting  with  all  the  (trength  of 
pencil — 

< ^  in  antique  hall 

The  moonlight  monfters  on  the  wall, 

And  fliadowy  fpeclres  darkly  pafs 

Trailing  their  fables  on  the  grais.'     p.  xxvii. 

We  hope  this  publication  will  contribute  to  place  the  aut^ior 
of  the  Spleen  in  his  jull  rank  among  our  poets. 

^  Tour  to  the  Ifle  of  IVlght^  Ulnjtraied  zuith  Eighty  flews,  drawn 
and- engraved  in  Aqua  Tinta.  By  Charles  'Tomkins.  2  I'^ois. 
Royal^vo.  3/.  3i.  Boards.  Large  Puper  5/.  ^s.  Kearllcy, 
1796. 

THE  pi£lurefque  fcenes  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight  have  long 
employed  the  pen  of  the  traveller,  and  the  pencil  of  the 
artift-,  but  if  we  may  judge  from  the  contents  of  thefe  vo- 
lumes, the  opportunities  oT  exercifing  the  curioilty  of  the  one 
and  the  tafte  of  the  other,  are  as  yet  by  no  means  exhaufted. 
The  work  includes,  befides  a  map  of  the  illand,  eighty  plates, 
the  fubjeiSfs  of  which  are,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  well 
chofen,  and  the  execution  equally  fpirited  and  delicate.  Out 
of  fo  confiderablc  a  number  entitled  to  thefe  commendations, 
it  may  feem  invidious  to  employ  any  feverity  of  animadver- 
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lion  on  the  few  that  appear  to  us  exceptionable :  we  fhall  ne- 
verthelefs  briefly  mention  our  objedlions.  The  three  plates 
reprefenting  the  tomb-Rone  at  Carifbrooke,  the  coffin  of  king 
Charles's  fecond  daughter,  and  the  ancient  monkifh  monu- 
ment, might  very  well  have  been  fpared,  efpecially  the  latterj 
which  is  peculiarly  uninterefting.  The  antique  c heft  at  Shank- 
lin,  is  in  a  fimilar  predicament.  The  fore-ground  of  the  plate 
entitled  '  Frcjhwater^  and  the  figures  upon  it,  betray  marks  of 
hafty  execution,  of  which  indeed  the  natural  arch  of  rock  on 
the  right  alfo  partakes.  The  view  of  the  *  Medina  Rivet-y  and 
that  of  the  '  Entrance  to  Frejhwater  Cave,'  though  beautiful 
in  many  refpe^ls,  are  lefs  fpirited  than  the  reft  ;  the  view  of 
Fairlee  is  rather  fombre-y  and  in  the  plates  of  '  BamJIcy  fVood,' 
and  the  '  Entrance  into  Newport,  the  eye  is  offended  by  an 
irregular  diftributlon  of  the  lights. 

.  The  letter-prefs  exhibits  a  fpecimen  of  beautiful  typography. 
In  the  Preface  we  are  told — 

*  It  was  not  the  original  intention  of  the  author  to  have  given  any 
more  than  a  fliort  account  of  each  of  the  vrews,  which  he  prefent- 
•ed  to  the  public;  but  finding,  that  though  there  were  feveral  hifto- 
ries  of  the  iiland,  fome  of  them  were  become  fcarce,  and  none 
contained  any  direftion  by  which  the  traveller  could  guide  his  fteps, 
in  fearch  of  the  many  beautiful  fituations  abounding  in  the  ifland, 
he  was  induced  to  change  his  purpofe,  and  after  giving  the  befi:  hlf- 
torlcal  account,  which  he  could  fele6t,  for  the  narrow  limits  of  hb 
work,  and  adding  fome  particulars  hot  mentioned  by  former  writers, 
he  has  fubjoined  a  complete  defcription  of  the  country,  by  which 
the  reader  may  have  an  opportunity  of  going  through  the  ifland, 
without  miffing  any  objeft  tliat  is  worthy  of  his  attention.'     p.  v. 

,  As  this  part  of  A'Ir.  Tomkins's  plan  is  to  be  regarded  rather 
as  a  fecondary  objedt,  we  are  not  difappointed  to  find  that 
the  hiftorical  matter  included  in  it  aims  chiefly  at  illuftrations. 
He  prefents  us,  however,  with  fome  few  fubjefts  that  cannot 
fail  to  intereft  the  antiquarian,  and  many  that  may  be  of  Angu- 
lar value  to  thofe  whovifit  the  ifland  for  mere  amufement. 
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POLITICAL. 

jin  EJfay  on  the  Caiifes  and  Vicijjitudes  of  the  French  Revolution^ 
including  a  Vindication  of  General  La  Fayette's  Chara^er.  Tranf- 
lated  from  the  French  by  a  Citizen  of  France,  ^vo.  \s.  6d, 
Debrett.      1797. 

'T^HE  firfl:  obje(5l  of  this  writer  is  to  prove  that  the  French  revo- 

"*•     lution  was  not   the  work  of  La  Fayette,  or  of  the   popular 

party  in  France ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  arofe  natnraily  and 
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neceflarily  from  the  oppreffions  of  the  government,  and  from  the 
ruin  of  ihe  fint^nces  by  the  wanton  and  mifchievous  wax's  in  which 
the  ambition  of  its  rulers  had  involved  it.  That  this  is,  in  our  opi- 
nion, a  true  ftatement,  we  have  long  fince  intimated  to  our  read- 
ers. Previous  to  the  revolution,  our  author  reprefents  the  higher 
clafles,  and  particularly  the  courtiers,  as  depraved  beyond  the  com- 
mon ftandard  of  profligacy  ;  and  the  lower  orders,  the  mere  po- 
pulace, as  ignorant,  brutal,  and  debafed.  Information,  fpirit,  and 
independence,  were  almoft  exclufively  confined  to  the  intermediate 
orders,  to  the  fecondary  nobility,  who  were  kept  from  the  feat  of 
favour  and  depravity,  by  a  tafte  for  retirement  and  domeftic  enjoy- 
ment, and  to  that  'numerous  and  refpeftable  body  called  the  haut 
tiers  etat,  which  of  itfelf  fupplied  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
magiitracy  and  clergy.  La  Fayette,  it  appears,  chiefly  owed  his  re- 
putation to  the  part  which  he  had  taken  in  the  American  war,  vv'hich 
was  a  circumftance  that  powerfully  induced  the  people  of  France  to 
inquire  into  the  principles  of  government. 

The  project  of  the  cour  pleniere  excited  a  general  clamour  of  in- 
dignation through  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  alTembly  of  the  notables 
led  even  the  higher  orders  to  fpeculate  upon  the  government,  la 
calling  the  ftates-general,  either  from  the  neceffity  of  the  times  or 
an  overfiffht  of  the  court,  the  interval  before  the  eleftions  was  too 
fliort  to  leave  room  for  intrigues  ;  and  confequently  the  eledlors,  un- 
prejudiced and  unmoved  by  any  motives  but  their  country's  welfare, 
gave  their  fulfrages  in  general  to  able  and  refpeftable  men. 

The  events  of  the  5th  of  October  1789  are  charged  by  this  au- 
thor to  two  caufes, — the  intrigues  of  the  courtiers,  who  (he  aflerts) 
had  actually  formed  a  plot  for  conveying  the  king  to  fome  diftant 
part, — and  the  infamous  defign  of  the  Orleans  faftion,  who  wiflied 
to  take  advantage  of  the  ferment  in  the  public  mind,  which  thefe 
reports  occafioned,  to  enable  their  emiflliries  to  ajfnjfinate  the  whole 
of  the  royal  family,  which  was  the  immediate  obje£l  of  the  ban- 
ditti who  firft  proceeded  to  Verfailles.  This  defign  was  fruftrated 
by  the  arrival  of  La  Fayette  and  the  Parifian  militia  ;  *  and  this  caifis 
would  have  ended  without  a  drop  of  blood  being  Ihed,  had  not  the 
court  refufed  to  cntrujl  La  Fayette  luith  the  interior  guard  of  the  pa~ 
lace,  during  the  night  of  the  5th  of  Oftober.'  This  is  a  new  faft, 
aud  certainly  places  the  character  of  La  Fayette  in  a  higher  light 
than  it  even  ftood  before.  It  was  in  confequence  of  this  that  La 
Fayette  infilled  on  the  duke  of  Orleans  quitting  the  country. 

The  formation  of  the  Jacobin  club  our  author  afcribes  wholly  to 
the  intrigues  of  the  Orleans  facftion.  ,  Many  of  the  real  patriots,  he 
aflerts,  were  originally  induced,  under  falfe  pretences,  to  have  their 
names  infcribed  on  the  lift  :  but  though  fome  of  them  remained, 
even  after  the  defigns  of  the  incendiaries  were  manifeft,  in  the  hope 
of  refiiting  the  chief  diforganifers,  it  was  in  vain  ;  and  they  were 
♦  oon   overpowered   aud   expelled,      IMen  were  facrificed  by  the 
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Jacobins,  not  merely  to  party  animofity,  but  to  individual  enmity 
and  revenge. 

Our  author  blames  the  conduft  of  the  conftituent  afTembiy  in 
feme  inftances,  and  partit:ularly  in  '  yieiding  to  theft;  unfb'tunate 
ecclefiallical  regulations  which  proved  the  fource  of  lo  many  dif- 
turbances ;'  but  on  the  whole  he  thinks  they  acted  for  the  good  of 
their  countrv.  One  of  the  moft  unfortunate  mealures  was  electing 
Pethion  mayor  of  Paris,  who,  according  to  this  author,  was  privy 
and  confenling  to  the  murdt-r  of  Mandat  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  to 
prevent  his  executing  the  order  for  the  defence  of  the  Tuilleries, 
which  Pethion  himlelf  had  given.  Our  author  very  clearly  proves, 
that,  whatever  might  have  been  the  intentions  of  the  king,  he  could 
not,  with  the  limited  powers  which  the  conllitution  had  vefted  in  him, 
efFeft  any  thing  hoftile  to  liberty  ;  confequently  the  infurredion  on 
the  10th  of  Auguft  was  wanton  and  wicked.  'To  fum  up'  (fays  our 
author)  '  the  confequences  attending  the  loth  of  Auguft,  it  was 
the  fource  of  all  public  misfortune;;,  without  being  produftive  of 
any  good.',  We  difapprove  as  heartily  as  he  does  of  this  horrid 
tragedy ;  yet,  as  mere  fpeftators  of  political  tranfaftions,  we  may 
be  allowed  to  hint  a  doubt, — whether,  if  the  monarchical  conftitu- 
tion  had  remained,  the  French  would  have  difplayed  that  wonder- 
ful energy  which  they  have  done  againft  their  foreign  aflailants. 

The  remainder  of  the  pamphlet  confifts  of  a  very  full,  and.  we 
may  add,  a  fatisfaftory  defence  of  La  Fayette.  The  author  is  evi- 
dently a  man  of  moderate  and  rational  principles,  attached  to  the 
monarchical  conftitution  of  1789,  but  a  ftncere  friend  to  hberty; 
and  the  pamphlet  is,  on  the  whole,  an  important  and  intcrefting 
publication. 

Amho  ;   tJi^  King  and  ihe  Cojintry  :   cr  f/ir  Danger  of  French  Invajion 
repelled  by  Britijli    Union.     A  Letter  addrejj,.d  to  all  true  Anti^ 
gdlllcans.      Wiih  a  co7}iparative  Fietv  of  the  Fopulation  of  Great 
Britai?!  and  France.      8w.      is.  bd.      Clarke.      1 796. 
From  the  title  of  this  pamphlet  we  were  led  to  expeft  an  anfwer 
to  Mr.   0"Bryen's 'L^^;//OT   Horum ;  but  the  author,  without  con- 
defcending  to  anfwer  that  gentleman's  pofilions,  purfues  his  own 
track  quietly  and  peaceably,  endeavouring  to  perfuade  the  miniftry 
and  the  oppolition  to  agree  upon  a  truce,  until  a  peace  can  be  ob- 
tained with  our  public  enemies.    This  does  not  feem  founded  upon 
the  opinion  that  war  is  fo  eafy  a  matter  as  not  to  require  the  correct- 
iv\o  aid  of  oppofition  in  conducing  it ;  quite  the  contrary  ;  he  thinks 
it  a  very   troublefome  bufmcfs,  and  therefore  would  net  have  the 
minifter  difturbed  either  by  the  oppofition,  or  by  his  own  colleagues, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  management.     His  opinion  of  the  abilities  of 
the  prefent  minifler  may  therefore  be  thought  to  be  very  great ;  but 
from  the  whole  .tenour  of  the  pamphlet,  we  are  pcrfuaded  that  he 
would  thinii  as  favourably  of  any  other  ^cr^/'?;?/ nunifter ;  the  accir 
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dental  pofleffion  of  power  being  with  him  a  fufficient  claim  to  the 
fupport  of  all  ranks  and  of  all  parties.  Who  this  fapient  advifer 
is,  we  really  have  not  the  honour  to  know.  From  his  ftyle  he  does 
not  appear  to  Have  been  ufed  to  writing  ;  and  from  his  matter  it  is 
not  probable  that  he  is  often  guilty  of  thinking.  A  more  lame  and 
Jmpotent  defence  of  an  abfurd  argument  (if  it  deferves  the  name) 
we  have  fcldom  met  with.  On  recoiled  ion,  however,  we  deem  it 
not  improbable  that  he  may  have  taken  a  leflbn  in  one  of  our  new 
fchools  of  political  logic  ;  ex.  gr.  '  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  the 
French  will  certainly  come ;  on  the  contrary,  T  have  alTerted  they 
will  not,  unlefs  they  are  mad :  but  they  are  -mad :  they  therefore 
vinay  come  !'  Had  he  delayed  the  publication  of  his  pamphlet  a 
little  longer,  he  might  have  graced  this  propofition  with  a  Qj_E.  D. 

A  Letter  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  being  a  Defence  of  the 
Condull  of  his  Mnjejiy^s  Minijiers,  in  fending  an  AmbnfJ'ador  to 
treat  for  Peace  ixsith  the  French  Direfforj,  againft  the  Attack 
made  upon  that  Meafure  by  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke  ;  and 
an  Endeavour  to  prove  that  the  permanent  Eftablifnnent  of  the 
French  Republic  is  compatible  ivith  the  Safety  of  the  Religious  and 
Political  Syfems  of  Eur  ope.  By  fa?nes  IVorkman^  jE/'^,  of  the 
Middle  Temple.      Sw.      Is.   6d.     Owen.      1797. 

The  reveries  of  Mr.  Burke  on  the  fubjeft  ^f  the  forrrter  part  of 
this  pamphlet,  did  not  deferve  fo  refpeftabl^  an  oppofer.  There 
is  no  doubt  with  rational  people  of  the  propriety  of  a  negotiation 
for  peace  with  the  French  republic;  the  great  queftion  is,  —  whe- 
ther the  minifters  are  not  to  be  feverely  reprobated  for  laying  down 
fuch  conditions  for  the  negotiation,  as  could  not  be  accepted. 
The  fecoad  propofition — that  the  permanent  eflabliniment  of  the 
French  republic  is  compatible  with  the  fafety  of  the  reft  of  Europe, 
cannot  appear  paradoxical,  except  to  Mr.  Burke  and  his  adherents, 
it  lie  has  ftill  any  left  in  this  kingdom.  Yet  as  there  are  fome  judi- 
cious remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  prefent  French  government,  and 
a  ftriking  comparifon  is  drawn  between  many  features  in  its  confti- 
tution  and  our  own,  the  leifure  of  fome  of  our  readers  will  not 
be  mifemployed  on  this  pamphlet ;  and  they  will  rife  from  the  per- 
ufal  of  it  with  many  of  their  prejudices  corrected. 

Rights  of  Nature,  againji  the  Ufnrpations  of  Efiablifliments.  A 
Scries  of  Letters  to  the  People^  in  Reply  to  the  falfe  Principles  of 
Burke.  Part  the  Second.  Containing  Fiijl  Princi[des  :  or  Ele- 
ments of  Natural  and  Social  Rights.  The  Origin,  and  Dijirtbu- 
but  ion  of  Proper  iy.  And — The  Feudal  Syfiem.  By  Jolin 
Thclioall.      %vo,     2s.   6d.     Symonds.      1796. 

^owever  differently  men  may  judge  concerning  the  political 
{)rinciples  of  Mr.  Thelwall,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  af- 
fords a  fingular  example  of  a  man  improving  his  talents  and  gain- 
i;io  reptitation  under  confiderable  difadvantages, 

In 
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In  the  firft  of  this  courfe  of  letters,  publi(hed  two  or  three 
months  fince  *,  we  difcoverfd  evident  marks  of  precipitation,  though 
we  could, uot  help  tracing,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  inftances  of 
ability  as  eutitled  it  to  fome  praife. 

In  the  former  letter  Mr.  Burke's  principles  were  fully  fl;ated, 
and  fome  of  his  portions  fairly  confuted.  Much  as  we  admire 
the  talents  of  Mr.  Burke,  lie  undoubtedly  has  given  his  adverfa- 
ries  great  advantages  over  him,  by  grounding  his  firft  principles  of 
logic  on  the  maxims  of  the  fifth  century;  at  leaft  his  opponents 
will  take  this  advantage:  and  even  his  friends  muft  acknowledge 
that  bis  premifes  are  too  many,  and  too  unconnefted,  to  ferve  as  a 
bafis  of  juft  reafoning. 

Mr.  Thelwall,  having  contraOed  in  tjiis  letter  the  principles  of 
Mr.  Burke,  or  the  principles,  as  he  terms  it,  of  the  Gothic  cuftu- 
inary,  and  thofe  of  nature,  traces  them  in  the  next  through  their 
refpeftive  fyltems,  and  illuftrates  their  refpedive  operations  upon 
the  condition,  the  morals,  and  the  happinefs  of  men. 

There  are  feveral  parts  of  this  Icttei-  that  may  be  read  with  ad- 
vantage by  all  parties,  at  this  feafon  more  particularly,  when  the 
iitiiation  of  the  poor  is  about  to  be  made  the  fubjeit  of  public  dif- 
cuffion. 

Some  parts  of  it,  indeed,  particularly  what  relates  to  agricultu- 
ral improvements,  will  not  be  highly  approved,  perhaps,  by  oreat 
proprietors.  Mr.  Thelwall,  however,  with  coniidcrable  calmnefs 
and  moderation,  produces  fome  ingenious  arguments,  and  fupports 
them  by  public  fads  and  refpeftable  authorities. 

*  There  are,  I  know,  among  the  well-meaning  advocates  of  pre- 
vailing fyftems,  fome  who  fpecioufly  maintain  the  advantages  of 
accumulation,  on  the  grounds  of  general  expediency :  upholding 
its  two-fold  operation,  in  promoting  an  encreafed  produdtion,  and 
the  advancement  of  knowledge  and  civilization.. 

*  I.  Agricultural  improvements,  it  is  faid,  on  account  of  the 
flow  returns  of  profit,  and  the  great  expence  with  which  they  are 
attended,  require  large  capitals.  Without  thefe,  new  lands  could 
not  be  brought  into  cultivation,  nor  could  the  old  be  properly  im- 
proved :  labour  could  not  be  diminifiied  by  thofe  machines  and  in- 
ventions that  abound  among  a  nation  of  capitaliils ;  nor  could  thole 
innumerable  experiments  be  made,  by  which  the  produdive  powers 
of  the  earth  are  fo  confiderably  encreafed, 

'  It  is  fome  what  extraordinary,  I  confefs,  to  hear  fuch  argu- 
ments in  a  country  which  boafts  (with  fufficient  foundation)  its 
extenfive — I  might  fiiy,  enormous  capitals ;  but  in  which,  never- 
thelefs,  a  third  part  of  the  land  actually  remains  uncultivated  ; 
while  the  wages  of  the  a<?ricultural  labourer  will  not  furnifh  hiai 


*  See  Crit.  Rev.  Ntw  Arr.  Yo).  XVIII.  p.  336. 

ivith 


Monthly    Catalogue.  537 

with  mere  bread  and  cloathing,  and  the  product  of  the  cultivated 
foil,    notvvithltanding  its  vaunted  fertility,  and  the  penury  of  fo 
large  a  portion  of  the  people,  is  inadequate  to  the  aftual  confump- 
tion.     But  in  faft,  in  the  difcuffion  of  this  queftion,  al|  that  has 
been  advanced  in  favour  of  the  capitalift  might  fafely  be  admittedj 
and  yet  the  mifchiefs  of  territorial  accumulation  be  fufficiently  de- 
monllrated  :  for  produdion  is  not,  or  at  leaft  ought  not  to  be,  the 
fole  objeft  of  agricultural  labour ;  or,  indeed,  of  any   fpecies   of 
induftry,  in  civil  fociety.     There  is  another  objetft,  if  poffibie,  flill 
more  important — General  and  impartial  diflribution  :   and  diftribu- 
tion,  with  refpeft  to  the  common  necefTaries  of  hfe,  to  be  impar- 
tial, muft  be  equal  :  for  all  have  mouths,  and  all  ought  to  be  fcd-^ 
the  labourer  who  toils,  and  fvveats,  and  freezes  in  the  field,  as  much 
as  the  capitalid,  who  furniflies  the  land  to  be  cultivated,  and  the. 
ftock   to  be  employed  in  cultivation.     It  is  privilege  eiiough  for 
wealth  to  monopolize  the  luxuries  of  the  earth,  and  decide,   with 
fickly  caprice,  between  pheafant  and  ortolan — Burgundy  and  Cham- 
pagne :  in  the  prefent  ftatj  of  fociety,   bread  and  milk,   and  me.it: 
and  beer,  and  thofe  in  full  abundance,  and  v.'arm  clothing,  and  a 
well-covered   bed,  and  a  winter's  fire,  are  to  be  reckoned  anion?- 
the  abfoKite  rights  of  the  productive  labourer  and  his  family.     The 
indolent  and  the  profligate,  alone,  fliould  ever  tafle  of  penurv, 

'  Where  this  diflribution  is  neglected,  increafed  produftion  is 
but  an  infuliing  mockery,  and  aggravates  the  evils  it  fliould  I'e- 
move.  Civil  fociety,  under  fuch  circumftances,  becomes  a  griev- 
ous  yoke;  and  agricultural  fcieuce,  not  a  bieffingbut  a  curfe :  for,, 
better  is  a  little  that  is  well  diilributed,  than  much  that  is  monopo- 
Iifed  and  wafted  ;  and  fmall  indeed  would  be  the  labour,  if  equalh/ 
divided,  (perhaps  not  three  hours  in  a  day,  even  under  the  nidefl 
circumflances  of  cultivation)  that  would  be  neceflarv  to  furnifli 
the  individual  with  better  fubfiftence  than  the  labourer  now  ^njoyy. 
The  fucl  ii,  that,  whatever  progrefs  may  be  made,  from  accumu- 
lation, in  the  invaluable  fcience  of  agricultural  produftion,  the 
wafte  and  luxury  of  the  proprietor  will  always  more  than  keep 
pace  with  the  improveirent  :  and  the  mafj  will,  accordinglv,  be 
deprefTed  and  beggared,  by  that  very  abundance  which  themfclves 
produce :  a  ftateaicnt  w  hith,  with  refpeil  to  this  country,  in  par- 
ticular, may  be  cle;'.rly  demonflntc-d  from  the  h&.'i  contained  ia 
"  Davis's  Cafe  of  Labourtrs  in  Huftdndry,"  and  the  "  Reprcfen- 
tation  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Corn,"  quot- 
ed in  p.  49  of  that  work.  Thence  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  effi- 
cient produce  (that  is  to  fay,  the  proportion  of  the  produiftirtn  to 
tbe  confuniption)  has  dtcreafed,  to  the  vidiie  of  an  annual  million, 
during  the  lafi:  thirty  years  (in  which  .-Jmoll  all  the  fmall  farms  in 
jhe  nation  have  been  fwallbwed  up  by  the  vulture-maw  of  accu- 
nuilation.)  "  On  an  average  of  nineteen  years,"  fnys  the  reprefen- 
tatinn,  "ending  in  ij6i;,  the  corn  exported  from  this  cou;:try  pro- 

Crit,  Ri-V.  Voi,  XJX.  March,  J 797'  ^  ^  duced 
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duced  a  clear  profit  of  651,0001.-,  but  ou  an  average  of  eigiifeets 
years,  ending  in  1788,  wc  paid  to  foreigners,  for  a  fnpply  of  corn, 
no  lefs  than  291,000!. ;  making  an  annual  difference  to  this  coun- 
try of  944,000!."  Since  tliat  time  the  evil  has  incalculably  en- 
creafed.  Hence  the  growing  mifery  of  the  poor,  and  aH  the  dread- 
ful et  aetera  which  make  theprcfent  f^ate  of  foeiety  lb  truly  alarm- 
ing.'    p.  90. 

Senrcify  of  Specie  na  GrawiJ for  ^larm,  or  Britijli  Opulence  unim- 
paired. By  S:t7ieen  Pope^  Author  of  "  A  Letter  to  the  Right 
HonouraMe^  Z:fc.  LorJ  Mayor  of  the  City  of  London^  on  the  Na- 
iional  Debt  and  Rejources^    ^c.   Uc,"      4/c>-.      2f.     Richardlbn. 

^797- 

Vapid  urimeaning  declamation?  The  little  argument  mixed  with 
it  might  be  contained  in  a  penny  pamphlet ;  and  a  great  part  of 
that  ar'sument  is  falfe.  What  fiiall  we  fav  of  a  writer,  who  in  his 
firfi:  page  afcribci,  tlie  gloom  on  the  nation  to  the  *  inftdious  machina- 
tions of  internal  enemies-,'  and  tl^roughoat  the  following  pages 
afcribes  the  utmofl  praife  to  the  minlfler,  for  that  aft  which  is  the 
great  ground  for  general  alarm  r  T!>e  unequivocal  firmnefs  of  the 
national  bank,  he  tells  us^  is  '  confirmed '  by  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament ;  and  after  tliis  *  legiflative  afTay,'  its  credit  '  is  ftamped 
with  a  property,  fplendid,  intrinfic,  and  immenfe.'  Now  both 
thefe  propolition:;  may  eaitly  be  proved  to  be  falfe, 

I  ft,  on  the  unequivocal  firmnefs  of  the  bank.  It  ufed  to  be  a 
proverb,  *  as  firm  as  tiie  bank.'  That  firmnefs  depended  on  the 
conviction  in  the  mind  of  the  fpeaker,  that  Gadi  might  at  any  mo- 
ment be  had  for  a  bank-note.  This  degree  of  fTrmnefs  is  gone ; 
for  a  very  fmaH  quantity  of  cafli  is  now  to  be  procured  by  a 
bank-note.  The  decUration  of  allt!>e  world  cannot  give  firmnefs, 
unlefs  it  clearly  proves  that  there  is  property  to  fatisfy  tire  demands 
of  every  creditoi,  and  tlrat  this  property  may  be  got  at  by  any  cre- 
ditor :  but  if  the  property  fliould  confift  in  icw  certain  valuables, 
and  in  a  large  debt  from  a  very  powerful  perfon  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  pay  It,  the  confidence  of  the  creditor  in  the  fecuritids 
js  very  much  weakened*  Now  the  declara-fjon  of  t!ie  two  houfe;; 
points  out  to  a  very  powerful  debtor;  and  it  is  tliis  debtor  who  him- 
felf  orders  that  the  bank  fliould  pay  but  a  fmal!  portion  of  every 
bill  brought  to  it  for  payment.  Confequently  the  firmrrefs  of  the 
bank  is  not  unequivocal  ;  but,  as  far  as  this  argument  goes,  its  cre- 
dit is  certainly  very  much  weakened. 

2d.  The  credit  of  the  bank  is  faid  to  have  been  *  ftampsd  by  th« 
legiflative  aflciy  with  a  property  fplendid,  intrinfic,  and  immenfe  ;' 
and  the  writer  makes  no  fcruple  of  aflerting,  that,  all  debts  beiiig 
paid,  tlie  bank  is  worth  fixteen  miilions.  Hear  his  w6rds,  and  ad- 
mire his  all'urance — 

*  In  illuP.ration  of  the  credit  which  attaches  to  folid  property, 

and 
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Snd  of  the  public  confidence  that  refiilts  from  a  demonflration  o^ 
it,  let  me  ag'ain  refer  to  the  late  reuort  of  a  committee  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  refpe<fljng  the  affairs  of  the  national  bank, 
and  whole  auguft  teftimony  hath  ftaniped  it  with  lo  honourable  a 
fjroof  of  affluence  and  {lability.  It  appeared  to  ihefe  committees, 
after  the  moft  folemn  inveftigation,  that  the  outftanding  debts  oF 
the  bank  are  about  13,000,000!.  and  the  aflets  and  eife^ls  of  the 
company  above  i  |',oqo,ooo1.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the  compa- 
ny's capital  of  1 1,686, oool.  which  government  cannot  pay  off  but 
at  par.  Hence  it  is  obvious  that  ti.e  enti-e  property  of  the  bank, 
after  every  debt  is  difcharged,  amount  to  near  the  imnaenfe  fi'.m  of 
ifixteerl  millions.'      i>.  14, 

Now  the  fallacy  of  this  ftatement  is  certainly  not  in  the  commit- 
tees,  but  in  the  writer.     The  coriimittees  declare  (imply  a  fad  : 

Out-ftahding  debts  *--/"•    13,000,000 

Adets  -  -  -  -  17^000,000 

Due  from  government  -  -  n,686,8oo 

Now  of  thefe  aflets  how  much  is  computed  for  bank  buildings 
and  other  property,  which^  being  brought  to  market,  may  not  pro- 
duce the  fum  at  which  they  are  eftimated  ?  If  alfo,  as  it  is  alTerted^ 
fome  part  of  thefe  affets  fliould  confift  in  a  debt  due  from  the  mi- 
nilfer,  the  value  of  that  debt,  which  is  hourly  depreciating,  mull 
be  eftimated;  and  as  to  the  capital,  edimated  at  ii,686,8ool.  wfc 
fay  that  it  is  worth  no  fuch  thing.  We  are  to  confider  its  value  at 
this  moment;  that  is,  what  will  a  perfon  now  give  for  ii,686,8ooli 
bearing  intercft  at  three  per  cent,  and  which  government  cannot 
pay  off  but  at  par  t  We  diminifli  the  fum,  according  to  the  prefeat 
value  of  money,  nearly  one  half. 

Our  author  poes  on. — • 

'  With  what  an  honourable  wreath  does  the  refult  of  this  parlia- 
mentary inquiry  twine  the  brows  of  the  bank  dire«5lors  I  What  at 
theme  of  proud  exultation,  fatisfaftion  and  fecurity  to  every  pro- 
prietor !'     p.  15. 

Here  we  cannot  uHite  our  teftimony  to  that  of  the  writer;  for 
H'e  are  not  yet  certain  that  the  bank  is  folvent  as  to  the  public  cre- 
ditor, becaufe  We  Ao  not  know  the  exaft  value  of  the  alfets  :  and 
fuppofing  it  to  be  folvent  to  the  public  creditor,  the  proprlecors 
have  no  ground  for  proud  exultation  ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
^hen  the  accounts  are  fettled,  much  will  remain  to  be  divided 
among  them;  In  arguing  upoii  this  qucftion,  live  parties  are  to  be 
con(i<iered,  the  public  creditor,  the  private  creditor  or  bank  pro- 
prietor, the  bink  as  a  banking-houfe,  the  adminiftration  or  govern- 
ment or  nation  as  a  debtor,  and  other  individuals  as  debtor-i. 
Now  the  bcuik,  as  a  banking-houfe,  niay  be  foivent;  that  is,  it  m;.y 
^ay  twenty  fliillings  in  the  pound  to  all  its  cretlitors,  and  yet  be  in 
a  very  bad  ftate  as  a  company  :  for'  the  indiKiduul  ptO]irif tors,  to 
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niake  good  tliis  payment,  may  lofe  not  only  tlie  fiiares  which  they 
have,  but  great  part  of  thei'r  private  fortunes.  This  may  be  ths 
real  Hate  of  the  bank  at  this  moment,  for  aught  we  can  telJ.  If  a 
itatute  of  bankruptcy  were  taken  out  againft  it,  and  the  debt,  as  it 
is  called,  of  the  nation  to  it  fliould  be  fo  undervalued,  that  the 
flocks  being  now  at  fifty,  this  fudden  influx  of  new  paper,  with 
other  calamities,  (hould  depreciate  them  to  thirty,  the  fliares  of  the 
bank  proprietors  would  be  worth  httle  or  nothing;  but  (till  the  pub- 
lic would  not  be  a  lofer.  The  bank  Ihould  be  conddered  as  merely 
a  banking-company  •,  and  the  fault  lies  in  attributing  more  confe- 
'  quence  to  it  than  it  deferves.  If  the  bank  becomes  bankrupt, 
more  individuals  will  be  put  to  inconvenience  than  when  a  country 
bank  breaks  ;  but  the  Englifli  nation  is  not  to  be  alarmed  by  the 
breaking  of  any  commercial  company  in  the  country. 

Our  author  calls  the  order  of  council  to  the  bank  a  falutary  or- 
der. It  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  interfere  with  matters  of  ftate  :  but 
the  page  of  hiftory  informs  us  rliat  trade  is  of  a  very  delicate  na- 
ture, and  that  whenever  the  government  of  other  countries  has  in- 
terfered with  it  as  a  party  in  the  profits,  or  to  create  a  particular  in- 
fluence, the  nation  has  always  been  a  fufferer.  A  king  of  Eng- 
land, it  is  faid,  extorted  money  from  the  Jews  by  drawing  their 
teeth  ;  he  gained  a  temporary  relource,  but  loll  hjs  credit.  We 
hope  that  no  fatal  conlequences  may  enfue  from  the  order  of  coun- 
cil ;  but  of  this  we  are  confident,  that  the  utmofl  wifdom  is  necef- 
fary  to  ward  orT  fuch  evils  as  have  befallen  other  nations  in  fimilar 
circumftances;  and  we  do  not  helltate  to  fay,  that,  without  this 
wifdom  on  the  part  of  the  adminiftration,  the  bank  directors,  and 
the  monied  interefl  in  general,  as  well  as  prodigious  fortitude  and 
patience  on  the  part  of  the  peo[)]e,  this  country  has  fulfercd  more 
by  the  fingle  aft  of  flopping  the  bank,  than  by  all  the  expenditures 
of  the  prefent  calamitous  war. 

Remarks  o?i  a  Letter  relative  to  the  late  PctilloJts  fo  Parliament^  for 
the  Safety  and  Frefervalion  of  his  Majejly^'s   Perfon,  avd for  t],e 
more   effeilually  preventing    Seditious   Meetings   a:nl  Affcmblics ; 
ivlth  co'upleat  AbJlraSls  of  the  feveral  Claufcs  contained  in  each 
Bill.      For   the  Ufe  of  the  Public.      By  Sir  Edzvard  Harrington^ 
Knt.    Author   of  an    Excurfion  from    Paris    td    Fontainbleaii  ;   a 
Schizzo   on  Genius  ;   and  Defultory    Thoicghts  on  the  French  Na- 
tion, ^c.     8vo.     i^.  6^/.     Longman.      1796. 
\Vc  muft  refer  our  readers  to  Crit.  Rev,  Vol.  XII,  p.  34.2,  New 
Arr.  for  our  account  of  this  author's-  Defultory  Thoughts^  &c.      li 
is  impofTible  for  us  to  fpeak  in  different  terms  of  the  prefent  piece 
of  patch-uork.     Within  the  fpr.ce  of  forty-three   pages,  we  have 
upwards  of  forty-five  quotations,  from  Shakfpeare,  as  devoid  of  or-' 
der,  connexion,  or' application,  as  thofe  which  decorated  the  for- 
riicr  ctl'ufioii.     His  facility  ia  quoting  from  Shakfpeare,  however/ 
■'■    ■  ■  '  entities 
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cnhtles  him  to  feme  credit  as  a  man  of  mere  memory  : — nay  raor^ 
— he  has  learned  to  quibble  from  that  great  writer. 

*  Members  of  parliament,  in  oppofition,  muft  be  in  the  very 
laft  flate  of  defperation,  to  join  in  any  of  the  meafures  of  thcfe 
people,  ag;  jnll  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  ;  but,  indeed,  with  re- 
fped  to  the  political  principles  of  thefe  gentlemen,  I  believe,  that 
if  the  adminifrration  were  compofed  of  angels,  or  minifters  of 
grace,  they  would  revolt  againft  them,  on  the  angelical  principles 
of  ffijoying  fome  of  the  angels  tJiemfchois  /'      P.  27. 

Sir  Edward  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  good  effeds  of  the  treafoa 
and  fcdition  bills,  and  more  than  hints  that  we  have  yet  rather  too 
fnuch  liberty.  From  the  fpirit  of  his  pamphlet,  we  may  infer  that 
this  would  not  be  the  cafe,  if  he  were  appointed  dictator  of  the 
country,  or  even  filled  the  place  of  one  of  the  minifterial  angels. 

fjijiorieal  Epochs  of  the  French  Revolution^  tranjlated  fro7n  the 
French  of  H.  GoucIe?nctz.,  a  French  Clergyman  Emigrant  in  Eng- 
■  lancJ.  Dedicated.,  by  PenniJJion^  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Yorky  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph.  To  ivhich  isfubjoined,  iinth 
confiderable  Additions.^  the  third  Edition  of  the  Judgment  and 
Execution  of  Louis  XJ^I.  King  of  France  ,-  Tjith  a  Liji  of  the 
Members  of  the  National  Convention,  tvho  voted  for  and  againjl 
his  Death  ;  and  the  Karnes,  of  many  of  the  ?no/l  confderahle  Suf- 
ferers in  the  Courfe  of  the  French  Revolution,  di/iinguijhed  accord- 
ing to  their  Principles.      8w,      4^.  Boards.      Dilly.      1 796. 

This  work  will  be  ufeful  to  thofe  who  v/ifl^  to  refrefli  their  me- 
mories with  a  review  of  the  various  events  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion. For  that  purpofe  it  appears  to  be  fufficlently  accurate,  and 
devoid  of  prejudice.  A  dilferent  arrangement,  however,  would 
have  anfwered  bttter  for  confultation,  and  would  at  the  fame  time 
have  conftituted  a  general  index  to  all  hiflorlcal  accounts  of  the 
revolution.  We  recommend  fiich  an  arrangement  to  the  editor. 
The  lifts  at  the  end  of  the  '  Judgment  and  Execution  of  Louis,* 
are  very  valuable, 

^  Letter  to  the  Lord  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  Knight  of  the  mo/f 
Noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  &'c.  Cs'r.  ^c.  chiefly  on  the  SubjeR  of 
the  munerous  Emigrant  French  Priejls  and  others  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  refident  and  maintained  in  England  at  the  Public  K'x pence ; 
and  on  the  Spirit  and  Principles  of  that  Church  Sacred  and  Politi- 
cal.     By  a  Layman»      ^vo,      is.  6d.     Owen.      1796. 

The  cry  of  '  No  Popery'  lias  been  dorm.iJit  fince  the  memorable 
riots  in  June  1780,  as  if  tlie  proteftant  mob  had  burnt  out  all  dread 
and  fulpicion.  It  is  now  revived,  however,  by  a  gentleman 
whofe  elegance  of  flylc,  at  leafl,  diftinguiflics  him  from  the  com- 
mon race  of  pamphlet-writers,  and  who,  from  having  ftudied  the 
fijyecl:  with  attention,  has   rifcn  to   no  in  confiderable  portion  of 
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zeal  in  hi*^  endeavours  to  avert  the  revival  of  popery  in  thefe  king*- 
doms.  He  fiifpefts  that  this  may  be  efFefted  by  the  hmnerous 
emigrant  priefts  who  are  now  fliarlng  liberally  of  the  national 
bounty  ;  and  he  advances  fome  farts  to  prove  that  this  is  their  de-- 
fign  :  but  he  argues  more  in  point  from  the  unextinguilhed  fpirit  of 
profelytifm  which  their  condudl  evinces.  How  far  he  is  jiiftified 
ih  throwing  fufpicion  on  the  charafter  of  the  bidiop  of  St.  Pol  de 
I.eon,  and  how  far  his  arguments  are  conhftent  with  the  libera! 
fpirit  of  the  times,  we  fliall  not  at  pnfent  inquire.  He  has,  how- 
ever, fpoken  his  fears  with  great  freedom,  and  calls  with  energy  on 
the  leading  men,  both  of  church  and  ftate,  to  avert  the  impending- 
evil.  The  ellablifliment  of  fchools  of  education  among  the  emi-. 
orants,  into  which  the  E^iglifn  poor  are  received,  is  certainly  a  vio- 
lation of  the  laws,  and  an  objeft  worthy  of  the  attention  of  go- 
vernment ;  but  we  confcfs  ourfelves  inclined  to  doubt  the  fadt.  Iij 
other  refperts,  the  hints  our  author  throws  out,  ought  perhaps  ta 
meet  with  fome  confideration.  He  treats  the  fubjeft  as  in  every 
point  diftincl  from  the  caufes  or  objedls  of  the  war,  and  fleers  clear, 
of  all  political  bias,  or  any  allufion,  unlefs  very  diftant,  to  politi- 
cal controverfy.  He  dlftrufts  the  pnpijls^  and  argues /or  there- 
firiftions  which  have  been  lately  removed  from  them. 

The  Trial  of  Mr.  T.  S.  Gilktt,  formerly  Merchant.,  of  Bourdeanx^ 

.  charged  lo'ith  going   to   France  without  a  Fajfport.,  contrary  to  the 

■  third  Article  of  the  Traitorous  Correfpondence  AH  ;   with  his  Ad- 

tlrefs   to  the  Public,   in    Jujiification    of  his   ConduH.      ^vo,      is, 

Jordan,     i 796. 

Mr.-  Giltett,  it  appears,  had  a  pafTport  to  go  to  France  :  but  the 
thne  of  it  being  uippofed  to  be  expired,  and  he  being  refufed  an- 
other, he  prefunied  to  make  ufe  of  the  one  he  had  formerly  obtain- 
ed. This -conftituted  his  crime,  if  it  may  be  fo  called  ;  and  no- 
thing worfe  appeared  upon  his  trial, — if  a  ceremony  of  the  kind 
•liven  here  deferves  that  name.  For  this  he  was  fentenced  to  two 
months'  imprifonment.  His  treatment,  both  before  and  after  his  ar- 
reft,  he  complains  of,  as  hig'nly  diigraceful  to  the  parties  concern- 
ed ;  and  he  makes  this  lafi:  appeal  to  the  public  as  an  impartial 
judge.  We  can  only  repeat  his  own  words:  *  It  is  the  privilege  of 
the  injured  to  complain,  but  complaint  will  have  little  avail  againll 
the  weight  of  authority.' 

The  Call  of  the  Houfe,  or  a  New  IVay  to  get  into  Place ;  in  which 
the  Beauties  of  French  Coinpofitioii  and  Elocution  are  critically 
difcrffed,  and  fraternally  addrejjed,  (as  Models  of  Imitation)  to 
the  Members  of  Oppofition^  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  By  Scrib- 
lerus  Repubiicanus.  ?>vo.  is.  6d.  Owen.  1796. 
This  author,  if  not  the  heir  of  all  the  wit  and  fpirit  of  Martinus 

Siriblerus,  pofTefiis  at  leafl  fuch  a  portion  as  marks  him  ont  of  the 

family. 
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famify.  He  divides  the  beauties  of  French  compofition  and  elocu" 
tion  into  three  clafTes ;  i.  The  concire  and  nervous  ;  2.  The  copi- 
ous and  fweet ;  3.  The  vehen^ent  and  iubliirie  :  and,  truth  to  fay, 
he  has  not  been  unfuccefsfu!  in  fupplying  thefe  ilaffes  from  the 
fpeeghes  of  the  orators,  and  the  letters  of  -the  freuch  commiffion- 
€rs.     We  fliall  fele6t  foine  fpe-cimens  for  the  amuferaeiit  of  our 

readers —  '  

The  Concise  and  Nervous. 

*  I  accept  your  niiffion,  and  promife  to  bring  the  tyrant  of 
Spain  to  your  bar.'     Gafion. 

*  We  would  not  take  any  prifoners,  till  we  wer^  tired  with 
kilLng.'      La  CojSe  and  Eeaudot^   covimijfioners. 

'  I  am  fetting  out  for  Bavai,  for  which  I  will  order  foupe 
maigre.'     Dumottt.  --,.,. 

'  Damn  you,  fcoundrels  !'      Herbert. 

*  Our  horfes  are  killed  with  fatigue,  and  we  are  pbyficallyex- 
taufted,  but  mejitally  invigorated— I  am  going  to  moaiit  my  horfe 
— Adieu.'      Btrthier. 

'  Vidory  ! — Damnation  1  I  am  in  a  hun-y  !'     Carrier, 
The  VEHBMENT  and  sublime. 

*  Let  Nantes  be  quiet-'-I  will  go  to  hell  to  ext-erminate  the  enc- 
niies  of  my  country,'      Merlin  of  Thionville. 

*  Who  can  direct  a  thunder-ftorm  ? — Well,  fuch  is  the  revolu- 
tion— Its  flights  nuift  not  be  checked. — Far  be  it  from  us  to  have 
an  idea  of  moderation.'     Collot  D"  Her  hois, 

'  The  enemy  are  almofi:  furrounded— It  only  remains  for  them 
to  drink  up  the  Rhine,  or  pais  it.'     Dclcambe. 

*  Citizen  prefident,  the  French  armies — do  not  give  me  time  to 
draw  my  breath.'     Barrere, 

'  Let  the  treacherous  and  ferocious  Britons  be  aflailed  from  everv 
fide,  let  the  whole  republic  form  one  volcano,  launching  upon  them 
its  devouring  lava,  and  the  infamous  iilaiid,  which  gave  thefe  exe-' 
crable  monfters  birth,  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  furrounding  feas.* 
Fouche.'' 

An  hiquiry   into  the  Caufcs  of  I.nfolvencies  in  Retail  Bufncffes^  zvith 
Hints  for  th-ir  Prevention  ;   and  the  Plan  of  a  Fund  for  the  Relief 
of    Decayed    Fradefmt7i^   their    IVidoics^    Children,    or    Orphans, 
By  John  Cell,  of  Levjes.      Sf;.      is.     Rickman.      1796. 

The  plan  recommended  here  for  the  relief  of  decayed  tradefmen 
is  republiOied  from  a  tracl:  entitled  '  An  Addrefs  to  the  Manufacftu- 
rers  and  Traders  of  Great-Britain,'  printed  in  1787,  The  remarks 
of  l\Ir.  Gell  are  in  general  fenlible  and  appofite.  If  he  has  not 
wholly  reached  the  fource  of  our  increafing  bankruptcies,  he  has 
made  confiderable  advances  by  tracing  them  to  a  foirit  of  monopo- 
ly, and  fome  defefts  in  our  laws.  He  ought  to  obferve,  however, 
that  his  plan  is  a  cure  for  the  diforder,  but  not  a  preventative,  which 
would  be  the  more  defirable  contribiition  to  our  national  welfare. 

A  a  4  'POliTr, 
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POETICAL. 

Tale!  Sentimental^  Clerical^  and  Mifcellaneous^  ivith  Gravities  and 
Levities,  for  the  Ufe,of  the  Ladies.  By  Ifaac  Mirror^  Efq,  of 
the  Middle  Tetuple.,  Author  of  Menfa  Regum^  'Ujith  its  Dejjert^ 
^c.  &c.      T2!?:o.      Owen.      1796. 

Mr.  Ifaac  Mirror  feemsto  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  own 
abilities  to  divert  the  public ;  we  fincerely  v.-i{h  we  could  concur 
with  hiin  in  this  idea  ;  but  we  miift  confefs  we  have  met  in  thefe 
tales  with  much  of  levity,  little  of  gravity,  a  great  deal  of  trafli, 
not  a  ray  of  poetry,  and  a  very  flight  fprinkling  of  wit  and  hu- 
mour," The  dedicating  them  to  the  ladies  is  an  unprovoked  infult 
upon  the  fex,  fince  they  are  totally  devoid  of  that  elegance  which 
might  be  fuppofed  to  render  them  agreeable  to  women  ;  and  parti- 
cularly, fince  much  of  the  humour,,  if.  humour  i;:  be,  that  he  ex- 
hibits, is  drawn  from  the  turbid  fountain  of  impure  ideas  and  in- 
delicate allufion. — The  author  is  evidently  of  the  fchool  of  Peter 
Pindar  ;  but  as  Peter's  chief  merit  confifts  in  originality,  his  mode 
of  writing  is  not  a  proper  obje£l  of  imitation. 

As  Ifaac  Mirror  intimates  his  defign  of  publifliing  another  vo- 
lume, we  would  remind  him  that  laughing,  as  fome  author  fays,  is 
a  more  ferious  thing  than  many  men  are  aware  of.  All  thofe  pro- 
duftions  of  wit  which  have  flood  the  teft  of  criticifm,  have  been 
the  offspring  of  judgment,  tafle,  and  learning,  no  lefs  thr.n  of  an 
original  vein  of  pleafantry.  That  our  readers  may  judge  whether 
w-e  have  properly  appreciated  the  merits  of  this  writer,  we  fliall 
fubjoin  the  following  fpecimen  — 

*  THE  DYING  PENITENT. 

"  Thus,  holy  fir  !  averting  evil. 

You  think,  'tis  fair  to  cheat  the  devil." 

'*  Cheat  him  ? — Aye,  cheat  him  well,  or  fick  ; 

Thus  many  a  pious  heretic 

Has  cogg'd  the  die  at  laft,  and  chous'd  old  Nick. 

Thus — hold  ! — we'll  give  e'en  him  his  due  : 

plow  ftands  th'  account  'twixt  him  and  you  ?" — 

The  fick  man,  to  the  virgin  beck'ning ; 
Exclaim'd — "  Ah  !  fir,  a  long,  long  reck'ning 

At  fight  of  that  dear  form  occurs." — ■ 
♦'  Out  with  it."T— "  Hold,  proud  fliame  demurs ; 
We'll  lump  the  matter,  by  your  leave : 
Alas  !   how  do  I  moan  !  how  grieve  ! 
And  feel  regret  !   and  figh  and  pine 

Wallowing  in  finful  mire  jxift  like  a  hog  ! 

Ah  !   fir — -that  whole,  whole  catalogue 
Is  fairly— foully  fay  we,  mine." 
*'  Heigh  I — fixth  commandment ;— feventh,  and  all  ? 
Well — none  can  rife  unlefs  they  fall. 

'Tis 
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'Tls  odd,  I'll  own,  that  at  your  years" — 
*'  Ah  !  fir,  difpel  thefe  darkling  fears. 
Swear  by  the  beard  of  holy  pope, 
That,  after  all,  I'm  not  beyond  all  hope." 

"  Beyond  all  hope  1 — no  ! — let  me  fee  3 

One  way  there  is,  fecure  and  fnug 

To  doff  vile  fin's  polluted  rug." 

*'  What  is  't?  — oh  !  let  me  find  that  road  ! 

But  firft  relieve  my  inward  load." 

"  Soft — fair  and  foft ! — the  learn'd  agree^ 

That  when  the  fouls  we  dearly  love 

Infure  apaiT-port  thro'  the  gate  above. 
They  oil  the  lock,  and  we  produce  the  -key. 
Your  fortune,  fir  ?" — "  From  mortgage  clear, 
'Tis  twice  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year!" 
*'  So  much  ! — Kind  fir  ! — good  fir !   'tis  well— - 

Remove  all  doubt,  dry  up  each  tear. 

Defy  the  thoufand  pow'rs  of  hell." 
**  How,   fir,  defy  them  ? — think — my  fins  !'* 
— "  Thofe  end  where  penitence  begins  : 

Our  convent's  poor,  read,  fir,  oh  read  ! 

I  mean,  fir,  fign  this  acfl  and  deed  : 

By  this  one  aft,  well  fign'd  and  feal'd, 

The  joys  above  fliall  be  reveal'd ; 

That  done,  no  more, — to  heav'n  you  go, 

Straight  as  an  arrow  from  a  bow." 
Ah  !   fir,  my  fins  !" — "  No  more  of  that— - 
Were  they,  fir,  blacker  than  your  hat, 

And  clufter'd  up  Hke  nuts  in  autumn ; 
This  aft,  this  deed  informs  you  how 
Your  confci^nce  may  be  white  as  Inow  j 

Clear  as  ai  fountain  to  the  bottom. 
Your  fins ! — mere  trifles  !" — "  Sir,  we'll  then  abate; 
Should  trifles  be  redeem'd  at  fuch  a  rate  ?" 

"  Trifles  ? — I  mean — yes,  trifles  let  me  fay, 

Compar'd  with  that  redeeming  way. 

Sign — fign  and  feal ;  for  nothing  fliort 

Of  that  can  clear  you  out  of  court. 

HaTte — take  this  pen — for,  death  I  fee 

{Shake  not  thy  locklefs  pate  at  me  !) 

Sign" — Here  the  fick  man  gave  a  groan  : 

*'  Much  as  I  wifli,  fir,  to  atone 
'  For  fraHties  pad  : 

Yet  Tom  my  boy — demands  my  care; 

You  would  not  fee  my  fon  and  heir 

In  rags,  on  mis'ry  cafi:  ?" 

*'  You  tire  me  out— fir — Tom — od'  rabbit ! 

For  Tom,  e'en  let  him  take  the  habit ;  That 
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That  done — this  fign'd,  I  mean,  I  pledge  my  troth, 

In  heav'n  to  hold  good  quarters  for  you  both  : 
Nay.  fiake  this  fnu(f-box  'gain ft  yon  mafTy  bowi ;" 

— Hei-e  whin'd  this  fample  for  all  dying  qiiakers, 
"  Done ! — and,  while  you  fecure  the  foul, 

Tom  ihall  fecure  the  acres."     p.  iig. 

We  dare  not  offer  at  any  criticifm,  as  the  author  ftems  very  fore 
from  feme  difcipline  of  :his  kind,  beftovved  by  a  brother  reviewer 
on  fome  former  publication. 

Poems  on  ike   Death  of  Prifcilla  Fanner ,  by  her  Grand/on  Char  lei 
Lloyd.      (Quarto.      ^s.   6d.      Phillips.       1796. 

This  tribute  of  refpe<ft  to  the  memory  of  a  worthy  departed  friend 
difcovers  a  mind  of  a  fuperior  caft, -and  a  heart  fufceptible  of  the 
moft  virtuous  affeftions.  As  poetry,  the  images  are  for  the  moft 
part  natural  ;  the  verfification  is  harmonious,  and  we  throughout 
find  much  to  admire,  and  little  to  cenfure. 

We  fubjoin  the  two  following  fonnets,  as  fpecimens  of  the  aU" 
thor's  talents— 

*  My  pleafant  home  !   where  erft  when  fad  and  faint 

I  fought  maternal  friendfhip's  flielfcring  arms, 
My  pleafant  home  !   where  is  the  rev'renc'd  faint 

Whofe  prefence  gave  thee  thy  peculiar  charms  ? 
Ah  me!  when  flow  th'  accuftom'd  doors  imfokl. 

No  more  her  looks  affeftionate  and  mild 
Beam  on  my  burrhen'd  heart!  O,  ftill  and  cold 

The  cherifli'd  fpot  where  welcome  fat  and  fmil'd  ! 
My  fpirit  pines  not  nurfing  fancied  ill  ; 

'Tis  not  the  fev'rifh  and  romantic  tie 

Which  now  I  weep  difTever'd  ;  not  a  form 
That  woke  brief  paffion's  defultory  thrill : 

I  mourn  the  cherifber  of  infancy  ! 

The  dear  protedrefs  from  life's  morning  ftorm  I'     p.  7, 

*  Oh,  I  have  told  thee  every  fecret  care  ! 

And  crept  to  thee  when  pale  with  ficklinefs  ! 
Thou  did'ft  provide  my  morrow's  fimple  fare, 

And  with  meek  Iovg  my  elfin  wrongs  redrefs. 
My  grandmother!  v>'hen  pondering  all  alone 

Fain  would  I  lift  thy  footftep  !   but  my  call 

Thou  doft  not  hear ;  nor  mark  the  tears  that  fall 
From  my  dim  eyes !  No,  thou  art  dead  and  gone ! 
How  can  I  think  that  thou  didft  mildly  fpread 

Thy  feeble  arrnS,  and  clafp  me  o'er  and  o'er 
Fre  infant  gratitude  one  tear  could  Hied  ! 

How  think  of  thee,  to  whom  its  little  ftore 

I\Ty 
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My  bofom  owes,  nor  tempted  by  defpair 

Tvlix  bufy  anguifti  with  impeifecl  prayer  !'     p,  8. 

Subjoined  to  thefe  effiifions  is  a   very  fine  poem,  entitled  the 
Grandam,  by  Mr.  Charles  Lamb  of  the  India-houle. 

L     A     W. 

A  Treatlfe  of  Eq^uiiy.  JfltJi  the  Addition  of  Mnro'inal  References 
and  Notes  :  by  John  Fonhlanque^  Efq.  Barrljler  at  Lavo.  2  F'oh, 
8vo.     iqs.  Boards,     Butterworth. 

There  is  no  department  of  learning  which  has  not  been  greatly 
enriched  by  the  labour  of  commentators :  and  this  fpecies  of  eluci- 
dation forms  a  very  confpicuous  and  valuable  part  of  the  legal  fcU 
ence.  The  editor  of  the  prefent  work  has  republilhed  an  anony- 
nious  treatife  of  a  hw  pages,  with  notes,  by  which  the  publication 
is  extended  to  the  bulk,  of  two  volumes.  There  is,  however,  no 
occafion  to  regret  this  circumftance  ;  for  Mr.  Fonblanque's  annota- 
tions and  references  will  be  found  a  correft  and  ufeful  coile(ftion  of 
remarks  and  authorities,  on  a  very  exteniive  and  important  branch 
of  our  jurifprudence. 

RELIGIOUS. 

Exercifes    of    Piety.       For    the   Ufe    of    enlightened    and   virtuous 

■    Cdirifians.       By    G.    Z.     ZoUikofre,     Paftor    of    the    Reformed 

Church  a'  Leipfc,      Trmijlatcd  from  the  French  Edition,  bv  James 

Manning,   Pajior   of    the    United   Congregations   of  Diffaiters  in 

ExcltT.     2vo.     3J.     Jolinfon.     1796. 

Thefe  exercifes  of  piety  form  only  a  fmal!  part  of  the  original 
wi'orkvwhich  ooiilifled  of  two  volimies.  Mr.  Manning,  however,  has 
beenjudiciour.  in  his  feleftion  ;  and  though  the  EnglKh  reader  may 
Jtgret  that  theprefent  volume  fliould  come  to  him  through  the  me- 
dium of  a  French  trnnflation,  yet  we  mull  obfcrve,  tluit  the  work, 
in  its  prefent  irate,  reads  very  fmoothly,  and  is  remarkably  free  from 
{..'allicilirs.      .' 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  wrltii^.gs  of  Zollikofre,  thofe 
who  have  admiied  the  richnefs  of  his  fancy,  his  warm,  but  rational 
devotion,  and  his  livfly  energetic  ftyle,  in  defending  the  great  in- 
ttrefts  of  revealed  religion,  will  wiQi  that  Mr.  Manning  had  given 
tlie  entire  work  to  the  Englifli  ptiblic. 

The  fubjefts  of  thefe  exercifes  are  interefting  and  important. 
Tliey  are  as  follow — 

"*  The  Exigence  of  God  —Providence — Faith  in  Jefus  Chrifl — 
The  Immortality  of  th.e  Soul— Love  -to  God — Love  to  Jefus 
Chriil— Love  to  Mankind — Love  of  LabDur— ■  he  fafefl  Rule  in 
the  Conduft  of  Life — E.xercifes  of  Piety  Anted  to  the  different  Re- 
lations in  Domeflic  and  Civil  Society — JMarricd  Perfons — Parents 

•■,■:>         ■    — Chilu. 
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— Childhood — Youth — ?Janhood — Olcf  Age — On  IMan  ns  a  Sub- 
jed  in  Society — The  Rich  Man — The  Poor  Man — A  Perfon 
confined  by  Sicknefs — The  Death  of  Friends.' 

A  warm  vein  of  genuine  piety  runs  through  the  whole  of  this 
little  volume;  and,  what  is  extremely  rare,  the  rich  and  varied  or- 
naments of  a  brilliant  imagination  are  occafionally  blended  with 
the  foundeft  argumentation.  The  following  fliort  extract  may 
ferve  as  a  fpecimen,  the  contlufion  of  which  we  think  beautiful 
and  fublime — 

*  And  where  is  the  frrfl,  fupreme  intelligence,  the  father  of  fpi- 
rits,  who  hath  created  me,  and  all  other  thinking  and  reafonable 
creatures  ?  For  I  have  not  always  thought.  I  have  exifted  but  a 
fhon  time,  and  am  equally  ignorant  how  I  think,  and  how  I  began 
to  think.  I  am  fenfible  it  is  not  in  myfelf  that  I  miift  feek  for  the 
true  caufe  of  my  exigence.  It  is  not  to  the  immediate  authors  I 
am  indebted  for  it.  They  know  not  how  I  exifl,  and  the  caufe  of 
their  own  exiftence  is  no  more  in  themfelves  than  mine  is  in  me. 
Everv  tlnn?f  informs  me  alfo,  that  mv  intelligent  nature  cannot  be 
the  work  of  chance,  the  eflcct  of  the  fen(ible  objects  which  fur- 
round  me,  or  of  the  grofs  materials  to  which  I  am  united.  The 
crder,  the  connection,  and  the  harmony  which  prevail  in  my 
thoughts,  will  not  fu iter  me  to  believe  it.  I  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  my  mind  is  of  a  much  nobler  origin,  and  is  of  a  nature  far 
fuperior  to  the  body  which  ferves  for  its  covering.  I  perceive  that 
mv  foul  is  the  work  of  a  being  fuoerior  to  all  thofe  which  I  fee 
around  me — that  it  proceeds  from  an  im material,  intelligent  princi- 
ple, by  whom  it  lives  and  thinks,  and  to  whom  it  is  moft  intimate- 
ly related, 

*  To  believe  that  there  is  a  firft,  eternal  caufe  of  all  things,  an 
intelligence  fupreme  and  pcrfeft,  is  to  admit  a  truth,  the  conviftion 
of  vi'hich  is  neceffary  to  relieve  and  tranquillize  my  heart;  and  the 
clearer  my  ideas  on  this  fi.ibje£t,  and  the  more  attention  I  pay  to 
vhat  pafies  within  and  without  me,  the  more  clearly  I  hear  the 
voice  of  nature,  which  announces  to  me  a  dcitv. 

*  O  ihou  being  of  beings,  infinite,  eternal,  heaven  and  eartl^ 
proclaim  thy  exiftence  ! — every  leaf,  every  plant,  every  tree,  tvery 
infecb,  every  worm  that  crawleth  on  the  ground,  every  living  and 
rational  creature  fpeaks  of  thee.  Every  thing  that  exifts  and  thinks 
celebrates  thy  praife.  I  behold  thee  in  the  brightnefs  of  the  firma- 
ment— in  the  mild  light  which  furrounds,  and  in  the  vital  heat 
which  pervades  all  animate  beings !  It  is  thee  I  hear  in  the  foft 
murmurs  of  the  air,  in  the  falutary  blov/ing  of  the  winds,  in  the 
ruftling  noife  of  the  leaves,  in  the  melodious  fong  of  birds,  in  the 
ihteirH'ible  lanouagre  of  men,  in  the  roarins;  waves  of  the  fea,  and 
in  the  thundering  voice  of  the  tempcft.  It  is  thee  whom  I  perceive 
in  the  imprefTions  which  external  objefts  make  upon  me,  and  in 
the  pleafing,  and  fometin-,es  rapturous  feelings  which  arife  from  the 
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knowledoe  of  truth,  the  practice  of  vatue,  and  the  expeLl;ation  of 
a  hnppy  futurity.'      p.  7. 

An  E/fay  on  the  Folly  of  Scepticifm  ;  the  Abfurd'tty  of  Dogmatizing 
en  Religious  SubjeHs  ;  nnd  the  proper  Mfditi-n  to  bt:  obferved  be~ 
ti'jeen  thfe  t'vo  Extrf.mis.  By  W.  L.  Broion^  D.D.  i^c.  £yr. 
%vo.      3J-.    fitted.     Crofby.      1796. 

To  confider  without  ever  coming  to  a  determination,  to  deter- 
mine without  ever  confidering,  are  the  oppofite  extremes,  into 
which,  from  various  caufes,  men  are  liable  to  fall :  and  few  can 
keep  that  middle  path  which  leads  diretffly  to  the  temple  of  truth. 
Our  author  attacks  frequently  with  great  juftice  both  parties  ;  but 
he  too  often  lets  his  eflay  run  into  declamation;  and  fo  averfe  is  he  . 
from  fcepticifm,  that  he  feems  likely  to  narrow  the  bounds  of  ratio- 
nal enquiry.  He  does  not  alfo  feem  to  act  with  exa£l  impartiality, 
when  he  attributes  fo  many  of  cur  errors  to  the  church  of  Rome, 
not  recollecting,  perhaps,  tliat  the  church  of  Scotland  is  far  from 
being  free  herfelf  from  fimilar  imputations.  Indeed,  a  writer  who 
takes  up  a  fubjecl  like  the  prefent,  has  a  wide  field  before  him;  and 
iiiftead  of  dealing  io  much  in  generals,  he  would  do  wifely  if  he 
partictilarifed  a  little  more  the  failings  of  all  parties. 

Scepticifin  is  referred  to  a  Grecian  original;  but  furely  it  takes  its 
rife  in  the  nature  of  man.  VVc  ought  all  to  be  fceptics,  if  we 
mean  to  be  rational  beings  :  and  there  is  a  time  when  it  is  equailv 
right  to  be  dogmatical.  To  be  open  to  evidence,  to  lay  no  reflrainis 
upon  others,  to  be  firm  when  our  opinions  are  well  formed,  thefe, 
With  a  few  other  things  pointed  out  by  our  author,  will  krep  u-. 
from  falling  into  either  error  now  generally  undcrllood  under  the 
terms  of  fcepticifm  and  dogmatifm  :  and  if  we  did  not  fee  any  det'p 
traits  of  thought  in  the  work  before  u;;,  our  readers  will  receive  the 
feme  pleafure  with  ourfelves  from  the  following  extract  on  tolera- 
tion— 

*  Indeed,  I  .am  convinced,  that  Chriilianity  will  never  appear 
in  its  native  luflre,  till  the  mofl  pcrfe6t,  unequivocal  toleration  be 
every  where  eflablifhed  :  becaufe  this  will  allow  relioion  to  exert  its 
uative  energy,  enjoy  the  flime  advantage  with  every  other  fcience, 
and,  by  means  of  free  inquiry,  extradling  freOi  light  and  evidtiice, 
bring  it  nearer  ar.d  nearer  to  th.e  pure  llandard  of  divine  truth. 
Toleration,  when  properly  underliood,  maintains  the  purirv  of 
faith  and  praftice.  It  exhibits  chanty  and  forbearance,  the  moft 
lovely  of  chriftian  virtues,  and  the  compendium  of  them  all.  It 
banifiies  difTimulation  and  hypocrify,  which,  though  tlie  bane  of 
religion,  have,  by  a  ftrangc  fatality,  lurked  often  under  her  clokc, 
it  implies  the  firm  eft  adherence  to  the  words  of  found  dodlrine  as 
^■eceived  from  heaven  :  for,  in  the  tirft  place,  it  fuppofes  we  arc, 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  our  opinions,  (ince  we  fear 
cot  to  fubmit  them  to  the  freelt  fcrutiny ;  and,  fecoEdly,  that  we' 

are 
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are  firmly  attached  to  them,  bccaufe  to  bear  with  others  necefTarily 
involves  a  clitference  from  them  ;  for,  if  we  are  inditt'erciit,  there 
is  on  our  part  no  toleration. 

A  tolerant  fpirit  is,  thus,  the  greatclt  bar  both  to  dogmatifm  and 
fcepticifm ;  attaching  us,  on  the  one  band,  to  what  we  deem  pure 
religion,  and,  on  ihe  other,  preventing  us  from  iinpofing  arbitra- 
rily upon  others  our  own  tenets.'     P.  i8i. 

0£av9,;a7ro;  t>ij  Ka!v>)j  Aia9mr)i'  "'"»   ««  Jppeal  to  the  Kelt)    Tefia- 
men. ,    in    Froof  of  l/ie   Divinity  of  the  Son  cf  God.      By  Charles 
Haiutrey,  31.  A.   Vicar  of  Bampton,   Oxfordjliire.     %vo.    y.  6d, 
fci^ed.      Rivingtons. 

In  publifliing  the  piefcnt  Appeal,  our  author  informs  us  th/it  be 
■was  influenced  by  the  laudable  dcfire  of  reconciling,  if  poilible, 
the  jarring  and  difcordant  opin'ons  of  L'hriftians,  that  they  may  nil 
unite  and  thirrk  one  and  the  fame  thing,  concerning  the  perfon  of 
HIM,  to  whom  they  niuft  owe  thtir  falvation. 

*  In  the  New  Teftament,'  he  continues,  *  it  is  a  n-.of!:  certain 
truth,  that  the  term  0:o,-  is  repeatedly  and  decidedly  applied  to  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  and,  therefore,  according  to  thedodrineof  the  New  Tef- 
tament, he  mull  be  what  €>jo5  fignifies.  It  is  re[)catqdiy  and  deci- 
dedly alfo  the  doftrine  of  the  New  Telhnieiit,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
fubordinate,  acting  by  delegation,  accordiilg  to  the  will  of  the  fa- 
ther ;  and,  therefore,  how  is  tliis  to  be  reconciled  with  his  being 
what  <S)?.oi;  fignifies  ? 

*  The  difficulty  here  has  appeared  to  be  (o  very  great,  that  vari- 
ous means  have  been  purfued  in  order  to  remove  it, 

'  On  the  one  part,  it  has  been  boldly  affirmed  by  fome,  that 
the  term  0£o;  is  never  directly  applied  to  Jefus  Chrifi:;  and  by 
others  of  the  fame  party,  but  with  lefs  confidence,  that,  when  it  ir. 
fo  applied,  it  is  not  in  that  ftnfe  in  which  it  is  applied  to  the  fa- 
ther. 

*  On  the  other  part,  it  has  been  urged,  that  the  term  ©toi  is 
certainly  and  directly  applied  to  Jefus  Chriil,  and  that  he,  there- 
fore, is  what  0£oj  fignifies  ;  and  that  the  fubordination,  delegation,' 
commiffion,  &c.  under  which  he  is  fliid  to  a<ft,  is  only  fpoken  of 
him  as  he  is  man,  but  never  as  he  is  God  and  man. 

'  Are  not  both  thefe  parties  liable  to  be  objeifted  to,  as  purfuing 
a  wrou"-  mode  of  removing  the  difficulty  ?  The  former,  in  order  to 
remove  ir,  denies  the  divinity  ;  the  latter  denies,  or  explains  away, 
the  fubordination  ;  but  the  New  Teftament afiirms  both  the  divinity 
and  the  fubordination  The  matter,  therefore,  to  be  enquired  into 
is,  can  thefe,  according  to  the  dodrine  of  the  New  Teftament,  be 
compatible  with  each  other  ?  Denying,  or  explaining  away  either 
the  ovk  or  other  is  not  renioving  the  difficulty  or  anfwering  the 
queition.  The  <]uc(lion  can  only  be  anfwered  by  flsewiiig  ho'.v  the 
S  divinity 
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divinity  and  the  fubordination,  which  nre  affirmed  in  the  New  Tef' 
iament,  are  compatible  with  each  other.'     p.  viii. 

In  endeavouring  to  reconcile  thefe  feerning  difficulties,  Mr. 
Hawtrev  argues  with  confiderable  ability,  and  brings,  in  fupport  of 
his  opinion,  a  refpeftable  Hock  of  learning  and  biblical  criticifm, 
which  he  manages  with  ingenuity,  in  defence  of  the  eftablifl)ed  di.c- 
trines  of  the  church,  except  that  he  rejects  one  point,  which  fame 
have  ftrenuoufly  infixed  on  as  an  article  of  faith,  namely,  the  eter- 
nal filiation  of  the  Son  of  God. 

The  difcuffion  of  the  general  fubjeft  proceeds  with  candour  and 
rr.oderation,  till  the  author,  towards  the  end  of  his  pamphlet, 
touches  on  the  fubjeft  of  our  Saviour  and  his  apoftles  uling  the 
popular  language  ot  the  Jcw.>  occafionally  ;  and  there,  we  think,  he 
betrays  fomethinglike  intemperate  warmth  and  petulance.  Eefides, 
had  he  confulted  Lightfoot's  Horas  HebraVcce,  or  even  looked  into 
V/etftein's  Greek  Teftament  (in  locis)  he  would  have  found  it  i;n- 
polGble,  ive  think,  to  vindicate  his  opinion  on  this  fubjeft,  as  well 
as  fome  others  that  are  nearly  conne6ted  with  it. 

It  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  give  our  readers  any  jufl  opinion 
of  the  prefent  pnbhcation  bv  partial  extracts ;  and  we  are  appre- 
henfive  that  the  public  has  been  cloyed  of  late  with  the  nun'jerous 
pamphlets,  fermons,  and  voiun.es,  that  have  ifTaed  from  the  prefs 
on  the  peculiar  dodrine  of  Socinus,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  Unita- 
rianifm,  and  the  manv  able  vindications  of  the  orthodox  faith. 
Let  it  be  fufficient,  therefore,  for  us  to  arid,  that  Mr.  Hawtrey  may 
rank  as  a  refpeftable  champion  under  the  banners  of  the  latter,  and 
that  his  Appeal  may  be  read  with  confiderable  advantage  by  thofe 
who  may  be  anxious  to  acquire  information  on  the  fubjeft. 

T/ie  Et'srnal  Filiation  of  the    Son  of  God   ajjlrted  on  the   Er.-ider.ce 

of  the  Sacred  Scriptures^  the  Covjevt  of  the   Fathers  of  the  three 

Jpjl  Cei:turies.,   a;ul  the  Avthoriiy  of  the  Kicene  Cotincii.     Bj  the 

Rev.    Frodjkam    Hodfon,   M.  Ai  Fello'v    of  Brafe:i-Nofe    College^ 

Oxford,     Sro.     is.      Rivingtons.      1 796. 

We  (hall  permit  the  learned  and  ingenious  author  of  this  pam- 
phlet to  ftate  the  occafion  which  gave  rile;  to  it,  in  his  own 
-■/ords — 

*  The  following,  flicets  are  the  refidt  of  an  examination  into  the 
queftion,  "  Wliether  the  Fiiiarion  of  tl>e  Son  of  God  was  ab 
fieternor" — an  examination  which  the  author  was  direftcd  to  un- 
dertake, as  probationary  fellow  of  Brafen-Nofe  College.  For  tlie 
proofs  in  favour  of  th.c  negative  fide  of  the  qixilion,  the  author 
was  referred  to  the  ©ejjvS^wttcj  of  Mr.  Hawtrey  ;  and  whiilt  he 
Was  directed  to  examine  the  validitv  of  the  arouments  there  urged 
by  an  appeal  to  the  fcriptures,  the  fathers,  and  the  Kiccne  Coun- 

'  •   -e  at  the  fume  vimc  u  .;s  lold,  with  51  liberuliry  of  mind  which 
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difda'med  to  drop  any  expreffion  that  could  fliackle  the  freedom  of 
inquiry,  to  coiTipare,  to  deliberate,  and  to  determine.  Nearly  in: 
the  fame  flate  in  which  the  refult  of  his  inquiries  was  originally 
fubmitted  to  the  right  reverend  the  principal  of  Brafen-Nofe,  it  is 
now  fubmitted  to-the  public.  Some  few  alterations  however  have 
been  made;  fome  ambitiofa  ornamenta,  which  encumbered  the  in- 
trodiKflion,  have  been  removed,  in  fubmiffion  to  one,  whofe  judg- 
ment always  carries  with  it  authority  to  the  author's  mind  ;  and, 
at  the  fuggeftion  of  the  fame  able  critic,  one  or  two  correftions 
have  been  adopted,  v/hich  the  author  regrets  are  not  more  in  num- 
ber, becaufe  they  are  confiderable  in  value. 

'  Should  the  author's  fcriptural  view  of  the  quefhion  be  thought 
too  confined,  he  is  ready  to  allow,  that  it  might  have  been  expand- 
ed with  advantage.  But,  as  IMr.  Hawtrey's  appeal  to  the  Nicene 
Creed  had  in  fome  meafure  made  an  appeal  to  the  earlier  fathers 
necefTary,  he  was  particularly  diretled  to  collect  their  opinions,  as 
confrituting  a  fpecies  of  evidence,  lefs  accelTible  to  the  generality 
of  readers. 

'  He  who  wiflies  for  more  proofs  from  fcripture  may  find  them 
in  a  fermon  "  on  the  Eternal  Generation  of  the  Son  of  God,"  by 
the  bifhop  of  Cheftcr,  who,  from  a  comprehenfive  confideratioii 
of  the  lanouap-e  of  the  New  Teflament,  has  fliewn  that  the  idea  of 
an  antecedent  filiation  is  interwoven  with  the  very  contexture  of 
revelation. 

'  As  the  Qsav^paTTOg  of  Mr.  Hawtrey  is  perpetually  quoted  in 
the  courfe  of  the  following  examination,  it  may  be  proper  to  ap- 
prize the  reader,  that  it  is  not  the  general  doftrine  of  that  valuable 
work  which  is  here  combated  ;  but  only  that  particular  one,  which 
relates  to  the  filiation,  and  which  forms,  as  it  were,  an  epifode  in 
the  book.  For  the  rell,  if  the  voice  of  an  unknown  individua} 
could  be  heard  amidft  the  loud  applaufes  of  the  learned,  it  fliould 
be  raifed  with  the  moft  cordial  fincerity  in  commendation  of  one, 
who  has  fo  ably  vindicated  the  divinity  of  our  Lord.'     p.  v. 

The  doftrine  or  pofition  which  IMr.  Hodfon  profefTes  to  contro- 
vert, is  this:  '  That  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  Trinity,  though  he 
exilled  from  all  eternity,  in  the  capacity  of  the  word  of  God,  yet 
he  only  began  to  be  his  fon,  when  he  became  incarnate;  that, the 
fi.liation,  in  fliort,  confifted,  and  confifled  only,  in  the  incarna- 
tion.' Such  is  the  point  at  iffue  between  IMr.  Hawtrey  and  Mr. 
Hodfon  ;  and  fuch  are  the  queflions  which- gentlemen  and  fcholars 
h-^ve  chofen  to  agitate,  with  a  view  to  fliew  their  zeal  for  the  faith, 
their  learning  and  abilities,  at  the  clofe  of  tlie  eighteenth  century  I 
Would  it  not  have  belter  fuited  the  myflical  days  of  Duns  Scotus 
and  Thomas  Aquinas  ?  It  cannot  be  expefled  that  we  fiiould  enter 
into  al:y  detail  of  the  arguments  firo  or  co?/;  becaufe,,  however  well 
we  u'ifli  to  the  general  interefls  of  Chriftlanity,  we  trufr  that  v.'e 
can  fill  our  pages  with  aiaUer  that  will  prove  far  more  iuterefling 
7  '  f^ 
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%0  the  generality  of  our  readers,  than  by  entering  into  difcuffions  of 
^his  nature.  Without  prefuming  to  determine,  therefore,  utrum 
horum — which  of  thefe  combatants  ou'^ht  to  be  crowned  with  the 
wreath  of  triumph,  we  fiiall  only  obferve,  that  Mr.  Hodibn,  ia 
"defence  of  his  pofition,  writes  with  elegance  and  animation  ;  he 
brings  into  the  field  of  cpntroverfy  alfo  a  conhderable  flock  of 
learning,  that  is  appropriate  to  his  fubjeft,  without  any  pedantry, 
or  unneceflary  parade  :  and  we  chearfuUy  add,  that  though  many 
of  our  readers  may  turn  away  with  faftidious  naufea  from  the  fub- 
■je6t  matter  in  difpute,  yet  every  one  muft  be  plteafed  with  the  truly 
candid  and  liberal  fpirit  which  pervades  the  whole  of  this  publica- 
tion. 

The  Go/pel  Mejfage.  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Umverjit\\  Nov. 
1 3»  ^  79^«  T^o  which  arc  annexed  Four  Skeletons  of  Sermons  upon 
'the  fame  Text,  treated  in  four  different  VFays,  iioiih  a  f'^iew  to 
illuflrate  all  Mr.  Claude's  Rules  of  Compoftion  and  Topics  of 
Difcourfe,  By  the  Rev.  Char'le^  Simeon^  iTf.  'A.  Zdc.  The  above 
is  intended  as  an  Appendix  to  Claude's  Ej/ay  and  the  Hundred 
■Skeletons  before  piihlified.      ^vo.      is.     Dilly.      1796. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Simeon  on  his  mode  of  analyCng  a  fermon, 
which,  we  doubt  riot,  will  iii  diie  time  lead  him  to  found  know- 
ledge. He  will  by  degr'ees  examine  more  accurately  every  pofition  j 
and  he  will  I'lbt,  fome  k\v  years  hence,  fpeak  fo  pofitively,  and 
upon  fuch  weak  ground;  on  eternal  damnation,  as  he  has  done  iu 
the  fkeleton  of  this  difcoiirfe — 

*  Damnation  on  the  contrary  imports  everlafting  mifcry 
[The  puniQiment  of  the  wicked  is  eifewhere  faid  to  be  eternal— 
And  the  contraft  in  the  text  fully  expreffes  its  duration — 
Our  Lord  hiinfelf  puts  this  point  beyond  a  doubt — ]'     p.  16. 

We  have  re^erreii  to  the  place  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Simeon  in 
Mark  ix.  43 — 48,  as  proof  that  the  punlfnment  is  eternal,  anJ 
cannot  fee  how  a  metaphor  from  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  and  the 
entire  confumptibu  of  the  body  by  a  worm,  can  be  a  proof  in 
point :  and  w€  deny  that  our  Saviour  has  put  the  point  beyond  a 
doubt  by  Matt.  kxv.  46,  the  place  referred  to  as  a  proof,  becaufe 
the  meaning  of  the  word  aiijvjo?  mull  firft  be  fettled  :  and  no  per- 
ion,  we  beheve,  tolerably  acquainted  with  the  Greek  and  Hebrew 

'languages,  will  allow  thatd:twv,  a/a)»os,  CS7y>niean  the  eternity  which 
Mr.  Simeon  wiHies  to  eftablifli. 

A  Sermon,  preached  at  Knareflorough,   OFiober  l^d,  1796,  oii  Ona' 
fion  of  a  Form  of  Thank/giving  being  read  for    the  late  abundant 
Harvcji.  By  the  Rev.  Samuel  Clapham^  M.  A.     i^lo.     ts.     Rob- 
fon.     31796. 

Politics — bounty    on    corn,    four    hundred  and    ten   thoufand 

^,..  fcaiT,  Rtv.  Vol.  XiX.  March^  ij^)^,  B  b  pound* 
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poundc — levelling  principles— monopoly — proper  value  of  fafmf— »  ■ 
ivhen  farmers  are  to  be  turned  out  bv  their  landlords — lon«;  leafe? 
«— irich  men  to  mind  what  people  go  to  church — thefe  are  the  chief 
fubjedts  of  the  fermon  ;  and  in  the  notes  the  two  famous  bilb  are 
fubjefts  of  encomium.  As  the  fermon  is  not  likely  to  be  r^ad  ott 
of  the  author's  neighbourhood,  it  is  uniieceffary  to  point  out  the 
extreme  impropriety  of  the  topics  chofen  by  this  divine,  nor  the 
many  faults  in  liyle  and  compofition,  with  which  they  are  eHforced. 

^  Sernion,,  preached  at  Monkivell-ftreet  Meeting-Hou/e^  O^ober  i6th^ 
1 796,  oii  Ociafionof  the  Death  of  Dr.  James  For  dyce^ formerly  Pajior 
of  the  Congregation  loorJJiipping  in  that  Place,  "Ujho  died  at  Bath, 
OHober  i/I,  aged  76'.  Pj  James  LinJfay.  %vo.  is.  6d.  John- 
ion.      1797. 

A  tribute  of  refpec^  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Fordyce,  in  which 
ihe  author  has  interwoven  his  own  fentiments  on  eitablilhments,' 
religious  bigotry,  and  liberality,  with  ai  firmnefs  and  candour  that 
do  him  honour. 

The  Call  of-  the  Je-ws,  Tivo  Serntons  preached  at  the  Nciu  Jerufa-^ 
km  Temple,  In  Red-crofs-JIreet,  near  Cripplegate^  London,  Ot'?, 
2,  1796:^:40,  'vjherein  is  manifefied,  from  the  Word,  the  true 
Nature  and  Qualiry  of  that  People,  from  their  firfi  Origin  to  our 
Lord's  Advent,  and  that  the  Expedation  of  their  Call  to  accede  to 
the  Lord  s  Church  as  a  peculiar  People,  or  to  go  again  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  is  Uiconfiflent  both  with  Reafon  and  Scripture.  By  Manc'aM 
dihiy,  ]^.  H.  S.     8w.      IS,     Baynes. 

.  ^  Upon  the  principles  of  the  New-Jerufalem  church,  the  preachef 
^ou's  clearly  that  the  ]t\\'6  will  not  be  again  recalled  ;  and  of 
courfe  all  the  paifages  vvhich  have  led  many  perfons  to  expe£t  fuch' 
an  event,  are  explained  in  a  fpirlcual  fenfe,  in  a  manner  agreeable 
to  the  tenets  of  the  new  feft. 

The  Beauties  of  He7;ry  :  a  Seledion  if  the  mojl  fir  iking  Paffuge^  ifi 

the  Expofitvon  of  that  celebrated  Cdnimentator.     To  ivhich  is  prefixed 

a  brief  Jlccount  of  the  Life,  CharaBer,  Labours,  and  Death,  of  the 

jluthor.   By  John  Geard.    Vol.  li  Extracled  from  the  Hijiorical 

Part  of  the  Old  Tcfament,  8w.  4^,  dd.  Boards.  Button.   1797. 

He.nry's  Expofition  of  the  Bible  is  too  voluminous  to  be  in  the 

i^ands  of  many  people  :  and  this  felecftron  of  the  ftriking  pafFages  in 

*he  work,  which  is  well  made,  tray  carry  many  ufeful  reflexions 

into  a  cottage,  and  enKveii  very  agreeably  the  Sunday  evenings  of 

all  perfolis  devoted  to  religion  and  ferioufnefs. 

A  Sermon  on   the  Deliverance   of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  from  the 
Jnvafon  lately   attempted  by   the    French.      By  the  Rev.  Richard 
Graves,  B.  D.  M.  R.  /.  A.     Svo.     is.     Dilly.      1797. 
Many  patriotic  and  religious  fentiments  on  the  late  unfuccefs- 

fM 
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fnl  attempt  of  the  French  againft  Ireland.  On  fuch  a  fubjerV,  it  is 
dimcijlt  to  enter  into  fo  wio'e  a  field  as  the  author  has  taken,  the 
pecuHar  interference  of  Providence  in  favqur  of  any  nation.  We 
mull  recoiled  the  effecSs  of  a  ftorm  on  our  Weft  India  expedition, 
— fthe  rainy  feafon  when  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  entered  France, — . 
fhe  freezing  of  the  Waal,  when  the  French  attacked  and  conquered 
Holland.  Thefe  and  many  other  fimiiar  events  in  hiftory  may 
be  pointed  oiit  to  check  the  pride  of  manj  but  from  a  long  invelr 
ligation  we  fhall  doubtlefs  come  to  the  fame  conclufion  with  the 
writer — that  Providence  ruleth  in  the  affairs  of  men,  and  produietli 
jcffetls  very  different  from  thofe  which  were  in  the  intention  of  its 
agents. 

jTh  Unlverfal  Rejloratlon  of  Mankind^  examined  and  prov.ed  to  he  a 

Do^rine   iuconjijlent   icith   itfelf^   contrary  to   the  Scriptufesy  and 

fubverjtve  of  the  Gofpel  f  Jefus  Chri/l.    In  Anfiuer  to  Dr.  Chauncjf 

*f  New    England^  and  Air.     JVinchefier'' s  Dialogues.     Bji  John, 

Marfom.      2    f^ols.     Small  ^vo.     Taylor. 

In  thefe  volumes  IVJr.  Marfon  has  difcovered  no  fmal!  portion  of 
ability.  Whether,  however,  he  hath  convinced  bis  antagonift,  we 
are  not  able  to  determine.  Nothing  is  more  common  with  difpu- 
fants  than  reciprocal  charges  of  unfairnefs ;  but  whatever  ftref^ 
may  be  laid  upon  other  expedients  to  fupport  the  caufe,  that  which 
this  pafTage  reprehends,  \vas  certainly  entitled  to  the  calligation  in- 
fliaed. 

*  The  methods  taken  by  l\Ir.  V/.  to  propagate  the  do(firine  of 
iiniverfal  reftoration,  are  equally  conteiTjptible  ;  namely,  the  publi"- 
cation  of  pretended  vifions  of  perfons  conveyed  by  angels  through 
the  celeftial  and  infernal  regions ;  where  the  doftrine  of  univerfal 
refloration  is  faid  to  have  been  revealed  to  them ;  an  inftance  of 
which  is  jaft  put  into  my  hands,  entitled  '*.  Some  pafTages  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  Geo.  De  Benneville,"  publidied  by  Mr.  W.  This  man 
is  reprefented  as  having  been  dead  forty-one  hours,  (iufing  which 
period  he  was  conduced  through  the  feven  habitations  of  the  damn- 
ed, and  the  manfions  of  the  bleiTed  ;  as  having  feen  tnany  of  the 
wicked  reftored  to  hnppinefs,  and  as  having  been  repeatedly  inform^ 
ed  that  all  the  poderity  of  Adam  fiiould  be  finally  faved. 

*  Thefe  are  mean  arts  to  impofe  upop,  the  credulity  of  the  weak, 
and  furnifh  ftrong  prefumptive  evidence  that  the  doftrine  attempted. 
to  be  eftabliflied  by  fuch  means,  is  not  capable  of  being  fupported 
by  the  more  fure  word  of  prophecy. 

'  The  grolfeft  abfurdities  that  have  ever  difgraced  human  na- 
ture have  been  propagated  in  this  way,  and  have  derived  all  theic 
credit  from  th;s  corrupt  fource.'     Vol.  i.  p.  xi. 
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A  Colh^ion  of  Sermons  on  feveral  Subje^s  ami  Occa^ous,  farllcu" 
larly  on  the  Fejllvah  and  Fcjfs  of  the  Church  of  England,  By 
ike  Rev.  Sir  Adam  Gordon,  Bart.  M.  A.  ^c  ?Jc.  %vo.  8x0, 
Boards.    Stockdale.      1796. 

Thefe  difcourfes  are  ufliered  in  bv  two  moft  tedious  dedications^ 
written  in  a  ftyle  which  by  no  means  encouraged  us  to  proceed 
with  great  alacrity  to  the  body  of  the  work.  Sir  Adam  wiflies  to 
revive  a  better  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  our  feftivals  and  fafls, 
than  prevails  at  prefent ;  but  we  fear  that  it  is  too  late,  and  that,, 
particularly  in  the  country,  very  few  will  be  inclined  to  give  up  their 
farming  pinfuits  to  attend  on  faints'  days  to  the  prayers  of  the 
church.  From  the  fuccefs  of  the  writer  in  his  own  neighbourhood, 
he  may  eafily  conjefture  what  efre£l  his  diicourfes  are  likely  ta 
produce  abroad  ;  but  perhaps  he  would  have  aft-ed  wifely  in  con- 
tenting himfelf  with  teaching  his  panfli,  as  a  good  priefl^  rather 
than  adtling  to  the  lift  of  the  collections  of  fermons,  which  find 
very  Itw^  if  any  readers. 

The  Influence  of  Religion  on  National  Profperity.  A  Sermon^ 
^readied  in  the  PFeJl  Churchy  Aberdeen,  March  lO,  1796.  The 
Day  appointed  for  the  General  Fajl.  By  WilViam  Laurence 
Brot'on^  ^.'  t).  Principal  of  Marifchal  College^  at  Aberdeen. 
2)i'o.     Is.     Robinfons.     1796. 

Prom  Pf:ilrr,s,  xxxiii,  12,  Dr.  Brown  takes  a  review  of  the  prin- 
cipal refpefts  in  which  :he  '  Lord's  being  the  God  of  any  nation,' 
when  properly  flated  apd  explained,  has  a  tendency  to  produce  a 
nation's  happinefs.  Among  the  vices  which  characflerife  the  pre- 
fent age,  he  reckons  luxury,  feniuality,  and  voluptuoufnefs, — a 
fordid,  infatiable  third  of  gain,  as  the  only  means  of  procuring; 
fuch  indulgences, — a  narrow  felfiflihefs  and  indifference  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare — a  real  or  affefted  infidelity,— and  an  open  contempt  of 
thinos  facred,  or  a  forced  obfervance  of  them.  The  merit  of  this 
difcourfe  is,  that  it  is  adapted  folely  to  the  rf/i^/o/^.r  appointment  of 
the  day, — that  it  is  at  once  learned  and  popular,  and  abounds  with 
thofe  juft  fentiments  and  allufions  which  diftinguifh  Dr.  Brown's 
former  writings. 

]\I  I  S,  C  E  L  L  A  N  5  O  U  S, 

Anecdotes  of  fame  dif  ingulfed  Perfons,  chief y  of  tiie  Prefent  and 
Two  preceding  Centuries.  Adorned  with  Sculptures,  Vol.  If^, 
8t'o.     8j.     ^adeli  <!««/ Davies.     1796. 

After  the  ample  account  we  gave  of  the  preceding  three  volumes 
of  this  work,  (See  Crit.  Rev.  New  Arr.  Vol.  XV.  p.  299)  we 
liave  only  to  add,  that  the  prefent  is  an  agreeable  continuation  of 
the  entertaintnent  wiiich  our  indefatigable  compiler  lias  prepared  for 

'       ^-    '-  '■■'the 
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tlie  lovers  of  anecdotes  and  detached  reading.  The  greater  part  of 
the  prefent  volume  appears  to  be  taken  from  Brotier's  '  Paroles 
Mcmorables ;'  but  the  original  part  is  not  lefs  valuable,  and  perhaps 
more  o-enerallv  acceptable  to  an  Englifh  reader.  The  engravings 
;^re — a  frontifpiece — the  Chateau  de  Rochefoucault — Lines  by  Dr. 
Warton,  fet  to  Muiic  by  Mr,  Jackfon  of  Exeter — a  Head  of  Mar- 
fliall  Turenne — and  one  pf  Edward  Wcjrtley  Montague,  from 
Romney's  picture. 

j^raite  Complet  de  Promnciation  Anghife^  dans  hquel  prefque  toufes 
les  Exceptions  font  riJuites  en  Rigles  generales,  avec  un  Traitc. 
de  f  Accent^  a  VUfage  des  Francois.  Par  M.  E.  Thomas,  Sfo, 
2J.      Dulau.      1796. 

This  pamphlet  is  the  produftion  of  a  native  of  Great  Britain^ 
■who  declares  that  he  never  would  have  prefumed  to  write  a  trea- 
tife  of  this  kind  for  the  French,  if  he  had  not  been  certain  of  the 
correct nefs  of  his  pronunciation  of  their  language.  But,  if  vvc 
may  judge  from  his  manner  of  referring  the  founds  of  one  of  thefe 
tongues  to  thofe  of  the  other,  we  have  reafon  to  queftion  the 
grounds  of  his  confident  afTertion ;  and  his  boaft  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  lefs  excufable,  from  his  being  fully  perfuaded  of  the 
prafticability  of  affimilating  all  the  founds  of  the  Englifn  alphabet 
to  thofc  of  the  French,  though  he  afterwards  makes  an  exceptioa 
of  tk  and  7ig.  He  pretends  to  explain  the  pronunciation  of  apron., 
hjofon,  tmtff,  pajlure^  and  balja-m^  by  the  following  French  founds ; 
eeprermc^  hiecenney  meff^  paajiierre,  and  badlfcmme.  But  the  founds 
of  the  vowels  0  and  «,  and  the  latter  a  in  halfam.,  are  not  corredly 
exhibited  in  thefe  examples.  In  other  inftaaces,  the  French  aie 
taught  to  fpeak  in  Englifli  in  a  manner  whicli  is  not  the  moft  ele- 
gant ;  as,  chorijfer.,  huirifsttre ;  naked,  nickid  •  glalles,  glaajjize  i 
f^cret,  Jlcritte.  Thefe  points  are  of  fome  importance  in  a  work 
which  profefledly  treats  of  pronunciation.  We  do  not  mean,  how-^ 
ever,  to  give  a  general  condemnation  of  the  work,  as  it  it  not  de- 
ftitute  of  merit  and  utility. 

The  Hijiory  of  the  Theatres  of  London :  containing  an  Annual 
Regifter  of  all  the  jje"~o  and  revived  Tragedies.^  Ccmediesy 
Operasy  Farces^  Pantomimes^  &c.  tliat  have  been  peifurmtd  at 
the  Theatres-Royal,  in  London,  from  the  Year  1771  to  1795- 
With  occafonal  Notes  and  Anecdotes^  z  ^ols.  i2mo.  6s^ 
Boards,      Egerton.      1796. 

Mr.  Oulton,  the  author  of  this  work,  offers  it  as  a  contlnnatiou 
of  Vigor's  Hiftory  of  the  Theatres  of  London,  and  profelfes  ta 
have  been  '  j)articular  in  his  inquiries,  impartial,  in  his  accounts, 
and,  he  trufts,  as  accurate  as  poflible.'  On  a  i)erufal  of  the  work, 
we  have  no  reafon  to  think  him  negligent,  jiartial,  or  inaccurate; 
and  tlie  frequenters  of  the  theatre  are  indebted  to  hhn  for  tlig 

aujufe- 
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amufenrtent  and  information  fuch  a  book  may  be  fuppofed  io  coe- 
taiin.  The  golTips  of  tl;e  green-room  and  box.lobby  are  wkhouit 
«rar  j.urifdi(ftion. 

Qmrs  de  Theme:.  Litres;  ok,  par  Gradationy  les  Difficuh^s^  I'es  Tour" 
miresy  ^  Its  Idiomes  de  la  Compojition,  font  notis^  expliqitesy  &^- 
ralfmnhy  ftiiuant  Us  Pr'uicipes  de  la  GrammaJrey  ^  h  vra'i 
Ginie  dti  la  Langue  lialienne.  Par^-M.  Ferett't,  lima.  zs.  6d. 
Be  Boffe,     1796. 

As  there  are  various  Uirns  of  exprefJion,  and  niceties  of  Mionr, 
w-hich  cannot  be  properly  inculcated  by  mere  rules,  themes  are 
recjirifrte  for  completing  the  attainment  of  any  language.  The  ex- 
ercifes  which  ftgnor  Peretti  has  given  are  in  the  French  tongue  j 
and  he  has.  fubjoined  a  variety  of  notes,  cakukted  to  affift  the 
!eamer  in  the  ta!k  of  tranilatipn.  The  want  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  Englifh,  and  the  confideration  of  the  general  acquaint- 
ance of  our  well-educated  countrymen  with  Gallic  literature,  in-» 
<j!a«ed  him  \o  cloth?  his  thoughts  and  inftrucliojjs  in  a  French  drefs  ; 
aind,  as  kw  perfons  learn  Italian  before  they  have  ftudied  French, 
Ms  medium  of  communication  will  not  be  dilapprcved. 

The  themes  are  well  chofen ;  aiad  they  proceed,  by  a  regular 
gradation,  from  the  eafy  to  the  difficult.  The  dida£lic  annotations 
are  judicious,  and  will  lead;  the  attentive  ftudent,  w;:h  pleafure  an(i 
profit,  into  the  idiomalic  recefTes  of  ai\  admired  language. 

Jntereflhrg  Anecdotesy  Mcmoirsy  Alhgorlesy  EJJhys^  and  Poetical 
Fragments  ;  tending  to  amiife  the  Fancyy  aJi4  inculcate  3Iuralirj,\ 
By  Mr,  Addifn.  4  Fols.  ?.w.  \L  Boards..  Longman. 
X796. 

Thefe  anecdotes,  ttc.  feem  to  have  been  colle<fted  with  mucli 
labour,  though  many  of  them  are  very  dujl  and  infipid,  and  feme 
of  them  even  ridicuioulTy  llupid.  We  will  give  the  foUo\ying  t\' 
ioiple  — 

'  Anecdote  of  LENS,  tie  celebrated  Mintainre  Painter. 
*  A  j<5lly  parfnn,  who  loved  a  beef  fteak  as  well  as  any  laymaa 
In  Britain,  v-'^'ll^ed  up  to  Ivy-lane  in  order  to  regale  himfelf  with  g, 
prime  cut  at  mafter  Burrow's  ;  and  as  he  entered  the  houfe,  a  gen- 
tlemifn  in  a  lay  habit  went  out,  but  whofe  general  drefs  pointed  him, 
to  be  a  clergyman  :  the  clergyman,  whofe  drefs  was  much  the  fame, 
took  his  place  at  the  table  where  one  perfon  only  fat ;  and  that  per- 
fon  was.  this  proSigate  miniature  painter.  The  Clergyman  had  no. 
iboner  ordered  hi3"'fleak,  thax7  Lens  fiid,  "I  believe  that  fello\jr 
wlio  is  juft  gone  out,  is  a  parfoa^  I  wiili  I  had  thought  on-  it  whils 
fee  was  in  your  feat,  for  ci  ail  fun  whatever,  rjothing  is  io  great  to, 
sne  as  roalting  a  parfon."  Such  a  declaration,  made  to  a  ftranger 
wlio  appeared  likewife  to  be  one  of  that  order,  aftonifhed  the  fur- 
?ai:nd:r.g  company,  who,  like  the  parfun  and.  the  painter,  wcra 

waiting 
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^-aitfeg  for  their  dinners,  and  rath«r  roufed  in  the  parfoil  a  drfpofidoa 
to  roall  him.  Perceiving  the  eyes  of  every  one  fixed  towards  th^eni, 
and  a  profound  fiieiice,  h^  thus  began  :— "  You  obierved,  fir,  ;(faid 
he)  that  had  you  known  the  gentleman  juft  gone  out  to  -have  beea 
a  parfon,  yois  would  have  roafled  him  ;  now,  as  you  have  nothing 
lelfe  to  do  'till  your  dinner  is  fet  before  you,  I  am  a  parfon  at  your 
fervice-,  and  whilfe  my  fteak  broils,  I  beg  you  will  roaft  hie  for  the 
gfatification  of  your  humour,  and  the  entertaintnent  of  all  the  gcj>- 
tlemen  who  fit  round  iis  ;"  adding,  that  he  would  take  the  roafting 
with  that  decency  and  temper  which  it  became  one  of  his  cloth  to 
receive  the  taunts  aad  ineers  of  fuch  men  who  thought  parfojis  fair 
^ame. 

'  This  was  the  firft  tirnc,  perhaps,  that  L'ens  (wlro  was  not  cnSL 
■©f  the  way  when  impudence  was  fliar^d)  was  put  to  the  bluih.  In. 
fliort,  he  could  not  even  fpit  his  meac,  much  iefs  roafl  it ;  how- 
ever, a  profptft  of  fojiiething  to  hide  his  embarralfment  appeared, 
and  that  was  a  fine  mackerel  with  goofebcrry  fauce,  which  wai 
fet  before  him  ;  but  before  he  could  put  his  knife  to  it,  the  parfuia. 
bbferved,  that  he  never  faw  a  finer  mackerel,  adding,  that  as  'hii 
■Jleak  was  not  ready,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  eating  a  bit  dlf 
his  mackerel ;  accordingly  he  ftripped  It  up  half  to  the  back  i>on^ 
aTid  helped  himfelf.  This  manoeuvre  had  fucli  a  wonderful  effed^ 
and  produced  fuch  an  unanimous  roar  of'  laughter  throughout  the 
"SVhoieroom,  thtit  Mr.  Lens  got  up,  went  to  the  bar,  paid  for  hisfiilvj 
:and  left  the  other  moiety  for  the  viftorious  parfon.  This  ftory  fooji 
took  wind  ;  and  whenever  a  mackerel  was  mentioned  in  Lens*  com- 
pany, he  was  always  knocke<l  down  as  fiat  as  a  flounder.'  V0I.  L 
P.  1^. 

There  are  fome,  however,  entertaining, 

vfo  Attewp  towards  a  Defence  of  Flrgil  aga'mjl  the  Ati'^ich  -if  y^ 
D'lfradL     ^vo.     is,  ttd.     Rivingtoui. 

The  admirers  of  the  prince  of  Roman  poets,  whofe  labovrrs  Mt, 
D'Ifraeli  has,  in  many  inftimces,  endeavoured  to  depreciate,  wili 
feel  fome  gratification  in  the  [xrufal  of  this  defence  df  their  fa- 
vourite claffic.  We  do  not,  however,  go  all  lengths  tvith  the  au- 
thor, ^hofc  partiality,  in  fome  refpefts,  is  as  palpable  ^s  that  of  hJi 
adverfary.  It  is  but  jiiftice,  however,  to  fay,  that  thefef  inflancfis 
occur  very  rarely;  and  that  the  defence,  on  the  whbie,  isi!i^eniou« 
•and  well-founded. 

%IuJlti7r.an  Adeti,  or  a  Dcfcript'ion  of  the   Cujioms   and  Wfanners  if 
the    Turks,   '•Mith   a    Sketch  of  their   L'Utrature.      Bj   S.   £aicr, 
t2mo,      is.   6d.     Jordan.      1796. 

Thofe  who  wifli  to  know  a  little  of  the  Turkifli  manners  at  3i-. 
taiall  expenfe,  in  order  to  gaze  at  the  Tmkifli  axnbaiTador  r^vitJi  uk' 
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,  derjlandlng^  oi^gbt  to  piirchafe  this  little  traft,  which  feerrls  intend- 
tA  to  move  in  the  train  of  his  excellency  Yoiifouphe  Aguahe  F.f- 
fertdi,  whofe  poi^trait  and  original  figriatute  dre  given  in  the  ffonti- 
fpiece. 

Belcher's  Cream  of  Knowledge ;  or^  Something  of  Every  Thing, 
Each  Portion  containing  one  or  more  dijiin^  Suhjefls  complete.  The 
Contents  of  this  are^  The  Devil  the  bejl  Methodij},  A  new  Syf- 
tem  of  the  Soul.  A  Miracle  before  MaCs  Eyes.  The  Unintelli' 
gibility  of  Ho'Jley's  Idea  of  a  Fulute  State,  8vo.  6d,  Print- 
ed for  the  Author. 

The  *  Miracle  before  Men's  Eyes'  which  is  alluded  to  in  this  pam- 
phlet, is  defcribed  in  the  following  extrait-^ 

*  The  exception  and  contradiftion  to  the  law  of  ndtuffe  I  allude 
to,  is  the  e.<:illence  of  a  number  of  indelible  footfieps  in  a  nieadovlr 
hear  the  upper  end  of  Gower-ftreet,  confifting  of  about  an  hun- 
dred, and  extending  about  as  many  yards  iri  length,  faid,  dn  what 
authority  I  know  not,  to  have  taken  place'  about  the  time  of  thb 
great  plague  and  fife  in  1665-6,  and  to  be  thofe  6i  two  brothers 
who  fought  a  duel ;  rather,  perhaps,  thofe  of  deftroying,  or  conl- 
batiiig  angels.'     p,  16. 

The  Study  of  AJirojiomy^  adapted  to  the  Capacities  of  Youth  :  iri 
tiuelve  familiar  Dialogues,  between  a  Tutor  and  his  Pupil :  ex- 
plaining the  general  Phcenomena  0/  the  Heavenly  Bodies,  the  The-- 
ary  of  the  Tides,  ^c,  Illiijirated  with  Copper -plates.  By  John 
Stedman,      \imot,     2s.  6d,     Dilly.      1796. 

The  chief  points  of  aftronomy  are  explained  in  a  familiar  mail- 
cer;  and  the  work  will  be  very  ufcful  to  young  peffons  who  ex- 
prefs  a  wifti  for  information  on  this  fubjed. 


,      CORRESPONDENCE. 

IN  compliance  with  two  letters  with  which  we  have  heen  fa- 
voured fince  the  publication  of  our  lad  Number,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  '  Letters  for  Literary  Ladies  ** 
are  not  the  produftion  of  Dr,  Aikin,  but  owe  their  exiltence  to  the 
fair  authorefs  of  the  '  Parent's  AJjiflant,'' 

The  work  entitled  '  Rechcrchcs  fur  Its  Deceuveries  attribuiet 
aux  Modernes,'  has  not  been  received. 

The  two  letters  figned  E.  N.  are  c5me  to  hand. 


•  See  page  i  70. 
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Travels    through    Ger^Jiany,    Sivhxcrland,    Italy,    and   Sicilyr. 
Tr  an  Plated  from  the  German  of  Frederic  Leopold  Count  Stol- 
herg,   by    'Thomas    Holrcoft.    2  Vols,    ^ta.-   3/.  3^.     Boards. 
Robinfons.    1797- 

'T^HIS  may  be  called  the  age_of  peregrination  ;  for  we  have 
'*'■  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  defire  of  feeing  foreign  coun- 
tries never  before  fo  diffufively  operated  ;  and,  though  only  a 
,  fmall  proportion  of  the  great  number  of  travellers  commit 
their  obfervations  to  the  prefs,  we  are  abundantly  fupplied 
■with  narratives  of  tours.  Many  of  thefe  produilions  are, 
indeed,  contemptible  ;  but  fuch  cenfure  is  not  due  to  the  per- 
formance which  now  folicits  oar  attention. 

The  tranflator  of  this  work  has  not  praifed  the  author  be- 
yond his  deferts,  when  he  afiirms,  that  the  count  is  a  man 
of  tafle,  of  learning,  and  of  obfervation.  But,  like  other 
travellers,  he  occafionally  extends  his  remarks  to  thofe  fub- 
je£ls  with  which  he  is  not  fufliciently  acquainted.  The  ge* 
neral  information  and  amufement,  however,  which  thefe  vo- 
lumes afford,  will  greatly  compenfate  cafual  imperfections. 

As  an  epiftolary  form  is  the  mod  natural  and  convenient 
mode  of  communicating  the  memorahUla  of  a  tour,  the  count's 
remarks  are  exhibited  in  that  form.  His  firft  letter  is  dated 
from  a  village  near  DufTeldorff,  where  he  arrived  from  Ham- 
burg in  the  fummer  of  1791,  before  the  oppofition  of  the; 
princes  of  the  empire  to  the  French  revolution  had  involvect 
Germany  in  a  war.   His  lad  epillle  doles  the  tour  at  Drefden. 

He  is  very  concife  in  his  account  of  thofe  parts  of  Ger- 
many which  he  vifited  in  his  way  to  Switzerland.  In  his 
defcription  of  Zurich  and  other  Swifs  towns,  he  is  more  co- 
pious. In  fpeaking  of  the  government  of  the  canton  of  Zurich^ 
he  highly  compliments  Mr.  Burke.  'Nothing  (he  fiys)  dif- 
turbs  the  tranquillity  of  a  (late  more  than  frequent  cleiSlionsj 
as  the  ficracious  Burke,  one  of  the  createil  ftatefirlen  of  oup 
times,  in  his  excellent  pamphlet  againll  the  French  revolution, 
has  fo  clearly 'Ihown.'  A  frequency  of  popular  ek(Stion  may 
perhaps  diflurb  the  infidious  tranquillity  of  regal  or  fena- 
tojial  defpotifm  ;  but  it   may  be  confiHered  as   the  only  ef- 
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fe£iual  fecurity  of  general  freedom  againft  the  arrogant  pre-* 
tenfions  of  royalty,  and  the  infolent  ufurpations  of  an  arbitra- 
ry ariftocracy. 

The  count's  defcription  of  the  iiate  of  Gerfau  will  proba- 
bly call  to  the  reader's  recollection  the  republic  of  St.  Marino 
in  Itrdy.  In  a  voyage  upon  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  he  v/as  in- 
duced to  viiit  that  fmall  ftate,  contemptible  in  point  of  power, 
but  refpeiStable  for  the  free  fpirit  which  animates  its  members. 

'  At  peace  with  the  whole  world,  honoured  by  the  confederates, 
its  inhabitants  live  befide  the  lake,  under  a  llngle  alp,  which  con- 
ftitutes  their  whole  empire :  a  harmlefs,  united  people;  who  have 
heroically  combated  for  the  freedom  of  themfelves  and  their  allies. 
■  '  The  Ifate  contains  nine  hundred  fouls  :  between  two  and  three 
hundred  of  whom  conftitute  their  general  alfembly.  Like  the  de- 
mocratic cantons,  they  every  year  choofe  two  Landammanne  ;  who 
are  at  the  head  of  the  council  and  the  executive  government.  The 
council  confifls  of  nine  perfons;  who  like  the  counfellors  of  the 
confederacy,  enjoy  their  dignity  for  life. 

'  In  the  year  1359,  Gerfau  entered  into  alliance  with  Sphweitz, 
Uri,  Unterwald,  and  Lucerne.      Gerfau  is  no  canton  ,  and,  pro- 
bably becaufe  it  is  fo  fmall,  fends  no  deputies  to  the  general  afTem- 
bly  ;  nor  has  any  fliare  in  the  general  government  of  Switzerland. 
In  certain  cafes,  there  is  an  appeal  from  their  ov\'n  council,  either 
to   Schweitz  or  Lucerne  :  the  choice  is  in  the  appellant.     They 
have  not  condefcended  to  this  appeal  from  weaknefs ;  but  probably 
from  a  juft  confidence  in  their  neighbours,  and  becaufe  they  might 
perceive  danger  to  property,  if  the  lirft  fentence  were  declfive.  Safe- 
ly and  freedom  might  be  mere  names,  where  the  decifion  of  a  judge, 
often  partial  and  always  liable  to  error,  fiioukl  not  be  revocable  by 
the   general   alTemblv.     In  fliort,  they  faw  that  tlie  maker  of  law 
and  the  judge  of  law  could  not  be  united  in  the  fame  perfcn,  with- 
out  danger  of  tyranny ;  they  therefore  -eferved  to  themfelves  the 
power  of  appeal.     The  power  of  legillating,  declaring  war,  making 
treaties,  and  choofing  their  Landammanne,  is  in  the  people.    They 
might    wifely   have  remembeixd-  (for  the   founders  of  little    ftates 
maturely  refleft,  while  the  founders  of  great  too  often  fport  with 
the  welfare  of  mankind) — I  fay,  they  might  have  remembered  thar, 
being  fo  itw  in  number,  neighbourhood,  kindred,  and  friendflnp 
mioht  influence  the   iud.je  ;  and,  if  thev  even  Ihouid  not,  mi^ht 
occafion  him  to  be  fafpei^ted.     For  this  reafon,  they  referred  the 
confirmation  of  their  own  fentence  to  foreign  judges.'    Vol.i.  p.  93. 

The  importance  of  Berne  has  drawn  from  our  author  a 
variety  of  remarks;  but,  as  that  canton  has  been  very  fre- 
quently defcribed,  quotation  may  be  deemed  unneceflary.  He 
does  not  confider  the  boafted  conllitution  of  that  ilate  as  a 
model  of  free  government  j  but  he  applauds  tiic  geneial  ad- 
niiniftration  of  it,  and  reprefents  the  people  as  enjoyinga  con- 
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fiderabic  degree  of  liberty.  The  living  body  of  a  ftate,  he 
thinks,  mufl  not  be  folely  judged  by  its  external  proportions. 
A  nation  may  have  a  competent  fhare  of  freedom,  under  a 
conftitution  which  may  feem  to  militate  agalnft  it ;  and,  vice 
"uer/a^  we  may  remark,  that  real  flavery  is  fometimes  the  lot 
of  thofe  who  live  under  the  forms  of  a  free  conftitution. 

The  count  dwells  on  the  concerns  of  Geneva  with  appa- 
rent fatisfadlion  ;  and  lie  beftovvs  juit  praifes  on  the  conftitu- 
tion of  that  republic,  and  the  manners  of  the  peopk.  The 
duchy  of  Savoy  being  haftily  pafled  over,  the  capital  of  Pied- 
mont arrefts  his  attention.  Having  defcribed  that  flourifhing 
city,  he  thus  fpeaks  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  his  fon.  'His 
majefty  has  an  animated  appearance.  He  is  much  honoured 
and  beloved  by  his  fubje^ls ;  which  he  has  well  deferved,  by 
his  dignity  of  charadler,  and  faithful  adminiftration  of  public 
affairs.  The  prince  of  Piedmont  appears  to  have  much  ani- 
mation ;  and  certainly  has,  at  prcfent,  the  welfare  of  the 
country  at  heart.'  If  Mr.  Holcroft  has  not  mifinderftood  the 
words  of  the  original,  the  count  feems  to  doubt,  whether 
the  prince  will,  after  his  eventual  acceffion  to  the  throne,  re- 
tain his  patriotic  inclinations. 

The  beauties  of  Genoa  are  flightly  fketched  by  our  travel- 
ler, though  they  excited  his  admiration  in  a  high  degree. 
With  refpecl  to  the  government  of  tlie  republic,  he  obferves, 
that  it  is  elleemed  to  be  mild,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  pay  very  few  taxes. 

Of  the  flourilhing  univerfity  of  Pavia,  we  meet  with  this 
account — 

'  It  was  founded  by  Charlemag-ne,  renovated  by  Charles  the 
Fourth,  and  about  twenty  years  ago,  under  the  government  of 
the  eood  Maria  Therefa  and  the  infpeftion  of  the  meritorious 
Count  of  Firmian,  placed  in  its  prefent  condition.  The  divines 
of  this  univerfity  are  famous  for  tiieir  reftltude,  their  zeal,  and 
their  talents ;  but  are  not  regarded  favourably  by  the  papal  chair, 
becaiife,  like  loyal  and  enlio-htened  catiiolics,  thev  'around  thejr 
doctrines  more  on  the  decifions  of  the  general  councils  than  on  the 
mandates  of  the  Roman  pontiff.  In  fome  of  the  fciences,  as  ju- 
rifprudence,  philology,  and  philofophy,  the  German  univerHtics 
may  perhaps  furpafs  this;  but  fcarcely  will  equal  its  learning  in 
medicine,  natural  hiftory,  aftronomy,  and  experimental  philofophy. 
In  favour  of  this  aflertion^  I  ne^^d  but  mention  the  names  of  the 
prefent  learned  profefTors  of  Pavia :  Spallanzani,  Franke,  Fofttana, 
Volta,  Scarpa,  and  others,  who,  though  they  have  not  obtained  fo 
great  a  name  as  the^e  among  foreigners,  are  yet  celebrated,  as  ex- 
cellent men,  among  their  aflbciates. 

♦  Our  countryman  Franke,  as  worthy  a  man  as  he  Is  an  eminent 
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phyiician,  was  our  guide  to  the  mufeum  ;  which  is  rich  in  anato- 
mical preparations  and  injeftions  by  Scarpa,  who  is  the  profeffbr  of 
anatomy,  and  in  various  clalTes  of  natural  hiftory.  Under  a  glafs 
cover,  which  is  removable,  in  the  firll  chamber,  there  is  a  beautiful 
female  figure,  in  wax,  of  the  (ize  of  hfe.  Surprifed  as  we  were,  at 
the  workmanfliip  of  the  external  parts,  how  much  more  fearfully 
were  we  aftoniflied,  and  how  was  our  curioHty  excited,  when,  after 
removing  fucceffively  the  outward  membranes  of  the  body,  which 
are  in  different  divifions,  the  entire  internal  ftrudlure  of  a  pregnant 
■woman  was  exhibited  !  The  mufeum  is  kept  in  the  largeft  building  of 
the  univerfity  ;  which  likewife  contains  the  hall  of  auditory.  Near 
the  auditory  of  our  countryman,  Fraiike,  is  a  little  hofpital;  in  which 
are  twenty  beds,  for  the  reception  of  patients  felefted  from  the 
great  hofpital:  which  latter  receives  three  hundred  of  the  fick. 
Franke  takes  his  pupils,  the  number  of  whom  frequently  amounts 
to  a  hundred  and  fifty,  round  with  him,  when  he  vifits  thefe  pa- 
tients :  while  nature,  whofe  interpreter  he  is  fo  worthy  of  being,  af- 
fords them  inflruftion  in  the  moft  exprcffive  and  indubitable  manner^ 

'  Franke  gives  tl]e  hifiory  of  each  cafe  to  his  pupils ;  one  of 
tvhom  is  always  chofen  to  attend  each  patient.  Thefe  difcourfes 
are  made  in  Latin  :  that  the  poor  difeafed  people  may  not  be  dif- 
turbed.  A  particular  ftatenient  of  the  cafe  of  each  perfon  is  writ- 
ten, by  Franke,  and  entered  in  the  regifler.  The  patients  that  die 
are  anatomifcd  ;  and  the  whole  faculty,  as  well  as  the  fludents,  are 
funuTJoned  to  be  prefent,  when  the  body  is  diffefted.  The  hiftory 
of  the  diffeftion  is  Ukewife  entered  in  the  regifter  :  fo  that  the  judg- 
ment which  Franke  delivered  upon  the  patient,  while  living,  is 
fubmitted  after  death  to  this  pubhc  infpeftion,  and  revifion. 

*  To  him  is  committed  the  fuperintendance  of  all  the  hofpitals 
in  the  duchies  of  Milan  and  Mantua.  It  is  the  duty  of  tlie  phy- 
ficians  to  ftate  the  cafes,  and  fend  them  to  him  ;  and  thefe  cafes 
likewife  ferve  for  the  inftrucfion  of  the  pupils.  The  hiftory  of  the 
cafes  of  his  hofpital  patients  is  to  be  pubiiflitd,  with  anatomical 
engravings. 

'  The  number  of  ftudents  amounts  to  about  twelve  hundred. 
There  are  fix  ditferent  colleges,  in  which  ftudents  are  inftrucled 
gratis  :  one  of  them  was  founded  by  the  great  Carlo  Borromeo. 
The  collegians  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  colour  of  their  robe,  and 
by  an  embroidered  ornament,  which  they  wear  upon  the  right 
fnoulder.  The  revenue  of  the  univerfity  is  annually  four-and- 
twenty  thoufand  Dutch  ducats ;  and  it  poifefies  a  very  fine  botani- 
cal garden.'     Vol.  i.   p.  239. 

After  a  pleafing  progrefs  through  the  Milanefe,  and  other 
territories  in  the  north  of  Italy,  the  reader  is  conducted  to 
Florence.  The  famous  gallery  of  this  city  did  not  equal  the 
count's  expedlations  5  for,  though  it  contains  pi6tures  of  the 
gveateft  mailers,  they  are  not,  in  his  opinion,  the  bed  per- 
formances 
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formances  of  thofe  artifts.  We  have  heard  die  fame  declara- 
tion from  other  travellers. 

The  defcription  of  Rome  is  accompanied  with  good  en- 
gravings of  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  the  Campo  Vaccino  (as 
the  forum  Romanu7n  is  now  called),  the  coloireum,  and  the 
pantheon.  A  great  fund  of  mifcellaneous  information,  rela- 
tive to  this  metroDolis,  is  communicated  in  fifteen  letters. 

It  has  been  affirmed,  that  the  fanguinary  fpirit  of  revenge, 
for  which  the  Italians  have  long  been  infamous,  has  lately 
<lec1ined.  What  we  learn  from  this  writer,  however,  does 
jiot  favour  an  afiertion  which  v/e  could  wifh  to  have  found 
completely  true — 

'  It  is  dreadful  to  hear  (he  fays)  that,  in  Rome,  the  population 
of  which  is  eftimated  at  a  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  per- 
fons.  there'  are  annually  about  five  hundred  people  murdered.  I 
do  not  believe  that,  ia  all  Germany,  fifty  men  perifli,  by  murder, 
within  the  fame  period.  But  could  this  have  been  faid  of  the  mid- 
die  ages  ?  And  yet  our  nation  has  always  maintained  the  beft  repu- 
tation amono  nations. 

*  The  people  of  Rome  cannot  be  juftly  accufed  of  robbery.  A 
Granger  is.no  where  fafer  ;  but  is  more  frequently  plundered  in  moft 
of  the  great  cities  of  "Europe.  The  Roman  ftabs  his  enemy,  but 
does  not  rob.  Anger  is  his  ftimulus;  and  this  anger  frequently 
lingers  for  months,  and  fometlmes  for  years,  till  it  finds  an  oppor- 
tunity of  revenge.  This  paffion,  which  is  inconceivable  to  thofe 
who  do  not  feel  it,  this  moft  hateful  of  all  the  paffions,  the  antients 
frequently  fuppofed  to  be  a  virtue ;  and  it  ftill  rages  among  many 
of  the  nations  of  the  fouth.  The  pafiions  of  the  people  of  Rome 
are  frequently  roufed,  by  playing  at  mora ;  though  the  law  has 
feverely  prohibited  this  game ;  and,  if  they  are  difappointed  at  the 
mopient  of  their  revenge,  they  wait  for  a  future  occafion.  Jealoufy 
is  another  frequent  caufe  of  murder:  it  being  with  them  an  ima- 
ginary duty  to  revenge  the  feductibn  of  their  wife,  their  daughter, 
or  their  fifter,  on  the  feducer.  The  catholic  religion,  ill  under- 
ftood,  encourages  the  praftice  :  the  people  being  perfuaded  that, 
by  the  performance  of  trifiing  ceremonies,  and  the  iaiiifting  of 
penance,   they  can  wafn  away  the  guilt  of  blood. 

'  All  the  affiduity  of  the  prefent  pope  is  not  fufficient  to  reform 
the  police;  the  faults  of  which  originate  in  the  conftitution  of 
S-ome.  Many  churches  afford  a  fanftuary  to  the  purfued  culprit. 
Foreign  ambailadors,  likewife,  yield  protection  ;  which  extends  not 
only  to  their  palaces  but  to  whole  quarters  of  the  city,  into  which 
the  officers  of  juftice  dare  not  purfue  offenders.  The  ambafladors, 
it  is  true,  are  obliged  to  maintain  a  guard  :  but  who  is  ignorant  of 
the  mifchief  arifing  from  complicated  jurifdidion  ?  Many  cardi- 
nals feek  to  derive  honour,  by  affording  proteifion  to  purfued 
i^riminals.     Could  we  find  all  thefe  abufes  colleded  in  any  other 
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great  city,  many  men  \j'ould  be  murdered,  though  not  fo  many  as 
in  Rome  ;  but  robbery  would  be  dreadfully  increafed,  which  here 
is  unknown.'     Vol.  i,   p.  34,1. 

The  principal  paintings  and  flatues  which  the  count  faw  at 
Rome  and  other  places,  are  defcribed  with  the  fpirit  of  a  man 
of  talte,  rather  than  with  the  minute  accuracy  of  a  virtuofo. 
The  productions  of  Raphael  are  mentioned  in  t^rms  of  en-i 
thuiialtic  admiration  ;  but  the  praife  beftowed  upon  that  great 
artift  becomes  abfurdly  hyperbolical,  when  all  painters  are 
reprefented  as  mfirrjely  d'l/iani  from  him. 

In  the  author's  journey  from  Rome  to  Naples,  it  might 
have  been  txpefted  that  he  would  have  vifited  the  admired 
palace  of  CafTerta,  as  he  examined,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
tour,  buildings  greatly  inferior  both  in  beauty  and  importance: 
but  he  fays,  '  we  journeyed  on  to  Cafferta,  where  is  a  royal 
caftlc  i'  and  immediately  proceeds  to  mention  the  aqueuuft 
which  was  ere£led  by  Don  Carlos.  This  is  a  very  ufeful 
canal ;  for  it  '  does  not  merely  fcrve  to  fupply  a  water-fall  at 
Caflcrta,  as  a  hafty  and  invidious  traveller  might  think,  but 
furniflies  a  great  part  of  the  city  of  Naples  with  water.'  As 
an  apology  for  the  extraordinary  negle£):  of  viewing  the  pa-^. 
lace,  a  defire  of  arriving  at  Naples  in  good  time  is  frivoloufly 
alleged. 

After  a  iketch  of  the  hiflory  of  Naples,  we  are  informed 
that  the  prefent  king  is  beloved  by  his  people,  and  that  he 
merits  their  love  by  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart.  Of  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  underftanding,  no  travellers  have  fpoken  in 
high  terras. 

The  count  reprobates  the  fellifh  and  fevere  adminiftration 
of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Neapolitan  realm  :  but  he  adds,  that 
the  wounds  inflidted  by  thofe  arbitrary  rulers — 

'  Though  flill  bleeding,  begin  to  heal.  The  country  is  the  moft 
fertile  in  Europe.  It  is  favoured  by  heaven,  earth,  and  fea  ,  and 
is  lb  well  fituated  for  trade,  that  it  only  requires  a  little  time,  and 
wife  encouragement,  which  fliould  rather  entice  than  compel,  to 
blofTom  in  all  diat  fulnefs  of  profperity  to  which,  if  the  will  of 
nature  be  confulted,  it  is  deftined.  Above  all  things,  the  tyranny 
of  the  grandees  muff  be  reprefled,  the  middle  ranks  more  honoured, 
and  commerce  unreftrained :  that  it  mav  affume  that  animation 
which  liberty  alone  can  give.  The  wild  and  fimple  countryman 
muirlikewife  be  careiled,  and  humanized  ;  in  order  to  exalt  a  nation 
which,  from  the  time  of  the  Normans,  has  been  groaning  under 
oppreliion  :  a  nation  quick  in  conception,  ardent  in  feeling,  and 
certainly  not  wicked  in  propendty. 

'  A  great  city  is  a  great  evil.  It  is  pernicious  to  population,  the 
fink  oi  morality,  and  the  wide  difpenfer  oi  its  own  poifon.  Naples 
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as  very  large,  and  extremely  populous  :  it  j:ontains  above  four 
hundred  thoufand,  or  probably  as  many  as  five  hundred  thoufand 
inhabitants  ;  yet,  fo  excellent  is  the  foil,  that  the  neceflaries  of  life 
are  in  great  plenty,  and  very  cheap.  Among  thefe  neceflaries, 
we  muft  include  ice:  the  want,  or  the  dearnefs,  of  which  would 
enrage  the  people.  The  common  people  of  Naples,  and, indeed  of 
all  Italy,  are  very  moderate  in  eating  and  drinking :  they  would 
rather  fuffer  all  the  inconveniences  of  life  than  remove  them  by 
their  labour.  This  appears  a  very  natural  inclination  in  a  hot 
country.  What  enjoyment  can  be  greater  than  that  of  repofing  in 
the  fliade  ?  Thofe,  who  repeatedly  wonder  at,  and  aredifgufied  by, 
the  indolence  of  this  people,  flievv  that  their  remarks  are  either  the 
confequence  of  hafte  or  incapacity.  That  the  effefts  of  indolence 
are  prejudicial  is  undoubtedly  true:  but  that  the  men,  who,  to 
fatisfy  fome  of  their  artificial  wants,  labour  a  hw  hours  more  than 
others  are  preferable  to  the  laft,  who  prefer  the  moft  natural  of  all 
pleafures,  refl,  and  flielter  from  the  heat,  is  what  I  cannot  dif- 
cover. 

'The  principal  wants  of  the  Neapolitan  are  fnpplied  by  bene- 
volent nature ;  without  requiring  him  fcarcely  '^  to  Ibetch  out  his 
hand.  Abfl:emious  in  eating  and  drinking,  the  clothing  he  needs 
is  trifling,  the  fuel  none,  and  he  can  even  live  without  a  habitation. 
The  ciafs  ef  people  called  Lazaroni,  fome  of  whom  you  meet  with 
even  in  Rome,  are  here  computed  at  forty  thoufand.  Many  of 
thefe  live  in  the  open  air  ;  and  at  night,  or  in  bad  weather,  take 
flielter  under  gateways,  porticos,  the  eaves  of  houfes,  or  under  the 
rocks^  They  cannot  eafily  be  perfuaded  to  work,  while  they  have 
the  fmalleft  coin  in  their  pocket.  They  think  not  of  making  pro- 
vifion  for  to-morrow.  The  ferenity  of  the  climate,  and  the  ever 
generous,  ever  fruitful  lap  of  earth,  fympathife  with  their  joyous 
hilarity.  Their  blood  flows  lightly  through  their  veins  :  with  care 
they  are  unacquainted.  Should  any  one  offer  money  to  a  Laza- 
roni, when  he  is  not  prefied  by  necefllty,  he  raifes  the  back  of  his 
hand  to  his  chin,  and  tolFes  his  head  upwards,  being  too  idle  to 
fpeak,  in  token  of  refulal  :  but,  if  any  thing  delights  him,  I  do 
not  fpeak  of  his  pafiions,  which  may  be  kindled  and  extinguilhed 
as  eafily  as;  a  fire  of  ftraw,  if  he  be  invited  to  partake  any  pleafure, 
no  man  is  more  talkative,  more  alert,  more  full  of  antics,  than 
himfelf. 

'  Thefe  people  have  wives  and  children.  At  prefent,  there  is 
one  among  them  whofe  influence  is  fo  great  that  they  call  him 
Capo  dc  git  Lazaroni:  The  chief  of  the  Lazaroni.  He  goes 
barefoot,  and  in  tatters,  like  the   reft.     He  is   the  orator  for  the 


•  This  phrafeology  is  equally  ungrammatical  with  the  vulgar  practice  of 
ufing  two  negatives  for  one.  It  may  thus  be  r^&'Acd.^carcekierjiihing  him  — 
the  word  ivithout  being  omitted,  as  making,  in  reality,  aa  oppofue  fcnie  to  that 
.v.bich  the  tranflator  intended.    Rev. 
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whole  body,  when  they  have  any  thing  to  demand  of  the  govern- 
ment. He  then  generally  applies  to  the  Eletlo  del  Popolo  :  the  re- 
prefeutative  of  the  people  :  a  kind  of  tribiine,  as  far  as  fuch  an 
office  can  exiil:  in  an  unlimited  monarchy,  like  that  of  Naples.  He 
likevvife  appeals  to  the  king  in  perfon.  The  demands  of  the  La- 
zaroni  are  moderate  :  they  have  a  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong  :  which 
t!ie  people  feldom  want,  when  they  are  not  niifled.  To  difregard 
any  juft  remonftrance  of  thij  people,  or  not  to  comply  without 
Hating  the  grounds  of  refufal,  would  be  dangerous.  They  love 
the  prefent  king;  and  I  am  affured  that,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  he 
might  depend  upon  their  affiftance  :  of  this,  however,  he  is  m 
no  need.'     Vol.  i.  p.  474. 

It  may  feem  furprifing,  that  the  Lazaroni  are  fo  patient 
under  a  defpotic  government,  and  fo  ready  to  fubmit  to  all 
the  miferies  of  poverty,  when  the  temptations  of  pomp  and 
affluence  daily  flrike  their  eyes.  Their  exertions  might  re- 
form or  overturn  the  ftate :  they  might  give  lav/  to  a  weak 
monarch  and  an  eiFeminate  nobility.  But  their  temperance 
renders  them  content  with  a  very  fmall  fhare  of  the  requifites 
of  lubfiilence  :  their  cheeriulnefs  of  difpofition  rcilrains  the 
murmurs  of  complaint  j  and,  though  their  paflions  are  warm 
and  impetuous,  they  are  too  indolent,  and  perhaps  too  patri- 
otic, to  plunge  their  country  in  confufion,  without  the  (Irong- 
eil  motives  for  fpiidted  oppofition,  arifmg  from  flagrant  ty- 
ranny ar.d  opprefEon. 

[To  he  continued.)  * 


Jl  Defer iptlon  of  the  "J all  Dlftemper,  as  it  appeared  amongjl  the 
SpaniJJi  Prlfoners,  at  fVlncheftery  In  the  Tear  1780;  with  an 
Jlccount  of  the  Means  employed  for  curing  that  Fever,  and 
for  de/lroylng  the  Contagion,  which  gave  rl/e  to  it.  By  fames 
^Carmlchael  Smyth.,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  i^c.  isfc.  Svo.  45. 
Boards.     Johnfon.      1 795. 

*T^HE  frequency  and  fatality  of  the  effects  of  contagion 
-^  ftrongly  imprefs  the  mind  with  the  importance  of  thofe 
means  which  tend  to  obviate  or  remove  its  pernicious  operar 
tion.  Every  hiut  at  improvement  is  therefore  received  with 
attention,  every  innovation  in  the  method  of  treatment,  adopt- 
ed with  avidity.  But  in  deciding  upon  a  matter  of  fuch  con- 
fequence  to  the  health  of  mankind,  it  becomes  the  prudent 
phyfician  to  exercife  a  degree  of  caution.  It  is  neceffary  for 
him  to  hefitate,  and  nicely  appreciate  the  merit  of  new  re- 
medies or  new  difeoveries,  before  he  introduce  them  into 
pradice,  or  pafs  judgment  on  their  utility. 

Experiment 
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^  Experiment  has  yet  gone  but  a  little  way  in  the  inveftlga- 
tion  of  the  nature  of  contagions  :  and  our  progrefs  has  almoft 
been  equally  confined  in  tracing  the  fymptoms  and  appear- 
ances that  certainly  indicate  their  prefence,  and  the  laws 
by  M'hich  they  are  regulated.  In  the  hiftory  of  difeafes  ori- 
ginating from  contagion,  there  is  alfo  much  imperfedion  and 
uncertainty. 

Until  examination  has  therefore  gone  much  further  on  thefe 
points,_  we  may  probably  in  vain  exped  extenfive  improve- 
ments m  the  modes  of  expelling  contagious  effluvia.  Pofleff- 
ing  little  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  fubftances  which 
we  wiih  to  deftroy,  we  fhall  be  liable  to  reft  too  much  on  hy- 
pothetical foundations.  We  ftiall  be  guided  by  theory  rather 
than  fa<St. 

The  way  in  which  the  writer  of  the  prefent  traa  has  con- 
duded  his  inquiries,  will  appear  as  we  proceed  in  the  examin- 
ation of  his  work. 

^  The  'jail  diftemper,'  which  is  the  fubjed  of  our  author's 
inquiry,  prevailed  among  the  Spanifli  prifoners  at  Winchefter 
in  1780. 

On  the  defcriptions   that  have  been  already  given  of  the 
difeafe,  and  on  the  views  of  dodlor  Smyth  in  this  account 
we  have  thefe  obfervations —  * 

*  This  fever,  (fays  the  doftor)  at  prefent  known  bv  the  name  of 
the  hofpiral  fever  or  jail  diftemper,  has  been  already  defcribed  by 
feveral  phyficians  of  eminence  ;  but  as  the  difeafe,  though  proba- 
bly in  every  inftance  originating  from  the  fame  caufe,  amime': 
according  to  the  violence  or  modificatioa  of  the  contagion,  or  from* 
other  circumftances  not  yet  well  underllood,  a  variety  of  appear- 
ances, and  has  been  treated  in  a  very  different  manner  by  different 
phyficians,  we  muft  acknowledge,  that,  until  all  thofe  varieties  are 
accurately  pomted  out,  and  the  charaaeriftic  marks  of  the  difbm 
per  diftingniflied  from  the  acceflary  or  accidental  fymptoms  its 
hiftory  is  ftill  incomplete.  ' 

'With  a  view  then  of  adding  fomething  to  the  general  fund  of 
medical  knowledge,  and  of  rendering  more  perfect  the  hiftorv  of 
fo  important  a  ddeafe,  I  have  prefumed  to  give  a  brief  account  of 
Its  appearance  at  Winchefter ;  and  this  I  am  enabled  to  do  not  onlv 
from  wnat  I  faw,  but  from  what  I  felt,  having  fuffered  two  fevere 
attacks  of  the  fever  myfelf,  an  experience  which  no  one  would  wil- 
lingly repeat.'     p.  8. 

The  fevere  experience  of  our  author  certainly  warranted 
the  expeaation  of  an  accurate  defcription  of  the  fever  •  and 
we  accordingly  hnd  him  minute  and  fatisfadory,  thou'^h  in 
^ome  points  his  account  differs  from  tliofe  of  other  writers 

in  this   difeafe  the  doaor  found  a  fadt  fully  confirmed, 

that 
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that  has  been  remarked  by  various  writers  :  which  is,  that 
*  in  malignant  fevers,  the  danger  cannot  be  eftimated  by  the 
flute  of  the  pulfe.'  This  would  feem  to  be  the  cafe,  Ukewife, 
in  fome  other  difepfes. 

The  remarks  on  the  particular  fymptoms  that  attended  this 
fever  are  interefting,  and  (how  much  variety  in  the  effe£ls  of 
contagion,  the  caufes  of  which  v/e  lliall  probably  long  re- 
main ignorant  of. 

*  In  mofr  malignant  fevers,  where  the  difeafe  proves  fatal,  it  has 
been  remarked  that  the  brain,  lungs,  inteftines,  or  rn  fliort  fome 
vjfcus  immediately  neceffiiry  to  life  has  been  affefted  by  inflamma- 
tion, which  fuddenly  terminating  in  gangrene,  caufes  the  death  of 
the  patient  :  but  this  termination  was  by  no  means  frequent  in  the 
difeafe  in  quefiion  ;  for,  although  it  be  true,  as  I  have  already  itat- 
ed,  that  tiiere  were  fome  examples  of  intiammation  affefting  the 
fauces,  the  lungs,  the  liver,  and  aifo  the  inteftines,  yet  in  the  far 
greater  number  of  thofe  whom  the  fever  deftroyed,  there  was  no 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  any  fuch  circumftance  had  happened,  or 
had  caufed  the  fatal  cataftropi)e. 

'  The  prefent  contagion,  in  its  effects,  had  much  more  refem- 
blance  to  a  fedative  poifon,  afting  immediately  on  the  ftomach,  and 
indirettly  on  the  heart,  whofe  motion  it  weakened  and  finally  de- 
iiroyed. 

'  The  jail  diftempcr  at  Wincheftcr  afforded  iikewife  a  flriking 
example  of  a  highly  contagious  and  fatal  fever,  accompanied  by 
few  of  thofe  fymptoms  that  have  been  looked  upon  as  characterif- 
tic,  or  infeparable  from  difcafes  of  the  putrid  or  malignant  kind  : 
neither  petechial,  nor  any  other  difcolouration  of  the  Ikin,  hemor- 
rhages, rafn,  parotids,  or  bubos,  M'ere  common  fymptoms  in  this 
fever;  and  vet  the  difeafe  proved  almoft  as  fatal,  and  often  as  fud- 
denly fo,  as  the  real  plague  or  peftilence  ;  which  plainly  fhews  how 
little  thofe  fymptoms  are  to  be  confidered  ff  the  diftinguifliing 
marks  of  malignity  in  fevers,  the  only  criterion  perhaj)s  of  which 
js  the  fudden  nebiiily,  dejedion,  anxiety,  giddinefs,  and  tremors, 
■when  unpreceded  by  any  confiderable  evacuatiort,  eitlier  natural  o\ 
artificial.'     p.  32. 

The  caufes  which  doctor  Smyth  has  ftated  as  contributing 
to  the  uncommon  fatality  of  the  difeafe  in  the  prefent  inflance, 
feem  fully  adequate,  and  are  fuch  as  have  been  generally  con- 
sidered as  augmenting  the  virulence  of  contagious  difeafes. 

The  decifion  of  the  queftion,  to  which  the  doctor  next  ad- 
verts, is  of  much  greater  importance,  as  it  is  the  bafis  on 
which  our  reafonings,  refpe\:ung  the  cure  of  diforders  arifmg 
from  this  fource,  fiiould  reft.  This  is  the  afcertaining  the 
nature  of  the  contagion  that  gives  rife  to  jail  and  hofpital 
fevers.     AVith  this  deugn  the  author  confiders  it  in  different 

points 


Smyth's  Dcfcr'tptlon  of  the  'Jail  D'ljlemper,  371 

points  of  view,  viz.  its  mode  of  generation  and  propagation, 
its  effects  on  the  human  fyftem,  and  the  means  of  v^^eakeu- 
ing  or  entirely  deftroying  it. 

*  Whoever  has  confidered  contagious  fevers  with  attention  muft 
have  obferved,  that  they  are  of  two  very  diftinft  clalFes.  The  firft 
may  properly  enough  be  called  fpecific  contagions,  as  they  do  not 
arife  from  any  general  quality,  or  procefs  of  nature,  with  which 
we  are  acquainted  ;  and,  as  they  have  a  peculiar  origin,  they  ex- 
cite difeafes  of  a  peculiar  kind  ;  differing  in  many  refpefts  from 
every  other,  but  in  nothing  more  remarkably,  than  in  this,  that 
the  peculiar  difeafe  can  only  take  place  once  in  any  individual ; 
and  there  are  fome  perfons,  in  whom  this  contagion  never  can 
produce  any  morbid  fymptom.  How  many  peculiar  or  fpecific 
poifons  there  are  in  nature  is  not  yet  afcertained  ;  but  the  fmall-pox 
and  meafles  are  evidently  fuch  to  man,  and  we  know  likewife  that 
there  are  others  peculiar  to  certain  animals, 

'  The  fecond  clafs  of  contagious  fevers,  may  be  named  general 
contagions,  as  they  arife  from  a  general  caufe  ;  or  they  may  be 
named  putrid,  ns  they  will  be  found,  in  every  inftance,  to  be  the 
refult  of  putrefaflion  ;  a  procefs,  probably,  the  moft  genera!  in 
nature  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  to  which  all  vegetable 
and  animal  fubilances,  under  certain  circumftances,  are  liable- 
That  the  contagion,  or  miafma,  of  the  jail  and  the  hofpital  fever 
is  of  this  kind,  admits  of  every  fpecies  of  evidence  a  matter  of  fafl 
and  of  obfervatlon  can  do,'     p.  39. 

To  the  firft  part  of  this  definition  of  contagions,  we  can 
readily  aflent :  but  the  fecond  does  not  ftrike  us  as  equally 
fatisfactory  and  correct.  Is  it  jull  to  define  thofe  noxious 
matters  that  produce  jail  and  other  pellilential  fevers  general 
contagions y  becaufe,  (according  to  the  author)  tliey  originate 
from  a  particular  procefs  in  nature,  and  under  particular  cir- 
cumllances  ?  And  is  it  certain  that  *  in  every  inftance'  they 
are  the  refult  of  that  particular  procefs,  which  is  called  putre- 
faction f 

Hear  the  arguments  of  the  author — 

*  We  remarked,  in  the  beginning,  that  this  difeafe  is  conflantly 
produced  where  a  numiber  of  people  are  fluit  up  together  in  a  clofe 
place,  without  the  greateft  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  and  a  rcnew.d 
of  the  air.  We  know,  that  all  the  excretions  of  the  human  body 
have  made  a  certain  advance  or  progrefs  towards  putridity,  and  tiiat, 
placed  in  circumftances  favourable  to  putrefaction,  they  foon  be- 
come highly  putrid.  We  are  certain,  that  of  all  the  human  excre- 
tions, none  is  more  highly  animalifed,  or  fo  fufceptible  of  becom- 
ing putrid,  as  the  perfpiration  or  vapour  iifuing  from  the  furface 
pf  the  body  and  Jungs.     We  know  alfo  that  the  perfpiration  even 
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of  vegetables,  con^ned  under  fimilar  circumftance^,  becomes  pu- 
trid, and  in  a  high  degree  noxious  to  man  :  a  fortiori  then,  we 
may  conclude,  that  animal  perfpiration  undergoes  a  fimilar  alterationj 
and  will  prove  ftill  more  noxious. 

'  We  find  alio,  that  the  contagion,  refulting  from  animal  per- 
fpiration, (hews  its  baneful  effedls  more  quickly,  and  more  forci- 
bly, in  proportion  to  its  quantity,  and  to  its  being  placed  in  cir- 
cumftances  the  mod  favourabPe  to  putrefaftion  ;  conlequcntly,  in 
proportion  to  the  fize  and  clofenefs  of  the  place,  the, temperature 
cind  moifttire  of  the  air,  and  the  additional  or  acceflbry  putrid  maU 
ters  with  which  it  is  combined. 

'  We  find  likewile,  that  the  formation  of  this  contagion  i-s  pre- 
vented by  caufcs  that  renew  the  air,  and  carry  off  the  perfpiration, 
or  prevent  its  tendency  to  putrefaftion. 

*  We  obferve  alfo,  what  may  be  conndered  as  an  analogical 
proof,  that  a  contagion?  vapour,  differing  only  in  degree  of  viru- 
lence from  the  human  miafmata,  is  conftantly  produced  from  water  1 
alone,  and  ftill  more  from  water  mixed  with  vegetable  and  animal 
matters,  when  expofed  in  fufficient  quantity  and  under  circumftan- 
ces  favourable  to  putridity.'     p.  41. 

How  far  the  philofophlcal  reader  may  be  fatisfied  with  this 
reafoning,  we  ihall  not  pretend  to  determine ;  we  fufpedl, 
Lowever,  that  he  v.'iii  find  the  do£lor  to  have  overl'ooked  feme  i 
circumftances  which  materially  afl'eft  his  conclufions.  '  The 
changes  in  the  Hate  of  the  atmofphere,  from  the  caufes  which 
he  mentions,  are  not  in  the  leaft  adverted  to ;  nor  is  he  fuffi- 
ciently  aware,  though  he  has  juft  noticed  the  fail,  that  pu- 
trid matters  can  be  taken  into  the  ftomachs  of  fome  animals 
without  producing  fevers  or  any  other  pernicious  effects. 

•  A  little  farther  on  we  are  alfo  told,  *  that  in  reality  all  the 
fevers  in  this  clafs,  from  the  flightefl  vernal  intermittent  to 
the  true  plague,  are  only  different  ftiades  or  varieties  of  the 
fame  difeafe,  and  produ6t:ions  of  one  common  caufe,  viz. 
■putrefaction.^ 

'  The  contagion  then  of  the  ja1l  or  hofpltal  ^z^zr^  may  juftly 
be  ccnfidered  as  one  of  the  moft  fubtil  and  powerful  vapours  of 
the  putrid  kind  ;  and,  confequently,  its  immediate  and  deftru6live 
tfrects  upon  the  body  are  not  to  be  wondered  at.  In  ordinary 
cafes  of  fever,  the  vital  principle  is  roufed  into  atftion,  and  nature- 
is  commonly  fufficient  of  herfclf  to  remove  the  morbid  caufe  ; 
but  here,  as  in  the  real  pefiilence,  the  contagion  introduced  into 
the  body,  feenis  to  aft  as  a  narcotic  poifon  upon  the  heart  and  ncr- 
v.oKs  fyltem,  fupprefiing  the  principle  of  life,  inflead  of  rouiing  ii 
to  the  conflid:.'     p.  51. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  conclufions  of  our  author  on  this 
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curious  and  interclling  fubjecl.  From  the  hfl:  contagion  it 
would  feera  to  be  a  particular  kind  of  air,  or  gafs,  fee  at  li- 
berty by  means  of  the  putrefactive  procefs.  This  is  not, 
however,  llriftly  the  doftor's  opinion ;  for  he  confiders  it,  if 
we  underfland  him  rightly,  to  be  of  a  really  putrid  nature. 

We  here  come  to  a  ftili  more  intereiling  part  of  the  doc- 
tor's labours,  the  means  of  preventing  and  deftroying  jail 
contagion.  In  reafoning  upon  the  'nature  of  CQntagions, 
the  autiior  was  led  to  confuler  them  as  of  a  highly  feptic 
tendency  :  in  the  means  of  removing  or  dedroying  them,  he 
has  therefore  naturally  recourfe  to  antifeptics.  In  this  way 
he.  is  led  to  the  ufe  of  mineral  acids. 

In  confidering  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  we  may  begin  with 
the  precautionary  and  cleanfing  means  employed  by  the  doc- 
tor. Thefe  in  many  refpe6ts  were  the  fame  as  thofe  that 
have  been  recommended  by  other  phyficians  :  but  in  fome 
particulars  they  differed,  and,  we  thin.k,  properly.  Together, 
however,  they  compofe  a  body  of  information,  to  which  the 
hofpital  pradlitioner  may  have  recourfe  with  fafety  and  advan- 
tage. 

On  the  curative  part  of  the  treatment  of  contagious  fevers, 
fome  of  the  doclor's  pra6lical  remarks  are  judicious  and  im- 
portant. Of  this  kind  are  the  obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  emetics 
and  fweating.  Of  the  utility  of  bliftering  in  thefe  cafes,  he 
feems  to  have  had  little  experince  ;  his  opiiiion  refts  folely  on 
the  authority  of  Lind. 

The  ufe  of  calomel  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  the  body, 
and  the  bathing  of  the  lov/er  extrennties  or  even"  the  whole, 
body  in  water  of  a  proper  temperature,  are  alfo  certainly  proper 
and  ufeful  auxiliary  means  in  the  lirlt  (lage  of  thefe  difcafes. 

In  the  difcrimination  of  remedies,  doclor  Smyth  difplays 
the  judgment  and  experience  of  an  able  practitioner;  bjJt 
fome  of  his  remarks  on  the  regimen  and  management  of  the 
Tick  in  thefe  fevers  are  not  entitled  to  equal  commendation; 
they  are  rather  the  refult  of  theoretical  reai'oning,  than  of 
prafbical  obfervation. 

In  an  Appendix  the  author  introduces  fome  fads  in  fup- 
port  of  the  efficacy  oixht  Jpiritus  vhrioli  dulds  ia  low  fevers. 
He  contends  that  it  relieves  the  lownefs,  anxiety,  tremors, 
&c.'  better  than  any  other  remedy,  as  well  as  lelTeus  the  irri- 
tability of  the  flomach,  the  irregularity  and  frequency  of  th* 
pulfe,  and  caufes  a  moifture  and  perfpiration  on  the  Ikln. 

When  good  and  properly  adminiflered,  we  have  no  doubt 
but  that  this  kind  of  jipther  will  be  found  a  valuable  remedy 
in  the  cafes  in  which  dodlor  Smyth  has  recommended  it. 
We  now  corae  to  the  examination  of  the  means  that  have 
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been  employed  in  deftroying  jail  contagion,  and  the  account 
of  the  advantages  of  the  nitrous  acid,  when  employed  with 
this  intention.  The  means  of  eradicating  contagion  are 
comprifed  under  the  heads  '  Phyfical  and  '  Chemical.'  On 
the  firft  we  do  not  find  that  the  author  has  thrown  much 
additional  light.  It  has  been  long  well  known  that  the  de- 
grees cf  heat  and  cold,  neceffary  for  the  complete  dedrudtion 
of  contagion,  are  incompatible  with  animal  life :  and  alfo  that 
contagion  is  rendered  milder  by  difFufion.  We  think  it  pro- 
bable, likewife,  that  fire  has  been  employed  with  other  views 
than  thofe  of  drying  and  rarefying  the  atmofphere,  though  we 
agree  with  the  do6tor  in  believing  that  it  is  chiefly  ufeful  in 
ihefe  ways,  and  as  affording  ventilation  by  the  confumption  of 
one  of  the  conftituent  principles  of  the  air. 

The  chemical  methods  of  deftroying  contagion  are  more 
numerous.  In  examining  thefe,  the  author  makes  fome  ufe' 
ful  obfervations.  But  at  page  1 74  there  feems  to  be  an  inac- 
curacy :  in  fpeaking  of  the  deflagration  of  nitre,  the  do6{:or 
lays,  he  never  doubted  of  obtaining  from  it  •  a  portion  of 
nitrous  acid,  as  well  as  the  n'utous  air  or  oxygens.' 

The  doctor's  reflecStions  on  the  ufe  of  mineral  acids,  as 
deftroyers  of  contagion,  deferve  to  be  noticed — 

'  The  mineral  acids,  particularly  when  in  a  ftate  of  vapoui', 
with  the  different  gaies  or  permanently  elaftic  fluids  produced  by 
them,  are  probably,  excepting  fire,  the  moll  powerful  agents  in 
nature,  and  the  fource  of  an  infinite  number  of  the 'different  forms 
of  matter  obfervable  in  the  mineral  kingdom,  and  which  are  con^ 
llantly  undergoing  fi'elli  changes,  from  their  various  combinations, 
and  decompofitions.  But  their  power  is  not  confined  to  the  mi- 
neral kingdom  ;  they  are  known  to  have  great  influence  likewife 
over  putrefadlion,  and  thofe  other  fpontaneous  changes  which  ve- 
getable and  animal  matter,  deprived  of  life,  imdergoes ;  and  there- 
fore, if  the  jail  contagion,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove,  is  a 
vapour  produced  by  putrefaftion,  there  cannot  be  a  doUbt  that  the 
mineral  acids  will  prove  effeftual  in  deftroying  it.  So  far  we  may 
reafon  a  priori ;  but  let  us  next  confult  experience,  a  lefs  fallible 
guide.  From  this  it  appears,  that  the  volatile  vitriolic  or  fulphu- 
reous  acid,  the  only  one  hitherto  made  ufe  of,  proves  efFeftual  in 
deftroying  contagion  ;  although,  owing  to  its  deleterious  quality,  ; 
it  cannot  be  employed,  except  in  fituations  from  which  people  can 
be  removed.  But,  are  the  other  mineral  acids  in  a  ftate  of  vapour  ' 
equally  dangerous  with  the  fulphureous  ?  and,  are  they  equally 
effeftual  in  deftroying  contagion  ?  To  the  firft  of  thefe  queftions  i 
I  can  give  a  pofitive  anfwer ;  to  the  fecond  1  can  give  one  that,  at 
leaft,  is  highly  probable. 
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*  In  the  firfl:  place,  I  can  fafely  affirm,  that  the  nitrons  acid 
fnay  be  employed  in  very  great  quantity  without  rifk,  and  even 
without  the  fmalleft  inconvenience ;  and,  that  it  is  efreftual  for 
the  deftroving  of  contagion,  I  have  every  reafoii  to  beheve,  not  only 
from  analogv,   but  from  experience.'      p.  iSi. 

The  author's  experiments,  though  ingenious  and  well  con- 
trived, were  neither  fufliciently  numerous  nor  fufficicntly 
varied  for  the  purpofe  of  fully  deciding  the  points  in  queflion: 

We  flrongly  fufpe6l  that  a  confiderable  degree  of  irritation 
and  coughing  will  at  firil  be  produced  by  the  breathing  of  the 
vapour  of  this  acid,  notwithitunding  the  refpe(ff  we  have  for 
the  opinion  of  docior  Smyth.  A  late  writer  has,  indeed, 
aflerted  this  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  trials  which  he  made. 

The  <io(Si:or  tells  us,  on  the  authority  of  his  experiments, 
that  the  following  is  the  order,  with  refpeift  to  fafety,  in  the 
breathing  of  tiie  different  acid  vapours — 

-  *  ift.  The  vapour  of  nitrous  acid,  arifing  from  nitre  decompofed 
by  vitriolic  acid. 

'  2.  Ditto— of  nitrous  acid  in  its  fuming  fiate,  or  when  the  ni- 
trons acid  h  mixed  with  nitrous  oas. 

'  3.  Ditto — of  marine  acid,  arifmg  from  common  fait,  decom- 
pofed  bv  vitriolic  acid. 

'  4.  Ditto — of  nitrons  and  marine  acid?,  obtained  from  the  de,- 
compofition  of  nitre  and  conmion  fait  by  vitriolic  acid. 

'  5.'  Ditto — of  fnlphur,  burnt  with  an  eighth  part  of  nitre. 

'  6.   Ditto — of  fulphur,  burnt  with  charcoal. 

*  7,  Ditto — of  oxygenated  marine  acid,  obtained  by  putting 
manganefe  to  marine  acid.'     p.  189. 

The  evidence  which  the  do£lor  has  adduced  in  the  prcfcnt 
treatlfe,  of  the  powers  of  the  nitrous  acid  in  preventing 
and  eradicating  contagion,  is  certainly  flrong  ;  but  it  will 
require  trials  conducted  on  a  much  larger  fcale,  and  in  dif- 
ferent fituations,  before  the  fa6ls  can  be  fully  afcertained. 
The  procelTes  which  are  recommended  are,  however,  fo  per- 
fectly fimple  and  eafy  of  execution,  that  thofe  who  poiTefs 
opportunities,  cannot  be  long  in  fubmitting  the  merits  of  the 
author's  difcovery  to  the  teft  of  further  experiment. 
•  In  the  work  itfelf,  though  we  cannot  agree  with  the  doc- 
tor in  fome  of  his  conclulionsj  there  is  much  ingenuity  of 
remark,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  valuable  practical 
matter. 
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The  W:  p.  or  J  of  'Jacohhnfm.,  its  Crimes^  Cruelties  and  Perfidies  : 
comprijing  an  Inquiry  into  the  Manner  of  dijfeminating^  under 
the  Appearance  of  Philofophy  and  Virtue,  Principles  which 
are  equally  fubverjwe  of  Order,  VtrtuCy  Religion^  Liberty  and 
Happimjs.  By  fVilliam  Playfair^  Author  of  the  Commercial 
and  Political  AtlaSy  &c.  8z;o.  lOs.  6d.  Boards,  Stock- 
liale.     1795. 

'"pHE  half-title  of  this  work  is  *  Hiftory  of  the  French  Re- 
*■  volution,'  which  we  think  a  better  title  than  the  former. 
Yet  to  fuit  the  purpofes  of  the  author,  he  might  perhaps 
think  himielfjuftified  in  calling  the  book  a  Hiftory  of  Jacobin- 
ilm,  beca''.fe  he  confiders  jacobinifm  as  a  fyftem  of  which 
the  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man  was  the  lexfcripta,  and 
that  pillage,  murder,  and  cruelty,  were  the  fruits  of  it.  We 
profefs  ouvfelves  of  a  contrary  opinion.  There  certainly  was 
a  club  in  Paris,  called  the  Jacobin  Club  ;  and  the  word  jacobin: 
was  there  and  is  ftiil  ufed  both  there  and  in  England  as  a  nick- 
name ;  but  there  was  no  fuch  fyftem  embodied  as  that  of  ja- 
cobinifm. If  the  Rights  of  Man  were  the  laws  of  the  jaco- 
bins, the  cafe  would  be  otherwife,  and  jacobinifm  might  be 
adm.itted  as  a  hiftorical  defignation  :  but  the  Rights  of  Man  juf- 
tify  no  cruelty,  nor  is  there  an  enormity  recorded  in  this  work 
which  is  not  forbidden  both  by  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  thefe 
rights  ;  nor,  indeed,  !ias  he  proved  that  they  were  ever  quot- 
ed in  defence  of  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  &c.  The  Rights 
of  Man  became  a  dead  letter,  or  nearly  fo,  when  a  revolutionary 
took  place  of  a  conftituted  government — But  we  fhall  have  to 
advert  to  thefe  arguments  hereafter. 

The  work  is  an  elaborate  hiftory  of  the  revolution,  from 
1789  to  the  deftrut^ion  of  Robefpierre's  tyranny  j  and  the 
motives  for  writmg  it  will  appear  to  molt  advantage  in  the  au- 
thor's words — 

'  The  following  hiftorv  is  intended  'as  much  to  fliew,  that  abufe 
of  power  and  difregard  to  public  opinion  brings  on  revolutions,  as 
to  fliew  the  danger  that  attends  tliem  when  they  are  brought  on. 
When  abufes  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  creep  in,  which  it  is 
the  burinefs  of  the  lesfiilaliire  to  reform,  but  which  it  will  not  fc- 
form,  then  men  are  naturally  led  to  wifli  for  a  reform  in  the  legifla- 
tiire  itfelf.  Had  the  court  of  Verfailles  been  willing  to  make  the 
reforms  wanted,  it  would  not  have  been  itfelf  reformed  and  deftroy- 
ed.  Had  thenobllitv  and  the  clergy  been  willing  to  facrifice  to  the 
juft  claims  of  their  ieliow  citizens,  thofe  privileges  which  were  ufe- 
iefs  and  unjuft,  we  ftiould  not  now  have  feen  them  (Iraying  like 
vagabonds  over  the  face  of  a  llrange  country  feeking  for  bread. 
It  is  impofiible  for  a  leilbn  to  be  written  in  more  legible  characters, 
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and  it  miift  be  confefled,  that  till  the  parliament  of  England  Ihews 
a  difpofition  to  crufli  the  abufes  which  exifl  and  augment  in  many' 
departments  of  the  ftate,  the  mouths  of  thofe  who  Cfy  out  for  re- 
form will  never  be  efFeftualiy  ftopt.  Such  would  be  the  way  effec- 
tuallv  to  crulli  jacobinifm,  as  it  would  have  been  the  way  to  pre- 
vent Its  ever  exifting ;  and  until  it  is  put  in  pradice,  jacobinifm 
never  will  effectually  be  cruflied.  It  afTumes  many  forms,  and  is 
fo  well  adapted  for  deceiving,  that  reafon  will  never  completely  get 
the  better ;  men  will  prefer  a  fyftem  that  offers  change  to  one,  that 
preferves  abufes,  which,  though  known,  are  not  attempted  to  be 
remedied,  for  when  men  are  difcontented,  reafon  has  not  its  full 
effeft. 

'  Men  fhould  learn  to  know,  that  if  a  difregard  to  experience 
and  to  what  has  hitherto  exifted  is  a  dangerous  thing,  a  too  bigoted 
regard  for  precedent  is  dangerous  alfo  ;  although  the  fyflem  of  de- 
ftroying  all  the  old  laws  to  eftablifli  an  entirely  new  code  is  danger- 
ous to  the  greateft  degree,  it  is  by  no  means  well,  to  piece  and  patch 
eternally  at  old  laws,  and  render  juftice  fo  expenfive,  and  the  lav/ 
fo  unintelligible,  that  men  can  never  .exped  to  obtain  their  right, 
except  in  matters  of  great  importance. 

'  There  are  but  two  voices  in  the  kingdom  on  this  head,  and  the 
one  is  that  of  the  whole  nation,  lawyers  excepted  ;  the  other  is  the 
voice  of  the  lawyers  themfelves  only.  Let  our  judges  vindicate 
themfelves,  and  root  abufe  up,  fo  that  the  peaceable  citizen  may 
enjoy  tranquillity  ;  it  is  not  by  fhewing  a  juft  indignation  at  the 
pra6lices  of-  a  vile  attorney  now  and  then,  whofe  imprudence,  ra- 
ther than  his  villainy,  draws  down  punifhment,  but  it  is  by  putting 
it  out  of  their  power  to  commit  fuch  abufes ;  it  is  the  caufe  that 
fiiould  be  attended  to  rather  than  the  effe6V.  Our  law  lords  will  be 
liflened  to  when  they  apply  to  parliament,  and  furely  the  people 
will  be  relieved  from  a  great  burthen. 

'  If  there  are  abufes  in  the  church,  let  the  clergy  themfelves  fet; 
the  example  of  a  reformation,  and  then  they  will  avoid  thofe  terri- 
ble confequences  which  are  but  too  certain  to  arrive  when  force  is 
refulted  to.'     p.  21. 

An  opening  fo  candid  promifes  much  :  and  accordingly,  in 
tracing  the  prcdifpofing  caufes  of  the  French  revolution  (ch. 
i.)  we  find  precifely  fuch  a  defcription  of  old  France  as,  in 
our  opinion,  accords  with  the  beil  information,  and  mult 
convince  the  reader  that  the  revolution  was  not  the  work  of  a 
day,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  nation  was  prepared,  by  a  long 
feries  of  opprefTions,  for  an  eafy  acquiefcence  in  a  change  that 
promifed  the  reverfal  of  all  abufes.  We  could  have  wifhed, 
however,  that  our  author  had  added  fomething  refpe£ling  the 
moral  elFe£ts  of  tyranny  and  fuperftitlon  upon  the  human 
mind.     This  \.oukl,  indeed,  have  been  no  excufe,  nor  apolo- 
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gy  (for  tiiat-we  hold  it  infamous  to  attempt),  but  it  ■vX'ould,  fof 
tbe  benefit  of  other  governments,  have  accounted  iox  the  rea- 
dinefs  v/ith  which  the  French  populace  rnfhed  upon  fchemes 
of  cruelty,  and  the  esgernefs  with  which  hundreds  perpetrat- 
ed murder  for  which  they  could  plead  little,  if  any,  provoca- 
tion. It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  there  did  exift,  for  a  confi- 
derable  time,  a  favage  fpirit,  approaching  to  that  which  ap- 
pears in  the  cafe  of  infurreftions  among  the  (laves  in  the  Wefl 
Indies  ;  but  as  that  fpirit  could  not,  in  the  natuie  of  things, 
be  concrcalted  with  the  revolution,  it  muft  be  traced  farther 
b^ack  :  and  this  we  think  it.  would  not  have  been  difficult  to  do, 
by  merely  confuleving  the  ftate  of  inind  in  the  populace  of 
France,  arifmg  from  the  tyranny  of  a  political  fyilem  which 
afforded  little  or  no  rcdrefs,  and  a  fuperilitious  religion,  many 
of  the  doginas  of  which  were  unfavourable  to  honour  and  ])u- 
manity.  It  might  aifo  have  been  adverted  to,  that,  when  this 
teligion  fell  into  contempt,  as  it  had  many  years  ago  in  France, 
ihe  populace  had  no  alternative  unlefs  deifm  or  atheifni,  or 
what  writers  pleafc  to  call  it.  It  was,  however,  bona  fide-, 
a  total  alienation  from  religious  duty  and  religious  worfliip. 
A  difcufhon  of  this  kind  would  have  left  nothing  undone  in 
this  chapter,  which  is  certainly  the  bell  in  the  work  ;  but  we 
are  forry  to  find,  by  what  follows,  that  it  would  not  have  fuit- 
ed  the  author's  purpofc,  wliich  is  to  attribute  all  that  is  bad 
to  the  Khbls  of  Man  or  jacobinilm.  He  fpeaks,  in  a  note,  of 
*  philofophers  vdio  are  at  pains  to  ftiow  that  the  human  heart 
is  degraded  by  the  (hackles  of  religious  prejudice, and  elevated 
I>y  (retting  rid  sf  it.''  If  there  are  fuch  pliilofophers,  we  do 
net  enw  them  their  fagacity,  What  v.-e  have  juft  advanced  is 
a  proof  that  we  confider  the  effe6ts  of  a  long  fyitem  of  tyran- 
ny and  fuperititlon,  as  hailing  beyond  the  duration  of  the 
caufc.  They  who  think  otherwife  muft  be  very  fuperficial 
obfervers  of  human  nature,  and  little  qualified  to  dillinguifl^ 
between  an  att  and  a  habit.  We  have  two  defcriptions  of 
xi\c\\  in  this  country,  who  have  endeavoured  to  account  for 
the  raafiacres  of  September  17Q2.  The  one,  like  our  author^ 
attribute  all  to  the  Rights  of  Man— the  other  to  the  duke  of 
iirunfwick*s  prc-clamation.  What  fhare  the  Rights  of  Maii 
had,  we  (hall  confider  hereafter  ;  but  the  duke  of  Brunfwick's 
proclamation  (which,  by  the  by,  Mr-  Playfair  cenfufes  very 
properly)  could  only  be  the  occaJJcnal  caufc  ;  of,  as  it  bore 
tverv  feature  of  the  ancient  tyranny,  it  might  give  a  fpur  to 
the  frcdifpofing  caufe,  namely,  to  a  fpirit  of  cruelty  and  re- 
venue, the  production  of  ages  of  oppreffion,  and  wliich  could 
i;0  more  be  fliaken  off  when  tyranny  was  aboli(hed,  than  fick- 
refs  ?.Tifint>'  from  confinement  in  a  dungeon  can  be  removed 
the  moment  the  priioner  regains  his  liberty.  The  human  heart, 
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tliereforc,  is  not  elevated  merely  by  getting  rid  of  the  fliackles 
of  fuperftition.  The  canle  only  of  its  deprefTion  is  removed  ; 
but  it  does  not  bound  into  freedom  and  elevation  ;  becaufe  the 
weight  has  been  fo  long  continued  as  to  deftroy  or  nearly  to 
■dellroy  its  elaibcity.  Vfirh  refpecl  likfrvvife  to  this  famous  or 
rather  infamous  proclamation,  can  we  fuppofs  that  a  paper  of 
this  kind  could  have  the  power  to  infpire  cruelty  in  minds 
v/hich  never  polTelTed  it  before  ?  Even  if  ic  had  that  pov/er,  it 
mud  have  produced  the  elFeft  very  gradually  ;  but  it  could  not 
have  in  an  injiant  created  a  band  of  murderous  executioners, 
who  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  fhed  blood.  It  is  an  old 
and  a  jufh  faying,  Nemo  icpente  fuit  turp![JtmHS  :  and  whoever 
attends  to  the  progrefs  of  cruelty  in  the  minds  of  murderers, 
v.'ill  know  that  very  often  the  funi  accumulated  in  a  whole 
life  is  fcarcely  more  than  fu fficient  to  produce  one  murderous 
attempt.  But,  if  any  farther  proof  is  wanting  to  trace  the 
cruelties  of  the  Septembrlfers  to  its  proper  fource,  let  our 
readers  confidcr  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fy  ft  em  of  afiaffinatloii 
in  the  Italian  ftates.  We  have  dwelt  on  this  fubie£t  perhaps 
longer  than  may  feem  neceffary  :  but  thcfe  are  points  to  be  af- 
certained  before  we  can  impute  cruelty  to  a  wliole  people,  far 
lefs  to  a  declaration  of  abiiradl  propoiltions,  which  more  or- 
lefs  form  the  bafis  of  all  free  governnients,  efpecially  thofe  oi 
America  and  of  Great  Britain. 

In  this  chapter,  Mr.  Playfair  expatiates  at  large  on  the  ge- 
neral circumllances  that  favoured  the  propagation  of  the  jaco* 
bin  fyfcem,  i.  e.  the  revolution,  for  with  him  they  are  infepa- 
rable  ;  namely,  the  decline  of  tlie  feudal  fy Hem,  — changes  in 
the  ftate  of  fociety  in  Kurope, — nobles  hated  in  the  tov/ns,— 
caufes  why  the  clergy  a!fo  became  obnoxious^  — reafonsior  dii'"-' 
content  againft  the  government  itfelf.  He  concludes  with  ob- 
ferving — 

'  The  minds  of  men  were  thus  prf'pared  for  a  new  order  of 
things  by  thofe  general  caufes,  which  had  beSa  increafing  in  force  far 
fo  many  centuries;  to  thefe  we  have  yet  to  add  the  mora  recent  and 
more  particular  caufesthat  operated  at  the  time  when  the  revolution 
broke  out,  and  certainly  our  furprize  at  its  violence  and  rapidity 
will  be  very  confiderably  dimininied^  when  we  find  fo  many  cauf»s 
operating,  /;;  one  li'nedion,  and  that  direction  in  favour  of  noveltv, 
and  under  the  idea  of  procuring  happinefi  and  liberty.'    .  p.  59. 

In  this  part  of  the  work,  it  is  proper  we  flioUld  Sdd,  that 
Mr.  Playfair  does  not  arraign  the  vihole  of  the  preceding  fyf- 
tcm  of  things  in  France^  in  which  there  certainly  was  foms 
portion  of  good,  but  contends  that  the  people  were  not  tauf)]jt 
to  make  diifini^ionG,  and  the  balance  was  unhappily  in  favour 
cf  the  evil. 
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In  chap.  II.  according  to  the  intimation  in  the  pafTage  juft 
quoted,  he  pafTes  to  certain  caufes  which  were  pecuhar  only 
to  France.  The  juftice  of  the  following  remarks  is  fo  obvi" 
ous,  that  we  fhall  make  no  apology  for  tranfcribing  them,  al- 
though the  author  may  rifle  the  difpleafure  of  the  higher  pow- 
ers by  affording  us  the  opportunity. 

'  The  mode  adopted  by  France,  as  well  as  by  feme  other  na- 
tions, of  borrowing  money  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  war,  it  is  ob- 
vious to  every  reafoning  and  calculating  man,  if  not  ufed  with  wif- 
dom  and  moderation,  is  not  only  capable  of  bringing  about  revolu* 
tion,  but  muft  inevitably  do  fo.  As  the  advantages  refulting  from 
war  (when  any  do  refult,  which  is  not  always  the  cafe)  are  generally 
but  temporary  and  fmall ;  and  as  the  burdens  laid  upon  the  people 
to  pay  the  intereft  of  loans  are  permanent  and  great,  they  naturally 
accumulate  and  increafe.  The  power  or  capacity  of  bearing  bur- 
dens is  limited  in  every  nation,  but  there  is  no  limit  to  the  embar- 
raffments  that  may  be  brought  on  by  borrowing ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  more  that  a  remedy  for  the  evil  becomes  neceffary,  the  more 
difficult  does  its  apphcatlon  become,  and  that  not  in  a  fimple  but  in 
a  compound  proportion.  A  multiplication  of  taxes  not  only  draws 
the  money  from  the  induftrious,  but  by  augmenting  the  number  of 
the  agents  of  government^  is  vexatious,  and  diminiflies  the  number 
of  produ61ive  labourers.  It  diminifhes  alfo  the  value  of  money, 
and  thereby  renders  what  may  be  called  the  efficient  portion  of  the 
revenue  infufficient,  f.j  that  the  wants  and  the  embarraffiuentsof  the 
ftate  are  augmented  with  regard  to  the  daily  expenfes. 

*  The  manner  iii  which  both  France  and  Englaad  have  feen  their 
expenditures  increafe,  is  a  proof  of  the  juftnefs  of  what  we  have 
been  remarking ;  for  fince  the  beginning  of  the  borrowing  plan, 
their  annual  expenfes  have  increafed  beyond  any  former  example. 

*  The  revenues  of  England,  at  our  revolution  in  1688,  amount- 
ed to  fcarcely  two  millions  a  year ;  at  that  time  our  debts  were  too 
inconfKierable  to  be  mentioned,  fo  that  the  annual  expenfes  were 
under  two  millions.  Since  we  began  borrowing  money,  not  only 
have  we  contrafted  an  annual  expenfe  of  ten  millions  for  intereft, 
but  our  yearly  expenfes  amount  at  prefent  to  more  than  five  mil- 
lions, for  what  we  call  a  peace  eftablifhment,  that  is  to  fay,  twice 
and  a  half  its  amount  only  one  hundred  years  ago.'     p.  60. 

In  a  few  fubfequent  pages,  the  folly  of  this  fyftem,  as  it  ^f- 
feiSed  France,  is  placed  in  a  very  ftriking  light.  The  remains 
of  this  chapter  properly  conftitute  the  commencement  of  the 
hljiory-y  but  as  all  the  faffs  related  in  the  courfe  of  it  have 
been  long  before  the  public,  and  have  been  detailed  in  various 
fhapes,  we  fhall  content  ourfelves  with  dating  that  the  whole 
is  intended  to  operate  to  the  difgrace  of  the  French  reformers, 
whether  Jacobins  of  Briffotines,  from  the  commencement  of 
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the  revolution.  We  do  not  deny  that  this  attack  is  ably  con- 
du£ledj  and  that  it  is  apparently  the  fruit  of  much  labour  ; 
but  we  muft  except  from  every  (hare  of  commendation  the 
principles  advanced  in  many  parts  of  it,  and  which  conftitute 
the  fpirit  of  the  work,  and  lead  to  the  intention  of  the  au- 
thor. 

In  p.  189,  he  makes  the  following  bold  aflertions — 

*  The  foundations  of  the  fyftem  of  anarchy^  pillage^  and  muT' 
der,  were  laid  on  the  following  principles  : 

'   I.  That  infurreftion  is  one  of  the  rights  of  man. 

*  2.  That  the  good  of  the  public  is  the  fupreme  law,  before 
which  all  others  are  to  give  way. 

'  3.  That  all  men  are  born  and  remain  equal  in  rights. 

'  4.  That  men  are  never  bound  by  what  their  anceftors  have 
done  ;  this  laft  is  only  a  kind  of  repetition  of  the  perpetual  right  of 
jnfarre6tion.' 

We  do  not  hefitate  in  faying  that  to  impute  anarchy',  pillage^ 
and  murder^  to  thefe  four  propofitions,  is  not  to  be  defended 
by  any  thing  bearing  the  fiiape  of  an  argument ;  but,  perhaps, 
it  may  be  fufficient  to  (how  in  the  prefent  cafe  that  the  author 
is  at  variance  with  himfelf ;  for  he  afferts  in  p.  log,  that  '  it  is 
in  vain  to  imagine  that,  in  the  prefent  Itate  of  fociety,  any 
order  of  things  will  long  exift,  that  is  not  fupported  by  gaie- 
r at  opinion  \ — and  in  p.  1 10,  ^  public  opinion,  andnot/orrr,  is 
the  only  firm,  folid  and  durable  foundation  for  power.'     It  re- 
mains, therefore,  that  he  get  rid  of  thefe  conceflions,  by  in- 
forming us  how   public   opinion,  if  defpifed   in    its    gentler 
forms,  can  be  exprefled  without  infurrcction,  and  by  what 
means  the  good  of  the  public,  when  a  fupreme  law,  becomes 
a  foundation  for  anarchy.,  pillage.,  and  murder.     As  to  thefe 
propofitions    in  general,    it  remains   now   to  be   mentioned, 
what  we  hinted  before,  that  they  are  fundamentally  recognifed 
in  our  own  conllituiion.     If  examples  are  neceil'ary,  let  us 
take  recent  ones.     What  compelled  the  miniller  to  repeal  tne 
fiiop-tax,  and  to  abftain  from  a  war  with  Ruflia  ?  The  public 
cpini(fli  :  and  can  it  be  denied  that  the  exprelRon  of  the  public 
opinion  is  one  Hep  towards  infurre6lion,  or,  according  to  the 
Englifli  phrafe,  refijiance  ?   Every  minifter  knows  that  it  is; — 
he  is  a  wife  miniller,  who  by  a  timely  and  gracious  compli- 
ance, prevents  its  further  progrefs;  and  he  may  be  deemed  a 
cunning  one  who  fupprefles  it  by  influence  or  delufion.     It 
may,  indeed,  be  granted  that  it  is  not  proper  to  bring  this  doc- 
trine forward  on  trivial  occafions,  nor,  as  Mr.  Burke  exprcfics 
himfelf,    to  make  the  medicine  of   the  conditution  its  da'il-^ 
bread.     But  either  this  do£lrine  can  produce  one  efFe(Sl  in 
France  and  another  in  England,  or  we  live  at  prefent  under 
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a  government  which  acknowledges  that  inriirreelion  or  refift* 
snce  is  one  of  the  rights  of  man,  that  the  good  of  the  public 
is  the  fupreme  law  ;  confequently,  if  what  Mr.  Playfair  af- 
ierts  be  true,  we  live  under  a  government  built  upon  the 
foundations  of  anarchy,  pillage,  and  murder.  This  was  not 
•the  opinion  of  Bbckllone,  who  mentions  refillance  with  deli- 
cacy, but  wirh  firmnefs.  Why,  then,  take  fo  much  trouble 
as  is  done  throughout  this  v/ork,  to  tell  us  that  the  French 
midcok  thofe  principles,  and  that  they  were  deceived  by  their 
guides,  who  put  them  upon  a  road,  the  waypoilof  which 
proclaimed  *  to  liberty,'  but  which  ia  fa£l  led  to  murder  and 
pillage  ?  The  French  people  were  ignorant ! — -granted  : — could 
they  be  otherwife  in  a  country  where  political  difculTion  was 
a  crime  ?  What  conneilion  have  the  abufe?  of  a  principle 
with  its  truth  or  proper  application?  What  principle  fo  la- 
cred,  what  book  To  divine,  as  net  to  be  abul'ed  ?  Have  we  not 
lately  witneli'ed  the  publication  of  a  book  {not  the  Age  of 
Reafon)  in  whicli  the  author  allerts  that  the  Bible  teaches  ob- 
fcenity  ?  Surely  it  would  not  be  more  difficult  for  a  pervertet 
of  principles  fo  prove,  with  equal  conviction,  that  it  contain- 
ed a  fyftem  of  anarchy.^  pillage,  and  murder  *  ! 

As  to  the  3d  and  4rh  of  thele  proportions,  although  Mr. 
Playfair  chufes,  in  his  confideration  of  the  3d,  to  drop  the 
word  rights^  yet  it  ought  to  itand,  and  likewife  conftitutes  a 
part  of  our  own  fyftem.  Agaiii  and  again  have  we  been  lately 
told  that  the  lav/s  are  equal  to  the  poor  and  to  the  rich,  and 
every  man  in  this  country  is  equal  to  every  other  man  in  rights.^ 
■where  the  law  has  not  eftabliflied  a  fpecific  difqualification. 
The  4th  he  terms  *  a  kind  of  repetition  of  the  perpetual  right 
of  infurreClion.'  It  is  fuch  a  right,  however,  as  we  thought 
it  no  reproach  to  exercife  in  promoting  the  reformation  and 
the  revolution  •,  and  it  may  be  faid  to  be  exercifed  whenever 
an  aft  of  parliament  is  repealed.  The  conftitution  of  Great 
E;-itain  holds  nothing  unchangeable  but  its  principles,  as  con- 
tained in  Magna  Charta  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  thefe, 
becaufe  experience  has  proved  their  expediency  at  all  times. 
It  has  itfeif,  indeed,  arifen  from  a  fucceffion  of  changes,  in 
which  the  good  of  the  prefent  generation,  and  not  the  wif- 
dom  of  our  anceftors,  was  regarded,  unlcfs  that  wifdom  had 
borne  the  teft  of  time  ;  which  will  always  be  the  cafe  with  fuch 
principles  as  that  '  the  good  of  the  public  is  the  fupreme 
law.' 

When,  therefore,  we  allow  tivat  the  prefent  work  is  an  able 
attack  on  the  onJu^l  of  the  jacobins,  we  muft  be  undcrftood 

■   This  i!i  fa  A  has  been  attempted  by  foaie  of  the  late  vvriters  on  the  fide  of- 
infidelity.     Rtv, 
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to  prolefi;  againft  the  premifes  on  which  it  is  founded.  The 
author  is  correct  in  general  in  liis  dctalhi,  though  we  could  in- 
ilance  exceptions  :  and  he  is  juftified,  and  we  heartily  join  hire, 
in  cenfuring  with  due  afperity  the  atrocities  which  have  been 
committed  in  France.  But  to  attribute  thefe  eOecls  to  the 
propofitions  juft  mentioned,  when  the  difcuffion  fo  ably  han- 
dled in  his  lirft  chapter,  furniriud  a  much  more  natural  caufe 
in  the  tempeV  and  difpoGtion  of  an  oppreiTed  and  ignorant  po- 
pulace, is  by  no  means  jullifiable,  becaufe  it  leads  to  doCLrines 
^vhich  muft  perpetuate  abufes,  and  narrow  the  bafe  of  a  popu- 
lar conPiitution.  AVe  fhould  be  forry  to  tliink  that  the  pur- 
pofe  of  all  the  pains  our  author  has  taken,  was  to  add  his  fup- 
port  to  the  war,  by  increafing  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of 
this  country  againft  the  French.  He  muft  be  aware  that  hof- 
tilities  n\u(l  one'day  end  between  the  two  nations;  and  we 
leave  him  to  judge  what  kind  of  a  peace  it  will  be,  and  how 
long  it  will  laft,  if  he  and  his  brother  authors  ihould  fucceed 
\\  implanting  the  bitter  root  of  enmity  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  againft  the  French.  He  confiders  the  v/ar 
as  juft  and  neceilary,  and  we  cannot  therefore  fee  upon  what 
principles  we  ought  to  defiJJ  from  it  :  but  this  is  a  fubje£l:  too 
hackneyed  for  farther  obfervation. 

We  have  already  hinted  that  Mr.  Playfalr  is  frequently  at 
variance  with  himieif.  We  have  feldom  met  with  an  author 
who  ftruggles  harder  between  prejudict!  and  convitSlion.  T\\^ 
diforder  he  complains  of  is  a  complication,  and  his  medicines 
counteract  each  other.  His  intention  evidently  is  to  fupport 
the  war  and  to  decry  the  French  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  the 
democrat  is  much  more  indebted  to  liim  than  the  ariilocrat. 
The  latter  cannot  furely  confider  the  following  as  an  obliga- 
tion— - 

'  Amongft  the  many  faults  of  the  jacobins,  and  along  with  all 
their  duplicity,  they  have  the  advantage  of  always  appearing  to 
fpeak  plain,  and  they  let  flip  no  opportunity  of  doing  fo  ivheji  tiny 
fan.  It  is  excellent  policy,  and  their  enemies  would  neither  lofe 
any  thing  of  their  dignity  nor  of  their  fuccefb,  if  they  were  to  adopt 
the  fame  mode.  The  direft  languao-e  of  the  jacobins  has  made 
them  underftand  each  other,  and  co-operate  over  all  the  countries 
pf  Europe,  while  a  hv^  crowned  heads  have  niiflaken  each  other's 
intentions  on  almoft  every  occafion;  and  by  their  miftakes,  and  the 
misfortunes  v.-hich  have  followed,  brought  the  fiifety  of  all  regular 
governments  into  danger.*     p.  557. 

Mr.  Playfalr  indeed  feldom  fliuts  his  eyes  againft  the  folly 
of  what  are  called  regular  governments,  i.  e.  governments 
which  confcfledly  have  no  rule  to  go  by  :  anii  after  having  lo 
candidly  traced  the  caufes  of  tlie  French  revolution,  it  is  but 
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natural  for  him  to  allow  (which  he  does  more  than  once)  that 
the  fame  caufes  muft  produce  the  fame  effe<£ls.  We  fcarcely 
recollect  in  any  work,  reckoned  democratic,  a  fentiment  more 
expreflive  of  the  infatuation  of  regular  governments  than  the 
following :  the  italics  are  the  author's — 

*  The  exifting  governments  of  Europe,  excepting  none,  Jiold 
ahiife^  icJien  fanBified  by  precedent  too  /acred,  and  therefore  abufes 
are  always  accumulating  without  any  hopes  of  their  being  diminifh- 
ed.  The  French  government  is  bad,  but  it  is  an  experiment,  and 
perpetually  flatters  people  with  the  hope  of  improvement.  Other 
governments,  vaftly  more  free  in  themfelves,  and  vaftly  more  con- 
ducive to  iuJividual  happinefs,  do  not  offer  any  hope  of  improve- 
ment, and  therefor^  create  dlfcontent.'     p.  721. 

This  is  all  that  a  reformer  wants  to  be  conceded.  But  let 
not  the  ariftocrat  defpair  :  there  are  crumbs  of  comfort,  in 
the  next  page  but  one,  even  for  him — 

'  There  is  one  reform  in  this  country  that  will  inevitably  bring 
on  a  revolution  when  it  takes  place ;  that  is  tlie  reform  of  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people  ;  therefore  that  reform  fliould  be  by  fome 
means  prevented  ;  and  though  there  are  many  devices  that  may  be 
fallen  upon  to  retard  the  meafure,  there  is  but  one  to  prevent  it. 
The  houfe  of  commons  muft  fliovv  that  it  requires  no  reform,  and 
then  the  nation  will  be  contented  ;  but  never  till  then.'     p.  723. 

Does  not  Mr.  Playfair  know  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
has  ihown  that  it  requires  no  reform,  as  much  as  it  can  fhow 
any  thing,  by  the  votes  of  a  great  majority  }  a  majority  which 
not  only  decided  that  it  wanted  no  reform,  but  that  it  was 
even  improper  to  inquire  whether  it  wanted  a  reform  or  not ! 
But  Mr.  Playfair  infmuates  plainly  that  it  does  yet  want  a  re- 
form ;  and  he  advifes  the  members  to  fet  about  it.  Will  they 
take  his  advice  ?  This  we  doubt,  unlefs  the  general  voice  of 
the  people  firil  recommend  it,  then  petition,  then  cry  aloud, 
and  even  '  lift  up  their  voice  in  the  flreets'  for  it.  Mr.  Play^ 
fair  muft  acknowledge  that  thefe  are  the  three  juftifiable  fteps 
which  the  people  may  take  legally,  li  then  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons remain  deaf,  the  people  will  read  hiflory  and  look  for 
precedents. 

Such  is  the  work  which  our  author  has  compiled  with  a 
view  tofupport  the  government  of  this  country  at  the  expenfe 
of  that.pf  France.  From  the  extracts  we  have  given,  our 
readers  will  fee  that  he  has  alternately  courted  the  prejudices 
of  both  parties  ;  but  thofe  parties  will  be  affefled  very  differ-, 
ently  by  the  compliment.  The  democrat  will  fay,  *  thefe 
conccfTions  are  precifely  what  I  want :  let  him  paint  the  cruel- 
ties of  France  in  what  colours  he  pleafes;  I  can  take  his  con- 
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clufions  without  his  premifes.'  The  ariflocrat  will  exclaim 
*  Noil  tali  auxilio,'  or,  in  the  more  familiar  language  of  Fal- 
ftafF,  *  Do  ye  call  this  backing  your  friends  r' — Reformers 
who  come  with  real  grievances,  have  nothing  to  fear  from  this 
attack  on  jacobinifm,  nor  from  the  author's  attempt  to  conne<3; 
principles  with  the  abufe  of  them.  They  may,  on  the  con- 
trary, derive  abundance  of  encouragement  from  the  whole 
work.  It  id  a  powerful  appeal  In  favour  of  public  opinion, 
and  a  ftrong  diiTuafive  from  the  contempt  in  which  courts  arc 
apt  to  hold  that  opinion.  Should  the  queflion  now  be,  whe- 
ther it  is  not  poffible  to  conftrucl  a  hiiiory  of  the  French  re- 
volution that  fhall  be  entirely  in  favour  of  regular  govern- 
ments,— we  anfwer,  No.  The  French  revolution  is  an  event  of 
a  nature  fo  hngular,  that,  with  v/hatever  prejudices  the  hiflo- 
rian  fets  out,  if  he  is  not  grofsly  negle6lful  of  truth,  and 
confequently  of  his  own  reputation,  he  will  inevitably  com- 
pofe  a  work  from  which  both  princes  and  people  mufl  derive 
the  mofl;  ufeful  lefTon  that  ever  providence  permitted  for  the 
amelioration  of  civil  fociety. 


A  Practical  Arrangement  of  the  Laws  relative  to  the  Exclfe. 
Wherein  the  Statutes  and  Adjudged  Cafes.,  affed'ing  Officers^ 
SmugglerSy  Profecutions^  Licen/es,  and  the  Commodities  fub^ 
jeff  to  Excifey  are  carefully  digejied ;  and  the  whole  Syjicm  of 
the  Exclfe  Laws  placed  In  a  clear  and  pcrfplcuous  point  of 
View.  To  ivblch  is  addedy  an  Appendix  of  Precedents  of 
Convlcllonsy  is'c.  By  Anthony  Highmorcy  Jun. — Solicitor, 
2  Vols.     ^vo.     i^s.     Boards.    Butterworth.      1796. 

TN  dating  the  object  and  plan  of  this  work,  Mr.  Highmore 
■*■  offers,  amony  many  others,  the  following  fatisfadory  rea- 
fons  for  its  publication — 

*  The  great  accumulation  of  ftatutes  and  cafes  relative  to  the 
revenue  of  exclfe,  from  its  firfl  eftabliihment  to  the  prefent  period  • 
the  numerous  alterations  frequently  made  by  the  legifiature,  in  the 
duties;  the  methods  of  colleding  them,  and  the  meafures  neceflary 
to  fecure  them  from  obflriiflioii ;  add  to  which,  the  infinite  va- 
riety of  fchemes  ingenioufly  invented  for  evafion  and  oppofition  * 
with  the  authorities  of  the  court  of  judicature  on  all  thefe  branch- 
es, as  they  fprung  from  the  ftem  ;  feemcd  to  uiggefl:  the  utility  and 
Jieceffityof  a  methodical  and  praftical  arpuigement  —  which  fliould 
embrace  this  variety  of  matter,  and  point  out  the  relative  duties  and 
limitations  of  the  officers  and  parties  concerned. 

*  To  this  end,  I  have  undertaken  the  labour  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing pages  are  the  refult :  —  In  the  Preliminary  Obfervations  the 
reader  will  find  the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the  beft  writers  on  the 
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fubjecl  of  revenue  and  taxation  in  general,  arifing  from  the  luxu- 
nes  and  ueceiTaries  of  life  ;  their  general  etfetl  and  operation  ;.u'ith 
a  fummary  view  of  tliat  fyllem,  as  it  regards  the  well-being  and 
progrefs  of  a  well-ordered  ftate  ;  and  a  brief  account  of  the  reve- 
nues and  excife  of  Great- Britain, 

*  As  my  defign  was  to  conline  my  own  and  the  reader's  atten- 
tion to  this  branch  of  revenue  alone,  I  have  carefully  avoided,  as 
much  as  poffible,  entering  into  any  part  of  the.  laws  inftituted  for 
the  eftabliflKiient  and  colleclion  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms,  except 
where  their  immediate  connection  appeared  infeparable,  where  fi- 
milar  powers  were  delegated,  or  the  analogy  of  cafes  and  decifions 
rendered  the  notice  of  them  in  any  way  ferviceabie  to  the  prefent 
&fign.'     p.  i. 

The  technical  purt  of  the  work  before  us  is  preceded  by 
ohfervations  on  revenue  in  general,  and  on  that  of  our  own 
countiy.  In  this  preliminary  feclion  there  is  little  originality 
of  remark:  hut  the  opinions  of  the  various  writers  on  the  fub- 
jecl  of  political  economy  are  accurately  quoted  •,  and  though 
the  author  does  not  diliinguifli  himfelf  as  a  reafoner,  or  a  pro- 
pofer  of  fyftems,  he  has  colle£led  fafls  of  confiderable  import- 
ance^ and  difcovers,  very  creditably  to  his  heart  and  his  under- 
standing, a  deference  for  the  fentiments  of  thofe  enlightened 
politicians  who  are  celebrated  for  the  liberality  and  the  faga- 
city  of  their  fpeculations. 

The  materials  which  compofe  this  digefl  of  the  excife  laws, 
have  been  felecled  with  diligence  and  corrc6lnefs,  and  are 
dUpofed  with  a  relpeclable  perfpicuity  of  arrangement. 


Fabliaux  or  'ToJfs^  •  abridged  f rem  French  Mamifcripts  of  the 
Xllth  and  Xlllth  Centuriis  by  M.  Le  Gratid^  Jeleded  and 
tranflated  into  Rvglijh  Verfe.  JVith  a  Preface  and  Notei, 
Vof'  L     2>vo.     i^s.  Boards.     Faulder.     1796. 

»  'T^HE  following  work'  (fays  the  author)  '  is  an  attempt  at  a 
•*■  metrical  tranjlation  of  fome  fabliaux,  or  French  tales,  con- 
tained  in  the  collection  made  by  M.  le  Grand,  and  firfl  publiflied 
in  octavo;  afterwards  (in  :7oi")  in  five  fmall  volumes.  The  ori- 
ginal compofitiony,  of  which  this  author  has  given  us  abridgments 
cr  extracts,  being  of  the  12th  and  13th  centuries,  are  confcquently 
anterior  to  our  EiiyTifa  hifiorical  ballads  and  metrical  romances,  of 
V  hich  they  are  probably  the  originals  ;  and,  being  written  in  a  laur 
guage  which  at  that  perloti  was  common  to  France  and  England, 
may  be  confidered  as  equally  connected  with  the  literary  hiftory  of 
bu:h  countries.'     p.  i. 

The  tales  which  ar?  here  verfified^  are  A^ca[jin  and  Nicor 
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If-llg — i}j(>  l,av  of  the  little  Bird— the  Priejl  who  had  a  Alother 
in  Jpite  of  Himfelf — the  Canoneffes  and  the  Gray  Nuns — ths 
Order  of  Knighthood — the  Gentle  Bachelor — the  Mantle  made 
ajnifs — the  Mule  luithout  a  Bridle — the  Knight'  and  the  Sword 
— the  Fale  of  Falfe  Lovers — the  Lay  of  Sir  Lanval — the  Lay 
pf  Sir  G  rue  Ian. 

Of  theie  the  mod  various  and  Interefting  is  the  firft.  The 
fourthhas  very  little  in  it.  The  ftory  of  the 'Mantle  made  amifs* 
is  well  \iuownh-om  the  Boy  and  Mantle  iuPercy's  Reliques.  The 
two  lad  are  rather  too  fimilar.  We  think,  therefore,  a  better 
feleflion  might  have  been  made  ;  notwithftanding  which,  the 
publication  is  amufmg,  elegant,  and  even  inftrudive  ;  for  the 
author  has  given  notes,  abridged  from  thofe  of  M.  le  Grand, 
■which  enter  into  many  curious  particulars  relative  to  the  mid- 
dle ages  of  Europe  ;  and  in  a  well-written  Preface,  has  given 
a  concife  account  of  the  trouveurs  and  troubadours^  the  north- 
ern and  fouthern  French  poets,  the  latter  of  whom  dealt 
chiefly  in  pafloral  and  love  poems,  and  the  former  in  tales  of 
chivalry  or  humour. 

With  regard  to  the  verfe,  it  is  not  In  general  highly  fimfti« 
ed,  and  does  not  rife  much  beyond  the  narrative  flyle  ;  fo  that 
it  may  be  quedioned  whether  the  ftorles  receive  any  great  ad- 
vantage from  being  told  in  meafure.  That  in  which  the  poe- 
try is  the  beft,  is  the  tale  of  Aucaflin  and  Nicolette,  from 
which  we  fliall,  therefore,  feled  a  pafTage  for  the  entertain- 
paent  of  cu;:  readers — 

*  Inquire  we  now  how  Nicolette  has  far'd, 
She  too  a  thrall,  with  conftant  watch  and  ward  : 
One  night,  poor  fleeplefs  child,  her  eyes  flie  bent 
Gn  the  bright  moon,  that  fill'd  the  firmament, 
(For  'twas  the  feafon  now  of  prime  delights. 
Of  calm  long  days,  and  mild  unclouded  nights,) 
And  heard  the  garden  echo  with  the  tale 
Of  night's  lone  bird,  the  fongflrefs  nightingale ; 
And,  as  (he  liften'd,  ftraight  her  fancy  rov'd 
To  her  loft  Aucaflin,  her  beft  belov'd  ; 
Thence  to  his  cruel  fire,  wliofe  ruthlefs  mood 
Caus'd  all  her  vyo,  and  fought  to  flied  her  blood. 
Tt  chanc'd  her  matron  warder  flept  that  hour: 
She  feis'd  the  time  ;  and,  bent  to  flee  the  tov\'er. 
Crept  from  her  couch  with  noifelefs  trembling  hafle, 
And  o'er  her  limbs  her  filken  mantle  caft  ; 
Next  her  twain  flieets  with  knots  united  flrong 
Slow  ti)  tlie  window's  benm.  flie  trail'd  along, 
And  by  the  end  made  f:ift  ;  then  on  the  length 
Down-fliding,  clafping  with  her  utmoft  ftrcngtli, 
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Soon  In  the  garden  gay  the  maid  did  light, 
And  trod  the  dewy  grafs  with  dailies  white  ; 
White  were  the  flowers,  yet,  barefoot  as  flie  far'd, 
Seem'd  dark  of  hue  with  Nicolette  compar'd. 

'  Led  by  the  favouring  moon's  unclouded  ray 
The  garden's  gate  fhe  pafs'd,  then  fhap'd  her  way 
On  through  the  town,  till  weetlefs  {he  arriv'd 
Where  lay  her  love,  of  liberty  depriv'd. 

*  A  mafiy  tor  er  it  was,  of  ancient  day, 
Now  full  of  chinks,  and  verging  to  decay  ; 
And  from  its  gaping  crannies  feem'd  to  rife 
Sad  words  of  wo  and  lamentable  fig-hs : 
Such  piteous  plaining  ftay'd  the  liftening  maid, 
Clofe  to  its  gloomy  walls  her  ear  flie  laid, 
Then  quickly  learn'd  the  wretched  prifoner  there 
Was  Aucaffin,  the  viftim  of  defpair. 

*  Ah  gentle  bachelor  !'  the  maid  began, 

*  Why  thus  lament?  why  flied  thy  tears  in  vain? 
Thy  fire,  thy  houfe,  in  common  hatred  join, 
Sweet  Aucaffin  !  I  never  can  be  thine  ! 
Farewell !  I  go,  the  boundlefs  ocean  crofs'd, 

In  a  ftrange  land  to  dwell,  to  thee  for  ever  loft.* 
E'en  as  flie  fpoke,  one  chiftering  ringlet  fair 
Her  dainty  finders  fever'd  from  her  hair, 
And  caft  unto  her  love ;  the  gentle  boy 
Caught  up  the  precious  gift  with  amorous  joy, 
The  crifped  lock  with  glowing  kiflbs  prefs'd. 
Then  clafp'd  in  clofe  concealment  to  his  breaft: ; 
And,  '  ah,  fweet  Nicolette  !   thou  niay'ff  not  flee  1 
Sweet  maid  !'  he  cried,  '  I  cannot  part  with  thee  : 
If  from  this  land  thy  lucklefs  footfteps  wend, 
Thy  dee'd  will  fadly  bring  my  days  to  end.' 

'  On  the  tower  top,  for  needful  watch  and  ward, 
A  fentinel  there  flood,  its  cuflom'd  guard ; 
He  heard  their  moan  ;  it  fill'd  his  heart  with  ruth 
For  the  poor  helplefs  maid  and  captive  youth  j 
"When  from  the  diftant  entrance  of  the  ftreet 
He  caught  the  trampling  found  of  haily  feet, 
The  foldiers  of  the  night ;  more  nigh  they  drew, 
And  the  bright  moon  bewray'd  them  to  his  view ; 
Each  in  his  hand  a  flieathlefs  falchion  held, 
But  their  long  garb  the  glittering  blades  conceal'd  : 

*  Wo  worth  the  while  !'  he  cried,  '  they  now  are  nigh  ; 
Sore  pity  fuch  a  gerxtle  damfel  die ! 

And,  fliould  flie  perifti,  well  my  heart  doth  read 
Young  Aucaiiiu  will  not  furrive  the  deed,' 
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Fain  would  he  tell  the  maid,  but  then  he  fears 
His  treacherous  words  might  warn  the  foldiersi'  ears ; 
At  la!i,  by  fleight  his  counfel  to  convey, 
He  merrily  'gan  chant  the  following  lay. 

*  Maid,  of  heart  io  true, 

Of  trefles  fair,  of  laughing  eye, 

Your  rofy  cheeks  bewray  the  tale 

How  your  lover  you  did  view  : 

But  beware  thofe  lofells  nigh  ; 

Biting  falchions  hid  from  you 

In  their  folded  garments  lie ; 

Bloody  paftimes  foon  enfue, 

If  wifdom  fail.' 
'  Heaven's  peace  your  fire's  and  mother's  foul  betide 
For  your  good  deed  !'  the  gentle  damfel  cried  ; 
Then  backward  flunk,  and  crouching  to  the  ground, 
And  gathering  clofc  her  flowing  mantle  round, 
Unfeen  of  all,  her  dainty  limbs  flie  laid 
Where  a  huge  buttrefs  call  its  difmal  (hade ; 
The  foldier  band  their  cufl:om'd  conrfe  kept  on, 
Kenn'd  not  the  lurking:  maid,  and  foon  were  gone; 
Then  one  farewell  flie  figh'd  of  deep  defpair. 
And  fought  the  moated  ramparts  of  Beaucaire. 

*  Awhile  difmay'd  her  wifliful  eyes  flie  caft 
Down  on  the  floping  gulph,  profound  and  vaft  ; 
But  dread  of  Garins'  ire  forebade  her  ftay, 
And  urg'd  her  to  attempt  the  dangerous  way  ; 
With  pious  hand  one  myftick  crofs  flie  made 
In  humble  truft  of  heaven's  direfting  aid. 
Then,  fliddering  down,  and  graz'd  with  many  a  wound, 
Reach'd  the  dank  bottom  of  the  moat  profounid. 
One  deed  was  done  ;  but  forer  toils  remain  ; 
The  fummit  of  the  oppofing  fleep  to  gain  : 
It  chanc'd,  fo  favouring  fortune  feem'd  to  prove 
The  partner  and  the  guide  of  loyal  love, 
A  pointed  ftake  athwart  her  footfl:eps  lay, 
The  relick  of  Beaucaire's  conflifting  day  ; 
With  her  twain  hands  the  joyous  damfel  light 
Caught  up  the  prop,  and  flrove  to  fcale  the  height ; 
Now  ftep  by  ftep  her  tottering  feet  fhe  plies, 
Pois'd  on  her  flafi^,  and  fcarcely  feems  to  rife, 
Yet  does  flie  nought  for  wearinefs  recoil. 
Till  the  fteep  fummit  gain'd  rewards  her  toil.'     P.  i^.. 

The  author  has  thrown  hito  the  diclion  a  fprinkling  of  the 
antique,  both  in.  the  words  and  the  call  of  exprelhon,  in  or- 
der *  to  adapt  the  colouring  and  coftume  of  language  to  the 
6  manners 
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manners  lie  defcribes  ;'  and  In  general  it  has  a  good  efFc£t'* 
though  fometimes  we  meet  with  a  hne  in  which  an  obfolete 
term  gives  rather  a  baldnefs  than  a  grace  to  the  verfe  in  which 
it  ftantis  ;  bcjtircy  for  inftance,  is  an  expletive  the  author  is 
fond  of: 

'  The  queen  be/me,  was  clofe  to  Lanval's  fide.'— 
*  Such  news  befure,  muft  elevate,  he  faid.' 

The  elegance  of  the  typographical  part  is  greatly  increafed 
by  head  and  tail-pieces,  engraved  by  the  Mr.  Bewicks  of 
Ncwcaftle.  Tliey  are  chara6leriilic  ;  and  mod  of  them  tend 
to  explain  fome  circumflance  of  the  armour  or  other  coflume 
of  the  times. 


^n  Arrangement  of  Brhyh  Plants  ;  according  to  the  latejl  Im- 
provements of  the  Linncean  Syjlem,  To  which  Is  prefixed, 
an  eajy  Introdutllon  to  the  Study  of  Botany,  lllnjlrated  by 
Copper-plates.  By  JViUlam  fFithcrlng,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
iffc.  i^c.  4  Vols.  8^-0.  i/.  12^.  Boards.  Robinfons. 
1796. 

^■^WO  editions  of  this  work  have  already  pafTed  In  review 
""■  before  us  *,  and  have  received  our  approbation  :  that  the 
voice  of  the  public  confirmed  our  opinion,  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, as  a  third  has  fo  foon  been  called  for.  Of  the  former 
editions,  the  fecond  contained  fo  much  new  matter,  from  the 
progrefTive  Improvement  of  the  fclence  of  botany,  and  from 
the  united  labours  of  the  autlior  and  thofe  friends  who  com= 
niunicated  their  difcoveries  or  obfervations  to  him,  that  it  was 
rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  new  work,  than  the  republication 
of  one  before  edited.  The  third,  which  Is  at  prefent  under 
conlideration,  has  a  flill  fuperlor  claim  to  the  fame  diftinc- 
tion  ;  much  fuperiluous  matter  and  reiterated  defcription 
being  flruck  out  to  make  way  for  newer  and  more  Interefting 
communication, — fome  new  Brltifh  genera,  and  many  new 
fpecles  introduced, — feveral  of  the  former  articles  written  en- 
tirely anew,  and  more  altered  to  advantage.  That  thefe  ad- 
ditions and  alterations  fliould  in  fo  ihort  a  period  have  become 
ncceffary,  will  appear  the  lefs  extraordinary,  when  it  is  reco!-* 
leited  that  the  memorable  lera  of  the  introduction  of  the  Lin- 
niean  library  and  mufeum  into  England  took  place  after  the 
lail  edition  mufl  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  prepared  for  the 
prcfs.  Our  attention  to  the  prefent  edition  will  therefore 
be  moll  properly  employed  in  pointing  out  thefe  improve" 

*  V(.i.  XLII.  p.  206,  and  Vol.  XI,  N.  Air.  p.  3S1. 

mentc* 


Iff'itherhig's  JrrangcmcKt  of  Bntijlo  Pldnfs,  ^gf 

jYients,  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  the  nature  and  limits 
of  a  review,  and  giving  fuch  extracts  as  will  afford  pro- 
per examples  of  the  manner  in  which  the  aiithor  has  executed 
his  laborious  talk. 

As  Dr,  Withering  has  in  his  Preface  fjiven  an  account  of  the 
moft  material  changes  in  the  plan  of  this  edition,  we  cannot  do 
better  than  to  let  him  fpeak  for  himfelf ;  and  the  rather,  as 
this  will  afford  a  fpecimen  of  his  ftyle  when  unfettered  by 
fcientific  terms,  and  that  brevity  of  exprefiion  whirh  is  juflly 
confidered  by  the  pupils  of  the  Linna^an  fchool  as  eilentially 
neceflary  in  defcribing  fubjects  of  natural  hiftorv.  The 
Preface,  after  an  introductory  paragraph,  proceeds  thus : 

*  Tlie  CTcnera  are  nou-  taken  from  Schreber's  Genera  Plantarum, 
publiflied  at  Frankfort  in  1789,  and  1791.  The  firuflure  of  each 
genus  is  illuftrated  by  references  to  fiich  figures  as  are  befi:  calcu- 
lated to  give  an  idea  of  it,  particularly  thofe  in  the  inftitutions  of 
Tournefort,  the  works  of  Gaertner,  and  the  Cryptogamios  of  Hcd- 
wig.  The  exceptions  and  obfervations  at  the  end  of  each  geiius 
are  alfo  confiderably  augmented. 

'  The  characters  of  the  fpecies  have  been  compared  with  the 
third  edition  of  the  Species  Plantarum,  and  with  Gmelin's  Syftema 
Naturae  publiflied  at  Leipfic  in  1791.  Many  of  the  fpecific  cha- 
ra(5ters,  particularly  in  the  more  difficult  tribes,  are  entirely  new, 
and  many  have  undergone  confiderable  alterations.  Tfie  author 
has  not  hefitated  in  thefe  attempts  at  improvement,  becaufe  lie  is 
fully  convinced:  that  neither  the  amendment,  nor  the  entire  change 
of  thefe  characters  can  produce  confufion  in  the  fcience,  fo  long  as 
tlie  trivial  names  remain  inviolable. 

■  '  Many  of  the  additional  defcriptions  taken  from  foreign  authors 
have  been  difcarded,  to  make  room  for  others  made  by.  the  author 
or  his  friends  from  recent  examinations  of  the  plants  as  they  "row 
in  this  ifland  :  other  defcripcions  are  fliortened,  efpecially  where  the 
plants  are  well  known,  and  indubitably  diltinguifiied  by  the  fpeci- 
fic character. 

*  The  references  to  figures  fo  ably  executed  by  Dr.  Stokes  for  a 
great  part  of  the  fecond  edition,  are  moltly  preferved  in  tliii;,  though 
not  without  fome  changes  in  the  order  of  excellence,  the  erahire  of 
a  few  which  were  found  to  be  erroneous,  and  of  others  which  were 
thousiht  too  bad  to  be  quoted'.  The  hiftorical  fafts  relative  to  the 
older  figures,  flating  which  are  copies  and  which  originals,  thouoh 
perhaps  thought  curious  by  fome  few  people,  are  omitted,  partly 
becaufe  they  are  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  this  work,  and  partly  to 
m,ake  room  for  addi'ional  references  now  given  to  infinitely  better 
figures,  in  the  con::inuations  of  Jacquin,  Bulliard,  Iledwig,  Dick- 
fon,  Retziiis,  Seguier,  Hoffman,  the  Flora  Roflica,  the  Flora  Da- 
nlca,  the  Flora  Londinenlis,  and  the  Tranfaftio.ns  of  the  Linnsean 

Society  ; 
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Society  :  befides  many  from  other  writers,  before  omitted,  and  from 
the  following  books  not  before  noticed,  viz.  Allioni  Flora  Pede- 
montana,  Hoffman's  Hiftoria  Salicum,  Kniphotf's  coloured  im- 
preffions,  Smith's  and  Sowerby's  charaderillic  figures,  Stackhoufe 
and  Velley  on  Marine  Plants,  and  Woodville's  Medical  Botany, 
Swayne's  G/amina  pafciia  and  Dickfon's  fafciculi  of  dried  plants 
are  alfo  referred  to. 

'  The  Englilli  reader  will  perceive  that  confiderable  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  terms,  by  a  nearer  approach  to  the  Linnaeaa 
language ;  but  in  this  point  the  author  rather  willingly  follows  than 
pi'efuniptuoufly  attempts  to  lead  the  public  tafte  ;  and  as  the  expla- 
natory diftionary  of  terms  is  much  enlarged  and  improved,  he 
hopes  that  no  perfon  will  have  caufe  to  regret  the  change. 

*  The  claffes  gynandria,  monoecia,  dicecia,  and  polygamia  are 
now  incorporated  with  tiie  other  clafles  ;  that  is,  the  plants  they 
contained  are  diflributed,  each  in  its  proper  clafs,  according  to  the 
number  of  ftamens.  This  alteration  in  the  fyftem  has  not  been 
made  without  the  approbation  of  profeflor  Thnnberg,  the  worthy 
fucceflbr  of  the  great  Linnaeus;  and  it  meets  the  concurrence  of 
xnoft  of  the  firft  botanifts  of  the  age. 

*  The  reader  will  find  in  the  prefent  edition,  many  fpecies  added 
to  the  Britifh  Flora,  fonie  of  them  non-defcript  :  a  few  have  been 
difcarded  becaufe  confefledly  not  indigenous,  but  fome  doubtful 
ones  are  yet  retained,  upon  the  principle,  that  their  retention  can 
produce  no  inconvenience,  whilif  their  omifTion  might  be  a  real  de- 
feft. 

'  In  the  cryptogamia  clafs,  and  in  fome  other  parts  where  the 
fpecies  are  very  numerous,  new  arrangements  have  been  attempted, 
in  hopes  of  facilitating  their  invcftigation.  The  fyftem  of  agarics 
formed  for  the  fecond  edition,  has  been  improved,  and  confiderably 
augmented ;  and  laftly,  to  gain  more  room,  the  ufes  of  the  differ- 
ent plants  have  been  thrown  into  notes  at  the  foot  of  the  page.' 
p.  v. 

The  introdaftion  to  the  Rudy  of  botany,  of  which  the  in- 
trodudlory  obfervations  prefixed  to  each  clafs  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  continuation,  has  received  fome  improvement :  thefe 
united  form  an  excellent  compendium  of  the  fcience,  and 
will  be  found  extremely  ufeful  to  learners,  previoufly  to  their 
entering  upon  the  more  arduous  but  neceflary  ftudy  of  the 
Philofophia  Botamca  of  Linnaeus,  The  introduction  to  the 
clafs  cryptogamia  in  particular,  comprifing  a  fummavy  view  of 
the  valuable  Theory  of  Hedwig,  a  work  not  generally  known 
in  England,  and  illuftrated'by  explanatory  plates  copied  from 
that  work,  though  (except  in  its  exordium)  nearly  the  fame  as 
in  the  laft  edition,  and  principally  noticed  in  our  review  at 
that  time,  is  too  valuable  not  to  be  again  brought  forward  to 
obfcrvation. 

The 
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■  ■      1  he  direflions  for  jjreferving  fpccimens  for  forrtiing  a  hor^ 

■  ilisftccus  are  nearly  the  fame  as  before,  with  tive  adqitioii  of 
'■^  method  of  prefcrvi^gy?/??^-/  in  a  rnore  effectual -manrrer,  and 
'St^lth  hefs  expenfe  than  by  the  ufe  of  fpifits.  The  di£l:ionary 
of  botanical  terms  is  confiderabl-v  increafedj  and  rendered  A'ery 
perfect.  The  lifl  of  authors  deferred  to  in  the  courfc  of  the 
Vvork  is  much  enlarged,  as 'might  be  expelled  from  the  nu- 

'  merous  publications  continually  ifTuing  from  the  prefs  both  at 
liome  and  abroad  on  botanical. fuhjetls.  Great  care  appears 
alfo  to  have  been  taken  in  the  formation  of  the  feveral  indexesp 
and  the  reference  to  the  difl^erent  parts  is  rendered  extremely 
eafy.  * 

In  this  edition  the  runnlrt'g  title  is  wholly  in  Latin  \  and  the 
trivial  names  iii  the  margin,  whtch  before  were  Englifn,  are 
alfo  Latin  5  the  reference  to  any  particular  plant  is  by  this 
much  facilitated',  the  Englilii  trivial  names-being  often  vague,, 
and  not  readily  pointing  out'  the  fpecies  required.  Nor  can 
ihis  be  inconvenient  even  to  ladies  and  fuch  botanifts  as  have 
never  regularly  learnt  the  Latin  language,  for  whom  this  work 
Is  more  particularly  intended ;  for  w6  will  venture  to  'pro- 
nounce that  no  perfon  can  ever  acquire  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  J'innxan  fyftem,  vrithout  knowing  and  under- 
•ftanding  the  Linnxan  terms  in  their  originallanguage  ;  and 
•this  is  fo  peculiar,  that' it  rtiay  be  learnt  without  having  previ- 
toufly  received  any  regular  i'nftruftions'in  the  Latin,  as  we 
have  had  occafion  to  renriark  in  more  than  one  inftan'ce. 

The  botanical  language  is,  in  our  opinion,  greatly  improved 
by  being  brought  nearerto  the  Latin,  which  has  rendered  it 
•much  more  pleafant  and  intelligible  to  fuch  readers  as  under- 
ftand  that  language,  and  not  lefs  fo  to  thofe  whd  are  xie?-.rly 
ignorant  of  it.  To  the  latter, 'vv  ho  mud  fludy  fonie  appropri- 
ate terms,  it  Is  not  at  ail  more  difficult  to  femehiber  and  apply 
the  words  r<5/v.v,  tetaly  Jiamtn^  anther^  ftyle\  than  eft:palemeni<, 
hlojjotny  chives  or  threadsy  ilpi^'jhaftsy  hit.  But  in  confe" 
quence  of  frequently  copying  from  the  hit  to  theprefent  edi- 
tion,  thefe  alterations  are  not  fo  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  aS 
they  ought  to  have  been,  occafioning  fortie  bleralfhes  <.vhlch 
xve  truil  the  author  will  remove  whenever  another  fha!!.  be 
called  for.  We  cannot,  neverthelefs^  help  remarking,  ihac 
the  attempt  to  introduce  a  botanical,  language  purely  t.nglilh 
has  always  failed;  The  publications  of  the  Litchfield  focietr^ 
though  their  language  w^s  approved  by  the  high  authority  of 
Johnfon,  have  funk  into  cbliTion ;  which,  as  the'/  have  folne 
intrinfic  merit,  can  only  be  attributt;d  lo  this  cirf^umftance; 
Our  avthor  himfeif,  in  the  pcffage  v/hich  we  have  exuaded 
from  the  Preface,  acknovrlcdges  that  he  hag  been  obligs'3,  ilk 
great  meafure,  to  give  up   this  fiivourite  idea;  and  w/  hope* 

Ckit.  Rjf  v.  Vol.  XiX.  v^/W/,  i;''/?-  %  e  iti 
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in  another  edition,  he  will  nv.ike  ftill  more  confiderablc  akera-* 
tions.  The  bnguage  ufed  by  profeflbr  Martyn  in  his  Bota- 
nical Dldlonary,  and  in  his  edition  of  Miller's  Gardener's 
Uic^ionary,  comes  the  neareft  to  our  notions  of  perfedion  in 
this  point,  though  feme,  of  his  terms  are  fuch  as  we  cannot 
entirely  approve.  >•''   %, 

::jThe  GlalTificalion  is  that  which  was  introduced  by  profefTor 
Thunberg,  and  which  feems  to  be  gaining  ground.     In  this 
the  number  of  the  clafles  is  reduced  to  twenty,  by  the  rejec- 
tion of  gynatuiria,  '/HO/iarciay  diaria,  and  polygamia.     The  firft 
of  thefe  compriftd  the  greater  part  of  the  orch'nU^y  a  truly 
natural  order;  but  feme  of  the  other  plants  arranged  in  it,  ill 
accorded  with   the  charadlerifbic  marks  of   the  clafs.     The 
others,  though  by  many  botanilts  ftill  confidered  as  neceflary, 
,  contain  no  plants  which  may  not  accord  with  the  other  cljfles, 
and  the  reduction  of  tlie  isumbfir  is  at  leaft  a  fimplification  of 
the  fyllem.     V/hethcr  the  method   of  the  learned  profelTor 
M'ill  be  generally  adoptcti,  remains  doubtful ;  we  are  not  ig- 
norant that  fome  of  the  flrft   botaniils  in  this  country  are 
averfe  to  thij  innovation  ;  and  we  do  not  think  it  incumbent 
on   us  to  give  a  decided  opinion  at  prefent  upon  a  fubjedt, 
whicli  will  probably  foon  undergo  a  full  difcuflion. 
vJ^H  the   orders,   Sir   Clisrles  Thunberg   made   no  changes 
but  fuch  as  became  neceifary,  by  the  removal  of  the  plants    i 
belonging  to  the  four  rejeftcd  clafTes  into  thofe  to  which  they 
were   then  transferred.      Dr.   Withering   has,    neverthelefs, 
made  a  very  material,  and,  in   our  opinion,  great  improve- 
uient,  by.  rejecting  the  order  monogamla  from   the  clafs  Jyn- 
gerifjw,    'dher  the  example    of  Gmelin.     The  plants  in  this 
order  have  flowers  of  a  very  different  ftru£lure  from  thofe  of 
the  reft  of  the  clafs,  and  the  anthers  of  iriola^  jajlone,  and 
impatienSf  though  (lightly  connected,  being  yet  totally  diffimi-' 
lar  to  thofe  of  the  compound  flowers.     Some  objedtion  may 
perhaps  arife  to  the  removal  of  lobeliay  in  which   the  anthers 
really  form  a  cylinder  j  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  in 
this  as  well  as  the  other  three  genera,   the  feeds  are  contained 
5n  a  capfule, — a  circumilance  which  deftroys  all  analogy  with 
the  reft  of  the  orders  in  this  clafs, — we  think  the  author  will 
l>c  confidered  as  fully  juflihed  in  adopting  this  alteration. 

ln"x\\Q  'cryptogumia  clafs,  an  addition  of  two  orders  has 
taken  place  after  Schreber.  From  four  they  are  now  in- 
rreafed  to  ijx  •,  the  hrll  of  thefe  is  called  mijcelUou\Si  includ- 
ing t\xt  getiera  equijetum-t  lycofiodiuniy  ptlutar'ui,  and  ifoetes  i  .of. 
which  the  ilcond  has  heretofore  been  arranged  with  the 
imoflcs,  and  the  three  others  with  the  ferns,  with  little  or  no 
analogy  to  eitliec.      The  title  of  Schreber,    mifcsllanea-^   is 

certainly 
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tcrtalnly  vague  and  unfcientific  ;  but  the  abfolute  anomaly  of 
the  phnts  to  the  other  orders,  and  to  each  other,  is  an  cxcufe 

tZnthljTf  ^'f""'''^  ^^^  i^  i^  ^ot  more  exeeptionable 
than  the  Jppendix  Palme-  of  Linnaeus  himfelf.  We  cannot 
however,  pafs  over  this  withoux  cxprefTing  our  furprife  ai 
hndmg  in  the  GENERA,  enuifctum  :,n<\  lycopodlum  only  m  th\^ 
order,  ^nd  pdularta  znA  ijoetes  placed  as  before  in  the  order 
1«     *  remanimg  order  is  called  hepatic^,  comprifin^ 

jungcrmanma,   marchanUa,    targloma,    blajia,  ncaay  and   a.- 
tboceios,  now  feparated  from  the  algcv,  -<-  v-    , 

Dr.  Withering  has  now  arranged  the  ^^;;^m  together  in  the 

th    r':  r'A  "^^f '-^^  ^t^  '^'^^  ^^  ^^^--  ^^^J-  head  of 
their  refpedive  fpeaes.      By  this  difpofition  they  are  more 

readily  referred  to  for  examination,  and  tlie  whole  work  makes 

hit'he?^iV^rfi,^^      ''''''^^-^  ^^^°   '^^^^^^  «f  ^"^'^^  Pl^"ts 
liitheito  publdhed  ;  no  other  author  of  a  Britifh  Flora  having- 

g.ven  the  genera  at  length.     The  additional  genera  are  la.ur.^^ 

and  calendula  :  befides  which  we  ^ndmalaxt:,  formerly  a  fpe- 
cies  of  opbrys  i  exaenrn,  before  a  fpccies  of  genliana  j  ^.;i;^ 
^r  .«v.^;-.;«i  and  ^/../.«.v;„,  before  a  fpecies  of  ./;;,,W.. 
Ihe  genera  l^umas  tfatts  and  r;-«;«^.  are  removed  from  tctra^ 
dynamtajthquofa  to  Tl  fdiculoja,  and  we  think  with  proprietv. 
ihe  generic  charaders,  though  necefTariiy  in  general  tranfla- 

la ted,  and  the  whole  modelled  and  arranged  afreflu  We  fnall 
felea  ^nc,a  and/^,  the,  latter  being  original ;  and  they  will 
at  the  fame  t.me  fcrve  for  fpccimens  of  the  botanical  language 
liied  in  this  edition.  ^     ^ 

•'  *  VICIA .    Tourn.  212.    G^ntn,    i :-. , 

^Cal.  Cup  I  leaf    tubular,  upright,  with  5  fl)a!low  clefts,  acute, 
■--hLZr  '''"'  approaching,   all  the   teeth    equal   ia 

'^Bloss.  butterfly-fliaped, 
^4  <yw«'-^  oval,  with  a  broad  oblong  ch;v,  notched  at  (he 

end,  with  a  fliarp  point  in  the  middle,  tcficaed  at  the  fide.-. 

Cbmpreffed  and  railed  in  a  line  running  lengthu-ays. 

'\  vl  ^^'T,  '''  *''''""S>  "Fight,    in  the  fliane  of  half  a  heart 
with  an  oblong  claw,  Ihorter  than  the  ftanda/d.  * 

J<vtf'  'm"'^"  °^'°""  cloven  clau-,  the  bellying  part  com- 

titir^  nnZr ''' '  ""'"^'  -""'''''  "^^^■^^^'  --^^^. 

;..l'f'f'"''^i''^'''  ^'°'^'  ^'P'"'"S  to  a  point,  arifing  from  the 
^^«ptacle,  and  iltuated  ber.een  the  united  filament  anT  the 


g"9^  TVitheting^s  ^drrmigertient  of  Britijh  Plant h 

•^  PisT.  Germen  ftrap-ihaped,  compreiTed,  long.  Style  threaci-* 
Ihaped,  fhorter,  bent  upwards,  at  a  right  angle.  Su?nmlt  bluntj 
bearded  acrofs  the  under  fide  below  the  end. 

*  S.  Vess.  Legumen  long,  like  leather,  with  2  valves  and  1  cell, 

terminated  by  a  point. 

*  Seeds  many,  roundilli.'     Vol.  i.  p,  31^. 
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Cm.,  common^  cylindrical  or  5-cornered,  tiled.  Scales  outer^ 
€gg-fpear(haped,  acute,  Cottony  ;  inner  ftllning,  coloured,  ta- 
■  pering  to  a  point. 
Bloss.  compouvd.  Florets^  hermaphrodites,  few,  tubular,  in 
the  centre.  Florets^  females  tubular,  numerous,  furrouhding 
the  former.  0\.\\cy  females,  moftly  without  petals,  fewer,  placed 
immediately  within  the  fcales  of  the  calyx. 

'  Individuals.,  hermaphrodite,  funnel- fliapfcd ;  hordtt  with  4  \ 
clefts,  expanding.  ' 

'   Individuals,  female,  immediately   furroimding  the  preced 
ing,  funnel-lhaped  ;  tube  very  llender,  fwoUen  at  the  bale  ;  bor- 
der cloven,  acute, 

*  St  AM.   Filaments  \x\.'^t  hermaphrodites  4,  very  ihort.     Anthers 

forming  a  cylinder. 

*  PxsT.    Germen,    in   the    hermaphrodites,    very    fmall,  abortive. 

Style  hair-like,  us  long  as  the  border.  Summits  2,  upright,  but 
Handing  wide. 

*  Germen  in  the  females  immediately  farrounding  thfe  above, 
oblong.  Style  hairUke,  longer  than  the  border.  Summits  2^ 
open. 

'  Females  immediately  within  the  calyx.  Germen  oblong* 
Style  hair-like j  longer  than  the  boi'der.  Summits  i,  long,  ex^ 
panding. 

*  8.  Vess.  none.     Calyx  unchanged. 

*  Seeds  of  the  hermaphrodites  barren^  crowned  with  down. 

*  --*  of  the  inner  females   oblong,  crowned.      Doiim   iliort^ 

fimplc..  '  .... 

*  ■  of  the  ouler  females  oblong,  naked.  ! 

*  Recept.  naked.  ■  j 

'  Obs.  This' geneitic  defcrip'don  is  taken  from  th^  obfervations 
^f  the  very  accurate  and  admirable  Leers  J  it  accords  with  our  fpe-- 
-cies,  which  is.  by  no  means  the  cafe  with  that  given  by  Linnaeus, 
who  is  faid  to  have  formed  it  from  a  view  of  the  Filago  acaulis.' 
Vol.  i.  p.  345. 

We  fhail  take  an  early  opportunity  of  continuing  our  ob« 
fervations  on  this  ufcful  work  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  very 
cordially  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  our  botanical 
teadersf 

(To  h  (sntinutd.) 
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Three  fuccefrje  Tours  m  the  North  of  England,  and  great  Pan 
of  Scotland.  Interfpcrjcd  with  Defcriptions  of  the  Scenes 
they  prcfettted,  and  occaf^onal  Obfervations  on  the  $tate  of 
Society^  and  the  Afannas  and  Cufloms  of  the  People.  '  By 
Henry  Skrine^  EJ^.'   /^to.     12s.     Boards.     E'lnifiy.,    1795. 

TV /f  R.  Skrine  appears  to  have  had  no  obhec  dehgn  In  thefe 
-•■''•*■  tours  than  to  gratify  that  general  curiofity  which  is  con- 
tented with  a  view  of  vifible  objedls,  without  deep  refearch, 
and  without  a  determinate  purpofe.  What  he  committed  to 
paper  was  for  his  own  aniufement :  but  the  old  inducement 
with  niodeft  authors — '  the  foHcitations  of  fome  few  partial 
friends' — is  offered  as  the  excufe  why  they  are  now  publifhed. 
We-  have  no  reafon  to  blame  the  partiaUty  of  his  friends. 
Mr.  Skrine  writes  Hke  a  gentleman,  and  a  man  of  tafte.  His 
defcriptions  arc  corred,  often  animated;  his  attention  to  ob-* 
jecSls  of  art  and  nature  well  directed;  and  thofe  who  havepur-* 
fued.  the  fame  track  will  find  their  memories  agreeably  refrefh-* 
ed  by  a  pcrufal  of  this  work. 

The  firft  of  thefe  tours  was  made  many  years  ago,  and  in-, 
eludes  part  of  the  three  counties  of  Derby,^York,  and  Not- 
tinjiham.  This  is  comprifed  in  one  chapter,  and  is  more 
hafty  and  fuperlicial  than  the  others,  ,  The.  fecond  was  taken 
in  1787,  and  '  commencing  with  the  vale  of  the  Trent  in 
Sta*Ford(hire,  approached  the  beautiful  region  of  the  lakes  of 
Cumberland,  Weftmoreland,  and  Lancafliire,  by  Liverpool, 
Prelton,  and  L,anca(ler,'  the  weftern  higlilaiids,  aiid  othet 
parts  of  Scotland,  which  he  leaves  by  Berwick.  The  third.. 
tour  was  taken  in  1793  from  Edinburgh  to  the  eaftern  coaft, 
by  St.  Andrews,  Dundee,  and  Aberdeen,  to  Fort  Ge-orge  and 
Invernefs,  &c.  ; 

In  the  couvfe  of  thefe  travels  it  waa  his  obje£t  ♦jto  mark- 
out  feme  fine  points  of  view  v/hich  have  not  yet  been  fully 
explored  or  defcribed,  to  thofe  whofe  pens, or  ptpci  s  :iiay  do 
them  more  juftlce.'  His  remarks  on  *ii;:  State.  Oi  Society' 
occur  only  in  one  inflance  5  and  we  (hajl  fel.e6l  a  few  of  therr^ 
as  a  fpecimen  of  the  wprk.  His  defcriptions  of  places  and 
icenery  cannot  be  broken  into  parts  fo  advaiitageoufiy,  ^nd 
we  have  therefore  given  a' general  character  of  ihern. 

At  the  conclufion  of  his  firft  tour  into  Scotland,  h?  gi.vea 
the  following  character  of  the  country  and  people  — 

*  On  bidding  farewell  to  this  ancient  and  fmgular  nationvt  Can^ 
not  but  look  back  with  pleafure  upon  tbetfeveial  fources  of  em«-- 
ta^inment  and  inftruftion  it  afforded  in  our  curfory  pafTage  througi\ 
itt  ■  inferior  to  its  mighty  neighbour  in  riches,  ornamerit,  and  cli- 
tSiat?,  it  ftill  exults  in.  fome  of  nature's  fhoiceft  afTemblages:  its^ 
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^ocks  and  mountains  rife  in  almoft  unrivalled  magnificence :  and 
its  lakes  expand  tlieir  glafly  bofoms  over  extenfive  vales,  beneath 
the  horrors  of  impending  precipices.  Neither  is  cuhivation  banifh- 
ed  from  the  remote'.l  regions ;  for  in  the  midft  of  fiirroiinding  de- 
ferts,  the  traveller  is  often  agreeably  furprifcd  to  find  a  valley  teem- 
ing with  every  luxuriance  rtf  waving  crops,  M'atered  by  gentle 
ftreams,  and  adorned  with  pifturefque  vilhiges.  The  fouthern  parts 
of  this  kingdom  are  flill  more  prodadive  :  and  few  counties  ia 
England  can  exceed  the  Lothians  in  fertility  ;  nor  may  that  coun- 
try be  called  bare  of  wood,  which  exhibits  rrbves  like  thofe  of 
Atljol,  Taymouth,  and  Inverary.  Noble  rivers  and  (lately  bridges 
are  to  be  found  in  every  dillrift  ;  nor  can  many  cities  in  Europe 
contend  with  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  in  magnificence, 

*  It  muli  be  confeded,  however,  that  the  common  people  of 
Scotland  are  more  than  a  century  behind  the  Englifli  in  improve- 
ment ;  and  the  manners  of  the  I.owlanders  in  particular  cannot 
fail  to  difguft  a  ftranger.  All  the  {lories  that  are  propagated  of  the 
filth  and  habitual  dirtinefs  of  this  people  are  furpafled  by  the  reali- 
ty ;  and  the  fquahd  unwholefome  appearance  of  their  garb  and 
co\intenances,  is  exceeded  by  the  wretchednefs  that  prevails  within 
their  houfes.  Their  manners  are  equally  unpleafant,  being  im- 
cftWrnunicative  and  forb'dding  in  the  extreme  ;  and  whole  groups 
of  villagers  fly  from  the  approach  of  a  traveller,  like  the  moft  un- 
tamed of  favages.  The  fcene  is  far  otherwife  on  entering  the 
Highlands;  and  where  nature  putting  on  her  ruder  drefs  intrenches 
herfelf  in  rocks,  wattrs,  and  mountains,  man  feems  to  diveft  him- 
felf  of  his  natural  ferocity,  and  appears  in  a  fofter  and  more  advan- 
tageous form. — The  Highlanders,  a  manly,  bold,  and  hardy  race, 
are  courteous  in  their  manners,  civil  in  their  addrefs,  and  hofpjta- 
ble  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  Httle  power.  Their  houfes  it  is 
true  are  mean  and  inconfiderable ;  but  within  they  are  often  as 
clean  as  their  poverty  will  allow  ;  and  their  doors  are  neveyqlofeci 
^■gainfl  the  neceffities  or  curiofity  bf  a  ftrnnger.    .  -i'ytdl  '5l>rt-„^ 

"to*  This  marked  ditlinftion  between  two  j"aces  of  inhabitants 
of  the  fame  counvry  is  curious,  and  I  believe  quite  unparalleled  in 
any  other  nation ;  neither  does  it  feem  to  wear  off  in  the  degree 
that  might  be  expected  in  the  common  progrefs  of  improvement. 
Time,  however,  mult  in  all  probability -effe<ft  it  at  laft^  as  the  in* 
tercourfe  with  England  becoaies  more  extenfive  ;  and  as  commerce, 
which  already  fpreads-its  wings  Over  the  principal  towns  of  Scotland, 
diffufes  its  blelfiiigs-  more  generally  throughout  the  kingdom.'  p.  70. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  third  tour  into  the  fame  country, 
he  refumea  this  fubje£t  — 

'  Before  I  elofe  this  account  of  our  travel,  I  feel  difpofed  to  add 
a  flew  rcflefricHs  on  the  (late  of  Scotland  and  its  inhabitants,  in 
purfuanee  oi  the  plan  I  adopted  in  my  former  tour  through  that 

5  couiitrv. 
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* 
counfrv.     Every  thing  then  feemed  tending  in  n  rapid  ftate  towards 

perfeftion  :  man,  like  the  infcft  buffting  from  its  chrylajis,  appear- 
ed to  expand  from  his  ftate  of  reft. and  inafti.vity,  a^nd  all  the  bleO"- 
ings  of  Jnduftry  "began  to  pour  their  benign  inflijence  on  this  new- 
ly awakened  people.     Hence  arofe  that  fpirit  of  emiiJation  and  in- 
vention, which  produced  new   manuta/lures,  and  improved  thofe 
already   eftabKflied  ;  hence  aifo  fprangthac. avidity  for  wealth  and 
commercial  importance  which,  together  with  the  eager  application-, 
of  its  local  and  naitural  advantages,  carried  the  Scottilh  nation  for- " 
ward  to  its  zenith  of  profperity  with  a  celerity  altogether  unprr*. 
a'leled.     The  fame   fpirit,  roufed  as  it  were  from  the-  t-orpid  ftateX 
in  which  it  had  languiftied  through  fo  many  dark  ages,  manifeflcd 
itfelf  in  all  their  public  works  and  undertakings,  as  vvell  as  in  the 
private  exertions  of  individuals ;  no  cities  in  Eriginnd  c.oilld  boaft  a 
fplendour  or  regularity  equal  to  thofe  of  Edinburgh,   Clafgow,  and 
Perth,  and  the  rifing  plantations  of  the  Scotrifti  nobility  and  gen- 
try, inftead  of  embellifliing  a  fingle  dillri«f^,  covered  the  face  of  a 
whoie  country,  and  almoft  aped  the  dignity  of  forefts. 

*  But  alas !  all  thofe  advantages  which  arife  from  the  Dolifti  and- 
refinement  of  fociety^  are  too  much  expofed  to  the  vices  growing 
out  of  their  excefs,  and  the  hafly  advance  of  Scotland  has  expofed 
it,  like  the  early  buds  of  fpring,  to  the  pernicious  effect  of  that 
chilling  torpor,  to  which  the  calamitous  events  of  1793  have  ex- 
pofed all  the  mercantile  and  commercial  \yorId.  Wanting  that 
deep  rooted  fiability,  which  (hould  have  preceded  a  difplay  of 
grandeur  and  riches,  and  embracing  a  fcale  of  undertakings  rather 
fuited  to  its  ambition  than  its  aftual  fituation,  the  fabric  became  un- 
wieldy, like  a  child  that  has  outgrown  itfelf,  and  the  whole  circulation, 
flagnated  in  a  moment  beneath  the  firft  attack  of  adverfity.  That 
(hock,  which  produced  the  temporary  concuffion  of  an  earthquake 
to  trade  in  England,  feems  to  have  affli(5led  the  frame  of  Scotland 
with  an  univerfal  palfy,  and  nothing  can  be  imagined  more  deplo- 
rable than  the  afpe<5l  Glafgow  in  partjcuhtr  exhibited  in  the  almoft 
extingiiiflied  flate  of  its  commerce,  and  the  fudden  derclidion  of 
its  half  finifhed  buildings.  The  undue  extenfion  of  paper  credit 
fufFered  the  fame  fevere  blow  as  in  England  ;  but  here,  where  little 
elfe  but  paper  was  current,  the  ftroke  was  more  fenfibly  felt,  and 
13  more  difficult  to  be  recovered.  Wife  and  prudent  meafures  may 
however  hi  part  remove  the  load  and  avert  the  impending  evil,  the 
plan  mull  be  contrafted  within  its  proper  compafs,  the  intrinfic 
wealth  and  power  of  the  nation  confidcred  in  forming  the  outline, 
and  the  advance  muli  be  flow  and  progrclfive.  A  gradual  and  re- 
gular improvement  in  all  the  orders  of  fociety  will  follow,  inflead 
of  thofe  vehement  efforts  by  which  a  few  individuals  have  adorned 
their  immediate  territory,  while  the  general  mafs  has  undulated  in 
an  imperfect  i^ate  gf  fermentatioti. 

-■-:!?,  r.  L  e  4.  <  Through 
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'  Through  all  the  exten^  of  this  country  that  I  pafled,  afte?  aa. 
interval  of  fix  years,  I  could  not  but  lament,  in  almoft  every  quar- 
ter, the  general  fruftration  of  my  fanguine  prophecies  in  favour  of 
the  Skcotlifli  nation,  and  the  little  progrcfs  that  rehnement,  which 
then  fe^med  haftiiy  advancing,  appears  naw  to  have  made  in  fo 
long  a  period.  ,  It  may  be  difficult  to  trace  tbJs  properly  to  it^ 
iburce ;  but  jndependent  ci  all  impediments  which  have  arifen 
from  the  lat^  perplexed  ftate  of  public  credit^  niuch  may  probably 
be  3CCo;jnted  for  from  the  condition  of  the  feveral  orders  of.  fo- 
ciety,  and  their  habituaJ  adhsrence  to  ancient  prejudices.  In  Eng- 
land, the  fcale  is  gradual  and  determined  between  the  higheft  and 
the  lowefl  fituation  -,  the  nobility  generally  enjoy  thefplendour  an.-=; 
iiexed  to  their  ftation  without  poflelfing  an  undue  influence ;  and 
while,  the  rights  of  the  peafant  are  as  fully  afcertained  as  th.ofe  of 
the  prince,  his  enjoyments  are  as  powerfully  fecured.  The  ample 
poffcIRons  of  the  gentry,  and  the,  opulence  derived  from  commerce, 
forii).  the.  iiitei:n\ediate  link?  of  the  great  chain  of  focigty,  and  the 
■whple.  is  fo  w-e!l  copneded  by  reciprocal  advantages,  and  fo  per- 
fcilly  tempered  by  tiaie.  and.  experience,  that  it  ad^s  with  all  the 
energy  of  union,  and  is  fully  equal  to.  correct  fuch  defefts  as  may 
occaGonally  rife  iathe  fyftem,  \yithout  loofening  the  great  band  of- 
sational  concord.  .  In  Statland,  we  fee  the  fame  difpoiition  to  ad- 
vantage the  public,  without  the. fame  ability;  prejudices  of  long 
Jlandlng  interrupt  the  regular  movement  of  the  machine;  and  the 
JTi§ny  efforts  which  have  bpen  made,  though  highly  commendable,, 
have,  failed  in  their  effeft,  for  want  of  that  univtjifal  impulfe,  which 
ajone.can  operate  a  lafting  change.'     g.  159. 

To  account  for  this,  he  depi6^s  the  charn6:er  of  the  Scotch, 
siobyjty  and  lairds,  who,  in  his  opinion,  are  abfolute  and  aU 
nnoft  omnipotent  J  but  for  this  we  refer  our  readers  to  the 
work  5"^  and  take;  leave  of  it  by  remarking,  that,  if  what  Mr. 
8krine  here  aflerts  of  the  ftate  of  fociety  and  improvement  in 
Scotland  be  juft,  it  is  not  that  kind  <)f  information  which 
could  have  been  colle6ted  in  a  fhort  tour-;  and;  h-e  appears  fo 
inattentive  to  the  progr-efs  of  arts,  fciences,  and  rnanufaftures 
in  Scotland,  that  we  cannot  reckon  it  fair  to  charaflerife  a 
whole  people,  without  giving  his  readers  fonrt^  prOofs  to  con- 
vince #/^pzV  judgments,  who,  in  defcriptions  like  that  Uift  quot- 
ed, have  been  too  apt  to  feek  only  for  the  gratification  of  their 
prejudices..  We  do  not,  however,  mean  to  accufe  our  author 
of  miireprefentation.  We  only  doubt  v.-he-ther  be  had  oppor- 
tunities to  form  fo  decided  an  opinion  of  the  Itate  of  fociety; 
.in   Scotland:  and  if  he  had,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing* 

.  '^hat  thofe  oppoitunitjes  were,  and  hb^y  enjoyed." 
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Jifilrtary  Ohfervntions  In  a  Tour  through  ParfofrfaKcg^  Ffen!;% 
Flanders^  and  Luxembourg.  By  J.  C.  Pleydcli,  Ejq-  ^0. 
Is.  (^4'     Boards.     Robinfons.     1795- 

fT^HE  author  of  this  publication,  having  had  the  advantage 
"*•  of  travelling  under  th?  aufpices  of  his  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Gloceller,  was  enabled  to  be  more  minute  in  his  ex-*- 
amination  of  the  different  objefts  of  a  military  defcriptioui, 
^han  under  other  circumftanqcs  w-ould  have  been  confifteijtr 
yi^ith  his  perfonal  fafety, 

*  The  following  letters  (fays  he)  were  written  to  the  late  lieute* 
nant-gencral  Harvey,  adjutant -general  of  his  majefty's  forces,  dur- 
ing a  tour  to  the  continent  in  the  year  1775,  being  only  part  of  a, 
larger  work  continued  in  1776  and  1777,  through  Swabia,  the 
Tyrol,  and  Italy.  I  long  liace  intended  to  have  publiflied  the 
whole,  with  the  numerous  drawings  naturally  connected  with  it — . 
but  have  been  hitherto  prevented  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  expence,' 
?•  vi. 

From  thefe  dates  it  Is  evident  that  our  author's  reprefenta«f 
tions  are  exclufively  thofe  under  the  old  French  regime',  yet 
they  are  neverthelefs  inrerefting,  and,  to  military  men,  cannot 
but  be  valuable  even  under  chat  difadvantagc.  Of  the  ftylc 
and  manner  of. the  workj  a  continuance  of  which,  wt.  arc 
told,  *.  muft  depend  on  the  reception  fuch.  a  nov^^l  mode  of 
travelling  may  meet  with,"  our  readers  will  form  their  opinion, 
from  the  following  cJt tract — 

'■  It  is  almoft  one  continued  flat'  (fays  the  author)  'from  Rheimr 
to  Chaalons.  The  river  Vefle  is  crofftd  about  five  miles  from  th^ 
former.  The  banks  are  well  vvoodedx  and  near  tbe  villige  Les- 
Petites-Loges,  fom^  heights  covered  with  trees,  riih  oh  to  thd 
jright.  iVIaay  fmall  villages  are  fcattered  over  this  pbin  ;  and  ap- 
proaching Chaalons,  it  is  much  ihclofed,  particularly  along  the 
river  Marne.  I  could  perceive  by  the  crops,  both  cut  down  anci 
ilranditig,  that  the  foil  is  in  general  fertile. 

*  Chaalons  has  much  the  air  of  a  German  town,  being  built  al- 
moft entirely  of  wood,  with  the  ends  of  the  houfes  totiard's'tbe' 
ftreets,  as  at  Bremen,  &c«  Xt  is  v^ry  badly  paved,  and  the  ftreets 
narrow.  Thty  are  now  ercvfting  a  magnificent  tnwn-houfe.  In, 
this  part  of  the  country,  the  common  (tone  ufed  in  building  is  of 
a  foft  chalky  nature:  there  are  many  quarries  in  the  neighbour-* 
hood.  The  chevalier  de  Crancc  de  Loify  is  what  they  call  gover- 
nor-command;int  ;  but  only  one  company  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps 
is  {Rationed  there,  confifting  of  four  hundred  men,  commanded  by 
an  exempt.  The  fortifications  are  in  very  indifferent  repair.  Near 
^he  town  are  fome  fine  public  walks, 

'  T.hc 
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*  Tiie  fame  flat  open  country  continues  to  St.  Menehoud,  which 
lies  in  a  little  va!e  upon  the  river  Aifne.  A  marfliy  bottom  opens 
to  the  right,  foon  after  leaving  Chaalons,  ftill  enlarging  as  we  ap- 
rroacli  the  former.  Defcending  to  the  town,  a  formidable  defill 
appears  to  the  right,  the  banks  of  the  Aifne  becoming  very  com- 
manding. St.  Menehoud  is  but  fmall,  nor  are  any  troops  ftation- 
cd  there  :  h.owever,  there  is  a  governor,  comte  Defpies. 

*  Nothing  can  be  inore  beautiful  and  romantic  than  the  hilly 
country  between  this  place  and  Clermont-en-Argonne,  forming  a, 
very  ftrong  pafs  near  the  latter.  There  is  abundance  of  wood,  in- 
Terf{)erred  with  pleafant  little  vallies  and  arable  land.  This  tra6t  is 
vrry  extenfive,  and  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Foreft  of  Argoimc, 
lyltiCT  chiefly  in  the  diftrift  called  the  Clemiontois,  It  rims  generally 
in  a  north-weft  and  fouth  eaft  direction,  between  two  confiderable 
branches  of  the  river  Aifne. 

*  There  is  a  great  dcfcent  to  Verdun,  fitnated  in  a  marfhy  bot- 
tom, on  the  banks  of  the  river  Meufe,  which  is  very  broad  :  It  is 
the'cliief  town  in  the  Verdunois,  in  the  province  of  Lorraine,  and 
ieems  ftrongly  fortified,  with  a  large  citadel,  but  is  certainly  com- 
I'lianded  by  the  neighbouring  heights.  The  works  appear  old,  and 
in  fome  places- decayed.  They  are  at  prefent  repairing  them  near 
the  efplanade.  I  obferved  many  cracks  in  the  ramparts  of  the 
citadel,  which  are  conftrufted  with  too  little  iahts — indeed  thev  are 
almoft  perpendicular.     The  town  is  large  and  populous, 

*  The  barracks  are  CAiendve  buildings ;  thofe  for  the  cavalry  are 
particularly  excellent.  The  bifliop's  palace  is  upon  a  fine  rifing 
ground,  with  a  beautiful  terrace  over  the  river  Meufe,  The  banks 
are  flat ;  the  foil  clay,  mixed  with  fand ;  but  on  each  fide  of  this 
vale,  there  is  a  gentle  rife,  moftly  covered  with  wood. 

'  The  marquis  de  Chazeron  is  governor  both  of  the  to\vn  and 
citadel.  The  garrifon  confifts  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  royal 
Piemont,  and  four  battalions  of  infantry,  viz.  regiment  Poitou, 
two  battalions;  and  a  Swifs  regiment,  Caftella,  two  battalions: 
there  ^re  alfo  feven  companies  of  miners. 

'  As  they  were  at  this  time  carrying  on  their  annual  pra<ftlce  of 
mining,  the  front  of  a  polygon,  to  a  very  large  fcale,  was  conftrutft- 
fd  near  the  citadel.  ^^I.  de  Gribeauval  was  juft  arrived  from  La 
Fere,  .with'  colonel  de  Rugy.  Every  part  of  that  branch  of  en- 
gineering was  fully  illuftrated  in  a  mafterly  ftile.  The  galleries 
vere  numerous,  running  in  various  directions  from  the  main  galle- 
ry, luider  the  places  of  arms  and  covered  way,  to  a  great  diftance 
beyond  the  glacis.  They  feemed  to  avoid  all  capitals.  The  up- 
rights and  crofs-beams  were  joined  with  the  greateft  neatnefs,  and 
the  whole  Hning  of  the  galleries  moft  compactly  finiflied.  The 
palTage  to  the  great  ditch,  under  the  curtain  of  the  work,  was  ele- 
gantly vaulted  with  freefione. 

.  '»    The  fcvcn  companies  of  miners  are  fufficient  to  fupply  all  the 

reliefs, 
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fcliefs,  though  the  work  is  fo  extenfive.  A  great 'many  young 
officers,  engineers  as  ■well  as  others,  conftantly  attend.  The  corp', 
of  miners,  is  compofed  of  excellent  workmen,  carpenters,  mafons, 
&c.  As  the  foil  of  this  fpot  is  a  compacft  gravel,  mixed  with  hnrd 
clay,  the  mining  is  attended  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  la- 
bour. 

'  The  regiment  of  cavalry,  was  the  beft  I  had  yet  feen  in  every 
refpeft  ;  and  the  four  battalions  of  infantry  uncommonly  good. 
The  regiment  of  Swifs  are  of  a  larger  fize  than  the  national  troops ."^ 


?.  2 
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Cadell  ««fl' Davies.     1795. 

'TpHE  mod  conriderable  of  thefe  poems  is  that  entitled  7}>e 
Birth  of  Pocjy^  in  three  cantos.     It  opens,  not  unpoeti- 
Cally,  by  the  following  lines — • 


*  Hafte,  heavenly  Mufe  !  to  whom  thefe  arts  belong, 

To  trace  the  fources  of  eternal  fong. 

Say  firft,  Omnifcient !   fay  what  genial  clime 


JJore  beauteous  Poefy  ;  what  happy  time  ? 

Mid  reeds  umbrageous  lay  the  babe  conceal'd 

Where  Nilus  deluges  the  thirfty  field  ? 

From  caves  invifible  whofe  waters  bring 

A  golden  harveft  to  the  lap  of  Spring — • 

Or  lav  flie  fofter'd  near  where  Indus  laves 

His  rocks  of  adamant  with  dufky  waves  : 

CooI'd  by  whofe  breeze  the  gladden'd  negro  roves 

Thro'  wide  favannahs  form'd  in  palmy  groves? 

Perplexing  doubt,  with  hazy  veil  denies 

The  glorious  retrofpeft  to  mortal  eyes  : 

Or,  clad  in  varied,  daxzling,  thin,  attire, 

Fiction  perfuades,  then  checks,  our  vain  defirc.'     p.  3. 

To  our  great  furprife,  we  next  meet  with  an  account  of 
the  creation  of  Adam,  and  the  fall,  which  puts  us  a  little 
in  mind  of  the  lady  in  Prior,  who,  to  make  things  JJ/ort^ 
came  dozvn  to  Jdam.  Our  author,  however,  pretty  foon 
comes  down  to  Orpheus  and  the  earlier  Greek  poets,  and 
thence  goes  on  to  charadlerife  Tyrtoeus,  Sappho,  and  feve- 
ral  others,  and  concludes  with  Anacreon.  We  confefs  we 
do  not  fee- the  author's  plan  fo  diftindly  as  we  could  wifh, 
in  the  ordonnance  of  his  poem ;  perhaps  it  would  be  clearer 
were  the  poem  finifhed  j  for  he  tells  us  his  dcfign  is  not  com- 
pleted by  one  or  two  books.  \n  the  mean  time  we  are  ready 
te  acknoNvJcdge,  that  what  he  has  given  us  contains  a  good 

deal 
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deal  of  pleaGng  defcrlption  and  fmooth  verfification  ;  and  xih'A 
powers  were  more  concentrated,— r-if  he  chofe  to  exercife  judg- 
inent  as  well  as  fancy,  and  to  give  to  his  pieces  that  effect 
■which  can  only  be  produced  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  a  judi- 
cious and  well-digefted  plan, — we  doubt  not  but  he  would  pro-., 
dace  fomething  v/orthy  the  attention  of  the  public.  In  the 
jnean  time  we.  will  gratify  our  readers,  by  quoting  the  follow* 
jng  lines  from  his  defcription  of  Anacrepii;  part  of  which  ?*& 
>(?<«fthy  tl;^  pencil  of  Albano — 

*  Not  thus  Anacreon  :  hs,  amid  the  groves 
Of  echoing  Teos,  warbled  wiideft  loves. 
But  never  there  the  fiend  fierce  Envy  ftiook 
Her  fnakes  voluminous,  with  ghaftly  look. 
His  verfe  fubdned  her  rage,  his  verfe  difarm'd 
.  Her  horrid  creft,  nor  dar'd  file  thence;'be  charmed « 
]pttt»  .^'heu  afar  ill e  heard  the  lovely  yOutb, 
$he  bit  her  lips  with  fiery  yenom'd  tooth.  . 

While  he,  with  pkafing  wiles  and  amorous  fay. 
Beheld  his  rofes  bloom,  his  doves  and  Cupids  pl^y^ 
Anear,  with  radiant  eye  and  dimpled  fmile, 
Appear'd  the  goddefs  of  the  Cyprian  ifle :  ■ 
BJeft  in  immortal  vouth  :   her  fnowv  waift 
Nectar  bedevv'd  and  myrtle  wreaths  embracet^, 
IjO  !  'neath  hpf  feet,  and  round  her  ftiady  court, 
Graces  ynveil'd  ahd  glowing  Loves  difport. 
Some  on  her  heaving  breaft,  and  temples,  twine 
With  apt  device,  the  tendrils  of  the  vine. 
Some,  tired  by  play,  in  pleafing  languor,  feize 
Her  purple  tunic  or  her  po!ifh'd  knees. 
The  violet  thus,  unconfcious  rival !   blows 
Beneath,  and  woodbines-  cUng  araund  the  rofe  ; 
Infinuate,  here  and  there,  a  thoufand  arms, 
5111  their  pink  horns  with  nei5far  from  her  charms-r*. 
And  fill  again — the  buzzing  bee,  their  gueft, 
Enjoys  the  prtTent  in  ti>e  (uiiire  /eaft  ; 
W^hiie  they,  inebriate  by  the  lufciqus. gale,,' 
F<aU  to  the  eartii,  and  moralize  a  tale. 

*'  But  hark  \  what  mufic  on  the  zephyr  floats 
In  .fprightly  cadences  !  in  honey 'd  notesi 
Sounds  fuch  as  thefe  w'ere  heard  from  Memnon's  fanf 
When  Sol  firli  d;irtcd  on  the  dewy  plain; 
While  mighty  Thebes  the  boall  of  Egypt  flood, 
Nor  proud  Cambyfes  raged  for  gold  or  blood, 
I  know  the  lay  :  divine  Anacreon  fings, 
And  Cupids  waft  it,  on  applsulive  wings ; 

'         '      ■     \  "  ■  Tox^- 
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Thro' cryftd  cups,  wherev^'ith  the  board  is  crownM, 
They  urge  the  gently-undulating  fouiul, 
:  His  twofold  tribute,  there,  Apollo  pays — 

Fills  with  vibrations  foft,  and  tender-twinkling  rays. 
As  mov«s  the  win^e,  the  lutid  beams  it  buoys 
With  placid  furge,  and  darts  delicious  joys. 
There  Loves,  on  tiptoe,  flutter  round  the  brim, 
Or  ftand  afide  it,  and  \v5th  garlands  trim. 
One,  ever  playful,  'ci-ofs  the  furface  blows 
The  lucid  concave  of  a  fliedded  rofe. 
Another,  bending  deeper  o'er  the  fide. 
Sips  up  with  rapture  the  receding  tide.'     P.  52. 

We  mtifl:  obje£l  to  the  awkward  word  anear,  and  the  con- 
traftiori  'neath.  ■  ' 

The  Jpology  for  Satire  is  an  imitation  of  Pope's,  *  mn 
paribus  aquh.'  The  ftory  of  Pyramus  and  Thlibe  is  not  bet- 
ter done,  to  fay  the  leaft,  than  the  tranflations  we  have  long 
been  in  poffeffion  of.  Abelard  to  Eloife  brings  the  author 
asain  in  competition  with  Pope  ;  a  circumftance  which  rane- 
fty-nitie  authors  out  of  a  hundred  v/ould  do  well  to  avoid. 

The  reft  of  the  volume  confifts  of  mifcelianeous  poems* 
in  which  we  fee  nothing  particularly  to  notice, — many  Latin 
icoples  of  verfes,  v/hich  fiiow  the  author's  abilities  as  a  fcho- 
iar,— rand  a  moral  epiftle  to  earl  Stanhope,  in  which  parry  is 
^uch  more  confpicuous  than  poetry. 


General  Fi'ezv  of  the  ^Agriculture  of  the  CovMy  of  hane after  : 
•  with  Ohjtivations  on  the  Ahans  of  its  Improvement.  Drazv^i 
tip  for  the  Cisnjideration  of  the  Board  of  Jgricult'Ure  and  in" 
ternal  Improvement y  from  the  Communieatisns  of  Mr.  Johfi- 
Holt)  of  IValton^  near  Liverpool  %  and  the  additional  R>e- 
rnarks  -of  feveral  refpe£lable  Gentlemen  and  Farmers  in  she 
Coufity.     %vo.     ^s.  fewed.     Robinfons.  ■  1795. 

T  N  agriculture,  as  in  every  other  fcience,  the  firft  ob]e£l  h 
•*■  to  collect  and  afcertain  fa£ls.  In  this  way  the  furveys  o£ 
the  difFercnt  diftri£ls  of  a  country  become  highly  ufeful  and 
tntercdiug,  and  fupply  the  neceflary  materials  for  a  general 
fyftem  of  hufbandry.  7'he  ultimate  views,  and  the  mode  of 
arrangement  which  the  Board  of  j^griculture  has  marked  outj, 
aire  thefc.     To  afcertain— « 

*  I.  The  riches  to  be  obtained  from  the  furface  of  the  nauoral 
territory*  .  <  . 

'  1.  The  mineral  or  fubterraneous  treafures  of  wluch  th?  coya- 
|rj  is  poifened!, 

'  3.  Th« 
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*  3.  The  wealth  to  be  derived  from  its  flreams,  rivers,  canals, 
inland  navigations,  cAafls,  and  fifheries :  and 

*  4.  The  means  of  promoting  the  improvement  of  the  people 
in  regard  to  their  health,  induftrj',  and  morals,  founded  on  a  fta- 
tiftical  furvey,  or  a  minute  and  careful  inquiry  into  the  adual  ftatc 
of  every  parochial  diilridt  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  circumftances 
of  its  inhabitants. 

*  Under  one  or  other  of  thefe  heads,  every  point  of  real  im- 
portance, that  can  tend  to  promote  the  general  happiuefs  of  a  great 
nation,  feems  to  be  included.'     p.  i. 

But  from  the  extenfive  nature  of  tliefe  invertlgatlons,  and 
their  differing  materially  from  each  other,  the  attention  of  the 
Board  has  been  principally  diredlied  to  the  firll  objeft,  the 
cultivation  of  the  furface,  and  the  refources  which  may  be 
drawn  from  it. 

*  That  the  fa(5ls  efTential  for  fuch  an  inveftigation,  might  be  col- 
leifted  with  more  celerity  and  advantage,  a  number  of  intelligent 
and  refpedable  individuals  were  appointed,  to  furnifli  the  Board 
with  accounts  of  the  iiate  of  hufbandry,  and  the  means  of  im- 
proving the  different  diftrids  of  the  kingdom.  The  returns  they 
icnt  were  printed,  and  circulated  by  every  means  the  Board  of  A- 
oriculture  could  devife,  in  the  diftrids  to  which  they  refpec^ively 
related;  and  in  confequence  of  that  circulation,  a  great  mafs  of 
additional  valuable  information  has  been  obtained.  For  the  pur- 
pofe  of  communicating  that  information*  to  the  public  in  genera), 
but  more  efpecially  to  thofe  counties  the  moft  interefted  therein, 
the  Board  has  refolvtd  to  re- print  the  furvey  of  each  county,  as 
loon  as  it  feemed  to  be  fit  for  publication  ;  and  among  feveral  equally 
advanced,  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Lancafter  were  pitched  upon 
tor  the  commencement  of  the  propofed  publication;  it  being 
thought  mod  advifable,  to  begin  with  one  county  on  the  eaftern, 
and  another  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  ifland.  When  all  thefe  . 
liirveys  fliall  have  been  thus  re-printed,  it  will  be  attended  with  . 
lutle  difficulty  to  draw  up  an  abftraft  of  the  whole  (which  will  no£ 
probably  exceed  two  or  three  volumes  quarto)  to  be  laid  before  his 
majefty,  and  both  houfes  of  parliament ;  and  afterwards,  a  general 
report  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  country,  and  the  means  of  its 
improvement,  may  be  fyftematically  arranged,  according  to  the 
various  fubjects  conneiled  with  agriculture.  Thus  eVery  individual 
in  the  kingdom  inay  have, 

'  *■  1'.  An  account  of  the  hufbandry  of  his  own  particular  coun- 
ty r 'or;-  ' 

'  2.  A  general  view  af  the  agricultural  ftate  of  the  kingdom  at 
large,  according  to  the  counties,  or  diftridj,  into  wiiich  it  is  divid-» 
edi  or, 

«  3.  An 
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*  3.  An  arranged  fyftem  of  information  on  agricultural  fubje^fts, 
■    whether  accumulated  by  the  Board  fince  its  eftablifliment,  or  pr.e- 

vioufly  known  j 

*  And  thus  information  refpeifting  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and 
agricultural  knowledge  in  general,  will,  be  attainable  with  every 
poflible  advantage.'     r.  ii. 

Whether  the  adopting  of  *  one  uniform  model'  pf  drawing 
up  the  reports  be  fuitable  to  every  county,  or  whether  it  be 
that  which  is  the  moftadvantageoufly  ufeful  in  fuch  an  underi> 
taking,  we  (hall  not  at  prefent  inquire.  It  is  the  plan  which 
the  Board  has  chofen,  and  which,  in  raany  refpedls,  is  cer- 
tainly Convenient. 

We  have  been  thus  full  in  explaining  the  views  and  the  plan 
of  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  in  order  that  we 
may  not  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  them  in  our  examination 
«f  the  furveys  of  other  diftrids. 

We  notice,  with  much  pleafure,  an  obfervation  which  f!ie 
writer  of  this  furvey  makes,  in  fpeaking  of  the  divifions  of 
the  county.  It  is  this.  '  In  the  Fildc,'  (fays  he)  *  fince  the 
circulation  of  the  Lancafhire  report  there,  a  new  fpirit  for 
agricultural  improvements  has  arifen,  particularly  in  regard  to 
draining,  watering,  making  compofts,  manuring  their  lands, 
&c.'  The  land  in  this  part  of  the  county  has  long  been  con- 
ducted on  a  miferablc  fyilem  of  management,  though  pofTefled 
of  coniiderable  natural  fertility. 

The  remarks  *  on  buildings,'  in  the  third  chapter,  are,  in 
general,  triflings  and  fometlmes  but  little  connedied  with  the 
particular  object  of  the  writer's  inquiry.  Thofe  on  cottages, 
though  few,  are  of  more  utility. 

The  following,. as  well  as  many  others  in  the  fame  chap* 
ter,  we  think  judicious  remarks — 

*  A  certain  method  to  excite  improvement  would  be  to  let  farms 
to  men  of  Induftry,  ingenuity,  and  property,  upon  reafonablc 
tirms,  and  give  leafes  for  21  years,  free  from  arbitrary  covenants; 
without  this  nothing  can  excite  a  general  and  efFcftual  improve- 
ment. For  fuppole  a  farmer  to  lay  out  a  few  fcore  or  himdred 
pounds  upon  his  farm  in  ufeful  improvements  ;  his  landlord  fees  the 
advantage  he  is  making,  fends  a  vainer  to  look  over  his  fiirm  ;  who, 
never  conlidering  (nor  being  told)  what  he  has  done,  lays  a  tax 
Upon  his  induftry,  and  makes  him  pay  intereft  for  his  own  money. 
Daily  experience  proves  the  truth  of  this  afTertion,  and  will  ever 
operate  to  the  deftrucftion  of  improvement,  and  of  courfe  to  the 
great  difadvantage  of  the  public'     P.  25. 

In  the  chapter  on  *  inclofing,'  we  meet  with  fomc  obfervations 
which  the  practical  farmer  may  apply  with  advantage.    Th^ 
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fafis  refpe^ting  the  increafc  of  population' by  inclourig,  ari!j 
important  in  different  points  of  view  j,  and  they  ihow  clear- 
ly the  vail  utility  and  advantage  that  may  be.detived  from  the 
cultivation  of  our  wafle  lands. 

*  In  confcquefjce  of  inclofures  and  divifionj  evciy  occupier  haS 
>]»rqueftionably  the  means  of  cultivating  his  lands  to  the  heft  ad- 
vantage to  himfelf ;  but  hie  cannot  t^tdi  this  without' affording  ad- 
yantages  to  the  pubhc  at  large;  Superior  cultivation  requires  more 
labour^  which  requires  a  greater  quantity  of  hands.  The  lands 
J-ield  increafed  returns  ;  and  produce  both  meaiis  to  increafe  popu- 
iadon,  and  give  food  to  the  increafe  upoji  better  terrns,'     p.  47. 

The  information  refpc6ling  the  pra6liee  of  falJov/ing,  as 
U'ell  as  thit  on  the  rotation  of  crops,  is  far  from  being  fatis- 
factory;  there  is  nothing  like  fyfteni  on  thefe  points;  they 
fcem  to  be  procefTes  that  are  performed  at  random,  and  as  il: 
vere  by  chance.  We  do  not  mean  to  blame  the  remarks  of 
the  furveyor  ;  they  are  frequently  judicious*- it  is  the  abfurdity 
of  the  pra6lice  of  the  county  that  we  condemn*  l^he  me- 
thod of  practice  for  the  cultivation  of  potatoes  is  much  more 
judicious  and  valuable.  It  is,  however,  too  long  to  be  infertcd 
here.  A  curious  method  of  managing  early  forts  of.  this 
cicelient  vegetablei  we  fhal!  prefeiit  to  the  reader — 

*  Upbn  the  fame  ground,  from  which  a  crop  has  already  bee« 
taken,  the  early  feed  jjotatoes  are  in  fome  places  afterwards  plant- 
fed  ;  \&hich,  after  being  got  op  about  November,  are  immediately 
cut  up  into  fets,  and  preferved  in  oat  fliells,  or  favv-duf^,  where 
they  remain  tilt  March,  v/hpn  th-sy  arc  planted,  after  having  had 
bne  fpit  taken  off,  and  planted  with  another^  of  a  length  fuffic lent 
to  appear  above  ground  in  the  fpace  of  a  week. 

*  But  the  moft  approved  method  is,  to  cut  the  fets,  atid  put  thetrt 
bn  a-  rodm-fiooTj  v/here  a  llrong-current  of  air  can  be  introduced 
at  pleafure,  the  fets  laid  thinner,  viz.  about  two  lays  in  depth,. and 
toverid  with  the  like  materials,  (fliells  or  faw^duft)  about  2  inches 
thick  ;  this  fcreens  them  from  the  winter  frofts,  and  keeps  then 
tnoderately  w\-irm,  canting  them  to  Ttgeratt;  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
admits  air  to  ftrengthen  them,  aiid  harden  their  flfoots,  which  the 
cultivators  improve  by  opening  the  doorS  and  windows  oh  every 
opportunity  afforded  by  mild  foft  weather  :  they  frequently  exa- 
rniue  them,  and  when  tlie  fhoots  are  fprung  an  inch  and  a  half^or  a 
inches,  they  carefully  remove  one  half  of  their  covering,  with  t 
wooden  rake,  or  with  the  hands,  taking  care  Ji«t  to  diflurb,  or 

,  break,  the  flioots.  Light  is  requifite  as  well  as  air,  to  flrengthes 
and  eftablifli  the  flioots :  oil  which  account  a  ercen-houfe  has  the 
tidvantage  of  a  tX)om,  but  a  fodtfl  anfwers  very  well  with  a  good 
i^fiadow  or  two  ia  itj  ahd  if  to  the  fun  ftill  better, — -In  this  mail- 
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fter  Ihfey  fuffer  them  to  remain  till  the  planting  feafon,  giving  tliem 
all  the  air  poffible  by  the  doors  and  windows,  when  it  can  be  done 
with  fafety  from  fro'ft :  l"ry  this  method  the  flioots  at  the  top  become 
green,  leaves  are  fprung,  and  are  moderately  hardy.  They  then 
plant  them  in  rovvs,  in  the  ufual  method,  by  a  fetting  ftick,  and 
carefully  rake  up  the  cavities  made  by  the  fctting-{lick  ;  by  this 
method  they  are  enabled  to,  bear  a  little  trofl:  without  injury.  The 
earlieft  potatoe  is  the  fiiperfme  white  kidney  ;  from  this  fort,  upon 
the  fame  ground,  have  been  raifed  4  crops ;  having  fets  from  the 
repofitory  ready  to  put  in  as  foon  as  the  other  were  taken  up  ;  and 
a  fifth  crop  is  fometimes  raifed  from  the  fame  lands,  the  fame  year;, 
of  tranfplantcd  winter  lettuce.  The  firft  crop  had  thie  advantage  of 
a  covering  in  frofly  nights.'     p.  61. 

On  wafte  land-j,  and  the  means  of  imprbvmg  themj  we  cb- 
ferve  feme  ufeful  hints.  But  in  a  county  where  the  produce 
IS  very  inadequate  to  the  confumption,  \i/e  could  not  havtf^ 
fuppofed  that  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  rerhalned  in  an  uncultivated  ftate^  This,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Holt  Hates  to  be  the  cafe,  on  the  authority  cf  Mr. 
Yates,  who  made  calculations  with  this  particular  delign. 

The  facls  concerning  the  improvement^  and  methods  of 
bringing  mofies  into  cultivation,  deferve  to  be  more  generally 
knowHe 

The  circurnftances  relative  to  the  conftrucSiiort  of  drains 
are  detailed  in  too  concife  a  way  to  be  ufefui.  On  the  prac- 
tice of  paring  and  burning,  the  furveyor  fays — 

*  Paring  and  burning  has  beeii  too  much  praftifed,  itsdeftrudive 
effects  are  but  too  apparent  upon  mahy  farms  w-here  it  has  been 
frequently  repeated.  Great  crops  may  have  been  procured,  by  thi? 
means,  for  a  few  years ;  but  the  foil  in  the  end  is  deftroyed.  Upon 
firoag  bent,  heath,  fungo;.-.3  mofs,  matted  ruflies,  or  turfy  peat 
lands,  the  praAice  may  be  good,  and  if  only  repeated  till  thofe 
bodies  are  deftroytd,  is  attended  with  fuccels. 

'  Paring,  with  the  burning,  is  a  laborious  and  troublefome  mode 
of  cultivation;  its  fuccefs  depends  upon  circurnftances,  and  one 
crop  out  of  three  is,  in  many  inftances,  the  amount  of  what  may 
be  expefted  to  be  reaped  in  fecurity.  Aftei"  the  fods  have  been 
dried  and  burhed  in  fmall  heaps,  the  afhes  are  fpread  upon  the 
ground  whilft  yet  warrh,  and  the  ground  ploughed,  fowed,  and 
harrowed  in  immediately,  i[  the  weather  permit.  If  the  afhes  get 
wet  or  grow  cold  before  this  operation  can  be  effected  they  are  in- 
jured.'    p.  no. 

On  the  life  of  manures,  we  have  fome  lifeful  fa£l:i.'  TJlofe 
pn  marie  feem  to  be  the  moil  important ;  this  being  the  fub- 
fiance    the  moft  generally  employed  in  this    county,    and 
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upon  which  mofl  of  the  late  improvements  have  depend-^ 
ed. 

*  Blarle  has  been  tried  as  a  manure  after  being  burned,  which 
may  be  in  a  kiln  after  the  manner  of  lime,  or  laid  over  a  gutter, 
under  which  faggots,  &c.  for  fuel,  have  been  previoufly  laid.  It 
has  alfo  been  burned  in  a  common  oven,  and  been  found  to  an- 
fwer  at  about  ten  bufhels  per  ftatute  acre,  after  being  bruifed  into  a 
kind  of  powder,  and  fown  with  the  hand  as  a  top  dreffing.  Marie 
is  an  excellent  improver  of  the  foil,  under  fo  many  different  cir- 
cumftances,  that  it  cannot  be  recommended  too  often,  nor  praifed 
beyond  its  real  merits.  It  adds  to  the  ftaple  of  the  foil,  and  im- 
proves its  quality,  and  renders  manure,  of  whatever  kind,  more 
effectual,  with  lefs  in  quantity  ;  it  will  admit  a  repetition  of  the 
procefs,  with  equal  advantage,  again  and  again.  In  fhort,  fo  far 
as  experience  proves  in  Lancafhire,  it  feems  the  grand  bafis  where* 
on  everv  agricultural  improvement  fliould  be  eftablifhed. 

'  The  fummer  is  the  beft  feafon  for  laying  marie  upon  the  land, 
fometimes  immediately  after  a  crop  of  hay  has  been  taken.  Its  ef- 
fects upon  the  grafs  are  loon  vifiblc,  from  the  rich  verdure  which  it 
produces.  1-ong  experience  has  fufficiently  proved  the  propriety  of 
the  general  practice  of  the  county  ;  which  is,  to  lay  the  marie  upon 
grals  lands — the  older  the  better;  the  fward  and  grafs  united  caufes 
a  fermentation  and  putrefaftion,  which  feems  neceflary  to  produce 
a  proper  effect. 

'  The  quantity  laid  on  is  from  two  to  three,  or  three  and  a  half, 
cubic  roods  of  64  yardt;  to  every  ftatute  acre  ;  the  expence  of  which 
is,  according  to  the  diflance  carried,  if  in  the  fame  field,  or  within 
the  diftance  of  fixty  rods,  on  the  average,  at  about  eight  pounds 
per  acre.  It  is  reckoned  a  much  better  pra(5lice  to  have  the  marl- 
ings  repeated,  with  a  gentle  covering,  than  a  ftrong  thick  coat  of 
marie,  which  is  intended  to  lali:  a  number  of  years.  If  thefe  dreff- 
Ings  of  marie  were  repeated  more  frequently  (and  no  hufbandry  has 
been  found  to  pay  better),  the  lands  in  Lancaflrire,  in  genera!, 
would  be  found  much  more  produftive. 

'  The  marie  fliould  partake  both  of  one  fummer's  fun,  and  one 
winter's  frofts,  at  leaft.  After  being  expofed  to  the  effects  of  the 
weather,  in  large  lum.ps,  it  begins  to  fall,  or  melt ;  the  particles 
appear  unftuous  and  foapy,  and  the  quality  of  the  fubftance  feems 
quite  changed  from  its  original  ftate.  Then,  in  the  enfuing  fpring, 
it  fliould  be  divided  (the  parts  now  feparate  with  eafe),  and  equally 
diflributed  upon  every  part  of  the  furface,  this  is,  with  facility,  ef- 
fected by  harrows,  &c.  after  which  it  is  ufually  ploughed  under; 
but,  if  permitted  to  remain  a  year  or  two  longer,  the  lands  would 
be  more  improved  in  the  iffue,  by  the  length  of  time  given  previous 
to  the  made  being  ploughed  in.  But  the  marie  does  not  produce 
its  full  eiTccls  upon  the  foil,  till  intermixed  and  incorporated  by  a 
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repetition   of  ploughings,  and  an  intermixture  of  dung,  of  other 
manure,  for  marie  is  not  efFe£lual  without  fuch  addition.'     p.  1 12. 

The  article  under  the  head  *  live  ftock,'  is  interefting  in 
feveral  points  of  view ;  though  many  of  the  fadls  which  it 
contains  have  been  long  known.  The  Hocks,  however,  of 
cows,  (heep,  and  horfes,  in  this  county,  are  capable  of  great 
improvement,  and  require  to  be  more  attended  to. 

Mr.  Dicas's  lactometer  is  certainly  an  ingenious  invention ; 
and  if  it  (hould  be  found,  on  further  trial,  to  (how  with  accuracy 
the  richnefs  of  different  kinds  of  milk,  may  be  applied  to 
many  ufeful  purpofes,  particularly  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  dai- 
ry-farm. 

The  feeding  of  cattle  is  a  matter  of  fuch  importance,  that 
we  are  tempted  to  prefent  our  readers  with  a  pafTage  on  the 
fubje£l — 

'  Boiling  corn  has  been  pra£lifed  by  feme  others,  with  good  (mz- 
cefs.  A  little  hnfeed  improves  the  quality.  Hay  feeds,  that  drop 
out  of  the  hay,  fhould  be  carefully  preferved,  and  worked  up  in 
mixtures  of  potatoes  or  oats,  either  fcalded  or  boiled.  The  fur- 
veyor  has  experienced  the  good  efFefts  of  hay-feeds  upon  his  cattle, 
for  many  years  ;  an  ingenig^is  farmer,  lately  talking  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  obferved,  that  the  feeds  of  many  weeds  might  be  converted 
to  good  ufe  ;  and  fpoke  with  confidence  of  the  feeding  quality  of 
feme  of  them.'     p.  164. 

Under  the  head  *  rural  economy,'  the  reader  will  meet 
with  fome  ufeful  obfervations.  Thofe  on  *  political  economy' 
alfo  deferve  attention.  On  the  fubjedl  of  roads,  Mr.  Kolt 
feems  to  have  been  guided  by  experience  and  found  judgment. 
The  matter  is  deferving  of  much  more  attention  than  has  yet 
been  beftowed  upon  it. 

I  On  examining  this  report,  the  experienced  agriculturifb 
Iwill  readily  perceive  that  there  are  many  objetls  to  which  the 
iLancafliire  farmer  may  advantageoufly  attend.  We  fhall 
■Imention  a  few.  The  improved  methods  of  draining  deferve 
Ihis  mofl  ferious  confideration,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  making 
•Ifences  by  plafliing  ;  but  of  flill  greater  advantage  would  be  the 
'^^Imore  frequent  introduction  of  green  fallow  crops.  It  is  alfo 
'^^'Jprobable  that  the  flieep  fyflem  might  be  very  profitably  intro- 
''liuced  hi  many  parts  of  the  diftrift,  where  little  has  yet  been 
'■lone  in  that  way.  The  fowing  of  early  kinds  of  grain,  e- 
'''Ipecially  oats,  which  feem  particularly  fuitable  for  an  extenfive 
'J"'l;ultivation  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  might  be  ufefully 
*%ra£l:ifed.  The  cultivation  of  turnip  crops,  though  we  be- 
'"'"'■lieve  on  the  increafe,  is  far  from  being  fufficiently  employ- 
bji'd. 
fi  F  f  2  Th« 
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The  report  Itfelf  is,  on  the  whole,  ably  executed,  thouglt 
fome  of  the  heads  feem  to  be  treated  in  too  concife  ^ 
way.  The  arable  cultivation  of  difFevent  parts  of  the  county^ 
which  we  know  to  be  extremely  various,  is  not  confidered  in 
that  clear  and  diftina  manner  which  the  fubjcd  required. 
Mr.  Holt  has  alfo,  in  our  opinion,  -too  frequently  drawn  his 
conclufions  on  particular  pradices,  from  what  is^the  cullom 
in  his  own  neighbourhdod,  which  is  that  of  a  large  town. 
This  Is  furelv  not  the  moll  correft  way  of  deciding  in  matters 
of  this  kind/  On  the  whole,  it  is  evident  that  the  county  of 
Lancafhire  is  much  behind  fome  of  the  foutliern  diftrifts  m 
manv  agricultural  improvements.  The  rapid  increafe  of  ma- 
nufadu'res,  and  the  great  encouragement  which  has  lateh- 
been  offered  to  thofc  engaged  in  them,  have  iinquelhonably 
operated  prejudicially  to  the  interells  of  the  farmer.  In  this 
way  has  agriculture  been  robbed  of  its  moft  ufeful  labourers, 
l^he  healthy  employment  of  the  hufbandman  has  given  way 
to  the  more' lucrative  occupations  of  the  mechanic 
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By  the  Author  of  the  Democrat,  ovo.  5^.  Boards.  BelL 
1796. 

FROM  the  title  of  this  work,  the  public  may  rather  e:<petl 
defultory  remarks  and  light  effays,  than  regular  difquifi- 
tions  or  elaborate  inquiries.  Produaions  of  this  kmd  arc 
nov/  frequent  ;  and  the  writers  of  fuch  bagatelles  meet  with 
ample  encouragement,  from  the  inclination  of  the  general 
reader  to  the  perufal  of  fuch  pieces  as  require  no  profounu 
degree  of  aittention.  n  i   4 

I'hefe  gkanirip-s  of  a  common-place  book,  as  they  are  Ityleu 
hv  the  perfon  who 'has  given  them  to  the  world,  begin  with' 
fome  obfervations  on  prejudices  •,  *  without  the  influence  o\ 
which  (we  are  informed),  perhaps  it  would  be  difficult,  not^ 
to  l\w  impoffible,  to  induce  the  multitude  to  fubmit  to  anf 
kind  of  government.'  There  is  fome  foundation  for  this  re-^ 
mark;  for  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  influenced  by  paffion 
more  than  by  reafon  ;  and  the  force  of  prejudice  aids  the  ef- 
ficacy of  thofe  confideraticns  which  prompt  individuals  to  ac- 
qui'-fce  In  political  inftitutions,  and  obey  the  injunaions^  ot 
law.  Some  thoughts  on  marriage  next  occur;  among  which 
we  find  a  reir.ark,  condemning  the  interference  of  parliament 
in  tlie  dlfTolution  of  the  nuptial  tie,  as  a  violation  of  c^-^ry 
principle  of  natural  jullice.  '  In  this  cafe  (lays  our  effayiitJ 
the  kgiflature  interpofes  by  ati  e:i  fojlfaao  law,  not  to  annul 
a  marriac^  bv  the  mutual  confent  of  both  parties,  but  to  pu- 
^      -  jnra 
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nifli  one  of  the  parties  only,  for  a  crime,  ags'tnft  which  there 
was  no  punifhment  in  force  when  it  was  committed  ;  and 
"juhich  is  only  to  have  force  in  that  cafe,  and  again  {I  that  par- 
ticular perfon.'  Y/ichout  a  formal  animadverfion  upon  that 
awkwardnefs  of  con{lru£lion  by  which  a  copulative  is  made 
to  connect  two  relatives  agreeing  with  different  nouns,  we 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  argument  above  dated  is  a  mere 
phantom,  being  extremely  weak  and  inconclufive;  for,  though 
an  aft  of  divorce  is,  in  point  of  for  m^  an  ex  pojl  faflo  law,  not 
being  in  force  i;t  the  time  of  the  commiihon  of  the  particular 
?6t  of  guilt  en  which  it  is  founded,  the  moral  certainty  of 
the  enaifl:ment  of  fuch  a  law  on  due  proof  from  the  injured 
party,  renders  the  c-s.^e  fubjiantially  the.  fame  as  if  a  general 
tlatute  of  divorce  a  vinculo  matrlmoml  had  long  exifted. 

In  the  next  efiay,  we  meet  with  fome  obfervations  on  the 
Perlian  ariflocracy,  and  on  that  form  of  government  in  gene- 
ral. The  afl'ertion  of  Hume,  that  the  more  ancient  Perfians 
had  a  nobility,  is  reprefented  as  not  ftri£lly  juft,  fince  the  Per- 
fian  ofxoTi/xoi  had  no  refemblance  to  that  nobility,  arifmg  from 
family  dillincSiions,  to  which  Hume  alludes  ;  and  an  arifto*- 
cracy  is  faid  to  be  a  government  '  where  the  magiftracy  ia 
vefted  in  the  higher  order  of  fociety,  without  perfonal  or  fa- 
mily diftinftion.'  Indeed,  thofe  who  are  lefs  indigent  than 
the  lowed  clafs  of  the  community,  and  who,  from  that  cir- 
cumdance,  have  an  opportunity  of  being  better  educated  than 
the  populace,  may  be  faid  to  compofe  an  aridocracy,  as  the 
apKTToi  are  not  merely  perfons  of  noble  birth  ov  of  titular  con«« 
fequence. 

In  a  fubfequent  fketch,  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  thinl; 
highly  of  the  freedom  and  happinefs  cf  the  ancient  republics, 
and  who  confider  as  patriots  all   thofe  whom  common  fame 
j  has  lo  denominated,  are  Vi'ith  reafon  controverted. 

Adverting  to  more  modern  times,  this  writer  condemns  the 
notion,  that  a  right  to  refid  governm.ent  is  a  part  of  the  Britifh 
conditution  :  but  he  admits  that  refidance  is  judifable  in 
flrong  cafes,  particularly  when  flagrant  encroachaients  are 
snade  by  either  of  the  condituent  parts  of  government  on  the 
others,  fje  fpeaks  of  the  afTent  of  the  commons  to  the  bill 
for  feptennial  parliaments,  as  fuch  a  breach  of  faith  in  thofe 
I  who  prolonged  their  own  political  exidencc,  that  the  interfe- 
.  rence  of  the  people  on  the  occalion  would  have  been  expedi- 
(?nt  and  judifiable.  The  zCt  in  quedion  will  ever  be  deemed, 
by  unprejudiced  politicians,  a  difgrac«  to  the  fird  parliament; 
\rhich  was  called  by  the  houfe  of  Hanover. 

Some  of  the  Iketches  relate  to  dramatic  criticifm  ;  and 
thefe,  though  Superficial,  are  not  contemptible.    Other  life- 
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rary  fubje£ls  are  (lightly  difcufled,  but  In  a  manner  which  ar- 
gues reading  and  reflection. 

Military  and  naval  affairs  do  not  efcape  the  author's  atten- 
tion. He  thinks  that  officers  ought  to  be  more  diftinguifhed 
from  common  foldiers  by  their  drefs  than  they  now  are ;  but 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  prefent  diftinftion  is  fufficientfor 
every  ufeful  purpofe.  He  obviates  the  complaint  of  the  '  fcanti- 
nefs  of  a  fubaltern's  pay/  by  intimating  that  *  if  the  property  of 
the  officers  is  fo  efTential  to  a  conftitutional  militia,  any  circum- 
ftance  which  compels  the  adoption  of  the  fame  qualification 
in  the  army,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  render  that  eftablilhf 
ment  more  fafe  and  conftitutional.'  With  regard  to  the  naval 
fervice,  it  feems  to  him  '  a  great  abfurdity,  that  the  admiral 
fhould  always  engage  in  the  largeft  fliip,  and  take  perfonally 
the  greateft  (hare  in  the  a6lion.'  This  hint  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice, as  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a  commander,  fo  fituated, 
can  properly  obferve  and  dire£l  the  reft  of  the  fleet. 

The  manners,  amufements,  and  follies  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  are  occafionally  (ketched ;  and  various  hints  are  thrown 
out,  which  may  amufe  fome  readers  and  intereft  others.  Up- 
on the  whole,  though  fome  articles  in  the  colle£lion  might 
more  properly  have  been  omitted,  the  work  may  be  recom- 
mended as  a  pleafing  mifcellapy  ;  and  to  thofe  who  purchafe 
books  for  ornament  rather  than  for  ufe,  the  paper  and  the 
type  will  be  objeds  of  attra£tion, 


7'ranfacl'ions  of  the  Society  injlhuled  at  London^  for  the  Ryicou- 
ragement  of  Arts^  Adanufa^ures.,  and  Commerce y  with  the 
Premiums  offered  in  the  Tear  I"] <)b.  Vol.  XIF.  Svo.  5^, 
Dodfley.     1796. 

THE  prefatory  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  foclety, 
after  enumerating  the  different  objects  for  which  new 
premiums  have  been  voted,  alludes  to  the  remaining  contents 
of  the  volume  in  the  following  terms — 

'  The  perufal  of  the  feveral  papers,  which  form  the  mofl  con> 
fiderable  part  of  this  volume,  will,  it  is  prefumed,  furnifli  to  the 
reader  fonie  amufement  and  information  ;  as  therein  may  be  fcen, 
that  plantations  of  various  kinds  of  trees  are  going  on  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  on  an  extenfive  fcale,  as  will  appear  by  the 
papers  from  James  Denton,  Elq.  the  Rev.  John  Robert  Lloyd, 
and  Thomas  Richardfon,  Efq.  The  papers  inferred  in  this  volume, 
in  addition  to  thofe  already  printed,  on  orcharding,  by  Thomas 
Skip  Dyot  Bucknall,  Efq.  will,  it  is  believed,  throw  further  light 
on  that  fu'ojeft,  and  tend  to  confirm  and  eflablilji  his  dodtrine  on 
that  branch  of  agriculture. 
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*  The  paper  on  the  fncceffive  culture  of  Beans  and  Wheat,  by 
Lewis  Majcndie,  Efq.  will  fljew  the  advantage  of  that  manner  of 
managing  land,  and  be  a  means  of  extendiirg  the  practice  to  tiiole 
parts  of  the  kingdom  where  it  has  not  hitherto  been  introduced. 

*  The  facility  of  the  cultivation  and  cure  of  that  valuable  root 
rhubarb,  is  fully  evinced  by  the  accounts  from  Mr.  Davis  and  iMr. 
Afluon;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  plant  getting  fo  much 
into  culture  in  this  kingdom,  as  foon  to  render  any  importation  of 
that  root  from  abroad  unnecefTary. 

'  The  papers  of  Mr.  R,ichard  Moyle  will  Ihew  a  judicious  mode 
praflifed  by  him  for  fecgring  land  from  the  inundation  of  the  fea, 
which  mufl  prove  highly  fatisfaftory  to  the  reader. 

'  The  many  claims  this  year  produced  to  the  fociety  for  the  pre- 
mium offered  for  draining  land,  prove  that  ufeful  part  of  hufbandry 
to  be  extending  over  many  parts,  of  the  kingdom,  which  cannot  fail 
producing  the  moft  valuable  effefts,  particularly  on  fuch  foils  as 
that  defcribed  in  Mr.  Crockitt's  papers,  which,  from  a  ftate  not 
only  of  fterility,  but  danger  to  the  neighbourhood,  are  thus  rendtr- 
ed  in  a  peculiar  degree  prolific  and  uleful. 

'  The  manner  of  conftrufting  harrows,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
Knight,  of  Great  Bardfield,  it  is  prefiimed,  will  be  found  an  uft- 
ful  improvement  of  that  necelTary  im()lenient  of  hiilbandry  ;  and 
the  fimple,  yet  efficacious  method  of  relieving  cattle  that  are  fwoUen, 
or,  in  the  language  of  the  hufbandman,  hovcn,  by  eating  too  vora- 
cioufly  of  frefh  clover,  or  other  fucculent  food,  promifes  to  be  cf 
the  firft  importance  to  all  graziers,  and  others  concerned  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  cattle  or  fheep. 

'  In  this  volume,  under  the  article  Chemin:ry,  are  inferted  fome 
papers  relative  to  the  preparing  opium  from  poppies  grown  in  Eno-- 
land  :  for,  although  the  fociety  have  invariably  avoided  interfering 
in  matters  relative  to  medicine,  yet,  as  has  been  already  ^t.t\.\  in  the 
cafe  of  rhubarb,  they  have  coniidered  the  obtaining  drugs  in  a 
flate  of  purity,  a  fit  objecl  of  their  attention  ;  and  this  feffion  have 
beftowed  a  handfome  reward  on  Mr.  Ball,  of  VVilliton,  for  the  dif- 
clofure  of  his  method  of  pre[)aring  opium  from  popples  grown  in 
this  climate.  When  it  is  coniidered  of  how  much  importance  it  is 
to  obtain  drugs,  of  fuch  efficacy  as  opium,  in  the  highelt  ftate  of 
purity,  it  muft  prove  fatisfadory  to  every  practitioner  in  phyfic,  to 
obferve,  that  the  time  feems  approaching,  when  a  drug  of  fuch 
confequenee  as  opium  may  be  brought  into  ufe  in  a  pure  and  un- 
fophiuicated  ftate. 

'  From  a  full  conviction  that  the  ufeful  arts  and  commercial  in- 
tcrefts  of  .the  country  would  be  moft  efientially  promoted,  by  difto- 
vering  and  perfecting  thofe  machines  that  fliorten  hi  hour  and  expe- 
dite wqrk,  an  invariable  attention  has  been  conftantly  paid  to  fuch 
mechanical  contrivances  as  were  moft  likely  to  conduce  to  thofe 
ends ;  this  occiGoaed  a  premium  to  be  offeied  during  many  ve;ir», 

i-  f  4  '    for 


4i6  'Tranfa^flons  of  the  Society  for,  the 

|pr  weaving  fiihiny,  nets  in  a  machine  or  loom  :  at  length  fuch  a 
machine  has  been  obtained ;  and  a  plate  and  defcription  of  it  will 
be  found  under  the  clafs  of  Manufactures,  in  this  volume.  Who- 
tver  perufesthe  following  fheets,  will  therein  fjnd,  under  the  head  of 
Mechanicks,  a  very  ingenious  contrivance  by  a  lady,  for  applying, 
an  a  more  efficacious  manner  than  is  commonly  praftifed,  the  power 
of  men  to  the  working  the  crofs-bar  lever,  and  which  lias  been 
fuccefsfully  put  in  praftice  in  a  quarry  where  pieces  of  the  rock,  of 
confiderable  fize  and  weight,  were  neceflary  to  be  removed. 

'  The  great  deftruftion  of  hempen  ropes  in  large  works,  and 
rnore  particularly  in  fcunderies  where  maffes  of  metal,  in  a  hot  ftate, 
are  frequently  to  be  removed,  induced  the  fociety,  feveral  years 
fince,  to  offa'  premiums  for  the  conftryftion  of  a  metal  rope  or 
chain  that  fliould  work  well,  and  in  all  dire£lions,  over  pulleys,  and. 
at  the  fame  time  fupport  the  load  in  perfe6i  fecurity  :  it  will  appear, 
{hat  this  objeft  has  now  been  obtained  ;  and  a  cut  of  the  chain  is 
annexed  to  the  account,  that  the  public  may  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  its  efficacy  and  xhz  nature  of  its  ^oqftruiflion. 

'  Among  many  important  articles  that  have  engaged  the  attentiori 
of  the  fociety,  for  the  advantage  of  the  Britifli  colonies,  it  is  well 
inown  that  the  introduction  of  the  bread-fruit  tree  wa^  one  of  the 
principal :  this  fruit  had.  been  celebrated  by  all  the  navigator^  of  the 
South  Sea,  from  Dam  pier  to  captain  Cook.  Several  plarits  were 
at  length  conveyed  to  the  iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies  by  the  laudable 
perfeverance  of  capr.  Bligh,  whofe  hiflory  is  well  known,  and 
■who  received  the  gold  medal  of  this  fociety  as  the  juft  reward  of 
his  merit  :  it  is  with  peculiar  fatisfaftion  the  fociety  have  lately  re- 
ceived from  their  valuable  correfpondent,  Dr.  Dancer,  the  keeper 
of  the  botanic  garden,  the  following  interefting  intelligence,  in  a 
letter  dated  Jamaica,  February  i,   1796. 

"  It  will,  I  afliire  myfelf,  be  highly  fatisfaftory  to  the  fociety, 
t.o  be  informed,  that  the  bread-fruit  trees,  which  fo  much  engaged 
their  attention,  are  bearing  very  plentifully  ;  fo  that  we  fliall  ilaortly 
experience  the  full  benefit  of  this  important  acquifition." 

*  Nor  has  the  attention  of  the  fociety  been  only  direfted  to  the 
colonics  in  the  Well-Indies ;  for  it  v.'ill  appear,  that  the  moft  di- 
itinguiihed  mark  of  their  approbation,  has  this  ieffion  been  given,  to 
Jiohtrt  WifTetf,  Efq.  for  having  been  principally  inftrumental  in  in- 
troducing the  organzining  Bengal  filk  in  England  ;  from  which  there 
is  every  reafon  to,  expeif]:  great  advar^tiiges  will  arife,  not  only  to 
the  inhabitaWs  of  Bengal  and  other  parts  of  the  Eait-IndieSj  but  to 
the  manufafturers  of  filk  in  Great-Britain.'     p.  x,. 

Of  the  fubje£ls  thus  announced.,  there  are  feveral  tl^t  de- 
ferve  particular  mention.  The  paper  of  Mr.  Moyle,  on  the 
xheans  of  refcuing  marfh  land  from  the  fea,  we  think  highly 
worthy  the  attention  of  thofe  who  may  poflefs  land  under  fo 
(difadvantageous  a  predicament.    He  fay-s — 
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*'  Marfh  lands  in  general  will  admit  of  the  grcateft  improvementj 
fey  the  following  mode  of  treatment : 

'  Firll — By  a  mechanical  arrangement  and  chancre  of  its  diffe- 
rent parts,  as  by  frequent  ploughing,   harrowing,  and  burning. 

*  Secondly — By  the  addition  of  heavy  fubftances,  as  marie,  clay, 
gravel,  &:c. 

*  Thirdly— rBy  fuch  fubftances  as  a(5l  chemically,  and  bring  the 
inert  vegetable  matter  into  aflion,  as  lime,  chalk,  alkaline  falts,  &c, 

*  Fourthly — By  manures,  particularly  thofe  which  contain  a  large 
(Quantity  of  animal  oil  or  mucilage,  as  putrid  fifh,  fea-wrack,  flable- 
dung,  &:c, ;  for  marili  land  in  general  feldom  contains  any  animal 
(iibftance,  which,  in  great  meafure,  is  the  grand  conftituent  part  ol" 
fi  rich  foil. 

*  Fifthly — rSy  compreffion,  with  rolling-carts,  cattle,  &c. 
■    *■  Sixthly — By  watering. 

*  The  fandy  and  croft  foils  adjoining  to  the  rnarffi  have  been 
Cultivated,  and  produced  this  fummer  very  excellent  crops  of  pota^ 
|oes,  turneps,  barley,  oats,  buck-wheat,  and  tares.'     p,  172. 

This  ground,  which  had  been  covered  with  water,  an<d  fome- 
times  deeply,  time  immemorial,  and  was  befides  ex;tremely: 
injurious  to  the  health  of  the  neighbouring  inh^tbifaR^Sj  was — • 

*  Completely  drained,  by  means  of  a  fquare  wooden  pipe,  nine 
inches  diameter,  and  one  hundred  and.  feventy-four  yards  long, 
paflin^  from  a  refervoir  in  the  marfli  fix  feet  uiT.d'er  its  furface, 
through  a  high  ernbankment  of  fand,  in  fome  plaeea  twenty-feur 
|eet  deep,  to  that  part  of  the  (bore  where  the  tide  approaches  at 
half-ebb,  and  which,  at  fpring-tides,  i^s  covered  wjih  above  teij, 
feet  of  water. 

*  The  fea  is  prevented  from  getting  into  th^  fait!  pip^r  by  means 
of  a  valve  at  its  end,  which  fliuta  at  the  approach  of  the  tide,  and 
again  opens  at.  its  return,  fo  as  to  permit  the  water,  coilcfttd  in  the 
relervoir  during  that  time,  to  pafs  off  with  eafe.  The.  whole  marrt^ 
is  furrounded  with  a  ftrong  en'bankment,  to  keep  out  the  fea  and^ 
the  frefH- water.  The  land  is  divided  iato  regular  fields,  by  nvea^ns 
of  drains  or  trenches,  as  exprefied  in  the  plan  ftnl,  uifficieut  for' 
the  ufe  and  occupation  of  a  tenant.  Several  acres  of  the  laud  have 
been  frequently  ploughed,  harrowed,  and  burned  ;  and.,  bveiflg  now, 
completely  pulverifed,  afliimes  the  appcayange  of  foil.'     p.  176. 

On  the  advantages  of  pruning  orchards,  n  fubje£t  very 
laudably  and  ileadily  purfued  by  IVlr.  Bucknall,.  we  have,  ia 
our  review  of  fome  of  the  preceding  voluraes  of  thefe  Tranf- 
a£tions,  taken  occalion  to,  fpeak  in  terms  of  due  commenda- 
tion. The  fubje£l  is  purfued,  in  the  volume  before  us,  not 
without  ability,  but  in  a  manner  much  too  defultory,  and, 
with  a  fort  of  parade  which  the  writer  would  have   done 

wifely 
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Wifely  had  he  fpared.  Thus  in  the  prefent,  as  indeed  in  for- 
mer communications,  he  afTumes  the  title  of  'orchardiii  ge- 
neral,' and  looks  upon  himfelf  *  as  being  the  aitual  means  of 
benefiting  the  country  to  the  amount  of  more  than  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  !' 

*  Do  not  wonder'  (fays  he  in  another  place)  '  that  I  (hould  fhcw 
a  little  enthufiafm  for  the  welfare  of  a  fcience  which  I  have  adu- 
ally  created,  and  from  which  I  have  received  much  fatisfadion. 

*  The  ancients  had  their  goddefs  Pomona,  to  whom  thev  paid 
divine  honours,  which  goddefs  was  no  other  than  an  ideal  fiiperin- 
tendency  fuppofed  to  prefide  o-.  er  orchards  ;  which  is  a  moft  con- 
vincing proof  that  they  held  the  culture  of  fruits  in  high  eftima- 
tion.'     p.  227, 

But  whilft  we  are  dlfpofed  to  think  thefe  egotifms  no  orna- 
ment to  our  author's  communication,  -which  would  have  ad- 
mitted of  thefe  and  other  advantageous  curtailments,  we  cor- 
dially agree  with  him  in  the  outline,  and  think  the  practice 
he  recommends  a  matter  of  real  importance  to  the  farmer. 
The  ingenious  idea,  however,  of  grafting  bark  upon  trees 
that  had  been  robbed  of  it,  which  forms  a  prominent  feature 
in  the  outfet  of  Mr.  Bucknall's  paper,  we  afterwards  find  to 
have  been  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Fairman,  of  Lynfled  in  Kept, 
whofe  letter,  dated  in  May  1794,  contains  die  following  a(;r, 
count,  addrefied  to  the  fecretary — ■ 

'  My  inducement  for  troubling  you  is,  to  introduce  a  method 
of  recovering  apple-trees,  which  may  have  been  flri[ptd  of  their 
bark  by  fiiccp,  or  any  other  accident ;  and,  for  the  information  of 
the  fociety,  I  miift  defire  you  will  acquaint  thein,  that,  in  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  fpring  of  I7g4.>  f()n)e  futed  flieep  were  turned  into  a 
valuable  orchard  of  mine,  of  about  twenty  years  growth,  and  they 
in  a  (hort  time  aftually  ftripped  the  bark  from  fe,verai  of  the  trees, 
entirely  round  the  bodies,  leaving  the  wood  bare  for  at  leaft  fixtcen 
inches. 

*  J  was  fo  much  hurt  by  the  accident,  as  to  determir  e  to  do 
fomething  for  the  prefervation  of  the  trees,  and  fave  theni  if  poffible. 
The  firft  fiep  which  1  took  was  to  take  off  the  arms  bom  feveral  of' 
the  trees  which  were  mofl  injured,  and,  from  the  largeft  of  thofe 
arms,  I  flawed  off  flips  of  rind  of  about  tv/o  or  three  inches  in  width, 
and  placed  four  or  five  of  them  perpendicularly  round  the  naked  part 
of  the  body  ;  but  I  fliould  obferve,  that  I  firfi  cut  away  all  the- 
rind  that  was  bitten,  and  then  raifed  the  rind  up,  top  and  bottom, 
and  put  the  ends  of  the  flips  under,  that  tlie  ftp  migiit  circulate  ; 
and  afterwards  bound  them  exceedingly  tight  A^ith  rope-yarn  :  I 
then  applied  a  compofition  of  losm  and  cow-dung,  with  a  little 
drift-fand,  over  which  I  tied  fome  old  facking ;  Which  was  the 
whole  of  the  procefi,'     f.  233. 

The 
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The  refult  is  defcribed  thus — 

*  The  experiment  being  made  in  the  fpring  of  1794,  a  minute 
infpeftion  at  this  time  muft  determine  the  fate  of  it;  and  permit 
me  to  aflure  you,  it  has  fucceeded  far  beyond  my  expe6lation : 
the  flips  adhere  as  clofe,  and  are  as  full  of  fap,  as  the  rind  on  any 
other  trees.  They  are  now  in  their  full  bloflbm,  ftrong,  and  vi- 
gorous, apparently  as  if  they  had  received  no  injury.  Bat  I  muft 
obferve,  were  I  to  make  the  experiment  again,  I  could  do  it  more 
dexteroufly  ;  and  I  muft  mention  an  error  I  was  guilty  of  in  my 
hafte,  by  placing  fome  of  tlie  llips  the  wrong  way  upwards  ;  con- 
fequently  the  fap  could  not  circulate.'     p.  235. 

"We  (hall  conclude  our  renaarks  on  the  work  before  us,  by 
fele6ling  from  Mr.  Ball's  paper  fome  account  of  the  opium 
procured  from  poppies  of  our  own  growth,  which  have,  till 
now,  been  thought  incapable  of  producing  an  extradl  of  equal 
powers  with  the  eallern  opium. 

'  Nothing  can  be  more  fimple,  or  attended  with  lefs  expencef 
than   the  making  or  extrading  the  pure  and  genuine  opium  from 
the  large  poppies,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  gar- 
den popples  ;    the  feeds  of  which  I  M'ould  advife  to  be  fown  the 
latter  end  of  February,  and  again  about  the  fecond  week  in  March, 
in  beds  three  feet  and  an  half  wide,  well  prepared  with  good  rotten 
dung,  and  often  turned  or  ploughed,  in  order  to  mix  it  well  and 
have  it  fine,  either  in  fmall  drills,   three  in  each  bed,   in  the  man- 
ner fallads   are   fown,  and,  when  about  two  inches  high,    to   thin 
them  one  foot  apart ;   or  otherwife,  to  fow  them   in   beds   in  the 
broad-caft  way,  and  thin  them  to   the  fame  diftance  (if  the  wea- 
ther fliould  prove  wet  at  that  time,  thofe  that  are  taken  up  may  be 
tranfplanted  ;  but  I   do  not  fuppofe  the  tranfplanted  ones  will  an- 
fwer,    having  but  one  fpill-root,  and   will  require  frequent  water- 
ings) :  keep  them   free  from  weeds,   they  will  grow  well,  and  pro- 
duce  from  four  to  ten  heads,  fliewino;  lar^e  and  diffeVent-coloured 
flowers,  which,  when   the  leaves  die  away  and  drop  off,  the  pods 
then   being   in  a  green  ftate,  is  the  proper  time  for  extrafting  the 
opium,  by  making  four  or  five  fmall  longitudinal,  incifions  with  a 
fiiarp-pointed  knife,  about  one  inch  long,  on  one  fide  only  cf  the 
head  or  pod,  juft  through  the   fcarf-fliin,  taking  care  not  to  cut 
to   the  feeds:  immediately   on   the  incifion   being   made,   a  milky 
fluid  will  ilFue  out,   which  is  the  opium,   and,  being  of  a  glutinous* 
nature  or   fubllance,   v.'ill  adhere   to  the  bottom   of  the   incifion ; 
but  fome   are   fo  luxuriant,   that  it  will  drop  from  the  pod  on  ihe 
leaves  underneath.     The  next  day,   if  the  weather  fliould  be  fine, 
and  a  good  deal  of  fun-ftiine,  the  opium  will   be  found  a  greyiih 
fubflance,   and  fome  almoft  turning  black  :  it  is  then  to  be  fcraped 
off  the  podf,   and,  if  any,   from   the  leaves,   with  the  edge  of  a 

knife 
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Jcnife  or  arx  inftrument  for  that  purpofe,  into  pans  or  pois;.  and  m 
3  day  or  two  it  will  be  of  a  proper  confjftence  to  make  into  a  mafsj 
and  to  be  potted.'      p.  2.59. 

Mr.  Bail  makes — 

*  No  doubt  but,  when  it  is  pubKcIy  known,  that  in  the  courfe. 
<)f  a  very  few  years  we  (hall  be  able  to.  render  it  from  five  to  eight 
fillings  per  pound,  without  the  leaft  adulteration  j  and  I  am  like- 
Ti'ife  of  opinion,  that  the  rocft  barrca  grourvd,  which  in  fome 
places  lets  from  two  to  ten  fliillings  an  acre,  will,  with  very  little 
fxpeiace,  anfwer  for  the  growth  of  poppies.'     p.  257. 

Fron:\  the  certificates  which  accompany  Mr.  BalFs  commu- 
nicatiohs,  it  appears  that  the 'Qpium  thus  obtained  is  pofieff- 
cd  of  equal  powei's  with  the  foreignj  and  is  much  purer.. 
We  ai-e  a  little  (daggered,  however,  at  Mr-  Bali's  report  01 
2iis  dr'aggi(l's  agreement  to  take  all  the  opium  he  '  (hall  make 
this  year,  at  the  fame  price  which  opium  from  the  EaJ}  fhalj 
fee  at  that  time/  He  tells  us  elfewhere,  that  foreign  opium, 
ieJls  at  twenty-two  ihiliings  !the  pound. 

The  fociety  have  purehafed  the  fecret  cjf  colleifling  and 
snfpiffating  poppy  juice,  at  the  expenfe  of  fifty  pounds. 


\ 
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"^h^  N-Hjfi. ,    By  Diderot,     "TrDnflated  from  the  French.    2,  Volu 
.■.^■_  Sz'5.     %s.     Boards.     Robinfons.     1797- 

IDEROT  is  better  known  in  this  country  by  his  general 
reputation  than  by  hs  writings.  Fie  is  known  hy  the. 
9ftenta titans  (rather  than'  liberal)  patronage  cf  the  Late  em-., 
|;ms'of  -Rufha  •,  he  is  known  as  the  compiler  of  fcveral  arti- 
cles uT  tl^at  -.T.agvuficent  but  fophidical  and  almoft  ufelef^, 
■wosk, '-the  Encyclopedic  ;  he  is  lefs  known  as  the  author  o€ 
KearlT  cine  third  of  the  highly  celebrated  *  Philofophi'  al.  and 
FoHHfc^J  Hiftory  of  the  two  Indies,'  and  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  that  impious  and  abfurd  work,  the  *  Syfteme  de;,  la  Na^urc-^- 
Dixierot  was,  in  fa£l,  one  of  ihoic  gr7is  ds  lcttycs]^'iY':\u\c^y, 
:who  fcnt  out  their;talents  to  every  employer,  and  for, every 
parpofe,  He  commenced'  liis  Jlteruxy  career  by  fome  cranfla- 
tionfi  from  the  Engliili,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
wa?  employed  rather  us  a  fubaltem  to  ailill  others,  than  in  ori- 
ginal conrpoiiti'pns  bearing  his  own,  name.  His  erudition,  in-- 
dieed,  does  not  feem  to  have  been  extenfive,  nor  his  genius  either 
great  or  profound.  Me  was  more  a  man  of  \vit  thai\  of  judg- 
inenr,  rather  a  lively 'than  an  able  writer. 

If  v/e  are  rightly  informed,  the  romance  which  now  lies 
fcefore  usi -.vas '  one  of  two  po.flhumous  pieces  of  Diderotj 

\yhicl\ 
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^/iiicli  remained  in  the  hands  of  prince  Henry  of  PrufHa,  and 
were  prefented  lately  by  him  to  the  National  Inftitute  of  France. 
It  originated,  we  have  uiiderftood,  in  a  real  tranfaftion.  A 
TeHgieufe  had  aftually  inllituted  a  procefs  in  one  of  the 
parliarrients,  defiring  to  be  releafcd  from  her  vows,  as  they 
had  been  forced  upon  her  by  the  tyranny  of  her  parents. 
The  unfortunate  nun  Vv-as  nonfuited,  on  what  plea  we  have 
never  heard  :  but  as  the  affair  made  forhe  noife,  M.  Dideroc 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  writing  this  novel  in  her  perfon, 
in  order  to  excite  the  jtift  deteilation  of  mankind  againit  tliofe 
unnatural  and  abfurd  inftitutions. 

No  man,  indeed,  \tho  is  polTefied  of  a  genuine  refpe6l  for 
religion,  can  '^iew  without  indignation  the  abufes  and  corrup- 
tions \yhich  that  facred  name  was  made  to  fan£rion  in  the 
Romifti  church  ♦,  and  there  were  no  abufes  more  flagrant  than 
thofe  which  attached  to  the   monaflic   inftitutions.     On  our 

-{)erfonal  knowledge  v.'c  fpeak,  when  we  affirm,  that  in  Ibme 
countries  on  the  continent  it  is  at  this  very  day  the  practice 
to  devote  all  the  youiiger  children  of  a  great  family  to  im- 
prifonment  for  life  in  feme  of  thofe  living  cemeteries,  in  or- 
der to  preferve  the  eftate  unimpilired  to  the  eldefl  fon  ;  and 
whether  M.  Diderot  has  taken  the  materials  of  his  firft  vo- 
lume or  not  from  the  recitals  of  thofe  who  have  witnelTcd  fi- 
rnilar  fcencs,  certain  it  is  that  v/e  have  reafon  to  believe  it  ?1 
faithful  pidture  of  whcit  v/af5  too  commonly  tranfa£ted  in  con- 
vents.    The  fcenes  defcribed  in  the  fecond  volume  we  hope 

v.are  too  atrocious  to  have  often  happened,  if  at  all.  The  arti- 
fice of  the  fuperioTS  to  entice  young  and  tboughtlefs  viftims 
is  well  depifted  in  the  following  extradl — ■ 

*  The  period  arrived  at  which  it  became  neceiTary  for  me  to  fljovsr 
whether  I  could  keep  my  word.  O.'ie  morning  after  fervice,  the 
fuperior  entered  my  cell.  She  held  a  letter  in  her  hand.  Her  looki? 
'vverr  forrowful  and  clejcftcd.  Her  arms  funk  ;  it  feemed  as  if  Ihe 
had  not  power  to  lift  up  the  letter  ;  flie  looked  at  me  ;  tears  ftood 
m  her  eyes ;  we  were  both  filent;  ftit  vi'aired  till  I  (liould  fpeak; 
I  W3S  tempted  to  begin  firll,  but  I  contained  myfeif.  She  alkeii 
me  how  I  did  ;  flie  obferved  that  fervice  had  been  very  long 
to-day  ;  that  I  had  a  little  cough ;  that  I  appeared  to  be  indif- 
pofcd.  To  all  this  I  anfwered — No,  my  dear  mother.  Shi 
ihll  kept  the  letter  in  her  hand,  which  was  hanging  down;  while 
flje  was  piltting  thefe  cjueltioris,  (lie  put  it  upon  her  knte,  aud 
her  hand  in  pait  concealed  it ;  at  lad,  after  having  put  fome  quef- 
tions  refpe<5ting  my  father  and  mother,  finding  that  I  did  not  aik 
what  this  paper  vvasj  flie  faid,  Here  is  a  letter When  {he  ut- 
tered this  vi'ord,  i  felt  my  heart  quake,  and  I  adried  in  a  trembling 
voic^  :   Ls  it-  from  my  mother  ? — It  ii  ;   take  aJid  read  it  -  .  . — I  tc^ 
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covered  myfelf  a  little;  I  took  the  letter ;  I  fead  ir  at  firft  with  tA* 
lerable  firninefs  ;  but  as  1  advanced,  terror,  indignation,  refent- 
inent,  conrempt,  fucceedlng  one  another  in  my  breaft,  I  difplayed 
different  tones,  different  voices,  and  different  motions.  Sometimes 
I  fcarcelv  held  the  paper,  at  rrther  times  I  held  it  as  if  1  meant  to 
tear  it,  and  at  other  times  I  grafped  it  with  violence  as  if  I  had  been 
tempted  to  twift  it  in  my  hand  and  throw  it  away. — Alas  !  my 
child,  what  anfvver  fhall  we  make  to  this  i — Madam,  you  know 
beft. — No,  I  do  not  know.  The  times  are  unfortunate,  your  fa- 
mily has  fuftained  fome  lofl'es ;  your  fillers'  affairs  are  embatraffed  ; 
they  both  have  a  number  of  children  ;  your  parents  impoverifned 
themfelves  by  marrying  then),  they  are  ruining  themfelves  in  order 
to  fupport  them.  It  is  impoffible  that  they  can  make  any  perma- 
nent fettlement  upon  you ;  you  have  affumed  the  habit,  they  have 
been  at  fome  expence  ;  by  taking  this  ftep  you  have  made  them 
conceive  fome  hopes  ;  they  have  announced  to  their  acquaintances, 
that  you  are  immediately  about  to  commence  the  profefiion.  At 
all  events,  you  may  depend  upon  every  afliftance  which  I  can  give 
you.  I  have  never  enticed  any  perfon  into  a  convent ;  it  is  a  flate 
into  which  we  are  condui^cd  by  the  voice  of  God,  and  it  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  blend  our  voice  with  his.  I  fliall  never  at- 
tempt to  fpeak  to  your  heart,  if  grace  is  filent;  hitherto  I  never 
have  had  to  reproach  myfelf  with  the  misfortunes  of  any  perfon, 
ancTI  {hould  not  wifti  to  begin  with  you,  my  child,  you  who  arc 
fo  dear  to  me.  I  have  not  forgotten  that  it  was  at  my  perfuafion 
that  you  took  the  firfl  ft^ps,  and  1  will  not  fuffer  them  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  to  bring  you  into  engagements  contrary  to  your  in- 
clination. Let  us  confider  then  together,  let  us  concert.  Do  you 
wifli  to  make  profefTion  ? — No,  madam. — You  have  no  relifli  for 
the  religious  flate  ? — No,  madam. — You  will  not  obey  your  pa- 
rents ?— No,  madam. — What  do  you  wifli  to  be  then? — Any 
thing  but  a  nun._  I  do  not  wifh  to  be  one,  I  will  not  be  one. — 
Well,  you  fliall  not  be  one.  Let  us  deliberate  and  draw  up  an 
anfwer  to  your  mother  . .  .  . — We  agreed  in  fome  ideas.  She  wrote, 
and  (liowed  me  the  anfwer,  which  feemed  to  be  very  proper.  In , 
the  mean  time,  they  fent  the  director  of  the  houfe  tome;  they 
fent  me  the  doftor  who  had  pronounced  the  difcourfe  in  my  praife 
when  I  afllimed  the  habit ;  they  recommended  me  to  the  mother 
of  the  novices ;  I  faw  M.  the  bifhop  of  Alep  ;  I  had  to  enter  the 
lifls  with  fome  pious  women  w  horn  I  did  not  know,  but  who  took  an 
intereft  in  my  affairs ;  I  had  continual  conferences  with  monks  and 
priefts ;  my  father  came,  my  fiflers  wrote  to  me ;  at  laft  my  mo- 
ther appeared  :  1  refifred  them  all.  In  the  mean  while,  the  day 
was  fixed  for  my  profefTion  :  they  omitted  nothing  to  obtain  my 
confent;  but  when  they  faw  that  all  their  folicitations  were  to  no 
purpofe,   they  refolved  to  proceed  without  it.'     Vol.  i.  p.  2o. 

Our  nun,  after  having  profeiTod,  proves  refratSlory,  and 

6  refolves 
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xefolves  fecratly  to  endeavour  to  throw  off  her  Vows.  The 
following,  we  believe,  is  too  juft  a  pi£lurc  of  the  feverities 
which  have  been  often  pratStifed  in  thefe  feats  of  tyranny  and 
injuftice — 

*  The  fuperior  added  :  fifter  Sufan.  confider I  rofe  abrupt- 
ly, and  faid  to  her  :  Madam,  I  have  confidered  every  confequence. 
I  feel  that  I  am  undone,  but  a  nioinent  fooner  or  later  is  not  worth 
the  trouble  of  a  thought.  Do  with  me  whatever  you  pleafe,  yield 
to  their  fury,  confummate  your  injuRice. — Immediately  I  held  out 
my  hands  to  them  ;  they  were  feized  by  her  companions,  who 
tore  away  my  veil,  and  ftripped  me  without  fhame.  They  found 
in  my  bofom  a  miniature  picture  of  my  old  fuperior ;  they  feized 
it  :  I  entreated  permiffion  to  kifs  it  once  more,  but  the  favour  was 
refufed.  They  threw  me  a  fliift,  they  took  off  my  (lockings,  they 
covered  me  with  a  fack,  and  they  led  me,  with  my  head  and  feet 
uncovered,  along  the  pafiages.  I  cried,  I  called  for  help  ;  but 
they  had  founded  the  bell,  to  give  warning  that  nobody  fliouid  ap- 
pear. I  invoked  heaven  ;  I  funk  to  the  earth,  and  they  dragged 
me  along.  When  I  had  reached  the  bottom  of  the  flairs,  my  feet 
were  bloody,  my  limbs  were  bruifed  ;  my  fituation  would  have 
fofrened  hearts  of  fiint.  Wirh  large  keys,  however,  they  opened 
the  door  of  a  little  gloomy  fubtenaneous  cell,  where  they  threw 
me  upon  a  mat  h;,lf  rotted  by  the  damp.  I  found  there  a  flice  of 
black  bread  and  a  pitcher  of  water,  with  fome  coarfe  neceffary  uten- 
file.  The  mat,  when  rolled  up,  formed  a  pillow.  Upon  a  flone 
lay  a  death's  head,  and  a  wooden  crucifix.  My  firft  impulfe  was 
to  put  a  period  to  my  exilknce.  I  applied  my  hands  to  my  throat, 
I  tore  my  clothes  with  my  teeth  ;  I  uttered  hideous  cries  ;  I  howled 
like  a  wild  bead,  I  dafiicd  my  head  againft;  the  walls;  I  covered 
myfelf  over  witli  blood  ;  I  endeavoured  to  take  away  my  life  till 
my  flrength  failed,  which  very  foon  happened.  In  this  place  I 
palfed  three  days;  I  imagined  mvfelf  condemned  to  it  for  life, 
livery  morning  one  of  my  (xecutioners  vifited  me,  and  faid:  Obey 
pur  fuperior,  and  you  Ihali  be  liberated  from  this  place. — I  have 
done  nothing,  I  know  not  what  I  am  required  to  perform  ;  ah  ! 
filter  Saint  Clement,  there  is  a  God  in  heaVcn.'  Vol.  i.  p.  116. 

The  publication  of  this  work  in  France  may  prohably  be 
feafonable,  fince,  as  the  fplrit  of  fanaiicifm  is  certainly  not  quite 
extinct,  it  will  icrwc  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  fome  readers 
to  the  abolition  of  the  religious  orders,  who  might  flill  have 
regarded  it  as  a  kind  of  facrilege ;  and  as  we  are  convinced 
that  no  ordinance  or.infHtution  can  be  more  hoflile  to  true  re- 
ligion, or  more  inconfiflent  with  juilice  and  liberty,  than  the 
various  forms  of  monkery,  we  cannot  but  approve  the  objet't 
of  the  publication.  We  wifh  the  fccond  volume  had  been 
written  lefs  in  div  fpirit  of  a  Frenchman,  and  that  more  re- 
gard 
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gird  hiA  been  paid  by  the  author  to  the  delicacy  of  his  read-* 
crs.  Sotile  parts  the  tranflator  has  judicioufly  omitted  j  and 
the  beit  excufe  that  can  be  made  for  thofe  indelicacies  that 
remain  is,  that,  firice  the  author  had  in  view  to  render  the 
monadic  life  completely  odious,  he  probably  could  not  have 
cfFeded  his  objeo:  witlwlit  infcrting  fome  things  which  mull 
necefiarily  create  difguft. 


The  JElfftients  of  Medicine  of  John  By-ozuri,  M.  D.  trnnjlated 
from  the  Latin,  with  Comments  and  l/lujirations,  hy  the  Au~ 
thor.  A  ncvj  Editions  revifed  and  Corre^ed.  With  a  Bio^ 
graphical  Preface  by  'Thomas  Biddocs^  Al.  D.  2  Fols.  8v». 
125.     Boards.     Johnfon.      I795> 

CUCH  is  the  irrefiRible  force  of  truth,  that,  though  oppofed 
for  a  v/hile  by  tKe  artscf  the  interefted,  it  mull  ultimately 
prevail.  In  no  inftance  has  this  remark  been  more  fully  veri- 
fied than  in  the  prefent.  The  author  of  the  Elements  of 
Medicine  was^  in  many  refpe^ts.  but  indifferently  calculated 
to  render  the  opinions  \vhich  he  mauitained-j  palatable.  FeeU 
ing  the  irtiportance  of  what  he  had  difcovered  ftrongly  him- 
felf,  he  vainly  imagined  that  others  did  the  fame,  and  fooliih- 
iy  charged  thofe  \Vho  diflented  from  his  doctrines  and  opi- 
nions with  the  grofleft  ignorance  and  ftupidity.  Befides,  thtf 
garb  in  which  he  wa$  accuflomed  to  cloth  his  fentiments  was 
not  cf  the  moft  captivating  or  agreeable  kind  ;  Brown  had 
paid  but  little  attention  to  the  ncceflary  art  of  rendering  fci- 
ence  popular:  Yet  under  aU  thefe  and  many  other  dilBcul- 
tiesi  his  principles  have  not  only  made  their  way,  but  wrought 
a  confiderable  change  in  both  the  theoretical  and  practical 
parts  of  the  profefhon  of  medicine. 

Cohfidering  the  fubjedt  in  this  point  of  view,  the  talk  of 
tendering  the  author's  meaning  plainer  by  the  general  correc- 
tion of  his  language,  and  thus  facilitating  the  knowledge  of  the 
Briinonian  do6lrine,  was  certainly  not  unimportant ;  but  it  re- 
quired confiderable  attention  and  difcrimination  in  the  execu- 
tion.  It  is,  thereforej  with  pleafure,  that  we  meet  with  an 
editor  who  appears  well  qualified  for  the  undertaking,  and 
■who  has  performed  it  with  judgment  and  ability. 

What  do£lor  Beddoes  has  principally  had  in  view  in  this 
edition  of  the  Elements  cf  Medicine,  is  Hated  in  the  follow- 
ing paffage — 

*  In  the  typography  of  the  firft  edition  there  was  a  remarkable 
Jjjculiarity.  The  fupplementary  words  infeitcd  in  the  text  were 
printed  in  italic  cKai^cters,  and  very  frequently  fliort  explanatory 
|)hrafes  Were  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  page.     This  feems  to  hava 

been 
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^ri  Qone  in  inutation  df'lhe  Englifti  bible ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  tiic 
•author  confidered  his  Latin  text  as  facred,  both  on  account  of  the- 
purity  of  the  ftyJe  and  the  extellente  of  the  dodrjue.     But  as  few- 
readers,  I  to'n'ceive,  will  regarti  it  with  the  fame,  reverence,  and  as ; 
the  eflPe^l  is  difagreeablle,  the  printtr  has  b'een  directed  to  cFrange 
'the   italic  for  roman  charafters,  and  to  take  the   fliort  phrafes  into 
the  text,   ^  There  were  alfo  certain  corredions,  as  well  as  additions 
to  theoriginai  work,  given  in  Engtifli  in  the  text,,  and  in  Latin  at- 
the  bottom  of  the  pao;e.    Tiiefe  I  iiav'e  cailfed.to  be  omitfed.  TlT-ey- 
can  be  of  no  ufe,   except  in  cafe  of  another  editioh  of  the  Latin 
work,  for  which  they  may  be  eafil'y  procured  from  the  former  edi-^ 
tion  of  ,the  tranflalion.     To  complete  this  account  of  the   aUera- 
tions  I  have  made,  it  is  neceflary  to  add,  tRat  a  few  of  the  author's 
lon<^e!r  notes,  "for  the  reader';3  Convenience, ■  are   recelwed  •ii)l0:'tli9e' 
tex:^  .  ■         -  ■:  ■.   .^  i.  ; 

*  With  this  ^^atement  leti  the  reader  compare  my  infirut^ionp-,  . 
which  were  ''.to  giveja  correfted  tranflation  of  the  Elenients,  fucii; 
as  the  author,  had  he  talien  more  time,  would  have  made  or  >vifh> 
ed  to  make;  for  it  fiiould  ftill  reriiain  his  book ;  forne  freedoms  in^ 
"deed,  if  that  be  thougiit  pectfiary,  may  be  taken,  as  the  original 
Latio  will  ftill  remaiiik".    ,)(ol.  i.   p.  xi. 

In  addition  to  thefe  :*Iterat}ori'sV  'a  taBte  of  contents  lias- 
been  placed  at  the  hea-d  of  each  chapter,  which  was  certainly 
much  wanted  in  the  former  edition  of  the  work. 

In  the  '  Obfetvations  on  the  Characfles:  and  V/rii:ings  of  Doc- 
-tor  Brown,'  prefixed  to  this  edition^  there  is  frequently  llrength 
and  2'cutenefs  :  but 'the  biography  is  by  no  means  complete  j 
there  are  many  chafms  in  the  detail  of  the  life  of  this  extra- 
ordinary phyficlan,  which  require  to  be  Hlled  up  by  an  addi-. 
tional  llock  of  materials.  For  this,  mdeed,  dotftor  Beddocs 
in  fome  degree  apologifes  in  the  fubfequeiil  palTagc — 

'  I  find  myfelf,  however,  oblioed  to  relinquifli  the  cuice  of  bib- 
;gnipher,  fuch  as  I  had  conceived  it.  Of  late  I  have  had  few  op- 
portunities of  perfonal  inquiry  ;  and  very  little  of  the  information^ 
I  had  redfon  to  expeft,  has  reached  mc.  Neverthelefs,  I  may  iuc-.. 
ceed  in  delineating  the  moral  portrait  of  my  hero,  for  his.  "charac- 
ter was  exceedingly  open  to,  obfcrvation  ;  and  in  his  produccions  the 
temper  and  Underftanding  of  the  man  arn  moft  faithfully  exhibited. 

''A  perfon,  wiio  was  his  fcliool-fellow,  and  afterwards  iiis  pu])il 
iat  fchool,  informs  me  that  his  parents  were  mean,  but  honcil.^ 
\Vhat  was  the  particular  occupation  of  his'*father  I  have  hot  heard. 
Had  his  condition  been  fliperiour  to  that  of  a  pettv  village  artificer^. 
I  fuppofe  th'r  original  deftination  of  the  fon  would  have  bfeii  higli- 
er.  For  this  is  ah  affair  ih  which  parents  feldom  err  by  extefi;  of  hu 
ipility.'     Vol.  i.   r.  *xxxvi. 

From  this  account  It  would   feem  that  tlie  author  of  the 
Ciut.^Rev,  Vol,  XIX.  Jum.,  1797.       ^'  W      ii.lert!wt» 
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Elements  of  Adedlcine  was  born  in  1735-6,  in  the  parifK  of 
Buncle  in  the  county  of  Berwick. 

'I  am  fony'  (fays  the  ingenious  editor)  *I  cannot  minutely  trace 
the  fteps,  by  which  he  advanced  towards  intellectual  eminericer 
Mr.  Walt,  without  whofe  communications  mine  would  have  been 
a  meagre  narrative,  ftates  thit  "  he  early  difcovered  uncommon 
talents.  His  aptitude  for  improvement,"  continues  this  gentleman, 
*•  induced  his  parents,  after  having  fruitlefsly  bound  hiin  apprentice 
to  a  v/eaver,  to  change  his  deftination.  He  was,  accordingly,  feiit 
to  the  grammar-fchool  of  Dunfe,  where,  under  Mr.  Cruickfliank, 
an  able  teacher,  he  ftudied  with  great  ardour  and  fuccefs.  Indeed, 
he  was,  at  that  time,  regarded  as  a  prodigy.  I  went  the  fame  road 
to  fchool  with  him  ;  and  his  application,  I  well  rehiember,'  was'fo' 
ihtenfe  that  he  was  feldom  without  a  book  in  his  hand.'*  It  ■is''a* 
lingular  coincidence,  that  the  two  individuals,  who  in  thele  times 
have  been  principally  celebrated  for  their  attempts  to  extend  the 
knowledge  of  animal  nature,  fliould  have  been  both  natives  of 
Scotland,  and  that  each  fliould  have  been  put  to  a  fcoarfc  mechani- 
cal emplovment — Jolin  Brown  to  the  trade  of  a  weaver,  and  Johii 
Hunter  (accoixling  to  common  fame  and  the  repbrt  of  one  of  liis 
biographers)    to    that  of   a   carpenter  or    wheelwright.'      \' o\.  \/ 


a 
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Several  circumffances  that  feem  likely  to  have  led  to  the^ 
remarkable  changes  in  the  fituation  of  Brown,  are  here  very 
•well  defcribed,  with  much  ingenious  conjeflure  upon  them  : 
but  the  {lock  of  fadfs  by  which  they  are  fupported,  feems  much 
too  fcanty. 

The  following  clrcumftance,  which  our  biographer,  how- 
ever, only  relates  on  the  authority  of  rumour,  is  extremely 
curious,  and,  if  true,  places  the  fimplicity  of  Brown's  charac- 
ter in  a  if  rikihg  point  of  view. 

*  When  the  theoretical  chair  of  medicine  became  vacant  either  '■. 
on  the  death  of  Dr.  Alexander  Monro  Drummond,  or  the  refufal 
of  this  promifing  voung  phyfician  to  fill  it,  Brown  gave  in  his  name 
as  a  candidate.  On  a  former  occafion  of  a  nature  fomewhat  fimi- 
lar,  he  had  difdained  to  avail  himfelf  of  recommendation,  whic.. 
he  triight  have  obtained  with  eafe  ;  and  though,  according  to  the 
friend  whofe  words  I  have  jnfl:  quoted,  he  acquitted  himfelf  in  a  . 
manner  far  fuperiour  to  the  other  candidates,  private  interefl  then 
prevailed  over  the  jufter  pretenfiohs  of  merit.  At  the  prcfent 
compeition  he  was  alfo  without  recommendation;  and,  I  fuppofe, 
could  have  obtained  none.  Such  was  his  fimplicity,  that  he  feem'; 
to  have  conceived  nothing  beyond  pre-eminent  qualincations  nectf- 
ftry  to  fuccefs  \  nor  did  he  harbour  any  fiifpicion  ol  that  debafing 
fyflem  of  influence,  which   has  infefted   the  land   fj   thoroughly' 
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tt\at  the  port:  of  a  fcnvenger,  were  it  held  by  appointment,  would 
narcllv  be  procured  without  cabal,  or  retained  without  ferviiity.' — • 
The  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  appoint  profefTors  to  the  college,  as 
V^ell  as  mafters  to  the  fchool.  They  are  reported  deridingly  to  have 
inquired  who  this  unknown  and  unfriended  candidate  was ;  and 
Cullen,  on  being  fhown  the  name,  after  feme  real  or  afFeci:ed  he(i- 
tation,  is  faid  to  have  exclaimed  in  the  vulgar  dialeft  of  the  country 
-i— A/^V,  fure'^  this  can  nev,'r  be  our  Jock  !  With  this  fneer  the  ap- 
plication of  a  man  was  fet  afide,  whofe  equal  the  patrons  of  the 
Edinburgh  prof^fforfliips  will  probably  not  foon  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  rejecling.'     Vol.  i.  p.  *lvi. 

The  peculiarities  that  chara£lerirdd  this  very  extraordinary 
irian,  are  thus  concifely  dated  — 

'  He  was  endowed  with  uncommon  furceptibility  to  impreffions. 
By  whatever  objeft  they  were  touched,  the  fpring'j  of  his  nature 
bent  deeply  inwards;  but  they  immediately  rebounded  with  equal 
energy.  This  quality  is  the  foundation  of  all  moral  and  intelle6tual. 
fuperiority  ;  but,  unhappily,  the  ftrong  feelings  and  bold,  refolutions 
of  Brown  were  not  improved  into  fteady  principles.  He  neveij, 
feems  to  have  taken  pains  to  form  a  fyftem  of  condiidl  advantage- 
ous to  himfeif,  and  juft  towards  others.  As  foon  as  he  loft  the 
controul  of  fiiperftition,  his  high  fpirits  hurried  him  into  the  mofl 
intemperate  excefles ;  and,  at  a  later  period,  his  aftioijs.  can  only 
be  regarded  as  the  plunges  of  defpair.'     Vol.  i.  r.  *xciv. 

After  concluding;  the  life  of  doclcJr  Brown,  and  men- 
tioning  a  few  circumltances  which  do  lioi:  feem  to  be  very 
important,  refpecling  his  private  pra£lice,  the  editor  take^" 
the  opportunity  of  introducing  fome  obfervatioris  on  the  for- 
tune of  phyjicians.  In  thefe  obfcrvations,  thodiih  we  readily 
admit  that  doClor  Beddoes  has  difplayed  confiderablc  inge- 
nuity and  acutenefs,  we  cannot  fee  any  thing  that  juftines 
their  introdudlion  iri  an  edition  of  the  Elements  of  Medicine. 
Strictures  of  this  nature,  in  our  opinion,  would  have  been 
much  more  properly,  and  probably  more  advantageoufly,  in- 
troduced in  a  detached  eflay. 

The  editor's  remarks  and  refle£\:ions  on  the  *  Outlines  And 
Formation  of  Bro\vn*3  Syilem  of  Medical  Do£lrine'  are  judi-- 
cious  and  ufeful.  The  obfervations  on  the  principal  tenets  of' 
the  author  are  alfo  philofophical  and  important:  we  may 
probably  introduce  them  with  advantage  to  the  pradlitioner;, 
They  are  thefe — 

*  If  they'  (the  priHctpdl  feiiets  cf  BrOT^h)  *  be  rigidly  e:?amined,' 
Tays  doilor  Beddoes,  '  they  will  be  found,  I  think,  not  quite 
Confiftent  with  his  own  important  doctrine  of  the  accumulation  of 
ixtitability,  during  ditferent  dates  of  inadion.      It  appears  to  me, 
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that  accordiiig  to  his  firft  chapters  (xvlii),  living  beings  ought  trt 
have  proceeded  through  languor  to  death  in  orie  unbroken  tenour  of 
wakefulnefs,  and  that  all  the  images  and  lamentations  which  fleep 
has  fuggefted  to  the  poets,  would  have  been  loft*  He  who  afliimes 
that  a  certai'n  portion  of  excitability  is  originally  afiigned  to  every 
living  fyfteni,  by  his  very  aifumption,  denies  its  continual  produc- 
tion, fubfeqv.cnt  diffufion,  and  expenditure  at  a  rate  equal  to  the 
fupply,  or  greatei"  or  lefs.  That  the  brain  is  an  organ  deftined  to 
fecrete  the  matter  of  life,  he  could  never  have  fuppofed,  otherwife 
he  would  not  have  exprefied  a  doubt  whether  excirability  be  a  qua- 
lity or  a  fubftance. 

*  If  u-e  adittit  a  fucceffive  fupply  of  this  principle,  we  may  folvS 
irt  a  very   cafy  manner,  feveral  difficulties^  for  the  fake  of  which 
new  e{iicycles  muft  be  added  to  Brown's  fyiTtm.     In  the  cold  bath 
tre  may  imagins  the  generation  of  fenforiul  power,  to  prt>ceed  with 
fmafl  dimi'iiition,  while  the  adtions  on  the  furface  of  the  body  are 
confiderably  abated  by' local  fubduftion  of  heat.     Thus  the  well- 
known   glow  will  be  th^  effeft  of  undiminiflied  produftion  within, 
while  external  expenditiH'e  is  diminifhed;     But  weak  perfons  fre- 
tjuently  do  not  experience  afty  glow.     Here  the  aftion  on  the  /kiii 
affefts  the  fyftem  univerfally ;  the  pi*oduftion,  therefore,  i^  check- 
ed   from   the  torpor   of  the  fecerning  organ,  and  this  flate  of  the 
brain  explains   the  head-ach  and  chillinefs,  fubfequent  to  the  mif- 
iife  of  the  cold  bath.     Thefe  effecfrs  are  not,  in  my  apprehenfion^ 
eafy  to  be  reconciled  to  the  hypothefis  of  a  fined  original  flock  of 
excitability;  the   fame  thing  may  be   faid  of  feeds  and  eggs  long 
preferved,  without  fenfible  cliange,  in  a  flate  capable  of  germina- 
tion aiid  growth.      Sleep  fometimes  produces  no  refreflinient,  and 
yet  it  feems  not  to  be  imperfedl  or  difturbed  in  proportion  to  the 
languor  felt  on  awakino;.      This  I  have  attributed  to  a  failure  in  the 
fupply   of  excitability ;  and  nervous  fever  is  imputed  by  another 
phyfiologifl,  to   this   caufe   of  debility,  of  which    BrowH   had   no 
I'ufpiclon. — If  an  illuftrative  analogy   be  defired,  his   excitability 
might  be  compared  to   a   fluid  lodged  in  the  body   as  a  refervoir. 
According  tcJ  the  l^atement  wh.ich  I   think  more  confonant  to  thr 
ph^Enomena,    excitability  would   be  like   a  fluid    ifliiing  from   the 
brdn  as  water  from  a  fpring.     Thefe  refemblances  might  be  traced 
a  little  way,  but  they  foon  fail,  as  always  happens  in   matters  fo' 
eflentially  diffimllar;    . 

'  The  hypothefis  of  Brown  is  happily  adapted  to  the  limited 
term  of  life  ;  according  to  the'otlitr  fuppoi^Kio'ii,  we  muft  conceive 
old  age  and  death  to  depend  upon  a  limited  power  of  fecretion  ni 
the  brain.  The  difference  is  fcnreely  perceptible  here,  but  in 
terms;  it  is,  howevei',  pleaiing  to  fuppofe  that  vvifer  ages  will  be 
employed  ia  the- culture  of  the  human  fpecies  to  which  prolonga- 
tion of  lif&  is  eilential :  and  we  can  more  eafily  reconcile  our 
thoughts  to  augn-iSiitauoft  of  power  in  a  fecerning  organ,  than  of 
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the  original  provifion  of  excitability  ;  fo  that  the  doftrine,  in  other 
refpefts  the  more  probable,  feems  more  conformable  to  the  profpecl 
of  improvement.'     Vol.  i.  r.  ^^'cxxxvii. 

This  is  an  extenfive  and  important  field  of  Inquiry,  in  which 
the  inveftigation  of  the  phyiiologill  has  yet  gone  but  a  littk- 
way. 

It  was  the  principal  fault  of  Brown,  fays  Dr.  Beddoes, 
Tiaturam  ianquam  epnsalta  tiirr'i  defpicere.  Hence  minute  o.p" 
pearances  are  frequently  unfatisfa(3:orily  explained  in  his  writ- 


ings. 


His  dillinguifhing  naerit,  ,on  the  contrary,  he  juftlyconii- 
^ers  as  this,  that — 

■  * 

*  He  avoided  all  falfe  analogies,  and  confined  himfelf  within  the 
proper  fphere  of  obfervatBon  for'  a  phyfician.  Hence  at  a  time 
when  I  could  not  be  fufpeCled  of  that  difpohtion  to  diminifh  the 
faults,  and  magnify  the  excellencies  of  his  fyftem,  which  my  fliare 
in  the  prefent  publication  may  be  fuppofed  to  produce  ;  I  was  led 
to  remark,  that  "  if  he  has  not  always  difcovered  the  truth,  he  is 
feldom  forfaken  by  the  fpirit  of  philoibphy."  Before  him  invefti- 
gations  relative  to  medicine,  had  been  carried  on  juft  as  rationally 
as^if  to  difcover  the  qualities  of  the  horfe,  the  naturalift  were  to 
dii'e6r  his  attention  to  the  movements  of  a  windmill.  There  exifl- 
ed  no  fyftem  which  was  not  either  entirely,  or  in  a  great  mesfure, 
founded  upon  the  obferved  or  fuppofed  properties  of  fubftances, 
deftitute  of  life.  Thus  Boerhaave  taught  that  difeafes  depend  npor; 
changes  of  the  blood,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  certain  oily,  watery, 
or  mucilaginous  liquors  undergo  ;  and  I  have  already  had  occafiou 
to  fliew  that  CuUcn  referred  the  ph£?nomena  of  life  to  an  imaginary- 
fluid,  endowed  with  the  fame  properties  as  the  elcftric  fluid ; 
though  of  this  the  very  exiftence  is  (till  problematical.  His  pre- 
decelfcrs  having  in  this  manner  left  man  entirely  out  of  their  fyf- 
terns,  or  affigned  him  an  unimportant  place.  Brown  atchieved  the 
important  fervice  of  reftoring  him  to  his  proper  ftatiou  in  the  cen- 
tre. We  have  other  obligations  to  him  ;  but  as  I  have  already  had 
occafion  to  j)oiut  out  fome  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  prelimi- 
nary obferviitions,  and  as  the  reft  will  be  difcover(?d  by  an  attentive 
perufal  of  the  following  work,  1  fliall  leave  the  ta^  of  fingling 
them  out,  and  appretiating  them  to  the  impartial  render.  In  form- 
iiig  this  eftimate  he  fliould  have  before  him,  i.  The  difficulty  of 
emancipating  the  mind  from  the  dominion  of  inveterate  and  accre- 
^iited- error.  2.  The  much  greater  difficulty  of  giving  a  npw  form 
^o  a  complicated  and  obfcure  fcience,'     Vol.  i.   i?.  ^-clx. 

Of  the  improvements  in  this  edition  we  have  not  much  ta 
fay,  after  what  has  been  already  mentioned.  Dr.  Beddoes; 
h3,5  not  thought  it  necefTary  to  make  raany  additions  i  but; 
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-where  they  do  occur,  they  are,  in  general,  judicious  and  ufe- 
ful.  The  great  object  of  the  editor  feems  to  have  been  the 
elucidation  of  principles  and  opinions. 


Authentic  Correfpondence  with  Af.  Le  Brunj  the  French  M'l^- 
yizjier^  arid  other Zy  to  February  1793»  inclujivc^  publijhed  as 
an  Appendix  to  orher  Matter  not  lefs  important  j  ivith  a  Pr^- 
face^  and  explanatory  Notes.  By  f^.  Miles-  ^vo,  6s. 
feiued.     Debrett.      1796. 

JN  the  Preface,  which  is  addrefled  to  his  daughter,  Mr. 
-■■  Miles  expatiates  on  the  folly  of  Jofeph  the  Second,  m 
whofe  dominions  he  appears  to  have  refided  ;  and  on  a  fchexne 
of  his  own  to  givf?  independence  to  the  Liege  country  and  t^ 
the  Audrian  Netherlands,  without  the  intervention  of  France. 
He  fays  he  was  authorifed  to  propole  this  to  our  ininillry  ia 
February  I  "90,  when  he  entered  fully  into  the  detail  of  the 
advantages  likely  to  arife  from  declaring  the  independence  of 
the  Low  Countries,  and  the  principality  of  Liege,  under  the 
guarantee  of  Qreat  Britain,  PrufBa,  and  Holland  ;  but  the 
dul<e  of  Leeds,  then  fecretary  of  flate,  to  vi^hom  he  made 
ihis  communication,  v/as  of  opinion  that  the  Auftrian  Ne- 
therlands ought  not  to  be  taken  from  the  emperor.  Such  was 
the  opinion  alfo  of  the  cabinet,  vyhile,  at  that  very  time,  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  -yvhom  Mr.  JVliles  calls  '  a  ftain  and  difho- 
rour  to  royalty,'  a£ling  or  pretending  to  a£l:  in  concert  with 
the  Britifh  cabinet,  was  avowedly  of  a  different  opinion.— - 
The  remainder  of  this  Preface  contains  ipatter  wholjy  of  9 
perional  nature,  a  defence  of  the  author's  condudl  in  feparat- 
ing  kimfeif  from  the  minifber,  and  the  reaCons  why.  All  this 
is  unqueftiouably  of  importance  to  Mr.  Miles  and  to  hi,s  cor- 
refpondent :  but  to  the  world  in  general,  it  is  not  very  interefl.* 
ing  to  know  why  a  writer  lijce  Mr.  Miles  wrote  once  for 
governtnent,  and  v/rites  no  more  j  and  why  he  (till  receives  ^. 
penfion  fo.r  paft,  fervices,  with  which  the  public  are  unac- 
quainted. He  has  not,  however,  lof^  his  refpecb  for  his  olcj 
friends.  He  aifureg  us  that  *  the  tvvp  fecretaries  of  the  trea- 
fury  have  repeatedly  declared  that  it  never  was  the  vyifh  of 
government,  that  any  man  fhould  fupport  its  meafures  by  a 
facrifice  of  principle.'  V/ho  can  read  this  without  lamenting 
that  Uie  late  fupporters  of  government  have  thwarted  its 
wifhes  fo  notorioufly  ?  But  does  Mr.  Miles  really  expe£l  thuj: 
the  public  will  believe  all  this  ?.  Is  it  not  too  ridiculous  and 
nblurd,' even -for  the  mod  credulous  of  mankind  ?  If  Mr.  Miles 
feemed  to  believe  the  tv/o  fecretaries,  we  are  afraid  th?y  af- 
tervyards  enjoyed  a  hearty  laugh  at  his  expenfe.  ' 

VV  ■£ 
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•  We  come  next  to  what  are  termed  Prelhn'mayy  Ohfervations. 
The  fubjetT:  of  thefe  is  the  general  caufe  of  revolutions  in 
kingdoms  and  ftates  ;  and  it  is  handled  by  Mr.  Miles  with 
truth,  candour,  and  propriety.  This  is  indeed  by  much  the 
moft  valuable  part  of  the  work,  and,  printed  feparately,  miglit 
have  produced  confiderable  influence.  We  have  every  reafon 
to  believe  him  when  lie  aiTerts,  that,  '  in  fubmitting  thefe 
fa6ts  and  refleilions  to  his  country,  he  had  no  other  objeft  in 
view  than  to  promote  its  interefts  according  to  his  coraprehen- 
fion  J  or  rather  according  to  his  conception  of  things,  thofe 
interefts  cannot  be  properly  fecured  unlefs  they  are  perfe£l]y 
underftood  •,  and  to  imprefs  the  nation  with  an  idea  of  profpe- 
rity  and  fecurity  at  the  very  inftant  that  an  obftinate  perfeve- 
rance  in  error  will  fpeedily  and  infallibly  produce  its  deftruc- 
tion,  is  a  fallacy  of  fo  dangerous  and  criminal  a  nature,  that  it 
ought  to  be  inftantly  refuted,  and  cannot  be  too  ieverely  re- 
probated.'   p.  30. 

What  follows,  and  forms  the  largeft  part  of  the  volume,  is 
A  Rcviexv  of  A^r.  P'itt\  Adm\niJlration\  but  it  is  impoffible 
for  us  to  form  a  decided  opinion  of  this  tedious  Review  ;  and 
thofe  who  ar£  at  the  pains  to  wade  through  it,  will  be  equally 
at  a  lofs  to  make  out  a  confiftency  of  argument  in  the  whole 
or  in  any  part  of  it.  It  appears  to  be  meant  as  a  defencv,  of 
^Ir.  Pitt ;  but  the  charafter  given  comes  tlve  neareft  to  that  of 
one  of  our  monarchs,  that  *  he  never  faid  a  fooliili  thing,  nor 
ever  did  a  wife  one.'  The  enemies  of  Mr.  Pitt  can  wiili 
nothing  more  fevere  than  the  pitlure  here  drawn  of  his  rife 
3nd  declenfion  ;  and  his  friends  will  certain. y  wi^ii  the  auihor 
l;iad  be?n  a  little  lefs  candid,  or  that  be  had  not  made  an  at- 
tempt which  both  his  fenfe  and  his  in:lination  cr^unteracSl. 
This  and  the  correfpondence  with  M.  le  B  -up,  which  is  chief-i 
ly  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Miles,  feem  alfo  intended  to  prove 
tliat  the  French  were,  aggreflbrs  in  the  war, —  a  point  left  as. 
much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  The  author  cenfures  Mr.  Fox 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  afperity,  for  aflerting  that  M  Ma- 
ret  was  refufed  an  audien(;;e  of  our  miniftry  and.  diimilTed 
abruptly.  Without  entering  into  the  vindication  of  Mr.  Fox 
on  this  head,  which  is  not  our  province,  the  point  to  be  de- 
termined is,  not  whether  fuch  a  perfon  as  Maret  was  fen^ 
here  and  rejefted,  but  whether  it 'was  net  the  duty  of  our 
minifters,  if  they  difcovered  a  hoftile  tendency  in  the  njea- 
fures  of  France,  to  have  fent  a  proper  perfon  to  France,  and 
to  attempt  that  by  negotiation,  whic  h  is  never  efFe£l:ed  by  war? 
Having  done  or  not  done  that»  was  it  not  their  duty  alfo  to 
point  out  the  objeiSts  which  were  to  be  obtained  by  going  to 
war  .?  Did  they  expe(Sl  a  whole  nation  to  bear  thefe  burthens 
iS'hich  Mr,  Miles  has  fo  juftly  reprefented  as  grievous,  with- 

G.  g  .^  out 
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out  knowing  what  was  to  be  the  happy "hTue  of  their  patience 
under  fufiering  I  ■      ■ 

Such  are  the  contents,  of  this-  volume.  As  a  cefenfce  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  adminiflration,  it  is  the  mofl  feeble  we  have  met 
with  ;  as  an  explanation  of  the  caufes  of  the  war,  it  is  not 
more  i7i.tl,sfa£\ory  than  the  broad  afiertions  which  have  been, 
conilantly  made  by  the  fupporters  of  it ;  but  as  a  j-ull,  well- 
timed,  and  unanfwerable  expofure  of  the  folly  of  courts  in. 
provoking  difcontent  among  the  people,  we  may  rankit  among 
the  mod  valuable  publications  of  the  day.  This  praife,  how- 
ever, a.s  already  mentioned,  attaches  chiefly  to  the  Fnlimh'iary 
Obfcrvatiom.  As  a  writer,  we  have  often  had  occafion  to 
notice  Mr.  Miles's  merit.  The  prefent  work  ferves  to  (how- 
how  high  that  might  rife,  if  he  always  yielded  to  the  honeft 
Impulfes  of  his  heart,  and  did.  not  attempt  fo  monftrous  an 
nbfurdity  aS  an  encomium  on  the  virtues  tlX^^  talent^' oi  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  a  pifture  of  the  late  and  prefent  ilate  of  the  coun- 
try.  A  writer  who  pralfes  the  talents  of  Mr.  Pitt,  fhould, 
never  defcend  to  particulars. 


An  entire  Nczu  Syfhm  cf  A':hr cantlle  Calculation^  by  the  Ufe  of 
IJmvsrJal  Arbiter  Numbers.  Introduced  by  <m  Elementary 
Defcription  off  mid  Commercial  and  Political  Re^e^ions  on^ 
Univerfa I  Trade.  Hluftrated  and  Ecicmplijied  by  th^  E/emeriir 
of  the  Chain  Ruls  of  Three^  the  Nature  of  the  Exchanges, 
and  of  all  Charges  and  Contingencies  on  Goods  ;  %vhich  are' 
alio  reduced  to  a  Plain  and  Concife  Syftcm,  iritirely  New  and 
Univerjal.  By  an  Old  Merchant,  ^to.  ll.  Its.  bd.  Baards» 
Leigh  a;?/^  Sotheby.     1795* 

TIEN  a  merchant  talks  of  the  balance  of  trade,  or  a  po- 
litici-ari  of  the  balance  of  pov/er,  we  fu,rpe6l  immedi- 
ately, either  that  he  is  a  man.  not  accu Homed  to  deep  reflec- 
tion,  Qx  that  he  has  fome  finifter  ends  in  view.  There  may 
n.otbe  much  harm  in  the  metaphor  of  a  balance,  applied  either, 
to  trade  or  power,  provided  it  is  well  underftood  :  but  in  ge- 
neral the  on,e  is  a  term  current  upon  the  Exchange,  and  the 
other  in  political  clubs,  to  which  neither  the  fpeaker  nor  hearer 
give  them  felves  the  trouble  of  fixing  an  appropriate  meaning. 
Every  nation  th.at  trades  with  another,  rnult  give  in  return 
fome  commodity,  which,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  latter  na- 
tion, is  equivalent  to  the  commodities  exchanged;  and  the. 
grounds  of  this  eftimation  are  various.  A  rufly  nail  in  one 
place  may  purchafe  a  hog  ;  ?iit  the  balance  of  trade  is  not 
againft  the  nation  which  in  our  eftimation  gives  up  a  valua- 
ble thing  for  one  of  fo  iuconfidsrable  a  value,  any  more  than 
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it  is  ngalnll  the  firft  nation,  whiqh  frequently  gives  up  three 
bufhels  of  the  beft  corn  for  a  bottle-  of  wine.  Confufion  is 
introduced  in  the  fubje£l  frequently  by  bringing  in  go-Id- or 
paper  into  the  account :  but  gold  is  as  much-  a  commodity  as 
any  ether  article,  and  paper  is  the  reprefentative  of  the  com- 
modity:, and  when,  two,  nations  trade  with  e,\cli  other,  the 
only  balance  is  in  each  party  (landing  to  its  agreement  ;  that 
IS,  giving  in  return  the  quantity  of  commodity  for  which  the 
bargain  was  made.  Suppofing  that,  in  our  trade  with  Portu- 
gal, file  would  receive,  in  return  fot  her  wine  and  fruit,  no- 
thing but  gold  ;  we  mull  fend  fonie  o.f  our  commodities  to  the 
nation  which  has  gold,  to  purchafe  it  :  or  if  Portugal  would 
take  only  wh^xle  oil,  we  mufl  with  our  gold  pay  men  to  go  and 
get  it  :  if  flie  would  take  only  woollen  cloth,  the  merchant 
jn-ift  buy  woollen  cloth  ;  in  all  thefe  cafes  we.  have  a  certain 
value  in  our  minds  for  her  wine,  and  (he  has  a  certain  value 
for  gold,  whale  oil,  or  woollen  clath :  and  the  determinate 
quantities  of  each  being  mutually  advanced,  the  balance  is 
preferveci. 

But  our  author  fees  fomething  farther  in  this  bufuiefs,  and 
finds  Qut  *  various  balances  arifing  from  time  to  time  between 
each  commercial  place  and  all  others  individually  ;'  and  this, 
according  to  him,  is  of   great  confequence  in   bills   of  ex- 
change.    Now  bills  of  exchange  ai^e  only  reprefentatives  of 
commodity  :  and  gold  or  fiiver  being  commodities  in  more 
general  ufe  than  any  other,  it  has  been,  found  expedient  that 
the  paper  fliould  reprefent  thefe  commodiiies.   Various  caufes 
will  alfecl  the  value  of  gold  and  fdver  in  different  places,  and 
there  may  be  a  difSculcy  in  tranlporting  the  commodity,  or  its 
reprefentative,  to  a  given  place.     Thus  a  merchant  of  Lon- 
don may  have  to  pay  at  Leghorn  a  certain  fum  in  the  coin  of 
that  country,  and   forae  merchants  of  .Leghorn  may  have  to 
pay  certain  fums  to  people  in  London.     If  there  are  many  of 
thefe  Leghorn  notes  in  London,  the  Londoner  may  take  up 
one  at  the  vakie  which   it  has  here,  and  transfer  it  back  to 
Leghorn,  w^herc   it  will   be   good   money;  but  if  there  is  fa 
Mttle  mon^y  due  from  Leghorn,  that  many  merchants  inLonf' 
don  are  competitors  for  thefe  notes,  there  will  be  a  propor- 
tionable premium  upon   them.     By  taking  advantage  ot  the 
value  of  :notes  on  different  places,  a  prohcable  trade  niay  be 
carried  on,  which   requires  the  knowledge  of  what  is  called.. 
exchanges  :  and  for  this  bufinefs,  tables  like  our  author's  mav 
be  ferviceable. 

'   Our  author's  ideas  appear  to  us  to^have  only  the  ufual  con- 

fttfion  on  the  balance  of  trade:  but  we  muil   reprobate,  in. 

the  ftrongeft  terms,  what  he   fays  on   the  (lave-trade.     We 

^annot  admit,  that  the  taking  up  of  this  trade  by  another  na- 

'  tioii. 
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tion,  is  a  reafon  why  we  ihould  not  abandon  it,  any  more 
than  that  a  highwayman  or  a  pickpocket  {hould  not  leave  off' 
bufinefs,  becaufe  others  would  purfue  it  if  he  did  not.  This 
maxim,  too  general  among  traders,  muft  be  ftigmatifed  by 
every  man  of  reafon  and  refleclion  :  and  every  trader  fiiould 
be  taught,  by  the  contempt  of  all  tjien  of  principle,  morals, 
and  education,  that  his  gains,  however  great  they  may  be,  if 
they  do  not  arife  from  honourable  means,  from  ufeful  induf- 
Iry,  place  Jiim  in  the  rank  of  gamblers  or  receivers  of  ftolen 

goods. 

The  other  political  and  commercial  remarks  are  not  wor- 
thy of  much  notice;  and  the  writer  troubles  himfelf  little 
about  llyle.  Hercif^y  hereof,  thereofy  therefrom^  thereby.^ 
therein,  occur  continually. 

On  the  chain  rule  of  three,  we  fear  that  his  mercantile 
readers  will  not  gain  much  knowledge  from  his  explanation.. 
The  thing  is  fimply  done  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
doftrine  of  proportion. 

Let  A  :  B  :  :  C  :  D 
B:  E::D  :  F 
G  :H:     F  :I 

Then,  bv  adding  together  thefe  proportions, 
A  X  D  X  G  :  B  X  E  X  H  :  :  C  :  I 
.%     1=   R  X  E  X  H  X  C 

AxjLi.  X  G 
The  value  of  this  fradlion  is  more  eafily  found  by  bringing 
it  to  its  Ipweft  terms. 

This  rule  is  applied  ta  exchanges.     Let  it  be  required  tq 

reduce  399I.  into  millreas,  at  665,  per  millrea.     Then 
!.     d. 

I  :  240  :  :  399  :  x 
66i  :  I  or  (133  ;  2  :)  '.  '.  x  .  y 

7.y'i40.  399       o  MT 

.".  7  =  ~. -!^ — ^^^^  —  480  X  3  =  1440  millrcas. 

We  might  reduce  399I.  into  the  coin  of  other  countries  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  thence  determine  the  advantage  in  ne- 
gotiating by  bills  of  exchange.  To  avoid  the  trouble  of  doing 
this,  it  would  be  eafier,  from  a  view  of  the  exchanges  for  each 
day,  to  determine  which  bills  gave  the  greateil  advantage  to  a 
purchafer :  and  this  is  done  by  means,  of  certain  arbiters  on? 
tables,  which,  however  ufelul,  we  fear  are  not  fimple  enough 
for  the  young  merchant,  whofe  education  feldom  goes  beyond 
the  firft  rules  of  arithmetic;  though  perhaps  there  is  no  clafs 
of  men  to  whom  the  thorough  knowledge  of  figures  and  al- 
ge!;>ra  v*'ou!d  be  more  advantageous. 

j^rcho'oloc-ia  v 
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j^rcheeologta  ;  or,   Mifcellaneous   Trafls  relating  to  u^nUquhy. 
■    Publijhed  by  the  Society   of  Jntlquariei  of  London.     Vol.  X- 
\to.     \l.  6s.  Boards.     White. 

^T^HTS  volume  contains  forty  articles,  with  an  Appendix. 
■■■  Of  thefe  articles  few  are  of  ^ny,  importance :  for  the  re- 
jnains  of  Roman  potfliafds,  fpears,  and  helmets,  or  the  fan? 
taftic  ornaments  of  Saxon  arfhite£liire,  whi^h  the  parilh 
fhurphes  fupply  in  plenty^  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  of  any 
confeqpence,  when  the  general  fyftem  is  well  underftoodj, 
3nd  better  fpecimens  have  been  prelented  to  the  pyblic.  On 
the  other  articles  we  could  wilh  to  fee  the  focicty  employing 
its  energies;  as  the  qyeftions  conne^led  with  them  defervc 
inveftigation,  whether  from  their  importance  in  religion,  or 
as  related  to  the  hiftory  of  fcicnce.  We  refer  particularly  to 
the  article  on  baptifmal  fonts,  and  the  introdudtion  of  the 
Arabic  marks  for  number  into  England. 

From  article  the  firft  we  colle£l  fome  very  good  arguments, 
that  the  Rortus  Iccius  of  Julius  Csefar  was  at  Boulogne. 
Among  the  bell  we  reckon  the  impoflibility  of  C^sfar's  arriv- 
ing at  the  valley  of  Dover  by  the  leni  Afnco,  and  the  circum- 
flance  that  the  rpads  and  works  of  the  Romans  term.inatcd  at 
Boulogne,  in  the  province  of  the  Morini. 

III.  pbfervations  on  Canterbury  Cathedral-  By  Mr. 
Denne.  ---IV.  Church- window  Paintings.  By  Samuel 
Pegge. — VII.  E:itra61s  from  an  old  Book  relating  to  the 
Building  of  Louth  Steeple,  &c.  between  the  Years  1 500 
and  1518  By  Sir  Jofeph  Banks. — XHI.  Queningtou 
Church.  By  Samuel  Lyfons.  —  XVIII-  A  Mofaic  Pave- 
ment at  Ely,  with  trief  Remarks  on  the  Rife  and  Progrefs 
of  Mofaic  Work.  By  Richard  Gough. — Trite  and  obvious. 
—  XXI.  A  Saxon  Arch  in  Dinton  Church,  Buckingham- 
fliire.  By  Mr.  Brand. — XXil.  Obfervations  on  a  Roman 
Horologium  found  in  Italy.  By  Richard  Gough. — XXV lU. 
Inventory  of  Crown  Jewels,  3  Edw.  III,.  From  a  Record 
in  the  Exchequer.  By  Craven  Ord,  to  be  confulted  by  Per  • 
{ons  curious  in  the  Value  and  UTe  of  Place. — XXIX.  Stalls 
near  the  Communion  Table  in  Maiditone  Church  By  Sa- 
muel Dennc. — XXX.  On  Stone  Seats  in  the  Chancels  o£ 
Churches.  By  Do. — XXXII.  Brereton  Church  windows. 
By  Do.— XXXVIT.  Subfidy  in  1382,  colleded  by  the  Prior 
of  Barnwell.     By  Mr.  Qough. 

'  The  occaf^on  of  this  fublidy  granted  by  the  clergy  was  the, 
fchifm  in  the  church  formed  by  Clement  Vll.againft  whom  Urban 
"VI  publifiied  a  crufade  1382,  of  which  Hc-iiry  Spenfer,  bifljot> 
pf  Norwich,  was  declared  general.  The  granting  of  the  famt  in- 
dulgences as  to  the  crufaders  enoaged  in  war  againft  infidds  induc- 
ed 
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ed  fiich  numbers  of  all  ranks  ahd  degrees,  both  of  the-  kfty  an<J 
ckroy,  to  engage  in  it.  that  the  parliament  which  met  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1383  not  only  approved  the  raeafure,  but 
granted  a  conliderable  fubiidy.'      p.  387.  ,      . 

XXXVIII.  A  Charter  of  Barnwell  Priory.  By  Richard 
Gough.— This' relates  to  the  Midlummer  fair,  now  common^ 
]y  called  Pot  Fair,  the  hiftory  of  which  tifeferves  farther  in'"' 
vefligation  from  the  communicator  of  thi's'article,  who  pro^ 
bably  has  in  his  pofieffion  feme  valuable  information  on  Gar- 
Jict  la-ir,  which  is  now  fcarcely  known'  to -any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Cambridge,  but  thofe  living  ih  w 'Tiear  Jefus-lanel 
XXXIX.  A  Survey  of  Wymbledbh  'Manor:  By  JohA 
Caley. 

Roman  Antiquities.  II.  Derbeitffeira  'Romana.  By 
Mr.  Pegge. 

.*  The  refult,  upon  the  whole,  feems  to  be,  that  the  Romans 
were  concerned,  as  Dr.  Plott  obferves,  in, 5  multitude  of  places  Iq. 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  remote  fror-n  their  military  ways; 
that  more  Roman  antiquities,  variety  and  nuinb.M"  tak?n  together, 
have  been  found  in  the  county  of  Derby,  than  in  any  olher  pro- 
vince included  in  the  g^nerical  name  of  Coritani  {though  they  are 
not  fe\ver  than  five)  or  perhaps  than  in  moft  other  counties  in  Eng- 
land. And,  further,  ti;iat  were  gentlemen  in  their  refpedlive  coun- 
ties, and  H-e  have  members,  I  prefume,  from  moft  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  to  eniunerate  and  point  out  the  feveral  places  within  their 
diftricrs  and  provinces,  where  Roman  remains,  including  antiqui- 
ties of  all  the  diifcrent  kinds,  have  been  found,  in  fome  fuch  man- 
ner as  is  here  done,  ws  fliould  have  an  excellent  Britannia  Romana, 
on  a  very  extenfive  plan.  Whence  it  would  appear,  that  ourifland 
had  indeed  been  a  favourite  province,  as  Dr.  Stukeley  terms  it, 
with  that  great  people,  and  that  they  had  in  fa£t  occupied  or  vifited 
almofi:  every  comer  of  it,'     p.  35. 

V.  Furtlier  Obfeivatlons  oa  Cataxafloniunn,.  By  John, 
Cade.' 

*  Cji  reviewing  the  remains  of  Cataraftonium,  I  met  with  no 
r.eafon  to  deviate'  from  the  defcription  given  of  that  place.  The 
fcattercd  fragments  of  fortification  to  be  (een  in  the  circumjacent 
parts,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  its  former  magnitude.  When 
^  we  'confider  the  vaft  concoiirfc  of  people  that  mufl:  occafionally 
have  refidi'd  there,  the  accommodations  neceflary  for  the  num.erous 
foiourning  cohorts,  the  fpace  occupied  by  magazines  of  every  kind, 
with  the  allotments  requifite  for  merchants,  artifans,  and  mauufac- 
tiUres  ;  befides  its  being  the  fite  of  the  great  northern  corporate 
tnint.  from  whence  the  legions  were  to  befupplied  at  the  prsteFJtu- 
ras  and  Ca'cdoniart  iiations';  curforik  paiSng  by  its  temples,  hof- 
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tells,  ba.th3,  and  other  public  buildings^  need  we  queftion  the  airer- 
tlon  of  the  ancient  Catarafton  having  iucUided  Xhornburg,  JBurg- 
hall,  and  Catterick"  village,  a  circuit"  at 'the  moft  ripf,  exceeding 
three  Roman  miles  ?  It  would  be  abfurdity  in  the  extreme  to  be 
guided  by~" -ibme  writers,  who  imagined' that  it,  did  not  comprife 
above  ten  or  twenty  acres.  ■  Here  we  may  in  reality  meet  with  a 
hiore  appofite  BeUoritum  than  the  Oxonian  hi.ftoriographer  could 
poffibly  defcry," .where  "the  coins' preTerved  befpeak  Jupiter  Culids, 
and  the  teftimony  of  fucceeding  ages  has  never  been  wanting  to 
immortalize  its  former  fplendor  and  importance.  Well  might  th? 
philanthropic  '  Mr.  Burtoilj  conte'mpfoting  its  pr^fent  lituatiori,  re 
peat  the  words  of  the  pfalmift,  ^'  Come,  behold  the  Works  of  the 
Lord,  what  ddfolation  he  hath  brought  upon  the  earth."  I  muft 
ackxiowledge  that  i  :ne.ver  viewed  the  place,  that  tlie- fate  6f  lliiimj 
Tyre,  and  Carthage,  was  not  brought  to  nrry  rerrtenvbratice ;  but 
with  this  foothJng  refle£lion,  tbat  religion  and  juftice  fway  the  fcep- 
tre  of  this  happy  land,  whilft  contending  nations,  not  fatiatcd  with 
the  deftru6tion  of  a*  town  dr  a  city,  are  for  extirpating  whole  re- 
gions ;  as  if  feveral  of-the  European  ftates  wefeUnmeed  of  a  nt\H 
colonization.'      p.  57. 

Fine  embelliftinaent.  Indeed,  for  ati  antiguarian!  btit  ;Ins 
brethren  wilj.  harc^ly  be  fatisfied  \\'\x\i  t)xi?,'Jub  11  me  .rapture. 
With  thefe  obfer;»"attons,  are  given  feme  others,  deferving  at- 
tention, on  Daniui  rer^aias.  -    .    .  •      ■''■'■' 

XI.  A  Roman.  Altar  infcribejd  to  Belatucader.  By  Mvi 
Gough.' 

;  *  Profeflbr  Ward,  bifhop  LytteFtbn,  and'  o^ther  antiquaries,  were 
of  opinion  that  Belatucader  was  a  local  deity  of  the  IJrigantes  and 
other  northern  people  correfponding  to  the  A{k)ild  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans.  Mr.  Baxter,.  Dr.  Gale,  and  Mr."  H'orfley,  and  Mr. 
Pep^oe,  thou-^ht  hitn'  equivalent  with^Mars.  Mr.  ?e<we  fn  a  me- 
tnoir  comimunicated  to  this  fociety  1771,  and  puhlifhed  in  their 
Archseologia,  Vol,  III.  101—^104,  has  clearly  eltablifhtd  the  con- 
formity between  Belatucader  and  Mars.  I  fhall  not  repeat  his  ar- 
guments, but  content  myfelf  with  obferving  that,Jhe'infcription 
now  under  conlideration  is  a  decifive  confirmation  thaf  the  true 
i-eading  of  the  inlcription  at  Netherby  loft  fince  Mr.  Camden's 
time  is 

t5eo  Marti  Belatucadro. 

without  the  intervention  of  et  between  the  tWo  names:  Agreeable 
to  this  is  tiie  etymology  of  the  name  in  the  Briti-5b  languaoe  ;  Bdy 
duiu  cai/ar/2,.  Bel,  the  g-ni/  of  Jirength,  or-  of  cajiics  of  -viHir^  whence 
Dr.  Skikely,  in  one  of  his  MS;  notes  makes  it  fynonymous  with 
the  fcripture  phrafe,  the  Lord  of  hofts.  l\Ir.  Baxter  exphios  itj 
Bvl  at  ti  crtdr^  q.  d.  BtUis  ad  arcan  mcntij,'     ei  ng: 

If 
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If  we  refer  it  to  Phaniclan  origin,  which  feems  nattil'afj 
!he  infcription  is  eafiiy  made  to  be  '  Baal,  the  chief  of  the 
mighty  ones.' 

XIV.  Roman  Antiquities  difcovered  In  the  County  of 
Glouceiler.  By  Samuel  Lyfons. — Thefe  were  found  near 
Cirencefter,  and  confiil  of  urns  of  glafs  and  earthen  ware, 
amphoras,  celts,  pdteras,  bullas,  ftiles,  fibulas,  armillas,  bufts, 
and  Itateras.  '  On  the  ftatera  found  at  Kingfliolm,  in  1788^ 
the  communicator  cbfefv'es — 

*  It  is,  I  believe,  the  firft  which  has  been  difcovered  in  this 
kingdom,  and  is  very  well  preferred,  no  part  of  it  being  loft  ex- 
cept the  hook,  or  chain,  by  which  the  weight  was  fufpended. 

'  One  fide  of  the  beam  is  divided  into  fix  paits,  each  of  which 
js  fubdivided  into  twelve  ;  the  only  number  marked  on  this  fide  is 
V.  the  o:her  fide  has  the  nuhibers  V.  X.  XV.  XX.  infcribed  on 
it. 

*  As  the  Roman  pound  confifted  of  tivelve  ounces,  each  of 
which  contained  fix  fextula?,  and  twelve  dimidijE  fextulas,  I  had 
Lttle  doubt  that  the  fix  parts  in  the  firft  graduation  were  ounces, 
each  of  which  was  fubdivided  into  twelve  dimidiae  fextiilae,  and 
that  the  fecond  graduation  began  at  five  ounces,  and  proceeded 
on  to  twenty-four,  or  t\Vo  pounds.  An  experiment  I  afterwards 
made  with  the  P.omah  Weights  at  the  Britifli  Mufeum  confirmed 
me  in  this  opinion ;  for  they  taUied  as  nearly  as  could  be  expedled, 
i^'hen  the  lofs  which  the  ftatera  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  fiiflained 
in  weight  was  confidered.  All  the  Roman  fteel-yards  which  I  havd 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  are  graduated  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, making  the  higheft  number  on  one  fide,  the  Ibweft  on, the 
other,  and  proceeding  upwards  by  fives  either  of  pounds  or  ounces. 
The  fine  fpecimen  prefervcd  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  which  was 
found  at  Herculaneum,  is  graduated  on  one  fide  of  the  beam  for 
five  pounds,  and  on  the  other  proceeds  from  five  to  twenty-five. 

*  iMontfaucon  confounds  the  ftatera  with  the  trutina  or  fcaies, 
and  makes  them  fynonymous,  but  afterwards  defcribes  the  formei* 
under  the  name  of  campana.  It  (hould  feem  from  the  followingj 
palfage  in  Cicero  de  Oratore,  "  Ad  ea  probanda  qua;  non  aurincis 
llatera  fed  quadam  populari  trutina  examinantur,"  that  the  former 
was  chiefly  ufed  by  the  goldfmiths  for  weighing  jewels  and  things 
of  value,  and  that  the  latter  was  employed  for  the  common  pur- 
pofes  of  life;  though  it  is  rather  furprifing  that  this  fliould  have 
h^^n  the  cafe,  as  the  fteel-yard  is  extremely  liable  to  error,  and  far 
ieis  to  be  depended  on  than  the  fcaies. 

'  Moft  of  the  ancient  ftaterse  have  a  fcale  or  bafon,  fufpended 
by  chains  at  the  end  of  the  beam  :  this  fpecimen  has  only  a  double, 
hook.'     p.  134. 

XV.  An  Account  of  fome  Roman  Antiqiuties  in  Curii- 
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Wrland,  Kitherto  unnoticed.  By  Hayman  Rooke.  Altars, 
amphora,  remains  of  a  bath  in  the  fort  near  Nether  HalJ, 
■which  colonel  Senhdufe  is  very  laudably  employed  at  prefent 
in  laying  open  to  public  infpeftion.  XXXIII.  Account  of 
fbme  Sepulchral  Antiquities  difcovered  at  Lincoln.  By  John 
Pownall.  XXXVI.  Remains  in  Sherwood  Foreft,  difcover- 
ed by  Hayman  Rooke. — A  Roman  camp  at  Holly  Hill,  a 
brafs  key,  an  iron  dagger,  and  an  urn.  XXXI.  Antiqui- 
ties difcovered  at  Bath,  1790.  By  Sir  R.  C.  Engkfield. 
Thefe  are  the  remains  probably  of  a  temple  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  dedicated  \(S  ApoMe  and  Minerva,  the  tutelary  deities 
of  the  fprlngs  of  Bath,  iaf  which  a  fuller  and  more  acturate 
defcription  is  «xpe6led  from  Mr.  Baldvt'in* 

Vlll.  Account  of  the  antienc  Modes  of  Fortification  in 
Scotland.  By  Robert  Riddel. — A  doubt  is  ftated,  in  which 
we  join  with  the  writer,  that  the  ufe  of  iron  was  known  in 
Scotland  before  the  arrival  of  the  Romans.  IX.  Druidical 
?\nd  other  Britifh  remains  in  Cumberland,  defcribcd  by  Hay- 
man Rooke.  X.  Defcription  of  certain  Pits  in  Derbyfhirei 
by  Ditto. — Thefe  pits  go  by  the  name  of  Pitileads,  and  arc 
in  a  wood  called  Linda  Spring,  lying  at  Linda-lane,  about  a 
mile  from  Brackerfield  near  Crich.  They  are  in  two  ilraight 
lines,  forming  a  ftreet  250  yards  long  -,  in  width  at  the  weii- 
ern  end  four  yards,  in  the  middle  five  yards,  at  the  eaft  end 
nind  yards.  There  are  28  pits  in  the  fouthern  row,  and  25 
i^  the  northern-,  one  with  another  16  feet  by  15,  and  6  feet 
deep.  This  ftreet  of  pits,  the  writer,  not  without  a  great 
Ihcw  of  probability,  fuppofes  to  have  been  a  Britifh  town^ 
wliith,  allowing  three  only  to  a  pit,  would  contain  159  per- 
fons.  XII.  Ohfervations  on  the  machine  called  the  Lewis- 
By  Francis  Gibfon. — From  the  cavities  in  each  of  the  key- 
flones  of  the  body  of  Whitby  church,  which  fell  down  in 
1762,  the  writer  conceives  that  the  machine  called  '  a  Lewis, 
is  not  a  modern  French  invention,  but  an  improvement  of  an 
ancient  one,  and  that  our  anceftors  were  not  fo  ignorant  in 
mechanics,  as  is  generally  imagined.'  They  muft  be  luper- 
ficial  obfervers  of  our  cathedrals,  who  attribute  very  great  ig- 
norance in  thefe  points  to  our  anceftors.  XVI.  Obfen-a- 
tions  on  the  late  continuance  of  the  ufe  of  Torture  in  Ens- 
land.  By  George  Chalmers. — By  a  warrant  of  the  privy- 
council  in  1620,  figned  among  others  by  lord  cliancellor 
Bacon  and  Sir  E.  Coke,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  was  au- 
thorifed  to  put  Samuel  Peacock  to  the  torture,  either  of  the 
manacles  or  the  rack  }  and  torture  was  not  aboliflied  in  Scot- 
land till  the  a£l  of  union  in  1708.  XVII.  Obfervaticns  on 
vitrified  Fortifications  in  Galloway.  By  R.  Riddel. — We 
,  feaa  colled  nothing  from  thefe  obfervations,  but  wifhes  that 
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fomebocly  would 'go  iHto  Galloway  to  make  farthfer  iiiquir?eg» 
JiXXIV.^  An  Account  of  the  river  Orwell,  or  Orewiell,  iri. 
Sufiblk.  By  Mr.  Myers.— Conje£lures  on  the  river,  town^- 
and  harbour  of  Orv/ell.  XIX.  On  the  Hunting  of  the  Bri- 
tons'and  Saxons  in  Britain.  By  Samuel  Pcgge. — Trite  re- 
marks on  hunting.  The  chief  thing  worthy  of  notice  isj  that 
there  were  no  fucii  things  as  parks,  in  our  fenfe  Of  the  word, 
till  after  the  conqu^ll.  The  Saxon  word  jmrk  means  only  an 
inclofure,  without  reference  to  deer ;  and  iii  this  fehfe  we  re-, 
colle<^  to  have  heprcl  it  commonly,  ufed  in  Scotland. 

XXVr.  and  XXVII.  ObferVat^ons  on  a  Charter  in  Mr. 
Aftle/s  Tibrary,  fuppoled  to  be  one  of  Edgar's. — Thefe  two. 
papers  are  of  great  importance  to  antiquarians.  Mr.  Aflle, 
with  his  ufual  good  fenie  and  accuracy,  examines  this  charters 
which  he  clearly  Ihows  to  be  a  forgeryj  and  concludes  with: 
this  remark — 

*  Thus  I  have  "iv^n  vou  mv  fcntiment^  cohccrninr  vour  char- 
ter,  ivhrcn-  is  a  cnrioiis  monument  of  the  i^';horr.nc£,  as  v.'ejl  r.s  of 
the  art  and  knavery,  of  tliofe  who  were  the  fabricators;  Thefe  re- 
marks may  alfo  caution  antiqua'Hes  againft  Having'  too  riiuch  vene- 
ratiW  For  charters,  or  other  documents  which  appear  to  be  ahcient, 
■without  inqtiidng  into  theii"  authenticity.'     p.  240. 

XL.  Defcription  of  the  great  Pagoda  of  Madu'-a.  By. 
Adam  Blackader. — A  very  good  defcription  of  a  pagoda,  and 
chotdtric  annexed.  Our  readers  will  be  pleafed  with  fome 
particulars  from  it, .  as  coming  from  one  wlio  had  fuch  oppor- 
tunities of  examining  the  temple— 

■  *  The  religion  of  the  Hindoos  Confifrs  of  the  \\'orniip  of  onli' 
"one  deity ;  but  che  names  by  \v!)ich  he  is  known  in  different  di- 
ftrifts  are^vtry  tvnrTiefous,  as  are  alfo  the  various  forms  under  which 
he  is  reprefented.  In  honour  of  this  deity  an  edKcfe  or  teiuple  is 
uedted ;  in'  the  centre  is  placed  his  image,  before  u'hich  the  reli- 
gious' ceretnonies  of  the  briefts  are  performed.  The  building  is  in 
general  fmall,  and  fituated  in  an  area  or  open  fpace  ehclofed  by  one 
'  br  mofe  tvalls  of  a  fiifficient  height  almoft  wholly  to  coiiceal  it. 
Befides  the  temple,  there  is  a  very  Inrge  and  high  building  whicii 
makes  a  part  of  the  U'ail,  being  half  enclofcd  by  it,  through  which 
is  the  entrance  into  the  area.  This  may  be  bonfidered  as  a  fleeple'l^ 
tiot  being  Intended  fftr  arty  other  ptirpofe  than  that  of  attf-aiSing  thfe 
pid:)!ic  attentlbij,  having  only  a  fniall  apartment  in  each  ftory,  and 
*  'ibairtafe  leading  to  tlie  top.  Thefe  two  buildings  are  fimilar  iri 
ll]a»"e  externally,  differing  only  iii  fi^e.  The  fmaller  building  con- 
tatoS  the  apartment  far  the  adorati^h  of  the  deity^  which  is  lighted 
by:  lamps,  there  beiiig  lio  o[)eiiings  to  admit  the  light;  and  \\\f 
larger  one  at  the  lower  part  forms  a  magnificent  gatevi'ay  or  entrancf" 
quite  through  it;,  each  (tory  having  a  fmall  lateral  window. 
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*  The  infidc  of  the  wall  encloling  the  area  has  fometimes  a  fingle 
or  double  colonade  all  round ;  which  being  covered  over,  the  top 
forms  a  parapet  for  the  purpofes  of  defence  in  time  of  war. 

'  As  the  temples  are  by  much  too  fmall  to  contain  the  great  con' 
courfe  of  people  who  cqrae  to  celebrate  the  public  feliivals  and  wor- 
fliip  the  deity,  there  is  in  general  a  large  building  for  that  purpofe 
attached  to  it,  called  a  chouUry,  which  is  compofed  of  a  number  of 
columns  at  certain  dillances,  and  Covered  with  a.  flat  roof ;  thefe 
vary  in  number  and  magnificence  according  to  the  richuefs  of  the 
church.'     p.  450, 


'  The  temple  is  facred  to  the  deity  under  the  name  of  Choca- 
lingam  ;  and  indeed  the  fame  name  (that  of  Lingam)  is  adopted 
all  o.yer  India. 

'  The  image  or  reprefentation  of  the  deity  is  placed  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  apartment  facing  the  door.  It  is  a  block  of  black  gra- 
nite, about  four  feet  high,  of  a  conic  fhape,  with  the  outlines  of  a 
human  face  on  the  top,  and  a  gold  arch  over  it,  cai'ved  in  opea 
work,  refembling  the  glory. 

'  This  figure  is  never  moved  from  its  place  ;  but  the  bramlns 
upon  particular  occalions  bring  out  a  reprefentarioo  of  the  deity  to 
gratify  the  publick,  at  which  time  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  afTumed  a 
human  form,  of  about  three  feet  in  height  with  four  arms,  made  of 
gold,  and  in  a  very  fingular  manner  richly  ornamented  with  jewels 
and  (ilks, 

'  This  image  is  carried  on  men's  fiioulders  in  this  form  feated  on 
a  throne,  attended  by  the  bramins  as  his  fervants,  and  feldom  ap- 
pears in  public  without  being  accompanied  by  his  wife  Minachie.' 
P.  451. 


'The  temple  is  fufHciently  large  for  the  performance  of  the  reli- 
gious ceremonies,  which  is  the  bufmefs  of  the  bramins,  and  con- 
fifts  chiefly  in  wafliing  the  figure  with  water,  anointing  it  with  oil, 
burning  perfumes,  and  decorating  it  with  flowers.  Thefe  ceremo- 
nies are  performed  daily,  with  mufic  and  dancing. 

'  All  thofe  who  come  to  pay  their  devotions  do  not  enter  the 
temple  ;  but  fome  make  their  applications  in  the  area,  being  fatisf:ed 
if  they  fee  the  figure. 

'  Heretics  are  never  admitted  into  the  temple,  nor  even  into  the 
area  j  and,  fhould  it  ever  happen,  the  place  is  defiled,  and  to  purify 
it  the  bramins  perform  certain  ceremonies,  which  confifl  in  rub- 
bing the  M'alls  with  cow  dung,  fprinkling  them  with  the  urine,  and 
making  an  offering.'     p.  452. 

XXIII.  XXIV.  XXV.  Obfervatlons  on  Baptlfmal  Fonts, 
by  Meffrs.  Pegge,  Gough,  and  Carte.  —  There  are  many 
iqueftions  connedled  with  the  prefent  form  of  baptifmal  fonts, 
jf  it  is  proper  to  retain  that  name,  when  at  prefent,  inftead 
.   Crit.  Rev.  Vol,  XIX.  Jprily  i'j(^7-  H  h  of 
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of  them,  moH;  cfiurclies  prefent  to  us  a  hollow  fpace,  m 
which  is  depofited  a  {"mall  baton  to  hold  water.  How  long' 
was  immerfion  pradtifed  in  England  ?  that  it  was  pra(51ifedy 
feems  evident  from  the  form  of  the  baptifmal  font  at  St. 
Martin's,  Canterbury,  and  from  many  expreflions  in  our  ec- 
clefiallical  hiftorlans.  At  what  time  did  this  practice  ceafe  ? 
How  many  fonts  are  there  now  remaining  in  England,  fit  for 
the  exercife  of  the  baptifmal  rite  by  immerfion.'*  That  there 
fhould  be  very  few,  is  accounted  for  in  thefe  papers  by  an 
obfervation,  that,  during  the  civil  wars  of  the  laft  century,  all 
fonts  were  ordered  to  be  removed  out  of  churches,  and  bafons 
ufed  in  their  places.  Thefe  fonts  were  frequently  fold,  and 
turned  into  horfe-troughs.  The  ornaments  and  fhape  of 
fonts  are  here  chiefly  confidered.  Thefe  things  are  of  little 
importance,  unlefs  to  determine  the  antiquity  of  the  font  ; 
and  inafmuch  as  that  point  can  be  fettled,  we  may  afcertain 
that  the  ufe  of  fprinkling  had,  at  fuch  a  date,  got  the  better 
of  the  baptifmal  rite.  Mr.  Gough  concludes  his  remarks  in 
the  following  manner — 

'  The  refult^of  all  thefe  different  obfervations  Is  a  proof  that 
when  the  baptilm  of  infants  became  an  eflabliflied  cuflom,  which 
Mr.  Rohlnfo'3,  of  Cambridge,  in  his  elaborate  and  learned  Hiftory 
of  Baptifm  jufl  publifhed,  fiiews  was  not  till  the  14th  century,  it 
was  unnecedary  foi  the  adminiftrators  to  go  into  the  water,  and 
they  contrived  cil^erns  which  they  called  fonts,  in  which  they  dip- 
ped the  children.  In  the  firfl  baptlfterifs,  both  adminiftrators  and 
candidates  went  down  fleps  into  the  bath.  In  after  ages  the  admi- 
nilirators  went  up  fteps  to  a  platform  on  which  flood  a  fmall  bath 
called  a  font.  In  modern  pradtice  the  font  remains;  but  a  bafon 
of  water  fee  into  the  font  ferves  the  purpofe,  becaiife  it  is  not  fup- 
pofed  necelfai  V  either  that  the  adminiflrator  flioiild  go  into  the  wa- 
ter, or  that  the  candidate  fliould  be  imraerfed.  This  in  England 
wUs  cuftom,  not  lav/;  for,  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the 
governors  of  the  epifcopal  church  in  efFeft  exprefsly  prohibited 
Iprinkiing,  forbidding  the  ufe  of  bafons  in  public  baptifm.  "  Laft 
of  all  (the  churchwardens)  fliall  fee  that  in  every  church  there  be 
a  holy  fbunte,  not  a  bafon,  wherein  baptifm  may  be  miniffered, 
and  it  be  kept  comely  and  clean.  Item,  that  the  font  be  not  re- 
moved, nor  that  the  curate  do  baptife  in  parifli  churches  in  any  ba^  'p^ 
fons,  nor  in  any  other  form  than  is  already  prefcribcd."  Sprinkling  j,|' 
therefore  was  not  allowed,  except  as  in  the  church  of  Rome,  in 
cafes  of  neceility  at  home.  Dam.afus,  afterwards  pope,  conflrcK^- 
ed  a  baptifmal  font  in  the  old  Vatican  church  at  Rome.  The  font 
at  Notre  Dame,  in  which  Clovis  was  baptifed,  flood  without  the. 
church-  Richard  earl  of  Warwick,  1381,  is  reprefented  asbap-jfi 
tifcd  by  imraernon  In  an  hexagon  font  fupported  on  fix  pillars  round 
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n  central  fliaft ,  king  Richard  II.  his  godfather  holding  his  hand  on 
his  head. 

'  Immerfion  is  enjoined  by  the  canons;  and  it  was  thrice  repeat- 
ed, in  reference  to  the  Trinity  and  the  three  days  during  which  our 
Saviour  remained  in  the  grave.  Mr.  Robinfon  fuggefts  that  the 
bath  near  one  end  of  the  church  of  Eaft  Dereham  in  Norfolk  was 
a  baptiitery  ;  and  if  the  bifbop  of  Coventry  granted  to  Haghmoa 
abbey  an  officer  vvhofe  province  it  was  to  baptife  Jews  as  well  as  in- 
fants, it  is  natural  to  infer  that  there  were  at  that  time  Jews  refident  in 
Shropfliire,  and  one  baptiftery  at  or  near  the  abbey  for  the  baptif- 
ing  men  and  women.  The  compartment  on  the  font  at  Bright- 
helmftone  reprefenting  baptifm,  exhibits  the  parties  under  arches, 
perhaps  of  the  baptiftery.  Mr,  Robinfon  offers  other  ingenious 
conje£lures  on  the  reliefs  on  fonts,  which  I  forbear  to  enlarge  on 
here,  thinking  it  is  time  to  conclude  this  paper,  after  obferving  how 
little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  fubje6t  by  the  befl  and  moil  in- 
quifitive  defcribers  of  our  churches.'  p.  207. 

We  perfeftly  agree  with  Mr.  Gough  that  the  fubjedl:  de- 
ferves  attention  ;  and  with  Mr.  Carte,  that  if  the  baptifmal 
rite  is  performed  in  a  private  houfe,  the  clergyman  fhould  take 
away  the  napkin  and  bafon  for  ecclefiaftical  ufes  !  It  is  extra* 
ordinary,  thac,  fmce  immerfion  is  agreeable  to  the  articles  o£ 
the  church  of  England,  there  is  no  inftance  of  this  ceremony- 
being  performed  in  any  church  at  prefent :  and  perhaps  an 
accurate  furvey  of  our  parifli  regifters,  and  the  records  of  old 
families,  might  eftabllfh  the  point  of  time  when  it  ceafcd. 
From  the  encouragement  given,  to  the  queftion  in  the  prefent 
volume,  we  may  exDe£l  that  the  fociety  will  foon  be  enabled 
to  produce  a  fufficient  flock  of  materials,  on  which  a  decifioix 
may  be  founded. 

XXXV.  Obfervations  on  the  Introdufiion  of  Arabic  Nu- 
merals into  England.  By  IVlr.  North — This  is  a  very  valu- 
able paper.  The  ufe  of  the  Arabic  numerals,  before  the 
Helmdon  date,  is  clearly  (lievvn  to  be  impolFibie.  The  Helm- 
don  date  is  properly  fet  afide  from  the  improbability  that  the 
figures  1 123  or  1233,  take  either  Wallis's  or  Ward's  fuppofi- 
tions,  fliould  have  been  ufed  on  a  mantle  piece,  and  yet  not 
be  found  in  any  manufcripts  of  the  fame  date.  From  a  table 
of  eclipfes  in  Bcn'et  library,  Cambridge,  it  is  evident  that,  be- 
tween the  years  13^0  and  1348,  the  numerals  had  been  but 
little  ufed.  In  the  fame  library  the  writer  difcovered  a  more 
ancient  date  than  in  Bacon's  calendar,  in  the  Treatife  on  the 
Sphere  by  Grofthed,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  which  led  him  to 
attribute  the  introduftion  of  thefe  figures  into  England  to  that 
celebrated  prelate.  His  reafons  we  will  give  in  his  own  words, 
which  to  us  are  fatiifailory — 
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'  To  this  great  reftorer  of  learning  Robert  Grofthed,  blfhop  of 
Lincoln  (whofe  life,  begun  by  Dr.  Knight,  muft  have  been  very 
acceptable  had  he  finiflied  it),  we  of  this  nation  principally  owe,  I 
apprehend,  our  knowledge  of  the  cyphers  or  prefent  figures.  The 
authority  I  have  for  this  notion  has,  to  my  great  furprize,  been  hi- 
therto overlooked,  though  very  remarkable,  and  equally  clear.  It 
is  in  the  continuation  of  Matthew  Paris'  Hijicria^  ad  an.  125 1,  p. 
1 1 12,  edit.  Parkeri,  where  he  gives  an  account  of  the  death  of 
John  Bafinglloke,  archdeacon  of  Leicefter.  "  Hie  Magifler  Jo- 
hannes figuras  Grsecorum  numerales  &  earum  notiriam  &:  fignifica- 
tiones  in  Angliatn  portavit  &  familiaribus  fuis  declaravit,  per  quas 
figuras  etiam  litere  reprefentantur.  De  quibus  figiiris  hoc  maxime 
admirandum  quod  unica  ngura  quilibet  numerus  reprefentatur,  quod 
non  eft  in  Latino,  vel  in  Algarifmo."  How  long  his  return  from 
Athens  was  before  his  death  we  are  not  informed  :  but  as  to  the 
telbment  of  the  twelve  patriarchs,  which  John  firli  mentioned  to 
bifliop  Grofthed,  INIatthew  Paris  tells  us,  p.  800,  the  bilhop  tranf-  '! 
lated  it  into  Latin  in  the  year  1241  ;  and  fuppofing  he  fent  to 
Greece  for  them,  as  foon  as  he  received  information  of  them,  and, 
allowing  two  or  three  years  for  that  buiinefs,  we  may  fuppofe  John 
Balingftoke's  return  from  Athens  was  between  123-;  and  1240. 

'  I'here   have  been  no  fpecimens  produced  of  them  which  are    \ 
imdoubted   before  that  time.      INIatthew  Paris  himfelf  knew  them 
not,  if  we  may  credit  the  manufcript  in  his  hand  in  the  king's  li- 
brary, in  which  the  dates  are  all  in  Roman  letters. 

'  Johannes  de  Sacro  Bofco,  Prefacius  Judceus,  whofe  table?, 
wrote  in  1308,  are  in  the  king's  library,  and  Roger  Bacon,  who 
all  ufed  the  figures,  lived  and  wrote  till  after  the  time  above  affigned 
for  the  inti-oduction  of  them. 

'  That  Thomas  Riflianger,  or  whoever  was  the  continuator  of 
Matthew  Paris's  hiftory,  (liould  call  them  Jiguras  Grcecorum  is  no 
wonder;  for  if  we  will  not  with  Huetius,  or  before  him  Petrus 
Dafypodius,  profelTor  of  mathematics  at  Strafburg,  Uippofe  theni  to 
be  derived  from  the  lelTer  Greek  letters ;  yet,  as  the  introdudion  of 
them  to  us  was  from  Greece,  he  might,  without  impropriety,  call 
them  G/treiorum  Jigui  as,  even  if  we  mufi:  fuppofe  them  originally 
invented  among  the  Indians,  uhofe  country,  arts,  and  fciences  were 
fo  little  known  in  this  part  of  the  world.'     p.  374. 

We  have  fo  many  manufcripts  in  England,  capable  of  throw- 
ing light  upon  this  fubje^t,  that  we  hope  the  fociety's  efforts 
will  be  direfted  to  the  ellablifliment  of  this  point ;  and,  to  fur- 
ther the  wilhes  of  the  writer,  that  the  lives  of  Gerbercus  and 
Grcllhed  may  be  given  with  that  accuracy  which  their  impor- 
tance in  the  hillory  of  literature  deferves. 
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An  Hijlorica! D'lfjl'rtation  upon  the  Origin,  Suf/jen/ton,  end  Re ~ 
vivaly  of  the  Judicature  and  Independency  of  the  Irijh  Par- 
liament. IVith  a  Narrative  of  the  Irani atJions  in  1 7 19, 
relative  to  the  celebrated  Declaratory  Law  \  extratled  from 
the  Paper s  of  the  late  Earl  of  Egmont :  and  a  Gomment  on 
his  Lordfhip's  Opinion,  upon  the  Legiflative  Union  of  thefe 
Kingdoms.  To  which  is  annexed  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  tranfcribed from  a  Copy'prmted  by  Authg^ 
rily  the  l  \.t.h  of  Feb.  1790,  accurately  compared  with  the  lead- 
ing Cafes  \  the  Dates  and  Caufes  of  their  Origin,  Conftrudiony 
and  Application.^  extra ded  from  the  fcurnals  of  Parliament., 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  By  Henry,  Vifcount ,-Mounl- 
morresy  F.  R.  S.  &  M.  R.  L  A.  '^vo.  "  3;.  ba'.  I)e- 
brett. 

'T^HE  noble  autbor  of  the  work  before  us  is  kriown  to  the 
literary  public  by  feveral  produttions,  which,  if  they  are 
not  diftinguifhed  by  flriking  traits  of  original  genius  or  of 
profound  inveftigation,  at  lead  contain  matter  feledled  wifh 
much  ufeful  induftry,  and  refieftions  evidently  influenced  by 
motives  of  patriotifm. 

The  views  and  fcope  of  the  publication  are  explained  in  the 
following  extract  from  his  lordfhip's  Preface — • 

*  Though  the  apparent  defign  of  this  compilation  is  to  trace  the 
origin,  fufpenfion,  niid  revival  of  the  jnrifdidion  of  the  Iridi  par- 
liament ;  a  fubjeft  however  interefting  it  might  ii;ive  been  in  1782, 
now  of  lefo  moment,  becaiife  it  is  no  longer  a  quedion  oi  novelty  : 
yet,  it  will  be  found  to  lead  to  a  diirertcUion  of  tl)e  greateft  impor- 
tance, that  naturally  fprings  from  the  fources  of  information,  of 
which  the  author  has  been  pofened  ;  viz.  the  legiflative  incorpora- 
tion of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

'  In  the  "  Genenlogical  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of  Ivery  many 
important  materials  will  be  found  relative  to  the  general  hitlory  of 
Ireland,"  particularly  a  long  and  minute  detail  of  the  great  cafe  of 
Sherlock  and  Annclly,  of  the  merits,  grounds,  precedL-nls,  and  re-' 
prefentations  that  guided  the  condutT:  of  the  Irilh  parliament  in 
that  momentous  qiiefllon,  that  produced  the  famous  declaratory 
law  in  1 7 19,  and  annihilated  the  inde[)endence  of  the  Irifli  parliu- 
,.ment. 

*  The  re[)eal  of  that    law   in  i  781-2,  and  the  aft  which  finally 
i  .renounced  the  defign  of  ever  binding  Irel;\nd  again  bv  a  Britilii  a6l 

,- of  Parliament,  were  the  fruits  of  a  long  and  arduous  conteft  ; 
where  patrionfm  was  at  lafl:  trium()hant,  where  the  efforts  of  a  viiv 
tuous  oppofition  were  crowned  with  complete  fuccefs.  The  hif- 
tory of  thofe  traufii'fious  will  form  a  brilliant  page  in  the  annals  of 
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'  As  one  who  took  an  acflive  part  in  that  arduous  conteil: ;  the 
author  cannot  reflect  upon  part  fcenes  without  dehght ;  nor  upon 
that  ftruggle,  without  fatisfadion,  not  hke  other  contefts  which 
recent  periods  have  produced,  a  mere  fkirmifh  for  place,  power, 
and  emolurtient ;  but  a  fyftematic  oppofition  to  a  defpotic  influ- 
ence, grounded  upon  the  pureft  motives  of  genuine  patriotifm  ; 
where  the  parties  purfued  their  own,  through  the  intereft  and  wei- 
fare  of  the  cominuuity.'     p.  i. 

By  the  lad  paffage  in  this  extract,  our  readers  will  perceive 
that  we  have  not  been  incorre£l  in  defcribing  lord  Mount- 
n^orres  as  a  patriot. — With  refpe£l  to  the  legiflative  incorpo- 
ration of  Ireland  with  England,  the  topic  is  undoubtedly  of 
confiderable  importance  to  both  countries.  That  fuch  a  cir- 
cumflance  may  take  place,  is,  we  believe,  the  ardent  wifh  of 
many  leading  charaiSlers  on  this  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
water  ;  but  from  the  example  of  infignificancy  prefented  by 
Scotland  fince  her  union  with  Great  Britain,  from  the  long 
controuled  exercife  of  the  legiflative  and  juridical  powers  in 
Ireland,  and  from  the  fpirit  and  perfeverance  which  the  Irifh 
patriots  have  difplayed  in  emancipating  their  parliament  and 
courts  of  law  from  a  humiliating  dependance  on  this  country, 
it  fliould  feem  that  much  party  conflitl  and  ferious  oppofitiori 
would  precede  the  accomplifhment  of  the  meafure,  fliould  it 
ever  be  finally  pradticable.  Lord  Mountmorres,  defirous  of 
clofely  adhering  to  his  duty  as  an  hiftorian,  offers  no  opinion 
of  his  own  on  this  very  interefling  branch  of  Britifh  politics. 

Obferving  on  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  the  falutary  reforms 
and  eftablifliments  by  which  it  might  be  improved,  his  lord- 
fhip  makes  many  remarks  that  indicate  a  mind  afTiduoufly  in- 
tent on  the  public  good.  Our  readers  v.'ill  probably  be  pleafed 
with  a  fpecimen — 

*  All  hopes  of  national  improvement,  of  general  indurtry  and 
civilization  are  idle  and  vifionary,  where  liquid  poifon  is  permitted 
to  be  fold  at  the  corner  of  every  llreet,  and  rendered  a  lucrative 
fource  of  revenue.  The  ufe  of  opium  in  Turkey,  and  of  whi/liey 
in  Ireland,  are  equally  pernicious;  deftruftive  of  the  morals,  of 
the  undcrftanding,  of  the  health,  and  corporal  rtrength  of  the  pre.^ 
fent,  nay,  of  the  future  rate,  in  thofe  countries. 

*  Some  regulations  have  lately  prevailed  in  Ireland,  but,  inade- 
quate to  the  prevention  of  this  bane  of  national  profperity  ;  but  as 
the  author  has  elfewhere  enlarged  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  fhall  now 
conclude  with  humbly  recommending  this,  as  the  grand  primary 
objeft,  which  fliould  precede  every  other  coniidei-ation. 

'  Should  arrangements  of  this  kind  obtain,  Ireland  might  fiourifh  to 
as  great  a  degree,  or  in  a  greater  proportion,  perhaps,  than  any  partJ 
qi  the  old  world  j  of  th  qU  ivoiU  is  emphatically  repeated  ;  be-t 
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caiife  the  tendency  of  the  fatal  and  impolitic  conducl  of  the  allied 
powers  combined  by  imperial  loans,  and  fed  by  fubfidiary  treaties, 
w-ill  ultimately  tend  to  accelerate  the  future  greatnefs  of  America, 
and  the  poetical  prophecy  of  bifhop  Berkley  vviJl  no  longer  be  con- 
fidered  as  romantic  and  vifionary. 

'  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  good  genius  of  England 
will  refcue  her  from  calamities  incurred  by  the  abfurdity  of  our  po- 
litical conduft,  that  a  combination  of  ability  fliall  direit  the  lenate, 
and  not  a  mere  capricious  arrangement  of  juvenile  conne6tions  : 
for,  it  it  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  underllandings  of  men  and 
the  pubhc  tafte  ia  this  country  have  retrograded  for  the  laft  twelve 
years ;  and  men  have  difcovered  that  the  high  road  to  office  and 
/  preferment  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  is  bowing  at  tiie  levees  of 
minifters,  and  being  the  foremofl;  example  in  the  vafialage  of  mi*' 
nifterial  fervility  ;  and  not  by  the  Improvement  of  their  minds, 
and    the   acquifition   of  conflitutional   learning   and  information.' 

P-  39- 

The  above  paflages  contain  feme  of  the  beft  thoughts  and 
writing  in  his  lordlhip's  Diflertation  ;  tovt^ards  the  conclufion 
of  which  he  enters  into  a  Ihort  refutation  of  x\lr.  Paine's  prin- 
ciples of  government.  It  is  not  our  immediate  province  to  dif- 
cufs  the  merits  of  that  epigrammatic  and  Hngular  writer ;  we 
have  only  to  obferve,  that  his  noble  antagoniil  has  not  placed 
the  fubje£t  in  any  attitude  more  new  or  interelUng  than  it 
has  already  alTumed.  We  mull  alfo  remark,  that  fuch  digref- 
fions,  when  contralted  with  pedigree  details  ■^.nAjIand'mg  oide/s 
of  the  Iri//i  houfe  of  peers,  gives  to  what  lord  Mountmorres 
calls  an  '  elaborate  work,'  a  very  defultory  appearance  ;  and 
that  he  has  complimented  the  editors  of  certuuj  books  with  a 
moft  fulfome  littlenels  of  authorlhip. 


A  Stai'ijilcal  Account  of  the  Parijh  of  Aghahocy  in  the  Queen's 
County i  Ireland.  By  Edvjard  Ledwich-,  LL.  B.  Secretary 
to  the  Committee  of  Antiquities  of  the  Royal  Irijh  Academy^ 
and  Fcllozv  of  the  Antiquarian  Societies  of  London  and  Scot' 
land.     ^vo.     Archer,  Dublin.     1796. 

THE  flatiftical  account  of  Scotland,  given  by  fir  John  Sin- 
clair, chiefly  from  the  information  of  the  clergy  of  that 
country,  has  roufed  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Ledwich,  vicar  of  the 
parifh  of  Agluboe  in  the  Queen's  County,  where  he  has  re- 
fided  above  twenty  years,  to  begin  fomething  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, relative  to  the  negledled  country  of  irjiand, — a  part  of 
the  Britifh  dominions,  as  far  behind  the  northern  divifion  of 
our  illand  in  fcientific  cultivation  of  either  mind  or  eftute, 
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and  in  the  general  fpirk  of  improvement,  as  it  is  fuperior  to 
it  in  the  mildners  of  its  climate  and  the  fertility  of  its  foil. 
The  information  is  contained  under  the  following  heads  — 

*  Of  the  Name  and  Origin  of  the  Parifli  — Of  its  Topography 
— Of  the  Face  of  the  Parilh  ;  its  Soil  and  Foffils— Of  the  Pro- 
prietors, Houfes,  Population— 'Of  the  Size  of  Farms,  Leafes,  Tithes, 
Implements  of  Hiilbandry,  and  Poor — Of  the  Tillage — Of  the 
Rental,  Stock,  and  Induflry  of  the  Parlfli — Of  the  Parifli  Church 
of  Aghaboe,  the  Dominican  Abbey  and  other  Antiquities.' 

The  two  firft  and  the  laft  articles  give  Mr.  Ledwich  an 
opportunity  of  introducing  the  knowledge  of  the  antiquary  ; 
in  which  line  he  has  already  defervedly  obtained  the  notice  of 
the  public. 

The  parifh  of  Aghaboe  is  naturally  fertile ;  the  frequent 
(bowers  nourilh  a  perpetual  verdure  ;  the  greatefl  want  is  that 
of  firing,  the  country  having  been  defpoiled  of  wood,  in  which 
it  formerly  abounded.  Manufaflures  have,  on  this  occafion, 
as  in  many  others,  been  unfavourable  to  the  comforts  of  the 
poor  cottager. 

*  At  the  time  of  making  the  Down  furvey,  the  remnants  of 
former  woods  exifled  at  Kilenefeer,  Carrig,  Knockfin,  Gurtneclea 
and  Ballygihen,  but  flirubs  were  numerous:  thefe  were  oak,  birch, 
afli  and  other  faplings  from  old  flocks.  The  Englifli  colonifts  to 
clear  their  lands  greatly  reduced  the  quantity  of  timber ;  but  what 
annihilated  almoft  every  veftige  of  it  were  the  iron-works  fet  up  in 
the  laft  century  in  this  county.  One  was  ere£led  by  fir  Charles 
Coote  at  Moyntrath,  about  five  miles-  from  Aghaboe  :  another  at 
Ballynakill  by  lord  Londonderry,  about  feven  miles-,  and  a  third 
at  Mourtmelick  by  lord  Loftus,  about  fifteen  miles  ;  thefe  effeflu- 
allv  defpoiled  the  parifli  of  its  timjber,  fo  that  except  a  few  elm  and 
afli,  and  thefe  not  exceeding  fifty  years  growth,  there  are  no  other 
timber  trees  in  the  parifh  ;  of  courfe,  the  country  looks  naked  and 
drear}-..  Mr.  Young  in  his  tour,  fpeaks  indignajitly  and  truly  on 
this  kibjeft,  and  has  thrown  out  fome  ufeful  hints,  well  deferving 
the  attention  of  landed  gentlemen,  who  feem  warmly  to  have 
adopted  them  in  many  places. 

'  Our  bogs  and  moors,  which  formerly,  like  cancers,  overfprcad 
the  parifli,  are  now  fcarcely  fufficient  to  fupply  fuel  to  its  inhabi- 
tants. Turf  is  the  general  firing  ;  this  is  cut  late,  feldom  before 
July  ;  fo  that  if  the  fummer  tutns  out  wet,  people  are  greatly  dif- 
trelied ;  the  cabbins  are  moift  and  cold  ;  fevers  and  agues  often 
fucceed,  and  the  fences  are  torn  and  deftroyed  by  the  poor  :  all 
thefe  evils  might  be  prevented  by  cutting  turf  in  March,  which 
would  allow  it  time  to  dry,  and  when  carefully  clamped,  might, 
without  injury,  be  drawn  home  in  wet  weather.'     p.  36. 

Ail  the  rent  of  this  parifl;  is  paid  to  abfentees  j  there  are  a 
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few  good  houfes  ;  the  reft  are  the  common  Iriih  cabbins,  of 
which  Mr.  Ledwich  fays — 

*  The  external  appearance  of  thefe  is  wretched,  but  they  are  by 
no  means  unhealthy  habitations,  many  of  them  have  diftinft  apart- 
ments and  are  convenient.  When  the  roof  is  good  and  the  walls 
.dry  they  are  extremely  v/arm  ;,and  the  numbers  of  children  ilTuing 
from  them  on  the  barking  of  a  dog  and  the  approach  of  a  firanger 
demonftrate,  that  they  are  not  the  dens  of  poverty  and  mifery,  as 
ihallow  obfervers  and  uninformed  travellers  would  have  us  believe.' 
p.  41. 

He  adds,  that  plenty  of  food  and  propagation  accompany 
each  other.  We  confefs  it  is  not  perfedlly  clear  to  our  appre- 
henfions,  that  merely  the  number  of  children  in  a  poor  man's 
cabbin  proves  it  is  not  the  abode  of  poverty  and  niifery  j  for  if 
thofe  children  fhould  be  half-naked  and  half-llarved,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  fay  how  poverty  and  mifery  can  be  marked  in  a  more 
expreffive  manner.  A  poor  man  would  probably  think  he 
was  mocked,  if  you  were  to  tell  him,  You  have  eight  or  nine 
children,  and  therefore  you  cannot  be  in  diftrefs-  But  we  in 
England  muft  have  had  an  erroneous  idea  of  the  condition  of 
the  Irifh  peafantry,  fince  our  author  tells  us  that  <  though  they 
are  feemingly  badly  lodged,  they  are  in  every  refpecSt  infinitely 
more  comfortable  and  happy  than  thofe  of  the  fame  clafs  in 
Great  Britain,  as  the  latter  vallly  exceed  thofe  of  continental 
nations  in  thefe  refpefts.'  To  what  a  climax  of  mifery  mull 
our  neighbours  on  the  continent  be  reduced  by  this  eftimate  ; 
but  they,  probably,  aifluated  by  the  fame  natural  and  in  fome 
meafure  patriotic  partiality,  think  with  equal  pity  of  the  Irilh 
cabbins,  and  the  cottagers  of  Aghaboe. 

The  parifh  is  let  into  fmall  farms,  favourable,  as  the  author 
obferves,  to  population,  but  certainly  inducing  a  bad  fyllem 
of  agriculture,  and  will  not,  therefore,  admit  of  Ihort  leafes — 

*  With  us  a  farm  is  always  left  by  the  retreating  tenant  in  the 
moft  impoveriflied  liate  ;  the  drains  are  choked  ;  the  ditches  and 
fences  deltroyed,  the  land  exhaufted  and  overrun  with  weeds  :  the 
houfe  and  offices  fallen,  or  greatly  out  of  repair,  fo  that  the  farm  is 
in  reality  of  lefs  value  from  live  to  tea  fliillings  an  acre  than  it  was 
a  few  years  before.  Capital  and  application  with  high  rent  can 
here  do  but  little  for  fome  years.  Short  leafes  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  Ireland  are  not  calculated  to  ferve  landlord  or  tenant,  where 
,  there  is  fo  much  unreclaimed  land,  and  fo  indilferent  a  fyftem  of 
tillage.'     p.  51. 

There  are  fome  grounds,  it  feems,  in  Aghabce,  that  claim 
exemption  from  tithes  ;  and  thither  all  the  ewes  in  the  parilh 
are  brought  to  yean,     The  tithes,  this  author  avers,  are  very 
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moderate,  and  the  re<Slor  fcarcely  ever  receives  more  than 
half  of  what  he  is  legally  entitled  to.  This  we  fully  believe  j 
but  we  apprehend  the  ground  on  which  the  Irifli  objeil,  and 
ever  will  obje£l  to  tithes,  is  becaufe  they  are  paid  for  the 
fupport  of  a  religion  which  is  not  that  of  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants. 

The  implements  of  hufbandry,  made  by  the  inhabitants, 
are  very  imperfe6l  j  and  they  have  the  averfion  to  improve- 
ments, which  is  always  felt  by  a  half  civilifed  people.  Of 
the  flock  of  induRry  in  the  parifli,  the  author  however  fpeaks 
favourably  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  we  confider  this  firfl  attempt 
(for  as  a  firfl  attempt  only  it  is  given)  as  deferving  great  praife 
for  the  information  it  conveys,  and  the  candour  with  which  it 
is  written, 

A  flatiftical  account  of  alllreland  would  be  a  great  flep  to- 
wards its  improvemiCnt :  but  the  political  face  of  the  country 
muft  exhibit  a  different  temper,  and  the  difcontents  of  an  ex- 
afperated  people  mufl  be  calmed,  before  the  enlightened  ftatef- 
man  can  execute  projects  of  peaceful  benevolence. 
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Ohfervatlotis   on  Mr.  BelJJiam^s  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  George  the 
Third.     By  Major  John  Scott,     ^vo,      2s.  6c/.      Owen.      ij()t. 

T^  TAJOR  Scott,  the  warm  partifan  of  Mr.  Haftings,  has  not  yet 
-**"*■  done  with  Mr.  Bellham.  The  angry  pamphlet  which  he  pub- 
liflied  during  the  trial  was  withdrawn,  he  tells  us,  in  two  days'  tima 
from  an  idea  of  tlie  impropriety  of  canvafling  the  fubje6l  at  fuch  a 
junclure.    Finding,  he  fays,  that  Mr.  Beliham,  in  a  fecond  edition  of 
his  Memoirs,  has  not  correded  the  errors  he  had  pointed  out   (and 
in  truth  it  muft  be  confelled  that  the  hiflorian  has  fliovvn  a  provok- 
ing unconcern  with  regard  to  the  accufations  of  his  eager  adver- 
fary)  he  has  proi-ed^  in  the  pamphlet  before  iis^  that  Mr,  Beljliam  has 
not  only  grofsly  calumniated  his  countrymen^  hut  that  he  has  endeavour- 
ed to  cajl  a  Jiigma  upon  Great  Britain^  ivhich^  upon   a  cool  examina- 
tion, Jhie  %vill  ie  found  not  to  deferve.     The  charadter  of  lord  Cllve, 
as  well  as  that  of  IMr.  Haflings,  is  taken  under  the  proteftion  of 
major  Scott.     The  rice  famine  in  1770,  the  affair  of  the  Rohillas, 
and  of  Mahommed  Rezin  Cawn,  the  putting  up  the  lands  of  the 
Zemindars  to  the  highefl  bidder,  the  plundering  of  the  Rannee  at 
Bidjygur,  are  fome  of  the  chief  articles  in  which  he  endeavours  to 
prove  Mr.  Belfliam  has  either  mifreprefented  or  miftaken  the  fa£is. 
Vv'e  believe  thofe   who  read  with  mofl  pleafure  Mr.  Belfliam's  hif- 
tory,  will  acknowledge  that  his  omiflion  of  authorities  takes  from 
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the  weight  of  it ;  and  that,  in  the  affair  of  Mr.  Haftings,  he  has 
been  rather  too  apt  to  adopt  the  declamatory  language  of  his  accU' 
fers.  It  is  likewife  true,  that  to  underftand  thoroughly  the  com- 
plicated affairs  of  India,  requires  a  great  deal  of  local  knowledge, 
or  very  deep  inveftigation  ;  it  may  therefore  be  further  allowed, 
that  Mr.  Belfliam,  or  any  man,  writing  in  England  and  ufing  do- 
cuments which  he  muft  take  in  feme  meafure  upon  truff,  may 
eafily  fall  into  fome  midakes,  of  which  advantage  may  be  taken  ; 
but  thofe,  if  he  has  written  with  judgment  and  impartiality,  will 
not  often  affeft  the  general  view  of  the  fubjeft.  Major  Scott  feems 
to  have  an  idea  in  which  we  cannot  join  him,  that  it  does  not  be- 
come an  Englifliman  to  throw  any  imputation  of  injuftice  on  his 
country.  On  the  contrary,  if  our  country  is  unjufl;  and  oppreffive, 
the  only  way  in  which  individuals  can  exculpate  themfelves  from 
a  fliare  in  it,  is  by  protefting  againft  the  oppreffion  in  every  way 
which  agrees  with  their  talents  and  fituation.  Major  Scott  is  very 
angry  with  Mr.  Belfliam  for  faying  that  any  territorial  revenue 
drawn  from  India  to  Britain  is  an  accurfed  thing. 

*  It  may  be  fo.  But  unlefs  Mr.  Belfliam  can  alter  the  nature  of 
things,  as  they  exifted  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  this  time, 
and  as  they  will  exifi;  until  the  world  fliall  be  no  more,  every  king- 
dom holding  foreign  dependencies,  will  naturally  draw  all  the  ad- 
vantages they  can  from  thofe  dependencies.  The  emperor  Acbar, 
after  defraying  the  expenccs  of  his  government  in  Bengal,  ordered 
all  the  furplus  revenues  to  be  remitted  to  the  royal  treafury  at 
Dehly,  and  fo  did  every  fuccceding  emperor,  until  their  power 
was  totally  deftroyed  ;  that  was  an  accurfed  thing.  The  fovereigns 
of  .A.uftria  drew  into  Germany  the  furplus  revenues  of  the  Low 
Countries,  until  France  lately  wreftcd  the  Netherlands  from  them  : 
that  was  an  accurfed  thing.  France  does  the  fiime  now,  and  will 
continue  fo  to  do,  if  on  the  reftoration  of  peace  flie  retains  thofe 
countries  :  that  will  be  an  accurfed  thing  alfo. 

'  Great  Britain  has  expended  upon  the  Wefl  Indies  more  money, 
according  to  Dr.  Prieflley,  than  would  make  a  garden  of  every 
tnicultivated  acre  in  England:  that  was  not  only  an  accurfed,  but 
a  very  imfortunate  thing  alfo.  We  threw  away  one  hundred  mil- 
lions on  the  American  war  ;  but  the  objeift  was  to  draw  a  revenue 
snd  wealth  to  Great  Britain.  True  it  is,  we  were  difappointed  ; 
yet  we  aisled  upon  the  principle  that  every  nation  ever  has  av'^ed, 
and  ever  will  aft.'     p-  35- 

Mr.  Belftiam's  anfwer  will  probably  be,  '  It  is  very  true,  they 
are  all  accurfed  things  :'  kings  are  unjufl,  nations  are  alfo  unjufi, 
and  would  be  ftill  more  io  if,  from  time  to  time,  the  feeling  burft 
of  indignation,  or  the  awful  anathema  of  hilrory,  did  not  recall  the 
native  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong,  and  ftiow  that  there  is  one  reward 
at  leafl,  that  of  public  opinion;  which  will  not  follow  condud  that 
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has  no  higher  motive  or  no  other  rule  than  mere  felfifli  aggY&ndifi- 
mefii,  ivhelher  in  an  individual^  or  in  a  corporate  capacity. 

Authentic  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  Catherine  II.  Emprefs 
of  all  the  Rujpas.  Cvllefied  from  authentic  MS's'.  TranJIafions, 
£ffc.  of  the  King  of  Sweden^  Ri^ht  Hov.  l^ord  Mountmorres,  Lord 
JMalme/iury^  M.  de  Volney^  and  ether  in^ifputable  Authorities. 
Embellified  with  an  elegant  Front ifpiece.  l2mo,  31.  6d,  Boards, 
Crofby.     1797. 

When  the  death  of  the  imperial  Catherine  was  announced,  we 
expected  that  feme  hiifty  compilations  would  be  obtruded  on  the 
world,  as  faithful  memoirs  of  her  life.  Such  a  production  we  have 
now  before  us.  The  compiler  obferves  in  his  Preface,  that  '  the 
authenticity  of  all  that  is  mentioned  is  certainly  the  greatefl:  recom- 
mendation which  the  vVork  can  have  ;  and  the  fources  from  ivhence 
the  accounts  flow,  have  (leave)  no  room  to  doubt  their  veracity.'' 
But  we  have  no  reafon  to  believe  that  the  werk  pofiefles  that  re- 
commendation, or  that  it  flows  from  the  pureft  iburces.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  principally  a  collection  of  extrafts  from  periodical 
prints  ;  and  the  book-?nnker  has  executed  his  tafk  wirh  fo  little  /kill 
or  judgment,  that  we  do  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  this  performance 
unworthy  of  public  encouragement. 

A  General  Addrefs  to  the  Reprefentatlves  of  Great  Britain,  on  iw- 
fortant  National  Subjc^s,  agitating  at  the  prefent  Period.  By 
an  Eleclory  M.  A.     %vo.      u.  6d.      Stockdale.      1797. 

The  only  thing  worth  notice  in  this  publication,  is  a  tale, 
"W'hich,  if  true,  deferves  the  inveftigntion  of  the  legiflature — 

•  Two  female  fervants,  of  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Goodman's-fields,  were  alarmed,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
by  a  naked  man  knocking  at  the  window,  and  begging,  for  pity's 
fake,  that  they  would  fend  for  a  watch-man  to  take  hiin  to  the 
vvatch-houfe.  They  afiumed  courage,  called  up  their  fellow  fer- 
vants,  who  admitted  the  man,  and  fetched  a  watchman,  that  con- 
veyed })im  to  Whitechapel  night-houfe.  In  due  time  he  was  taken 
to  Lambeth  ftreet  police  othce,  ivhere  (the  prefent  Bafle)  Mr. 
Wickhaiji  then  refided,  to  whom  he  related  the  following  circuni' 
fiances : 

'  That,  being  a  ftranger  in  town,  he  was  walking  through  Fert- 
chu re h- ftreet,  in  a  carter's  frock,  when  #  perfon  accofted  him, 
ftating  that  he  wanted  a  porter,  and  that  the  countryman  might  Ss 
well  get  a  fhilling  as  another. — In  confequence  of  this  application 
he  carried  a  parcel  to  a  cellar  in  the. neighbourhood  of  Eaft  Smith- 
6eld,  where,  when  he  entered  with  his  prefumed  employer,  fome 
men  were  fitting,  who  afked  him  to  driiik,  while  he  was  waiting 
for  his  money,  and  detained  him  fome  time  after  his  receiving  it, 
under  various  pretences.     When  at  length  he  appeared  refolute  in 
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departing,  they  informed  him  that  he  was  enlilTed  for  the  India 
company's  fervice,  foon  over-came  every  reliftance  he  made,  forced 
him  into  a  back  room,  and  threatened  to  gag  him,  if  he  teafed  not 
his  cries.  At  night  they  ftripped  him,  and  confined  him  with  an- 
other recruit,  from  whom  he  learned  that  a  few  mornings  previous, 
a  coach  full  of  fuch  levies  had  been  conveyed  to  Chatham.  Such 
information  ftimulated  him  to  exert  his  every  effort  to  effeft  his  ef- 
cape,  and  the  next  night  being  confined  in  a  barricadoed  garret, 
under  vvhofe  window  there  was  a  pent-houfe,  at  17  feet  tall,  and 
finding  that  he  could  get  his  head  through  the  grating,  after  pulling 
off  his  fhirt,  with  the  grazing  of  his  breart  and  flioulders,  and 
ftraining  his  ancles,  he  delivered  himfelf  from  his  prifon,  and  fur- 
rendered  himfelf  to  juftice. 

'  Fired  with  honefl  indignation,  jNIr.  Wickham  collected  his  of- 
fleers,  perfonally  vififcd  this  crimping  houfe,  found  it  far  removed 
from,  a  thoroughfare,  ironed  like  a  dungeon,  and  fpiked  like  a  pri- 
fon, feized  its  contraBing  crew  and  wretched  inhabitants,  and 
brought  all  under  cullody  to  the  police  ofHce.  Long  and  intricate 
was  his  inveftigation,  for  the  offenders  had  long  been  habituated  to 
this  practice,  were  dextrous  iDanceuverers,  aded  by  the  advice  of  a 
Jew  attorney,  (brother  to  the  receiver  general,)  who  attended  with 
the  company's  a<ft  in  hand,  was  well  verfed  with  its  favouring 
claufes,  and  fkilled  in  quibble  and  evafion.  But  the  man's  tale 
was  clear  as  the  blaze  ol  noon.  It  was  fully  afcertained  that 
there  was  a  regular  fyftem  of  entrapping  the  unwary,  and  of  con- 
fining them  in  this  jail,  till  they  were  conveyed  by  coaches  to  Chat- 
ham, where  a  Gale  *  officiated  as  magiftrate,  and  an  Edwards  as 
clerk.  What  Euglifli  laws  could  give  to  humanity,  Mr.  Wickham 
afforded,  and  much  was  he  hurt  that  he  could  not  be  juft  "  beyond 
the  letter  of  the  law."  Several  crimping  contradtors  have,  magi- 
llrates  committed,  inore  would  they  have  committed,  if  the  poor 
deluded  wretches  could  have  found  a  houfekeeper  to  have  been 
bound  with  them  for  the.profecution  of  their  deceivers.'     p.  60. 

We  know  not  which  is  the  _';reater  refleftion  on  the  countiy, 
the  permitting  of  a  commercial  company  to  recruit  in  this  horrid 
manner,  or  tlie  defeft  in  our  laws  which  preferves  the  kidnapper 
from  punifhmeiit,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  n)an  whom  he 
has  oppreffed. 

Stridures  on  3Ir.  Burke^s  Two  Letters,  addn-JfeJ  to  a  Member  of 
the  prefent  Parliament.  Part  the  Firjl.  bio.  is.  td.  Rc- 
binfons.      1 796. 

Entertaining  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Burke's  latp  u'ritings  are  hof- 
tlle  to  the  general  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  particularly  to  the 
welfare  and   peace  of  this  country,  it  is  with  pleafure  that  we  ob- 

'  *  S^nt' DCtd  to  eijrhteen  moiths  in  ^.rilonuiC'  c  lor  iicrl'ona' iuj;  —  Ro- 
tinfoj!,  clV.  icagiftraie  for  Suircy,  and  adminiltering  oaths,  as  iuch,  to  recruiti.' 
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ferve  him  purfued  by  a  hofl:  of  writers  who,  perhaps  with  lefs 
fplendid  talents,  are  yet  pcrfedly  competent  to  the  tafk  of  dete(5l- 
ing  his  fophiftries,  and  preventing  their  operation,  in  a  confiderabie 
degree,  upon  the  public  mind.  Among  thofe  who  have  anfwered 
his  Two  Letters  on  a  Regicide  Peace,  the  prefent  author  is  diflin- 
guifhed  by  neatnels  of  expreffion,  and  pretifion  of  argument.  He 
follows  his  antagonift  through  all  his  mazes,  points  out.  his  glaring 
inconfiftcncies,  and  expofes  to  the  heedlefs  and  the  ignorant,  the 
nakednefs  and  deformity  of  the  idol  they  have  worfiiipped. 

In  this  '■  fir Ji  part ^^  the  author  examines  fome  of  thofe  ftrange 
politions  and  aflertions,  which  have  moft  generally  drawn  the  at- 
tention of  the  pubhc,  but  which  having  been  alfo  commented  upon 
and  refuted  by  others,  we  fliall  fiibmit,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  au- 
thor's ftylt  and  manner,  his  concluding  reflcftions  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  which  the  reader  will  find  feme 
thoughts  that  are  original,  and  others  that  are  difplayed  in  a  new 
light. 

*  To  prevent  this  defirable  objeft,  an  objeft  equally  neccfTary 
to,  and  equally  fought  for  by  both  countries,  is  the  fole  and  avow- 
ed purpofe  of  Mr.  Burke's  letters.  An  unauthorized  individua?, 
and  confefledly  sgainft  the  vvifhes  both  of  the  government  and  the 
people,  he  has  audacioufly  attempted  to  interpofe  an  infuperable 
barrier  to  all  reconciliation.  With  a  rude  and  unhallowed  voice, 
he  has  broken  in  upon  '.hofe  deliberations,  on  the  refult  of  which 
depends  the  defliny  of  his  country,  and  perhaps  of  Europe.  Hope- 
lefs  of  inculcating  upon  others  his  fanguinary  and  outrageous  pur- 
pofe, he  comes  forward  himiislf  to  carry  it  into  execution.  Well 
apprized,  that  a  nation  can  feel  only  through  the  individuals  that 
compofe  it,  he  inceflantly  labours  on  the  one  hand  to  exafperate 
the  French  government,  and  the  French  nation,  by  every  indignity 
that  language  can  convey,  and  on  the  other,  to  inltigate  his  coun- 
trymen to  eternal  hatred,  and  eternal  war.  The  very  title  of  his 
book,  and  the  appellation  of  the  "  Regicide  Direftory,"  inceflantly 
applied  to  the  executive  government  of  France,  are  a  fufficient  in- 
dication of  his  malicious  purpofe.  But  in  order  to  fecure  his  end 
by  a  perfonal  infult,  he  has  directed  the  full  current  of  his  fury 
.againll  Carnot,  the  very  member  of  the  diredlory  with  whom  it  -| 
was  fuppofed  the  intended  negotiation  would  take  place.  Not  for- 
getting, that  tlie  refentment  of  powerful  nations  has  been  excited 
by  indignities  committed  by  individual  fubjefts  on  each  other,  he 
takes  upon  himfelf,  as'  far  as  his  powers  will  permit,  the  refponfibi- 
lity  of  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  millions,  and  involves  in  the 
confequences  of  his  caprice,  even  thofe  who  deteft  his  ferocity. 

'  It  is  wonderfully,  and  no  doubt  wifely  directed  by  the  author 
of  nature,  that  from  the  fame  foil  and  climate  from  which  fome 
plants  draw  their  healthful  and  nutritive  juices,  others  colledl  a  poi- 
fon  the  mefi:  deilruftive  to  the  human  race.  It  would  feem  too  as 
if  the  human  chara6ter  difplayed  a  fimilar  diverfity,  and  that  fome 

were 
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were  intended  by  a  natural  reftitude  and  benevolence  of  difpofition* 
to  fele<5t  from  furrounding  circumftances,  caufes  of  peace,  charity* 
and  good  will,  whilfl;  others  can  deduce  from  the  fame  circumftan- 
ces, only  the  motives  of  h:itred,  envy,  jealoufy,  and  deftruftion. 
Wherever  the  latter  difpolition  appears,  there  is  no  proceeding  fo 
open  and  generous,  no  tranfacStion  fo  honeft,  no  purpofe  fo  virtuous, 
as  not  to  afford  food  for  its  malignity.  With  whatever  it  comes  in 
contaft,  it  appropriates  it  by  a  kind  of  chemical  affinity,  to  its  own 
nature;  and  if  it  does  not  find,  creates  in  every  thing  around  it, 
gall  and  bitternefs.  I  fliall  not  prefs  on  my  reader  the  application 
of  thefe  remarks ;  but  I  confefs,  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  fame  man  who  perfevered  during  a  long  courfs 
of  years,  in  inftigating  the  people  of  America  to  refiftance  againil 
this  country,  and  bv  meafures  which  in  thefe  days  would  infaliiblv 
have  brought  him  to  the  bar  of  a  criminal  court,  encouraged  them 
to  the  defence  of  their  independence,  fliould,  when  a  fimilar  cir- 
cumftance  occurred  in  France,  and  when  there  was  every  reafon  to 
prefume  this  great  and  deftrable  event  might  be  accompliflied 
without  contention  and  without  bloodtlied,  have  excited  a  general 
outcry  againft  the  attempt.  That  the  cafe  of  America  and  France 
are  exaclly  limiiar,  will  not  indeed  be  pretended ;  but  the  difference 
between  them  vvas  fuch,  as  upon  all  reafouable  ^grounds,  fhould 
have  redoubled  the  energies  of  his  mind  in  favour  of  the  latter.  If 
the  actuating  principle  of  Mr.  Burke,  had  been  a  generous  and 
difinterefted  love  of  liberty,  it  is  not  poffible  that  he  iliouk!  have 
beheld  the  riling  efforts  of  the  people  of  France,  with  the  obliquity 
of  jealoufy,  or  the  frown  of  hoftiiity  ;  nay,  it  is  not  ponible  that 
he  ftiould  not  have  felt  that  prepolfeffion  in  their  favour,  that  foH- 
citude  for  their  fuccefs,  which  in  the  early  part  of  tlie  revolution, 
agitated  the  bofoms  of  thofe  who  had  been  his  aflbciates  in  the 
caufe  of  freedom.     But,  when  the  moment  of  decifion  arrived, 

"  'Tvvas  then,  O  flume  I  O  truft  how  ill  repaid  I" 

he  with  a  perverfity  without  precedent  in  the  annals  of  apoflacy, 
feized  the  operative  moment  to  pour  his  drug  into  the  healthful 
mafs,  and  it  curdled  into  poifon,  From  that  inftant,  his  exertions 
to  prolong,  arid  bv  all  poffible  methods  to  increafe  the  calamities  of 
the  war  which  he  had  exicited,  have  been  unremitting  and  fuccefs- 
fiil,  and  lefl  fome  more  fortunate  combination  of  circumftances, 
{ome  returning  gleam  of  human  commiferatinn  for  human  fuffer- 
ings,  fliould  lead  the  contending  parties  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  re- 
conciliation, he  feduiouny  collefts  the  ingredients  of  difcord  from 
every  pafling  tranfaftion,  and  hoards  up  the  phial  of  his  vengeance, 
'till  the  moment  when  it  is  moft  likely  to  produce  its  effe<Ef,  Ar- 
dent and  impaffioned  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  in  America,  whilft 
the  aflertion  of  that  freedom  led  to  contention  and  to  blood  ;  equally 
impaffioned  againft  the  liberties  of  France,  and  prolonging  by  every 
means  in  his  power,  the  duration  of  the  war,  his  character  acquires 

a  de- 
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a  degree  of  confiftency  which  his  opponents  have  unjuftly  refufed 
to  his  prt'tenfions.  Tros  Tyriusve,  it  is  not  the  caufe,  that  interefts 
him — Alternately  the  advocate  of  liberty  or  defpotifm,  jufl:  as  his 
fupport  or  his  oppofition  may  ferve  to  keep  alive  the  flames  of  dif- 
cord,  heacfls  up  to  the  confiitution  of  his  nature,  and  in  the  econo- 
my of  the  moral  world,  performs  an  unwelccnie,  but  perhaps  ail 
inevitable  part.'     p.  73. 

Although  Mr.  Burke's  publication, has  pafled  the  meridian  of  its 
fexiftence,  the  prefent  author  may  purfue  his  plan  with  advantage 
to  the  public. 

Hifiory   of  the    Cov/firncy  of  Maximilian  Robefpierre.      TranJJated 
from  the  Frendi  of  Movfr,  Montjoye.    ^vo.    4/.  Boards.   Egerton.- 
1796. 

A  life  of  Robefpierre,  written  with  hrpartiality,  and  developing 

the  caufes  of  his  rife  to-  the  height  of  power  which  gave  him  the 

means  of  bein"  fo  great  a  curfe  to  human  nature,  would  be  a  va- 
cs      ta  '  , 

luable  work,  and  might  be  ufeful  in  deterring  the  fons  of  ambition 
from  entering  into  fo  mad  a  career.  But  to  write  fuch  a  life,  re- 
quires great  talents  and  great  integrity.  The  horror  which  we 
conceive  at  the  atrocious  crimes  of  this  demagogue,  needs  not  be 
heightened  by  declamation  ;  and  it  requires  rather  a  pen  to  foften 
down  than  to  heighten  them  ;  to  mix  together  light  and  fliade  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  whilft  we  retain  our  indignation  at  the  cruel- 
ties of  the  hero,  we  may  fiill  fee  that  there  wss  fomethino-  in  the 
man  to  palliate  the  implicit  obedience  oi  a  large  nation  to  a  perfoa 
without  any  pretenfions  from  birth  or  fortune  to  refpeft.  The 
work  before  us  is,  on  this  head,  entirely  deficient.  Theconfpiracy 
of  Catiline  is  read  with  plepfure;  and  the  ftyle  of  Salhill  is  recurred 
to  with  continual  approbation.  A  greater  theme  is  prefented  in 
Robefpierre  to  the  hiftorian ;  for  his  confpiracy  was  for  a  time  fuc- 
cefsful.  But  no  advantage  is  taken  of  this  circumftance  by  our 
author.  He  prefents  to  us  a  coarfe  picture.  The  colours  are  laid 
on  without  difcretion.  R.obefpierre  is  reprefented  from  his  birth  to 
his  grave,  as  devoid  of  every  lemblance  of  virtue;  and  not  one 
quahty  is  given  to  him  to  bring  him  forward  in  any  fociety.  With 
the  circumftances  of  the  ftory  here  related,  all  are  well  acquainted, 
and  inftead  of  a  hiftory  of  the  confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  the  work 
ihould  have  been  entitled  a  declamation  againfi;  Robefpierre  and  his 
aflbciates. 

.t/in  Impartial  Journal   of  a  Detachment  from    the   Brigade  tf  Foot 

Guardsy  co7nmenci7ig    iz^th  February ^    ^l^l)i  and  ending  t^th  May ^ 

1795.      By  Robert  Brotvn,   Corporal  in   the    Ccldflream    Guards^, 

lllnfiraied  loitli  a    Map  of  the   Scat   of   War.      8w.      5J-.    bd^ 

fezved.     Stockdale.      1 796. 

This  work  confilis  of  a  feries  of  memorandums,  which  corporal 

Brown 
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Srown  appears  to  have  mnde  from  the  time  of  the  embarlcation  of 
the  troops  at  Greenwich,  to  their  relanding  at  the  fame  place,  aftet 
the  difiiftrous  campaign  of  i  794,  He  is  of  opiHion  that  *  as  there 
is  a  fecret  pleafure  in  contemplating  paft  fcenes  of  danger  and  di- 
ilrefs,  when  the  mind  is  at  reft  and  quiet,  this  fmall  traft  may  be 
acceptable  to  many  of  thofe  who  fliared  in  the  troubles  therein  de- 
fcribed,  as  it  will  bring. to  their  remembrance  a  numbef  of  incidents 
which  they  had  probably  forgot.'     p.  v. 

Diaries  of  this  kind  no  doubt  have  their  ufe,  and  the  author  has 
probably  mentioned  the  kind  of  perfons  who  will  be  moft  interefted, 
ills  fellow  foldiers.  To  others  it  may  contribute  fome  information, 
and  afcertain  the  more  minute  occurrences  which  are  funk  in  thfe 
compofition  of  hiftorv.  He  confines  himfelf  ilriftly  to  matters  of 
hS:,  and  fifldom  indulges  in  reflexions,  though  we  sre  not  ferry- 
to  meet  with  the  followins: — 

*  Whatever  enmity  may  be  in  the  hearts  of  the  rulers  of  nations 
or  conductors  of  war  aoainfl  each  other,  there  feems  to  be  little 
animolity  between  individuals  of  the  different  arh)ies.  .Since  the 
17th  (July  1794)  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  French  army  have 
been  cftabliflied  on  onfe  fide  of  the  river  Neethe,  and  our'3  on  the 
other  ;  the  river  is  about  thirty  or  forty  paCes  wide  j  the  cannon  are 
planted  on  both  fides  ready  for  attack  or  defence ;  yet  the  men  walk 
about,  or  carelefsiy  lay  (lit)  on  the  bank  on  each  fide,  and  fre- 
quently converfe  with  each  other.  Several  of  the  French  have 
ftript  and  fvvam  over  to  our  men,  bringing  with  them  gin  and  other 
liquors,  and  after  drinking  with  each  other  with  the  utmoll:  frank- 
hefs  and  cordialitv,  fwim  back  again  to  their  pofts. 

*  This  familiarity  was,  however,  ftriftly  forbidden  as  fooh  as 
known. 

*  What  refteding  mind  but  muft  lament  the  fatal  cuftom,  ne- 
ceflity,  or  other  caufes,  thdt  urge  men,  not  only  without  remorfe, 
but  with  an  ardent  zeal  to  deftroy  each  other,  between  whom  nc) 
tanfe  of  complaint  ever.ejfifted,  but  only  to  fatiate  the  ambilionj 
avarice,  or  revenge  of  a  iew  individuals.'     f.  180. 

It  is  but  feldom,  however,  that  our  author  fteps  out  of  the  ranis 
to  indulge  in  remarks  like  thefe.  The  conclufion  is  perfe6t'y  con- 
fiftent  with  the  fimplicity  of  character  which  a  fubaltern  may  ba 
luppofed  to  pofTefsa 

*  Thus  ended  our  expeditiorl,  which,  though  unfuccefsAiI  in  the 
tnd,  all  the  nation  will  be  ready  to  allow  was  not  owing  either  to  a 
want  of  courage  or  condu<f^  ia  the  officers  or  men  engaged  in  if, 
but  to  a  number  of  events  which  could  neither  be  forefeen  or  pre- 

j; Vented  ;  fuch   as  the  extraordinary   exertions  of  the  encmv,  fuch, 
indeed,  as  neither  they  nor  any  other  nation  could  continue  for  an-;^ 
confiderabie  time.     The  freezing  of  the  Waal,  which  does  not  hap- 
pen to  fuch  a  degree  perhaps  once  in  a  century  ;  and  at  the  fame 
Chit.  Rev.  Vox,,  XIX,  ^^/r.-V,  1797,  J  i  time 


4 $8  Monthly    Catalogue. 

time  the  raging  ficknefs  which  prevailed,  reduced  our  army  to  lefi 
than  half  its  former  number. 

'  Under  all  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  rather  to  be  wondered  at 
that  we  effefted  fuch  a  fafe  retreat,  elpecially  through  a  country, 
whofe  inhabitants,  as  far  as  they  durft  avow  themfelves,  were  as 
much,  or  more  our  enemies,  than  the  French.'     p.  276, 

We  cannot  but  be  furprifed  to  learn  that  the  articles  of  apparel 
furniilied  by  the  benevolence  of  this  country  in  the  years  17.93 — 4, 
were  not  given  gratis  to  the  foldiers.  They  paid  2s.  for  a  pair  of 
blue  cloth  trowfers,  and,  it  would  appear,  in  proportion  for  the 
other  articles,  altliough  the  corporal  does  not  fet  down  any  other 
prices, 

^  Short  Defence  cf  the  prefent  Men  and  prefent  Meafuresy  lu'ith  oc- 
cajional  StriSlnrts  on  fo'/nc  recent  Publications  of  Democratic  No- 
toriety.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend  in  the  Country ;  including 
Thoughts  on  'JVar^  Expences,  Taxes,  France,  Negociation,  Emi- 
fration,  Spain^  In'-jafion,  k^c.  By  P.  Kennedy.  8vo.  is,  dd, 
Riviiigtons.      1797. 

*  I  know  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  patient  reading  at  a  period 
cver^run  with  fcribbiers,  as  ^gypt  was  with  flies  and  locufts. — ^ 
For,  as  an  excellent  author  obferved — that  worfi:  vermin  of  fmall 
authors  has  given  the  world  fuch  a  furfeit,  that  inftead  of  defiring 
to  write,  a  man  would  be  more  inclined  to  wifh,  for  his  own  eafe, 
that  he  could  not  read.'     p.  2, 

We  lincerely  lament  that  the  author  had  the  misfortune  to  b^ 
fent  to  fchool,  and  thus  to  increafe  tiie  number  of  what  he  call* 
'  that  worfi  vermin  of  fmall  authors.' 

Conciliation  ;  or,  Ccnf  derations  on  the  Origin  and  Termination  of 
the  prefent  If'ar.  IVith  an  Appendix,  containing  Re?narks  on  Mr. 
Erfkine^s  "  Vieiu  of  the  Ca-fcs  and  Confequences  of  the  prefent 
PVar,"  By  Heivling  Lifon,  of  Sheernrfs.  2vo.  is.  Sael.  1/97. 
The  intent  of  this  work  is — 

*  ift,  To  exculpate  the  Britifli  government  and  nation  from  the 
foul  imputation  of  unjuftly  provoking  a  war,  into  which  they  were 
reluctantly  compelled  to  engage. 

*  zdly.  To  point  out  the  impolicy  of  receiving  M.  Chauvelin 
as  ambaflador  from  the  republic  of  France,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1793  ;  and  to  vindicate  the  fincerity  of  adminiitration  in  the; 
late  negotiation  for  peace. 

*  3dly,  To  recommend  the  immediate  termination  of  this  de- , 
flruftive  war  by  a  general  peace,  on  the  bafis  of  compenfation, ' 
which  has  been  admitted  by  the  governments  of  France  and  Britain  ; 
to  be  juft,  ana  to  render  this  peace  permanent  and  fecure  by  a  firmi 
alliance  between  the  French  and  Britifli  nations  and  governments.^ 
p.  44. 

...  Oa' 
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^, -^Dn  thefe  points  the  author  goes  over  the  common  ground  of 
l^rench  events,  tells  us  nothing  new  about  them,  and  his  refleftions 
are  in  general  commoii-piace.  The  third  part  of  his  fubje<5i  is  beft 
treated,  and  what  he  fays  of  natural  enmity  deferves  confideration — - 

'  The  riggregate  mafs  which  is  called  the  people,  whether  in 
France  or  in  England  (which  are  undoubtedly  the  moft  enlightened 
nations  in  the  world)  have  neither  opportunity  nor  inclination,  if 
they  all  poffefled  ability,  to  form  j  lift  or  liberal  ideas  of  the  character 
ot  other  nations  ;  they  are  therefore  always  ready  and  willing  to 
beJieve  vvhat  is  told  them  bv  thofe  whom  thev  know  to  have  more 
leifure  and  better  means  of  information  than  themfelves. 

'  Engliflimen  and  Frenchmen  have,  ever  fince  the  Norman  con- 
queft,  been  told  they  are  natural  enemies.  This  grofs  libel  on  na- 
ture they  have  always  confidered  as  an  article  of  their  political 
creed  ;  and  have  rery  confcientioufly,  and  willingly,  followed  their 
leaders  to  cut  each  other's  throats,  for  the  glory  of  their  refpeclive 
kinws  and  countries  :  and  to  revenue  themfelves  on  their  "  natural- 
enemies,''  though  all  the  time  without  any  "  malice  or  hatred  ia 
ttieir  hearts,"'  except,  what  rheir  wife  and  righteous  "  governors, 
teachers,  political  paftors,  and  mafters,"  might  have  found  it  con- 
'■enient  to  inftil  into  them. 

'  If  tvro  numerous  armies  of  thefe  natural  enemies  fhould,  even 
at  this  moment,  when  the  national  animofity  created  bv  ambition, 
nurfcd  by  prejudice,  and  ftrengthened  by  a  long  reciprocation  of 
injuries,  has  attained  its  higheft  pitch,-  be  eagerly  waiting  the  dread- 
ful event  of  battle ;  and  if  the  meditated  flaughter  fliould  be  fud- 
denly  and  unexpefledly  fufpended  by  the  happy  tidings  of  peace, 
would  not  the  joyful  acclainations  of  either  hoft  aifert  the  rights  of 
injured  nature  ?  Her  children,  liberated  from  the  cruel  tyranny  of 
huraan  feftriftions,  and  abfolved  from  the  ftern  commands  of  ho- 
nour, would  obey  her  awful  voice,  and  embrace  as  brethren. 

*  A  natural  enemy  "  is  a  monfter"  which  the  world  "  ne'er 
faw,"  and  national  animofity  is  the  creature  of  political  delufion.' 
t.  69. 

:/?»  Hiftoricnl  EJJay  on  the  Prificiples  of  Political  Affociations  in  a 
State :  chiejiy  deduced  from  the  French^  Englij7j^  and  Jei'oiJJi 
Hiftories  :  ivith  an  Application  of  thofe  Principla  ;  in  a  com  par  a  - 
five  f^ieii}  of  the  Affociations  of  the  Year  1 792,  and  that  recently 
infiitiitcd  hy  the  IVhig  Club.  By  the  Rev.  John  Bra7id^  M.  A. 
8t'o.     2.S.  td.     Longman.     1796. 

Mr.  Brand  obferves,  in  his  Introduftlon,  that  the  attack  upon 
Mr.  Reeves  was  ultimately  direiflcd  againi^  the  '  AdbciationsagAinft 
Republicans  and  Levellers;'  that  the  oppofition,  ia  refilling  l.e 
Grenville  and  Pitt  a£ls,  were  led  by  a  kind  of  political  necefhty  to 
the  accufation  of  a  man  connected  with  the  alVociated  defenders  of 
the  coafiitutioji ;  aad  that  they  embraced  this  meafure  in  order  to 

lis  deftrov 
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deftroy  the  weight  of  the  afTociations,  and  even  to  excite  the  pfcr- 
pulaceagainft  them.  *  Now,'  fays  Mr.  Brand,  '  the  latter  can-not 
z6t  unlefs  they  be  embodied;*  and  he  goes  on  to  prove  that  the 
Declaration  of  the  Whig  Ckib,  refpefting  the  tv^o  afts,  was  the 
plan  to  embody  the  people,  ahhough  he  qiiotea  that  declaration  in 
which  it  is  exprefbly  ftated  that,  '  the  aflbciation  goes  only  to  the 
fijtgle  poitit  of  the  repeal  of  tbofe  laws,  and  tlve  fubferibers  pledge 
themfelves  only  to  profecute  that  fole  object:  by  every  legal  and 
peaceable  means.'  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  this ;  and  yet  it  is 
the  object  of  this  whole  p^amphlet  to  prove  that  in  this  afibci?tion 
are  the  feeds  of  all  (he  rebellions  and  revolutions  that  have  takeu 
place  in  the  world,  from  the  infurreftion  of  the  Jews  in  the  reign 
of  Nero,  to  the  convocation  of  the  ftatcs-general  of  France,  His 
chief  argument,  if  it  may  be  called  an  argument,  is,  that  affocia- 
tiotis  like  that  of  the  Whig  Club  know  not  where  to  ftop,  al- 
though their  purpofeS;  may  hare  been  originally  limited..  This  ob- 
jedion  certainly  does  not  apply  to  ^Ir.  Reeve's  aflbciation^  which 
'*e  believe  has  really  ftopt* 

In  order  to  prove  the  danger  from  the  Whig  afTociation,  our 
author  has  brought  together  examples  from  the  hiftovy  of  all  na- 
tions ;  and  as  far  as  theufe  he  has  made  of  thofe  produces  the  efFeft 
of  alarm,  the  confequence  mud  be' the  eftaWiftmeM  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples : 

That  an  aft  of  the  fegiflature,  however  grievous  or  oppreffive^ 
mufl:  be  fubmitted  to,  until  the  legilkture  o/  ///t^"  think  fit  to  re- 
peal it. 

That  arjy  man  aggrieved  by  a  law  has  a  right  to  feel>  but  not  to 
complain,  nor  to  reprefcnt  his  fufferings  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  in- 
duce others  to  complain. 

That,  confequently,  all-  fubfcriptions  to  petitions  for  the  repeai 
of  an  atS  of  parliament,  are  dangerous. 

The  eflablifbment  of  thefe  principles  of  government  is  the 
natural  and  indeed  the  only  refult  of  Mr,  Brand's  labours ;.  and  un- 
doubtedly entitle  him  to  the  praife  of  a  vigorous  fupporter  of  the 
cxi-fting  adminiftration,  of  v;hatevcr  kiad  cf  men  it  may  be  com- 
pofed. 

The  Whig  aflbciation  is  compared  to  that  of  lord  George  Gor^ 
Aon.  In  p.  33,  the  author  aflcs,  '  Is  there  no  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  new  aiTociation,  to  whtih  they  (the  populace)' 
.will  all  throng  to  fubfcribe,  when  that  of  loyd  George  Gordon^ 
conilrufted  with  io  much /r,'<f  art  and  preparation,  formed"  of  fo 
much  feebler  matcnals,   brought  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin  ?' 

Again — '  The  objedl  of  Mr.  Fox's  allociationis  clearly  limited. 
ll  is  to  continue  in  force  uiitil  the  two  z£t^  of  parliament,  named 
therein,  be  repealed  ;  and  the  fubferibers,  as  aiTociator's,  a>e  to  pur- 
fue  no  other  point.  But  we  have  had  the  cahamity  to  fee  a  very 
recent  and  terrihle  example  of  the  failure  of  an  engagement, defin- 
ed 
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cd  with  as  much  precifion  as  that  now  held  out  to  us,  and  which 
was  contracted  with  a  more  awful  folemnky.'  p.  69.  Here  he 
quotes  the  proceeduTgs  of  the  national  afTembly  of  France,  in  July 
1792,  in  favour  of  the  confiitution.  How  far  there  is  a  probable 
conneftion  between  thefe  events,  we  leave  to  the  determination  of 
our  readers, — fatiified,  ourfelves,  that  if  Mr.  Brand's  principles  are 
true,  the  '  people  of  this  country  have  notiiiiig  to  do  with  the  laws 
but  to  obey  their.,' 

P^em^! h  upon  the  Conilicfl  of  the  refpeB'ive  Goveri2me?ifi  of  Great 
Britain  arid  Frante^  in  the  late  Kegoiiations  for  Peace,  ^vo. 
is.     Stockdale.      1797. 

This  pamphlet  is  written  with  a  great  deal  of  fpecioufnefs, 
makes  co«tiiKial  appeals  to  Vattel^  parages  much  on  civilifed  na- 
tions, and  is  evidently  the  produ6lioii  of  jone  who  has  communica- 
tions with  the  cabinet.  Its  cojit.ents  may  he  gathered  from  the  lall 
lentence,  in  which  the  writer  atrerts  that  if  an  appeal  were  made  to 
public  virtue  and  national  honour  on  the  prefeat  war,  the  anfwer 
doubtlefs  mufi:  be — 

'  That  it  is  s  -duty,  from  which  we  camiot  recede,  to  profecute, 
•with  an  unanimity,  a  vigour,  and  a  decifion  proportioned  to  the 
importance  of  the  crifis,  a  contefl:  in  its  oi"igin  and  continuance 
equally  juft  and  unavoidable;  undertaken  with  a  view  only  of  re- 
pelling the  attacks  of  unprovoked  aggreffion,  and  prolonged  only 
through  the  fliibborii  pride  and  inordinate  ambition  of  the  enemy.' 
p.  42. 

We  believe  Ji^fi:  as  much  of  this  fentence,  as  we  do  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  work.  The  nation  is  lieartily  (ick  of  the  war ; 
and  the  terme,  '  ftubboni  pride  and  inordinate  ambition,'  are  words 
of  courfe,  to  which  tlie  writer  moft  probably  did  not  give  himftlf 
the  trouble  to  annex  any  precife  ideas, 

An  Expoftion  <f  the  Vriiiciples  of  the  F.ngl'if!i  yacolfins ;  ivith  Stt  ic- 
turcs  on  the  Political  ConduH  of  Charles  'fames  Fox^  IF'illiam 
Pitt^  and  Edmund  Burlce  ;  including  Remarks  on  the  RtJignaticTi 
of  George    IKaJhington.      By    R.   Ditimore.      ^vo,      is,     Jordan. 

I79'' 

Whatever  be  the  merits  or  demerit's  of  what  is  called  jacobinifm, 
it  -is  at  leafl:  our  duty,  iiefore  we  form  any  opinion  upon  the  fubjeft, 
to  give  a  calm  and  difpaffionate  attention  to  the  ftatements  on  both 
fides  of  thequeftion.  The  misfortune  ss,  that  iii  party  contentions 
few  perfons  are  capable  of  piefersi'ing  that  equanimity  fo  effential 
to  the  candid  detail  of  fafts,  and  the  deduction  of  fair  and  liberal 
conclufionu.  In  the  prefent  ftruggle  between  the  new  and  old 
fyftems,  the  cliarge  of  intemperance  has  been  reiterated  by  the 
advocates  of  each  againfl  their  refpeftive  opponents :  and  it  mull 
be  coufelfed  that  both  parties  have  given  too  much  cccafion  for  the 

'         lis  reuroach. 
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reproach.  The  author  before  us  adopts,  withotit  the  leaft  heiitr:-* 
tion,  the  name  by  which  the  advocates  of"  thiiigs  as  they  are  have 
endeavoured  to  ftigmatife  the  reformers  of  the  day  ;  calls  himfelf  a 
Norwich  jacobhi,  and  proceeds  to  ftate  what  the  opinions  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  Norwich  jacobins  are.  Blany  of  thefe  principles  a 
part  of  our  readers  may  not  be  inclined  to  adopt  in  their  full  ex- 
tent:'  but  at  any  rate  they  w.ill  be  admitted  to  afiume  a  very  differ- 
ent complexion  in.the  prefent  picture,  from  that  with  which  they 
have  been  painted  in  the  caricatures  of  Mr.  Burke  and  his  fchool. 
't'he  author  rightly  confiders  the  doflrlne  of  '  equality,'  as  that 
which  it  is  of  moil:  importance  not  to  have  mifnnderflood  ;  and  he 
repels,  with  indignation,  the  charge  of  '  a  defii.e  forcibly  to  equa-? 
iife  property  :'  but  he  affirms  '  that  the  In^^xis  ought  to  have  a  ten- 
dency to  fuch  equalilation  ;  becaufe  '  immenfe  wealth  in  the  few 
produces  correfponding  mifery  in  the  many.  But  this  fliould  lim- 
ply be  a  tendency  :  there  fiiould  be  no  force  ufed  :  every  man  is 
equally  with  them'  (the  jacobins)  'entitled  to  the  profits  of  his  own 
indufh-y,  and  to  the  difpofal  of  it.' 

The  collateral  fubjefts  announced  in  the  title-pare  are  connect- 
ed with  the  main  argument  in  an  eafy  and  natural  way  ;  and  the. 
chara6^ers,  on  the  whole,  are  drawn  with  quite  as  much  candour 
as  could  be  expedled. 

POETICAL. 

The  Rural  Lyre\  a  P''ohime  of  Poems  :  dedicated  to  iiie  Rig^:( 
Honourable  the  Eat  I  of  Brijiol,  Lord  BiJJiop  of  Derry.  By  A'ln 
Yearfey.     ^to.      lOs.  6d.  Boards.     Robmfons.      T796, 

The  character  which  Strada  gives  to  Lucan,  may  with  ftrid  pro- 
priety be  applied  to  Mrs,  Yearfley  :  '  Ingenium  ei  effe  oppido  mag- 
ri-um,  fed  contumacius  qiidm  utarte  regi  polTet ;  diftionem,  animo- 
fam  et  ingenio  parem,  at  inam.cenam  tragiccque  feralem.'  This 
x'olume  (which  is  handfomely  printed,  and  decorated  with  a  front!- 
fpiece)  confifls  of  twenty-four  poems.  The  fentiments  and  ima- 
gery are,  for  the  greater  part,  bold  and  poetical,  the  language  uni- 
formly original  antl  energetic  ;  but  the  very  great  abruptuefs  of  the 
tranfitions  occauons  a  frequent  obfcurity.  The  poems,  indeed,  feem 
to  want  a  regular  combination  of  thought ;  and  although  the  reader 
may  admire  the  ivhole  of  fome  of  them,  he  will  perhaps  find  no  one 
which  he  can  approve  as  a  ivhole.  The  '  Remonftrance  in  the 
Platonic  Shade  (lourifliing  on  an  Height'  is  rather  obfcure.  Of  the 
remainder,  we  admire  '  Brutus,  a  fragment,'  the  leafl;  and  the 
Letters',  '  in  the  fcyle  of  the  fimplicity  of  the  antients,'  from  page 
47  to  page  66,  the  '  Addrefs  to  Friendfhip,'  the  '  Rullic's  Avowal 
of  Faith,'  and  the  '  Captive  Linnet,'  the  mofi:  highly.  We  pre- 
fent our  readers  vvith  the  following  very  tender  lines  from  the  poem 
Ikil  mentioned— 

■     ■  •  <  Mvcias  \ 
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*  Mycias !  behold  this  bird  I  fee,  how  fhe  tires  ! 
Breaks  her  foft  plumes,  and  fprings  againfl  the  wir^s  J 


Her  haunt  fhe  well  remembers :  every  morn 
Her  fweet  note  warbled  from  the  blowing  thorn 
That  hangs  o'er  yon  cool  wave ;  refponfes  clear 
Her  fifters  gave,  and  fprang  thro'  upper  air. 
E'en  now  (by  habit  gentler  made)  at  eve, 
A  time  when  men  their  green  dominions  leave. 
They  fit,  and  call  her  near  her  fav'rite  fpray, 
Meet  no  reply,  and  penfive  wing  their  way. 
This  wound  in  friendfliip  dear  afFe6bions  heal : 
Their  young  require  them  :  to  their  nefts  they  fteal. 

Perhaps,  dear  Mycias  1  this  poor  mourner's  breaft 
Was  yefternight  on  her  weak  offspring  preft  !-— 
The  down  fcarce  breaking  on  their  tender  Ikin, 
Their  eyes  yet  clos'd,  their  bodies  cold  and  thin. 

Where  are  they  now,  fweet  captive  ?  Who'll  befriend 
Thy  mourning  children,  as  the  ilorms  defcend  ? 
The  winds  are  bjeak,  thy  mofly  cradle's  torn, 
Hark  I  they  lament  thee,  hungry  and  forlorn  ! 
Each  fhiv'rina  brother  round  his  fifter  creeps, 
Deep  in  the  neft  thy  little  daughter  flceps. 
Again  the  blafl:,  that  tears  the  oak,  comes  on  : 
Thy  rocking  houfe,  thy  family  are  gone  !'     p.  88. 

Mrs.  Yearfley's  dedication  concludes  with  a  difcuffion  on  equality^ 
in  which  flie  appears  to  confound  natural  with  artificial  inequality. 
The  inequalities  of  nature,  whether  mountains  or  geniufes,  are 
good  aod  ufeful;  the  inequalities  of  fociety  are  evil  in  themfelves, 
and  to  be  juftified  only  as  being  necefiary  evils.  '  Unerring  nature 
produces  at  one  moment  the  eagle  and  the  bat.'  Tme  !  But  does 
Mrs.  Yearfley  infer  from  thence,  that  fociety  a6tc  unerringly,  when 
it  blindfolds  the  eagle  and  makes  the  bat  his  guide  ? 

Mrs.  Yearfiey,  by  a  combination  of  fortunate  circumftances,  has 
been  prevented  from,  wafting  '  her  fwcetnefs  on  the  defert  air,'  and 
has  been  tranfplanted  into  a  lefs  ungenial  foil.  The  public,  as  well 
as  herfelf,  have  reafon  to  rejoice.  But  how  many,  how  very  many, 
muft  there  have  been,  whofe  natural  powers  were  equal — but 
Chill  penury  repreft  their  noble  rage, 
And  froze  the  genial  current  of  the  foul, 

Mrs.  Yearfley  might  have  achioiuhdged.^  not  without  fighs,  rh« 
Bjeccflity  of  fuch  a  ftate  of  fociety ;  but  furely  Jhe  piould  not  have 
txulted  in  it.  Dedications  to  great  people  are  dangerous  things. 
Woman,  beloved  by  genius, 

'  Know  thine  own  worth,  and  reverence  the  lyre  !' 

I  i  4  RELI» 
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RELIGIOUS. 

j^n  Attempt  to  account  for  the  Infidelity  of  the  late  Etlzvard  Gihhon^ 
Rfq-  founded  on  his  own  Wemotrs,  ptthlijhed  by  fohn  Lord  Sheffield  • 
■with  Reflexions  on  the  befl  Means  of  checking  the  prrfent  alarming 
Pro?refs  of  Scepticifm  aifd  Irreligien  :  including  an  Account  of 
the  Converfion  and  D.eath  of  the  Right  Hon.  George  Lord  Lyttle- 
ton.       By   John    Evans,  A.  M.       8yo.     .  ij^.     td.       Longman. 

1797. 

The  writings  of  Mr.  Gibbon  arc  a  fund   from  which  the  advo- 
cates for  chriftianity  may  derive  great  advantages.     If  we  take  his 
hiftory  into  our  hands,  we  may  eafily  Hiow  the  remarkable  coinci- 
dence between  the  fafts  which  he  has  related  as  an  hiftorla'n,  and  ' 
the  prophecies  of  them  by  the  facred  writers:  his  fneers  againfl  re-  • 
ligion  may,  in  genera!,  be  fliown  to  bear  upon  Us  corruptions,  not 
upon  chriftianity  ;  and  vvhere  he  really  does  attack  revelation,  which  • 
is  very  feldom  when  compared  with  his  reiterated  afTau Its. on  bigotry 
and  fuperftition,  the  reafon  of  his  mifconceptions  may  be  eafily 
drawn  from  his  own  Memoirs.     The  latter  part  is  taken  up  by  the  ■ 
author  of  this  pamphlet;  and  if  he  had  confiried  hirnfelf  entirely 
to  this  fubjeift,  his  work  would  have  been  more  ufeful  and  inter- 
blling. 

Mr.  Gibbon  is  frequently  blamed  for  fneerlng,  as  it  is  faid,  at 
/cligion  ;■  and  in  this  pamphlet  it  is  afTerted  that  fuch  conduct  was 
ijnneceflary,  as  he  lived  in  '  a  country  where  a  man  may  write  and 
fpeak  as  h^  thinks,  witho'',t  danger  of  moleftation.'     Now  this  is  by 
ino  means  true.     If  Mr.  Gibbon  had  written  a  ferious  attack  upon 
chriOianity,  he  might  not  indeed  have  been  imprifoned  or  pilloried  ; 
but  hidead  of  being  refpefted  by  the  faftiionable  world,  inflead  of 
having  his  company  and  acquaintance  courted  even   by  bifhops, 
inftead   of  {landing  high  in  literary  fame,  he  would  have  found 
himfelf  bereaved  of  the  greater  part  of  his  friends,  arid  muft  have 
been  excluded^  from  a  variety  of  caufes,  from  many  focieties  into 
which   he  had  the  ambition  to  be  introduced.     Hence  Voltaire, 
Hume,  Gibbon,  and  others,  have  entered  into  the  conteft  in  the 
manner  the  leaft  dangerous  to  themfelves,  and  moll  likely  to  pro- 
mote the'fuccefs  of  the  caufe  which  they  have  undertaken  ;  and 
the  true  way  to  oppofe  fuch  writers,  is  not  to  niake  an  outcry  about 
religldn  being  in  danger,  about  the  increafe  of  fcepticifm  and' infi- 
delity, but  to  fliow  clearly  that  they  are  at  full  liberty  to  attack  reli» 
gion  in  What  manner  they  pleafe,  and  that  all  their  fneers  mufl  re« 
dound  back  to  their  own  infamy. 

A'  fneer  has  been  ufed  by  a  prophet  of  God  againfl  falfe  religion  ; 
and  wJe  Tnuft  have  but  a  weak  opinion  of  our  own  caufe,  if  we 
think  that  the  true  religion  can  be  hurt  by  it.  The  fneer  will  not 
be  ufed,  except  when  falfehood  is  notorious,  or  there  is  danger  in 
ipeaking  the  truth.  The  caufes  of  Mr^  Gibbon's  infidelity  are 
■  .  •  ■'  tolerably 
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rokrably  well  ftated  ;  and  the  work  may  be,  therefore,  ferviceable 
io  thofe  who  have  not  read  the  Memoirs ;  but  much  better  ufe 
might  have  been  made  of  the  materials;  and  tlien  the  two  Lift  ar- 
ticles, which  are  not  diliinguiflied  by  any  peculiar  merit  in  novelty 
or  compofition,  nii^ht  have  been  omitted. 

The  Ars;Ument  irt  Favor  of  CJirlJiianity  dra-jon  from  the  Chamber 
and  Difcourfes  of  Chrijl.  A  Sermon  preached  at  St.  Peter's  in 
Thanet^  on  Sunday,  September  25,  1796.  By  Thomas  Edward's., 
L.L.  D.     4.to.     I.e.     Faulder.     1796. 

Dr.  Edwards  is  better  known  in  the  learned  world  as  one  of  the 
moft  dilbnguiflied  fcholars  in  the  univerfity  of  Can.ibridge,  than  as 
;i  divine:  but   the  mafterly   manner  in  which,  in  the  work  before 
us,  he  has  treated  a  very  important  topic,  is  a  proof  that   he  has 
purfued,  with  the  greateft:  attention,  fubjefts  beft  adapted  to  his  pro- 
feffion.      Infidels  amufe  themfelves  with  various  caprices  of  tancf 
on  our  belief  in  miracles  and  prophecy  :  they  pretend  that  ih-.-  for- 
mer never  exifted,  and  that  the  latter  obtains  credit  from  accidental 
circumftances,  and    is   not  fanftioned    by   any   divine  intercctrfe,  "^^ 
Our  learned  divine  meets  them   upon  their  own  grounds :  for   the    ' 
moment,  he  lays  afide  all  the  arguments  to  be  derived  from  miracles 
and  prophecy  :  he  refts  his  faith  upon  a  (ingle  point, — the  charaAer 
and  conduct  of  our  Saviour, — and  thence   prov-es  the  divinity  of 
his  million. 

*  It  will  be  difficult'  (fays  he)  '  for  the  ingenuity  of  fcepticifm 
to  devife  more  than  four  hypothefes,  which  can  with  the  fmalleil 
platilibility  be  advanced  to  elucidate  the  character  of  Chriii :  —  either 
that  he  was  an  enthufjaft  : — or  that  he  was  a  mereteachtr  of  mora- 
lity ; —  or  that  he  entertained  a  remote  defign  of  proclainiing  him- 
felf  a  temporal  jWeffiah  :  —  or  that  he  deluded  his  followers  wjrli  the 
v.ifiona!*\'  profpedt  of  affording  them  a  fpiritual  deliverance  If 
none  of  thefe  hypothefes  ftiould  be  able  to  maintain  their  ground, 
^  ■C^ill  it  not  unavoidably  follow  that  Jefus  was  a  divine  inftructorr' 
p.  2. 

Each  of  thefe  poHtions  is  examined  with  great  judgment;  and  the 
difcourfe  is  thus  folemnly  concluded — 

*  In  a  concern  of  the  laft  importance  I  would  neither  willingly 
be  deceived  myfelf,  nor  would  I  wifli  to  deceive  orhers  :  but  in  the 
foregoing  train  of  reafoning  I  am  not  confcious  of  any  flaw.  Should 
the  validity  of  it  be  admitted,  it  affords  a  concife  nnd  fatisfactory 
proof  of  the  truth  of  our  religion,  —  adnp.ed  to  every  capacity, — 
imembarrafTed  by  the  fubtleties  of  criricifm  and  che  labyrinths  of 
learning.  May  it  be  attended  with  the  happy  influf^nce,  which  it 
was  calculated  to  produce  !  Let  us  prove  all  things ;  but  let  us  hold 
faft  that  which  is  good.  When  upon  examination  we  are  convin- 
*"?d  of  the  divine  origin  of  chriftianity,  let  us  maintain  the  pro- 

feffioa 


466  Monthly    Catalogub. 

fefiion  of  our  faith  without  waveriii'T.  Above  all.  Jet  the  confirma- 
tion  of  our  faith  be  the  improvement  of  our  praftice ;  that  when 
Chrift,  who  is  our  fliepherd,  fliall  appear,  we  may  receive  a  crown 
of  glory  with  this  decifive  fenteiice  of  approbation,  "  Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  fervants,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord." 
p,  17. 

A  difcourfe  like  the  above  is  pecTjliarty  well  adapted  to  the  pre- 
fent  times.  Unbelievers  triumph  in  fome  little  jeft,  derived  in 
general  from  a  mifunderftanding  of  the  fcriptures ;  but  they  have 
r.ever  ventured  to  impeach  the  moral  charader  of  cur  Saviour. 
They  are  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  their  conceffions.  It  is  their 
duty  to  examine  the  confequences :  and  we  do  not  fcruple  to  affirm, 
that  this  partial  examination  of  chriftianity  will  be»,attended  with 
good  efFefts,  To  us,  however,  it  appears,  that  the  hiftory  of  our 
Saviour,  taken  in  conneftion  with  the  preceding  and  fubfequent 
fcriptures,  contains  a  three-fold  cord  from  prophecies,  from  mira- 
<;Jes,  and  from  his  own  condu<fl,  which  can  never  be  broken.  In 
his  conduft  the  prophecies  are  verified  ;  and  fuch  prophecies  could 
only  come  from  the  author  of  all  truth.  But  let  the  unbeliever 
bjing  his  firong  reafons,  and  fliow  us  any  probable  means  of  form- 
ing fuch  a  character  as  our  Saviour  exhibited  to  the  world,  unicfi 
he  was,  as  he  declared  himfelf  to  be,  the  light  of  the  world. 

Sermons  on  the  Charailtr  of  Chrift.     By  Johi  Martin,   ^vo.   "Js,  6d. 

Boards,      Martin.     ' 

■  Tlie  particular  fubjects  which  Mr.  Martin  difcuJes  in  contem- 
plating the  character  of  Jefus  Cbriil:,  are — i.  The  Prophecies  re- 
lating to  him — 2.  His  Pre-exiftence — 3.  His  Incarnation — 4.  The 
Infancy  and  Youth  of  Chrift — 5.  His  Baptifm — 6.  His  Tempta- 
tions—  7.  His  Miracles — 8.  His  Preaching — 9.  His  calling  others 
to  preach — 10.  His  fententious  Sayings — 11.  His  prophetic  De- 
clarations—  12/.  His  Sufferings — 13.  His  Refurre^lion — 14.  His 
Afcenfioa — 15.  His  Interceffion  for  Sinners — 16,  His  fecond 
Coming — 17.  Cb'ift  the  Sum  of  the  facred  Scriptures. 

Our  readers  will  perceive  that  thefe  fubjeds  are  judiciouily 
chofen  :  and  we  will  add  that,  taJcen  coUeftively,  they  form  a  fhort 
buC  compreheiifive  fyftem  of  chrillian  divinity.  With  refpeft  to 
the  compofltion,  the  arrangement  will  be  found  to  be  regular  and 
clear;  and  as  to  the  ftyle,  we  think  it  of  the  middle  kind,  eafy, 
and  for  the  moft  part  correal ;  feldom  very  animated  or  nervous, 
but  often  chafle  and  elegant. 

The  following  fhort  extraft  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen. 

*  Our  Lord  taught  \v\ih  Jiirtplicily. 

*  His  appearance  was  plain,  and  unadorned  with  the  drefs  of  any 
peculiar  office ;  yet  it  was  not  rude,  or  of  illiberal  complexion. 
The  Janguafre  which   he  condefcended  to  ufe   was  unrefined  in  its 


/t 


Structure,  inharmonious  in  its  arrangement,  and  by  no  means  the 


Monthly    Catalog  us.       /      _      46^ 

irinft  promiiing  to  bcemployetl  in  the  arts  of  perfuafion.  Yet  thofe 
who  weve  fent  to  apprehend  him,  returned  and  faid,  Never  man 
(pake  like  this  man  !  and  all  bare  him  tvitnefs,  and  wondered  at  the 
g-racious  words  which  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth.  ■    •  ",  "     -y. 

'  If  to  us,  who  only  read  vlu  abridgment  of  his  difcoiirfes,  there 
appears  fomething  fo  folemn  in  his  devotions,  fo  perfpicuous  and 
excellent  in  his  infiifuftions,  fo  familiar,  enfy,  and  elegant,  in  his 
converfations,  and  fo  pathetic,  ia  his  expoftulations,  what  muft  his 
difciples  have  felt  when  they  heard  him  utter  his  mind  in  all  thefe 
forms,  and  /cru;,  as  well  as  heard,  that  he  was  full  of  grace  and 
truth  !  To  'whom  faid  they,  by  the  mouth  of  Peter,  fliall  we  go? 
Thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life.  And  when  he  taught  daily  in 
the  temple,  though  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  fcribes,  and  the  chief 
of  the  people  fought  to  deftroy  him,  they  could  not,  for  the  far  great- 
er number  of  the  people  were  very  attentive  to  hear  him.'  p.  205. 

(^hrljlion  Knoivleelge,  in  a  Series  of  Xl'cological  Extra^s  and  Ahridg-,, 
rhehts:  affe^lonafsly  addrejfed  to  Phihfophic  Deijis^  Soci>2ia?tSf 
Chrjjiians\  and  Jttvs'.'  By  a  Lover  of  true  Philofophy.  p^ol.  /, 
St-'o.      6s.     Boards,     Cadell  (7«^^  Davies.     1795. 

The  compiler  of  thefe  extrafts  recommends  them  to  the  public 
fr.om  his  ov/n  experience  of  their  utility.  We  (hall  give  the  ac- 
count of  this  utihty  in  his  own  words — ; 

*  Whatever  may  generally  be  thought  of  this  publication  alto- 
gether, I  truft  that  fuch  as  pcrufe  it  with  ferioufnefs  and  candour, 
fnall,  by  God's  bleffingj  find  in  it  no  feeble  defence  againft  the 
iljafi.s  of  infidelity,  and  no  inconfiderable  confirmation  of  their 
faith.  So  may  the  Almighty,  who  brings  good  out  of  evit,  and 
light  the  more  pleafing  and  the  more  powerful  for  the  deep  contrail 
of  preceding  darknefs,  difpenfe  fome  falutary  emanations  of  fpiritual 
truth  and  comfort,  by  the  imperfeft,  but  well-meant  labours,  of  a 
once  f[,)lenetic  and  unhappy  fceptic  !  To  conclude  a  Preface  already 
too  long,  whilft  I  fliroud  in  concealment  my  fliame  of  having  been 
ever  by  any  evil  fallacies,  or  mifconfiruction  of  a  revelation,  which 
to  every  eye  of  pure  and  right  perceptions,  fliines  with  more  than 
fubiunary  light,  fcouced  to  fall  under  this  defcription,  —  may  I  not 
hope  that  the  additional  fircngth  and  fledfaftuefs  of  belief  which  I 
have  acquired  bv  thtfe  refearches,  fltall  be  communicated  to  others, 
who,  without  any  former  propenfity  to  miftruft,  may  feel  them- 
(elves  awakened  and  aflifted  by  the  ardour  and  the  force  of  thofe 
convictions,  by  which  I  am  now  fo  deeply  imprefled  ?'     p.  xix. 

We  rejoice  that  a  fceptic  is  by  any  means,  however  inadequate 
^hey  may  appear  to  us,  brought  over  from  the  error  of  his  ways  ; 
but  we  mult  candidly  confefs  that  we  do  not  fee  much  in  thefe  ex- 
traits,  either  to  affift  in  converting  his  former  fceptical  brethren,  or 
to  confirm  a  found  believer.  The  attempt  to  prove  the  dotftrine  of 
the  Trinity  from  rabbinical  comments,  and  conjeftures  on  the  wild 
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fancies  of  the  heathen  mythology,  which  takes  up  the  greater  par? 
of  io6  pages,  is  too  grofs  for  men  of  learning,  and  too  abltrufe  for 
the  uneducated.  In  the  fcriptures,  and  the  fcriptures  alone,  this  and 
every  other  religious  point,  infifted  on  as  articles  of  faith,  muft  be 
fought  for ;  and  if  from  thence  they  cannot  be  proved  to  our  fatis- 
fac^ion,  they  muft  be  given  up  :  but  we  fiiould  do  the  greateft  in- 
juftice  to  divine  revelation  if  we  could  fuppofe  that  it  frood  in  need 
of  any  fupport  from  foreign  quarters,  or  tiie  fublimity  of  its  doc- 
trines be  improved  by  Tartarian  tales,  and  figments  of  the  Hindoos. 

Sermons   tranjlate^  from  the  original  French  of  the  late  Kcv.'  jfamsf' 
Saurin^  Pafor  of  the  French  Church  at  the  Hague.  Volume  VI,  o>> 
Sacramental  Occajious.      By  Herry  Hrmfcr,   D.  D.    Paflor  of  the 
Scots  Churchy   London- Wall,   %vo.   6.f.   Boards.   Dilly.    1 796. 

,  The  admirers  of  Saurin  will  be  glad  to  add  this  volume  to  th;e 
collection  tranflated  by  Mr.  Robinfon.  The  merits  oT  Dr.  Hunter 
are  well  known  as  a  tranflator ;  and  certainly,  if  the  doflrinal  were 
the  mofl  valuable  parts  of  his  original,  he  might  juftly  claim  a  pre- 
ference, in  tranflating,  over  his  predecefTor,  who  was  well  known  to 
be  very  far  from  adhering  to  the  t^tiiets  of  Calvinifm.  Dr.  Hunter 
agrees  entirely  with  Saurin  on  thefe  points  :  and  of  courfe  his  tranf- 
lation  might  at  firll  view  be  perufed  with  greater  confidence  by  his 
Calviniflical  readers  ;  but  abflraft  from  thefe  points,  on  which 
there  is  room  for  great  latitude  of  opinion,  fo  many  greater  beauties 
are  to  be  found  in  the  compofitions  of  Saurin,  that  Dr.  Hunter  has 
been  very  ufefuUy  employed  in  this  work,  and  particularly  fo  in 
adapting  the  length  of  the  difcourfes  ti  the  convenience  of  private 
families. 

The  Inanity  and  Mifchief  of  vulgar  Superflitions.  Four  Sermo7:s 
preached  at  j^U- Saints  Churchy  Huntingdon^  by  M.  f.  Nqylor, 
jV/,  j1.  Fellow  of  Queen's  College,  Camhridge,  and  Le^urer  at 
the  -PariJJi  Church  of  IVahfield,  Yurkjhlre.  To  ii^hich  is  addedy 
fame  Account  of  the  J-Vitches  of  Warboys.  Sro.  is.  6d.  Ri- 
vingtons.     i795> 

Our  readers  in  the  metropolis  will  fcarcely  conceive  that  the  be- 
lief of  witches  is  not  rooted  out  of  the  minds  of  their  countrymen  : 
but  we  are  forry  to  obferve  that  in  the  fen  counties  there  are  ft-'l 
people  fimple  and  abfurd  enough  to  give  wav  to  this  ancient  fuper- 
ftition.  A  little  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago,  three  perfons 
were  indicted  for  witchcraft  in  Huntingdonfhire,  and  various  '  proofs, 
prefumptions,  circumflances,  and  reafons,  were  at  large  delivered, 
ontil  both  the  judge,  juftices,  and  jury  faid  openly,  that  the  caufe 
was  moft  apparent,  their  confciences  were  uell  fatisfied,  that  the 
faid  witches  were  guilty,  and  had  deferved  death.'  The  poor 
wretches,  an  old  man'  and  woman,  the  wom.an  above  eighty  years 
if  age,  aad  tbe-r  daughter,  wtre  in  confequence  executed :  their  , 
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roods,  which  atxiounted  lo  forty  pounds,  v/ere  forfeited  to  fir  Henry 
Cromwell,  as  lord  of  the  manor  of  Warb«oys ;  and  this  fum  he 
made  over  to  the  corporation  of  Huntingdon,  on  condition  that 
they  fiiould  give  forty  IhiUings  every  year  '  to  a  doftor  or  bachelor 
of  divinity  of  (Queen's  College,  Cambridge,  to  preach  a  fermon  at 
Huntingdon  againft  the  fin  of  witchcraft,  and  to  teach  the  people 
how  they  fhouid  difcover  and  fruftrate  the  machinations  of  witches, 
and  dealers  with  evil  fpirits.'  ■  >,«,.-,-^ 

This  donation  ftill  fubfifts :  the  fermofi  is  annually  preached ; 
but,  for  the  credit  of  Queen's  College  and  the  corporation  of  Hunt-' 
ingdon,  the  terms  are  not  ftrifVIy  complied  with.  Of  this  we  have 
an  evident  proof  in  the  fermons  before  us.  The  palFages  in  fcrip- 
ture,  which  have  been  rafnly  fuppofed  to  give  countenance  to  a 
belief  in  witchcraft,  are  judicioufly  examined  ;  but  we  fear  that  weafe 
minds  will  continue  to  be  prejudiced  in  favour  of  this  belief,  aa 
long  as  the  various  falfe  tranflations  from  the  original,  made  pro" 
bJibly  in  compliance  with  the  abfurd  notions  of  James  the  Firft, 
are  allowed  to  have  a  place  in  our  common  bibles.  The  falfe  ren- 
dering of  the  words  iii^rm^  th^ranivai  by  the.  word  '  be'vjitched^ 
when  t^\a'tato  is  tranflated,  '  ivonderzd^'  is  properly  noticed  by  our 
author.     A6ls,  viii. — 13. 

We  heartily  recommend  thefe  fermons  to  the  perufal  o{  the 
clergy,  in  thofe  pariihes  where  poor  unfortunate  old  men  and  wo- 
men are  ftill  tormented  by  their  neighbours,  on  the  ridiculous  pre- 
tence of  witchcraft  :  and  the  Appendix  deferves  attention  from  all 
judges  and  jurymen.  There  is  no  time  when  a  judge  and  jury 
fliould  be  more  upon  their  guard,  than  when  the  crimes  alleged 
againft  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  at^e  imputed  to  him  either  by  po- 
pular clamour,  or  the  vengeance  of  the  ruling  party ;  but  the  hif- 
tory  of  all  ages  and  countries  teaches  us,  in  too  many  inflances, 
that  the  balance  is  then  held  with  the  unlleadieft  hand,  when  the 
ftrongeit  nerve  is  required. 

The  Duty  of  Chrijilans  to  feek  the  Peace  and  V/'elfnre  of  the  Commu- 
nity. A  Sermon^  preached  at  Kingjion  upon  Hull.,  on  the  late  Pali- 
lie  Fajl^  JVediiefday.^  March  ^tk^  1797)  h  if'"iliiam  Pender ed-, 
Zvo.      Is.     Johnfoa.     1797. 

The  author,  in  his  Preface  and  his  notes,  profefTes  a  fear  of  the 
^avcful  court  of  reviewers,' and  makes  almoll  a  promift  not  to  appear 
again  before  the  public.  On  this  account' we  give  him  leave  to  go 
from  our  bar  with  one  word  only  of  advice,  to  rccolleft  that  as  a 
preacher  he  is  to  meditate  upon  the  fcriptures,  and  to  fpeak,  without 
fear,  awful  truths  to  the  people.  A  difcourfe  written  with  a  view  to 
the  awful  court  of  reviewers  is  not  calculated  to  make  any  impref- 
lion  upon  the  hearers ;  and  on  a  fait  day  the  thoughts  of  the  whole 
congregation,  both  preacher  and  hearers,  flsould  be  direded  to  the 
highcft  tribunal, 
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The  folemn  Voice   of  Public  Events  confidered  in  a  Difconrfe  frotn 
Zep/ianiah  Hi.  6,    7.    relative  to  the  Appointment  of  the   late   Ge- 
■  freral  Faji,  on  the  ^th  of  March,    1797.      By  A.  Maclaine,  D.  D. 
i^to.      IS,  6d.     Cadell  <a«^/ Davies.     1797. 
What  does  this  foiemn  voice  really  teach  us  ?   Surely  it  ought  to 
teach  every  nation  to  correct  the  abul'es  gradually  crept  into  the  con- 
ftitiition  ;  but  thefe  abufes  are  not  likely  to  be  removed  as  long  as 
preachers   think  it  necelTary  to  be  fo  very  abufive  of  the  French; 
and.  fo  little  anxious  for  the  reforms  which  by  many   perfons  afe 
loudly  called   for  at  home.     The  common  topics  are  brought  for- 
ward  in  this  difcourfe ;  the  French  are  called  modern  Amorites, 
their  fins  are  fpecified,  their  political  fins  chiefly.     The   political 
fins  of  this  government,  if  it  has  any,  are  not  fpecified  :  and  there 
is  a  general  call  to  repentance  for  perfonal  fins,  which  the  preacher 
may  expatiate  upon  as  much  as  he  pleafes,  without  giving  offence. 
If  a  preacher  is  allowed  to  fpeak  of  the  execution   of  the   French 
king  as  that  of  an  innocent  man,  he  fhould  with  equal  boldneft 
arraign  the  proceedings  of  our  own  government,  and,  with  the  free- 
dom   of  the  celebrated  Maflillon  before  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  ex-* 
pofe  the  fins  of  adminiftration,  from  which  flattery  alone  can  fuppofc 
it  to  be  exempt.      But  we  cannot  approve  of   this  conduft  in  the* 
pulpit.     We  cannot  allow  that  it  is  right  in  a  preacher  to  enter  in- 
to a  political  difcuflion  of  any  queftion  relating  to  our  own  or  fo* 
reign  governments.     He  is  to  fpeak  truths  to  the  difciples  of  Chrifi) 
whofe  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 

A  Sermon  addrejfed  to  the  General  Baptifs,  on  the  Caufes  cf  their 
Decle-nfion,  and  the  Means  of  their  future  Profperity.  Preached 
at  the  Bapiifi  Meetings  Saint  Thomas's  Street^  P or tf month,  No^ 
vember  the  I  ^th ;  and  at  Chichefer,  December  the  6th;  1795* 
(No^tu  a  lit tli  enlarged.)  By  John  Kingsford.  8v'0,  bd.  Mar- 
fom.      1796.      ■ 

The  readers  cf  this  difcourfe  will  imagine,  from  the  crowded 
meetings  which  they  are  accuftomed  to  fee  in  dliTerent  parts  of 
England,  that  the  aiithar.mufi:  be  miflaken  in  computing  the  num- 
ber of  his  fed  at  fo  Ipw^  an  cflimate.  Thty  are  not  aware  of  the 
diftindion  into  cliurch  members  and  hearers ;  for  fometiraes  a  con- 
gregation may  confifi,  as  we  have  feen,  of  upwards  of  a  thoufand 
people,  and  yet  the  members  may  not  amount  to  a  hundred.'  That 
the  number  of  church  members  is  declining,  «'e  have  reafon  to 
believe  from  the  authority  of  a  pcffon  fo  able  to  procure  accurate 
information  on  the  fubjeci.  That  it  fliould  decline,  we  think  highly 
probable,  if  the  caufes  of  declenfion,  fl:ated  in  this  difcourie,  pre- 
vail in  the  fociety.  The  difcourfe  is  written  in  plain  language, 
without  any  attempt  at  elegance  of  flyle  or  compofition  ;  but  as  tie 
Inatter  is  of  high  importance  to  the  Baptift  fociety,  we  doubt  not 
that  it  will  meet  with  the  attention  from  that  quarter  which  it  truly 
(i^ferves. 
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Ezekld'i  Warning  to  the  Jews,  applied  to  the  threatened  Invajion  of 
Great  Britain.  A  Sermon^  delivered  at  ylj/i,  March  the  Slh, 
1797.     By  N.  Nijhctt,  M.J.      '6vo.      6d.     Johnfon.      1797- 

Politico-theology.  We  regret  that  its  author  fliould  have  inttr- 
mitted  his  more  ufeful  iludies  for  the  difcuiiioa  ot  i'o  many  topics 
which  are  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  his  hearers,  rather  thau 
to  give  them  a  ferious  convidion  of  their  own  lituation- 

The  Connexion  of  Situation  ivith  Chara£ler  conjidered  vjith  a  P^ieiu  f» 
,  the  Minijiers  of  Religion  :  1  a    Synod  ScrmoNy    by    the   Rev.    Ste~ 
Menfon   Macgill.   Minifer   of  Eafioood,      $vo,      is,      li'lacaulay^ 
Glafgow.     1797- 

St,  Paul's  letters  to  Timothy  and  Titus  contain  the  beft  direc- 
tions which  can  be  given  to  perfons  in  the  offices  of  teachers  or  mi- 
nifters  of  a  chriftian  meeting.  Before  a  fynod  or  meeting  in  Scot- 
land, the  fubjeft  feie6led  by  our  author  was  very  fit  and  proper ;  and 
it  is  treated  in  a  manner  which,  vve  doubt  not,  met  with  the  approba- 
tion of  his  hearers.  Several  of  them  requefted  that  the  difcourfe 
fliouId  be  committed  to  the  prefs ;  and  the  young  Scotch  divines 
may  derive  fome  benefit  from  the  perufal;  but  there  are  fo  many 
fennons  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  fo  many  infh-udions  in  various 
forms,  to  minifters  of  different  perfuafions,  that  it  was  fcarcely  of 
coniequence  to  increafe  the  number  by  the  prefent  publication. 

T'melve  Sermofis  preached  at  the  Neiv  Jerufnlem  Temple,  in  Red- 
Ctofs-Street,  near  Cripplcgcte,  London,  By  Manoah  Si/>!y^ 
N.  H.  S.  Servant  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  '6vo.  Sold  by  the 
Author.      1796=40. 

If  any  perfon,  unwilling  to  wade  through  the  voluminous  writ- 
ings of  Svvedenborg,  wiflies  to  have  an  infight  into  the  leading  te- 
nets of  his  fed,  we  recommend  to  him  the  perufal  of  thtfe  difi 
courfe?.  From  the  firft  paragraph,  he  may  eafily  conjecture  what 
he  is  to  expert.  The  text  is  Genefis  I.  26,  27,'  in  which  our 
preacher  fays,  '  all  fcientific  grammatical  rules  are  turned  aiide  :"• 
and  this,  which  to  us  is  a  very  great  objection  to  any  writer,  i.s 
made  a  ground  of  praife  rattier  than  of  cenfure.  Vv'e  beg  leave, 
however,  to  differ  from  the  preacher  in  his  opinion,  and  to  deny- 
this  breach  of  rules  for  which  he  cbntends.  The  difpute  is  a  verv; 
old  one,  involving  the  meaning  of  the  word  Elohiin,  as  alfo  -the 
new  Jerufalem  dodrine  of  the  Trinity.  On  the  latter  fubjed,  the 
queftion  between  the  new  and  the  old  church  is  brought  to  a  fimple 
iiTue;  and  with  the  change  only  of  one  propofition  for  another,  nioft 
of  the  ^ddrel^es  of  the  new  church  might  be  accommodated  to  the 
prayers  of  the  orthodox.  Is  there  a  Trinity  in  God  ?  Or  is  there  a 
Trinity  of  Gods  ?  The  procefs  of  proving  a  Trinity  in  God,  cs 
adopted  by  our  author,  from  the  meaning  of  the  word  Elohim,  tie 
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tinlty  in  the  Creator,  and  the.  verfe  in  John's  gofpel,  proving  tht 
Logos  to  be  God,  is  fiirely  very  far  fetched,  a:id  cannot  eafiljr  he 
tmderlrood.by  an  Enghfli  congregationi 

When  once  a  writer  lets  afide  the  propriety  of  adhering  to  gram- 
matical rules,  he  has  taken  a  ftride  which  naturally  carries  him  into 
the  regions  of  myfticifm.  Every  thing  is  fpirituaUfed  :  and,  if  the 
doftriiie?  of  Swedenborg  had  not  been  fufficiently  commented  upon, 
tve  fliouid  with  pleafure  have  felecfttd  fome  extrads  from  the  work 
before  us,  to. (how  the  genius  of  the  feft.  But  our  readers  are  in 
oeneral  well  acquainted  with  the  leading  points;  and  there  is  nothino; 
new  in  this  work  to  excite  peculiar  curiofity. 

LAW. 

The  Pojlhiunoiis  U^otks  of  Charles  Fearnt:,  Efq.  Earvifier  at  Lau^ 
Conjiji'ing  of  a  Reading  on  the  Statute  of  LnohnentSy  Argnmenii 
in  the  fingular  Cafe  of  General  Stantuix^  and  a  Collttlion  of  CaftS 
and  Opinions.  Seledeei  from  the  Author' i  Maniifcriptst  By 
Thomas  Mitchell  Shadivell,  of  Gray's-Inn^-  Efq,  Sw.  i2-f<, 
Boardn     Butterworth.     1 797. 

Mr.  Fearne's  profound  knowledge  of  the  law  of  real  property, 
and  the  ingenuity  as  well  as  the  foundnefs  of  liis  legal  publications, 
have  been  the  fubjeft  of  much  profeffional  applaufe  ;  it  is  greatly  to 
be  regretted  that  the  faireil  opportunities  of  attaining  pecuniary  in- 
dependence did  not  exempt  the  ciiG  urn  fiances  of  Mr.  Fearne  froni 
ferious  embarraffment ;  and  it  is  at  the  fame  tifne  highly  honourable 
to  the  feelings  and  difcriminatioii  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  that 
the  diftrefb  of  the  author  of  the  '  Eflay  on  Contingent  Remainder.';' 
excited  fympathy  and  procured  fubflantial  relief. ,  The  prefent  poft- 
humous  volume  is  publiflied  for  the  benefit  of  j\Ir.  Fearne's  widow  : 
and  though  its  contents  may  not  poflefs  a  profeffional  importance 
equal  to  the  other  works  of  the  author,  wft  are  gratified  in  perceiv- 
ing it  patronifed  by  a  very  nti.merous  and  refpeftable  lift  of  fub- 
fcribery. 

Reports  of  Cafes  aJjudged  in  the  Court  rf  King's  Bench  :  luith  fome 
fpecial  Cafes  in  the  Courts  of  Chancery,  Common  Pleas^  and  Ex- 
chequer^ alpJiabeticaUy  digejicd  under  proper  Heads  ;  from  the  fiifi 
Year  of  King  William  and  Q^uecn  Mary,  ta  the  tenth  Year  of 
Queen  Anve.  By  IVilliam  Salkeldy  late  Serjeant  at  Law.  The 
Sixth  Edition  :  including  the  Notes  and  References  of  Ksiightly 
D'AnverSy  Efq.  and  Mr.  Serjeant  I'Vilfon  ;  and  large  Additioni 
cf  Notes  and  References  to  modern  Authorities  cind  Determinafionf^ 
by  If'iUiam  David  Evans.,  Efq.  Barrifler  at  Lav}.  3  Volsi 
■Royal  ivo.      iL-jSi     Boards.      Butterworth.      179S. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Salkeld's  Reports  have  long  been  diflinguifhed  by  a 
very  confiderable  and  deferred  ih:jfe  of  profeffional  reputation,  and 
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have  been  piiblifhed  at  different  time^  under  the  care  of  refpedable 
legal  charaders.  Much  induftry  has  certainly  been  beftowed  on  the 
preferit  edition;  but  its  value  is  conflderably  ieflened  by  the  nume- 
rous inaccuracies  which  have  occurred  in  the  printing.  The  editor 
endeavours  to  apologife  for  this  defeat,  by  ftating  that  it  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  diftance  of  his  refidence  from  London  j  we  do  not, 
however,  deem  fuch  an  excufe  completely  fatisfaftory,  when  we 
confider  the  peculiar  importance  of  correftnefs  in  a  legal  publica- 
tion, to  thofe  by  whom  it  may  be  confulted  ;  and  we  advife  editors 
themfelves  to  refle(5l  that  a  long  lift  of  acknowledged  errors  muft 
naturally  lead  to  a  fufpicion  that  many  more  miftakes  exift,  which 
have  efcaped  editorial  deteftion. 

Obfirvatlons  on  the  late  AB  for  augmenting  tie  Salaries  of  Curates^ 
in  Four  Letters  to  a  Friend.  By  Eufebius^  Ficar  of  Lilliput, 
%V0.     is.  6d.     Cadell  fl«^  Davies.     1797. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  eafily  be  anfwered  by  the  poor  curates. 
There  are  cafes,  without  doubt,  when  by  an  abufe  of  the  ad  an  un- 
deferving  curate  may  cut  off  too  great  a  portion  of  the  income  of 
the  deferving  vicar ;  but  there  are  fo  many  inftances  of  the  inad- 
equate pay  at  times  given  to  curates,  that  every  impartial  man  mud 
rejoice  that  their  cafe  has  at  iaft  been  taken  into  confideration  by 
^he  legiflature, 

MEDICAL. 

MurefifoJogia  :  or,  trie  Art  of  the  Apothecary,  traced  up  to  its  origi' 
nal  Source  in  Hifiory  ;  and  the  Antiquity  ar.d  Confequerxc  of  the 
Druggijis  and  Drug  Merchants  afferted  and  maintained  againji 
the  Mifrcprefentations  of  the  Author  of  a  late  Hiflory  of  Medicine, 
The'  Nature  and  Dcfgn  of  that  Publication  examined,  and  the 
true  Foundation  of  the  refpcFtallc  ChcraBcr  of  the  Apothecary  of 

■'  Gredt  Britain,  at  the  prc/ent  Time,  pointed  out  and  iilujirated, 
^y  JofP^>-  Bradney,  Ef^.     8co.      is,     Rivingtons. 

Mr.  Bradney  here  takes  up  the  cudgels  in  oppofition  to  Mr^ 
Good's  propofcd  reform  in  the  pharmaceutic  profeffion :  but  he 
neither  wields  them  with  judgment,  nor  applies  them  vvith  much 
dexterity  or  effeft.  He  is  indeed  as  ih^nuous  for  the  continuation 
of  the  abufes  of  the  profeffion,  as  his  antagonift  is  determined  ia 
the  caufe  of  reform  j  but  his  powers  of  enforcing  his  defign  are  by 
no  means  erjual. 

On  the  propofed  mode  of  reforn^atjon,  he  fays — 

'  It  might  be  imagined,  that  the  powers  which  already  exift  in 
the  corporate  bodies,  who  legally  prefidc  over  the  department  of 
pharmacy,  were  annulled,  or  of  no  force ;  becaufe,  if  thefe  pow- 
ers exift,  and  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  perfer'tly  com- 
petent to  exercife  them,  and,  if  thefe  powers  are  not  only  very  full 
and  comprehcniive,  but  txercifed  with  prudence  and  difcretion, 
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we  are  led  to  judge,  that  any  change  of  men  or  meafures,  muft  be 
equally  unnecefiary  and  abfurd.  For  even  admiuing  the  prefcnc 
adminiftration  of  them  not  to  produce  the  full  effeft  expefted  by 
the'  new  reformer,  how  would  the  matter  be  mended  by  transferring 
fuch  enlarged  powers  to  a  defcription  of  men  who  are  not  fuppofed, 
from  their  ieducation  and  knowledge,  to  have  fheir  minds  adequately 
enlarged  to  ufe  them  with  propriety  ?'     p.  5. 

Mr.  Good  had  aflerted  that  drugglfls  were  comparatively  a  mo- 
dern, race  of  men,  and  by  no  means  of  equal  importance  with  apo- 
thecaries:  to  which  Mr.  Eradney  replies  by  quoting  Chambers. 

The  author's  obfervations  on  the  examination  of  perfons  and 
drufs  have  neither  ftreno^th  nor  novelty  to  recommend  them. 

On  the  impoi'tance  of  the  drug  merchant,  in  a  chemical  point 
of  view,  vye  have  the  foliovving  very  curious  paragraph— 

*  ClKmiflry,'  fays  the  author,  '  attaches  generally  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  druc;2;ift.  Not  one  of  them,  fcarcelv.  but  has  his  re- 
gular  laboratory  :  much  of  his  time  is  fpent  in  it.  The  mecha- 
l^.ic,  the  manufiicturer  are  indebted  to  him  for  many  valuable  im- 
provements i:i  their  refpeftive  arts.  The  affinities  of  bodies  are 
thoroughly  inveftigated  by  him.  He  can  analyfe  and  compound 
with  accuracy,  fkili,  and  precifion.  Many  mod:  ingenious  perfons 
are  to  be  found  among  them  ;  none  but  partake  of  fome  experimental 
knowledge.  Yet  this-  defcription  of  men,  Vvhofe  ufefulnefs  the 
tvcrld-  bears  witnefs  to,  are  to  be  degraded  and  debarred  from  vend- 
ing preparations,  and  compounding  prefcriptions,  when  the  princi- 
ples and  relative  properties  of  their  compofitions  are,  perhaps,  bet- 
ter underfrood  by  them  thaji  by  many  praftiling  apothecaries.' 
r.  25. 

Such  is  the  ma*nner  and  reafonlng  of  this  feeble  performance. 

Upon  inq\ury,  we  are  fearful  it  would  turn  out  that  but  very 
feu'  of  the  drtiggifts  are  even  acquainted  with  the  general  principles 
of  th?  fcience. 

i^  Differfation  on  Ref piratic?!.  Tra-njlated  from  the  Latin  cf  Dr. 
Mtn%ies.  Tl'~ith  Nutes^  hy  Charles  Sugrue^  ij'c.  Cs'r.  ^vo.  is. 
Johnfon.      1796. 

Tvefpiration  is  a  procefs  of  fuch  importance  to  the  animal  oeco- 
nomy,  that  every  rational  attempt  to  elucidate  and  explain  thofe 
difficulties  in  which  it  is  involved,  is  at  lead  deferving  of  attention 
from  the  medical  praclitioner.  The  reafons  which  feem  to  have 
induced  Mr.  Sugrue  to  prefent  this  tranflation  of  Doftor  Menziei' 
Theils  to  the  public,  are  the  fcarcity  of  the  Latin  edition,  and  tite 
approbation  which  the  experiments  arid  conclufion:  which  it  con- 
tains, have  mpt  with  from  fome  of  t<ie  pi'ofelTors- in  the  univerfitv 
of  iidinburgh,  The  chief  obje<!^  of  the  author  of  this  drfTertHtion 
feems  not,  however,  to   have  been  'rffc  'removal  of  the  obftacles 
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•which  prefent  themfelves  in  this  part  of  phyfiology,  but  to  '  in- 
veftigate  the  quantity  of  air  infpired  by  an  adult,  and  to  confider 
refpiration  as  the  chief  fource  of  animal  heat.'  And  indeed,  in  this 
view  of  the  matter,  his  experiments  appear  to  have  been  inftituted 
with  confiderable  ingenuity.       ."«'■"' 

The  firft  feries  of  experiments  are  made  for  the  pitrpofe  of  afcer- 
taining  the  quantity  of  air  infioired  in  each  infpiration.  Thefe! 
feem  to  have  been  executed  with  as  much  accuracy  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubje^l,  and  the  method  which  the  author  purfucd,  were 
capable  of  allowing.  By  the  fecond  fet  of  experiments,  he  endea- 
vours to  fliow  that  animal  heat  is  generated  in  the  lungs,  and  that: 
the  quantity  fo  generated  is  capable  of  being  '  determined  by  a' 
method  which  has  no  connection  v/ith  any  theory  on  animal  heat, 
or  with  the  different  capacities  of  fixed  and  vital  air  for  heat.' 

*  This  method,'  fays  he,  '  is  founded  on  the  two  following  pro- 
pofitions,  which  we  prefume,  have  been  demonflrated  by  our  ex- 
periments. 

'  iff.  That  nearly  equal  quantities  of  heat  are  evolved,  whea 
equal  quantities  of  vital  air  are  vitiated  whether  by  the  coiijbuflioa 
of  «oal  or  by  the  refpiration  of  animals. 

'adly,  That  the  quantity  of  fixed  air  generated  in  the  lungs  la 
any  given  time,  can  be  eafily  determined  by  knowing  the  quantity 
of  fixed  air  in  air  once  refpired. 

*  But  if  the  quantity  of  air  commonly  refpired  had  been  (o  fmall 
as  Dr.  Goodwin  had  fuppofed,  it  is, evident,  tlat  fo  fmall  a,.pro-. 
•portion  of  it  would  have  been  changed  in  the  Ipngs,  that  this  orgaa 
could  not  be  confidcred  the  fource  of  animal  heat,  ^nd  in  fa£f, 
feveral  objedions  were  made  to  Dr.  Crawford's  theqry  oh  ac- 
count of  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Goodwin,  and  fome  others  made 
by  the  celebrated  De  la  Metherie,  who  eftimateS'the  quantity  of 
air  commonly  infpired  at  8  or  10  cubic  inches,  and  fuppofes  there- 
fore, that  not  more  than  4  a"  Jnch  of  fixed  air  is  generated. 

'  But  as  Pv'Ionf.  de  la  INJetherie  meafured  only  oik  refpiration, 
and  that  without  much  accuracy,  there  is  no  neceffity  cf  dwelling 
any  longer  on  this  topic.  But  from  the  above  experiments  and 
calculations  we  necelFarily  conclude,  that  tlie  quantity, ©ft  heat  ge- 
nerated in  the  lungs  is  fufiicient  to  compenlate  for  its  continual 
lofs.  We  cannot  therefore  fufficiently  admire  the  inlipite  wifdoin  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  who  has  made,heat  be  generated  j^  the  lungs 
from  that  very  element,  which  draws  off  heat  fronj  every  other 
part  of  the  body.  We  cannot  but  admire  alfo  the  difFuiion  of  heat 
through  the  entire  fyflem  by  means  of  th.e  blood.  Hence  we  iec 
the  reafbn  of  filling  the  kings  .of  drowned  perfons  with  air;  whether 
fiUin^  the  lunos  with  air  be  the  moft  efficacious  method  of  reltorina 
the  proper  degree  of  heat  to  the  vital  parts,  cr  whethei'  it  l.'e  a  iti- 
inulus  to  the  heart;  the  motion  of  which  perhaps  ceafas  in  a  great 
rocafure  from  the  lofs  of  heat.'     r.  60. 
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The  tranflator  has  introduced  fome  ufefal  notes  in  explanaticn 
of  the  opinions  and  conclufions  of  the  author.  But  the  tra<^  is 
chiefly  valuable  for  the  concife  experimental  details  which  it  com- 
prehends. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hinti  t9  Puhlid  Speaiers  ;  intended  /or  young  Barrijiert,  Students  at 
LaWy  and  all  others  ivko  may  luijh  to  Improve  their  Delivery^  and 
attain  a  jujl  and  graceful  Elocution.  By  T.  Knoxy  A.  Mm  Small 
ivo,     is.  6d.    Murray  ^«J  Highley.     1797. 

The  prevailing  language  of  the  table  of  contents  in  this  little  work, 
■viz.  ^  How  to  make  yourfelf  heard  without  difficulty'— ' /fow  to 
flrengthen  the  voice' — ^  How  to  get  rid  of  faultering,  &c.  alTo- 
ciates  in  our  minds  with  the  ludicrous  titles  affixed  to  Geoffrey 
Gambado's  plates  of  horfemanfliip — *  Hoiu  to  flop  your  horfe— • 
•  How  to  ride  genteel  in  Hyde  Park,  iic'  We  do  not,  however, 
wifh  to  infinuate  that  the  more  material  parts  of  the  work  alTort 
with  thefe  ill-chofen  titles :  on  the  contrary,  mofl  of  Mr.  Knox's 
injunftiftns,  though  exprefTed  in  a  concife  form,  are  very  much  to 
the  purpofe ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  prove  of  ufe  to 
the  juvenile  public  fpeaker.  The  following  fpeclmen  of  the  work 
will  enable  our  readers  to  judge  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exe- 
cuted :  the  lefTon  is  ♦  How  to  exprefs  contempt  by  the  voice.' 

*  If  you  would  wifh  to  (hew  the  contempt  you  hare  for  a  man, 
and  expofe  him  to  the  audience,  you  mufl  do  it  with  a  fcornful 
tone ;  but  without  the  fmallef^  pafTion,  eagernefs,  or  violence  of 
voice,  as,  rro  doubt,  Cicero  did,  when  he  fpoke  to  Czecilius,  who 
pretended  to  be  preferred  before  him  for  pleading  in  the  accufation 
of  Verres. 

*'  But  you,  C^FciZ/wj,  prray  what  can  you  do  ?  Where  's  yo»iir  ca- 
pacity upon  this  mighty  pretenflon  of  yours  ?  When,  and  upon 
what  affair  have  you  ever  made  any  trial  of  your  fkill,  or  given  any 
proofs  of  your  parts  and  fufficiency  to  men  of  fenfe,  and  have  not 
attempted  at  the  fame  time  upon  your  own  weaknefs,  and  run  the 
hazard  both  of  your  reputation  and  judgment  ?  Do  you  not  confi- 
der  the  difficulty  of  managing  the  cau/e  of  the  compnonwealth,  of 
maintaining  the  peace  of  the  public  from  difgrace  and  oppreffion,  of 
unravelling  the  whole  life  of  a  man  from  the  firft  breath  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  not  only  of  fetting  it  forth  in  its  proper  colours  to  the 
underftanding  of  the  judges,  but  of  expofing  it  alfo  to  the  whole 
world  ;  the  difficulty  of  defending  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  alli^Sy 
the  intereft  of  provinces^  the  power  of  laws,  and  the  authority  of 
Our  courts  of  judicature?  Take  it  from  me,  fir,  this  is  the  firfl  op- 
portunity you  have  met  with  of  learning  fomething  from  your 
betters." 

*  There  is  alfo  a  fine  example  of  contempt  from  a  reply  made  by 
lord  Ci^atham,  whea  Mr.  Pitt>  in  the  year  1740,  to  Mr.  Winning- 
ton, 
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ton,  who  had  called  him  to  order,  but  in  fo  doing  had  himfeif  ufed 
very  illiberal  terms. 

"  If  this  be  to  preferve  order  (faid  Mr.  Pitt)  there  is  no  dangiqr 
of  indecency  from  the  moft  licenticus  tongue;  for  what  calr.mny. 
can  be  mere  atrocious,  or  v\'hat  reproach  oiore/evere,  than  that  ot 
fpeaking  with  regard  to  any  thing  but  truth.  Order  may  lometimes 
be  broke  by  pailion  or  inadvertency,  but  will  hardly  be  re  eftablifii- 
ed  by  a  monitor  like  tJiis,  who  cannot  govern  his  own  paiiion, 
whilft  he  is  reflraining  the  impetuofity  of  others. 

"  Happy  would  it  be  for  mankind  if  every  one  knew  his  own 
province  ;  we  Ihould  not  then  fee  the  fame  man  at  once  a  criminal 
and  a  judge  ;  nor  would  this  gentleman  alfumc  the  right  of  di£fat- 
ing  to  others  what  he  has  not  learned  himfeif." 

'Thefe  are  fpeeches  of  (light  and  difdain.  If  fpoken  with  a  paf- 
fionate  voice,  and  with  an  appearance  of  any  concern  and  indig- 
nation, their  proper  effeft  is  at  once  deftroyed,  tor  the  obje<Ss 
fpoken  of  are  not  thought  worthy  of  anger  or  refentment,  but  merely 
of  contempt,  fcorn,  and  derifion^  You  would  be  laughed  at,  if  you 
anfwered  a  dull  rea.fon  with  heat  and  choler,  or  fpoke  in  a  paffion 
againft  that  which  deferves  only  to  be  trifled  with — It  would  be 
filly  to  exert  the  lall  effort  of  your  voice,  in  reply  to  feme  puny 
infignificant  arguments,  as  if  you  made  ufe  of  Hercules'  club  to 
kill  a  worm,  which  is  eafily  trod  to  pieces,  and  cruflied  under 
foot.'     p.  25. 

The  Dedication  (to  Mr.  Erfkine)  teems  with  the  fulfomenefs 
it  profefles  to  avoid.  It  is  trite  and  common-place  both  in  Ian- 
giiag-e  and  fentiment,  and  by  no  means  an  evidence  of  its  author  s 
talent  for  graceful  literary  compofition. 

A  Ltttermjj  the  Secret  Tribunals  of  IVejlphalia^  addrejjjd  to  Eliza^ 
beth,  %ountefi  of  Pembroke.  %vq.  \s.  Cadell  and  Davies. 
1796. 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  the  readers  of  Herman  of  Unna  * 
*  have  entertained  the  fame  doubts  which  IN'Ir.  Coxe  acknowledges  he 
has  done,  with  regard  to  the  authenticity  of  the  flriking  and  won- 
derful accounts  there  given  of  \\\tfecret  tribunal  of  Weflphalizt.  It 
may  therefore  be  a  fatisfadion  to  them  to  know  that  the  moft  ma- 
terial circumftances  are  amply  conhrmtd  by  the  books  which  Mr, 
Coxe  has  confulted  on  the  occafion :  and  very  aftonifliing  it  is  that 
fuch  inquifitorial  jurifdidion,  contradit^ing  every  principle  of  equi- 
table legiflation,  (hould  have  been  fo  long  permitted  in  any  country. 
The  authors  confulted  are, — Pfeffel's  Hiftory  of  the  German  Em- 
pire— iEneas  Sylvius  de  Statu  Europas — Paulus  Anrelius  de  Geftis 
Francorum — Turkius's  Fafti  Cardini — Letznar's  Hiltory  of  Chaile- 
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magne  —  Schottelius  de  Singiilaribus — and  Aventinus,  authoi' of  the 
Ano^-Is  of  tlic  Boians.  The  origin  of  this  tribunal  is  attribiiteci  to 
Charlemagne;  and  fo  late  as  1640,  the  following  memorial  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  elector  of  Brandenbourg,  againft  the  city  of  Her- 
forden  ;  in  which  it  was  flated,  that — 

*  The  burgomafter,  afleflbrs,  and  counfellors,  continue  to  this 
day,  the  life  of  the  fecret  tribunal.  They  employ  certain  figns 
and  marks,  by  which  they  underftand  each  other;  as  S.  S.  G. 
G,  flock,  ftone,  grafs,  green.  The  accufed  perfons  are  brought 
to  trial,  without  being  permitted  to  have  any  communication  with 
the  witnefTes  againft  them;  and  without  being  allowed  any  counfei 
to'  defend  them,  except  a  fervant  of  the  magiftracy :  oftentimes 
perfons  of  property  are  arrefted,  and  tried  for  a  capital  crime, 
on  the  oath  of  one  of  their  debtors,  or  any  perfon  who  offers. 
Their  information  and  examination  are  made  by  unknown  fions 
and  myfterious  words,  and  the  unfortunate  prifoner  is  fubjefted 
to  ordinary  and  extraordinary  torture,  againfl:  the  nature  of  cri- 
minal iuftice,  and  the  conftitutions  of  Charles  the  Fifth.  What 
alfo  renders  this  mode  of  trial  more  unjuft  and  terrible,  is,  that  the 
afleHbrs  are  for  the  moft  part,  manufafturers  and  apprentices,  who 
are  totally  ignorant  of  the  law,  and  invert  the  legal  mode  of  pro- 
reeding.  For  the  purpofe  of  forcing  confellion,  torture  is  aj^plied, 
atld  without  any  new  witnefies,  repeated,  infomuch  that  feveral 
perfons  found  innocent  of  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  have 
died  from  the  confequences.'     p.  29. 


*  Shocked  at  thefe  enormous  abufes,  the  great  elector,  Frederic 
William,  abohflied,  in  1650,  the  tribunal  at  Herforden  j  yet  ftil! 
this  abominable  jurifpiv.dente  was  continued  in  a  few  places  of  Ger- 
rriany  ;  nor  is  it  pofitively  afcertained,  at  what  period  the^BiSl  fup- 
preffion  took  place  in  every  part- of  the  empire.  No  traces,  how- 
ever, at  prefent  remain  in  Weilphalia  ;  and  its  name  only  exifls  in 
the  hiftory  of  pafl:  ages.'     p.  31. 

The  public  are  certainly  obliged  to  Mr.  Coxe  for  the  informa- 
jtion  here  collefted,  relative  to  fo  curious  a  point  of  hiftory. 

Lodolk  ;  ou,  Lemons  de  Morale  pour  V InJiruRion  et  V Amufement  de 
la  Jeunelfe.  Lodonvick  ;  or  Lejjfons  of  Morality  for  the  Amufe- 
nu'tit  and  Injiru^ion  of  Youth.  French  and  Englifu  6  Kols. 
\l7no.      i^j.     Bell. 

While  fome  writers  treat  the  fubjeft  of  education  upon  princi- 
ples \Q  nearly  allied  to  the  abftrufenefs  of  metaphyfics,  as  to  en- 
grofs  the  whole  intereft  aimofl  exclufively  to  themfelves,  others  are 
■  more  ufefuHy  if  not  \y\oxe  phihfo phi c ally  employed  in  furnifliing  books 
for  general  inftruftion,  which  may  be  ufed  without  doing  violence 
to  the  prejudices  of  any  party,  and  which  have  an  eye  to  future 
generations,  without  dazzling  and  perplexing  the  uriderftandings  of 
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'ttie  prefent.  The  work  before  us  is  of  this  defcription,  and  fonns 
a  -creditable  addition  to  the  very  numerous  lift  of  publications  on 
education,,  which  we  owe  to  the  labours  of  literary  ladies.  It  con- 
tains a  fufficient  portion  of  the  iitile  et  didce  to  render  it  acceptable 
to  young  people,  and  to  form  their  minds  to  juft  methods  of  think- 
ing and  to  virtuous  ai5tions.  Being  likewife  publilhed  both  in  French 
and  Englifli,  it  has  the  advantage  of  accompanying  the  fludy  of 
thefe  languages,  the  former  of  which  is  now  deemed  an  indifpenfa- 
ble  accompli{liment. 

The  authorefs  confiders  education  as  divided  into  three  parts.  The 
fiiTt  takes  man  at  the  moment  he  enters  life,  and  condufts,  or  (to  ufe 
the  words  of  the  authorefs)  '  fimply  bears  him,  as  a  being  pailively 
fenfible,  to  the  period  when  his  fenlibility  becomes  aftive,  and  he 
enters  on  a  new  order  of  things,  and  muft  be  directed  by  a  different 
Courfe.  The  fecond  part  guides  aud  conducts  him  in  the  road  of  ac- 
tive fenfibiiity,  till  the  period  when  man,togeti)er  with  feeling, requires 
alfo  reafon  and  refieftion.  The  third  part  is  applicable  to  that  moft: 
mterefting  epoch,  when  an  upright,  ingenuous  mind,  enlightened 
by  unprejudiced  reafon,  and  direfted  in  its  movements  by  the  fen- 
timents  of  a  pure  heart,  forms  that  happy  accord  which  renders 
man  peculiarly  engaging ;  making  him  at  once  virtuous  without 
ieverity  ;  benevolent  without  weaknefs  ;  rigid  only  to  himfelf,  in- 
dulgent towards  others;  fympathifing  in  misfortune  with  the  mifera- 
ble,  and  mingling  his  tears  with  his  counfcl,  and  his  efforts  of  for- 
titude to  fupport  the  foul  of  the  wretched.'     Vol.  i.   p.  74. 

As  the  vehicle  for  her  fentiments  on  thefe  fubje£ls,  the  authorefs 
has  chofen  the  form  of  a  novel,  which,  although  pofTelling  little 
ingenuity  in  point  of  fable  or  incident,  is  perhaps  fufficiently  cor- 
rect for  her  purpofe,  and  is  occafionally  fimple,  interefting,  and 
pathetic.  ^To  each  volume  (except  the  laft,  where  the  ftory  breaks 
off  rather  a'bruptly,  and  where  the  death  of  Lodowick  is  unneceila- 
ry)  is  prefixed  an  efiay  on  that  branch  of  education  which  is  illuf- 
trated  in  the  fequel.  The  whole  may  be  recommended  with  advan- 
tage, and  will,  we  apprehend,  be  read  with  pleafure  by  the  young. 
The  detail  will  catch  the  attention  ;  and  the  fentiments,  which  are 
every  where  pure  and  excellent,  will  not  fail  to  produce  their  efiied. 
The  introduftion  of  Lavater  was  a  bold  attempt ;  but  his  charader 
is  tolerably  well  preferved.  We  havej  more  ferious  objeftions  to  the 
I'Vench  nobleman,  whofe  ftory  is  a  mifplaced  compliment  to  anli- 
gallican  prejudices. 

The  Life  and  Opinions  of  Sebahlus  Notha7iier.  Tranflated from  the 
German  of  Friedrich  NicoL-ii,  /jy  Tliotnas  Duttoti,  A.  M.  i2mo. 
5/.     feiucd,     Symonds.      1 796. 

Die  Allgemeinu  Deutsche  Bibliothek  {la  Bibliotluque 
Univerfdle  AUemande)  has  fufficiently  eftabliflied  the  fame  of  Ni- 
colai  in  the  literary   world.     Thofe,  who  are  acquainted  with  that 

work. 


4?o  Monthly     Catalosue. 

■work,  ^vill  be  little  fiirprifed  at  the  freedom  with  which  the  author 
of  Sebaldus  Nothanker  delivers  his  feiitiinenrs  upon  the  fubjeds  of 
religion  and  politics.  We  are  told  by  the  tranfiator,  that,  *  fuperior 
to  prejudice,  and  una  wed  by  flavilh  fear,  the  author  nobly  combats 
the  direful  hydra  of  defpotifm  arid  impoftiirc.'  But  why  hypocrify 
fliould  attach  more  to  one  fet  of  fpeculative  opinions  than  another, 
is  a  problem  which  we  confefs  we  are  unable  to  folve.  We  do 
not  know  any  point  of  dodrine  profeflTed  by  any  church,  that 
'  feems  folely  calculated  to  diiTeminate  the  baneful  feeds  of  religious 
pncour,  animofity,  and  perfecution  ;'  and  we  are  inclined  to  think 
that  of  rancour,  animofity,  and  malevolence,  the  Trinitarians,  and 
believers  in  eterlial  punilhment,  have  by  no  means  made  a  mono- 
poly. 

The  Seaman's  Guide  ;  Jiuioing  how  to  live  comfort  ally  at  Sea.  Coii- 
taifftnj^,  among  otlier  Particulars^  complete  Dire^  ions  for  baking 
Bnad^  either  loith  Ytaji  or  Leaven,  in  all  Situations,  Reconi' 
mended  alfo  to  Public  Bakers,  as  ivell  as  to  Private  Houfekeepers, 
By  the  Hon.  John  Cochrane,  'ivo.  \s.  bd.  Murray  «n^Highley, 
1797. 

Bakers,  millers,  houfekeepers,  feamen,  may  read  this  little  worl^ 
with  advantage.  The  author  has  obferved  with  attention  many 
tifeful  procefTes  in  grinding  and  in  cookery,  which  he  explains  in  an 
eafy  manner ;  and  as  the  work  is  dedicated  to  the  firfl  lord  of  the 
iidiniralty,  we  hope  that  it  will  be  the  means  of  procuring  to  our 
^brave  failors  the  comfort  of  frcfii  bread  every  day  while  they  are  at 
fea.  The  following  method  of  trying  the  quality  of  flour  deferves 
attention  — 

*  Take  a  pound  of  flour  properly  ground,  of  a  flandard  quality 
of  wheat,  and  from  which  it  is  certain  nothing  has  been  extra<fled. 
?/Ioiften  it  with  water,  and  make  it  into  pafle  ;  then  knead  it  in 
pure  water ;  which  repeat  in  different  waters  until  ail  the  farinace- 
ous parts  are  wafhed  away,  and  nothing  but  a  fubftance,  like  an 
dalHc  gum,  remains.  Dry  this  and  weigh  it ;  which  weight  efla- 
blifh  as  the  ftandard  finenefs  of  flour,  bolted  through  a  cloth  of  a 
certain  finenefs,  on  a  pound  weight.  When  the  quality  of  any 
flour  is  to  b€  tried,  proceed  in  that  method,  and  fee  whether  the 
proportion  of  gummy  matter  is  more  or  lefs  than  the  f^andard.  If 
kfs,  it  has  been  robbed  of  fo  much  of  the  rotilan  ;  and  the  quanti^ 
ry  can  be  accurately  afcertained  to  the  utmoft  nicety,  by  any  per- 
fon  of  moderate  capacity.  It  will  alfo  difcover,  whether  the  fiour 
has  been  aditlterated  by  other  grains,  as  wheat  is  the  only  grai.a 
'^•bich  contains  tl^at  glutinous  fubftance  to  any  extent.'     F.  icj. 
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Codicis  Adantifcr'tpti  N.  'T.  Grac'i  Ravlaril  hi  B:hUothecd  Re^io: 
Berollnenji  Publ'tca  ajfervat'i  Examen,  quo  ojlenditur^  alter arfl 
ejus  Partem  major  em  ex  Edltlone  Complutenji^  alteram  mino^ 
fern  ex  Editlone  Rob.  Stephani  tert'ia  ejje  dcfcrzptam,  injihuit 
Georgius  Gottlieb  Pappelbaumf  ad  D.  Nicolai  Berol.  Dia- 
conus.  Appendix  exhibet  I .  Addenda  ad  PVetJlen'ii  Collec" 
t'lonem  Letlionum  Varr.  Ed'itionis  Complutenjis.  2.  Ep'ijiolani 
ad  Geo.  Travis  Rev.  Anglum  jam  MDCCLXXXF^  fcrip-^ 
tamy  at  jiondum   editam,     Svo.     Berlin.      1796. 

HIS  work  has  been  for  fome  time  expelled  in  England* 
The  controverfy  on  the  Berlin  manufcript  is  well  known 
to  thofe  of  our  readers  who  have  attended  to  the  difpute  on 
the  celebrated  forgery  in  1  John,  v.  7.  In  this  manufcript  the 
paffage  in  queftion  on  the  three  heavenly  witnelTes  is  found  : 
and  as  in  this  refpecl  it  differs  from  all  the, Greek  manufcripts 
now  extant  of  the  New  Teftament,  except  the  Dublin  ma- 
nufcript, it  was  natural  that  greater  refearches  would  be  mad? 
into  its  value  and  authenticity.  The  late  Mr.  Travis  had 
taken  upon  himfelf  to  defend,  tooth  and  nail,  the  fpurious 
jpaflage  5  and  confequendy  he  could  not  afford  to  lofe  fo  valua- 
ble a  fupport.  Being  very  little  acquainted  with  manufcripts 
himfelf,  lefs  accuftomed  to  that  accuracy  which  is  requifite  in 
a  collator,  and  unable  to  enter  into  the  great  queflion  of  the 
origin  of  a  manufcript,  from  its  agreements  with  or  differences 
from  other  manufcripts,  he  could  do  little  more  than  repeat 
App,  Vol.  XIX.  New  Arr.  L  1  the 
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the  opinions  of  others  upon  thefe  heads :  and  if  he  fpoke  p6- 
fitively,  itisfeldom  from  any  attempt  at  argument.      Ihus, 
n  his  Aird  edition  of  his  letters  to  Gibbon,  p    304,  l^e  fays 
of  this  manufcript-'  But  whatever  its  age  may  be  ^t  c^rt^nly 
is  not  a  tranfcript  from  the  Complutenfon  edition.      Why 
„ot  ?-Becaufe  there  are  fome  dlft'erences  from  that  edition. 
The  flieht  authority  on  which  Mr.  Travis  builds  his  opinion, 
/ca'ce  deferves  a  moment's  notice  :  it  is  fufficient  that  we  have 
now  before  us  an  accurate  collation  of  the  manufcrij^t  with 
he  Complutenfian  edition;  and  as  the  qudlion  is  01  conh- 
derable  importance,  we  ft^aU  extrad   the   P"nc|pa    featui. 
of  this  collation,  by  which  our  readers  may  judge  of   the 
credit  due  to  Mr.  Travis's  criticifms.  .     ,  r    -k  ^  .  oc 

Inthefirft  feftion  the  Berlin  manufcnpt  is  defcnbed :  a^ 
this  has  been  done  before,  we  (hall  nothcre  repeat  the  de- 
ffr  ptk,n.     In  the  fecond  feftion,  an  inquiry  is  made  after  the 
w   S  °  of  whom  our  author  afltrts  that  he  -^^^^ ^"^^^^1^^^ 
mnfc  ibcr,  and  very  little  acquainted  with  the  Greek  Ian- 
Juaie      To  prove  thefe  pofitions,   i.  a  catalogue  is  given  of 
?he  er rovs  of  the  pen,  and  other  marks  of  negligence  and  ig- 
.or.n  runcorreaed.     2.  A  catalogue  is  given  of  tae  erro  s 
of  the  pen  that  are  correaed.     3-  ^'^^^  -'"^^'^  ^^P'^^'^  ^° 
have  copied  one  hundred  and  twenty^two  typograpluca   errors 
if  the  Complutenfian  edition.     From  examining  this  fedion, 
we  cannot  but  be  of  our  author's  opinion,  that  the  copyift 
-u--^q  a  verv  flovenly  and  ignorant  fellow. 

In  the  thi  d  feaion  we  have  an  accurate  examination  of  the 
text  and  we  ftall  here  follow  our  author  in  placing  before 
cur 'readers  the  remarkable  paiTagc  in  Heb.  vn  1--3.  as  K 
ftands  in  the  Complutenfian  ediiion  and  rhe  manufcnpt- 

COMPLUTENSIAN   EDITION. 

rn^ag  a0^ciaixM7ro(rT§s(povTt  aTro  T)i?xo7r>if 
ruv  j??ac7-iXE«v,  ««»  Ev>.07;]<xa<;  aurov,  a 
iiai  0  «aTnv  avo  Travruv  i^J-^i^iv  a&^aa/A. 

Ti  gao-iXEyj  £»fnv«;,  aTraxap,  awTiTwf,  aye- 
■.■ta>.oyy\Tog,  (xnrB  af%w  vh-Hcov  (Ann  ^u).- 
r.i  rt7:Ci  tx^vj  a(pcc^OiKiAim  oh 'fa  i^'W 
rra   &E«  fxini   it^iVi   £1?   TO   oir;vE>r£$,    IV   w 

Bkkljn  ^Manuscript. 
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Toy  ^£0V  v^^tcrrou  a  <ruvav  rav  ^a 
<n^Ewv  Kai  tv'Koyn'Tai;  aurov  a  jctxt 
^iKarnv  avro    TravTccv   £,u,Bpi7£v   a 

^pCCafA,     TTpUTOV     f/.£V     €pfir]VBUOfjl,£V0i 

^aaiT^Evg  d'lKccioa-uvvg  ivrtira  ^z  km  ■   ^ 

^aatXEu;  uolMih.  o  tan  ^airiXeu;  £i 
pjjvn;  aTTUTup  afJ-nTOip  ayiV£a>.o 
ynToj  jMUTE  apx^v  vuspav  iJ,y\T£ 
^<a>ij     teaoj     exuv     a(pojfx,oiufiEVOg 

d'£  rco    VlOi  TQU   BbOV  (/,£V£l  i£p£vg  £ig 

TO  3i»jV£«£j  ev  CO  oTi  Kui  TOW  a^pa 

a/j.  TTpoBrifxn^  OsupBirz  ^e   ^>:m'     P.   27, 

Is  it,  probable  that  the  two  pafTages  fliould  agree  the  one 
'yi'ith  "the  other,  except  the  ominiori  of  the  third  Hne  in  the 
Complutenfian,  unlefs  the  tranfcriber  had  had  that  edition  at 
the  time  before  his  eyes  ? 

There  are  three  other  fimilar  inflahces  which  put  the  quef- 
tlon  entirely  out  of  dOubt, 

I.  A€ls,  XXV.  3. 

COMPLUTENSI  AN   EDITION. 

*  70V  irau'Kcv^  Kai  icaptKaXovv  avTov  atrob 
/icEvOi  xaciv  x«T  avroo,  oTrojj  /j,£ra7r£iji.^Yi- 
Tai  aurov  ilg  itpcu&aMiJ.,  t\i^pav  i:o\ouv' 

Berlin  Manuscript. 

To'V  "TTavy^OU  KCXl  '7tap£Ka'K0VV  Ctt)TOV 

an-arai  avrov  £i;  i£pcu<TaXrjtA,  sv£ 
2pav  TTOlOUVfii  K.  T.  A.' 

t,I.  A6ls,  X.  II,  12. 

CoMPLUTENSIAN  EPITIONi 

*  apXOCli   S'tS^E/XEVOV,    KM  Ha^lEfABVOV  £7ri  TYit 

yng,  £v  u  uTrnpx^  Tvavra  xa  TsrpwTro^a  r-^i 
yrj^nat  ra  ^-npia  km  Tai  epTTBra  km  t«  tte' 

Berlin  Manuscript. 

*  ;^a(j  ^B^£fX£vov  Kdii  Ka^itfiivov  £7r< 
Trji  yni  KM  ra  Snpift  km  toc  z^TttTa* 

III.   I  John,  V.  4. 

COMPLUTENSIAN   F.DITION. 

*  7EVV71//lfV01/  £K  TOV  ^iOU  ViKOi  TOV  HO(T/MVf 
XM  aUTM  ECTTJV  «  VlKYt  Y)  ViKV(Ta<7a  TOV  K0(7lJl.0V 
rt  Ttl&Tii  t/jttWV,   TJ,   KJTiV  0  VIXUV  T5V  KO^fXOV' 
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BhRLIN  IMaNUSCRIPT, 

*  vy\(ji.aov  m  tou  ^iov  vina  tov  ko<t 

HCiiV  rOV  KOai^OV  £i[XYI  K.  T,  >.,' 

Having  given  fucli  fpeclmens,  we  cannot  doubt  that  many 
cf  our  readers  will  fay,  What  need  of  farther  inquiry  ?  the 
queilion  Is  fettled.  Our  author  was  not  of  that  opinion:  he 
was  refolved  to  put  the  queflion  out  of  all  difpute  ;  and  after 
pointing  out  the  great  variety  of  coincidences  in  the  two  books, 
he  fums  up  the  v.'hole  in  the  following  table. 

Of  the  errors  and  readings  in  the  Complutenfian  edition, 
the  Berlin  manufcript  has — ■ 


menda 

typo- 

leftiones  fingu- 

leftiones  rari- 

in 

graphica 

la 

res 

ores 

funt 

minu'5 

funt 

minus 

funt 

minus 

Ma:th. 

11- 

I 

25 

7 

ad  Cor.  I. 

16 

5 

^9 

I 

8 

ad  Cor.  II. 

5 

1 

13 

. — 

6 

— 

ad  Galat. 

10 

34 

I 

7 

— « 

ad  Ephef. 

6 

r- 

3 

ad  Phil. 

I 

5 

a 

— — 

ad  Col. 

— 

6 

4 

— , 

ad  ThefP.  I.  ' 

2 

I 

3 

2 

__ 

ad  Thefl'.  II. 

Vs. 

_ 

1 

0 

I 

_. 

ad  Tim.  I. 

.  4    • 

I- 

6 

5 

— . 

ad  Tim.  II. 

_ 

. 

6 

— 

ad  Tit. 

n 



n 

ad  Philem.     ' 

_— 

I 



. 

ad  Hebr. 

6 

~^ 

S 

6 

« 

Ad.  aooft. 

1. 

:        32 

n 

4^ 

—^ 

46 

Jacobi 

* : 

6 

2 

Petri  I. 

4 

2 

_— 

Petri  IL 

3 

8 

I 

4 

r 

Joann.  I. 

4 



II 



4 

Joaiin.  H. 





I 

— 

Joann.  III. 

I 

— 

I 

jfudK 

2 

I 

3 

Apocal. 

22 

2 

31 

2 

31 

2 

Summa 


126 


232     I 


^55 


3     ''•  79- 


Any  pcrfon  who  has  read  and  duly  confidered  Mr.  Marfli's 
invaluable  letters  to  Travis,  may  now  calculate  the  probability 
there  is,  that  fuch  a  coincidence  fhould  take  place  between 
two  books,  unlefs  one  had  been  tranfcribed  from  the  others 
and- it  is  now  only  neceflary  to  confider  the  nature  of  the  dlf- 

ferencs 
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ference  between  the  copies.  Thefe  are  placed  before  our  eyes, 
and  compared  with  the  margin  and  text  of  Stephens's  third 
edition  of  the  New  Teftament ;  and  the  following  fynopfis  is 


the  refult  of  the  invefligation— 

- 

Liber.         >    Steph. 

Steph. 

null. 

alic. 

Summa. 

1     mar^. 

text. 

mom. 

mom. 

jMatth. 

3« 

6 

19 

63 

ad  Cor.  I. 

6 

7 

1 



14 

ad  Cor.  II. 

5 

4 

^™^ 

9 

ad  Galat. 

I 

2 

I 

— 

4 

iid  Ephef. 

ri 

I 

— 

y 

ad  Col. 

n 

— 

_ 

z 

ad  ThefF.  I. 

s 

2 

4 

ad  ThefT.  II. 

I 

— — 

I 

ad  Tim.  I. 

I 

1 

— 

2 

ad  Tim.  II. 

s 

— 

a 

ad  Hebr. 

4 

3 

7 

A£t.  apoft. 

n 

3 

5 

-5 

Jacobi 

4 

— 

4 

Petri  I, 

0 

I 

I 

— 

4 

Petri  IL 

3 

I 

4- 

Joann.  I. 

I 

— 

I 

— 

r^ 

Joann.  III. 

I 

. — 

— 



I 

Judae 

} 

— 

I 

— 

3 

Apocal. 

4 

S 

3 

^5 

Summa 

1     96 

1       35 

37 

— 

168 

p  96. 

From  this  view  of  the  fubjc£l,  our  author  is  of  opinion 
that  feveral  corrections  were  made  in  the  Berlin  MS.  from 
Stephens's  third  edition  ;  and  this  opinion  feems  to  us  to  carry 
xvith  it  the  higheft  degree  of  probability  :  but  whether  this  be 
fo  or  not,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  thtle  differences  from 
the  Complutenfian  are  too  few,  and  of  too  littie  importance,  to 
affeil  the  mahi  queftion. 

But  there  are  fome  parts  of" the  MS.  evidently  not  copied 
from  the  Complutenfian  ;  and,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before, 
paffages  are  brought  together,  and  the  author  fums  up  the 
whole  with  the  following  conclufion — 

'  The  greater  pavt  x>f  the  Berlin  manufcrlpt  was  copied 
very  negligently  and  bndly  by  an  inexpert  man  from  the  O^m- 
plutenfian  edition,  with  fome,  but  not  many,  alterations.  The 
greater  part  of  thefe  alterations  was  made  by  defign,  and 
taken  from  the  margin  or  text  of  Stephens's  third  edition. 
The  reft  are  of  no  moment- 

'  The  fmaller  part  of  the  Berlin  manufcrlpt  was  taken 
from  ^he  text  of  Stephens's  third  edition,  with  a  few  altera- 
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tions.  Mofl:  of  thefe  alterations  were  made  by  defign,  and 
taken  from  the  margin  of  that  edition,  or  from  the  Complu- 
tenfian  edition.     The  reft,  one  excepted,  are  of  no  moment. 

*  In  the  firft  volume  the  writer  changed  his  original  arbi- 
trarily.  In  the  gofpel  of  Matthew,  and  the  firll  four  and  al- 
moft  half  the  fifth  chapters  of  Mark,  he  followed  the  Coni- 
plutenfian  edition  ;  in  the  remaining  part  of  Mark,  and  in  the 
gofoels  of  Luke  and  John,  and  in  the  firft  five,  and  half  the 
jlxthj  of  the  epiRle  to  the  Romans,  he  followed  Stephens's 
edition  ;  thence  to  the  end  of  the  twelfth  chapter  he  followed 
the  Complutenfian  edition;  thence  to  the  end  of  the  epiftle, 
Stephens  ;  and  he  iuferted  befides  more  variations  in  thefe 
than  in  the  remaining  parts  of  the  manufcript. 

*  This  unfkilful  copyifl:  conceived  that  by  thefe  arts  he  had 
fufEcicntly  covered  his  fraud  ;  and  being  tired  of  his  labour 
and  trouble,  he  not  only  derived  all  the  books  of  the  fecond 
volume  from  one  and  the  fame  fource, — the  Complutenfian 
edition, — but  in  thefe  he  inferted  much  fewer  varieties  than  m 
the  former  volume. 

'  Hence  //  is  as  clear  as  day  that  this  manufcript  is  of  no 
fort  of  authority  in  the  critique  of  the  New  Teftament. 

'  Of  the  year  in  which  it  was  written,  we  know  nothing. 
It  is  very  certain  that  it  was  not  in  being  before  the  year  1550, 
when  Stephens's  third  edition  came  out ;  and  it  is  equally 
certain  that  it  exifted  before  the  year  1672,  in  which  Sauber- 
f  us  publifhed  fome  of  its  various  readings.  As  the  mean  num- 
ber of  years  between  thefe  two  periods  gives  the  year  1611, 
it  is  of  little  confequence  whether  we  place  the  writing  of  it 
in  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  or  the  end  of  tlie  fixteenth 
century. 

*  No  one  can  give  any  credit  to  the  tale  of  Saubertus,  that 
John  Ravius  brought  out  of  the  eaft  this  manufcript,  fuch  as 
we  now  know  it  to  be  made  up  from  Spanifh  and  French  edi- 
tions, fince  Ravius  never  wasin  the  eaft.  No  one  can  prove 
that  the  copy  was  made'  with  a  good  intention.  But  whether 
it  was  a  mere  trick  of  a  knavifli  mind,  of  pious  fraud,  or  for 
the  fake  of  gain,  I  cannot  by  any  means  determine.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  man's  ilarrie  nor  his  charadler.'      P.  170. 

7^0  the  greater  part  of  this  opinion  we  have  not  the  leaft 
fcruple  to  fubfcribe  ;  and  particularly  we  can  have  no  doubt 
m  joining  with  our  autiior  in  his  aflertion,  that  the  manufcript 
is  cf  no  ufe  whatever  in  any  queftion  of  biblical  criticifm  ; 
and  that  after  this  examination  it  cannot  be  appealed  to  but  by 
rnpn  of  extreme  ignorance,  or  with  bad  intentions.  It  has, 
perhaps,  exercifed  the  talents  of  men  of  genius  more  than  it 
'  ought :  but  we  hope  that  the  pains  which  have  been  taken 
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upon  fo  contemptible  a  forgery,  will  not  be  denied  to  many 
valuable  manufcripts  of  the  Teftament  in  difFerent  parts  of 
Europe,  which  are  worthy  of  complete  inveftigation,  and 
which  may  lead  to  many  uleful  difcoveries,  both  as  to  the  text 
of  the  New  Teftament,  and  to  the  age  and  charader  of  ma- 
Jiiifcripts  in  general. 

Griefbach  is  entirely  of  the  fame  opinion  with  our  author. 
Defcribing  the  manufcript,  he  fays,  page  cxii.  of  his  Prolego- 
mena to  the  new  edition  of  his  teftament,  '  Ravianus,  Bero- 
lini,  apographum  partim  Complutenfis,  partim  Stephanies^ 
teniae  editionis,  hie  ibi  confulto  interpolatum  e  margine  Ste- 
phani.' 

There  are  two  Appendixes  to  this  work.  The  Erft  con- 
tains a  collection  of  readings,  in  which  the  Complutenfian 
differs  from  the  common  edition,  and  which  are  not  noticed 
by  Wetftcin.  At  the  end  of  this  Appendix,  for  the  fake  of 
the  admirers  of  the  Berlin  manufcript,  our  author  fums  up  all 
the  faults  and  inaccuracies  of  the  writer,  and  his  various  read- 
ings, which  amount  to  upwards  of  two  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred. 

In  the  fecond  Appendix,  we  have  the  author's  lefter  to 
Mr.  Travis,  written  en  the  firft  of  December,  1785,  and 
xvhich  had  not  before  been  publiflied.  We  need  not  be 
furprifed  at  the  indignation  the  author  expreires,  in  a  note  to 
this  letter,  at  Mr.  Travis's  conduft.  This  letter  was  of  great 
importance  in  the  controverfy.  Mr.  Travis  muft  have  been 
fenfible  of  this  importance,  and  of  his  duty,  if  an  impartial 
lover  of  truth,  to  have  communicated  an  abftra£l  of  the  con- 
tents to  the  public.  The  curious  reader  will  be  gratified  with 
a  perufal  of  the  letter,  and  will  pardon  afterwards  all  the 
afperlty  lie  has  found  in  this  v;ork  againft  Mr.  Travis.  Such 
violationii  of  goo<l  faith  and  honour,  as  are  alleged  againft: 
the  defender  of  the  fpurious  pafiage,  i  John,  v.  7,  defervc  the 
ievereit  chaftifement. 

The  author  muft  regret,  that,  before  his  work  appeared 
in  England,  Mr.  Travis  became  infenfible  to  the  voice  of 
friend  or  foe,  and  incapable  of  retracting  his  errors.  We 
will  charitably  hope  that  the  difciplinehe  had  received  from  a 
Marlli,  a  Porfon,'a  Michaelis,  a  Griefuach,  bad  prepared  him 
to  make  fuitable  atonement  to  Mr.  Pappclbaum  for  the  ufe 
made  of  his  name.  It  is  not  probable  that  he  would  have  re- 
iifted  the  weight  of  evidence  brought  againft  him;  and  by 
contefting  his  conviClion  that  his  own  labours  on  rhe  fpurious 
paiTage  had  been  ufeful  to  the  world  in  bringing  forward  io 
complete  a  proof  of  its  forgery,  he  would  have  removed  the 
prejudices  of  weaker  minds.  Wc  have  rather  trefpailed  oa 
our  piauj  by  giving  fo  Jong   a  detail  of  i"o  ftiort  a  work  :  but 
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a.S  it  probably  will  not  come  into  the  hands  of  many  of  our 
readers,  and  the  cohtroverfy  is  of  fo  great  importance,  we 
truft,  not  only  that  we  fliallmeet  with  their  indulgence,  but 
that  they  will  receive  with  pleafure  the  proofs  which  we 
have  given  that  the  author's  opinion  is  well  founded",  and  that 
the  Berlin  or  R  avian  nianufcript  of  the  New  Teftament  is  a 
contemptible  forgery. 


2^ovum  Teji amentum  Grace.      Textum  ad  Fldem  Codicum  Ver" 
Jionum  el  Patrum  rcccnfuit  et  hetlionn  Varietatem  adjeclt  D, 
Jo,  Jac.  Griejhach.  Vol.  I.  '6vo,.     Elmfly.      1796' 

TpROM  the  favourable  reception  which  the  former  edition 
•*■  of  this  work  met  with,  we  cannot  doubt  that  everv  lover 
of  facred  critrcifm  will  rejoice  at  the  opportunity  of  feeing  it 
improved  by  the  ftvenuous  labours  of  its  author  for  above 
twenty  years.  For  its  appearance  in  its  prefent  fhape,  we 
are  indebted  to  the  munluccJice  of  the  duke  of  Grafton,  who 
fent  the  paper  from  England  to  Germany,  and  at  whofe  fole 
expenfe  a  -confiderable  number  of  copies  was  printed.  Such 
an  inftance  of  patronage  is  highly  honourable  to  the  noble 
duke  ;  and,  degenerate  as  the  'times  are,  we  obferve  with  plea-» 
fure  that  there  are  ftill  left  among  us  men  of  the  higheft  rank, 
who  preferve  a  due  refpedl  for  the  facred  volumes,  and  are 
anxious  that  that  work,  in  which  the  public  is  raofl  interefled, 
ilrould  be  prefented  to  the  public  as  free  as  potTible  from  er- 
ror. We  recolle£t  the  zeal  which  once  animated  the  richefl 
merchants  of  London  in  favour  of  this  volume ;  we  recolle£l 
the  pains  which  they  took,  and  the  expenfe  they  incurred,  at 
the  reformation,  to  give  to  the  public  a  tranilation  of  the  Bi- 
ble. Strange  I  that,  as  the  opportunities  of  improving  it  have 
increafed,  their  zeal  fhould  have  declined  ;  and  that  a  faulty 
tranflation,  made  from^  a  faulty  original,  (hould  have  fo  many 
fupporters  among  the  rich,  the  learned,  and  the  independent. 
That  the  original  was  faulty,  from  which  moft  of  the  tranfla- 
tions  into  the  modern  tongues  of  Europe  were  taken,  cannot 
be  dbubted.by  any  one  who  examines  the  Prolegomena  to  this 
is'ork  •,  and  we  are  indebted  to  the  late  controverfy  on  the 
fpurious  paffage  in  I  John,  v.  7,  for  a  great  number  of  proofs 
■which  put  the  queftion  out  of  all  difpute.  It  remains,  there-- 
fore,  only  to  make  the  belt  ufe  of  this  difcovery,  to  perfect 
the  tezt  by  means  of  an  accurate  collation  of  all  the  beft  ma- 
nufcrjpt?  in  exiflence  ;  and  the  labours  of  the  ledrned  editor 
of  the  work  before  us  have  prefented  us  with  a  text  which 
feems  to  be  fufceptible  of  only  very  flight  improvements. 
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Indeed  we  were  of  opinion,  from  the  pains  taken  with  the 
former  edition,  that  farther  refearches  would  only  tend  to 
confirm  the  many  alterations  made  in  the  vulgarly  received 
text  ;  and  inftead  of  being  difappointed  that  the  number  of 
various  readings  is  not  very  confiderably  increafed,  we  reflett 
with  pleafure  that  moft  of  the  bed  manufcripts  had  been  col- 
lated for  the  former  edition.  On  this  head  our  author  thus 
pxprefles  himfelf — 

'  Fateor  vero,  examine  iterato  pauciora,  qufe  in  textu  cor^ 
rigenda  reftarent,  m.e  reperiffe,  quam  ipfe,  cum  ad  parandam. 
novam  editionem  me  accingerem,    exiftimaflem  ;    cujus   rei, 
(Caufa  pofita  profefto  non  fuit  in  eo,  quod  afpernarer  meliora, 
quje  offerrentur,  fed  in  hoc  potius,  quod  jam  olim  in  confli- 
tuendo  textu  ceftimandisque  letlionibus  omnia,  quse  in  ulram- 
que  partem  dici  poflent,  fedulo  expendifiem,  meumque  judi- 
cium iifdem  attemperaffem  regulls  criticis,  quas  veras  elTe  ho- 
dienum  perfuafus  fum.     Nee  teftes,  nuper  demum  e  bibllo- 
thecarum  latebris  protraGi,  multa  innovandi  necellitatem  mi- 
hi   impofuerunt.      Qui  enim  inter  ipfos  prpeftantiores  funt, 
V.  c.  BT.  124.  131.  157.  208.  229.  235.  et  verfiones  fahidica 
ac  fyriaca  hierofolym.icana,  concinunt  fere  cum  ACDL  coete- 
Tisque,  quos  pr^ecipue  fecutus  eram  ;  numerofa  autem  grega- 
riorum  librorum  turba,  quamvis  permultis  novis  advenis,  e 
RufTia,  Hifpania,  Italia  et  Auftria  catervatim  addu61is,  nuper 
adaufia  fit,  permovere  me  non  debuit,  ut  aliquid  retraclarem. 
Supra  enim   profeffus  j.^m  fum,  perinde  mihi  videri,  utrunv 
hujus  furfuris  codices  fexaginta  an  fexcenti  laudentur  prolec- 
tione,  deftituta  et  meliorum  vetuiliorumque  tedium  iuffragiis, 
et  internis  veri  criteriis-'     P.  Ixxxvii. 

The  prefent  volume  contains  only  the  four  gofpels  ;  and 
from  its  fize  a  perfon  miglit  fuppofc  that  the  number  of  vari- 
ous readings  muft  be  doubled.     But  the  nature  of  the  paper 
in  part  gives  it  this  appearance,  and  the-  letter-prefs  is  not  fa 
clofe  as  in  the  former  edition  :  befides  there  are  a  hundred  and 
thirty-two  pagss  of  Prolegomena,  which  contain  a  vaft  fund 
of  critical  knowledge,  well  digeftcd,  and  defcrving  the  atten- 
tion of  every  perfon  employed  in  interpreting  the  fcriptures." 
T-he  Prolegomena  are  divided  into  fevcn  feftions.    In  the  firft 
is  difcillTed  the  very  important   queftion,  of  the  origin  and 
authority  of  the  text  in  common  ufe.     The  liiilory  of  this 
origin  is  well  deduced  from  the  firft  edition  of  Erafmus  to  the 
prefent  times.     The  paucity  of  the  fources  of  knowledge  iii 
ihe  firft  editors,  and  the  difficulties  in  the  ufe  of  the  materials 
before  them,  are  well  explained.     The  negligence  and  indo- 
lence of  Stephens,  which  our  own  countryman  Marih  has  in. 
fq  many  inftances  detedled,  are  here  alfo  fo  well  noted,  that 
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ro  one  will  hereafter  place  much  dependence  upon  his  very 
inaccurate  editions.  The  little  inquiry  he  made  into  the  va- 
lue of  his  manufcripts,  and  his  vain  boafling  on  the  pains 
taken  upon  every  word,  are  properly  expofed — 

*  Nam'  (fays  our  author)  *  etfi  fuam  in  conflituendo  textti 
ficlem  fummis  laudibus  ipfe  prssdicat,  eumque  "  e  codicibuSj 
quorum  copiam  bibliotheca  regia  fuppeditaverit,  ita  recenfuifTe 
fe  profitetur,  ut  nuilam  omnino  literafti  fecus  efie  pafius  fit, 
quam  plurss  iique  meliores  libri  tanquam  teftes  comproba- 
rent  :"  vaniflima  tamen  h?ec  Omnia  funt  atque  falfifllma.    Suis 
quifque  oculis  cernere  poted,  Stephanum   codicum   fuorum 
rationem  habuiffe  psene  nullam,  nee  teflium  ffitatem,  gravi- 
tatem,  coiifenfum,  immo  ne  numerum  quidem,  curate  expen-r 
dilTe,  fed  velut  cceco  impetu  tantum  non  femper,  prrefertim 
in  tertia  fua  editione,  araplexum   efle,  quascunque  Erafmus 
porrigeret.    Hujus  vefligiis  fjepiOime  contra  omnium  codicum 
fuorum  lidem  et  au£loritatem  inhrelit ;  quod  qui  negarevellet, 
nihil  aliud  efficeret  rei  notiflimae  ignorantia,  quam  ut  rifum 
commoveret  dottorum  et  prudentium.     Stcphanus  ipfe  tex- 
tum,  quem  edidit,  a  codicibus  fuis  omnibus  plus  centies  diflb- 
nare,  ingenue  in  margine  fuo  profeflus  eit,  nee  quidquam  five 
ab  ipfo  five  ab  admiratoribus  ipfius  prolatum  legimus,  quo 
fervile  excufari  polTet  obfequium,  quod,  pofthabita  codicum 
fuorum  auctoritate,  inter  quos  aliquot  ipfa  vetuftatis  fpecie 
p^ene  adorandos  fuifl'e  nan-^t,  Erafmo  aliisve  editoiibus  pr?c- 
iiitit.'     P.  xviii. 

The  text  of  Stephens's  edition  has  been  cried  up  from  an 
idle  perfuafion  that  the  fpuricus  paflage  in  I  John,  v.  7,  is  vin- 
^iicated  by  its  authority;  though  it  is  evident  that  feveral  of 
Kis  manufcripts  are  now  extant,  and  in  thefe  manufcripts  the 
verfe  is  not  to  be  feen.     But  let  us  hear  our  author — 

*  Ha>9:cnus  de  editione  ac  codicibus  Stephani.  Plenius 
€?iim  hsec  pertraciare  nos  oportuit,  quia  funt,  qui  pfeudoio- 
annei  de  tribus  in  coelo  teftibuscarminis  amore  eoufque  abripi 
fe  patiantur,  ut  omnes  Stephanicos  codices  dudum  interiilVe 
auda6te^  pronuntient.  Cum  enim  codices  grjecos  hodie  fu- 
perflites  caufae  fuse  adverfari  cernant,  deperdltos  libros  com- 
jminifcuntur,  et  hoc  quafi  fpeclro  criticis,  qui  ab  omnibus  Ste- 
phani grjecis  codicibus  xque  ac  a  noftris  carmen  iilud  ab- 
fulfTe  contendunt,  terrorem  incutere  vaniilimo  conatu  fat- 
•agunt.  Proeterea  Stephani,  quem  falli  nefcium  nee  in  adpo- 
nendis  figlis  fuis  criticis  ulli  errori  obnoxium  fuifTe  fingunt, 
dcfenfionem  in  fe  fufcipiunt,  ipfiusque  editionem  fummis  laur 
dibus  extollun't,  viros  autem  doctos,,  qui  Robertum  negotio, 
quod  fibi  impofuerat,  negligenter  perfun6tum  efle  common- 
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ftrarunt  et  ad  codices  ab'illo  adhibitos  provocarunt,  candorc 
ch.riilianaque  caritate  deftltutos  efle,  ac  talia,  quse  pudendam 
debllitatem  {a  Jhamrful  dcb'illty)  prodant,  adverfus  Stephanum 
effutivllTe  caufantur  Opera;  igitur  pretlum  erat  curare,  ut 
eciamfi  imprudentibus  illis  Stephani  admiratonbus  errorem  al- 
tiffime  mentibus  inhjerentem  evellere  non  polTimus,  (neque 
enim  hoc,  in  quo  poll:  Wetftenium  Porfonus  frullra  jam  labo- 
ravit,  effccturos  nos  elle  Tperamus,)  alios  tamen  a  prxconcepta 
opinione,  ne   fe   coecis    ducibus   committant,    prohibeamus,* 

p.    XXX. 

On  the  origin  of  the  text  in  prefcnt  ufe,  our  author,  after  an 
smple  inveftigation  of  the  merits  of  different  editors,  funis  up 
his  opinion  (an  opinion  confirmed  by  every  day's  inquiry  on 
our  part)  in  the  following  words — 

*  Liceat  jam  tribus  verbis  recepti  textus  genealogiam  repe- 
tere.  Editiones  recentiores  fequuntur  Elfevirianam. ;  hxc 
compilata  ell  ex  editionibus  Bezas  et  Stephani  tertia  i  Beza 
itidem  exprefht  Stephanicam  tertiani,  nonnullis  tamen,  pro 
lubitu  fere  ac  abfque  idonea  au£lorirate,  mutatis;  Stephani 
tertia  preffe  fequitiir  Erafmicam  quintain,  pauciffimis  tantum 
locis  et  Apocalypfi  exceptis,  ubi  complutenfem  Erafmicss 
prxtulit;  Erafmus  vero  textum,  ut  poruii,  confliruit  e  codi- 
cibus  pauciflimis  et  fatis  recentibus,  omnibus  fubfidiis  tlelli- 
tutus,  pra^ter  verfionem  vulgatam  interpolatajn,  et  fcripta 
nonnullorum,  i<t(S.  paucorum  nee  accurate  editorum,  patruni/ 
y.  xxxiii. 

The  author's  rcafoning  in  the  following  part  of  the  feilion 
is  Intended,  we  hope,  far  the  meridian  of  (jermany,  not  of 
England  ;  for  there  cannot  be  an  Englifhman,  who,  being 
convinced  of  tlie  faultinefs  of  the  prefent  text,  does  not  think 
that  the  exertions  of  every  pcrfon  to  remedy  fuch  a  griev- 
ance are  objects  of  the  highcll  praife,  not  of  cenfnre. 

in  the  fecond  feflion  is  defcribed  the  plan  purfucd  in  pre- 
paring this  edition.  Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  dilate  on 
This  fubje(fl  to  the  full  extent  of  our  wilhes;  but  from  a  part, 
a  tolerable  eilimate  of  the  whole  may  be  formed — 

*  Equidem  prrcRltl,  quod  potui.  Ut  vero  le£liones  nota- 
bilcs  omnes  exhiberet  fylloge  mea,  fed  ardillimo  quo  fieri 
poffet  coagmentatas  fpatio,  ratione  jam  ubeiius  defcribenda 
clHcere  ftudul :  nullam  neglexl  variarum  leclionum  colicftio- 
nem,  fed  ex  omnibus  decerpfi,  qucc  notatu  baud  iiidigna  exifli- 
marcm.  Diiigenter  cxcudi  editionem  Novi  Tellamenti  Mil- 
lian.un,  Bengelianam,  Wetftenianam,  Matthxianam,  Alte- 
rianajn,  Birchianam.  Prreterea  lis  etlam  ufns  fum,  qure  ad 
riugendum  apparatum  criticum  contukrunt  KnittcHus,  Trcf- 
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chovius,  Doederleinius,  Michaelis,  Eichhornius,  Matthsei* 
Geoigius,  aliique.  Povro  codicum  alexandrini  et  cantabrigi- 
enfis  apographa,  typis  jam  exferipta,  denuo  examinavi,  per- 
peram  a  Wetltenio  prolata  correxi,  omiflaque  fupplevi.  Hifce 
omnibus  addidi  denique,  quse  ipfe  olim,  cum  anglicanas  gal- 
iicanasquc  bibiiothecas  adrre  mihi  liceret,  collegeram.  Ver* 
Conum  vetuftarum  Ie<Siiones  excitavi  e  Millio,  Bengelio  atque 
Wetftenlo,  collatis  tamen  iis,  quce  Ebdius,  Storrius,  Whitiusj 
Adlerus,  Woidius,  Miintevus,  Georgius  et  alii  fuppeditarunt, 
haud  paucis  etiam  e  propria  obfervatione  five  additis  five  cor- 
rects. Verfionum  armehicre  et  flavonicse  novis  coUationlbus 
Titi  mihi  licuit,  quas  humaniflime  mecum  commu'nicarunt 
Bredenkampius  et  Dobrowikius,  quibus  viris  permultum  fe 
debere  letlores  fciant.  Lectiones  julgatse  atque  codicum  qui 
antiquifTimam  tranflationem  latinam,  qualis  ante  Hieronymi 
emendationem  luerat,  fi!lunt,  curate  excerpfi  e  Sabatierio  et 
Blanchinio,  nee  neglexi  fupplemeuta  a  Dobrowfkio,  Ajtero, 
SanftliOj  aliisve  prolata.  Tandem  patrum  allegationes  defumft 
quidem  e  Miliii,  Bengelii,  Wetflenii  itemque  Matthsei  edir- 
tionibus,  et  quod  ad  latinos  attinet  e  Sabatierio  ;  verum  haud 
pauca  ab  his  prxtermifia  ipfe  addidi.  In  primis  vero  le£liones 
in  grjecis  Origenis  operibus  occurrentes,  diligenter  a  me  col- 
leclas,  fedulo  notavi,  Complecflitur  ergo  mea  edicio  fummam  i 
eorum  omnium,  qure  a  tot  viris  doclis  ad  eruendum  textum  i 
Novi  Ted.  gcnuinum  incredibili  labore  collegia  funt,  et  per 
jot  volumina  adhuc  fuerunt  difperfa.'     P.  li. 

In  the  third  fection  is  given  a  confpe£lus  of  the  principal 
rules  of  critlcifm  obferved  in  this  edition.  Our  readers,  doubt-  i 
]efs,  remember  the  rules  given  in  the  former  edition  ;  fonieof  ' 
which,  from  their  brevity,  gave  offence  to  little  minds,  trem- 
bling at  a  wordr  and  incapable  of  forming  an  enlarged  opinion 
upon  fuch  a  fubjeil.  Thefe  rules  are  here  explained  at  full 
length  \  and  fuch  reafons  are  given  for  each,  as  will  fatisfy 
every  critic  of  the  ncceliity  of  obeying  theie  or  fimilar  ones, 
;iot  only  in  a  work  like  the  prefent,  but  in  every  edition  of  an 
ancient  author.  Criticifm  is  common  fenfe  applied  to  a  par- 
ticular fubjecTl: ;  but  men  mufl  pay  fome  attention  to  the  fub- 
jc£lv  or  their  common  fenfe  will  be  mifapplied.  Unfortu- 
nately, numberlefs  weak  men  think  themfelves  competent  to 
judge  of  the  New  Teflament,  without  confidering,  that,  before 
they  apply  their  comnion  fenfe  to  decide  upon  the  value  of  an 
edition,  they  iiiould  h.ave  fome  notion  of  a  manufcript,  fome 
knowledge  of  the  mode  of  copying  and  printing,  and  fome 
little  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  language  and  ancient  au- 
tliors.  In  all  thefe  refpecls  we  have  met  with  many  arguers  , 
uii  i^ieNew  I'dlament,  cither  in  the  original,  or  a  tranflaiion,     '' 
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fadly  deHclent ;  and  to  them  particularly  we  recommend  this 
feclion  as  a  proper  cure  for  their  errors. 

In  the  fourth  feilioHj  the  method  purfued  in  compiling  the 
text  is  defcribed.  With  this  our  readers  are  acquainted  from- 
the  former  edition. 

The  fifth  fe£l:ion  fliows  the  ditTerence  between  this  and  the 
former  edition.  This  confids  in  various  improvements  in  the 
text  and  notes, — in  removing  the  double  readings  ufed  in  the 
former  edition, — in  bringing  forward  new  readings, — corre6t- 
ing  errors  of  pun6tuation,  &c.  and  other  articles,  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  induftry  and  learning  of  the  editor. 

In  the  fixth  feclion  is  the  explanation  of  the  marks  ufcil 
in  this  edition,  which  are  fmiilar  to  thofe  employed  in  the 
former ;  and 

In  the  feventh  fe6lion  is  a  very  valuable  catalogue  of  manu- 
fcripts,  confiderably  enlarged  from  that  given  in  the  former 
edition  ;  to  which  is  added  a  catalogue  of  the  Slavonian 
manufcripts  communicated  by  Dobrowflci. 

On  this  part  of  the  work  it  is  needlefs  for  us  to  fpeak 
much  :  the  public  is  well  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the 
editor;  and  every  thing  here  advanced  by  him  is  worthy  of  cri- 
tical attention.  On  the  text  and  notes  we  fhall  defer  at  pre- 
fent  any  particular  remarks,  as  we  hope  foon  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  refuming  this  fubje<St,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
lecond  volume  •,  by  which  time  alfo  we  fnall  be  able  to  form  a 
more  accurate  ellimate  of  what  has  been  performed  in  this, 
and  remains  to  be  performed  in  future  editions  of  the  New 
Teftament.  There  was  one  thing  which  ftruck  us  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  page.  From  the  paper  being  fo  much  better 
than  that  to  which  the  Germans  are  in  general  accuilomed, 
and  their  ignorance  probably  of  preparing  it  fufliciently  for 
the  prefs,  there  is  an  inequality  in  the  colour  of  the  letters, 
fome  having  the  full  and  perfect  black,  others  being  very  pale, 
and,  in  a  few  places  where  fmall  letters  are  ufed,  requiring  an 
effort  of  the  eyes  to  diftinguilh  them.  The  latter  failing  is 
very  feldom  the  cafe  :  but  when  we  compare  this  with  the 
former  edition,  fuch  failings  difappear,  and  its  fuperiority  is 
.beyond  comparifon. 

We  cannot  difmifs  this  work,  without  commending  it  flre- 
nuoufly  to  the  two  univerfities,  and  to  the  mlniilers  of  every 
perfuafion : 

No£\urnii  verfate  mami,  verfate  diurnL 


t[fu 


ai 


(    494    ) 

Ejjai  JRljlorique^  PoUtlqiie^  ct  JWoral^  fur  li's  Rcvoluthni  ati^ 
cienncs  et  modcrnes^  confidcrees  dans  leurs  Rapports  avec  Id 
Revolution  Frangoife.     Londres. 

HllJorkaJj  Political.,  and  Moral  mjay^  on  ancient  and  modern 
Revolutions.,  confidered  with  a  particular  View  to  the  French 
P.evolution.     ^vo.     De  BofFe.      1797- 

'TpHE  extraordinary  revolution  in  France  naturally  turned 
■^  ,the  attention  of  the  ftudious  part  of  mankind  to  former 
political  changes  j  and  comparifons  were  traced,  or  contrails 
difcovered.  The  annals  of  Greece  and  Rome  were  re-ex- 
plored, and  the  pages  of  modern  hi^ftory  were  eagerly  con- 
fulted.  The  progrefs  of  the  republic  of  Athens  was  found 
to  comprehend  feme  parallel  circumPcances  :  this  rife  of  the 
Roman  commonwealth  was  perceived  to  be  fimifar,  chiefly  in 
a  general  view ;  and,  in  a  lurvey  of  more  recent  revolutions, 
thofe  of  Holland  and  North- America  were  regarded  as  confi- 
derably  different.  A  lefs  degree  of  diifimilitude  was  obferved 
in  the  cafe  of  England,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  murder  of 
the  monarch,  but  in  the  confideration  of  the  prevalence  of 
TufEans  over  the  firll  leaders  of  the  party  which  oppofcd  the 
court. 

The  author  of  this  piece  (a  French  emigrant)  profefTes  td 
examine  the  remote  as  well  as  the  immediate  caufes  of  the 
different  revolutions  of  which  he  treats;  the  characters  and 
views  of  the  parties  ;  the  ftate  of  fcience,  morals,  and  focie- 
ty,  at  each  period  ;  the  caufes  which  eitlier  extended  or  cir- 
cumfcribed  the  influence  of  the  refpe£live  changes  of  govern- 
ment; and,  lalUy,  the  refemblance  or  difference  between  each 
revolution  and  that  of  France.  Of  this  comprehenfive  plat:, 
only  a  part  is  yet  executed. 

The  firft  revolution  of  which  he  treats,  is  that  by  which 
the  Athenian  government  became  republican.  This  change 
he  imputes,  in  the  fuft  place,  to  that  licentious  fnirit  of  com- 
motion, which,  by  graxlually  weakening  the  authority  of  the 
fovereign,  had  produced  fuch  irregularities  as  afforded  both 
a  ground  and  an  opportunity  of  fubverting  the  monarchy ; 
fecondly,  to  the  an^bition  of  the  higher  clafles  ;  thirdly,  to 
the  increafe  of  the  power  of  the  Amphidivonic  council, 
which  was,  in  fatl,  an  impcrium  in  tmperio.  He  reprefcnfs 
Athens  as  having  enjoyed  the  mod  democratic  conilitution 
that  ever  exiiled.  The  French  (he  fays)  affecl  to  think  that 
they  have  fuch  a  government ;  but  their  democracy  is  only  a 
fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  two  councils  and  a  directory.  An 
oligarchy,  indeed,  may  now  be  faid  to  fubfift:  in  France. 

He  compares  the  three  parties  which  long  uiftra6lcd  the 
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Athenian  (late,  to  the  jacobins,  the  ariftocratei^  and  the  mo- 
diri:-i  of  the  French  republic.  At  the  head  of  the  moll:  tur- 
bulent of  the  Greek  fadiions,  appeared  the  brave  and  accom- 
plifhed  Pififlratus,  whom  Robefpierre  refembled  only  in  difli- 
mulation  \  and  the  leader  of  the  moderate  party  was  Mega- 
cles,  to  whom  Tallien  may  be  compared  for  the  verfatility  of 
his  principles. 

Between  the  fchemes  of  the  jacobins,  and  the  regulations  of 
Lycurgus  the  Spartan  reformer,  this  writer  obferves  feveral 
points  of  refemblance.  That  legiflator,  he  fays,  '  inftitut- 
ed  public  entertainments  and  clubs ;  banifhed  gold  and  the 
fciences  ;  ordered  requifitions  of  perfons  and  property  ;  made 
diftributions  of  land;  and  eftabliilied  a  community  of  chiK 
dren,  and  (in  a  great  meafure)  of  wives.  The  jacobins,  in 
imitation  of  thefe  violent  reforms,  aimed,  at  the  annihilation 
of  commerce  and  the  extirpation  of  learning  ;  formed  plana 
oi  gymncijla,  public,  repairs,  ^nd -clubs  j  and  did  not  fcruple 
to  command  the  marriage  of  virgins,  or  of  the  young  wives 
of  emigrants,  with  men  whom  they  wifned  to  avoid  :  they 
alfo  made  a  pra£lice  of  general  requiiltion  ;  and  prepared  for 
the  promulgation  of  agrarian  laws.  Here,  however,  the  re- 
femblance ends.  The  Lacedaemonian  fage  left  his  country- 
men in  pofieffion  of  their  gods,  their  king^,  and  their  popular 
aflemblies.  He  did  not  outrage  all  their  rooted  prejudices  : 
he  paid  due  regard  to  eftablifliments  which  were  entitled  to 
refpecl ;  and  he  did  not  profecute  the  work  of  reformation  in 
the  midft  of  wars,  which  are  produ61:ive  of  all  kinds  of  im- 
morality. He  undoubtedly  had  great  difficulties  to  furmount, 
and  was  even  under  the  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  fome 
degree  of  violence  :  but  he  did  not  put  citizens  to  death,  to 
convince  the  people  of  the  elBcacy  of  the  new  laws.' 

The  immediate  e{re<Sls  of  republican  revolutions  upon  the 
Greeks  and  the  French,  were,  in  his  opinion,  the  following  : 
an  implacable  hatred  to  royalty,  the  mod  determined  courage 
in  battle,  and  the  moll  inflexible  firmnefs  in  adverfity.  But 
an  averfion  to  royalty  was  one  of  the  caitfes  of  thoie  revolu- 
tions, rather  than  an  t:ff'eLl ;  though  it  may  be  allowed,  that 
fuch  hatred  was  augmented  and  confirmed  in  the  fequel. 

In  treating  of  the  influence  which  the  revolutions  of  Athens 
and  Sparta  had  on  other  nations,  he  obferves,  that  Carthage 
was  fecured  againft  the  danger  of  political  clianges  by  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  conllitution.  But  Carthage  was  already  a  re- 
public ;  and,  therefore,  the  fubverfion  of  regal  power  was 
not  calculated  to  affe61  that  (late. 

As  Carthage  was  circundlanced  with  refpefl:  to  the  Greek 
republics,  fo  is  Great  Britain  (he  thinks)  with  regard  ro 
France.     This  conlider.ition  lias  induced  him  to  draw  a  paral*- 
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lei  between  our  kingdom  and  the  Caithaginian  (late.  He  re- 
p-refents  each  as  at  once  commercial  and  warlike,  and  as  en- 
joying a  confiderable  degree  of  freedom,  liotwithftanding  the 
corruption  of  the  fenate.  The  refemblance  is  not  well  traced  5 
and  it  feems  to  have  been  chiefly  introduced  for  an  opportuni- 
ty of  defcribing  the  flate  of  parties  in  England  from  the  time 
of  the  firft  Jarnes,  and  of  delineating  the  characlers  of  Meflrs. 
Fox  and  Pitt.  To  the  latter  of  thefe  ftatefmen  he  betrays  a 
ftrong  partiality ;  of  which  he  appears  to  be  fo  confcious^ 
that  he  endeavours  to  remove  the  fufpicion  of  it,  in  a  manner 
which  only  rendei's  it  more  evident. 

In  the  progrefs  of  his  refearches,  he  traces  the  influence  of 
•Grecian  fentiments,  as  extending  even  to  the  wilds  of  Scy- 
thia,  and  corrupting  the  fimple  manners  of  the  people.  He 
exhibits  three  ages  of  the  Scythian  flate,  as  well  as  of  the 
Swifs  nation.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  periods,  purity  of  morals^ 
lirmnefs  of  charader,  and  the  moft  unreferved  frankn-efs  and 
iincerity,  prevailed  among  both  thefe  communities ;  but  their 
virtues  had  fome  fhades  of  difference.  The  former,  who  led 
a  paftoral  life,  cherifhed  liberty  for  the  general  fatisfaftion 
which  it  afforded-,  while  the  latter,  who  pradlifed  agriculture, 
loved  freedom  for  the  fake  of  their  property.  The  character 
of  the  Scythians  bordered  on  primitive  fimplicity  :  the  Swifs 
liad  advanced  one  ilep  nearer  to  the  confines  of  vice. — The 
fecond  age  was  that  which  was  diftinguifhed,  among  the  Scy- 
thians, by  the  attempts  of  Anacharfis  for  the  removal  of  their 
barbarifm  ;  but  the  phllofophy  which  he  imbibed  in  Greece 
'fevved  only  to  corrupt  his  countrymen.  In  the  fame  mannerj 
the  introdudion  of  arts  and  literature  tended,  according  to 
this  writer,  to  diminifh  the  virtue  of  the  Swifs. — ^The  third 
period  was  that  which  difplayed  the  two  nations  in  a  corrupt 
ilate,  intemperate  in  their  appetites,  and  mercenary  in  their 
difpofitions. 

After  a  review  of  other  ftates,  we  are  prefented  with  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  Perfian  empire,  in  which  (it  is  faid)  '  ci- 
vilifation  had  perhaps  made  greater  progrefsj  at  the  time  of 
the  abolition  of  monarchy  in  Greece,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world.'  Some  points  of  fimiUtude  are  found  between 
thatflourifhing  ftate  and  the  German  empire  of  modern  times? 
and,  in  the  war  between  the  Athenians  and  the  Perfians,  an 
analogy  to  the  prefent  war  is  difcovered. 

Miltiades  and  Dumouriez  are  compared,  both  in  their  cha- 
rafters  and  in  the  treatment  which  they  received  from  their 
ungrateful  countrymen,  after  their  refpe£llve  victories  at  Ma- 
,rathon  and  Gemappe.  Xerxes  and  the  emperor  Francis  are 
reprefented  as  equally  obftinate  ;  but  the  latter  claims  a  pre- 
ference in  point  of  perfonal  courage.    The  obftinacy  of  his 
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imperial  majefty  is  fufficiently  apparent ;  but  his  partifans  call 
it  a  laudable  firmnefs  and  an  heroic  perfeverartce  ;  while  thofe 
who  are  unfriendly  to  the  confederacy  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
term  it  a  blind  and  fenfelefs  pertinacity. 

The  conduct  of  the  king  of  PrufTia  is  juftly  ftigmatifed  by 
a  comparifon  with  that  of  Alexander,  king  cf  Macedcn  (not 
Alexander  the  Great),  who  betrayed  both  parties  during  the 
war,  and  facrificed  his  honour  and  confcience  to  his  avarice 
and  ambition. 

The  fecond  part  of  the  volume  comprehends  a  variety  of 
difcuffioris,  which  are  not  very  Ikilfully  arranged  or  connefl- 
ed.  The  tyranny  of  the  four  hundred  Athenians  in  the  time 
of  AlcibiadeSi  and  that  of  the  thirty  citizens  who  ruled  the 
flate  by  the  appointment  of  the  Lacedaemonian  conquerors, 
readily  fuggefted  to  our  inveftigator  the  coniideration  of  the 
•  inhuman  fway  of  thofe  oppreflbrs  who,  for  fome  years,  enflav- 
ed  the  French  by  the  terrors  of  the  guillotine.  Making  a  tranf- 
ition  to  Syracufe,  he  dwells  on  the  hiftory  of  Dionyfius  the 
Younger  j  he  then  produces  a  chapter  on  the  fubjecl  of  mis- 
fortune in  general  j  and  this  is  followed  by  an  account  of  jthe 
melancholy  fate  of  Agis,  the  Lacedemonian  king,  v.-hom  the 
ephori  unjuftly  condemned  to  death.  Oi  the  triumvirate  of 
unfortunate  princes,  Agis,  Charles  L  and  Louis  XVL  he  re- 
marks, that  the  firll  had  more  of  the  philofopher,  the  fecond 
more  of  the  king,  the  third  more  of  the  private  man^  than 
either  of  the  others.  To  each  of  the  three  he  atiributes 
moderation  and  hncerity  5  but  it  cannot  be  faid  with  truth, 
that  Charles  was  fincere  j  nor  was  his  government  dillingulfli- 
ed  by  moderation. 

He  afterwards  takes  a  view  of  the  progrefs,  decline,  and 
^reyival  of  philofophy  ;  treats  of  the  influence  which  the  opi- 
nions of  philofophers  had  in  promoting  the  fubmiilion  of  the 
Greeks  to  the  yoke  of  Macedonian  royalty,  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  forv/arding  the  republican  revolution  of  France ; 
traces  the  rife  and  fall  of  polytheifm,  and  the  eftablifliment 
and  decline  of  Chriliiauity ;  examines  the  prefcnt  ftatc  of  the 
clergy  in  England  and  other  countries  ;  makes  fome  recapitu- 
latory obferVations  ;  and  clofes  the  volume  (to  our  great  fur- 
prife)  with  a  relation  of  the  events  and  reflexions  of  a  night 
which  he  palled  with  a  party  of  favages,  in  the  courfe  of  an. 
American  peregrination. 

This  writer,  while  he  afrefls  fome  degree  of  method,  is 
defultory  and  irregulay.  He  feems  to  lofe  himfelf  in  tlie  im- 
menfity  of  his  fubjecl ;  and,  as  he  promifes  a  very  copious 
work,  we  are  ?pprehenfive  that  it  will  be  a  heap  of  confufion 
— -a  chaos  of  indigeftion. 
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Voyage  Philofoph'ique  et  Tittorefque  en  Angleterre  et  en  France^ 
fait  en  179O,  jurji  aun  EJJai  Jur  I'H'ijioire  des  Arts  dam  la 
Grande- Bretapic.  Par  George  Farjjer^  l*un  des  Compagnons 
de  Cook  ;  tradn'it  de  I'AUeJnand^  avec  des  Notes  critiques  jur 
la  Politique^  la  Littiratin  e  et  Us  Arts,  par  Charles  Pougens. 
Orne  de  lO  Planches  grazecs  en  faille-douce.     %vo.     Paris. 

A  Ph'ihftfphical  O'nd  Pidnrefquc  Tour  through  England  and 
France  in  iJ^Oy  with  an  E/piy  tcivards  the  H/Jlory  of .  the 
Arts  in  Great  Britain.  By  George  Forjler.  %vo.  ."Js.  6^. 
fevoed.     Imported  by  De  BofFe,     179^- 

'T^HE  author  of  this  work  is  well  known  as  3  conrrpanion  of 
■■■  captain  Cook.  From  his  acquaintance  with' the  Englilh 
language  and  with  a  number  of  our  countrymen,  and  from 
the  tour  he  made  in  this  ifiand,  he  was  well  qualified  to  form 
a  good  eftimate  of  our  privileges^  cuftoms,  and  manners. 
The  work  is  intended  for  foreigners  ;  and  confequently  many 
things  are  detailed  at  length,  which  will  be  little  interefting  to 
an  Englifh  reader.  But  where  he  fpeaks  of  our  cuftoms, 
in  contrafl  with  thofe  of  his  own  country  (Germany),  if  he 
does  not  deal  io  much  iii  rhapfody,  nor  flatters  our  national 
pride  to  fo  great  an  extent  as  many  of  his  countrymen,  he 
prefents  to  us  a  faithful  pi£lure,  from  which  we  may  learn  to 
correft  the  faults  natural  to  us  as  iflanders.  We  will  prefent 
to  our  readers  a  few  extrafts,  from  which  they  may  form  fome 
judgment  of  the  author's  llyle  and  impartiality. 

*  The  Engljih  are  naturally  benevolent,  endued  with  fenG^ 
bility,  at  the  fame  time  harfli  and  rude  in  their  manners,  and 
given  to  fenfuality.  Hence  their  dramatic  writings  abound 
equally  with  fublimity,  fprightlinefs,  Z-wd.  indecency.  The' 
propriety  to  which  the  French  are  flavcs,  Joes  not  permit  a 
word  in  public  to  fl;ock  the  mofl  delicate  ear  ;,  and  their  wo- 
n^en  have  that  eafe  and  freedom,  tiiat  foftnefs  of  manners, 
which  makes  their  company  fo  dear  to  every  chafte  heart,  to 
every  cultivated  mind.  They  can,  without  a  breach  of  the 
rules  of  decency,  repeat  in  private  every  thing  which  they  \ 
have  heard'in  public. 

^  The  Englirn,  in  general,  have  very  little  refpefl:  for  th« 
fair  fex,  eitlier  in  public  or  private.  Very  often  there  Is  great 
indecency  in  their  common  converfation,  and  their  women  ate 
obliged  to  hear  many  words  which  they  cannot  decently  re- 
peat ;  hence  they  become  referved,  cold,  diftant,  and  formal. 
The  education  of  the  Englilh  is  by  no  m.eans  calculated  to 
form  both  the  heart  and  the  judgment.  They  arc,  in  gene- 
ral, bi'.t  of  moderate  genius;  and  they  have  no  rules  of  beha- 
viour 
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Viour  unlverfaily  acknowledged.  Always  grofs,  never  deli- 
cate ;  little  attentive,  either  to  thenifelves  or  others  ;  often 
awkward  and  embarraired  in  good  company,  they  feem  to  ha 
out  of  their  places  near  a  ir-odeft  woman.  The  Engliih  live 
too  little  in  company,  and  prefer  clubs  without  women,  be- 
taufe  in  them  they  are  ur.reflrained  j  and  this  accuftoms  them 
to  be  dill  lefs  attentive  to  the  women.  On  the  other  fide, 
when  the  heart,  or,  to  fpeak  better,  their  fenfes,  are  really  en- 
gaged, as  foon  as  love  takes  poiTellion  of  them,  they  get  rid  of 
this  ferocity,  and  are  more  open  and  polTefs  greater  fenfibility, 
than  the  men  of  other  nations.' 

This  pidlure  of  ourfelves  is  not  very  flattering:  and  to  be  ^o 
painted  by  a  German,  who  can  bear  it  ?  Anfwer  then,  Mr. 
Englilhman — Can  you  go  into  any  company  almoft  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  company  of  the  women  is  noteafily  difpenfcd 
■with  foon  after  dinner  ?  and  is  it  advantageous  to  either  party 
to  be  fo  long  feparate  from  each  other  ? 

We  were  forry  to  read  the  author's  account  of  the  maps 
defigned  for  Cook's  voyage.  .  The  drawings  and  obfervations 
were  made  with  great  accuracy  by  captain  Bligh. 

*  Thefe  were  depofited  at  the  admiralty,  and  Mr.  Roberts 
was  commiffioned  to  unite  the  charts,  that  they  might  be  an-  . 
nexed  to  the  voyages;  but  as  this  gentleman  got  the  command 
of  a  cuftom-houfe  cutter,  he  found  it  more  to  his  advantage 
to  chafe  the  fmugglers,  than  to  make  charts  for  navigation. 
This  culpable  negligence  was  the  caufe  of  frequent  delays  in 
the  work ;  and  the  admiralty  was  obliged  to  interpofe  again  its 
commands  to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion.  In  (hort,  a  bad  gene- 
ral chart,  and  fome  particular  charts  moderately  exa£l,  are 
the  abortive  fruits  of  a  labour  finiilied  with  too  great  precipi- 
tation. Captain  Bligh  declares  that  there  are  many  efTential 
differences  between  the  original  defigns  and  the  printed 
charts.' 

Our  dinners  do  not  pleafe  this  traveller,  nor  our  cuflom  of 
drinking  till  tea  i^  ready.  He  fiays  that  we  lit  very  ftupidly 
round  the  table  to  eat,  and  does  not  give  us  credit  for  the  hof- 
pitality  v/hich  is  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  our  charattleriftics. 

*  The  EngliQi  boafl'  (fays  he)  *  of  their  hofpitality,  and 
fay  that  their  country  is  the  moll  hofpitable  in  the  v/orld. 
StrangerSj  on  the  contrary,  complain  of  EngHili  travellers, 
even  of  thofe  who  have  met  with  the  bed  reception  abroad. 
When  a  foreigner  comes  into  England,  and  is  invited  to  din- 
ner, this  boailed  hofpitality  coniiits  in  carrying  liim  to  a  ta- 
vern, where  his  reckoning  comes  up  to  half  a  guinea  or  a  gui- 
nea. 
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*  I  ufed  at  firft  to  I^ugh  at  this  capricious  cpftom  ;  but  on 
reflexion,  I  find  feme  grounds  for  confidering  it  in  a  difterene 
point  of  view,  iv  The  EngUfh  are  certainly  very  hofpitable 
to  thofe  who  are  recommended  to  people  living  in  the  coun- 
try. 2.  An  invitation  to  dine  in  a  tavern  is  more  commoit 
in  En^ijland  than  in  any  other  country,  becaufe  a  great  many 
people  do  not  keep  houfe,  and  take  their  meals  ufually  at  a 
tavern.'  3.  Some  tliink  that  their  guefts  will  be  better  pleafed 
|>y  an  invitation  to  dine  where  they  may  be  at  their  eafe,  and 
aikfor  what  they  like,  than  to  be  carried  to  a  private  houfe, 
where  they  mull  fubmit  to  the  tafteof  the  mafter.'- 

On  the  other  hand,  the  author  is  delighted  with  the  atten- 
tion of  our  inns,  which  is  a  perfect  contraft  to  the  negligence 
?jk1  indolence  abroad  ;  and  he  thinks  too  that  a  degree  of  re- 
finement in  our  manners  is  taking  place,  which  he  attributes 
to  tke  general  circulation  of  newfpapers,  and  to  the  good  fenfe 
•which,  notwithflanding  our  prejudices  and  paffions,  forms  a 
confiderable  part  of  our  character.  The  cuftom  of  children 
going  without  ftockings  lie  reprobates,  and  conceives  that  we 
may  owe  the  frequency  of  the  gout  to  this  habit :  the  fubje£l 
deferves  conlideration.  The  education  at  Eton  receives  a  cen- 
fure,  in  which  we  heartily  join  with  him.  *  Eton  fchool  is  on 
t]ie  other  fide  of  the  river,  a  Gothic  building,  like  a  monafte- 
ry.  In  this  obfcure  retreati,  the  choice  of  the  Englifh  youth 
is  educated.  What  education  1  Is  it  poffible  that  children 
born  free  fliould  bend  under  fuch  an  iron  yoke .''  Here  is  to 
be  feen,  in  its  full  extent,  tite  horrible  tyranny  exercifed  by 
the  great  over  the  little  boys.' 

Th<^  inequalicy  in  our  reprefentation  is  properly  expofed  in 
the  author's  account  of  Birmingham. 

*  This  inequality  i'n  the  right  of  choofing  their  reprefenta- 
tives  has  been  fo  often  objected  to  tlicEtiglilh,  that  it  is  ufe- 
'io.io  to  waile  time  on  fuch  a  fubjeifl.     Ignorance  alone  can 
conuder  any  government,  at  prefent,  as  the  mafler-piece  of 
human  wifdom,  fince  ithey  are  all  the  eiiecl:  of  chance.     Th« 
autl:or  of  a  v/ork  entitled  '  T'he  prefent  State  of  Birmingham,' 
pretends  that  the  want  of  reprefentation  is  a  great  advantage 
to  the  manufaclures  of  this  town,  for  the  workman  is  not  dif- 
lurbed  in  liis  employment  by  the  fpirit  of  party,  and  by  the 
troubles  necefTarily  brouglit  on  by  eleftions.     O  men  !  O  Li- 
berty !   Such  reafoning  migiit  come  well  from  aa  inhabitant  of 
Aix-la  Ghapelle,  who  had  tranfplanted  into  England  all  his 
feudal  ideas,  and  the  extinguilhing  principles  of  Germa.n  cor- 
porations;, but  the  philofopher  who  confiders  how  tar  certain 
nicchanical  profeliions  brutalire  the  foul,  knows  how  necefia- 
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Ty  this  political  eleSLricity  is  to'^reltore  hian  to  tlie  dhjiiytyQ^ 
his  nature.' 

The  German  is  right :  and  in  oppofition  to  the  "focliih  ar- 
gument on  the  quiet  of  the  zrianufadturers, '  w^  rnjjlt  blpferve 
that  Birmingham  and  Manchefter,  the  two  greateft,*  manufac- 
turing and  unreprefentcd  towns  in  England,  li'ave  been,  dur- 
ing the  laft  five  or  fix  years,  more  difgraced  by  the  fplrit  of 
party,  than  any  two  other  towns,  great  or  I'mall,  in  the  king* 
dom.  ,, 

On  his  vifit  to  Oxford,  our  author  makes  a  remgrk,  which 
is  excufable  only  in  a  man  who  has  travelled  mucli  on  the 
continent.  He  took  our  Iludents  for  the  faithful  'difciples  of 
Loyola,  fuch  as  lie-  had  feen  them  at  \Vilna  in  Poland  ;  and 
farther  inquiry  could  not,  it  feems,  convince  him  that  there 
was  a  very  material  difference  betv^-een  the  two  bodies.  On 
the  drefs  of  Oxford  he  obferves-— 

*  The  manner  of  drefiing  is  not  a  matter  of  fuch  indiffe- 
rence as  people  imagine  :  i  am  of  opinion  that  it  is. very  nearly 
connedled  with  laws,  cufloms,  religions,  and  political  inllitu-r 
tions,  whofe  irrefiftible  influence  forms,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs 
myfelf,  the  wrinkles  on  chara<ft:er  which  time  cannot  efface. 
We  fpeak  with  admiration  in  Germany,  on  the  monkilh  regu- 
larity of  the  English  univerfities,  either  becaufe  we  know  little 
cf  it,  or  becaufe  we  know  not  the  vices  of  their  eonilicution, 
and  of  the  fpirit  by  wlilch  they  are  governed. 

'  The  laws  againll  catholics  are  fo  fevere,  that  they  are  not 
executed ;  yet  there  is  not  courage  to  repeal  'them.  The 
Englifh  nation  is  the  only  one,  perhaps,  which  is  fo  blindly 
attached  to  its  ancient  forms  ;  becaufe,  perhaps,  it  thinks  its 
political  exiiidnce  depending  on  them.  Tell  them^hat  the 
abolition  of  a  fingle  law  againth  the  catholics  is  dangerous, 
the  populace  inftantly  rlfes;  and  fcenes,  partly  bloody,  partly 
ridiculous,  fuch  as  thofe  in  lord  George  Gordon's  time, 
are  renewed. 

'  The  difclpline  of  the  colletTCS  of  Oxford  is  fo  triflinsr  and 
fevere,  that  the  hudenrs  experience  extreme  rellrainr  in  lit;:le 
bagatelles,  though  at  bottorti  they  enjoy  more  liberty  than  in  the 
univerfities  of  Germany  :  and  England  fhould  rejoice  at  it ;  for 
(he  Jeffons  which  they  give  each  other  are  more  profitable  to 
them,  -than  all  theiv  coiiege  lectures.  In  my  opinion,  he  who 
teaches  his  pupil  to  know  only  that  which  belongs  co  h  6  fu- 
ture rank  in  the  world,  deferves  very  little  of  philofonhv. 
Now  all  the  fyltems  of  education,  inftltuted  and  conducted 
by  prieils,  have  in  general,  this  ufelcfs  end  on\v  in  view.  The 
students  of  rank  and  fortune  eat  at  a  feparute  tabic,  and  have 
felone  the  right  of  ufing  the  college  library.     Happily  for  cnis 
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poor  privileged  order,  they  are  very  few  in  number ;  giving 
way  to  the  irrefiftible  want  of  company,  t]"sey  vs'illiiigjv  rcr 
nouiice  their  ridiculous  fuperiority.  The  greater  part  of  thefe 
abfurdities  is  a  neceflary  confequence  of  the  genius  of  monk- 
ery and  the  fpirit  of  the  court  of^Rome,  both  always  favour- 
able to  dcfpotifm.  I  might  add  that  this  fort  of  education 
probably  contributes  to  increafe  the  attachment  to  religiousi 
prejudices,  which  diflinguifhes  the  Engl.ifh  from  other  nations 
in  Europe.  For  myfelf,  I  cannot  conceive  how  a  young  man 
can  avoid  the  extremes  of  fuperftition  or  impiety,  who  is  ob' 
liged,  for  eight  years  together,  to  be  four  times  a  day  upon, 
his  knees  in  a  college  chapel.' 

It  is  evident  that  cur  author  was  not  very  minute  in  his 
inquiries.  In  rnofl  colleges  they  go  only  twice  a  day  to  «':ha- 
pei ;  and  the  majority  of  the  fludents  refide  only  three  years 
and  a  half  in  the  univerfities.  From*  the  extrafbs  given,  our 
readers  will  fee  that  the  writer  ufes  his  own  judgment;  and 
nothing  can  be  more  ufeful  to  a  nation,  than  to  hear  the  re- 
niarks  of  S.n  impartial  foreigner  on  its  laws,  cufloms,  and  in- 
ftitutions. 


Salomon   Gcjjner.       Von  fohann   fahob   Hottinger,       Ziirich. 

"The  Lfe  of  Gejjner.     By  J.  f.  Hottingcr.      Small  Hvo.     Im- 
ported by  Efcher.      1797' 

I'^ESSNER  is  moftly  known  in  this  country  by  his  Death  of 
^-^  Abel  ;  in  France  his  Idylies  were  received  with  greater 
rapture;  in  Switzerland  he  Vv'as  idolifed.  We  (hould  not, 
perhaps,  had  he  lived  in  England,  have  given  him  a  place  in  the 
higher  order  of  our  poets ;  but  his  rank  in  the  next  clafs  would 
certainly  have  been  very  refpe6lable.  The  writer  of  his  life 
hardly  agrees  with  us  in  this  mode  of  eftimating  his  he- 
ro's charatler  :  the  Swifs,  as  well  as  Germans,  are  not  very 
moderate  in  their  praifes  ;  and  as  they  but  lately  have  begun  to 
make  a  figure  in  the  world  of  tafte  and  belles  lettres,  we  muft 
make  allowances  for  their  gratitude  to  the  perfons  tp  whon^ 
both  nations  are  fo  much  indebted. 

Solomon  Geffner  was  born  at  Zurich,  on  the  firft  of  April, 
1730.  In  his  youth  he  gave  no  fymptoms  of  his  future  great- 
nefs.  At  leaft  his  parents  and  his  teachers  faw  none  ;  and 
Simler,  a  man  of  fome  learning,  was  not  able  to  raife  the 
hopes  of  the  father,  when  he  allured  him  that  the  boy  had 
talents,  which,  though  now  hid,  would  fooner  or  later  (how 
them.feives,  and  exalt  him  far  above  his  fchool-fellows.     As 
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ht  made  fo  little  progrefs  at  Zurich,  he  wag  fent  to  Berg,  and 
put  under  the  care  or  a  clergyman,  where  retirement,  and  the 
pifturefque  fcenery  around  him,  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
change  of  his  character.    After  a  tv/o  years'  refidence  at  Berg, 
he  returned  home  to  his  father,  who  was  a  bookfeller  at  Zu- 
rich, and  whofe  feop  wasreforted  toby  fuchmenof  genius  as 
were  then  ia  that  city.     Here  his  poetical  talents  in  fome 
night  degree  difplayed  themlelves, — better  than  might  be  ex- 
pecSled  from  a  lad   of  nineteen,  but  not  fufficiently  to  deter 
his  father  from  fending  him  to  Berlin,  in  the  year  1749,  to 
qualify  him  for  h'ls  own  bufinefs.     Here  the  young  poet  was 
employed  in  packing  and  unpacking, — on  the  outiide  rather  than 
the  infide  of  books.     This  mode  of  life  difpleafed  him.     He 
ran  away  from  his  mafter,  hired  a  chamber  to  himfclf ;  and 
his  parents,  according  to  the  ufual  mode  in  fuch  cafes,  thought 
to  bring  him  to  his  fenfes  by  with-hokling  the  fupplies.    GelT- 
ner,  refolved  to  be  independent,  (hut  himfelf  up  in  his  cham- 
ber, and  after  {iorne  weeks  went  to  his  friend  Hempel,  a  cele- 
brated artid,  whom  he  requefted  to  return  with  him  to  his 
lodgings.     The  apartment  was  covered  with  fvefti  landfcapes, 
vhich  our  young  hero  had  painted  with  fweet  oil,  and  by 
which  he  hoped  to  make  his  fortune.     The  (hrugging  up  of 
the  fhoulders  of  his  friend  concluded  with  an  afTurance,  that, 
though  his  works  were  not  likely  to  be  held  in  high  eilimatioa 
in  their  prefent  (late,  very  great  expeilations  might  be  raifed 
from  them,  if  he  contiiiued  for  ten  years  with  equal  applica- 
tion. 

Fortunately  for  our  young  artift,  his  parents  relented,  and 
he  was  permitted  to  fpend  his  time  as  he  liked  at  Berlin. 
Here  lie  formed  acquaintance  witji  artifts  and  men  of  letters. 
Kraufe,  Hempel,  Ramler,  Sulzer,  were  his  companions. 
Ramler  was  his  friend,  from  the  finenefs  of  whofe  ear  and 
tafle  he  derived  the  greatefl  advantages.  With  much  difii- 
dence  he  prefented  to  Ramler  fome  of  his  compohtions  :  but 
every  verfe  and  every  word  were  criticlfed,  and  very  few  could 
pafs  through  the  fiery  trial.  The  Swifs  dialeft,  he  found  at 
laft,  was  the  obftacle  in  his  way  ;  and  the  exertions  requifite 
to  fatisfy  the  delicacy  of  a  German  ear,  would  be  excclFive. 
Ramler  advifed  him  to  clothe  his  thoughts  in  harmonious 
profe ;  this  counfel  he  followed  :  and  the  anecdote  maybe  of 
ufe  in  Britain,  where  many  a  would-be  poet  is  probably  ham- 
mering at  a  verfe,  which,  from  the  circumftances  of  his  birth 
and  education,  he  can  never  make  agreable  to  the  ear  of 
tafte. 

From  Berlin  Gcflher  went  to  Hamburgh,  with  letters  of 
recommendation  to  Hagedorn  ;  but  he  chofe  to  make  himfclf 
acquainted  withliim  at  a  cofFee-houfe,  before  the  letters  were 
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delivered.  A  clofe  intimacy  followed  ;  and  he  had  the  advan- 
tages of  the  literary  fociety  which  Hamburgh  at  that  time 
afforded.  Thence  he  returned  home  with  his  taile  much  re- 
fined; and,  fortunately  for  him,  he  came  back  when  his  coun- 
trymen were  in  fome  degree  capable  of  enjbying  his  future 
works.  Had  he  produced,  them  twenty  years  before,  his 
Daphnis  would  have  been  Infled  at  as  immoral/  his  Aljel  would 
have  been  preached  againfl  as  profanation. 

This  period  may  be  called  the  Auguftan  age  of  Germany. 
Klopftockj  Ramler,  Kleift,  Gleim,  Utz,  Leffmg,  Wieland, 
Rabener,  were,  refcuing  their  country  from  the  farcafms  of 
the  great  Frederic.  Klopftock  paid  about  this  time  a"  vifit  to 
Ziirich,  and  fired  every  breaif  with  poetical  ardour.  He  had 
fcarce  left  the  place,  when  Wieland  came  ;  and  by  both  our 
hero  was  well  received.  After  a  few  anonymous  compofitions, 
he  tried  his  genius  on  a  fubjedt  which  was  fl:arted  by  the  ac- 
cidental pcrufal  of  the  tranllation  of  I^ongus ;  and  his  Daphnis 
was  improved  by  the  remarks  of  his  friend  Hirzel,  the  author 
of  the  ,Ru{lic  Socrates.  Daphnis  appeared,  firft  without  a 
name,  iii  the  year  1754 ;  it  was  followed  in  ]  756  by  Inkle  and 
Y^rikoi  and  Geffner's  reputation  was  fpread  in  the  fame  year 
over  Germany  and  Switzerland  by  his  paftorals.  His  brother 
poets  aclciidwledged  the  rnerit  of  thefe  light  cbmpofitions,  as 
they  were  plea  fed  to  call  them,  but  conceived  their  author  to 
he  incapable  of  forming  a  grander  plan,  or  aiming  at  the  dig- 
Jiity  of  heroic  poetry.  To  thefe  critics  he  foon  after  oppofed 
his  Death  of  Abel. 

rh-,'i'^'62,  he  colle£l£d  his  poems  in  four  volumes,  in  which 
were  fonVe  new  pieces  that  had  never  before  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  public.  In  I772>  he  produced  his  fecond  volume 
of  paftorals,  with  fome  letters  on  landfcape  painting.  Thefe 
met  with  the  mod  favourable, reception  in  France,  where  they 
were'  tran Hated  and  imitated,  as  they  were  alfo,  though  with 
kfs  fuccefs,  in  Italy  and  Englaiid. 

HithertQ  we  have  confide'red  Gefiher  only  3s  a  poet;  he 
i\as  ajfo  ah  artift.  Till  his  thirtieth  year,  painting  was  only 
an  accidental  amufement;  but  at  that  time  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Heidegger,  a  i^an  of  tafle,  whofe  coiledlion  of 
paintings  and  engravings  was  thus  thrown  open  to  him.  The 
daughter  madg  an  impreflion'on  him  ;  but  the  circumftances 
cf  the  lovers  were  not  favourable  to  an  union,  till,  through 
the  adivity  and  'friendHiip  of  thepurgomafter  Heidegger,  and 
Hirzel,  he  was  enabled  to  accomplidi  his  wifhes.  How  were 
the  married  couple  to  live,?  The  pen  would  not  afford  a  very 
good  maintenance  in  England  ;  ftil!  lefs  in  Switzerland.  The 
poet  had  too  much  fnirit  to  be  dependent  on  others ;  and  he 
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deiermiiied  to  purfue  the  arts  no  longer  as  an  aimifement,  but 
as  the  means'^of  procuring^  livelihood. 

Painting  and  engraving  alternatejy  filled  that  time  which 
■was  not  occupied  with  poetry  ;  and  in  thefe  arts,  if  he  did 
jiot  arrive  at  the  greateft  eminence,  he  was- diitinguifhed  by 
tjhiat  fimplicity,  that  elegance,  that  fingularity,  which  are  the 
charafterlltics  of  his  poetry.  His  wife  was  not  idle:  befides 
the  care  of  her  houfe  and  the  education  of  her  children, 
for  which  no  one  was  better  qualified,  the  whole  burthen  of 
the  fho'p  (for  our  poet  was  bookfeller  as  ivell  as  poet,'  en- 
graver, and  'painter}  was  laid  upon  her  (boulders. 

In  his  manners,  GelTner' was  cheerful,  lively^and  at  times 
playful;  fond  of  his  wife,  fond  of  his  children.  He  had  no 
pretenfions  to  learning,  yet  he  could'read  the  Latin  poets  in 
the  original ;' and  of  the  Greek  he  preferre<£  the  Latin  tranf^ 
l&tions  to  the  French.  In  his  early' years,  he  led  either  a  fo- 
litary  life,  or  confined  himfelf  to  men  of  taile  and  literature  : 
as  he  grew  older,  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to  gene'i-al  converfa- 
tion  J  and  in  his  later  years  his  houfe  \vas  the  centre' point  of 
the  men  of  the  firfl  rank  for  talents  or  fortune  in  Zurich. 
Here'  they  met  twice  a  week,  and  formed  a  converfazione  of  a 
kind  feldom  if  ever  to  be  met  with  in  great  cities,  and  very 
rarely  in  any  place.  The  politics  of  tngland  deilroy  fuch'^ 
meetings  in  London,  where  the  Sunday  evening  afienribiy  of 
beft  refort  may  be  compared  rather  to  the  confurion  and  in- 
fignificance  of  av;oman's  route,  than  to  the  refort  _of  genius, 
tafle,  and  literature.  GelTner,  with  his  ffierids,  enjoyed  that' 
fimplicity  of  manners,  which  makes  fociety  agreeable';  and  in 
his  rural  refidence  in  the  fummer,  a  little  w'ay  but  of  town, 
they  brought  back  the  memory  alrnofi:  oPthe^golden  age. ' 

GelTner  died  of  an  apoplexy  on  the  fecbrtd'df  March,  178R, 
leaviiig  a  widow,  three  children,  and  a  filler,  behind.  His 
youhgeft"  fon  was  married,  to  a  daughter  of  his  father's  frien'il, 
Wieland.  His  fellow  citizens  have  erecSled  a  ilatue  in  memory 
of  him,  in  his  favourite  walk' on  the  banks  of  the  Limmot, 
where  it  meets  the  Sihl. 

The  work  before  us,  which  has  fuppHed  us  with  the  above 
materials',  is  well  written  in  general.  The  autlxor  labours  ra- 
ther too  much  in  his  flyle,  and  is  occupied  more  in  the  critique 
cf  his  hero's  works,  than  in  the  events  of  his  liFe.  The  cri- 
tiques are  good,  and  the  work  is  a  valuable  addition  to  Ger- 
man biography. 
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Dc  f  Influence  des  Pafflans  fur  le  Bonheur  des  InJividus  tt  des 
Natio7is.  Par  A'ladame  la  Baronne  Stael  de  Holjlehu  Pr^" 
miere  PartU.     Laufanne. 

Of  the  Influence  tf  the  Pafjlcns  tipon  the  Happ'inefs  of  Indivi- 
duals and  of  Nnt'ions.  By  the  Baromjs  Stael,  Firjl  Part, 
%VQ.     ^s.  Jewed.     Imported' by  De  BofFe.     1796. 

'T^HE  paffioRS  have  fo  flrong  an  influence  over  all  human 
-*•  beings,  that  private  kappinefsj  as  wgll  as  public  profpe- 
rity,  muft  confiderably  depend  on  the  mode  of  theii;  opera- 
tion. The  ingenious  baronefs  treats  this  fubjeiSt  methodi- 
cally, and  thus  arrr.nges  her  Tpeculations.  The  firfl.  fc^liori 
of  this  volume  treats  fucceffively  of  the  effect  of  each  palTioni 
upon  human  happinefs :  the  fecond  analyfes  the  conne£lion  of 
particular  afFedlions  with  paffion  or  with  reafon  ;  and  the  third 
ftates  the  refources  which  we  find  in  ourfelvesj  and  which  arc 
independent  of  chance  or  the  will  of  others.  The  remainder 
of  the  work  will  relate  to  the  operation  of  the  palTions  in  a 
political  view. 

The  love  of  glory  is  the  firfl  pafiion  of  which  our  authorefs 
treats.  Its  movements,  Ihe  obferves,  may  be  traced  in  the  pri- 
mitive nature  of  man  ;  but  it  is  only  in  extended  fociety  that; 
it  a£ls  v/ith  full  forc'" ;  a  remark  which  is  fo  obvious  as  to  be 
wholly  unnecellary.  After  a  difplay  of  the  emotions  and  ef- 
fects of  an  eager  third  of  faPxie,  fiie  fpeaks  of  her  father  (the 
celebrated  Necker)  as  one  who  has  acquired  more  glory  than 
any  individual  of  the  prefent  age-  She  properly  diftinguilhes 
this  paffion  from  ambition,  as  pov^'cr  is  the  great  object  of  the 
latter,  which  is  therefore  lefs  noble  and  dignified  than  the 
other,  and  more  confiltent  with  mediocrity  of  talents. 

Vanity  is  reckoned  among  the  paiTions  by  this  writer ;  but 
it  feems  to  be  rather  a  fentlment  than  a  paffion.  She  ridicules 
the  folly  of  extravagant  felf-Iove ;  and  is  particularly  fevere 
upon  the  vanity  of  her  own  fex. 

Of  love,  the  baronefs  fpeaks  feelingly;  and  fhe  confiders 
it  as  the  Iburce  of  the  greateft  happinefs,  as. well  as  of  the 
greatefl  mifery,  which  can  befall  mankind.  To  avoid  the  lat* 
ter  contingency,  (he  does  not  fcruple  to  recommend  fuicide ; 
but,  in  that  extreme  of  romantic  weaknefs,  none  of  her  read- 
ers, we  dare  fay,  will  follow  her  advice. 

Avarice,  intemperance,  the  love  of  gaming,  envy,  and  re- 
venge, are  fuperficla:ly  difculled.  Remarks  on  the  fpirit  of 
party  follow ;  and  the  inflexible  bigotry  and  blind  zeal  of  this 
propenfity  are  not  ill  defcribed  and  exemplified.    The  love  of 
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wlckednefs  Is  reprefented  as  a  paffion  ;  and  the  reafons  a{r.gne4 
for  placing  it  in  fuch  a  ftation,  are  thefe — 

*  Other  paffions  lead  to  criminal  excefles  \  but,  when  they 
have  driven  a  perfon  to  a  certain  point  of  criminality,  the  ef- 
iedi  becomes  a  caufe  j  and  wickednefs,  which  was  at  firft  the 
means,  is  afterwards  the  end  or  aim.  This  horrible  ftate  re- 
quires feme  explanation.  Two  circumftances  contribute  to 
retain  mankind  in  fubjeftlon  to  the  fway  of  morality ;  name- 
ly, public  opinion  and  felf-eReem.  T  here  are  many  exam- 
ples of  a  defiance  of  the  former,  connected  with  a  regard  for 
the  latter.  The  difpofition,  in  that  cafe,  takes  a  tinge  of  af- 
perity  and  mifanthropy,  to  the  exclufion  of  many  good  ac- 
tions which  an  individual  would  be  inclined  to  perform  for  the 
reward  of  general  approbation  •,  without  the  extinction,  how- 
ever, of  thofe  virtuous  fentiments  which  prompt  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  chief  duties  of  life.  Bur,  when  a  perfon  ha^ 
difcarded  all  principle,  and  all  idea  of  confcience  or  moral 
obligation,  a  kind  of  fever  arjfes  in  the  blood,  which  creates 
an  irrefillible  paflion  for  the  perpetration  of  flagitious  deeds.* 

The  baronefs  allows  that  a  wretch  of  this  defcription  has, 
in  general,  fome  object  in  viewj  but  his  mind  ((he  adds)  is 
jn  fuch  a  ftate  of  dittra£lion,  that  he  lofes  fight  of  the  pur- 
pofe  which  he  would  wifh  to  efrecV,  and  hurries  on  to  frefh 
a<Sls  of  iniquity,  more  from  wantonnefs  than  from  any  idea  o£ 
intereft  ;  as  wild  beads,  even  when  they  are  not  inftigated  by 
the  cravings  of  appetite,  will  occafionally  wreak  their  cruelty 
pn  other  animals. 

The  fentiments  or  affections  which  poflefs  an  intermediate 
ftate  between  paiTions  and  the  refources  of  the  mind,  are  faid. 
to  be  thefe;  religion,  friendfhip,  parental,  conjugal,  and  filial 
regard.  Religion  is  confidered  by  our  female  moralift  as 
a  natural  and  heaven-born  gift,  wholly  independent  of  the 
will.  In  this  particular,  fhe  agrees  with  the  methodifts,  who 
fleny  that. any  perfon  can  be  truly  religious  without  the  gift 
of  the  divine  grace. 

With  refpe6t  to  the  refources  which  we  find  in  ourfelves, 
no  ftriking  remarks  are  offered.  A  fpirlt  of  philofophy,  and 
the  practice  of  virtue  and  humanity,  are  obvioufly  productive 
of  thofe  pure  enjoyments  which  time  or  accident  cannot 
wholly  impair. 

It  would  be  illiberal  to  pronounce  this  work  deflltute  of 
merit ;  but  the  obfervations  are  fometimes  ill-founded,  and  the 
ftyle  is  harfli  and  inelegant. 
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t)ela  Reprihlique.  Suite  (Tun  Coup  d'CEil  Politique  fur  V  Jvenlr 
de  la  France.  Par  Dumourie%.  Dec.  1 795.  Hambourg. 
London,  De  BofFe.     is.' bd.     1796. 

A  Continuation  of  the  Political  Survey  of  the  Future  Condition 
of  France.  By  Dumcuncz.  8t;o.  is.  bd.  Dilly.  1796. 
■X7W"E  are  not  forry  to  renew  our  acquaintance  with  this 
*'  lively  and  intelligent  writer,  who,  with  all  his  faults, 
e-xprefles  the  fentiments  of  a  capacious  mind,  and  accommo- 
dates them  to  events,  as  he  once  accommodated  his  adliions, 
with  v/onderful  dexterity.  Our  opinion  of  his  former  works 
Kiay.he  feen  in  Crit.  Rev.  New  Arr.  Vol.X.  n.  ^31,  Vol. 
Xiy.  p.  519,  Vol.  XV.  p.  523,  and  Vol:  XVII.ip.  494:  but 
many  of  the  fine-fpun  theories  of  a  monarchical  pVopenfity. 
are  now  diflipated.  The  prefent  is  an  acknowledgment  o£ 
tlie  French  republic,  „  . . 

'Every. thing  which  he  now  adyances* concerning  tn^' 
French'  republifc,  is  'founded  upon,  tlie  hy^othefis :  i.  That 
there  was  an  abfolute  majority  of"fuffrages"for  accepting  the 
conftitutiori  of  1795.  2.  That  the  French  nation  will  perfe- 
vere  in  their  new  regime,  which  requires  great  virtues  and' 
great  facrilices.j"  3.  That  the  new  government  has  both  the 
power  and  the  will  to  fupprefs  allTafilions.  4.  That  it  is  wife 
enough  to  feek  for  an  immediate  peace.  5.  That  it  is  able  to 
re-eftablifh  the  finances ;  to  withdraw  from  circulation,  or 
give  .  frelL  credit  to,  the  aflignats:;  to  equalife  the  expenfes 
and  receipts  ;  to  revive  agriculture,  commerce,.and  induftry  ; 
and  to  make'  juftice  the  fole  bafisr  botlr  of  its  foreign  politics 
and  dom.eftic  conduQ.'     P.  61. 

This,  from  Dumouriez,  is  furely  a  large  and  a  liberal  ac- 
knowieclgment.     Let  us  examlrie  his  premifes. 

He  begins  with  Hating,  that,  while  the  eftablifhment  of  mo- 
narchy or  a  republic  was  a  quefllon^  he  took  that  part  in  it 
which  every  man  was  at  libertv  to  take ;  but  that  the  fame 
fentiments  whicb^guided  his  pen  while  he  confidered  the  quef- 
tion  as  undecided,  make, him  oiter  up  his  vows  for  the  fafety 
of  the  republic  v/hich  is  how  eflablifhed.  Every  Frenchman, 
unlefs  he  abandons  his  country,  ought  to  offer  up  his  moft  ar- 
dent prayers,  and  exert  every  faculty  of  his  foul,  for  the  well- 
being  of ,  the  republic.  *  Faithful,  to  my  principles^'  he  adds, 
*  I  facrifice  niy  opinion  to  the  attachment  I  feel  for  my  coun- 
try;* and  his  principles  are  that  the  people  of,  every  country 
have  a  right  not  only  to  reform  but  to  -change  their  conftitu- 
lion  and  government,  and  to  delegate  its  fovereignty,  which 
I9y  except  in  the  ihape  of  a  delegation,  inalienable. 

f  revJouily  to  his  entering  on  an  examination  of  the  new 
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conftltution,  He.  ofFevs  fome  remarks  on  the  condu£l  of  the 
French  armiss  at  the  clofe  of  1795;,  and  from  the  defeats  they 
experienced;  he  argues  that  the  famous  barrier,  the,  Rhine,  is 
of  no  importance  any-wliere  but  upon  the  map.  The  French 
iiave  proved  to  the  Germans,  and  they  in  their  turn  to  the 
French,  that  whoever  pleafes  may  pafs  this  ri\:£r  wherever  he 
pleafes.  There  are  no  true  barriers,  but  {irong  places,  and 
the  inclination  of  the  people.  All  the  country  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  Sarre,  from  the  Mozelle  to  Landau,  is  open, 
and  without  any  ftrong  poits.  There  is  only  one  fmgle  poft 
between  Coblentz  and  Treves,  for  the  defence  of  the  Mofelle. 
Treves  is  not  ftrong  ;  and,  fituated  as  it  is  on  the  right  bank, 
it  is  a  hindrance  to  the  defence  of  that  river.  Thefe  fa£ls 
he  illultrates  from  other  events;  but  the  fubfequent  fuccefs  of 
the  French  upon  their  own  plan  feems  to  detract  from  the 
folidity  of  his  argument.  This,  indeed,  he  could  not  forefee. 
The  fuccefles  of  1796  were  incalculable,  and  beyond  all  reach 
of  human  forefight.  He  contends,  however,  that,  as  foon  as 
France  has  re-eftabli(hed  her  fuperiority,  or  at  leaft  her  equa- 
lity, in  military  operations  j  and  when  it  (hall  be  no  longer  dif- 
graceful  for  her  to  negotiate,  (he  ought  to  abjure  for  ever  the 
dangerous  fyftem  of  conqueft,  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  add 
to  her  many  mournful  and  bloody  triumphs,  that  more  noble 
one  of  being  juft  and  generous.  The  French  people  owe  this 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  which  they  have  juft 
adopted ;  a  conftitution  which  profcribes  conqueft  and  offen- 
five  war,  and  which  he  now  propofes  to  examine. 

He  thinks  this  conftitution  better  in  detail  than  that  of 
1791,  but  the  fame  in  prhicif}Ie,  although  the  one  was  mo- 
narchical and  the  other  is  ix-publican  •,  and  fuppofes  even  that 
.this  laft  conftitution  might  be  made  to  agree  better  or  mix 
better  with  a  conftitutional  monarchy  than  the  firft.  It  re- 
quires only  to  bind  the  five  volumes  of  the  diredlory  into  one 
(reller  en  un  tome  les  cinq  volumes  du  dircdoire)^  and  to  make 
.the  prefidency  for  life,  or  render  it  hereditary.  He  extols  the 
wifdom  and  courage  of  the  compilers  of  this  conftitution, 
who  at  once  annihilated  the  popular  focietles,  and  wifely  ar- 
ranged the  orders  of  the  nation,  placing  in  the  hrft  clafs  the 
legillative  reprefentation  ;  in  the  fecond,  the  executive  direc- 
tory; in  the  third,  theminiftry;  in  the  fourth,  the  judicial 
power  ;  and  in  the  fifth,  the  adminiftration  of  the  depart- 
ments, the  diftricts,  and  the  cantons.  As  long  as  the  func- 
tions of  this,  lalt  clafs  have  no  falary  annexed  to  them,  they 
.will  of  courfe  be  given  to  none  but  men  of  confiderablc  pro- 
perty ;  confequentiy  to  men  peculiarly  intercftcd  in  the  pre- 
fexvation  of  the  conftitution.  After  approving  fome  parts  of 
tills  ortjer  of  things,  -he  tiiinka  it  reafonable  that  the  executive 
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dire<5lory  fliould  have  had,  added  to  their  other  powers,  thaf 
bi  propofing  laws  ;  becaufe  magiftrates  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  eftimatiiig  the  wants  of  the  people,  than  the  people 
themfelves ;  but  this,  upon  more  mature  refledion,  he  muft 
perceive,  approaches  too  c!ofely  to  the  old  regime^  where  the 
parliaments  had  little  to  do  except  to  regifler  the  edifts  of  the 
court.  Magi{l:rates  may  irwcic  the  wants  of  the  people  as  well 
as  themfelves, ;  but  there  would  be  danger  that  they  might  not 
te  fo  juft  in  etlimating,  nor  fo  fpeedy  in  relieving  them',  or 
ieven  in  making  them  the  fubjeft  of  difcuffion.  His  more  fe- 
irious  objeftion  is,  that  there  are  two  additional  articles  at  the 
ccnclufion  which  degrade  the  work  ;  the  one,  by  which  the 
perpetual  banifhment  of  the  emigrants  is  decreed,  which  he 
accounts  inhuman  :  the  other,  which  guarantees  to  the  pur- 
chafer  the  poiTeflion  of  their  property,  in  whatever  manner 
the  purchafe  may  have  been  made  ;  which  is  unjuft.  If  it 
can  be  proved  that  the  fale  was  an  unfair  one,  the  purchafer, 
and  not  the  real  proprietor,  ought  to  be  indemnified  by  the  na- 
tional treafury  j  for  as  foon  as  the  unfairnefs  is  clearly  pointed 
out,  the  latter  ought  to  have  his  property  reilored  to  him* 
Ke  illuftrates  this  by  fuppofing  a  judge  fo  abfurd  as  to  decree 
that  a  robber  fhall  keep  the  purfe  which  he  has  ftolen,  and 
that  the  perfon  robbed  fhall  receive  an  indemnity  from  the 
public  treafury.  He  adds  farther,  that  the  convention  had  nO 
right  to  infert  thefe  two  articles  in  the  conftitution,  becaufe 
they  are  merely  decrees,  and  decrees  of  condemnation  cannot 
be  confidered  as  laws.  They  are  not  binding  upon  the  peo- 
ple, being  merely  the  refult  of  paflion  and  circumftances, 
improperly  added  to  the  conftitutional  code,  of  which  they 
form  no  part. 

The  other  parts  to  which  heobjefts  are,  i.  the  too  frequent 
change  in  public  ofiices,  becaufe  every  public  employment  re- 
«]uires  deep  fludy  and  long  experience  ;  and  he  thinks  it  would 
be  more  ufeful  to  divide  all  public  employments  into  two 
clafles,  one  for  life,  the  other  for  a  term  of  three  or  five  years. 
• — 2.  The  number  of  the  legillative  body,  which  he  thinks  too 
great.  Both  the  councils  are  too  numerous  for  the  nature  of 
their  duties  ;  and  it  is  unnecefTary  they  fliould  meet  every  day, 
becaufe  they  cannot  have  bufinefs  fufficient  to  employ  all  their 
fittings.  He  fufpefls  that  all  of  them  may  not  be  virtuous  y 
and  having  nothing  to  employ  themfelves  in  for  the  public 
good,  they  will  think  of  no  intereft  but  their  own,  and  that  of 
their  relations  and  friends  ;  will  become  the  dependents  of  the 
direclcrs  and  minifters,  and  at  length  fink  into  the  loweft  abyfs 
of  corruption  and  flavery. 

To  remedy  thefe  evils,  he  propofes  that  the  council  of  an- 
cients fhould  confift  of  only  one  hundred,  and  the  other  of 
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two  hundred  members — that  the  legiflature  fliould  not  afTem- 
ble  for  more  than  three  months  in  each  year,  and  that  to  hin- 
der the  legiflative  aflemblyj  the  executive  directory,  or  any  in- 
dividual whatever,  from  attacking  the  national  fovereignty 
during  the  nine  months'  recefs,  there  fhould  be  named,  each 
year,  nine  members  of  the  legiflature,  of  whom  three  (hould 
be  of  the  chamber  of  ancients,  who  (hould  have  the  fame  re- 
fidence  as  the  directory,  and  aflemble  every  day  under  the 
name  of  the  Comite  de  Surveillance^  or  Committee  of  Watch- 
fulnefs.  For  his  arguments  in  favour  of  thefe  propofitionsy 
we  refer  the  reader  to  the  pamphlet  :  at  the  conclufion  we 
have  a  ■ptrfonal  reflection,  quite  in  the  manner  of  Dumou- 
liez — 

*  It  is  of  no  confequence  to  confider  whether  the  author  of 
thefe  three  propoGtions  may  be  profcribed  or  not  -,  the  degree 
of  their  utility  ought  to  be  weighed  with  attention.  A  banifii- 
ed  man,  reflefting  in  his  folitude,  may  have  wife  and  ufeful 
ideas.  The  man  in  queftion,  profcribed  as  he  is,  detefls  all 
the  failions,  but  he  loves  iiis  country  ;  which,  whatever  his 
enemies  fay  to  the  contrary,  he  has  once  faved,  and  would  fave 
again,  were  he  recalled  in  this  dangerous  crifis  *.  He  prays 
for  the  happinefs  of  his  fellow  citizens,  whatever  conftitution 
they  may  adopt  j  and  if  he  fees  that  the  republic  promotes  the 
happinefs  of  the  French  people,  he  will  cry  out,  like  the  gre- 
nadiers who  were  executed  at  Aix-la-Chapelle — Long  Ihe  the 
republic  t* 

He  then  offers  fome  refiedions  on  government,  In  which 
there  are  advices  that  deferve  tlie  attention  of  the  French 
rulers. 

The  tranflation  of  this  little  work  is  executed  with  fidelity, 
though  fome  paluiges  have  not  been  revifed  attentively  before 
■going  to  prefs. 

Proclamation,  dans  VRffiit  des  'Jiunes  ordonncs  par  le  Rci ;  en 
Remontrance  a  la  Nation  y^ngloijc  Jnr  une  chofe  la  plus  Jean- 
daleufe,  qui  fe  pajfe  chez  elle  depuis  cinq  ans^  ottcntatoire  a  la 
Vtneration  dans  hiquelle  eji  la  Memoirs  de  Sir  Ifaac  Nenvton  j 
et  pour  la  preparer  a  adopter  le  Plan  d^une  Commemoration 
folemnelle  de  ce  divin  Perjonnagc.     Londres. 

^  Proclamation  recommendatory  of  a  folemn  Commemoration  of 
Sir  Ifaac  Ne"Mton.     4^0.      iOj.  6d.  fewed.     ElmOy.      1790, 

'TpHIS   is  a  very  extraordinary  performance.     The  author 

*■■     (M.  de  la  Blancherie)  ftyles  himfelf  the  general  agent  of 

correipondence  for  literature,  arts,  and  fcicnces  3  and  informs 

■*  The  French  have  fincc  fouad  a  taUrabie  ftxbftituce  in- Buonaparte,     Rxv. 
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us,  -that,  when  he  had  a£led  'in  that  capacity  for  above  ten 
years,  he  v/as  induced,  by  the  ill-treatment  which  he  fuftain- 
•ed  from  the  court  of  Verfailles,  to  feek  an  aCylum  in  England, 
inthe  year  which  preceded  the  French  revolution,  disfunc- 
tions being  thus'  fufpendedj  he  was  filled  with  chagrin  and 
drfpleafure ;  but 'the  idea  of  a  cgmmemoration  of  Newton  at 
length  fuggefted  itfelf.to  his  mind,  and  encouraged  l^im  to  a 
refumption  of  his  ageucyj  which,,  he  thought,  would  derive 
the  flrongeft  fanclioy,  .in  the  eyes  of  the  Englifh,  frpm  the 
cftabhfliment  of  fuch  a  fcheme  of  philofophic  celebratiqn- 
His  propofal,  howeve.r,  d.id.npt  meet  with  approbation;.  an,d 
he  declares  that  he  fiiftained  a  feries  of  outrages  and  perfe- 
cutions  from  a  nation  to  whofe  obedience  he  almbft'  thought 
himfelf  entitled  for  having  framed  fuch  a  proje6l.  But  ,we 
may  fuppofe,  that  thefeoz/zT^^^^,' with  the  exception  of  an 
arreft  for- debt,  were  only  the  efFufions'bf  ridicille,  the  fneers 

of  contempt,  and  the  mortifications  of  refufal. •'." 

.     This  eccentric  Frenchman  propofes  that  a  cdhgrefs'fliPuId 
be  convoked,  Compofed  of  the  moft  refpectable  perfOns  in' the 
iingdom,    in  point  of  tank,  merit,  and  abilities  ;    tnat    this 
meeting  fliould  take  place  in  the  hall  of  the  RoyalSociety,  fir 
Jofeph  Banks ., acting  .as  prefidentj    that    the   a^ent-general^ 
dreffed.in  an  ,acad&fiiic  habit,  Taould  make  a  formal  expofition 
9f.lli§^plan  fo,r^a,,p^rm3ne;it  celebration  of  the  memory  of 
Nevitonj  that  coluniiis,  or  obelifks,  fliould  be  erected  inthe 
metropolis,  and  other  parts  of  the  realrii,  in  honour  of  that 
phLlofopher  j  that  the  parllam-ent  fnould  9rder  his  wdrfrs  to  bb 
Te-publifned  in*'a  fpleiidld,  flyle ;  and  that  the  king  fhould  re- 
jraitj'in'  fpiemn  procefHon,  to  \X\t  ■printing-hot fe^  ^v,^  ■  <S.o'  the 
fame  homage  to  the  typographic  art,  thus  nobly  eni'ployed, 
^hatjhe  ernperor  of  China  nays  to  agriculture,     i^roceetling 
lit  hi^  vifionary  career,  this  felf-c'onftitute4  agent  -defires  that 
the  hoiife  which  fir  Ifaac  occupied  (and  whieh,-  tp  the  great 
indign'ation  of  M/de  la  Blanchcrie,  is  now  an  eating-ho-ufe) 
znay  be' repaired  at.  the  public  expenfe,  and  affigned.  for  .hi^ 
fefidence  ;  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  make  a  motion.. in  , the.  houie  of 
commons  for  printing  and  din.ributingthis^r5(:/i3»2i^f/(7;i  in^the 
Englifh  language  j  and  that  every  Engiiihman,  Scot,  and -.Hi- 
bernian, v?fll  contribute  two  guineas,.  tl>e  fubrciiptions  beitig 
dellined  for  the  expenfes  of  the  fcheme,  aiid,;  imcafe  of. fur- 
plus,'  for  the  proraorion  of  patriotic,  and  charitable  pur^pfes. 
He  flates  that  he  has  already  obtained  contributioas;  to-  the 
amount  of  fixty-Jiine  pound's  iomtq^en  fliillings  ;  and  h,c.has  in- 
ferle.d  hi  his  proclamation  a  recqtiimendatory  teftijnohi^l  frgm 
thc'Spardfli  ambaiTador,  the  chief  fubfcribcr  to^ijs,  plan,,,    f  .-' 
Speaking  of  his  future  appearance  at  court  in  ■  the-  pUb'Hc 
c:hara(^l;cr.,which  he  has  affumed,  he  intimates  that  lie  is  to  be 
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Jntroducetl  to  his  majefty  by  the  prefident  of  the  Royal  So- 
■ciety,  attended  by  tv^o  of  the  lludents  of  Weftminfter-fchool, 
and  two  others  from  Chrift's-hofpital.  If,  on  this  occafion, 
he  (hall  go  unpov/dered,  fuch  negledl  (he  fays)  will  not  arife 
from  any  unv^illingnefs  to  pay  for  a  povvdcr-licence,  but  from 
the  confideration  ct  his  being  in  mourning  for  all  the  French. 

However  great  in  ay  be  our  veneration  fur  the  charader  of 
Newton,  we  cannot  refrain  from  laughing  at  the  abfurdity  of 
this  pamphlet.  The  writer,  therefore,  will  probably  be  dif- 
poled  to  add  the  Critical  Reviewers  to  the  number  of  thofe 
tirurs  and  apaihiques,  at  whofe  fneers  he  is  ofFended,  and 
■with  whofe  indifference  to  his  fcheme  he  Is  highly  difgufted. 

E[<\nes  dc  'Tibnllc'i  avtc  des  Nc-tes  et  Recherches  dc  Alythologie^ 
d  Hijhlre  ct  de  Fbllsjoph'ic  \  ju'iviei  des  Baijcrs  dc  Jean  Se' 
cond }  ^radud'ion  nonvclie^  adreffee  du  Donjeon  de  Vincennes^ 
p/if  Afirabeauj  /'aine^  a  Sophie  Ruf'cy.  Avcc  I4  Figures. 
3  Tom.    Svo.     Paris. 

Elegies  of  TihuHuSf  ivith  Notes  and  Refearches^,  Mythohgicat^ 
Hifioricaly  and  Philofophical\  to  which  are  Jidijoined  the 
Kijps  of  yohannes  Secundus.  yi  ne-iv  Tran/latioriy  addrcjj'ed 
to  Sophia  Ruffcy  from  the  Dungevn  of  Vineennes,  by  the  elder 
Alirabeau.  JVith  14.  Engravings.  3  Vols.  tvo.  ll.  I;. 
fevjed.     Imported  by  De  BofFe.     i79&. 

Tj^ROM  that  energy  of  character  which  diftinguifiied  this 
■*■  tranflator,  and  the  command  of  language  he  pofl'efled,  it 
might  naturally  be  expe£ledj  if  he  were  not  defeftive  in  the 
knowledge  of  Latin,  that  in  thefe  addreiTes  to  the  object  of 
his  palhoa  he  could  fcarcely  fall  of  fuccefs.  Yet,  however 
gratifying  h3  the  inarnorata  his  exertions  might  have  beenj 
though  no  want  of  learning  be  alleged,  In  our  judgment  they 
entitle  him  but  to  qualified  praife.  The  compofitions  of  Ti- 
bullus  are  full  of  fweetnefs,  tendernefs,  and  pafTion  3  his  lan- 
guage is  pure  and  elegant ;  and  his  numbers  flow  without 
effort,  like  water  from  a  fountain.  Here,  however,  the  tapeftry 
is  reverfed, — and,  though  it  reprefent  the  counterpart-forms, 
it  is  under  outlines  fo  ftiffly  defined  as  to  fink  every  play  of 
contour  in  their  harfii  delineations.  Nor  are  their  features 
and  expreflions  more  happily  difplayed.  What  a  wood-cut 
could  Counterfeit  of  a  defign  by  Correggio,  and  the  colouring 
of  his  magic  pencil,  thefe  Elegies  may  impart  of  their  Romau 
original ;  or,  to  fpeak  as  might  Lavater,  a  more  appolite  con- 
trail cannot  well  be  imagined  than  the  portraits  of  Allrabeaa 
and  his  Sophy  to  Tibullus  and  Delia. 

The  annexed  fpeciniens,  impartially  cited,  vVill  fufficiently, 
we  think,  confirm  this  opinion. 

App.  Vol.  XiX.  New  Arr*  N  n  *  LivrS 
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*  LivRE  I.    Elegie  II. 

*  Apportc  un  vin  pur:  cettc  liqueur  blenfaifante  apaifers 
mes  nouveiles  douleurs,  et  preparera  un  doux  fommeil  a  mes 
yetix  fatigues.  Que  perfonne  ne  rompe  le  charme  que  Bac- 
chus a  forme:  tandis  qu'ii  ervdort,  '.'amour  malheureux  repofe. 
Helas!  ma  maitrefie  eft  furveiliee  par  un  gardien  incorrupti- 
ble.    Plus  d'un  verrou  ferme  fa  porte  inexorable. 

*  Porte  cruelle  aux  amans !  que  la  pluie  te  frappe  fans  re- 
lache  !  Puifle  la  foudre  lancee  par  Ja  main  toute  puiflanre  de 

Jupiter,  te  reduire  en  poufliere Mais,  non.  L-aliTe-toi 

fle'chir  par  mes  plaintes  :  ouvre-toi  devant  moi,  et  pour  moi 
feul  reiie  ouverte ;  car  le  bruit  de  tes  gonds  me  decelerait ; 
oublie  mes  injures,  fi  j'en  ai  profeie  quelques-unes  dans  mon 
delire,  ou  que  mes  imprecations  retombenc  fur  moi!  Sou- 
viens-toi  plutor  des  prieres  que  je  t'adreflai  tant  de  fois  d'une 
volx  fuppiiante,  en  tc  couvrant  de  feftons  et  de  fleurs. 

*  Et  toi,  Delie,  trompe  ton  argus  >  mais  ce  n'eft  point  en 
tremblant  que  tu  le  tromperas :  il  faut  ofer.  Venus,  elle- 
meme,  fecoure  I'audace :  elle  protege  le  jeune  amant,  qui, 
pour  b  premiere  fois,  cuvre  furtivement  une  porte ;  et  la 
tendre  amante  qui  la  referme  doucement,  et  I'aiTare  par  un 
%-errou.  Venus  apprend  a  fortir  fans  bruit  d'un  lit  volug- 
tueux  j  a  pofer  un  pied  leger  fur  le  plancher  le  plus  mince: 
c'eft  elle  qui  apprend  a  parler  le  langage  muet  des  amans,  et 
a  s'exprimer  par  des  fignes  eloquens  devant  un  mari  jaloux. 
Mais  la  deeiie  n'accorde  pas  fes  lecons  a  tous  les  mortels,  elle 
les  referve  a  ceux  que  la  peine  n'arrete  point,  et  a  celles 
qu'une  crainte  puerile  n'enchaine  pas  la  nuit.  Venus  me  ga- 
Tantit  du  barbare  aHafTm  ct  du  voleur  fubtil.  Que  celui  qui 
eft  voue  a  I'amour  marche  fans  crainte  j  qu'il  ne  redoute  au- 
cune  embuche  ;  fa  perfonne  eft  facree. 

*  Les  frimars  de  la  plus  longue  nuit  d'hiver  ne  fauraisnt 
me  nuire.  Que  pourraient-'ls  contre  moi  ces  torrens  de 
pluie  .''  Dans  un  moment,  Delie  m'ouvrira  fa  porte  :  dans  un 
moment,  un  fignal  fdentieux  m'appellera  au  bonheur. 

'  O  vous,  qui  paiTez  pres  de  moi,  hommes  ou  femmes  ! 

gardez-vous  de  me  voir;  Venus  veut  que  fes  larcins  foient 

caches :  ne  m'cffrayez  point  par  une  marche  bruyante ;  ne 

me  demandez  pas  men  nom  ;     n'approchez  pas,  pour  me  re- 

eonnaitre  avec  une  lumiere  indifcrete  :  fi  quelque  imprudent 

m'a  devine,  qu'il  fe  taife  du  moins,  et  jure  par  tous  les  Dieux, 

qu'il  ne  fait  qui  je  fuis  j  car  quiconque  me  decelera,  trouvera 

pour  lui  Venus  nee  du  fang,  de  la  mer  la  plus  orageufe.  Mais 

■ton  mari  ne  croirait  pas  meme  a  fon   rapport.     Une  femme 

verfee  dans   la  magie,  me  I'a  prorais,  et  fon  art   n'eft  pas 

trompeur. 

Vje 
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*  Jc  I'ai  vu  conjurer  les  aftres,  et  les  faire  defcendre  des 
icieux :  a  fa  voix  les  fleuves  rapides  vemoment  vers  kur 
fource  J  la  terre  s'entr'ouvre ;  les  manes  fortent  des  tom- 
beaux,  et  les  oflemens  refpecfles  par  la  flamme  du  bucher,  fe 
rafiernblent :  fes  evocations  bruyantes  arraehent,  des  botds  du 
Styx,  les  cohortes  infernales.  Elle  fait  des  afperfions  de  laitj 
et  les  demons  rentrent  au  fombre  fejour.  D'un  mot,  quand 
il  lui  plait,  elle  appelle  ou  diffipe  les  nuages,  la  chaleur  ou  les 
frimats;  elle  feule  pofsede  tous  les  funeftes  fecrets  de  Medee  ; 
elle  feule  dompte  les  chiens  feroces  d'Hecate.  Cette  favante 
magicienne  a  compofe  pour  raoi  un  enchantement  qui  te  fuf- 
fit  pour  ton  jaloux  :  prononce  trois  fois  '^  ces  paroles  pithoni- 
ques,  et  ton  marl  ne  s'en  croirait  pas  lui-memc,  quand  il  me 
furprendrait  dans  tcs  bras.  Mais,  Delie,  le  charme  n'eft  que 
pour  moi :  d'un  autre,  ton  mari  verrait  tout :  j'ai  feul  le  poU' 
voir  d'abufer  fes  yeux. 

*  Que  croii'ai-je  toutefois  ?  Cette  magicienne  s'efl  vantee 
de  pouvoir  detruire  mon  amour  par  fes  talifmans  et  fes  breu- 
vages.  Elle  m'a  purifie  a  la  claretc  des  flambeaux,  et  dans 
uiie  nuit  fereine,  j'ai  facrifie  une  vi6lime  noire  a  fes  dieux. 
Ah  !  je  ne  lui  demandais  pas  de  m'oter  mon  amour  ;  mals  de 
te  le  faire  partager,  et  de  ne  pouvoir  jamais,  a  ce  prix,  me 
pafTer  de  t'aimer.'     Vol.  i.  P.  6q. 


*  LivRE  II.   Elegie  I. 

'  Ecoutez  mes  vers,  6  vous  tous  qui  afiilltfz  ^  la  fete  des 
CJlmpagnes  !  nous  purifions  aujourd'hul  nos  vergers  et  nos 
champs,  fuivant  I'ufage  antique  de  nos  peres,  que  la  traditioil 
nous  a  tranfmis:  viens  Bacchus,  que  la  grappe  deja  m\irc 
pende  aux  cornes  facrees,  figne  de  ta  puiirance  •,  et  toi,  Ceres, 
couronne  ta  tete  d'epis  ;  que  la  terre  fe  repofe  en  ce  jour  j 
que  le  laboureur  auffi  fe  repofe  ;  qu'il  laifle  oilif  le  pefant  foe 
et  decouple  fes  bocufs  fatigues :  ils  doivent  repaitre  abon- 
damment  dans  leurs  ctablcs,  fans  que  leurs  fronts  couronncs 
de  fleurs,  puiflent  etre  attaches  au  joug  :  c'eft  de  la  fete  feule 
qu'il  faut  s'occuper  aujourd'hui:  que  la  diligente  fileufe  fe 
garde  bien  de  toucher  a  fes  fufsaux.     Vous  qui,  la  nuit  der- 


<  *  M.  de  Longchamps  a  tinduit  "  <]ue  trois  foi?  Ic  jet  dc  ta  falivc  nccompagne 
ces  parnlcs  trois  lois  arliculiff''-."  II  y  a,  en  etlct,  dun?  le  latin,  crachc  trois  I'ois  ; 
et  plus  d'un  tradiirtcur  a  corit  de  tii6m(;.  M.  di"  Longch^m^  appuyc  la  vcrfion 
dans  fes  not<">,  en  clilimt,  que  le  cracliement  troii  I'ois  ri^p^te,  ^'tait  ablblumoiit 
n<-ccf('airc  dans  les  cncliantcmens,  et  ne  s'oubliait  jamais.  Quand  tuul  cchi 
Ifcrait  inconteltablc,  je  eroix  qu'il  vaudrait  niicux  ^'tro  inexa<^  en  I'ranfais,  que 
d'etre  de^oOtant ;  I'auf  i  indiqucr  ea  note  cette  lijjfcre  infidi-lit^.'' 

Who,  without  a  finilc,  can  road  this  apology  ?  An  infidelity  is  committed,  to 
iijde  an  indclieaaj" ;   and  a  I'ormal  note  is  annexed,  to  exjjhuu  it. 

N  n  2  nicire, 
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nierc,  avez  facrife  a  TAmour  et  gouie  fes  plaifiis,  fuyc7, 
€!oigncz-v.ous  des  autels:  la  chaftete  plait  aux  Dicux  :  \c\\t7.f 
o  vous  dont  ks  mains  et  Ics  vetemens  font  purs  ;  venez  puifer 
Teau  des  fontaines  pour  uos  lu{lrution3  religteufcs. 

*  Voyez  comme  I'agneau  facie  s'avance  a  I'autel,  ou  deja 
brille  le  feu  du  facrifice  I  voyez  cette  troupe  imiocente  qui  le 
fuir,  les  cheveux  ceints  d'olivier  !  Dieux  de  la  patrie!  nous 
purifions  nrs  champs  et  ncs  pafteurs.  M.iis,  vous,  sjartez 
tous  les  maux  de  nos  contie  s  paifibles !  qu'une  nioidbn 
tronipeufe  d'herbes  voraces,  ne  dctruife  pas  la  vraie  et  feconde 
TnoiiTon  !  que  la  brebis  tardive. et  tiniide  ne  craigne  plus  IfS 
loups  vigilans  et  fanguinaires  ?  que  le  laboureur,  fatisfait  du 
fruit  de  fes  travaux,  et  rafTure  par  Tabondance,  n'epargne  pas 
le  bois  dans  fon  foyer  ruflique  !  qu'uue  troupe  de  lendres  en- 
faii'!,  gage  afline  de  Taifance  des  colons,  folatre  et  drefle  au- 
tour  de  nos  chaumieres  le  frcle  edifice  de  fes  jeu:i. .  .  Je 
demande  au  ciel  ces  profperitic-; ;  il  nous  les  pvomet :  ne 
voyez-vous  pas  comme  les  heureufcs  palpitiitlons  de.la  viclime 
tt  fes  entraillcs  favorables,  nous  annonccnt  la  bienveillance 
des  immortels?  Apportez-nioi  maintcnant  Ic  F.ilemefumeux  ; 
qOe  le  Chio  le  plus  vieux  nous  foit  fervi  a  rinllant.  Ce-s- 
trronsavec  du  vin  cet  heureux  jour :  faut-il  rougir,  dans  une 
fete,  d'avoir  le  vifage  enlumii'.e,  et  de  chanceler  quelquc3  pas? 
Mais  que  chacun,  en  vuidant  fa  coupe,  roflVe  a  mon  hercs. 
Mefl'ala  eft  abfent ;  que  nos  difcours  r.ippellcnt  fans  cefle  du 
moins  fon  nom  \ 

•  -    '  Meflala,   illuftre  vainqueur  de  TAquitaine,  je  chante  tcs 

'ttiomphes  et  ta  gloife  qui  furpslFe  celle  de  ttj  plus  te'lebrcs 
ayeux  :  viens  toi-meme-,  infpire  nioi  ces  vers  fairs  pour  ex- 
primer  notfe  ^reconnaifiance  aux  divinites  des  laboureurs  :  je 

'chante  ks  campagnes  et  ki:rs  protecteurs  champctres  ;  ces 
dieux  ventrabks  ont  apprjs  a  nos  pcrcs  a  valTafier  kur  faim 
par  une  nouriirure  plus  agreaok  et  plus  laine  que  les  glands 
de  nos  chenes  ;  ils  kur  ont  enfeignc  k'S  premiers  a  couvrir 
-Icurs -frelei  cabanes  avec  quelquc!:.  kgeres  folives,  enlace.s 
•<run  chaume  recouvert  de  feuillage  :  ce  font  eux  qui  foumi- 
rent  au  joug  ks  flers  taureaux  et  ajouicrent  des  roues  aux 
charriots.  Alors  on  dedaigna  les  fruits  fauvages  :  le  pommicr 
tut  grefte":  les  jardins  recurent  des  arrofcmens  ferciks  et  de- 
vrnrgnt  feconds  :  alors  la  gJappe  dor«:"  cxprinia  fous  les  picds 

■qui  la  fouitrcnt,  uu  vLn  dclicieax  ;  ct  leau.qu'on  y  inela 
bientot  I'adourit  et  Ic  reiulit  ixioins  redantabje  a  la  fobricte  : 
on  fut  recueilllr  les  moiflbns  cHaque  annee,  lo.rfque  la  tenc 
ccmmenca  a  dcpouilkr  fa  verdure  delTecliej  par  raltre  du 
feu  ;  et-  i'aii'  oftrit  a  Tabeinc  kgere  un  iieu  fur  pour  y  con- 
ilruire  les  celktles  ou  elk  dVpofc  ce  miel  dciicieux  qu'cllc  va 

'Cucillir  fur  le's  fkurs.     Le  laboureur  raflafe  de  travail,  apprit 

a  char- 
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n  charmer  le  temps  et  la  fatigue,  en  cTdnnarit  i  fes  fredons 
ruftiques  une  certnlne  mefure  :  apres  foil  repas,  H  iiiodula  fur 
ftis  pipeaux  la  chaufon  qu'il  pieparait'  pour  fes  dieux  tur^- 
laires. 

*  Infpire  par  tot,  o  Bacchus!  Tagriculteur  barbowille  de  He 
commen^;\  a  former  fans  art  iles  danfes  fimples  cornme  lui ;  il 
choifit  le  chef  de  fon  nombreux  troupeau,  le  bouc  lafclf  pour 
t'en  f.iire  un  fa(  rifice  memorable.  L'innocent  enfant  treffa  la 
premiere  couronne  de  fleurs  pour  orner  fes  liares.  La 
blanche  brebis  fut  depouillee  de  fa  tolfon  pour  preparer  de 
I'ouvrage  aiix  jeunes  bergeres.  De  la  les  travaux  des  femmes 
qui  chargerent  de  laine  leurs  quenouilles,  et  apprirent  a  tour- 
ner  dans  leurs  doigts  de  legcrs  fufeaux  :  bicntot  une  ouvriere 
laborieufe  chanta  les  bienfaits  de  Adinerve,  en  ourdiilant  la 
toile,  et  la  navette  courut  eu  cadence  entre  la  chaine  entr'ou- 
verre.  -;:  ^..^  _■.,.". 

*  On  dit  que  I'Amour  lui  meme  eft  ne  dans  les  cnafnps  nu 
milieu  des  troupeaux  et  des  cavales  Indomptees.  C'e(l-la  qu'  il 
s'exerca  a  manier  Tare  dont  les  dieux  I'avaicnt  arrr.e.  Ah! 
qui  fait  mieux  que  moi  combien  il  ell  devenu  favant  dans  cet 
art?  Ce  n'eft  plus  comme  autrefois,  fur  les  troupeaux  qu'il 
lance  fes  fleches:  c'ell  vous,  jeunes  filles,  qu'il  fe  plan  a  viler; 
c'eft  vous,  hers  gucrriers,  qu'il  aime  a  dompter.  L'Amour 
bief!"',  et  les  richeOes  du  jeune  homme  difparailTein,  et  le 
vici'lard  profere  des  paroles  dont  il  devrait  rougir  devant  une 
porte  qu'on  lui  ferme  avec  dedain.  L'Amour  commandc,  cC 
la  jeune  fiile  trompe  tons  fes  furveillans  endormis:  clle  fran- 
cliit  les  portes,  et  vole  feule  au  milieu  de  la  nuit  dans  les  bras 
dc  fon  amant ;  quelquefois  fufpendnc  par  la  craintc,  cllc  s'ar- 
Tcte.  .  .  .  elle  eproiive  (fuii  pied  timide  le  terrain  ou  elle  s'en- 
gage  ;  fes  mains  tatonnent,  embraifent  les  tCiiebrcs  corame 
pour  lui  frayer  un  cheniin.  .  .  Ah  !  qu'i  s  font  malheurtMiX 
ceux  que  TAmour  tourmente  !  mais  qu'il  efl  fortune  I'amant 
a  qui  CC  dieu  daigne  fourire  ! 

*  Viens,  6  divin  Amour,  viens  a  nos  rcjouiflances  rcligicu- 
fes,  mais  demote  tcs  armes  ;  .  .  Loin  .  .  .  loin  de  nous  tes 
flambeaux  ardens  ;  vous  chantez  ce  dieu  fi  puiflant :  invo- 
quez.-Ie  auffi  pour  vos  troupeaux  :  prions- le  tout  haut  jiour 
nos  brebis  ;  mais  pour  nous,  adreffbns  lui  des  fupplications  fc* 
cretes.  Nous  pouvons  au  rclte  le  pricr  tout  \\^X  \  car  U 
foule  briivante,  cniv.c:;  de  fes  jeux,  n'cntcndra  pas  nos  pricres. 
La  trompette  Phrygicnne  lui  deiobera  nos  vcei»x.  .  .  .  c e  c- 
•brez  la  tete,  6  vous  tons  qui  eres  ici :  dcja  la  nuit  attelie  Ion 
char,  et  les  etoiles  brillautes  fuivent  leur  mere  en  formant  des 
concerts  harmonieux.  fiienfot  le  fommcil  fiiencieux  arrive 
planant  fur  fes  aiics  fombres,  et  les  fon^jcs  iucsrtains  vout 
•s'empaier  de  nou$.*     Vol.  ii.  p.  7^. 

N  ij  3  Of 
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Of  the  author's  refearches  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 
they  abound  with  entertaining  and  illuftrative  remarks.  What 
has  been  faid  on  the  tranflation  of  TlhuLlus  will  apply  in  ge- 
neral to  that  of   'Johannes  Sccundits. 

The  tales  and  novels  of  whith  the  third  volume  confifts, 
are  in  the  fame  fpirit  and  ftjle  as  the  relL 


Statijiique  EUmenta'irey  ou  EJfai  fur  I'Etai  gcographiquey  pkyji- 

que  ei  politique  de  la  Sidlje^  Ouvfage  conlacrc  a  I  Injiru£iion 

de  la  yciinelJe.     Par  F.  J.  Dinand,  Alinljlre  du  St.  Evan" 

gile.,  Frojefj'eur  Ordinaire  dans  i^ Academic  de  Laiifanney  i^c 

..  iffc..     Laufanne. 

J^  Statijtkal  Account  of  Switzerland^  treated  geographically, 
phyjlcally^  and  ■politically^  for  the  Injiru^ion  of  Teuth.  By 
F.  f.  Durandy  Afinijhr  of  the  Gojpel.^  Profcffor  in  the  Aca- 
demy of  Laufanne^  &c,  &c.  4  Vols.  ^vo.  l6s.  feivcd,. 
Imported  by  De  BofFe.     1796. 

A  CCOUNTS  of  countries,  given  In  the  ftatidical  method > 
■^^  are  undoubtedly  bed  adapted  to  convey  accurate  infor- 
mation, and  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  elementary  inftru61Ion. 
• — The  defcription  of  Scotland,  which  was  publifhed  in  this 
form  a  few  years  fince  by  Sir  John  Sinclair,  has  defervedly 
received  confiderable  approbation.  "We  are  pleafed  to  behold  a 
fimilar  plan  adopted  by  the  refpetiable  and  intelligent  writer 
of  thefe  volumes.  The  language  in  which  they  are  compofed 
ynuft  be  allowed  to  be  very  appropriately  explicit ;  and  the 
Swifs  Cantons,  from  their  geographical  pofition,  and  their  pe- 
culiar political  and  moral  relations  to  the  prefent  flate' of  Eu- 
rope, rend'^r  fuch  a  delineation  much  more  extenlively  inter- 
eiiing,  than  merely  to  the  patriotifm  of  the  author's  native 

foil.. 

,.  JVI.  Durand  commences  a  fenfible  introduclion  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  term  lajlatifiinue  is  yet  fcarcely  naturalifed  in 
the  French  language  :  and  he  defines  it  to  mean  the  fcience  or 
knowledge  of  the  Itate  of  countries  in  general.  It  would,  how- 
ever, in  our  opinion,  have  better  fuited  his  purpofe  to  have 
denned  the  term  as  expreflive  of  an  acquaintance  with,  the 
liatc  of  countries  in  the  detail;  he  then  proceeds  to  the  fol-r 
lowing  enumeration  of  the  various  branches  of  inquiry  necef- 
fary  to  be  purfued  in  the  acquifition  of  this  knowledge — 

'  To  be  well  acquainted  with  a  country,  it  is  in  the  firfl 
place  requifite  to  afceitain  its  extent  by  the  moH.,  accurate 
jneafurement :  and  this  is  \vhatmay  be  called  iht  mathematical 
pait  of  a  ftatiitical  account. 

*It  is  then  proper  to  confider  the  relative  pofition  of  a  coun- 

■-  ,  try, 
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try,  to  examine  if  its  provinces  are  divided"  frofn  or  united 
to  eacli  other,  and  whether  they  are  fituated  near  or  at  a  di- 
ilance  from  the  Tea.  Thefc  various  circumjlances,  which  Iiave 
an  inevitable  influence  on  the  political  conflltution  of  a  ftate, 
on  its  flrength  or  weaknefs,  on  its  refources,  and  conneclious 
with  its  neighbours,  may  be  placed  in  the  topographlcul  de- 
partment. 

*  The  phyfical  pre<licament  of  a  country  is  of  flill  fuperior 
importance.  Cicero  is  known  to  have  attributed  tiie  genius 
and  chara£leri{lic  vivacity  of  the  Athenians  to  the  purity  and 
falubrity  of  the  air  of  yJttica,  -and  the  clownilh  duhiefs  of  the 
Thebans,  to  the  foggy  weight  of  the  Boeotian  atmofphere. 
The  fame  opinion  is  corroborated  by  Horace  ;  and  Montef- 
quieu,  in  defcaniing  on  the  various  influences  which  form  the 
characters  and  the  laws  of  diflerent  nations,  regards  that  of 
climate  as  the  principal.  Suppofe,  for  example,  that  the 
Knglifli  people  were  placed  in  the  icy  regions  of  Lapland,  or 
among  the  burning  fands  of  Africa,  would  they  then  be  able 
to  take  fo  confpicuous  a  part  in  tlie  tranfa6lions  of  the  world? 
It  is  therefore  neceifary  to  conuder  the  atmofphere'of  a  coun- 
try, its  mountains,  its  plains,  and  the  nature'  of  'Its  foil,  the* 
llreams  by  which  that  foil  is  watered,  and  the  animal,  vggeta-^ 
ble,  and  mineral  produ6lions  it  is  found  to  contain.  Thefe  ar-' 
tides  of  inouivy  conftitute  the  phyfcal  ^^xt  of  a  llatlftical  de- 
Icrlption.  f 

'  It  is  finally  an  indifpenfable  tafk  to  follow  tliefe  in- 
quiries by  an  inveftigation  of  the  form  and  fplrit  of  the  go- 
vernment of  a  country,  whether  civil,  military,  oV  ecclefuf- 
tical,  to  explore  the  fources  of  its  profperlty,  fuch  ks  it§  agri- 
culture, its  manufaclures,  and  its  commerce,  and  to '  give 
fome  account  of  its  revenues,  and  of  its  expenditure.-^— I'his 
may  be  denominated  i\\t  political  part* 

Such,  according  to  our  author,  are  the  efl'ential  parts  of 
2  proper  llatlflical  account.  Vt^e  agree  with  his  divifions, 
and  think  them  both  pertinent  and  ufeful ;  but  the  philoib- 
phy  and  the  arguments  of  M.  Durand  do  not  appear  to  huve 
much  depth  or  acutcnefs.  To  intimate  that  llngliihmcp,  if 
they  were  Laplanders  or  Africans,  would  not  a,ci;  Jikc  Eng- 
lirnmen  is  furely  very  feeble,  and  docs  not  lead  one  Rep  In  dif- 
culling  the  great  quelllon  concerning  the  ii)fl.ue.iu.e  of  climate 
on  the  human  charad^er.  The  tcilimonies  of  .Ciccro  and  of 
Horace  have  little  weight  in  the  fcale.  Such  beau:<-ct{>rhs  might 
be  expected  to  think  and  to  fpeak  of  dulncfs  w(tli  all  the  fen- 
fibilities  of  antipathy  :  but  their  furprlfc  at  the  clFecl:  muil 
evidently  have  been  greater  than  their  endeavours  to  give  a 
philofophical  folution  of  the  caufe. — Montefquieu,  who  was 
likely   to  be  more  profound  (at  leaft  in  fuch  difquifitions) 

N  n  .;,  than 
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than  either  the  orator  or  the  poet,  has  by  no  means  given  fa* 
ttsfa£lion  on  the  fubje£l :  the  manner  in  which  he  difcuffcs 
it,  affords  an  almoft  unlimited  fcope  to  the  operation  of  phy- 
fical  circumft'.inces,  and  admits  of  little  or  no  allufion  to  the 
many  and  ftrong  moral  influences,  of  which  the  intellect  of 
man,  as  diftinguiHied  from  other  animals,  renders  him  pecu- 
liarly fufceptible.  We  have  frequently  regretted  to  perceive,  ia 
the  works  of  fome  of  the  moft.  amiable  and  ingenious  among 
the  French  philofophi^rs,  a  ftrong  bias  to  the  doctrines  of 
materialifm  —  doctrines  which  tend  to  fap  the  noble  fabric  of 
the  moral  fyfiem,  and  to  place  the  rational  labours  of  the  le- 
giflator  in  a  degrading  fubferviency  to  the  hot  or  the  cold 
temperature  of  climate. 

We  fball  now  return  to  our  author's  defcriptlons,  which 
:iTe  more  entertaining  than  his  reflections.  The  lakes,  the 
Alps,  and  all  the  interefting  parts  of  Swifs  fcenery,  are  agreeably 
delineated  ;  and  many  traits  in  provincial  hillory,  gready  to 
♦he  honour  of  the  Helvetic  character,  are  occafionally  noticed. 
Among  other  curious  particulars  in  the  natural  hiftory  of 
Switzerland,  the  author  gives  an  account  of  th.t  gotttes  and 
the  Cretins,  which  we  wifh  our  limits  would  permit  us  to  ex- 
tract. It  is  faid  that  the  preternatural  fwellingat  the  throat, 
that  gives  the  appellation  to  the  former,  varies  in  fize  from 
the  bignefs  of  a  walnur  to  that  of  a  loaf;  —  that  fome  hang 
concatenated  like  a  ftring  of  beads,  and  that  others  are  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs. 

M.  Durand  recapitulates  the  various  notions  entertained 
by  travellers  and  others,  with  refpe61:  to  this  phenomenon, 
and,  we  think  with  reafon,  fubfcribes  to  the  opinion  by 
which  it  is  aflerted  to  proceed  from  the  hot  and  moift  tem- 
perament of  the  valleys  where  the  goitres  are  found. 

The  Crt-thSi  idiots  who  exhibit  the  human  form  in  a  moft 
deplorable  ftate  of  irabeciillty,  happily^  as  our  author  obferves, 
do  not  propagate  themfeives.  One  is  frequently  born  in  a^- 
family  of  half  a  dozen  children,  the  reft  of  whom  have  gene- 
rally full  health  and  faculties.  M.  Durand  relates,  as  a  faft, 
that  the  Cretins  are  treated  v/lth  a  fuperftitious  regard  ;  and 
that  in  fome  families  a  child  of  this  defcription  is  valued  more 
than  the  other  children,  under  the  idea  that  it  is  a  medium 
of  tutelary  protection. — This  kind  of  fuperitition  is  known  to 
prevail  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  procures  refpe£l  to 
idlotifrn  in  fome  countries  where  a  defpotic  and  favage  policy 
fports  freely  with  the  ufeful  life  of  man  ! 

The  induftry  of  philofophers  has  not  yet  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  any  local  caufe  to  which  the  idiocy  peculiar  to  the  Cn- 
tiits  can  be  'jslaufibly  affigned. 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  this  work,  the  author  gives  an  in- 
terefting 
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tercfting  account  of  the  military  eftablifhment  of  Switzerland. 
—7  he  Swifs  are  calculated  to  have  tweoty-one  regiments  of 
infantry,  which,  together  with  corps  of  chaffeurs,  artillery, 
&c.  amount  to  a  force  of  55,782  men.— -Every  young  man, 
who  is  neither  a  tnagiflrate  nor  an  ecclefiaftic,  is  obliged  to 
enter  into  the  fervice  from  the  age  of  fix  teen  to  fix  t  y  five.— 
During  peace  there  is  no  general;  but  in  time  of  war  one  is 
appointed  to  command  the  whole  force  of  the  republic. 

The  mercenary  manner  in  wflich  a  part  of  this  force  has 
often  been  employed  in  the  troubles  of  Europe,  perhaps  de- 
tracts in  /ome  degree  from  the  amiable  fimplicity  of  the  Swifs 
characSter  :  but  this  topic  we  leave  to  moralitls,  being  un- 
willing to  hurt  the  patriotic  feelings  of  an  author  who  has 
given  us  much  entertainment  aad  information,  and  whofe 
work  deferves  to  be  recommeiided  to  general  perufal. 


.  1.-1. .■))■;  f- 

Uiber  die  Schnve'1%  unci  die  Sehzc'iezer.     Erfler  Theily   1 795 — ■ 
Ziveitcr  "Theily  1796.     %vd.     Berlin. 

On  Sivit7.er!and  and  the  Swifs.   2  Vols.  %vo.  Sj.  Si-jued.     Im« 
ported  by  Efcher.     J  797. 

HP  HE  acute  and  fenfible  author  of  rhefe  letters  profeiTes  tt^ 
give  in  them  a  faithful  pidlure  of  his  fub)re6t  ^  and  a§,  in.- 
the  volumes  before  us,  his  attention  is  dire£led  to  German 
Switzerland,  flatters  hlmfelf  that  in  thus  communicating  the 
refult  of  his  travels,  he  fliall  fubferve  the  moral  interefls  of 
tliat  country  and  his  own. 

Early  imprefTions  on  the  mind  from  diverfity  of  objefls, 
tlie  aflbciation  of  ideas  thence  formed,  and  the  habits  fuperin- 
duced  upon  them, — even,  independent  of  original  charaiTter — • 
would  render  the  reprefentations  of  the  fame  country  and 
people  very  different  from  different  obfervers.  After  all 
therefore  that  has  been  written  on  Switzerland  and  the  Swifs, 
it  will  not  be  furprifing  that  this  v»'riter  Ihould  exhibit  his 
fubjedl  in  new  and  interefling  lights  ;  efpecially  as  the  ulti- 
mate objefl  of  his  writing  is  not  cafual  amufcmem,  but  really 
and  morally  to  improve. 

There  is. not  a  letter  In  thefc  two  little  volumes  which 
might  not  be  cited  to  advantage.  We  will  confine  ourfelves, 
however,  to  two  extracts,  and  give  them  in  the  original,  as 
the  whole,  we  are  perfuaded,  will  be  fpeedily  tranfiatcd  ;  and 
that  the  many  who  now,  we  add  with  pleafure,  read  Gi.-vman 
amongft  us,  may  judge  of  the  ftyle  and  fpirit  of  the  author. 

In  his  account  of  the  Schzvytz  Canton^  the  manners  of 
which  are  dcfcribed  as  fimple  and  uncorrupted,  and  its  cha- 
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rafter  manly,  upright,  and  dignified,  he  takes  occafion  to  ex- 
prefs  his  furprife  that  the  mercenary  fyjtem  Ihould  have  foot- 
ing within  it. 

''  *  Was  mir  hier  nicht  gefallt,  ift,  dafs  das  Landvolk,  an- 
geflekt  von  dem  Beifpiel  der  ariftokratifchen  Kantone,  den 
fremden    Kriegsdienft    haufiger   fucht   als    es   follte.      Wie 
kann  doch  der  freigeborene  Mann  diefes  Kaniorts   zu  dem 
unwiirdigen  Entfchlufs  kommen,  den   geliebcen   Boden  des 
Vaterlandes    zu   verlaflen ;    Vatcr,    Mutter,    Geliebte    und 
Freund  2U  verlaflen,   um   unter  der  Mufkete   dem   Willen 
eines  fremdem  Defpoten  zu  gehorchen  ? — Wie  kann  er  das 
unfchazbare  Gut,  das  feine   Vater  ihm  mit  ihrem  Blut  er- 
kauft   haben,    auf  eine    fo    niedrige,    verarhtliche    Art   feit 
bieten  ?  Aber  es  giebt  einen  Gott,  den  die  Europder  mit  aller 
Inbrunll  der  AbgOtterei  verehren.    Die  Spanier  fchicken  ihre 
Flotten  in  die  entfernteften  Weittheile,  um  diefer)  Gott  zu 
fieh  zu  Ziehen  ;  und  damit  dieEingeborneii  iiber  keinen  Raub 
tbgen  follen,.  geben   fie  ihnen   etwas  dafiir,  daS   fie  theurer 
lialten  als  alles,  ihr  Chriftenthum. — Die  EngKiuder,  frei,  und 
von  gewilTen  Gefiihlen  von   Grofsmuth  befeelt,  fo  lange  fie 
lich  in  ihrem  Vaterlandebefinden,verge{ren das  Wort  Freihei!:, 
vergeffen  und  entehren  alle  Gefiihle  der  Menfchheit,  wenn  fie 
fich  der  verderblichen  Sphare  nahfrn,  wo  diefe  Gottheit  thront. 
tJort  find  fie  T^rannen,  Defpoten.     jMillionen  ihrer  Brudcr 
werden  ins  Joch  der  Sclaverei  gefpannt,  Millionem  werden 
gemordet. — Die  Deutfchen,  noch  nicht  ganz  reif  fiir  folche 
eminente  Lader,  begniigen  fich  vor  der  Hand,  die  Speichel- 
iecker  jener  Rauber  und  Mordcr  zu  feyn. — Und  diefe  Gottes- 
lafterung,  diefes  Rauben,  diefes  Morden,    diefes   Heucheh>, 
<nes  alles  ift  Verehrung  des  Gottes.  den  man  Gold  nennt.  In 
ic^nz  Europa  hat  er  fcine  Tempel,   diefer  Gotze  ;   aber  feia 
oanktuarium  hat  er   in  der  Schweiz  !-— — Fragen    Sie   mich 
noch:   Warum  der  Schu-cizer  feine  Freiheit  infviruen  Landen 
fell  tragt  ?— — ^*     VoL  iiv>.-i74. 

*  Der  Kanton  Schwyz— wie  ich  Ihnen  fchon  oben  gefagt 
babe — hat  fehr  hohe  Berge.  Unter  diefen  ist  auch  das 
groffc  und  weitliiuftige  Gebirg,  das  fich  drei  Stunden  weit 
?:wifchen  dem  Lucerner  und  Lauerzer  See  erftrekt,  der  Rugi 
Berg.  An  dem  Fufie  diefes  mit  Alpen  und  Waldungen  be- 
feleideten  Bergs  liegt  die  ehrwiirdige  Republik  Gerfaii.  Der 
einzige  Flecken  diefes  Namens,  fammt  einigen  um  demfel- 
ben  zerftreut  licgenden  Haufern,  bilden  den  ganzen  Staat. 
Aile  auf  Gerfiiuifi.hem  Boden  wohnenden  Menfchen  b^-tragen 
zwifchcn  900  und  TOCO  aufs  hochfte  gerechnet.  Die  dazu 
gehorige  Landfchaft,  die  aus  fehr  guten  Wiefen  nud  Alpen 
beilehtj  wird  mit  vielenx  Fieifs  und  Thiuigkeit  benuzt.   Man 
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Ivat  Milch,  Butter,  Kafe,  Friichte,  das  belle  Obfl;,  Holz  Und 
andere  BediirfnilTe.     Das  Getreide  wird  gegen  den  Ueberflul';* 
des  einen  oder  andern  dief(;r  Artikel  in  Lucern  eiiigetaufcht. 
Die  Einwohuer  diefes,  in  der  Thatlcleinen,  Freillaats  genief- 
fen  eine  vollkommene  Freiheit.  Ihre  Verfaffung  ift  die  reiulle 
Demokratie.  Die  hochfte  Gewalt  fteht  bei  der  Landsgemeiiide.  . 
Die  Landsgemeinde  ift  das  Organ  des  Voikes.     Jahvlich  id 
eine  grofle  Volksverfammlung,  wo  alle  Burger  von   Gerfau* 
etwa  300  an  der  Zahl,  zufammen  kommen,  die  Wahlen  vor- 
nehmen,  und  iiber  offentliche   Gegenftiinde  berathfchiagen. 
Lachen  Sie  nicht  iiber  diefen  kleineu  Staat.     Er  ift  klein,  aber 
ficher.    Un  petit  etat  eft  plus  fort  qu'un  grand. — Wer  konntc 
diefen  freien  Menfchen  etwas  anhaben  ?  Sie  liegen  mitten  in 
der  Schweiz  ;  haben  den  Vier  Waldftadter  See  vor  fich,  den 
Riigi  Berg  hinter  fich.  Der  Feind  miiflte  erft  die  umliegenden 
Kantone  fich  unterwerfen,  eh'  er  die  Republik  Gerfau  be- 
kiimpfen  konnte. — Solche  Staaten  find  auch  nur  alfdann  la- 
cherlich,  wenn  fie  mehr  fcheinen,  als  feyn  wollen.     Die  Re- 
publik Genf,  mit  einer  Bsvolkerung  von  40,000  Menfchen, 
wird  lacheriich,  wenn  ue  mit  ihrem  National-Convent,  mit 
ihrem  Heils-Ausfchufs,  mit  ihren  Kommitteen,  mit  ihrer  re- 
volutionaren  Regieruiig  u.   f.  w.   fich    zu  einem  lappifchen 
Schattenfpiel    der    franzofifchen   Republik   herabwiirdigt. — 
Wenn  aber  einkleiner  Staat  das  ift,  was  er  ift  ;  wenn  er  nicht 
mehr  feyn  will,  als  er  feyn  kann,  feyn  foil ;  fo  verdient  feinc 
Befcheidenheit,  feine  Beharrlichkeit,  feine  Selbftftandigkeit, 
Unfere  Achtunrr. 

*Diefe  Athtung  verdient  und  genlefstdie  Republik  Gerfau, 

von  einem  Jeden  der  lie  kennt.     Ein  vortrefliches,  biederes^ 

freies  Volk.     Man  rcdet  und  fchreibt  freilich  nicht  fo  ytei 

von  ihm.     Man  kennt  js  nicht  in  einiger  Entfernung;  fejbft 

in  der  Schweiz  kaum.     Aber  es  ift  grofs  in  fciner  eigencn 

Wiirde.     Man  lebt  hier  ruhig  und  gliiklich  ;  mit   fich  \ind 

mit  aller  Welt  in  Frieden.  Die  Gerfauer  haben  keine  Kriege, 

keine  Feinde,  keine  Allianzen,  keine  aufv/artigen  Gefandten, 

keine  Laurer,  keine  Spione,  die  ihr  Gliik  bcobachten,  beneiden, 

\\ni{  ihre  Ruhe  ftoren. — Man  hat  keine  Kammern,  keine  Kom- 

ptiitteen,  keine  SchultheifTen,  keine  Landvogte,  keins  Advoka- 

£en.     Die  Richter  find  ehrliche  Manner,  und  befchiitzen  das 

Eigenthum  und  tlas  Wohl  ihrer  Mitbiirger,  nach  den  Gefet> 

.render  BiUigkeit.     Man  weifs  niches  von  Holland,  England, 

Frankreich,  Spanien,  Indien  und  Amerika.    Man  bedarf  ihrer 

nicht.     Man  kennt  weder  ihren  Luxus,  noch  ihre  Siltenvcr- 

derbtheit. Fragen  Sic  mich,  wo  ich  in  der  Schweiz  am 

liebften  wohnen  niochte  ^  In  Gerfau.  Hier  ift  das  kleine, 
ruhige,  unbemerkte  Flekchen,  das  mir  auf  der  ganzen  weiteti 
Erde  am  fchdnltcu  gefiilU, — Hier,  in  begliikter  Vergeflcnheit 

des 
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des  neidifchen,  undankbareu  TYOfles,  den  Mufen  und  der 
Freundfchaft  fein  Leben  widmen  zu  konnen  ;  welch  ein 
Vorfchmak  des  Himmels  !  Erinrtern  Sie  fich  jener  Zeilen,  die 
£ie  iq  oft  und  mit  fo  viekm  EnthuGasmus  wiederholtcu  ; 

Vivez  pour  pcu  d'amis,  occupez  peu  d'efpace, 

Fakes  dii  bien  I'urtout ;  forrnez  peu  de  projcts,  &:c.  Sec. 

Wollen  Sie  den  piroiTcn  Fond  von  Lebens-pliilofophle,  dei  in 
diefen  wenigen  Worten  zufammengedrhiigt  ift,  in  Ausitbung 
hringen ;  lo  eilea  Sie  hieher,  und  werden  Sie  Biirgdr  zu 
Gerfau  !'  p.  179. 

Who  would  not  be  a  ciilzm  of  Gerfau  ? 

The  author's  pen  on  fome  occafions  is  peculiarly  keen.. 
*'  Maj]cr  IViUlam  Coxe*^  is  more  than  once  introduced;  as  is 
a  right  reverend  earl-y  who  refided  with  the  Pope  as  an  Irijly 
vduntecry  and  vagaried  through  Germany  as  an  Irijh  bi/hcp. 


Herodlan'i  Hiftoricirum  Llhr'i  o^o,  Gro'ce ;  ex  Recmjione  Fr'id. 
j4ug.  IVolju.  Textui  juhjeila  eft  Avgnmentorwn  et  Annorum 
Notatiof  et  pmm'iffa  Notitia  Literaria.     Kalis. 

Jrlerodlan's  Hljhryy  revljcd  by  F.  A.  JVosff^  ivho  has  fuhjom- 
ed  to  the  lext  a  Dejlgnation  of  the  SiibjeC'i  and  toe  Chronolo- 

■  gy^  and  has  prefixed  fome  Remarks  on  the  Life  and  IPritings 
of  the  Author.     In  Jmull  ^vo.     4j.  td.  fewcd.     Imported 

-    by  Efcher.     1796. 

'TpHOUGH  Herodian  Hands  not  in  the  firfl  clafs  of  Greek 
■^  hiftorians,  he  does  not  belong  to  the  lowcft  order ;  and 
his  work  merits  the  attention  of  the  clafhcal  fcholar,  as  a  well- 
written  narrative  of  the  interefting  affairs  of  his  own  times. 
"In  treating  of  the  different  editions  of  this  author's  hiftory, 
M.  Wolff  intimates  his  fufpicion,  that  Aldus  Manutins^  the 
firft.  who  committed  it  to  the  prefs,  made  ufe  of  only  one  ma- 
nufcript  copy  ;  and  he  adds,  that  the  fucceedlug  editors,  to 
the  middle  of  the  prefent  century,  fervilely  copied  his  text, 
with  an  exception  bf  the  learned  H.  Stephanus,  or  Etienne, 
who  made  various  alterations  in  it.  It  has  fince  been  improv- 
ed by  the  examination  of  different  manufcripts. 

There  are  no  annotations  to  this  edition ;  but,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  each  page,  aprogreffive  epitome  of  the  hiftory  is  given. 
This  praifice,  in  our  judgment,  is  preferable  to  the  ufual 
mode  of  publishing  the  Greek  claffics  with  a  regular  i>atin 
verfjon  or  interpretation,  by  which  young  {Indents  are  en- 
couraged in  3  negligent  furvcy  of  "the  text. 

^*.  Wo^ffhas  aot  been  fo  attached  to  his  own  conjedurcs, 

as 
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as  to  incorporate  the  refuit  of  his  tlioughts'wkK  the  text,  yxtit 
lefs  the  alterations  v/ere  fo  well  Tup  ported  by  n\le  and  analogy^ 
as  not  to  difgufl  even  timid  and  fcrupulous  critics.  Nor  liaa 
he  b6en  tempted  to  adopt  the  fuggeftions  of  other  eminent 
fcholars,  in  every  cafe  in  which  he  is  inclined  to  confider  their 
propofed  emendations  as  fatisfa(£lory.  With  regard  to  the  Ai- 
cun^e  which  occur  in  the  text,  and  which  inferior  critics  would 
have  boldly  fupplied,  they  are  only  filled  up  occafionally  by 
the  new  editor,  with  proper  marks  of  dillinftion  ;  and,  ia 
other  parts,  he  has  contented  himfelf  with  pointing  them  out- 

In  the  firft  book,  where  mention  is  made  of  the  change  in 
the  difpofition  of  Commodus,  M.  Wolff  has  adopted  the  read- 
ing, TO  ill  crooipfovy  in  lieu  of  tviv  £tj  aa^pcvw,  a  phrafe  which 
required  the  infcrtion  of  a  noun  to  complete  the  {en{c,  and 
which  therefore  Schottus  and  others  propofed  to  complete  by 
the  introduction  of  ipucriv  or  yva/x»v.  Such  an  addition,  how- 
ever, is  rendered  unneceflary  by  the  ufe  of  the  neuter,  to  crw- 

ifpov. In  the  fecond  book  (chap.  14),  the  editor  defends 

tlie  phrafe  ^ceputarm  eu^xt^uoviavy  and,  though  0xpu;  is  generally 
ufed  in  an  ill  fenfe,  there  are  inftances  of  fuch  an  a:.i;eptatIoix 
of  it  as  will  fuit  this  paflage. —  In  the  following  book  (chap. 
10),  we  meet  with  awfi^tiv,  which  Stephanus  recommended 
inltead  of  aM.vv,  and  which  Pohtian,  from  his  tranllation  of 
this  part,  mult  have  confidered  as  the  true  reading. — A 
paiTage  at  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  book,  wliich  had  exercifed 
without  effedl  the  fagacity  of  feveral  critics,  we  here  find  in  a 
luminous  ftate.  We  allude  to  the  words,  tu  re  oToacr^i  uvtm 
rBTpu/^oiixBViSy  which  arc  fubflituted  for  ruTsaTi  damrn  tk  aviui 
r£ri.ux.ioixsvii.  Whether  M.  Vi^'cllFIs  indebted  to  a  manufcripc 
for  this  alteration,  or  to  his  own  coiijeftures,  we  are  not  in- 
formed.—  In  the  remainder  of  the  volume,  we  obferve  (book 
V.  chap.  4)  a  modell  neglect:  of  fubftituting  ^Etrra  (which, 
he  thinks,  would  be  an  improvement)  for  /wcya ;  an  intro- 
du£\lon  oi  TTpoiiiJi  for  'jr^oetai  (book  vi.  chap.  9)  ;  a  retention 
of  ovK  before  oXiysf,  book  vii.  chap,  i),  though  he  is,' on 
llrong  grounds,  inclined  to  ouAit  the  negative;  an  infertlon  of 
•na^appn  for  vrffi^pu  (bool;  vili.  chap.  2},  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  former  editors  ;  and  (near  the  cohclufiori  of  the 
hlflory)  a  continuance  of  eKino  after  «9ro^cj(r9e(Ev,  rather  than 
tKuvoi,.  the  adoption  of  which  v/ould,  in  our  opinion,  be  a  real 
emendation. 

The  general  accuracy  of  this  edition  is  worlliy  of  prialfe ; 
and,  though  many  of  the  inftruftors  of  youth  will  object  to 
the  abfeuce  of  notes  and  of  a  complete  interpretation,  it  is  fiill 
adapted  to  th(*  ufc  of  fchowUj  as  well  ii  of  private  readers.^ 
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/l:/axinreSf  Peufees,  Catncfh-es  .et  Anecdotes.  Par  NicclaS 
Chamfovt^  lat  dcs  ^wnmte  dc  rJcadtmle  Fran^aife^  Pre- 
'ddcs  d'une  Notice  fur  fa  Fie.     Paris. 

2faxim'!y  Thoughts,  Chara^ers^  and  Anecdotes ,  By  Nicolas 
Chamforty  one  of  the  Members  of  the  French  Academy.  To 
zuhich  are  prefixed.  Particulars  of  his  Life.  Zvo.  6s.  fewed. 
De  BofFe.     1796. 

/^'HAMFORT  was  a  rfian  of  genius,  but  low  origin.  He 
^-^  lived  with  the  great,  and  pofTcfled  the  virtues  of  a  repub-' 
lican,  though  mingled  with  their  vices.  Under  the  tyranny 
of  Robefpierre,  he  experienced  that  treatment  which  a  man 
might  expeft,  whofe  friends  were  Thomas,  Condorcet,  Sieyes, 
Laroche,  Selis,  Bitaubc.  His  papers,  after  his  death,  af- 
forded materials  for  the  prefent  volume,  which  amufes  by  an- 
ecdotes of  many  known  charafters  under  the  old  government 
of  France,  and  inflirutls  by  the  originality  of  the  maxims  and 
thoughts.  At  times  the  autlior  faw  his  fpecies  in  too  bad  a 
light ;  and  confequently  his  maxims  partake  more  of  fatire  on 
the  manners  of  France,  than  of  truth  drawn  from  the  real 
nature  of  man.  From  a  few  fpecimens  colledted  from  various 
parts  of  the  book,  the  reader  may  form  a  good  opinion  of  the 
writer. 

*  The  world  is  fometimes  guilty  of  a  llrange  kind  of  rea- 
foning.  A  man  was  not  permitted  once  to  be  witnefs  in  fa- 
vour of  another-,  and  the  objection  ^^'as,  "  He  is  your  friend." 
*'  To  be  fure,"  the  man  replies,  "  he  is  my  friend,  becaufe 
the  good  which  I  fay  of  him  is  true ;  he  is  exa6lly  as  I  de- 
fcribe  him.  You  lake  the  caufe  for  the  efFe£l,  and  the  ef- 
fect for  the  caufe.  Why,  do  you  fuppofe  that  1  fpeak  well 
of  him  becaufe  he  is  my  friend  .''  and  why  do  you  not  rather 
fuppofe  that  he  is  my  friend,  becaufe  he  is  a  good  man  .'*" 

'  The  greater  part  of  the  nobility  recall  to  your  mind  the 
memory  of  their  anceflors,  jult  as  the  Ciceronis  of  Italy  do 
that  of  Cicero. 

*  What  is  a  philofopher  ^.  A  man  who  oppofes  nature  to 
law,  reafon  to  cuftom,  his  confcience  to  opinion,  and  his 
judgment  to  error. 

*  The  world,  it  is  faid,  cannot  be  known  by  books.  But 
the  reafon  has  not  been  given.  Here  it  is.  The  knowledge 
of  the  world  refults  from  a  thoufand  nice  obfervations,  which 
our  felf-love  does  not  permit  us  to  truft  to  any  one,  even  to 
our  bell  friend.  We  are  afraid  to  fhow  that  we  are  like  men 
employed  about  trifles,  although  thefe  trifles  are  very  impor- 
tant to  the  fuccefs  of  the  greateft  affairs. 

*  Barrillers  and  judges  are  juft  as  much  acquainted  with  the 

court 
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court  and  its  Iriterefts,  as  fcholars  who  have  got  an  exeat,  and 
have  dined  out  of  college,  know  of  the  world. 

'  Society  is  compofed  of  two  great  clafTes  ;  —  of  thofe  who 
have  better  dinners  than  appetites,  and  of  thofe  who  have 
better  appetites  than^ dinners. 

*  Suppofe  twenty  men  of  honour  to  be  all  acquainted  with, 
and  to  efteem  a  man  of  acknowledged  merit,  fuch  as  Dorilas, 
for  example  :  when  you  praife  and  boall  of  his  virtues  and  ta- 
lents, let  them  all  exprefs  the  fame  opinion  of  his  virtues  and 
talents.  Suppofe  one  of  the  by- (landers  to  put  in  a  word — - 
"  What  a  pity  it  is  that  Dorilas  fhould  have  fo  little  fortune  !" 
"  What  do  you  mean?"  fays  another.  "  His  modelly  only 
makes  him  live  without  luxury.  Do  you  know  that  he  has  a 
thoufand  a  year  ?" — "  Indeed !" — *'  Be  fure  of  it.  I  have  proofs 
of  it." — Now  let  this  man  of  merit  appear,  and  let  him  com- 
pare the  reception  he  meets  with  from  this  company,  with  that 
which  he  had  the  day  before.  Dorilas  has  done  this :  he  made 
the  comparifon,  and  it  excited  a  figh.  But  there  was  in  this 
company  one  man,  whofe  treatment  of  him  was  the  fame. 
"  One  in  twenty,"  fays  the  philofopher  :  "  that's  enough." 

*  Nature  never  faid,  "  Be  not  poor  •,"  ftill  lefs,  "  Be  not 
rich  ;"  but  it  cries  aloud  to  me  be  independent. 

'  There  are  few  benefa£lors  who  do  not  fay,  SI  cadetis  ado- 
ravens  me. 

*  Nobility,  fay  the  nobles,  is  an  intermediate  body  between 
the  king  and  people.  Yes  !  as  a  beagle  is  between  the  huntf- 
man  and  the  hare. 

*  A  friend  of  the  abbe  de  Lille,  hearing  him  read  his  tranf- 
lation  of  the  Georgics,  fays  to  him,  "  That's  excellent !  you 
may  be  fure  of  the  firft  living  in  Virgil's  gift." 

'  I  afkcd  Mr.  ■ one  day  how  he  could  pofflbly  rcfufe 

fo  good  a  match.  "  I  would  not  marry,"  fays  he,  *'  for 
fear  of  having  a  fon  like  myfelf."  I  was  a  little  fcartled  at 
this,  as  he  is  a  very  refpedlable  nian  '*  Aye,"  lays  he,  "  aye, 
for  fear  of  having  a  ion,  who,  being  poor  like  his  father, 
would  neither  lye,  flatter,  nor  cringe,  and  confcquenlly  mud 
undergo  the  fame  trials  as  myfelf." 

Hijiolrc  d^nn  Orphclin;  ou  ks  Enchaincmens  de  la  Vie.    Koman^ 
traduit  de  Aliemartd,  par  A'l.  P.     Berlin. 

^]e  Hiflory  of  an  Orphan  \  or  the  Concatenations  and  Depen- 
dencies of  Lfe.  A  Romance^  tranflatcd  from  the  German. 
\izfo.     2j.  bd.    Imported  by  De  Bot^e.      1796. 

'T^HE  tranflator  of  this  jeu  d^efprit  has  pronounced,  in  his 

-*■     Preface,    a  panegyric  upon   German  literature,  with   a 

view  of  rendering  the  ftudy  of  it  more  general  among  the 

7  French. 
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French.  For  tlie  laR  thirty  years,  however,  it  has  ffOt  bftn 
neglected  by  that  nation  ;  and  mofl  of  the  German  works  of 
diftinguithed  merit  have  been  rranflated  into  the  French  lan- 
guage. Thefe  verfions  have  been  fouad  particularly  conve-* 
nicnt  and  ufeful  by  fome  Engliili  writers,  who  have  pretended 
to  tranllate,  imnudlntely  from  the  German,  works  which  they 
ha.i  only  read  in  a  French  drefs. 

The  idea  of  this  whimfical  niece  thus  arofe.  Two  friends 
being  in  company,  bouts-'rimes  amufed  them  for  a  time}  and 
one  of  them  afterwards  defircd  the  other  to  think  of  twelve 
words,  which  he  engaged  to  ufe  as  the  ground-work  of  a  no- 
vel or  romance.  The  following  words  were  mentioned  ;  voh 
canot  miu'ifier^  beetle^  oftr'ich.,  J^orniy  mine^  oceaf^  luolf^  leady 
ccwardicc,  belly  and  fediiilion.  To  each  of  thcfe  fubjeifls  a 
chapter  is  allotted  ;  jnd  they  form,  in  the  aggregate,  a  chain 
of  narrative. 

The  following  analyfis  of  this  produ£lion  will  exhibit  the 
links  of  the  chain.  An  old  German  baron  travels  with  a 
young  wife  into  Italy  ;  and  the  lady,  being  eagerly  defirous  of 
a  near  view  of  Mount  Vcfuvius,  mounts  that  rolcano,  on  the 
fummit  of  which  llie  is  delivered  of  a  fon.  The  infant,  that 
he  might  not  incommode  his  mother  in  her  journey, •is  con- 
figned  to  tlie  care  of  the  m'nvflcr  wlio  baptlfed  him.  Wandering 
about  the  fields  in  a  playful  mood,  the  boy  hears  the  buzzing 
of  a  beetle  (commionly  called  a  chafer  or  may-bug) ;  and,  be- 
ing tempted  to  purfue  the  infect,  he  falls  into  the  hands  of 
banditti.  Efcaping  from  tlie  cavern  in  which  he  was  confined, 
he  meets  with  an  exhibitor  of  wild  animals,  who  compels 
him  to  enter  into  his  fervicG,  and  take  charge  of  an  ojlrlch. 
Having  killed  this  bird  by  giving  it  iron  and  iiint  for  food,  he 
is  threatened  by  his  mafter  with  a  fevere  flagellation;  but  he 
avoids  that  punifiiment  by  flight  j  and,  being  overtaken  by  a 
's\o\t\\X.Jlorm-)  he  takes  refuge  in  a  hut.  Here  he  is  accofted 
by  a  fportfman,  who  condu6ls  him  to  his  ca(Ue,  and  employs 
him  in  the  concerns  of  a  mine.  A  fudden  difagreement  with 
his  patron  obliges  him  to  quit  his  metallurgic  purfuits  ;  and, 
being  in  danger  of  famine,  he  offers  himfclf  as  an  afhilant  t(» 
a  tailor,  who,  being  more  attached  to  poetry  tha>»  to  his  re- 
gular occupation,  advifes  our  hero  to  devote  himfelf  to  t!)c 
Mufes.  Adopting  this  ccunfel,  he  writes  a  poem,  the  fubjeCl 
■which  is  the  ocean.  He  prefents  a  copy  of  it  to  a  Germari 
prince,  who,  being  a  wretched  judge  of  literature,  is  fo 
pleafed  with  it,  that  he  appoints  the  author  his  park-keeper. 
A  ivolf  having  leaped  into  the  park  tiirough  a  breach  iii  the 
wall,  and  devoured  tv/o  Spanilli  (heep,  the  negligent  keeper 
is  thrown  into  prifon.  Here,  for  w;^nt  of  a  pen,  he  writes 
verfes  on  the  prince's  birth-day  with  lead  taken  from  the  cafe- 
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'ttiefit;  and,  having  recovered  his  liberty  by  thefe  efFufions  of 
compliment,  he  renevi'^s  his  wanderings.  Finding  the  proprie- 
'"tor  of  the  mine  attacked  and  vt^ounded  by  two  armed  men,  he 
'  is  enabled  by  their  covjardlce  to  refcue  liim.  The  affaulted 
individual,  having  a  violent  difTUte  wilh  a  prieft  who  mena- 
ced him  with  the  torments  of  hell-i  is  fo  agitated,  that  his 
wounds  are  rendered  mortal ;  and  he  declares,  on  his  death- 
bed, that'he  was  guilty  of  adultery  with  the  mother  of  our 
adventurer,  to  whom,  as  liis  fon,  he  bequeaths  his  whole  pro- 
perty. The  minifter  above-mentioned,  being  endangered  by . 
a  falfe  charge,  arid  required  to  confent  to  the  fedu^ion  of  his 
daughter  by  his  accufer,  quits  his  Italian  abode  ;  and,  difco- 
Vering  our  hero  in  Germany,  gives  him  the  young  lady  in  mar- 
riage.     '''■'■'■"^^    ■'     '■    '■"'    ■    '■''  '-^ 

The  moral  of  the  piece  is,  that  all  the  actions  of  life  are 
connefted  with  each  other,  and  that  our  f-.te  frequently  de- 
pends on  what  appears  to  be  the  mereft  trifle.  A  degree  of 
vivacity,  which  many  M'ould  not  expeiSl  in  a  German  writer, 
pervades  the  work  j  and  it  v.'ill  ferve  to  amufe  the  readers  of 
romance. 


Uijioire  Secrete  df  la  Revolution  Fran^oife,  depuls  la  Convocation 
des  Notables  jufqti'a  ce  Jour  {\"  Novcmbrc  1796,  v.Ji.J  con^ 
tenant  une  Fdule  de  Partuularitc's  pen  connues,  et  des  Ex  traits 
de  tout  ce  qui  a  paru  dc  plus  curieux  fur  notrc  Revolution,  tant 
en  France  qu  en  Alkmagne  et  en  Anglelerre.  Par  Francois 
Pages.     iTomcs.    Taris,  1797.     London,  De  BofFe. 

Secret  Hijlory  of  the  French  Revolution^  from  the  Convocation 
of  the  Notables  in  1 787  to  the  ijl  of  November  1 796  ;  con- 
taining a  vafl  Number  of  Particulars  but  little  knon'n  ;  toge- 
ther with  Extrails  of  the  mofi  remarkable  Publications  on  the 
Revolution^  which  have  appeared  in  France,  Germanvy  and 
'  England.  Tranjlated  fi  om  the  French  of  Francis  Pages. 
2  Fals.i.  Svo.      145.    Boards,     Longman.      1797-  < 

■'T^HE  pl'aufible  title  of  this  work  has  much  difappointed  us. 

'"*■  It  is  neither  a  hiftory,  nor  are  its  materials  fecret.  It 
'Isvbut  ft  compilation,  or  rather  obfervations  on  particular 
■  j^rts*  of  the  hiftory  of  the  French  revolution.  In  fele6ting 
*  even  thefe,  the  author  has  not  difcriminated  with  judgment. 

Although  he  profefles  to  confider  all  the  moil  important 
'  Cfueliions',  we  fiiid  but  a  very  few  words  on  the  revolution  of 
'  tlie  church.  The  treaty  of  Pilnitz  would  have  formed  a  valu- 
'  able  article  in  a  fecret  hiftory  ;  and  furely  fomething  authentic 

mult  be  known  in  Paris  refpeiiing  it  long  ere  now  :  but  our 

author  difmifles  it  with  a  notice  lefs  fatisfaftory  than  a  newf- 
App.  Vol.  XIX.  New  Arr.  O  o  paper 
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paper  paragraph.  *'  The  treaty  of  Siftovia  was  followed  by 
the  convention  of  Pilnitz,  in  which  all  the  kings  of  Europe 
confidered  the  caufe  of  Louis  XVI.  as  their  own.  This  con- 
vention imported  that  they  fliould  unite  to  demand  his  liberty, 
and  to  avenge  any  future  attacks  that  (hould  be  made  on  the 
king,  queen,  and  royal  family."  We  have  a  very  minute  ac- 
count, though  not  an  original  one,  of  the  journey  of  the  king 
to  Varennes,  but  not  a  word  of  how  he  made  his  efcape  from 
Paris,  though  a  matter  of  great  confequence,  as  involving  the 
character  of  La  Fayette,  to  whom  our  author  is  a  bitter 
enemy.  He  very  properly  thinks  that  it  was  the  king's  defign 
to  have  left  the  kingdom,  as  no  preparations  were  made  for 
his  reception  in  any  part  of  it :  but  when  he  confiders  that 
efcape  as  a  defign  to  bring  about  a  civil  war,  he  is  indulging 
prejudices  againfh  that  unfortunate  monarch,  which  events 
have  not  jtiftified. 

Nor  is  our  author  a  clofe  reafoner.  He  confiders  the  mar- 
quis of  Favras  as  guilty,  but  affords  no  other  proofs  than  what 
are  already  before  the  public  ;  yet  he  cenfures  the  pufillanimity 
of  his  judges  in  condemning  him  upon  infufficient  evidence. 
There  is  undoubtedly  what  may  be  called  hiftorical  evidence, 
different  from  legal  evidence ;  but  the  hiftorian  ought  to  be  as 
fcrupulous  as  the  judge.  On  the  other  hand,  the  character 
of  Mirabeau  is  drawn  with  a  mafterly  pen.  He  appears  to 
have  entertained  ambitious  defigns,  the  execution  of  which 
was  prevented  only  by  his  death. 

We  have  already  laid,  that  this  work  is  imperfe£l  as  a  hif- 
tory.  It  wants  method  and  regularity  ;  there  is  no  fcale  for 
the  events.  Trifling  ones  are  recorded  with  great  minute- 
nefs :  nor  are  events  alwr^ys  related  in  the  order  in  which  they 
happened ;  and  there  appears  nothing  to  juflify  this  irregularity. 
Even  fome  of  the  grcateft  events  are  related  with  carelefTnefs, 
or  flightiy  touched  upon  as  things  already  known,  rather  than 
what  ought  to  be  detailed  for  the  information  of  poflerity. 
We  have  not  a  word  refpefting  the  caufes  and  origin  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  very  flight  information  refpe£ling 
that  with  other  powers.  The  appearance  of  an  old  man  at 
the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  to  inform  them  that  he  remembered 
the  days  of  Louis  XIV.  occupies  nearly  a  page,  while  the  trial 
and  execution  of  the  queen  are  difmifTed  in  lefs  than  ten  lines. 
This  hafty  and  irregular  notice  of  matters  of  fo  much  curi- 
ofitv  renders  the  work,  as  a  hiftory,  very  unfatisfactory. 

Notwithftanding  thefc  defects,  we  meet  often  with  obfer- 
vations  that  are  Itrlking  and  fenfible  ;  and  the  author  every 
where  arraigns  the  a61:ions  of  tlae  three  afTembiieSi  and  the 
mifchiefs  of  the  Robefpierrian  tyranny,  with  juit  indignation. 
It  is  pleafmg  to  find,  that,  fince  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  was 
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reftored  in  France,  all  that  an  Englifhman  can  obje£l  to  ip  the 
htftory  of  the  revolution,  is  equally  abhorrent  to  the  fenfe  and 
feelings  of  the  beft  French  writers  and  orators.  M.  Pages  is 
fully  lenfible  of  the  errors  of  the  firft  aflembly.  We  fliall 
tranfcribe  his  remarks  on  their  ccndu6l  after  the  return  of  the 
king. 

*  It  was  in  fuch  circumflances  as  thefe,  that  the  national 
aflembly  had  to  decide  on  the  moft  important  queflion  which 
had  yet  been  fubmitted  to  them.  They  employed  themfelves, 
without  lofs  of  time,  on  the  gi-eat  a6l  of  juftice  which  events 
required  of  them.  We  fhall  foon  fee  how  far  they  were  in- 
ferior to  the  tafk  impofed  on  them.  What  a  field  of  glory 
would  they  have  opened  to  themfelves,  if,  obedient  to  the 
wifli  ftrongly  exprelTed  by  almoft  tlie  whole  of  the  empire, 
they  had  decreed  a  republic,  founded  on  the  bafis  of  the  Ame- 
rican conftitution,  which  adopts  two  houfes  of  legiflation  ; 
If  it  had  faid  to  the  king,  "  You  have  betrayed  us ;  depart 
from  France,  we  fear  you  not !"  From  how  many  evils  would 
this  conduct  have  delivered  France  I  The  execrable  decem- 
virate,  that  government  of  fire  and  fword,  would  never  have 
crufhed  France  !  Had  they  only  eftablifhed  an  upper  houfe, 
and  a  houfe  of  commons,  they  would  have  avoided  a  multitude 
of  calamities.  Yes,  the  conftituent  alTem,bly  (what  a  leflbn 
for  legiflators  !)  was  undefignedly  the  firft  caufe  of  all  thofe 
political  miferies  under  which  we  have  fince  groaned,  and  of 
which  moft  of  the  members  of  that  aifembly  have  been  them- 
felves the  vi6lims.  The  national  affembly  did  not  blufli  even 
to  furpafs  the  hopes  of  the  ariftocracy.  The  thirty  m.illions  * 
which  the  conftituent  body  had  fo  liberally  granted  to  tb.e  king 
for  the  civil  lift,  probably  with  a  view  of  diminilhlng  the 
deficit  by  an  impolitic  prodigality,  enabled  this  monarch  not 
only  to  efcape  punlfiiment,  but  even  to  fupport  himfelf  on  his 
tlirone.  The  conftituent  aflembly  had  been  induced  to  grant 
this  im.menfe  revenue,  by  means  of  money  diftributed  among 
the  members.  It  is  thus  that  moral,  no  lefs  than  phyfical 
corruption,  engenders  a  corruption  of  a  fimilar  nature. 
Hiftory  does  not  furnifli  another  example  of  a  king,  who» 
after  being  convidted  of  feveral  diiFerent  attempts  to  betray 
his  country,  and  to  excite  a  civil  war,  was,  neverthelefs,  re- 
eftabliftied  on  his  throne,  without  conquering  it  by  force  ; 
and  re-eftabliflied  by  that  very  aflembly  which,  out  of  royal 
gratitude,  he  would,  if  poflible,  have  maifacrcd.'  Vol.  i.  p.  340, 

No  late  French  author  has  been  fo  fevere  on  the  chara6ler 
of  La  Fayette.  He  reprefents  him  as  artful,  perfidious,  and 
ambitious,  and  omits  no  opportunity  to  load  his  ch;na£ler 
with  infamy.     In  this  the  reader  cannot  follow  him,  from  a 
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■fcantinefs  of  proofs,  and  thofe  of  a  dubious  nature.  '  The- 
PruflTians,'  he  adds,  *  to  whom  La  Fayette  fled  for  refuge,  con- 
fined him  in  a  fortrefs  belonging  to  the  emperor,  who  has 
kept  him  in  confinement  during  the  laft  four  years,  a  merited 
punifhment  for  his  ambition  and  perfidy,  in  deceiving  both  the 
legiflative  body  arid  the  king.'  fiis  enemies,  however,  do  not 
jnfli£l  this  merited  punifhment  for  his  having  deceived  the 
Icgljlatlue  body  \  and  our  author  gives  us  no  reafon  for  changing 
the  common  opinion  that  Fayette's  dcfign  was  to  preferve  the 
conftitutional  monarchy,  and  to  fupprefs  the  clubs.  As  to  his 
puniflimcnt,  as  it  is  called,  we  know  not  how  it  can  be  vin- 
dicated on  any  principles  of  jufcice  or  common  fenfe. 
M.  Pages  is  more  fuccefsful  in  attacking  the  characSler  of 
Petion,  whofe  (hare  in  the  atrocities  of  Auguft  and  Sep- 
tember 1792  cannot  well  be  doubted. 

In  Vol.  II.  after  dating  that  it  may  be  thought  furprifing 
that  the  national  convention  decreed  a  republic,  contrary  (as 
f)ur  author  afferts)  to  their  fecret  inclinations,  he  mentions  a 
fpeech  of  Briflbt  a  few  days  before  the  loth  of  Auguft,  in 
favour  of  royalty.  But  it  would  have  been  more  to  his  purpofe^ 
that  is,  to  the  purpofe  of  exciting  furprife,  to  have  ftated  what 
happened  on  the  7th  of  July.  On  that  day,  at  the  moment 
when  M.  Briflbt  had  nfcended  the  tribune,  to  pronounce  a 
difcourfe  on  the  means  of  fecuring  the  ftate  againft  all  its 
enemies,  M.  Lamourette,  the  patriotic  bifhop  of  Lyons,  re- 
quefted  to  be  heard  for  a  few  minutes.  He  expatiated  on  the 
necefiity  of  union,  and  moft  particularly  among  the  members 
of  the  national  aflembly.  '  Let  us  make,'  faid  he,  *  a  folemn 
facrifice  of  our  prejudices  and  paflions,  on  the  altar  of  our 
tountry  ;  let  us  give  a  great  example  to  Europe,  and  infpire 
our  enemies  with  terror ;  there  is  nothing  incompatible  but 
vice  and  virtue.  I  move  that  the  prefident"  put  a  queftion,  in 
thefe  terms — Let  all  who  hold  in  equal  detellation  a  republic 
and  two  chambers,  and  who  wifli  to  maintain  the  conftitution 
as  it  is,  rife.'  The  words  were  fcarcely  pronounced,  when  the 
whole  aflembly,  by  an  inftantaneous  impulfe,  rofe  from  their 
feats.  The  two  parties  advanced  and  embraced  each  other, 
and  folemnly  protefted  their  adherence  to  the  conftitution. 
An  individual  exprelhon  of  Briflbt  was  certainly  of  lefs  con- 
fequence  than  this  folemn  adt,  of  which  our  author  takes  no 
notice. 

The  whole  of  this  volume  confuls  of  reflexions  upon  the 
various  periods  of  the  revolution,  the  details  of  which  are 
very  fliort ;  and  the  proceedings  of  the  armies  are  mentioned 
in  the  grofs.  We  feleft  the  following,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the 
author's  opinions. 

'  Thofe  who  will  take  a  general  furvey  of  the  whole  of  our 
revolution,  will  coufider  above  all  how  crime  engenders  and 
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l^erpetuates  crime.    *rhe  guilty  have  no  hope  of  abfolutionj, 
bui>by  means  of  frefh  offences.     It  will  be  remarked,  that  the 
maffacres  of  September,  which  took  place  in  order  to  procure 
the  eleclion  of  Robefpierre,  Marat,  and  Danton,  and  othet 
furies  of  the  fame  ftamp  in  the  deputation  of  Paris,  were  the 
iirll  links  in  that  immeafurable  chain  of  crimes  under  which 
we  fo  long  groar-icd  ;  the  fum  of  our  miferies  was  the  produce 
of  thofe  choices,  and  they  were  the  fad  refult  of  thofe  mur- 
ders.    We  owe  to  that  nomination  principally,  the  profcrip- 
tions,  the  requifitions,  the  maximum,  the  arbitrary  taxes,  the 
dcflru(fi:ion  of  Lyons,  the  fiege  of  Toulon,  and  the  maffhcres 
of  the  fouth  and  La  Vendee.     We  never,  however,  abounded 
more  than  then,  in  pompous  maxims.     Juftlce  and  probity 
were  the  order  of  the  day,  at  leaft  in  words.      Robefpierre 
violated  every  principle  and  every  law,  while  he  was  incefTantly 
faying,  "  Let  the  univerfe  perifli  rather  than  one  principle  be 
violated."    Thefe  wretches  deftroyed  the  morals  of  the  people, 
vandalized  France,  and  did  fo  much  mlfchief,  that  many  per* 
fons  ftill  look  on  the  return  to  good  order  as  problematical,  or 
rather  impoffible:   they  are  the  agents  of  thofe  who   were 
€le£led  after  the.maffacres  of  September,  who  ai-e  continually 
agitating  the  public,  in  order  to  infure  themfelves  impunity. 
A  man  who  did  not  obferve  tliat  the  republican  government 
was  not  eflablifhed,  that  the  great  tyranny,  for  perhaps  there 
ftill  exifts  too  much,  did  not  ceafe  till  the  commencement  of 
the  exifting  legillative  body,  faid  to  me  with  a  groan,  *'  They 
fay  that  Switzerland  and  Englifh  America  are  happy  under 
republican  governments  j  why  are  not  we  ?''     I  could  not 
make  a  number  of  obfervations  to  him,  which  he  would  not 
have  underftood  ;    I  contented  myfelf  with  faying,   that  the 
conftituent  afiernbly  had  overturned  too  much,  and  had  under- 
taken too  much  at  once  ;  that  it  had  committed  the  mofl 
ferious  errors,  and  that  the  convention  was  ftill  more  impe« 
tuous ;  that  we  had  had  no  government  till  the  legiflafive  body 
met,  and  that  the  condu£l  of  the  new  governors  and  of  thofe 
who  would  fucceed  them,  would  decide  the  queftion  whether 
this  form  of  government  were  equally  adapted  to  all  nations, 
whatever  might  be  the  bafis  of  their  character.     It  refulti 
from  this  converfation,  that  even  the  royalifts,  for  this  man 
was  fo,  would  cheriOi  the  republic,  if  a  good  government  would 
Induce  them.     This  end  will  be  anfwered,  not  by  terror,  but 
by  good  laws.     Royalifm  has  few  refources  :    the  anarchifts 
are  more  powerful  and  more  audacious :   the  fame  dcfire  to 
injure  the  prefs,  the  fame  thirfl  of  blood  confumcs  them  :  but 
all  the  citizens  are  ready  to  rife  againft  them.     The  prielts 

protect  them  all,  without  diftindtion  between  thofe 

who  have  and  thofe  who  have  not  taken  the  oath,  and  they 
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will  ceafe  to  be  dangerous ;  it  is  perfecution  which  procures 
them  partizans.  Be  juft,  if  you  wifh  to  be  great :  be  juft,  if 
you  wifn  to  be  happy.  When  we  fay  juft,  we  mean  juft  to 
a!!,  even  to  thofe  whom  you  believe  to  be,  or  who  really  are, 
your  enemies.  Thefe  are  the  true  principles  of  government  : 
the  exclufives  excite  apprehenfions  with  refpecl  to  the  elections 
of  Germinal :  no  longer,  undoubtedly,  will  men  be  ele£led, 
who  are  covered  with  the  leprofy  of  crimes  for  which  it  was 
neceflTary  to  invent  new  names,  and  who  would  wilh  again  to 
take  up  arms,  and  to  bring  on  a  new  revolution  ;  they  will  no 
longer  chufe  the  half-inftru£led)  ignorant  babblers,  men  of 
nothing,  apoftles  of  the  agrarian  law  and  of  a  civil  war.  It 
will  be  recollcdlcd  that  the  reign  of  orators,  of  thofe  pretend- 
ed worfhlppers  of  the^ people,  is  the  worft  of  all,  as  we  have 
proved  in  this  work  by  inconteftable  fa6ts;  it  has  been  the 
'orators,  of  whom  the  greater  part  have  neither  the  knowledge 
nor  the  virtue  of  Cicero,  who  have  lifted  the  fword  of  anarchy 
in  all  republics,  who  have  been  the  friends  of  equality,  in  the 
■fame  manner  as  Procruftes,  who  willed  that  his  guefts  fliould 
not  be  longer  than  his  beds,  and  who  would  have  guillotined 
Socrates  and  Cicero,  the  one  for  having  faid  that  democracy 
is  the  reign  of  the  wicked  over  the  good ;  and  the  other,  for 
aflerting  that  the  temerity  and  liccntioufnefs  of  the  popular 
aflemblies  had  ruined  the  Grecian  republics.  Men  of  property, 
of  honefty,  and  good  fenfe,  will  be  eledted,  who  will  know  all 
the  danger  of  fundamental  innovations,  and  that  the  beft  is 
often  the  enemy  of  the  good,  and  that  that  which  is  fublime 
in  theory  is  often  very  fatal  in  praftice.  We  are  tired  of  revo- 
lutions; and  have  not  forgotten  how  much  gold,  blood,  and 
tears,  they  have  coft.  Did  we  not  believe  that  the  revolution 
was  coiicluded  on  the  14th  of  Sept.  1791,  by  a  perfidious  ac- 
ceptance? Had  we  not  tlie  fame  hope  when  the  throne  was 
overturned  ?  Was  it  not  imagined  that  every  thing  was 
finifliedion  the  31ft  of  May  1793,  when  fome  flattered  them« 
felves  that  virtue  was  for  ever  condemned  to  be  filent?  Did 
rot  the  revolutionary  government  alfo  appear  to  be  a  mean  of 
terminating  it .''  Have  wc  not  had  new  re-a^tions  fmce  the 
^th  Th<^TnMdor  !^ 

f  But,  fay  the  exclTjfix'es,  the  emigrants  return  in  crowds, 
and  the  tribunals  acquit  them:  I  know  there  are  judges  who 
think  it  good  policy  to  fhut  their  eyes  upon  their  return,  re- 
folved  to  punifh  them  if  they  difturb  the  country  ;  they  think 
that  thofe  who  emigrated  after  the  31ft  of  May  cannot  be 
blamed,  nor  thofe  whom  the  peafants  compelled  to  feek  elfe- 
where  for  fafery.  W^^  v/ifli  not  to  fay  much  on  this  fubje^l ; 
but  the  following  calculation  may  renew  every  one's  courage. 
Suppofing  that  in  Germinal  a  fourth  or  a  moiety  fliould  be 

cle<fled 


Pagh^  Secret  Hi/lory  of  the  French  Revolution,         535 

elected  from  among  the  royalifts,  will  there  not  ftill  remain 
the  other  half  of  the  third  to  counterbalance  them  ?     Will 
there  not  remain  the  two  thirds  of  the  legiflative  body,  of 
which  a  great  majority  are  more  fincerely  attached  to  the  re- 
public, than  thofe  who  pretend  to  be  the  only  patriots?     We 
mud  therefore  believe,  that  the  revolution,  in   fpite  of  the 
anarchifts,  will  refemble  thofe  violent  and  terrible  claps  of 
thunder,  which,  after  having  been  for  a  confiderable  time  pro- 
longed, after  having  borne  v/ith  them  devaftation  and  death, 
finifh  with  purifying  the  atmofphere,  and  bringing  back  ferene 
weather.     Wc  believe  that  the  fame  thing  will  happen  to  us  as 
happened  in  England.     The  parliaments,  fince  fo  jealous  of 
their  liberty,  were  under  Henry  Vill.   the  inftruments  of  his 
ferocity.     Nothing  was  feen  but  fcafFolds,  gibbets,  and  funeral 
piles.     Such  were  the  paths  over  which  the  Englifti  trod   to 
arrive  at  the  times  when  Locke  dived  Into  the  human  under- 
(landing,  Newton  developed  the  laws  of  nature,  and  that  peo- 
ple had  the  wifdom,  which  we  have  not  yet  had,  to  eftablifh 
the  equilibrium  of  the  three  powers.     After  the  fanguinary 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  the  duke  of  Somerfet,  protedlor  of  Eng- 
hind,  cut  off  the  head  of  Seymour  the  high  admiral,  his  own 
brother ;  he  foon  loft  his  own  life  on  the  fcaffold,  by  order  of 
the  duke  of  Northumberland,  who  himfelf  fuffered  the  fame 
punlfhment.     The  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  burned  the  fee- 
taries,  and  was  burned  himfelf  in  his  turn.     Qu^een  Mary  exe- 
cuted Jane  Grey  and  all  her  family ;    and  queen   A'lary  of 
Scotland  loil  her  head  on  the  fcaffold.     This  part  of  the  hif- 
toryof  England  is  fit  to  be  written  by  the  hangman.     Crom- 
well, with  an  impudence  and  hypocrify,  and  particularly  with 
a  cant,  perhaps  ilill  more  abfurd  and  difgufting  than  that  of 
Robefpierre  and  the  Jacobins,  who  wiflied  to  fans-culottife 
France;    Cromwell, *who,  like  Robefpierre,  from   a  fanatic 
became  ambitious,  arrived  at  the  didtatorfliip,  after  having  led 
his  king  to  the  fcaffold.     Who  would  not  have  prefaged,  when 
he  faw  this  long  and  dreadful  confufion  in  the  ftate,  that  that 
kingdom  was  near  ruin  ?     It  was  dire£lly  the  contrary  ;    or- 
der fprung  out  of  the  bofom  of  anarchy  ;  liberty,  public  and 
private  fafety,  were  nurfed  in  the  lap  of  difcord  and  calamity; 
the  bounds  of  the  human  mind  were  eidarged,  and  its  domi- 
nion extended.     If  the  hiftory  of  our  revolution  has  but  too 
much  refemhled  that  part  of  the  hillory  of  our  neighbours  : 
if  the  enormities  of  our  pro-confuls  have  furpaffed   thole  of 
the  Englifh  tyrants ;  let  us,  at  lealt,  imitate  the  return  of  that 
nation  to  wifdom,  to  internal  peace,  and  to  the  arts.     There 
is   no  longer,   whatever   may  be    faid,    any  remains   of  the 
Orleanift  faction;  but  feveral  of  its  former  agents  exilf,  and 
are  united  with  the  anarchifts :  that  is  the  party  over  which 
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terror  (hould  hover.  As  to  the  malcontents,  their  numbers 
will  diniinifh  with  the  increafe  of  order  and  v/ifdom.  Let  the 
government  daily  gain  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  it 
will  have  a  thoufand  arms  at  its  fervice  ;  it  will  poffefs  that 
irrefillible  and  coloflal  power  with  which  its  predecefTors  de- 
ftroyed  every  thing,  and  might,  if  they  had  chofen,  have  re- 
newed every  thing*,  with  which  it  may  do  every  thing,  and 
without  it  nothing;  without  it  every  effort  will  be  paralyfed. 
The  talk  of  the  legiflative  body  and  of  the  government  is  im- 
menfe,  but  a  harveft  of  glory  and  of  beneditSlions  v/ill  be 
reaped  by  them.  They  have  to  gain  over  to  the  republic  thofe 
whom  tyranny,  injuftice,  and  oppreffion,  have  alienated  from 
it ;  they  have  to  manifeft  that  our  conftitution  is  not  a  philo- 
fophic  fpeculation,  the  advantages  of  which  will  vanifh  in 
pradlice  j  they  have  to  prove  the  pofTibility  of  the  augufl  alli- 
ance of  morals  and  polirics ;  they  have  to  convince  us  that  the 
principles  of  liberty,  equality,  and  jufcice,  are  not  vain  words 
and  fruitlefs  paradoxes,  and  that,  if  the  inauguration  of  the 
conftitution  took  place  in  the  mldft  of  thunder  and  lightning, 
this  ftriking  and  majeftic  coloflus  is  at  length  fet  upright,  and 
is  not  a  phantom  •,  they  have  to  repair  the  mifchief  done  by 
thofe  monfter?,  whofe  names,  wliofe  reign,  and  whofe  crimes, 
we  fhould  wifh  for  ever  to  bury  in  oblivion ;  they  have-to  re- 
medy the  errors  and  crimes  of  three  aflemblies,  and  to  blot 
out  of  remembrance  feven  years,  feven  ages  of  calamity. 

'  We  cannot  refolve  to  conclude  this  hift ory,  without  once 
jnore  attacking  a  prejudice,  which  appears,  at  this  moment, 
to  be  the  greateTt  obitacle  to  peace.  It  is  faid  that,  to  make 
it  durable,  the  Rhine  Ihould  be  made  our  boun<lary  and  ram- 
part :  it  is  precifely  the  contrary ;  the  aggrandifements  of  a 
nation  m.ake  the  fpirit  of  rivalry  and  hatred  fiercer.  A  con^ 
quell  is  an  unperifhable  germ  of  wars  and  divifions.  Do  you 
wiih  for  a  rampart  more  folid  than  the  Rhine  ^  Obferve  the 
maxim,  lo  beautiful,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  politic,  of  the 
conftituent  body,  when  it  declared  that  France  for  ever  re- 
nounced all  idea  of  conqueft.  But  what  will  indemnify  us  ? 
Peace,  happinefs,  and  alliance  and  commerce  with  neigh- 
bouring nations  j  they  will  begin  by  efleeming  us,  and  will 
finifli  with  loving  us.  Governors,  never  forget  that  love  is  a 
ftronger  rampart  than  terror,  both  within  and  without  j  let 
not  the  faying  of  the  Roman  general  efcape  you ;  *'  A  few 
jnore  fuch  victories  ss  thofe  which  I  have  gained,  and  1  (hall 
be  as  much  exhaulled  as  the  vanquiflied."  The  ruinous  fuc- 
cefl'es  of  war  caufed  all  the  reverfes  of  Louis  XIV.  Thefc 
refle6lions  are  addrelfed  to  foreign  powers  as  well  as  to  our 
directors.'     Vol.  ii.  P.  460. 

The 
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The  tranfiation  of  this  work,  although  evidently  a  hal'ty 
performance,  is  tolerably  faithful.  The  whole  may  be 
read  with  advantage,  as  the  ref!e<Slions  of  an  eye-witnefs ; 
but,  as  a  complete  hiftory,  it  Is  extremely  defe£llve;  and  what 
is  new,  bears  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  what  is  well  known. 


Do^nna  "NnrnDrum  veterum  cotifcripta  ayofephoEckhel  Thefauro 
Ccefnreo  IS! umorum.^  G emmarumque Veterum, et Rd  Ant'ic^uarur 
in  Univerfitate  Vmdobonenfi  dGcendce  presfe^o.  Pars  II.  de 
Aloncta  Romanorum.  Vol.  V.  continens  Numos  Confularcs  et 
Familiarumi  fiibjeit'is  Indicibus,     ^to.     Vindobonse.    1795. 

Profcjfor  EckhcTs  Doilrine  of  Ancient  Coins.  Part  II.  on  the 
jMoney  of  the  Romans.  Vol.  V-  containing  the  Confular  and 
Family  Coins  ;  with  Indexes  fubjoined.     ^lo.     Vienna. 

'"T^HE  reputation  as  a  medalift,  which  the  author  enjoys,  and 
-"■  the  details  we  have  given  of  the  hrfl  part  of  his  work, 
render  it  needlefs  to  be  fo  particular  on  this,  as  its  merits  and 
his  fame  might  otherv/ife  demand.  That  our  readers,  how- 
ever, may  judge •  of  his  plan,  v^'C  will  here  exhibit  the  out- 
line. 

This  volume  is  divided  into  two  feclions:  the  former,  treat- 
ing of  the  confular  coins,  confifts  of  fix  chapters,  in  the  firlt 
of  which  the  profeffbr  inquires  into  the  origin  and  antiquity  of 
the  Roman  coinage,  and  inllead  of  referring,  with  Eutropius, 
Athenasus,  Macrobius,  and  Lulorus,  to  the  fabulous  accounts 
of  Saturn  and  Janus,  or  even  to  Numa,  he  goes  back  only  to 
Servius,  and  iiaces  the  earlieft  devices  to  have  been  a  fiieep, 
an  ox,  or  a  fwine  :  whence  the  name  pecunia.  Defcending, 
in  the  fecond  chapter,  into  farther  particulars,  under  the  head 
of  brajs  money,  he  adverts  to  the  as  and  its  parts,  the  dnninu^ 
tion  of  the  as^  end  the  dijiinguifhing  marks  of  the.  conjuLxr 
brajs  ;  Juhjoining  a  catalogue  of  proportions  and  names.  The 
third  chapter  takes  up  xhtjilver  money  of  the  Rom.ans,  and, 
after  reverting  to  its  origin  and  divifion,  treats  of  the  d&,iarii.isy 
quinarius,  -awd  fejlcrtius,  ox  fejiertium  — (the  former,  as  an  ad- 
jeilive,  in  conjunction  with  numus,  and  the  latter,  as  refer- 
ring to  milliare) —  difcriminating  the  weight  and  marks  pecu- 
liar to  each.  The  ancient  mode  of  counting  by  fellerccs  is 
next  explained,  and  their  value  compared  with  the  money  of 
the  moderns.  Chapter  t\\t  fourth  has  for  its  objedl  the  gold 
money  of  the  Romans  ;  in  which,  having  traced  upward  its 
origin,  weight,  and  value,  the  learned  abbe  inftitutes  an  in- 
quiry, v/hether  gold  money  were  coined  under  the  Roman  re- 
public by  any  ordinary  law  ?  and  after  an  acute  difquifition, 
determines  the  queltion  in  the  negative, 
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The  fifth  chapter  prefcnts  a  catalogue  of  confular  couis, 
whilft  the  lixth  is  occupied  with  the  foreign  coins  of  gold<i 
fJvcry  and  ^^fl/},  infcribed  ROMA,  ROMANO,  and  RO- 
MAN CM. 

The  fecond  feiliion,  and ,  larger  portion  by  far  of  the  vo- 
IvH'.e,  is  employed  on  the/^wz/v  coins.  Introdu6lory  to  them, 
the  Prolegomena  that  occur  will  be  found  of  fignal  importance. 
Of  thefe  the  firft  chapter  prefents  a  decifion  on  the  utility  of 
the  family  coins.  .'I  lie  fecond  treats  of  the  names  they  exhi- 
bit, under  the  titles  of  prancmen,  nomen,  cognomen,  and  agno' 
meriy  adoptive  names.,  and  the  mention  of  father  and  grandfa- 
ther. Chapter  the  third  notices  the  magi/hates  that  occur  on 
the  family  coins  j  as  does  the  fourth  the  irifi'/r/ and  quatuor- 
viri  moneialesy  or  mint-majlers,  whilft  the  fifth  chapter  con- 
tains an  inquiry,  whether  the  charge  of  coining  were  peculiar 
to  them  ?  and  the  fixth,  whether,  and  by  whom,  Roman  money, 
beyond  the  city,  were  coined  ? 

The  feventh  chapter  treats  of  infcrlptlons  upon  the  family 
coins,  under  the  divifions  of  the  ordinary  rule  of  infcripticny 
abridged  forms  of  ivriting,  figla-,  monograms,  archaifmsy  fingle 
letters  of  the  alphabet,  and  arithmetical  characters. 

In  the  eighth  chapter,  the  profeflbr  inveftigates  the  impreffes 
in  general  on  the  family  coins  ;  in  the  ninth,  the  heads  on  their 
facesy  male  and  female  j  and,  in  the  tenth,  defcants  on  the 
female  head  tvith  a  iilnged  hat. 

■  The  eleventh  chapter  gives  fcope  to  difculTions  concerning 
genii,  the  genii  of  regions^  cities,  and  peoples  ;  good  geniiy  and 
evil.  In  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  chapters,  thofe  types  are 
confidered  which  were  impreJJ'cd  in  attejlation  of  domeflic  de- 
ferts,  or  in  allitfxon  to  the  names.  Chapter  the  fourteenth  is 
con^ned  to  detached  imprej/es-j  the  fifteenth,  to  permutated,  or 
transferred  types,  and  the  fixteenth  to  ferrated  cc:ns. 

The  feventeenth  chapter  enters  largely  into  the  fubje£l  of 
refored  cohis,  flver^  gold,  and  brafs  ;  the  eighteenth  contains 
chronological  rules  concerning  them  ;  the  nineteenth  prefents 
obfervations  on  thofe  who  have  written  upon  this  clafs  of 
coins;  and  the  twentieth  exhibits  the  author's  defign  J  which, 
as  a  fpecimen  of  his  ftyle  and  manner,  we  annex — 

*  Faucis  fie  habeto.  Brevitatem  fedtari  placuit.  Earn  non 
modo  fuafit  ratio  operls  omnes  numorum  clafies  complexi,  fed 
et  ipfi  hujus  claflis  numi  illud  poftulare  vifi,  qui  plura  conti- 
nent incerta,  et  ambigua,  quam  qu?e  nulio  adverfante  pofTmt 
adnrmari.  Quje  vero  voluptas  aut  fcribentis,  ant  deinde  le- 
gentis,  cum  ad  prolixae  difputationis  fineai  ventum  eft,  efle 
?eque  incertum,  ac  dudum  j*  Habct  iltud  omnis  ars  humana, 
ut  plura  fint,  qu2e  neffimus,  quam  qu?c  fclmus,  et  qui  fapit, 

dabit 
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dabit  operam,  non  ut  omnia  explanet,  fed  ut  plura,  reliqua 
relinquat  poderls,  qui  forte  novorum  ope  fubfidiorum  ea  ex- 
pedient, aut  nobifcum  ignorabunt.  Hoc  fane  confdio  ad  fcri- 
bendum  appellet  animum,  cui  turpes  videntur  nugae  difBciles, 
et  ftultus  labor  ineptiarum.  Interea  dum  brevltati  confului, 
operam  dedi,  ne  qua  intercidere  paterer,  quoe  cognitu  efTe 
digna,  vel  qux  utilia  ab  iis,  qui  prreceflere,  funt  obfervata. 

*  In  enarrandis  numis  ordinem  fervavi  alphabeticum  gen- 
tium, quem  primus  intulit  Urfinus,  quoque  opportunior  alter 
obtineri  vix  poterit.  Inter  gentes  ipfas  numi  iterum  pro  alpha- 
betico  cognominum  ordine  difpofiti  funt,  cum  is  commode  ad- 
hiberi  potuit. 

*  Gentes,  et  familias  ex  coloniarum,  et  manicipiorum  mo- 
reta  cognltas,  etfi  eas  in  fyllabum  fuum  receperint  Patinus, 
Vaillantius,  Morellius,  negligendas  duxi.  Magillratus  enim 
municipales,  etfi  gentibus  Romanishomonymi,  vix  tamen  ad 
eas  pertinuere,  ut  didum  in  tradtatu  de  coloniis,  vdl.  iv.  p. 
482.  Proconfules,  prostores,  provinciarum  quseftores,  quos 
pecunia  peregrina  fidit,  cum  faltem  aliquamdiu  fub  imperato- 
ribus  ex  unis  fere  gentibus  Romanis  capti  fuerint,  inter  gen- 
tes, ad  quas  fpe6lant,  indlcavi  quidem,  fed  plerumque  in  mo- 
neta  ejus  urbis,  ex  qua  prodivere,  explicavi.  Kli  tamen  infli- 
tuto  non  ultra  Domitiani  imperium  inhasfi.  Nam  cum  dein- 
ceps  provinciarum  regimen  muito  frequentlus  ac  antea  de- 
mandatum  fuerit  peregrinis  in  civitatis  et  honorum  communio- 
nem  adfcitis,  diflicile  jam  eft,  atque  intutum,  hos,  et  vere 
Romance  profapise  homines  difcernere.  Familiarum  numos 
uni  Goltzio  cognitos  vetere  meo  inftituto  omnes  afpernor  ; 
fuis  tamen  locis  monere  non  negligo,  fi  qua  ex  numis  gens  ab 
eo  fult  intrufa,  ne  quid  a  me  per  incuriam  prastermifl'um  de- 
fideret  le£lor. 

*  Denarios  Bruti,  Caflii,  Sex.  Pompeii,  Illvirorum  M.  An- 
tonii,  et  Lepidi,  quoniam  viri  hi  inter  Julii  C^efaris  et  Augufti 
tempera  fumnio  in  republica  loco  ftetere,  et  numorum,  quos 
nomine  fuo  ngnavere,  argumenta  hiftoriam  Cxfarum  eximie 
illuftrant,  poft  numos  Cacfaris  di(Statoris  collocare,  explicareque 
opportunius  eft  vifum. 

'  Singulis  etiam  numis  fui  adjeci  meriti  ftatum,  fic  ut  fe- 
cundum  notas  jam  paflim  receptas  litera  R  indicet  numum 
efle  rarum,  RR  magis  rarum,  et  fic  deinccps,  litera  autcm  C, 
numum  efte  communem,  et  obvium.' 

The  reft  of  the  volume  is  filled  vt-ith  defcriptions  and  ex- 
plications of  the  family  coins,  and  indexes  of  cogitomina^  m- 
fcnptlonsf  and  ihings. 


Doilrina 
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Donrina  Numorum  Vetcnim-,  i^c,  Voiumcn  VI.  cont'incns  Nu- 
,mos  Imperatonos  a  Julio  deJarcuJq^ucadHadrianum  ejusque 
Familiam.     179^- 

Volume  the  Sixth,  containing  the  Imperatorial  Co'im  from  Julms 
Cafar  to  Hadrian  and  his  Family. 

'T^O  this  volume  is  prefixed  a  Preface  of  confiderable  ex- 
■*■  tent,  in  which  the  learned  author  points  out  the  merits 
and  defe<5ts  of  his  predcceflbrs  in  the  fame  department,  inter- 
fperfing  fuch  remarks,  as  evince  acutenefs  of  judgment,  with 
a  profound  knowledge  of  his  fubjeft. — The  variety  and  im- 
portance of  information  with  which  thefe  volumes  abound, 
will  not  only  render  them  a  mod  defirable  acquifition,  but 
confiderably  add  to  the  reputation  of  their  author. 


Lettrc  a  AT,  le  Medecin  Allioni^'FrofejJiur  aneriLc  de  Botanique^ 
d  l^lJniverfAe  Roy  ale  de  Turing  Dirccicur  du  Jar  din  public 
dcs  FlanteSi  et  Memhrc  des plus  ctUbres  Accdtrhies  de  I'Eu- 
ropc^  fur  les  Beaux  Jris^  ety  en  pariicuUery  fuF  le  Cabinet 
d  Antiqintes  et  d'Hi^flci're'f^diuYeUe  de  S.  E,  Monjeigncur  le 
Cardinal  Borgia  a  Veletri.    Par  T Abbe  Etienne  Bufon^  Doc- 

•  ieiir  en  'Thiologiey  TDoyen  de  la  Colltgiale  de  Chamoux,  ct 
Membre  de  t  Academie  des  Beaux  Arts  de  Florence.  %vo, 
Rome.     1796- 

A  Letter  to  M.  AUioni^  M.  D.  emeritus  Frofeffor  of  Botany  in  the 
Royal  Univerjity  of  Tunny  Direftor  of  the  Public  Garden  of 
PlantSy  and  Aiember  of  the  moji  celebrated  Academies  in  EuropCy 
concerning  the  Fine  Arts,,  and  particularly  the  Cabinet  of  An-- 
tiquities  and  Natural  FFijlcry  of  his  Eminence  the  Lord  Car- 
dinal Borgia  at  Feletii'y  by  the  Abbe  Stephen  Borlony  D.D. 
Dean  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Chamoux-^  and  Aiember  of 
the  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  at  Florence. 

'TpHOUGH  the  obfervations  with  which  this  letter  is  Intro- 
•*■  duced,  concerning  the  fine  arts,  and  the  advantages  for 
fludying  them  at  Rome,  decidedly  prove  the  tafle  and  judg- 
ment of  the  v/riter ;  yet  as  they  have  but  little  of  novelty  in 
them,  and  are'befules  but  fubfervient  to  that  which  comes  af- 
ter,— for  the  fake  of  the  latter,  we  fhall  here  pafs  them.  over. 

Having  pointed  out  the  various  refources  with  which  Rome 
abounds  for  the  fludy  of  antiquities,  and  the  collections  daily 
making  to  facilitate  natural  knowledge,  which  had  hitherto 
been  too  much  neglected.  Dr.  Bcrfon .  proceeds  to  obferve, 
that,  amongft  the  monuments  of  the  fciences,  the  moll  va- 
luable and  rare  curiofities  he  had  feen,  were  thofe  in  the  mu- 
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feum  at  Veletri,  a  colle£lioii  almofl:  entirely  created  by  his 
eminence  cardinal  Borgia,  and  by  his  indefatigable  zeal  car- 
ried to  fuch  a  point  of  riches  and  magnificence,  as  not  only  to 
furpafs  every  other  colleiiicn  in  Italy  but  in  Europe. 

The  reputation  which  the  illuftrious  poflelTor  has  derived' 
from  his  cabinet,  hath  extended  Itfelf  everywhere ;  but,  adds 
the  do^or,  *it  cannot  make  known  die  rare  and  eminent  quali- 
ties by  which  he  is  diftinguifhed,  and  vvdiich  I  have  never 
ceafed  to  admire  during  the  five  months  I  have  had  the  happi- 
iTefs  to  approach  him,  ^nd  he  hath  condefcended  to  honour 
me  with  his  kindnefles.  All  the  virtues  that  can  illuflrate  a 
prelate  invelled  with  the  moil  confpicuous  dignities  and  func- 
tions, are  united  in  his  perfon  to  the  moft  precious  endow- 
ments of  fcience,  and  the  ampleft  flores  of  erudition.  The 
■  many  works  he  at  different  times  hath  produced,  attefh  the 
extent  of  his  knowledge  in  religious  and  civil  antiquities,  the 
"juft  difcernment  and  the  refined  talle  which  he  carries  into 
every  objeit  of  the  fciences  that  his  genius  embraces.  The 
republic  of  letters  entertains  hut  one  fentiment  concerning 
him,  which  is  the  moft  juft  and  grateful  admiration  for  the 
powerful  proteftion  he  vouchfafes  them,  and  the  generous 
reception  with  which  he  Ijonours  thofe  who  are  cultivators  of 
them.  Great  without  pride,  learned  without  feverlty  or  of- 
tentation,  his  manners  affable  and  gracious,  and  the  amenity 
of  his  fpirlt,  are  happily  adapted  to  infpirc  a  love  for  the  fci- 
ences, and  refolution  to  furmount  the  embarraffments  that  be- 
fet  them  ;  whilft  the  benignity  of  his  heart,  and  his  other  vir- 
tues, fecure  to  him  invariable  refpedt,  and  the  attachment  of 
all  that  have  accefs  to  his  perfon.' 

Of  the  cabinet  formed  by  this  accomplilhed  chara6ler,  we 
will  annex  a  general  but  interefting  detail. 

The  firji  <r/i?/5  is  diftinguifhed  under  the  head  of  Egyptian 
Antiquities,  of  which  No.  I.  contains  586  monuments 
fculptured  in  marble,  bronze,  lead,  ivory,  wood,  and  partes ; 
fome  of  them  painted. — No.  II.  412  precious  ftones,  repre- 
fenting  Egyptian  divinities,  and  other  fubje<£l:s  illuftratlve  of 
cuftoms,  rites,  &c.  amongft  which  are  fifty  fcarabrci  adorned 
xvith  fymbolical  figures,  hieroglyphics,  v»'ith  one  of  green  por- 
phyry.  Thefe  monuments,  which  are  capable  of  throwing 
fo  much  light  on  an  infinity  of  important  topics  of  religion, 
civil  ufages,  fymbols,  the  arts,  &c.  have  been  examined  as 
fubjeils  of  natural  hiftory,  under  the  title  of  FoffiHa  jEgyptlacn 
J^ujei  Borgian'i  Vel'Urhy  by  G,  Wad,  a  learned  Dane,  and 
printed  in  4to,  Veiitrisy  1794. — No.  lil.  a  feries  of  the  me- 
dals of  Alexandria,  publiflied  at  Rome^  1787,  in  410,  under 
the  title,  Numi  jE^yptii  Impcratoril  p  ojhntes  in  A'hfco  Bor- 
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glano  VeVitrh^  &c.  by  Zo'ga^  another  eminent  fcholar  from 
Denmark. — No.  IV.  about  800  fragments  of  manufcripts  on 
parchment,  in  Copto -Thebaic  charadters. — Frederic  Engelbrath 
is  at  prefent  employed  in  digefting  a  catalogue  raifbnn'e  of  thefe 
MSS.— No.  V.  Egyptian  paper  made  from  the  papyrus.  The 
only  fpecimen  known  of  the  fort  was  edited  in  1788,  by  iV/-- 
cholas  Schozv,  and  printed  at  Rome^  entitled,  Charta  papyracea 
Grace  fcripta  Alufei  Borgiani  Velitris^  qua  Series  Incolarum 
Ptolemaidis  Arjinoitica  in  Aggaihus  et  FoJJis  cperantium  exhibe- 
iur,  cum  Adnotatione  critica  et  palaographica  in  Tcxtum 
Charta. 

Under  the  head  of  Christian  Monuments  of  Egypt, 
occur  feveral  MSS.  which  have  become  the  fubje£ls  of  the  fol- 
lowing publications  : 

Fragmentum  Evangc/ii  S.  foannis  Graco-Copto-'Thehaicum 
SecuU  IV.  Additamcntum  ex  vetuftijjimis  Afembranis  Leflionum 
Evangelic  arum  Divina  Miffa  Cod.  Diaconi  Reliquia^  et  Litur- 
gica  alia  Fragment  a  veleris  "Thcbaidenjium  Ecclejta  ante  E)iof- 
corumy  ex  Felitenw  Mufco  Borgiano  nunc  prodctint  in  Latimim 
.  "uerfa^  et  Notis  iJluJhata  ;  opera  et  ftudio  F.  Augujiini  Antonii 
Ceorgii  Eremita  Augujllniani.     Roma  1789  in  ^to. 

This  work,  which  refletSls  great  honour  on  the  profound 
erudition  of  father  Georgia  abounds  with  interefling  remarks 
on  the  dialecls  ufed  by  tlie  Egyptians,  particularly  thofe  of 
Memphis  and  Thebes ;  the  relation  between  the  Hebrew  and 
Egyptian  \  and  on  a  third  dialeft,  in  common  between  that  of 
Thebes  and  IMemphis,  recently  difcovered  from  a  MS.  of  the 
Epiflle  ©f  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  in  the  pofTeffion  of  his 
eminence. 

Specimen  Verfionum  Danielis  Copticaniniy  nonum  ejus  Caput 
JtFemphiticcy  et  Sahidice  exhibensy  edidit,  et  illufiravit  Frideri- 
cus  M'unter  Hufnienfis  A.  Jll.  Arc,  et  Soc.  Volfc.  Velit.  Sod. 
Roma  17S6  in  Ste. 

J\4.  Friderici  M'unter  in  l/niv.  Hafn.  S.  T'hecl.  Prof.  Publ. 
extr.  Acad.  Volfcorum  Veiitrisy  et  Arcadv.m  Romts  Soc.  Com" 
mentatio  de  Indole  Verjionis  ISovi  'Trjlamcnti  Sahidica.  Accedunt 
Fragmcnta  Epi/lolarum  S.  Pauli  ad  Timotheuvi^  ex  Mcmbranis 
Sahidicis  Ahtfei  Borgiani  J'ektris.  Flafnia  excudehat  Job. 
Frider.  Schuliz.     1/^9,  in  \to. 

De  AliracuUs  S.  Coiuiki  et  Reliquiis  S.  Pane/mi  Jldartyrum 
jThebaicci  Fragmenia  duo,  alter  urn  auifius^  alteram  nunc  primum 
editum.  Prcfit  Diffcrtatio  EfninentiJJimi  Cardinalis  Borgia  de 
Cultu  S.  Coluthi  Martyris.  Accedunt  Fragmenia  varia  notis  in- 
Jcrta,  omnia  ex  ATufco  Borgiano  I eliterno  dcprompta  et  illujira- 
ia,  opera  ac  fludio  F.  Aiigifjlini  Antonii  Georgii  Eremites  Au- 
gujliniani.     Roma.      1793.     4^0. 

From  the  learned  dillertation  of  the  cardinal,  we  gather 
8  that 
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that  thefe  monuments  were  found  amongfl  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  monaftery,  fituated  near  Thebes  in  Upper  iigypt, 
whence  they  were  fent  to  him  with  fome  other  MSS.  amongft 
which  was  found  one  written  in  Greek  and  Coptic,  conrain- 
ing  the  gofpel  of  St.  John,  which  the  characters  refer  to  the 
clofe  of  the  4th  or  beginning  of  the  5th  century. 

The  fecond  clafs  confifts  of  Volscian  monuments. 

No.  I.  Various  bas-reliefs,  in  terra  cotta,  painted  in  en- 
cauftic  Thefe  have  been  publiflied  in  colours  at  Rome  by 
father  Becchettl^  a  Dominican,  diitinguiflied  for  his  learning  ; 
the  bas-reliefs,  confidering  their  age,  are  remarkable  for  their 
beauty,  and  illuilrate  the  cuiloms  of  thofe  ancient  times  and 
cities,  particularly  Velitri. 

II.  Confifts  of  a  plate  of  brafs,  with  a  Volfcian  infcrip- 
tion,  which  abbi  Lanzi  has  engraved  and  explained. 

The  third  clafs  contains  Etruscan  monuments. 

No.  I.  Twelve  patera  in  bronze,  ornamented  with  figures: 
of  thefe,  four  exhibit  Etrufcan  infcriptions. 

II.  Others  v/ithout  figures. 

III.  Candelabra  of  bronze,  one  of  which  Is  adorned  with 
chara£lers  and  figures. 

IV.  A  hundred  and  forty-one  idols  and  other  Etrufcan 
bronzes ;  fome  with  infcriptions. 

V.  Two  myftic  ciftse,  one  of  which  Is  of  bronze,  ralfed, 
with  appropriate  ornaments  and  figures  around  it. 

VI.  Six  fmall  columns,  and  two  fepulchral  infcriptions. 

VII.  Two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  Etrufcan  ^{[fes. 

VIII.  A  feries  of  fcarabaci. 

IX.  Four  beautiful  urns  in  terra  cocta,  ornamented  with 
flowers  and  infcriptions. 

X.  Other  terra  cottas,  with  infcriptions. 
Xr.  An  urn  formed  of  the  ftone  called  Travertlnot  which 

is  likewife  ornamented  with  letters. — Many  authors  Irave 
availed  themielves  of  thefe  monuments  for  their  refe&rchjs 
into  antiquity,  particularly  Lu'igi  Lanzi,  and  Ennio  p'ifconti. 

The  fourth  clafs  confills  of  Grecian  monuments. 

No.  I.  a  very  ancient  tejpra^  publiflied  under  tlie  follow- 
ing title :  Expojitio  FubuliS  hofp'ilalh^  ex  uErc,  antiqii'iffimce  in 
Mufeo  Borgiuno  Velet/n  adjervatce,  audurc  Joanne  Philippo 
Siebenkeesy  Nor'imhergenjiy  Is^c.  Roma.  1729,  in  ^10. 
I  II.  A  great  number  of  Greek  idols  in  bronze,  with  many 
'  pieces  of  fculptured  marble,  of  which  a  very  ancient  frag- 
ment has  been  pubiilhed  at  Rome,  in  4to,  by  Arnold  Hcerai, 
1786. 

II [.  Two  very  large  lamps  of  bronze,  one  of  which  hath 
twelve  fockets- 

iV,  About  a  hundred  Greek  infcriptlous. 

V.  Above 
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V.  Above  ninety  painted  vafes,  charged  with  figures',  cortt-* 
monly  ftyled  Etrulcan  :  many  of  them  xinh  cliara£lers. 

VI.  A  beautiful  feries  of  Greek  coins,  imperial,  and.  of 
cities  -,  above  five  thoufand  > 

An  account  of  a  rare  and  unl:no\V7i  medal  in  this  collection, 
reprefenting  the  head  of  Caracalia,  and,  on  the  reverfe,  a  fi- 
gure half-naked;  with  an  exergue  in  Greek,  lllpia  Pautaim, 
(a  city  of  Thrace)  was  publiihed  at  Rome,  in  4to,  l^^<^i  in- 
a  letter  from  Nicholas  Schovj  to  Cardinal  Borgia. 

The  fifth  clafs  contains  Roman  mokuments. 

Of  thefe  No.  I.  includes  above  600,  reprefenting,  in  bronze, 
divinities,  animals,  and  various  other  remains,  amongft  which 
are  fculptures  of  exquifite  workmanfhip,  fome  in  lead  and 
others  in  ivory. 

II.  A  quantity  of  utenfils  of  various  kinds,  and  particularly 
a  bridle,  which  has  given  occafion  to  the  following  tradl : 
Philippi  Invcrzini  Romani  de  Fr(snis  eorumqitc  Generibus  et 
Fartibus  apud  veteres.  Rom^y  1795 — in  which  the  author, 
with  fingular  erudition,  inveftigates  amongft  all  nations  in 
which  equitation  has  been  practifed,  whether  bridles,  and  of 
what  kind,  were  in  ufe,  —  efpecially  amongft  the  Jews,  Phoe- 
nicians, Etru{*cans,  Greeks,  Romans,  and  ancient  Volfcians ; 
and  concludes  that  tne  particular  bridle  vvhich  is  the  fubjecc 
of  his  inquiry,  is  not  earlier  than  the  Chriftian  emperors. 

III.  Many  pieces  of  lead,  infcribed  with  very  ancient  cha- 
rafters,  and  many  of  terra  cotta,  ornamented  with  bas-re- 
liefs. 

IV.  A  feries  of  j^s,  o/JI  fuj^j  and  very  ancient :  four  of 
them  reftangular,  infcribed  Romanom.  Thefe  are  of  great 
rarity,  and  have  afforded  matter,  for  remark  to  pofcjj'ar  Eck~ 
he!. 

V.  Many  fculptures  in  marble :  one  in  particular,  a  bas- 
relief  of  great  antiquity,  reprefenting  a  figure  with  a  dog, 
larger  than  nature. 

VI.  A  feries  of  weights  in  brafs,  to  the  numiber  of  forty- 
fix,  with  charafters ;  and  otli^rs  in  ftone. 

VII.  Above  600  Roman  infcriptions. 

Vni.  A  great  number  of  admifhon  tickets  to  the  theatre, 
and  other  fpeclacles  {tejjera  thiatralcs)  ;  fome  ivory,  others 
bone. 

IX.  A  quantity  of  terra  cottas,  adorned  with  figures,  bas- 
reliefs,  and.  infcriptions. 

X.  A  quantity  of  lamps,  with  different  figures,  fymbols  in 
brafs  and  terra  cotta  ;  many  feals  in  brafs  ;  keys  and  rings,  in 
brafs,  gold,  and  fdver. 

l^hcjixth  f/a/}ismade  up  of  Indian  monUiMENts. 
No.  I.  Above  100  curioully  painted  figures  of  divinities 

and 
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and  cuftoms  of  the  Indians,  which  \\i\t  given  cccafibn  to  ths 
following  publication  bj'  a  miliionary,  .who  refided  fourteen 
years,  amongfi:  them,  knew  and  fpoke  the  SBcinfcrit,  and,  in 
1 1^90,  pubhPned  a  grammar  of  that  language  r—iS^v/rwza  5r«A- 
mamcum  Lititrpcum  Mythoiogkum  Civ'iit  ex  Mor.umentis  Indi^ 
CIS  Alujei  Boi.g'mni  Vclitris  D'iJJlrtationlbKs  hijlor'ico  cr'it'ich  //- 
luftravit  Fr.  Pau'lnus  a  S.  Bartholonueo  Jlfijjlonar'iuiy  Acade-i' 
mii^  Volfcoram  Vc'litcruiS  Socius.     Rc^me^   ^79^>  initio. 

II.  Two  fmall  temples,  or  chapels,  in  wood  painted,  mo-  . 
numents.  of  great  curiofity.. 

III.  Fifty-fix  Indian  idols  in  brafs,  ftone,  and  lead* 

IV.  A  confiderable  colleftion  of  the  money  of  China,  Ja- 
pan, Siam,  Tonquin,  Thibet,  Hindoitan,  Malabar,  Suma- 
tra, Armenia,  and  the  other  regions  of  Alia. 

V.  Many  books  in  the  language  of  China,  Tartary,  Ton-* 
quin,  Japan,  Nepal,  &c. 

This  rich  colledtion  of  MSS.  has  afforded  opportunity 
to  a  learned  ex-milhonarv,  of  difplaying  the  ftores  of  an  eru- 
dition fcarcely  known  yet  in  Europe,  and  of  irrefragably  re- 
futing the  favourite  hypothefis  of  M.  Bailii,  on  the  exiitence 
of  a  people  anterior  to  the  Chaldeans,  Hebrews,  Egyptians*' 
&c.  as  well  as  of  cdablifljing  other  interePcing  points.  The 
title  of  this  learned  work  is  :  Aiufei  Eorg'iam  Velitris  Codices 
A4amcfcriptl  Avenfcs-t  Pcguani^  Sc'iamici^  Alalabarici^  Indojlani^^ 
jinimadvetjionibus  bl/Ioricp-criticis  caftigati  et  ilhtjirati.  ■  Acce~ 
Hunt  AJ'jnumcnta  incdita,  et  Cofmogon'ia  Indico-lTibetina-i  Auffore 
P.  Paulino  a  S.  Bartholonneo  Carmeliia  Difcakeato^  Mcdaba^ 
rica  Ex  A'J'JJiQnariQy  Acadcmia  Volfcoriim  iiocio.  Ilom^j  179S' 
in  4^0. 

The  fezienih  clafs  includes  TH&  Arabian  monuments. 

No.  I.  A  celeftial  globe,  executed  by  Caiffar.^  a  celebrated 
aftronomer,  for  Muhammed  Alkamel,  fixth  king  of  Egypt, 
in  1225  of  our  asra.  Of  this  a  very  intcrelling  account  has 
been  publiflied  by  ProfeJJhr  AjJ'eman^  at  Padua^  ^79'^>  "^ 
ifto.  * 

II.  Thirty  bronzes,  with  Arabic  letters  and  figures^  amongft 
which  are  tv/o  very  ancient  and  curious  Coptic  aftrolabes. 

III.  A  cabinet  of  more  than  1000  Arabic  coins.  Of  thefe, 
two  interefting  publications  have  appc-'rcd  by  Trofe[Jor  Adier^ 
at  Rome,  17S2,  and  at  Copenhagen,  1792,  in  4to. — In  the 
former  volume,  a  very  lingular  monument  of  the  Drtifes  is  in* 
ferted. 

IV.  A  plate  of  bvafs  and  another  of  lead,  with  Arabic  let- 
ters and  infcriptions. 

V.  Cornelian  and  other  gems  of  great  antiquity,  with  Ara« 
bic  chara61ers,  to  the  number  of  1 13. 
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,  'VI.  A  finall  column  of  marble  with  engraved  chara6lers  ? 
fmgularly  curious. 

VII.  A  number  of  Arabic  MSS.  on  parchment  and  paper 
of  cotton. 

The  eighth  clafs  comprehends  THE  monuments  of  the 

NORTHERN  NATIONS. 

No.  I.  Seven  Runic  calendars ;  one  made  of  the  bones  of 
the  fifh  called  \\\tJta~dog  ;  the  reft  of  wood.  Dr.  Ramus  has 
written  a  book  on  thefe  calendars,  but  which  is  not  yet  pub- 
lifheJ. 

II.  Two  magical  drums  of  Lapland  and  Greenland. 

III.  A  large  quantity  of  arms  of  tlie  ancient  people  of  the 
north,  formed  from  various  forts  of  ftones. 

IV.  Many  other  weapons,  of  copper,  iron,  and  brafs. 

V.  Sepulchral  urns  of  baked  earth. 

The  7t''nth  clafs  confifts  of  Mexican  monuments. 

No.  I.  A  great  number  of  idols  in  wood  and  baked  earth. 

II.  A  Mexican  MS.  on  deer's  fkin,  painted  on  both  fides, 
forty-five  Roman  palms  in  length.  This  is  a  mofl:  valuable 
monument  of  chronology,  which  abbe  Linus  Jofeph  Fabrega, 
a  Mexican,  is  at  prefent  employed  in  explaining. 

The  tenth  clafs  contains  christian  monumtnts. 

I.  Antique  and  figured  glafles,  belonging  to  the  ancient  ce- 
meteries of  Rome. 

II.  A  lead  belonging  to  the  hiftory  of  S.  Genefio,  of  which 
a  curious  account  waspubliflied  by  Profeffor  P.  Irenaus  Jffo^ 
at  Parma,   1794,  in  4to. 

III.  A  number  of  croiTes,  crucifixes,  rings,  chalices,  lamps, 
of  ivory,  and  fculptured  ftones,  &c. 

IV.  Above  100  Chriilian  Infcriptions. 

V.  More  than  200  feals  of  churches,  bifhops,  archdeacons, 
pricfts,  &c. 

VI.  Above  feventy  pictures  on  wood. 

To  mention  all  the  works  In  this  mufeum  which  contrl* 
bute  to  illuftrate  the  fciences  and  religion,  would  be  endlefs  j 
we  will,  therefore,  add  only  the  infcription  at  its  entrance  : 

STEPHANVS  BORGIA  S.  R.  E. 

PRESB.  CARD. 

EX  MVLTIS  ORBIS  PARTIBVS  COLLEGIT 

ANNO  MDCCXV. 

AVGVSTVM  CIVEM  SWiM  IMITATVS 

Q\'I  REBVS  VETVSTATE  AC  RARITATE 

NOTABILIBUS 

SVA  pr^:toria  ORNAVIT. 


To  the  mention  of  the  fubjedts  of  natural  hiflory  in  this 

roufeumj 
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inafcum,  Dr.  Borfon  has  prefixed  a  minute  defcrlptlon  of  a 
very  curious,  and,  as  it  fliould  feem,  non-defcript  univalvular 
iliel!,  of  the  colour  of  white  wine  verging  on  yellow,  tranf- 
parent,  and  having  the  appearance  of  the  thinned  glafs.  Of 
,this  he  has  given  four  engravings. 


Unc  Sjcmn'ine  d^ unc  Afo'ifon  d^ Education  de  Londres :  contenant 
;    dcs  Leclures,  dcs  Hijioircs  agreablesy  ct  des  Dialogues.  Par 
ime  Dame  de  Dijlindion. 

A  JVeek^s  Courfe  of  Education  at  London  ;  containing  Le^ureSj 
Talcs,  and  Dialogues.      i2mo.     ^s.  bd.     Elmfly.     1797. 

'n~"HIS  compilation  has  no  preface  or  addrefs  to  the  reader  ; 
■*■  and  it  exhibits  no  internal  marks  of  the  hand  of  a  lad'f 
cf  d'tjtintlion^  to  whom  it  is  attributed  in  the  title-page.  A 
(hort  dialogue  introduces  an  extrailfrom  Marmontel's  Hiflory 
of  the  Incas,  which  fome  female  pupils  are  fuppqfed  to  read 
to  their  inftru^lrefs.  Remarks  are  then  made  on  the  fubjedl; 
and  a  ridiculous  ftory  is  afterwards  read,  of  a  princefs  wliofe 
nofe  derived  a  preternatural  elongation  from  her  having  eaten 
a  particular  fpecies  of  figs  ;  a  punlfliment  which  was  infli6led 
upon  her  for  her  perfidy  to  her  lover.  Frefh  readings  and 
new  dialogues  follow  :  the  latter  are  not  ill  written  ;  and  the 
work  may  prove  ufeful  to  thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to  ac- 
quire a  knowledge  of  the  French  language. 


Recueil  des  Atles  Diplomatiques  concernant  la  N^gociation  dii 
Lord  A4altr.e/hury  avec  le  Gowjerncmeut  de  la  Republiquc 
Frangaife,  a  Paris,  du  22  Ot7.  au  20  Dec.  1796.  Suivies 
d'  Ofervations  Diplomatiques  et  Poliliqucs.  Par  I'Auteur  de 
la  Politique  Raijonnce^ls^c.     Hambourg.   1797. 

Colkclion  of  Diplomatic  Pieces  relating  to  the  Negotiation  of 
Lord  Malmcjhury  with  the  Government  of  the  French  Re- 
public, isfc.  "To  which  are  added  Diplomatic  and  Political 
Obfervations.  ^vo.  3^.  Jewed.     Imported  by  De  Boffe. 

'TPHE  diplomatic  conduft  of  the  regular  governments  of  Eu- 
■*■  rope  has  been  long  the  fubjecl  of  jull  ridicule  among  thofe 
who  have  been  at  all  concerned  in  negotiations ;  and  the  ill 
fuccefs  of  lord  Mahnclbury  in  his  late  journey  to  Paris  is  by 
jio  means  calculated  to  bring  them  inro  general  credit.  A 
common  courier  might  at  once  have  fettled  the  whole  of  his 
bufmefs  ;  and,  by  a  proper  underftanding  in  the  outfet,  Gi'eat 
Bsitain  might  have  been  fpared  the  dilgrncc  of  feeing  her  re- 

P  p  2  pre- 
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prefentative  expofccl  to  the  ridicule  of  Europe.     Our  nu trior 
dees  not  fee  thefe  things  in  the  fame  light;   lie  is  attached  to 
the  flyle  of  the  old  courts,  and  gives  us  a  detail  of  tlie  me- 
morials in  the  kte  negotiation,  with  a  view  of  eftablifhing 
fome  general  prhiciples  for  diplomatic  condu£l.     He  refers 
us  to  the  peace  of  Utrecht  for  a  general  ilandaid,  and  talks 
of  the  balance  of  power  with  the  ufual  obfcurity  attached  to 
that  exprefijon.     We  may  judge  of  the  extent  of  his  forefight 
by  the  following  pafTage :  'The  feparation  of  the  iiiterells  of 
Auftria  and  England,  very  poilibie,  and  even  very  probable,, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1796J  15  now  impoiTible  ;  and 
thofe   old  friends,  which  at  one    time  had  almofl  loft  fight 
of  each  other,   will   remi;in   fo  much  the   more   united,  as 
France    endeavours    more    obftinately    to    feparate    them.*" 
Of  his  talents  for  improving  the  diplomatic  branch  of  go- 
vernment,, we  may  form  a  tolerable  judgment  from  the  en- 
comiums  beftowed   on    the    German   conftitution,   and  his. 
wifhes  that  that,  in  our  opinion,  barbarous  feudal  government 
might  be  re-eftablifhcd  with  all  its  ancient  rights  and  dignities.. 
To  fuch  a  perfon  the  condu6t  of  the  elector  of  Hanover 
mull  naturally  appear  very  criminal.    '^We  are  very  forry,,* 
fays  he,  *  that,  whilft  this  work  was  in  the  prefs,  a  circum- 
ftance  fhould  have  hindered  us  from  inferting  here  a  note 
tranfmitted  to  the  diet  of  the  empire  by  the  government  of 
Hanover  in  Oftober  1796-     I'his  note  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  public  papers  of  Europe*,'  (though  it  was  in- 
Icrted  in  the  Englifh  papers,  the  Times,  tjie  Sun,  the  Cou- 
rier, &c.  &c.  very  early  in  November)  '  and  it  is  to  the  foUow- 
ing  purport:   that  hii-  BritiOi  majefty,  both  from  the  inutility 
as  well  as  injufilcc  of  the  prefent  war,  cannot  concur  in  any 
of  the  means  propofed  by  the  empire  for  its  continuation. 
The  exprefhons  are  fo  little  reilrained,  that  this  note  furp^ffes 
the  molt  unconftitutional  a6ls  e.vcr  before  committed  againft; 
the  diet.     At  the  fame  time,  too,  hi^  Bvitiili  majefty,  on  ths 
folemn  day  of  opening  his  purliament,  praifes  the  firmncfs  o£ 
his  ally  the  empcror.i  a  conftancy  every  way  worthy  of  him. 
The  perfonal  charaifer  of  the  king  of  England  as  a  man  of 
integrity,  conilrains  us  to  believe  that  the  latter  are  his  real 
fentiments;  and  if  circumltances-  have  forced,  him  to  a  dif- 
ferent line  of  conduct  as  eleftor,  he  furely  might  have  guard- 
ed his  expreiTions  fo  as  not  to  give  fo  dangerous  an  example 
in  the  caule  of  the  empire  and  of  Auftria,  at  a  time  when  the 
fyftcm  of  deftruclion  was  but  juft  arretted  in  its  career.  But  if 
tiic  king   of  England  could  iiot  perfonaily  play  this  double 
game,  qui  gou^rne  dencf — who,  then)  is  governor  ?' 

As 
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As  a  bafis  of  diplomatic  reafoning,  we  cannot  recommend 
tlie  work  before  us.  It  is  taken  too  much  from  fa£ts  of  a  late 
date,  of  which  the  author  does  not  feem  capable  to  form  a 
jxift  eftimate.  Vvlien  recourfe  is  had  to  arms,  there  is  an  end 
of  veafoninor  from  diplomatic  llyles  ;  and  if  the  fyftem  of  lord 
Malmefbury  might  be  uleful  in  fuch  a  negotiation  as  the  treaty 
of  Pilnitz,  it  can  be  no  longer  of  avail  if  France  Ihould  re- 
tain its  republican  government. 


L'' Ombre  de  Catherine  11.  aux  Champs  Ely  fees. 

The  Shade  of  Catharine  II.    in   the  Rhjlan  Fields.     St'o.     Is* 
Imported  by  De  BotFe.    1797. 

'X  HIS  pamphlet  is  the  produ£lion  of  an  enemy  of  the  French 
revolution.  It  contains  three  dialogues  of  the  dead  ;  and, 
in  each,  the  late  eraprefs  of  Ruffia  is  one  of  the  fpeakefs. 
Charon,  having  received  her  in  his  bark,  ferries  her  over  the 
Acheron  ;  and  (lie  is  condu£led  to  the  retreat  of  the  fpirits  of 
princes.  Meeting  vfith  Peter  the  Great,  (lie  is  rallied  by  him 
on  the  opinions  which  the  late  em.percrs  of  Germany  and 
Turkey,  and  the  kings  of  Sweden  and.  PrulTia,  entertained  of 
fome  parts  of  her  cfiar?(fi:er  ;  but  he  adds,  that  they  all  agreed 
in  repreftnting  her  as  the  improver  and  reformer  of  her  coun- 
try. A  long. dialogue  enfues,  which  terminates  with  a  pom- 
pous panegyric  pronounced  by  the  czar  upon  the  government 
of  Catharine. 

In  the  dialogue  between  tire  emprefs  and  Louis  XVI.  fhc 
lamencs  his  irrefolutiqn,  while  {lie  applauds  the  virtues  of  his 
charae^er.  ',  She  expreffes  her  furprife  at  his  not  having  put 
liimfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  when  tiie  mafefchal  de 
Eroglio  advifed  him  to  take  that  decifive  liep  ;  and  Oie  com- 
pares his  weaknefs  in  this  inftance.io  that  of  her  hufbnnd', 
Peter  HI.  who,  by  adopting  the  coiinfel  of  the  veteran'  Mu- 
nich, and  leading  his  guards  to  Peterfburg,  might  have  faved 
both  his  life  and  crown.  .         -.^ 

The  converfation  between  the  Qzaflna  and  the  Pruilian  he- 
ro is  not  very  interefting.  It  contains,  at  the  clofe,  a'  fpeech 
which  Frederic  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Paul,  the  reigning 
potentate  of  Rulna,  who  is  fuppofed  to  promife  that  he  will 
embark  in  the  caufe  of  kings  againlt  France,  and,  by  a  vigo- 
rous war,  crufti  that  diforganiring  fpirit  which  threatens  the 
fubverfion  of  locial  order.  But  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
that  Paul  will  not  be  fo  quixotic. 
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Les  Caufes  dc  la  Rh-oht'ion  de  Francc-i  et  les  Efforts  dc  la  Koblcffe 
pour  en  arrher  les  P>  ogres.  Premier  Volume  d'lni  Ouvrage^ 
dont  le  fecond  centietidra  Promenade  dam  la  Grande  Brctagnfy 
ct  le  tro'ifiime^  Promenade  en  Irlande.     Par  De  Latognaye. 

^he  Caufes  of  the   French  Revolution^  and  the  Efforts   of  the 
Nobleffe  to  Interrupt  its  Progrefs.     2vo.    "]$.    De  Bofte. 

A  Well-written  treatife  on  the  caufes  of  the  French  revolu-^ 
tion  is  yet  a  defideratuni.  The fe  caufes,  it  is  true,  are 
well  known  ;  but  men  whofe  prejudices  furvive  their  experi-? 
ence,  are  not  likely  to  draw  the  proper  inferences  from  them. 
The  author  of  the  work  before  us  is  extremely  ill-qualified  for 
?he  taik.  He  fees  no  caufe  for  the  revolution,  but  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  court,  and  no  leffou  to  be  learned  from  it,  but  tar 
afl  with  more  prudence  and  cunning  in  governing  the  people. 
jHis  profefled  intention  is  *  to  give  a  jufl  iue^i  of  the  origiii 
and  duration  of  the  troubles,  to  explain  the  honourable  mo- 
tives which  led  the  nobility  to  leave  the  country,  and  to  prove 
that  the  weaknefs  and  indecifion  of  government  are  the  chief 
caufes  of  the  overthrow  of  empires.*  The  idea,  however, 
which  he  gives  of  the  origin  of  the  revolution,  is  not  jufl,  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  founded  upon  a  candid  relation  of  fa61:s  :  and 
what  he  calls  indecifion  and  iveakrtefs,  are  the  want  of  thofc 
exertions  of  arbitrary  power  which  may  for  a  time  fupprefs, 
but  can  never  extinguifli,  the  fpirit  of  reliflance  to  opprellion. 

Our  author,  hov/ever,  writes  in  a  lively  animated  ftyle,  and 
interfperfes  his  narrative  with  little  pieces  of  poetry,  and  plea- 
fantries  that  are  not  unentertaining  ;  jind  we  agree  with  him, 
in  excufing  thefe,  that,  '  it  is  a  great  matter  to  be  able  to  laugh 
in  the  midft  of  misfortune.'  But  we  queftion  whether  the 
charms  of  ftyle  will  compenfate  for  the  abfence  of  qualities  far 
more  valuable  in  a  work  which  profefies  to  examine  the  caufes 
of  the  French  revolution.  Of  what  kind,  for  example,  are 
the  defedls  of  the  following  narrative  ?  ■>,■.; 

*  On  the  14th  (  July  1789  ),  the  populace  was  con- 
du6led  by  the  nev/  militia  to  the  gardc-rmuble  in  the  Place 
Louis  XV.  which  they  pillaged  entirely,  and  took  away  the 
ancient  armour  j  from  thence  they  repaired  to  the  Invalids^ 
and  making  a  forcible  entry,  got  poiTeflion  of  near  thirty  thou- 
fand  myfquets,  and  a  dozen  cannon.  Encouraged  by  their 
fuccefs,  they  ran  to  attack  the  Baftille,  in  which  there  were, 
as  ufual,  only  fome  old  invalids,  and  thirty  Swifs  foldiers, 
who,  although  they  had  fcarcely  any  ammunition,  and  only 
fome  bad  cannon  ufed  upon  rejoicing  day?,  might  have  de- 
fied the  cfForts  of  the  populace.  It  would  have  been  fufhcier.t 
to  keep  the  gates  fhut,  and  not  trouble  themfelves  about  the 
Impotent  efforts  of  the  mob  ;  bur  inftead  of  this,  the  governor 
6  held 
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held  a  parley,  admitted  the  ringleaders  into  the  interior  j  and, 
after  a  very  flight  defence,  the  populace  got  admittance  with 
them,  and  feized  the  governor,  the  major,  about  a  hundred  in- 
valids, andtheSwifs, — condudled  them  to  the  Flace  deGrevCf 
and  having  hanged  them  upon  the  lantern-poft,  cut  their  bodies 
in  pieces,  and  paraded  their  bleeding  limbs  about  the  ftreets/ 
To  this  curious  account,  which  our  readers  will  perceive  is 
original  in  almofl;  every  fentence,  a  note  is  added,  probably  to 
complete  the  ciimax.  '  It  is  a  fa61:  little  known,'  fays  this  ac' 
C7^rfl/f  hiftorian,  '  and  yet  probable,  although  ever  fo  fingular, 
that  M.  dc  Launay,  governor  of  the  BalVille,  was  himfelf  in-- 
fe6led  with  the  modern  ideas  of  philofophy  and  fraternity  ; 
and  that  this  (rather  than  any  other  motive)  was  the  reafon  of 
the  admiffion  of  the  populace  into  the  Ballille.  He  was  the 
firfl  example  of  national  gratitude.' 

This  fpecimen,  felecSled  from  not  a  few,  may  fuffice  to 
ftamp  this  work  with  the  credit  it  deferves. 


Les  dernier s  Regicides :  on  Mudanie  Elizabeth  de  Fiance,   et 
Louis  XV LI.  Par  M.  Lc  Chev.  dc  M—. 

The  lajl  Regicides :  or  Afadam  Elizabeth  of  France^  and  Louis 
XVIL    81/0.     2i.  6^.    DeBoffe.     1796. 

'T'HIS  author  profefles  to  lay  before  the  world  the  primary 
,•*  caufes  of  the  revolution,  and  the  fpirit  of  republics. 
With  the  latter  he  feems  to  be  very  little  acquainted  ;  and  in 
tracing  the  primary  caufes  of  the  revolution,  he  falls  into  an 
error  very  common  with  the  emigrant  writers,  namely,  either 
millaking  caufes  for  effe6ls,  or  fecondary  caufes  for  primary 
ones.  He  has  faults,  however,  of  much  more  confequence 
than  thefe.  He  invents,  amplifies,  and  exaggerates,  witliout 
the  leafl  foundation  in  fa£l:.  His  intention,  like  that  of  the 
clafs  of  writers  to  which  he  belongs,  is  to  impute  all  to  the 
people,  and  nothing  to  the  court.  He  talks  of  order,  laws, 
and  liberty  under  the  old  regime.  Among  the  principals  em- 
ployed to  bring  about  the_  revolution,  he  reckons  Mcf'mcr  and 
Cagliollro  ;  and,  as  ufuai,  he  makes  no  difference  betvt^een  the 
tondu6l  of  the  chief  popular  cliara£lers  in  the  flatcs-general, 
and  the  party  of  Robelpicrre.  in  his  wrath  againll  all  writers 
and  agents  on  the  fide  of  freedom,  he  confounds  Franklin, 
Howard,  La  Fayette,  &c.  ^c.  in  the  fame  mais.  In  the  fame 
fpirit  he  even  aflcrts  that  England  once  was  a  propngand:/i  na- 
tion, and  in  queen  Anne's  time  wanted  to  give  hbtrty  to  all 
Europe.  In  Paris,  he  finds  a  general  congreCi  of  all  nations 
atFembled  for  this  purpofej  and  other  fets  of  propagandilU  he 
(iilpoles  of  in  the  following  whlmfKal  manner  : 
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;  ,*  Jn  Europe  they  employerd  themf^Ives  on  the  flaveryof 
America  ;  in  France,  on  toleration  ,in.,RuiriaancluSwede^a;j  at 
Geneva,,  on  the  conlVitution  of  Poland  ;  inl.talyj.Beccaria -de- 
nounced the  penal  .code  of;Fi,-a|icei  at  London,^ Howard  re-r 
proached  the  French  vvitli^the  unhealthinefs^  .of  rtheir  priTpinf^ 
and  hofjiitals  ;  at  Bofton,  they- , decried  the  inq,uif][.lon  ol  -yo,-, 
nice;,  at  Paris,  tlicy  revifed  and  amended  the  ^n^liili  laws;' 
and  in  Holland  they  lnveighe<il  ag-aiuil  the  niiiitary  fyilcm  of 
ajl  .{ta-te,s.  Every- wjiere  >v,ar'was  de/d.-Jred  againft  governments,,, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  d.oCttm^-  iii  feffeflibiility  ^tl^q  its.  ap.-, 
peararipe.' 

As  this  writer  confiders  the  revolution  6f  France  as  a  difor- 
der,  he  has  invedigated its  caufes,  with  a  vievv-  to  offer  his  ad- 
vice to  governments  w^h'ich  are  yet"  monarchical.  We  have' 
already  mentioned  that  he  confiders  Mefmer,  Oagiiollro;  a,hd' 
the  philofopliersj  as  the  caufts  of  that  revplution  ;  b'«t.havin?f 
310  preventive  at  hand  for  fuch  lymptoiil?,  he  dtre61:s  his  at- 
tcntipa  v»"hol]y  to  kings.  ^^  On^J_a£cmhle_(n  vain  toutes  les. 
caufes  de  la  revolution  :  il  n'en  e/i.quunc,  la  trap  gi  ar.de  bonte 
du  fpuv£rain^^  "He  is  of  opinion  'that  if  Louis  XVI.  had 
been  fevere,  he-. would  have  been  feared-.;  tfrVd  if  he  had  in- 
flicted puuiihmenis,  lie  would  have  been,  .obeyed  :  and  thefe 
are  the  renipdie^  he  \vi|hes  to  ■^ecQ^mejidj.  on\the  firft  ap- 
pearance o^  innovation,  which,  our  r^eade.rs.  may  perceive,  very^ 
imrch  refemb'Ie  tlie"  violent  remedies  pre'fcribed  in  defperaCe 
c*afcs,  which  are.  fa  id,  either  to  ^  kill  or  cure.'  But  we  fhall 
not  detaitli'jtherr}  anylopger  with  a  publication  fo  littl?  worthy 
of  credit 'or  attention. 


J)on-,*Jjian.M.apiyiaA^uno'Z]Gcfchichte  der,Neucn  Wtlt  aus 
dem  Spamfchen  ubcrfetzt,  und-  mit  crlciutertiden  Anmerkungen 

-  hcyanfgeben  von  M.  C  Sprengel.  Erjler  Band.  Afit  Kup-^ 
fikK\i  u^vifihavteyi.     Vfeimar.     179.5.,,, 

J  Eijiory  cf  the  Ncvj   World;  tr an flatcd  from   the  Spani/Jj  of 
■•  Don  j.    B.   Mums,    'vjltb'  iltujlrative  Remarks^  bj  M.   C 
Sprengel.     Vol.  I.      With  a  Plate  and  Charts. 

Til  ?  E  have  taten  occafion  .but  lately  to  obferve,  that  the 
■  want  of  a  literary  intercourfe  between  this  country  and 
Spiin  leaves  us  much  in  the  dark  as  to  new  publications.  Of 
the  hiRory  before  us  we  long  ago  heard  ;  but  it  is  only  through 
the  medium  of  tliis  publication  that  it  hitherto  has  come  to  our 
hands.  This  however  we  have  little  caufe  to  regret  :  for  though 
^he  ilyle  of  Don  Munoz  is  highly  to  be  praifed,  that  of  his 
Jranflator  is  equally  good.     Indeed,  in  the  prsfent  inflance, 

his 
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ills  work  fliould  be  preferred^  for  the  in^portant  additions  it  i$" 
found  to  contain, — additions  vijiieh  the  author  is  glad  to-adopt. 

From  the  various  publlcatic)as  pii  the  fubjectof  t^is  hif- 
tory,  it  mii^ht  be  Linaeined  the,  information  concerning  it  was- 
exhaufted :  but  this  will  be  fecn  to  be  far  from  tht^dQ:.  Pr. 
Eobertfon,-wiih  all  his  refeaireh,,  left-  ample  materials  unex- 
plored ;  and'f even  after  what  the  aiTchlves  of  Spain  could  dif- 
clofe  to  Do^v  i\1unoz  under -the  exprefs  command  of  his  fo- 
vereign,  Mr.-  Spreugexhas  fhawn  he  had  much  to  fuppiy, 

In  aprcHrhinary  dTrcourfe,X>on  Munozdetail^i  the  hiflory 
of  his  work, — recapitulates  the  fources  whencebis  infor-matlp.Qj 
is  derived,-  and  interfpe-rles  a  variety  of  judicious  remarkfS.' 

The  Hiftory  itfelf  is  divided  into  books,  fix  of  which  are. 
comprifed  in,  this  volume.  The.firil:  and  fecond'are  properly 
introduiSioryi  and  compofed  withconfuierable  judgment.  Th^- 
voyage  of  Columbus  begins'  with  the  third,  andjtake^  in  the 
tranl'ailions' of  the  year.  The  fourth  book  opens  with  hi^_ 
return  to  Spain  in  1493  ;  and  the  fifth  records  the  events  of. 
I4Q4  and  5,  Book  the  fixth  begins  from  I496t,  and  Corne*, 
down  to  the  year  150c.  '      .y 

ft  is  not  enough  to  fay  of  this  work,  that  it  contains  muc-lv 
which  is  new  ;  for.it  would  be  to  rob  it  of.its  praife,  Ihould  w«r 
omit  to  obferve,  that  Don  Munoz,  without  affecting  th,e  fliow 
of  novelty,  has  frequently  given  it  by  placing  pld  objects  kh 
more  ftvlking  poiiv^s  of  view.  ,;- 

Bcfides  the  portrait  of  Columbus  arlmirably  e;ngraved,  and: 
a  chart  of  Hifpanioia  with  the  original  names  and  divifions, 
two  others  are  annexed  by  Sprengel  to  the  worky-r-one,  of  tli^; 
Well  Indies  from  Bryan  Edwards,  on  a  large  fcale  with  cor- 
re£l;ions;  the  other,  the  mofl  ancient  and  hitherto  i^n  uneditet^ 
chart  of  the  new  world  by  Diego  RibtTo,  cofmographer  ti\ 
Charles  the  Fifth,  thirty-feven  years  after  die,  difc.overy  hy. 
the  Spaniards.  The  lad  is  accompanied  with  an  i'Uuilrative- 
memoir,  which  occupies  an  appendix  of  feventy  pages,  and- 
evinces  the  intelligence  of  the  learned  tranflator. 

La  France  pendant  ^^aiorze  Siecles^  ou  Preuves  de  la  ConJi'itU' 
t'lon  de  !a  Monarchic  Fran^oije  duns  Jes  dijferens  /^gcs.  Par 
AL  de  Blaire.     Zvo, 

France  during  Fourteen  Centuries }  or  Proofs  of  the  Conjlitut'ion 
of  the  French  Monarchy  at  its  different  Ferifid^. 

/~\F  all  the  follies  of  this  enlightened  age,  there  is  fear ce  one. 
^-^  more  ludicrous  than  that  which  in  France  has  been  the 
obje6t  of  fo  much  difculhon.  On  one  fide  it  was  fiiid  that 
France  never  had  a  conilitution  till  the  lad  revolution  i  on  the 
other,  that  it  has  had  one  for  fourteen  ages  ;  and  by  the  lat- 
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\.x  party,  the  inference  drawn  is,  that  a  conftitutlon  which 
had  lafted  for  fourreeii  ages,  ought  jiot  to  be  changed. 
The  affertion  of  the  Hrll  party  is  without  foundation;  the 
inference  of  the  laft  party  is  moft  abfurd.  Allowing  that 
France  has  had  a  coiiditution  for  fourteen  ages  or  more, 
.it  is  certain  that  before  that  time  its  conditution  was- 
tery  different  from  the  late  fubfifting  one ;  and  as  the  late 
conftitution  could  be  admitted  by  a  generation  living  fourteen 
centuries  ago,  to  the  defliruftion  of  the  preceding  conftitu- 
tion, there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  prefent  generation  had 
^e  fame  right  to  introduce  a  new  conftitution,  and  a  fuc- 
ceeding  generation  will  have  the  right  to  remove  it.  The 
difficulty  is,  to  tell  what  this  conftitution  has  been  for  four- 
teen ages-  The  inquiry  is  of  no  great  confequence  to  the 
.j^refent  difputes  ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  curiodty  to  the  hifto- 
jian--  -  Heroldj  Pithoii,  Bignon,  Eccard,  Lindenbrog,  afford 
materials  for  tliis  inquiry ;  and  from  them  is  drawn  the  chief 
information  iii  the  work  before  us  ;  and  of  tiif-fe  mareiialsthe 
beft  ufe  is  not  made,  becaufe  the  author  is  under  the  influence 
,of  a  party  fpirit.  What  had  he  to  do  with  our  conftitution, 
or  with  Copenhagen-houfe  ?  "What  Jiad  he  to  do  with  the 
praife  or  blame  of  minlRcrs  ?  ilis  bufinefs  was  to  fhow  us  the 
conftitution  of  France  for  fourteen  ages,  of  which  we  have 
no  fcruple  to  fay,  that  it  was  bitter  than  the  prefent  conftitu- 
tion of  Fe2,  Algiers,  Morocco,  Ruffia,  Naples,  Turkey, 
and  that  it  was  alfo  a  very  bad  conftitution.  The  cry  of  our 
anceftors  agaiuft  it,  was  not  without  foundation — *  No  great 
monarque  !  no  wooden  fhoes  !' 

"  The  refult  of  the  inquiry  is  ludicrous  enough.  One  of  the 
articles  of  this  fourteen-century  conftitution  is,  Touafont  librcs. 
A  pretty  fpecies  of  liberty  they  enjoyed  indeed  for  the  laft 
1400  years  !  An  Engliftiman  would  be  nearer  the  truth  in 
faying,  '  All  but  the  nobles  are  (laves. '  Another  is,  Aucun 
citoyen  ne  pent  itre  enleve  a  fa.  jurlfdiftion  nahirelle^ — except 
when  he  is  taken  away  by  a  lettrc-de-cdchet^  that  is,  juft  when- 
ever the  minifter  pleafes.  We  will  not  extract  any  more. 
This;  will  Ihow  the  temper  of  the  writer,  and  that  lie  wants 
the  firft  requifite  in  an  hiftorian, — ftri^t  impartiality.  There 
were  fo  many  bad  things  in  this  old  conftitution  of  fourteen 
hundred  years,  that  unlefs  a  ivorfe  ftate  of  things  takes  place, 
every  friend  of  humanity  muft  rejoice  that  it  is  fwept  away 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Po'.terity  will  judge  of  this,  when 
the  point  may  be  argued  by  Engliihmen  without  paffion.,, 

Ropport  fait  a  fa  Majefte  Louis  XVI I L     Conftance. 
Report  made  to  his  Majefiy^  Louis    XFIIL     %vo.  3J.  fc'-u.'cd. 

Imported  by  De  Boffe.      1 796. 
"VTOTHING  is  fo  difficult  as  to  reconcile  the  opinir.ns  of 
-^^    the  emigrant  writers.  Neither- in  the  clofet  nor  the  field 
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are  they  a  united  corps ;  and  their  countrymen  who  look  in 
their  writings  for  principles  and  maxims  of  conduiSt,  will  too 
frequently  find  only  perfonal  objurgation  and  contending  pre- 
judices.   In  our  XVlIth  Vol.  N.  A.  p.  446,  we  gave  fome 
account  of  M.  de  Calonne's  Tableau  de  1' Europe.    The  pre- 
fent  work  is  a  long  and  elaborate  anfwer  to  the  Tableau,  and 
particularly  addrefled  to  the  perfonage  called  Louis  XVIII. 
M.  Calonne,  our  readers  may  remember,  contended  that  the 
king  fhould  declare,  and  adhere  to  the  declaration,  that  mo- 
narchy fhould  be  eftabliflied  on  a  conftitutional  bafis,  regu- 
hited  and  limited  by  fixed  laws ;  but  on  the  other  hand  he 
deftroyed  the  effe£l:  likely  to  refult  from  fuch  temperate  mca- 
fures,  by  attempting  to  prove  that  the  principles  of  the  pre-^ 
fent  French  conftitutlon  have  fubverted  the  foundations  of 
all  fociety ;  and  that  every  peace  concluded  with  the  republic 
is  a  ftep  to  infure  the  univerfal  triumph  of  atheifm,  equality, 
regicide  principles,  confifcation,  &c.  &c.  and  that  the  French 
monarchy  only  would  fecure  a  good  peace.  From  fuch  writers 
the  French  republic  has  certainly  little  to  fear.    Men  mull  be 
confident  with  themfelves  before  they  can  expeft  to  convince 
others;  and  we  obferved,  in  reading  the  Tableau^  that  the  au- 
thor's arguments  were  in  general  provided  with  as  many 
proofs  agahijl  as  for  them  :  — a  mode  of  writing  which  is,  to 
lay  the  leaft,  more  ingenious  than  ufeful. 

The  author  of  this  Report  endeavours  to  arrive  at  the  fame 
conclufion  as  M.  Calonne,  by  a  different  road.  H-e  ftates  very 
candidly  the  errors  of  the  old  government;  but  making  a  di- 
llindlion  between  the  government  and  the  conllitution,  he  con- 
tends that  the  latter  contained  even  a  greater  portion  of  poli- 
tical liberty  than  M.  Qalonne  would  advife  the  king  to  pro- 
mife.  It  would  not  be  very  jnterefting  to  our  readers,  w*:re 
we  to  follow  thefe  champions  in  their  career ;  but  we  mull 
in  juftice  fay,  that  the  author  of  the  Report  is  more  moderate 
in  his  fentinaents,  and  a  more  clofe  rcafoner  than  his  anta- 

SO"^^^:   ?-j;>!x& 

Lettre  de  AL  de  Calonne  an  C'ltoyen-Auteur  du  prhcndu  Rap~ 
port  fait  a  S.  M.  Louis  XFIIL 

Letter  of  M.  ^le  Calonne  to  the  Citizen- Juthor  of  the  pretended 
Report  made  to  his  Afajefly,  Louis  XV IH.  %vq.  Xs.  Dc 
BofFe.   1796. 

^TIT-HETHER  M.  de  Calonne  has  felt  the  force  of  his  an- 
^^  tagonift's  arguments,  we  know  not ;  but  there  are  fymp- 
toms  of  forenefs  in  this  pamphlet  which  difgracc  the  gravity 
of  political  difcufiion.  He  points  out  a  few  things  which  the 
author  of  the  Report  has  mifreprcfcnted  or  mifunderftooil ; 
but  all  the  reft  is  vulgar  fare afm,  v/bjch  we  little  expelled 
from  the  pen  cf  M.  de  Calonne,  _  OCCA- 
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EFUTATION  de  la  Thcorle  Pneiimatiquc,  &c.  Refu- 
tation of  the  Pneumatic  Theory,  or  tlie  New  Syftem  of 
Modern  Chcmiftry,  8vo.  Paris. — Tliis  work  is  by  Lamark,' 
and  is  an  enlarged  edition  of  his  Recherclies  fur  les  Caufes 
des  prfticipaux  Faits  Phyfiques,  or,  Enquiries  into  the  prin- 
cipal Fat^s  in  PI, vfiefi*.     , 

Rfifl«xions  fur  la  Colom«  de  Saint  Domingue,  die  Re- 
flections on  the  Colony  of  St.  Domingo,  or  an  Inquiry  into- 
tiie -Caufes  of  its  Ruiii,'  the  Meafures  ado}>ted  to  re-eftablifli 
it,  with  ,a  Sketch  of  the  Plan  of  Organifation  proper  to  re- 
flore  its 'Ancient  Splendour  Vaddreffed  to  the  Friends  of  Com- 
pierce  and  National  Profperity,  2  vols.  8vo.  Paris. — This 
forms  a  continuation  of  the  Hillory  of  St.  DomitJgo,  in  i  toI. 
8vo.  ptibliflied  by  the  fame  author.  It  is  divided  into  five 
partp,  and  each  of  thefe  into  chapters.'  In  the  firftpart,  the 
duthor  treats  of- the  colonies  of  antiquity  and  of  the  middle 
ages;  the  revolution  whicb  the  difcovery  of  the  new  worki 
Gccafioned  in  the  political  fyftem  of  Europe  ;  the  foundation  of 
a  French  colony  in  St.  Domingo,  its  commerce,  progref?^ 
abufes,  and  the  caufes  ofits  decline.  In  the  fecond,  hegives 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  ifland,  and  the  meafures  adopted  to  re- 
eftablifti  it.  In  the  third,  the  application  of  the  French  con- 
{litution  to  St.  Domingo,  and  the  Spanifh  part  of  the  ifland. 
In  the  fourth,  lie  treats  of  the  foundation  of  the  commercial 
fyftem  of  Europe;  the  influence  of  colonies  on  the  general 
commerce  of  nations,  5ic-  In  th:  fifth,  he  takes  ji  viev/  of  the 
influence  England  has  had  on  colonial  events,  and  the  flate  of 
St.  Domingo  compared  with  that  of  France.  He  concludes 
with  examining  into  the  meafures  proper  to  leftore  peace  and 
jp.duftry. 
Coup  d'CEil  fur  les  Courfes  des  Chevaux  en  Angleterre,  8<c. 

—This 
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«— 71ii3  is  a  treatife  oh  the  breed  of  Englifli  horfesj.and  on  the 
means  of  extending  that  branch. of  rural  economy  to  France. 
Paris,  8vo.  J 796. 

Introdu£lion  a  I'Etude  des  Medallles,  par  A.  L.  MilKn. 
IntroduQion  to  the  Study  of  Medals.  Paris.  1796. — -The 
obje£l  of  this  work  is  to  facilitate  the  ftudy  of  medals,  and  to 
recommend  its  utility  in  the  fludies  of  geography,  hrltory, 
chronology,  &c.     The    author   gives   le£lures  on   the   fub^ 

jca. 

Inflrudlions  fur  le  Claveau  des  Moutons,  Inflruftions  on  the 
Rot  in  Sheep,  pubiifhed  by  the  Council  of  Agriculture,  drawa 
up  by  Citizen  F.  H.  Gilbert,  Paris,  1796. 

Petit  Di6tionnaire  Hiftorique,  &c.  Small  Hiftoxical  Diction- 
ary for  the  lnftru<ri:ion  of  Youth,   i2mo.  Paris,  1796. 

La  Jacobiniade,  ou  le  Delire  and  1' Agonie  des  Jacobins.  Th6 
Jacobiniad,  or  the  Madnefs  and  Agonies  of  the  Jacobins,  a 
heroi-comic  poem  in  four  cantos,  8vo.  1796. 

L'Enfant  du  Carnaval.  Paris,  1796,  2  vols.  8vo.  The 
Child  of  the  Carnival,  a  remarkable  and  true  Hiftory.— This 
is  a  novel  intended  to  bring  into  contempt  the  cruelties  of  the 
revolutionary  government.  The  author,  however,  like  moll 
French  novelilts,  is  rather  deficient  in  decency. 

CEuvres  deMoncrif,  &c.  A  new  edition  of  the  Works  of 
Moncrif,  a  Member  of  the  French  Academy,  Sic.  with  Addi- 
tions.—  Frantj'ois-Auguftin-Paradis  de  Moncrif  was  born  at 
Paris  in  1687,  and  died  1 770.  He  was  a  wit  and  a  polifhed 
writer.  The  prefent  edition  includes  his  fugitive  pieces,  and 
is  ornamented  with  plates,  2  vols.  8vo. 

Hiftoirc  Philofophique  de  la  Revolution,  &c.  A  Fhilofo- 
phical  Hiftory  of  the  French  Revolution,  from  the  Convo- 
eation  of  the  Notables  by  Louis  XVL  to  the  Separation  of  the 
Convention  :  by  A.  F'antjj'i-Defodoards.  Vols.  L  and  IL 
Svo.  Paris,  1 796.  This  author  publiflaed,  in  1789,  the  Hifto- 
ry of  France,  from  the  Death  of  Louis  XIV.  to  the  Peace 
concluded  at  Verfaiiles  in  i-T^^,  in.  8  vols,  with  a  palpable 
partiality,  wliicli  he  has  fince  excufed,  by  informing  the  world 
that  the  cenfcr  of  the  prefs  obliged  him  to  publifli  that  work 
in  a  mutilated  {late.  Left  to  himfelf  in  the  prefent  publica- 
tion, his  work  is. more  jufl,  more  iriterefting,  and  more  philc- 
fophical.     It  will  extend  to  12  volumes. 

Relation  des  Combats,.  &ic.  Account  of  the  Engagements 
and  Events  that  occurred  in  the  Naval  War  of  1778,  betwcetr 
France  and  England,  to  which  is  added,  a  Sketch  of  the  pre- 
fent War,  of  the  Caules  of  the  Ruin  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
Means  of  veltoring  it,  by  rear-admiral  Kerguelen,  8vo.  Pari?, 
1796.. — Allowanccb.mu'it  always  be  made  for  the  prejudices  of 
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fituation  in  compiling  works  of  this  kind;  yet  the  author  isi  n 
general  candid.  He  mentions  a  plan  which  he  propofed  to 
the  diic£lory  for  a  defcent  on  our  coafts,  which,  he  adds, 
would  inevitably  fucceed,  as  it  was  formed  in  the  enemy's 
country  itfelf,  and  all  the  force  of  Great-Britain  could  notimr 
pede  its  execution.     Dogs  this  allude  to  Ireland  ?  -^j^ 

La  Prononciation  de  hi  Langue  Fran<jaife,  &c.  The  Pro- 
nunciation of  the  French  Language  determined  by  invariable 
figns,  Svo.  Paris,   1796. 

r  Recueil  Periodique  public  par  la  Societe  de  Sante,  &c.  The 
Periodical  CollecSlion  of  the  Society  of  Health  at  Paris.  No.  L 
—  In  this  we  find  an  eflay  on  difeafes  occafioned  by  uneafi- 
nefsof  mind,  by  Delleflant;  anatomical  obfervations,  by  Le- 
veiilc  and  Cevcnon  ;  on  the  origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  by 
Bouillon  Lagrange  ;  monthly  regifter  of  the  weather  and  dif- 
eafes at  Paris;  and  other  articles. 

CKuvres  de  Xenophon,  &c.  The  Works  of  Xenophon  tranf- 
lated  into  French  by  citizen  Gail,  Profeffor  of  Greek  Litera- 
ture. Svo.  Paris. — Tlie  author,  who  is  well  known  by  his 
rerfion  of  Theocritus,  his  edition  of  Anacreon,  and  other  claf- 
fical  ftudies,  has  not  had  encouragement  to  proceed  in  this 
undertaking.  The  prefent  volume  contains  only  the  CEco- 
nomicusy  the  j^pologia  Sccrath,  the  treatife  de  Re  Equejhi,  and 
the  Hipparchicus.  Befides  the  bed  printed  copies,  he  difco- 
vered  four  MSS.  belonging  to  the  15th  and  1 6th  centuries,  in 
the  Parifian  libraries,  which  had  never  been  collated. 

G^uvres  d'Architefture  de  Peyre,  &c.  Peyre's  Architec- 
tural Works,  embellifticd  with  20  plates,  in  large  folio.  Paris. 
— ^This  is  publiflied  by  Peyre's  fon,  who  is  a  member  of  the  na- 
tional inflitution  for  architecture,  and  has  prefixed  a  Difcours 
in  which  he  compares  the  temples  of  the  ancients  with  the 
churches  of  the  moderns. 

L'Antique  Rome,  &c.  Ancient  Rome,  or  a  Hiflorlcal  and 
Pifturefque  Defcription  of  what  concerns  the  Romans,  in 
their  Cultoms,  Civil,  Military,  and  Religious,  and  Public  and 
Private  Manners,  from  Romulus  to  Auguftulus,  with  50 
plates,  by  H.  Graflet  St.  Sauveur,  formerly  vice-conful  of 
France  in  Hungary.  4to.  Paris. — This  work  is  crude  and  fu- 
perficial.  The  plates  and  printing  are  well  executed. 
-■  Journal  de  la  Langue  Fran9aife,  par  Domairgue,  &;c.  Jour- 
rial  of  the  French  Language,  by  Domairgue,  Member  of  the 
National  Inftitution,  andThurot,  Tranflator  of  Harris's  Philo- 
fophical  Grammar.     Paris,   1796. 

Among  the  tranflations,  we  have  a  tranflation  into  Ara- 
bic of  the  Addrefs  to  the  French  People,  decreed  i8th 
Vendemiaire,  and  printed  in  a  very  fplendid  manner  by  order 
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of  the  national  convention.  The  Paris  prefles  probably  never 
2iad  more  employment  than  at  prefent.  Among  their  late 
j5ublications  may  be  enumerated,  Young's  Travels,  Camus's 
Tranllation  of  Ariilotle,  Henry's  Hillory  of  England,  a  new 
edition  of  Gibbon,  In  i8  vols.  8vo.  Strutt's  Antiquities,  2  vols. 
4to.  that  part  of  Blackltone's  Commentaries  which  relates  to 
criminal  procefl'esj  Hiftorlcal  and  Chronological  Summary  of 
the  Roman  Law,  from  tho  Engllfli ;  Stewart's  DliTertatlon  on 
the  Antiquity  of  the  Englifh  Conlllcutlon  ;  Jerufalem  Deliver- 
ed, in  French  verfe,  by  Baour  Lormian  ;  a  Tranflation  of 
Tacitus  de  Moribus  Germanorum ;  Cooper's  Information  re- 
fpecling  America  ;  and  fome  of  the  moll  approved  novels 
lately  publifhed  in  this  country.  The  prefs  feems  to  be  en- 
tirely free  in  France  ;  and  the  periodical  journals  are  full  of 
pafquinades,  charades,  anagrams,  and  other  levities,  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  ruling  powers.  Thefe  are  fuppofed  to.be  the 
produftion  of  the  royalifts  or  the  jacobins. 


GERMANY. 

Die  Horen,  &c.  The  Hours,  a  periodical  work  publifhed 
by  Schiller.  No.  I.  to  X.  1795. — Thefe  confiil  of  mifcel- 
laneous  pieces  in  profe  and  verfe,  by  the  celebrated  author 
of  the  Robbers. 

Samluiig  vermlfchter,  Sec.  CoUeiSlIon  of  Mifcellaneous 
Poems,  by  C.  A.  Overbech,  8vo.    Lubeck  and  Leipfic. 

Handbuch  zur  kurforifchen  Le£luie,  &c.  Manual  for  a 
curfory  Reading  of  the  New  Tertament,  intended  for  the  Ufe 
of  Schools  and  Univerfities,  by  J.  (i.  F.  Leun,  Vols.  I.  II. 
8vo.  Lemgo,  1796. — ^This  work  prefents  the  fignifications  of 
the  principal  words  and  modes  of  exprefiion  in  the  New  TeC^ 
lament,  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  occur.  It  par- 
takes mucli  of  the  form  of  a  dI£tioiiary  •,  and  the  plan  is  the 
fame  as  that  adopted  by  the  author  in  his  Manaal  for  a  cur- 
fory Reading  of  the  Old  Teftament.  ,  •  , 
•  Gefchichte  der  Mauritaniichcn  Konigc,  &c.  Hiflory  of  th« 
Moorifh  Kings;  compofcd  by  Ebul  Hadan  Aly  Ben  Abdal- 
lah,  Ben  Ebi  Zeraa,  a  native  of  the  ci^y  of  Fez.  Tranflated 
from  the  Arabic,  and  iiluilrated  with  notes,  by  Fr.  dc  Dom- 
bay.  Agrnm. — This  part  of  the  hiltory  takes  ii^  tlie  period 
from  the  year  762  to  1325. 

Frankreich  und  die  Freiftaaten,  Sec,  France  and  the  Free 
States  of  North  America,  by  E.  A.  G.  Zimmerman,  Aulic 
Counfellor  and  ProfclToT  at  BrunfwJc.  Berlin,  1795-  Vol.  I. — 
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Thisf  work  gives  a  comparative  view  of  the  geographical  and 
phyfical  Hate' of  the  two  countries,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of 
both,  compared  as  to  character,  Sec. 

Jeremias,  aufs  neue  aus  dem  Hebraifchen,  &c:  Jeremiah, 
newly  tranil^ited  from  the  Hebrew,  and  accompanied  with 
ihort  Notes  f6r  fuch  Readers  as  do  not  profeffionally  apply  to 
the  Study  of  Theology,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Vollbroth.  Celle,  1795. 
- — This  tranflation  is  condudled  on  the  fame  plan  which  the 
author  followed  in  his  verHon  of  the  twelve  minor  prophets, 
and  of  Ezekiel  and  Danieh 

Chiruigifche-medizinifche,  &C.  Chirurgico-medical  Ob- 
fervations,  chiefly  collected  in  the  Ducal  Holpital  at  Jena,  by 
Dr.  Jull.  Chriftian  Loder.  8vo.  Weimar,  1  794.-*-Thefe  un- 
common cafes  appear  tohave  been  fkilfully  treated. 

Handbuch  der  Anatomie,  &c.  A  Manual  of  Anatomy,  by 
W.  R.  C.  Weidcmann,  Profefibr  of  Anatomy.  Brunfwic, 
8vo.  1796. 

Grundrifs  der  Chemie,  Src.  Elements  of  Chemiflry,  ac- 
cording to  the  lateil  Difcoveries,  intended  as  a  Text-book  for 
Academical  Ledures,  by  Dr.  Fred.  Alb.  C.  Gren.  Vol.  I. 
8vo.  Hall.  I79fc>-  Dr.  Grcn  adopts  the  dynamic  fyftem  of 
Kant. 

Der  Polynomifche  Lebrfatz,  &c.  The  Polynomical  Theo- 
rem, the  mod  important  Problem  in  Algebra,  with  feme 
others:  demon'trated  anew  by  Tetens,  Klueg^l,  Kramp,  Piaff, 
and  Hindenburg.  Pubjidied  with  Remarks,  and  a  brief  Sketch 
of  the  Combination,  Merhnd,  and  its  Application  to  Algebra, 
by  C.  F.  Hindenburg,  8vo.    Leipfic,  i79^* 

Theorie  des  WallerllotFes,  &:c.  Theory  of  the  Tmpulfe  of 
Water  on  Mill-wheels,  with  a  View  to  ?ra£lical  Application 
and  Experience,  by  J.  F.  Gerftner,  Royal  Profefibr  of  Mathe- 
matics. 4to.  Prague. 

Freymutliige  Gedanken  iiber  die,  &c.  Free  Thoughts  on  the 
mod  important  Concern  of  Gevmanyj  refpeftfully  offevcd  to 
his  own  and  other  good  Princes,  for  their  Examination  and  fe- 
rious  Refleftion,  by  aFriend  to  his  Country,  3  vols.  8vo.  1 795-6. 
— This  is  the  tliird  edition  of  a  work  printed  privately  in  Ger- 
many, but  which  has  had  an  e::tenfive  circulation.  Itis^iii 
favour  of  reforms. 

■  Der  Mcrifchenfnieceh  &c.  The  Mirror  of  Mankind,  or 
Praftical  Manual  for  thofe  who  would  wifn  to  form  a  Judg- 
ment of  Men  a"t  once  from  their-  Features,  compofed  by  a 
Man  who  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing"  Men's  Actions 
^'ith  their  Features  for  feveral  Ycuv?,  3  vols.  8vo.  plates, 
Vienna,  1791-6. 

C.  Plinii 
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C.  Pllnii  Secundi  Panegyricus.  Pliny's  Panegyric  on  Tra- 
jan, with  Notes,  by  Tlieoph.  Erdmann  Giering.  8vo.  1796, 
Leipfic. 

Theologize  Ariftotelex  Vindicias,  &c.  A  Defence  of  the 
Theology  of  Ariftotlc,  by  J.  Severinus  Vater,  8vo.  I795, 
Leipfic. — The  author's  objeft  is  to  demonflrate  that  Ariliotle 
held  the  being  of  a  God  diilinct  from  nature. 

Nouvelle  Grammaire,  Sec.  A  new  Pra61ical  Italian  Gram- 
mar, by  J.  N.  Meidinger,  8vo.  1796,  Frankfort. — A  re-publi- 
cation of  a  very  ufeful  grammar. 

Die  Gefchiche  der  Urwelt,  &c.  The  Hiflory  of  the  Pri- 
mitive World,  in  Sermons,  being  an  Attempt  to  render  the 
unlearned  better  acquainted  with  the  Spirit  and  Meaning  cf 
the  Mofaic  Records,  and  defend  them  againft  the  Attacks  of 
Raillery  and  Scepticifm,  by  J.  Rud.  Theoph.  Beyer.  Vol.  I. 
Part.  L  8vo.  1795,  Leipfic. 

Naturlehre  der  Seele,  &c.  The  Natural  Philofophy  of  the 
Mind,  in  Letters,  by  J.  Chrift.  Hoffbauer,  ProfeiTor  of  Philo- 
fophy, 8vo.  1796,  Halle. — In  thefe  letters  the  author  con- 
fiders  the  theory  of  the  different  mental  faculties,  and  the  fi-ate 
of  the  mind  in  exercifing  them.  He  means  to  inveltigate  the 
lefs  common  pha^nomena  of  mind  hereafter. 

Das  Betragen  der  Franzofen,  Sec.  The  Condu£l  of  the 
French  in  the  Palatinate  of  the  Rhine,  impartially  delineated 
by  an  Eye-witnefs,  in  Letters  to  Privy  Counfellor  Girtanner, 
Svo.  1795,  Chemnitz. 

E.  F.  F.  Chladni  iiber  die  Longitudinal  fchivihgungen,  Sic' 
E.  F.  F.  Chladni  on  the  Longitudinal  Vibrations  of  Strings^ 
and  Rods,  4to.  1796,  Erfort. — This  author  had  i-emarkcd  that- 
long  flendcr  ftrings,  befides  their  ufual  lateral  vibration,  were 
fufceptible  of  a  vibration  of  a  different  kind,  which  produced 
a  tone  from  three  to  five  o6laves  higher  than  their  commoa. 
tone.    This  was  obtained  by  drawing  a  bow  over  the  ftrin^ 
under  as  acute  an  angle  as  poffiblc,  and  in  the  direction  of  h&y 
length ;  or  by  drawing  a  finger  dipped  in  powdered  refin,  or 
a  piece  of  cloth,  or  other  foft  fubRance,  Icngthwife  up  and 
down  the  ftring  prcvioully  rubbed  with  black  refin.     A  con- 
tinuation of  his  CAperiments  convinced  him  that  the  ftringjAJn 
this  occafion,  vibrates  in  the  direction  of  its  length,  or  alter- 
nately contra«Sl:s  and  extends  itfelf  longitudinally. 

Ideen  iiber  Pathogenic,  &c.  Thoughts  on  Pathogeny,  and 
the  Influence  of  the  Vital  Power  on  the  Origin  and  Form  of 
Difeafes,  as  an  Introdu(?i:lon  to  Pathological  Lettures,  by  C. 
W.  Hufeland,  Teacher  of  Medicine,  Svo.  179.5,  Jena. 

Aftronomifche  Tafeln,  &c.     Allronomicai  Tables  for  the 

Determination  of  Time  from  Obfcrvanon  of  correfponding, 

though  unknown,  Altitudes  of  two  Fixed  Stars,  calculated 

I       App.  Vol.  XIX.  New  Akr.        Qji  chiefly 
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chiefly  for  the  Ufe  of  Navigators,  by  J;  A.  KocK,  M.  D.  8va 
Stralfund,  1 796. — Thefe  tables  are  calculated  for  twenty-three 
pair  of  ftars. 

Phyfikaiifche  Verfuche,  &c.  Phyfical  Experiments  on  the 
proportional  Combuftibility  of  moil  Kinds  of  Foreft  Wood  in 
Germany,  by  G.  J.  Hartig,  8vo.  Marburg,  1794.. 

Xpoviaov  TBiapyia  ^'>favr{vy  &c.  The  Chronicle  of  G.  Phrant- 
zes,  now  fir;t  publilbed,  by  F.  C.  Alter,  Greek  Profelfor,  fol, 
plates.   Vienna,  1796. 

Gefchichte  aller  Wendifch-flavifclien,  &c.  Hlftory  of  all  the 
Wendifh-flavifh  States,  by  L.  A.  Gebhardi.  4to.  3  vols.  Halle, 
1796. — This  hiftory  of  flaves  forms  three  volumes  of  the 
Univerfal  Hiftory,  and  points  out  their  tranfitions  from  huf- 
bandmen  to  hunters,  freebooters,  warriors,  conquerors;  and, 
laftly,  founders  of  ftates,  with  the  rife  and  fall  of  their  parti- 
cular governments. 

David  Klaus.  David  Klaus,  a  Book  of  Moral  Inftruciion 
for  good  People  of  all  Conditions,  by  J.  Werner  Streithorft, 
8vo.  1796,  Halberfladt. 

Terpfichore,  von  J.  G.  Herder-  Terpfichore,  by  J.  G.  Her- 
der, 3  vols.  8vo.  Lubec,  I795--6 — This  is  a  tranflation  of  fe- 
le6t  pieces  from  the  Latin  poems  of  James  Balde,  a  German 
poet  of  confulerable  merit  in  the  laft  century,  with  Eflays  on 
the  Nature  and  Effect  of  Lyric  Poetry. 

C.  F.  W.  Glafers  Bcfchreibung,  &c.  Defcription  of  a 
newly  invented  oeconomical  Lamp  for  Students,  calculated  for 
preferving  the  Eyes,  and  attended  with  fome  other  Advan- 
tages, Svo.  plates,  1796,  Nuremberg. — This  lamp  is  formed 
on  the  principle  of  Argand's :  but  the  oil  is  contained  in  a 
wooden  veifel,  on  which  the  glafs  tube  is  fcrewed,  and  this 
tube  is  furrounded  with  another  of  larger  dimenfions,  fo 
that  a  folution  of  verdigreafe  in  vinegar  may  be  contained 
within  them  to  render  the  light  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  eyes. 
A  movable  mirror  is  added,  to  tlirow  the  light  wherever  re- 
quired. 

Bcfchreibung  eines  neu,  8fc.  Defcription  of  a  new-invented 
Pair  of  Bellov/s,  by  Jof.  Baader,  M.  D.  410.  plates,  1 794,  Got- 
tingen. 

Die  heiligen  Graber,  lie.  The  holy  Sepulchres  at  Kom, 
and  the  Prayers,  two  fatirical  poems,  by  J.  D.  Falk,  Svo. 
Leipfic,  1796.  And  by  the  fame  author,  'Fafchenbuch  fur 
Freiinde,  &ic.  A  pocket-hook  for  the  Friends  of  Jefl  and  Sa- 
tire, with  an  allegorical  Engraving  of  the  Kantilh  Philofophy, 
and  a  Calendar  for  1797. 

V'erfuche  uber  verfcheidne,  &c.  Eflays  on  various  Sub- 
jedls  relative  to  Mornls,  Literature,  and  Social  Life,  by  Chrif- 
tian  Garve,  2  vols.  Svo.  1792-6,  Breflaw.    The  fubjefts  are 

Patience; 
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Patience ;  Fafhion  ;  the  Maxim  of  Rochefoucault,  that  the  air 
of  a  citizen  is  fometimes  rubbed  off  in  the  army,  never  at  a 
court;  Indecilion  ;  the  Difcourfe  of  Solon  to  Croefus,  and  that 
of  Demaratus  to  Xerxes,  in  Herodotus  •,  Thoughts  on  the 
Love  of  our  Country  j  on  the  Art  of  Thinking;  on  the  Mad 
Characters  in  Shakfpeare,  and  on  that  of  Hamlet  in  par- 
ticular. 

Haufbedarf  aus  der  alten  Gefchiche,  &c.  The  Ancient  Hif- 
tory  of  the  World)  compiled  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  children, 
and  others,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  years  old,  or  upwards,  by 
K.  E.  Mangelfdorf,  Profeflbr  of  Hiftory  at  Konigfberg,  4  vols. 
8vo.  1797,  Halle, 


Q^q  %  A  REVIEW 


A      REVIEW 


O  F 


PUBLIC     AFFAIRS, 


FROM 


The  Begmning  of  JANUARY  to  the  End  of  APRIL,  1797. 


FRANCE. 


FROM  the  improvement  of  renfon,  confcquent  on  the 
dlftufion  of  philofophy,  it  niight  have  been  expected, 
that  the  nations  of  the  civilifed  world  would  have  ceafed 
to  engage  in  the  murderous  practice  of  war,  unlefs  it 
ihould  be  jullilied  by  irrefiflible  exigency,  which  can 
only  occur  in  the  obvious  cafe  of  immediate  felf-defence. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  fpeculations  of  philofophers  are 
inconfiftent  with  the  ambition  of  the  rulers  of  the  earth ; 
and  the  wifhes  of  philanthropifts  are  counter-a£led  by  the 
interefted  views  of  unfeeling  politicians.  The  war  which 
arofe  from  the  French  revolution,  but  which  that  event  did 
not  juflify,  continued,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1796,  to 
rage  in  various  fcenes  of  a6lion  ;  and  it  feemed  to  derive 
freih  fury  from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  negotiation. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  was  dillinguifhed  by  the  mofl 
vigorous  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  French  ;  nor  did  the 
Auftrians  negletl:  the  means  of  offence  or  of  refiftance. 
The  latter  advanced  with  alacrity  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Verona;  and  fome  fierce  engagements  enfued.  On  the 
I2th  of  January,  the  divifion  of  general  Maflena  was  at- 
tacked J  but  he  repelled  the  affailants ;  and,  in  a  confli<^ 

at 
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at  Monte-baldo,  the  French  had  alfo  the  advantage.  A 
more  general  a£lion  took  place  on  the  14th.  Alvinzi 
hoped,  by  encountering  the  French  at  Rivoli,  to  enable 
himfelf  to  relieve  Mantua;  but  the  vigilance  and  ad- 
drefs  of  Buonaparte  baffled  the  views  of  the  Auftrian 
commander.  The  attack  was  at  fird  favourable  to  the 
troops  of  the  emperor,  who  diflodged  the  enemy  from  fe- 
veral  pods.  At  length,  however,  chiefly  by  the  efficacy 
of  the  French  artillery,  the  Auftrians  were  put  to  flight. 
The  next  day  produced  another  battle,  in  which  the  re- 
publicans were  again  vidlorious.  After  the  carnage  of  the 
field,  many  of  the  fugitives  were  drowned  in  the  Adige. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  pofl^effion  of  the  fuburb  of  St. 
George,  belonging  to  Mantua,  was  warmly  dilputed.  To 
favour  the  attempts  of  the  Auilrians,  general  Wurmfer 
gave  orders  for  a  fally  \  but  the  garrifon  could  not  co- 
operate with  thofe  who  aflaulted  the  French  poll,  and 
who,  being  furrounded,  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  capti- 
vity. 

It  was  affirmed  by  the  French  that  they  had  taken 
about  25,000  men  in  thefe  confli£ls,  and  had  killed  or 
wounded  6000,  with  a  lofs  of  little  inoment  on  their  part. 
This  may  be  confidered  as  the  language  of  exaggeration ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  Buonaparte  met  with  fignal  fuccefs, 
and  that  the  imperial  caufe  in  Italy  was  in  danger  of  total 
ruin. 

Other  advantages  followed  thefe  victories  j  and  the  gar- 
rifon of  Mantua,  being  thus  precluded  from  all  chance  of 
relief,  furrendered  to  the  republicans  on  the  dilgraceful 
terms  of  captivity.  The  progrefs  of  the  enemy  began  to 
fhake  the  firmnefs  of  the  emperor;  but  the  exhortations 
of  the  Britidi  cabinet,  and  the  remittance  of  Britiih  gold, 
induced  him  to  renew  his  eflbrts  ;  and  he  prepared  to  acfb 
with  redoubled  vigour  for  the  recovery  of  the  territories 
which  he  had  loft,  and  the  defence  of  thofe  which  he  re» 
tained. 

Having  fent  a  detachment  to  harafs  the  Auftrians  in  the 
Tyrol,  Buonaparte  marched  to  the  fouthward,  and  invaded 
the  dominions  of  the  pope.  Near  Iraoia,  a  imall  army 
endeavoured  to  withftand  the  intruders  ;  but  neither  the 
ilreiigth  of  an  entrenched  poft,  nor  the  enthufuftic  fervour 
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of  attendant  priefls,  who  urged  their  countrymen  to  vindi- 
cate the  caufe  of  religion  againft  ath'eiRical  republicans, 
could  invigorate  the  exertions  of  the  papal  troops.  The 
works  were  foon  forced  by  the  French  ;  and  feveral  towns 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  were  eafily  reduced. 

The  pontiff  was  now  overwhelmed  with  confternation. 
Defpairing  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  feeble  arms,  he  refolvcd  to 
fue  for  peace ;  and,  at  Tolentino,  a  treaty  was  concluded 
(on  the  19th  of  February),  by  which  he  engaged  to  with- 
hold all  fuccour  from  the  enemies  of  the  French  republic, 
to  cede  to  that  ilate  the  territories  of  Bologna,  Ferrara, 
and  Romagna,  and  to  grant  large  contributions,  in  money 
and  valuable  efFe^ls,  to  his  concjuerors.  Thus  was  the 
holy  father,  whofe  predeceflbrs  had  given  law  to  Chriften- 
dom,  plundered  and  impoverifhed  by  thofe  whom  he 
thought  himfelf  bound  by  religion  and  policy  to  refift. 

The  French  were  the  more  eager  to  agree  to  a  pacifica- 
tion with  the  pope,  as  they  apprehended  that  a  profecu- 
tion  of  their  advantages  in  his  dominions  would  endanger 
the  lofs  of  their  conqueila  in  the  north-eaftern  parts  of 
Italy.  They  now  renewed  their  operations  in  this  quarter, 
and  met  with  their  accuftomed  fuccefs. 

As  the  imperial  army  had  polled  itfelf  on  the  banks  of 
the  Piave,  Buonaparte   ordered  his  men  to  force  a  paflage ; 
and  his  views  were  favoured  by  the  extraordinary  drought 
of  the  feafon,  which  had  rendered  that  river  fordable.     His 
brave  affiftant,  MalTena,  penetrated  by  Feltri  into  the  up- 
per valley  of  the  Piave,  and  defeated  general   Lufignan; 
and  other  commanders  pafled  the  rivetwith  their  refpe£live 
divifions.     On  the   i6th  of  March,  the  oppofition  of  the 
Auftrians  to  the  paflage  of  the  Tagliamento  produced  a 
fliarp  confllfl.     Some  parties  both  of  horfe  and  foot  were 
driven  back  with  lofs ;  but,  at  length,  the  French  preffed 
forward  with  fuch  force  and  rapidity,  that  the  archduke 
Charles,  finding  it  impradlicable  to  withlland  the  foe,  or- 
dered a  retreat. 

The  Auilrians  hoped,  by  the  defence  of  Gradifca,  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  republicans  ;  but,  though  the  left 
wing  of  the  latter  met  with  a  repulfe  in  an  affault  upon  that 
poft,  the  former  were  driven  from  their  entrenchments 
with  the  captivity  of  about  3000  men.    The  archduke  now 
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neJ  into  Hs  Drotlicr's  province  of  Carinthia;  and,  at  Tar- 
vis,  he  was  expofed  to  great  danger  in  an  engagement  v/ith 
Maflena,  in  which,  on  the  22d  of  March,  the  Auftrians 
fuftalned  confiderable  Jofs. 

In  an  invafion  of  the  Tyrol,  new  laurels  were  acquired 
by  the  republican  generals.  Joubert  aiid  d'Hillier  main- 
tained a  feries  of  fharp  confliils  with  the  defenders  of  that 
province;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  adions,  they  cap- 
tured about  6coo  individuals.  The  courage  of  the  hardy 
natives  proved  fruitlefs;  and  they  defpaired  of  fecuring 
their  country  from  a  foreign  yoke.  Frequent  emigrations 
enfued  ;  a  id  the  panic  extended  to  the  heart  of  the  Auftriah 
dominions. 

The  emperor  fumimoned  his  fubjedls  to  rife  ett  majfey  that 
the  career  of  Gniiic  vidlory  might  be  efFe£lually  reprefled. 
The  fortifications  of  Vienna  were  repaired  and  augmented  j 
ajid  all  the  means  of  defence,  and  the  remaining  refources 
of  the  country,  were  fludioufly  called  forth. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  made  an  eafy  conquefl  of 
Carinthia,  and  Carniola  was  reduced  with  equal  facility. 
In  a  proclamation  which  Buonaparte  addrefled  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  parts  of  the  circle  of  Aullria,  he  called 
them  the  innocent  vi£lims  of  the  rafhnefs  of  others ;  and 
affured  them  of  the  eagernefs  of  the  rulers  of  the  French 
republic  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  which  defolated  the 
continent.  General  Clarke,  he  faid,  had  been  deputed  to 
Vienna  by  the  executive  direclory,  with  propofals  of 
peace;  but  the  imperial  minilters  would  not  fuller  him  to 
treat  perfonally  with  their  Ibvereign.  He  added,  with  a 
dilgulling  intemperance  of  language,  that  thefe  counfellors, 
*  corrupted  by  Britifh  gold,  betrayed  their  country  and 
their  prince,  and  were  as  unwilling  to  agree  to  a  pacifica- 
tion, as  the  perfidious  iilanders  who  are  odious  to  all 
Europe.' 

The  fugitive  archduke  made  choice  of  a  flrong  pofition 
near  Gratz  ;  and  here  he  waited  the  arrival  of  fuch  rein- 
forcements as  might  enable  him  to  make  head  againfl  the 
enemy.  During  the  inadion  of  the  prince,  baron  Laudohn 
difpolTeired  the  French  of  Roveredo,  and  other  polls  in  the 
bidiopric  of  Trent :  but  thefe  advantages  were  inconfider- 
able. 

Refleding  on  the  danger  of  his  fituation,  the  emperor 
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began  to  think  fcriouily  of  peace.  He  could  not  Hatter 
himfclf  with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs  from'  the  renewal  of  his 
efforts  5  for,  as  the  bold  republicans  had  baffled  his  veteran 
forces,  he  could  not  expeft  that  his  new  levies  would  be 
fuccefsful  againft  armies  habituated  to  victory.  He  there- 
fore refolved  to  enter  into  a  negotiation. 

Before  we  ilate  the  refult  of  the  altered  inclinations  of 
his  imperial  majeily,  fome  mention  of  other  operations 
will  be  requifite. 

Though  the  French  made  their  principal  efforts  in  Italy 
and  in  the  Auftrian  circle,  they  were  not  inadive  in  other 
parts  of  the  continent.  They  defended  the  fort  of  Kehl 
•with  pertinacity,  and  iuflifted  fevere  damage  on  the  be- 
fiegers,  who,  in  their  protracted  enterprife,  are  faid  to  have 
loft  about  14,000  men.  The  place  was  at  length  evacuated  j 
but  the  Auftriaiis  did  not  long  retain  a  fortrefs  which  they 
had  purchafedat  an  enormous  expenfe.  General  Moreau, 
with  the  army  of  the  Pxhine  and  Mofclle,  decamped  from 
Strafbourg,  and  eftablifhed  his  quarters  in  the  imperial 
territories  by  the  defeat  of  different  divifions  of  the  hoftile 
army.  He  then  prefented  himfelf  before  Kehl,  and  reco^ 
vered  the  place  by  a  coup  de  mahi^  in  confequence  of  the 
terrors,  or  perhaps  the  treachery,  of  the  imperial  command- 
ant. He  purfued  the  fugitives  with  rapidity  and  effe61:,  and 
increafed  the  alarm  which  the  triumphs  of  Buonaparte 
had  diffufed  through  the  Auftrian  provinces. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe, 
com.manded  by  Hoche,  paffed  the  lower  Rhine,  and  at- 
tacked the  Auftrians,  who  were  ftrongly  entrenched  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Neuwied.  Their  redoubts  and  other 
works  were  forced  with  little  difficulty ;  and  above  4000 
men  were  made  prifoners.  At  Altenkirchen,  they  fuftain- 
ed  another  defeat ;  and  misfortune  continued  to  purfue 

them. 

Thefe  vigorous  operations  againft  the  haraffed  fubje6ls 
of  the  emperor,  were  ftopped  by  the  intelligence  of  a  ne- 
gotiation between  Buonaparte  and  the  archduke.  The 
former,  having  intimated  to  the  prince  his  defire  of  ter- 
minating the  effufion  of  blood,  received  an  unfatisfadory 
anfwer ;  but  two  general  officers  were  foon  after  fent  by 
Charles  to  the  French  camp,  in  the  charaCler  of  negoti- 
ators. An  armiftice  was  adjufted  for  fix  days  5  and  the 
term  of  its  duration  was  extended  by  another  agreement. 

In 
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In  the  progrefs  of  the  conferences,  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  were  agreed  to ;  and  they  were  figned  oai  the  i8th 
of  April. 

When  this  fheet  was  configned  to  the  prefs,  no  official 
or  authentic  ftatement  of  all  the  particulars  of  the  prelimi- 
nary agreement  had  been  publi{hed.  '^^\\z  fubflauce^  how- 
ever, was  regularly  communicated,  on  the  30th  of  April, 
to  the  two  houfes  of  the  Gallic  legiflature,  in  a  mefiage 
from  the  diredtory,  which  mentioned  the  ceilionof  the  Ne- 
therlands to  the  republic,  and  the  ellablifhment  of  an  in- 
dependent (late  in  Lombardy,  as  the  leading  features  of 
the  compact.  In  other  accounts,  it  was  added,  that  the 
emperor  would  be  indulged  with  the  reilitution  of  Mantua, 
and  the  grant  of  a  part  of  the  Venetian  territories  ;  and 
that  the  definitive  treaty  would  be  adjulled  in  a  congrefs 
at  Berne,  to  which  the  allies  of  the  two  contracting  parties 
were  expelled  to  fend  deputies. 

Thus,  at  a  time  when  we  were  lavifhing  our  treafures 
for  the  fupport  of  the  emperor,  that  prince  violated  his 
engagements  by  agreeing  to  preliminaries  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Britifh  cabinet.  Perhaps  he  thought  that 
he  had  been  injured  by  his  alliance  with  our  court,  in  be- 
ing encouraged  to  a  prolongation  of  the  war,  by  which 
be  had  involved  himfelf  in  frelli  difficulties,  rfnd  had  been 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  accepting  more  unfavourable 
terms  than  he  might  otherwife  have  obtained. 

With  regard  to  the  interior  concerns  of  France,  we  may 
obferve,  that  the  fpirit  of  republicanifm  continued  to  in- 
fluence the  legiflature,  and  evinced  itfelf  in  an  order  for 
the  renewed  commemoration  of  the  death  of  Louis  XVI. 
The  generality  of  the  people,  however,  were  not  pleafed 
with  this  unneceflary  and  malignant  retrofpedl.  It  was  at 
the  fame  time  ordered,  that  the  oath  againil  royalty  ffiould 
be  accompanied  with  a  fimilar  denunciation  againft  anar- 
chy. Tumults  arofe  in  Paris  and  fome  other  towns,  on  the 
celebration  of  this  anniverfary  \  but  they  were  not  attended 
with  much  mifchief. 

The  exigence  of  a  confpiracy  was  announced  by  the 
direftory,  on  the  31ft  of  January,  to  the  council  of  five 
hundred.  Three  perfons  were  apprehended  as  the  agents 
of  the  prince  who  ftyles  himfelf  Louis  XVIII.  and  it  was 
affirmed  that  a  regular  plan  had  been  formed  for  the  fub- 
yerfion  of  the  republican  conltitution,  and  the  elevation  of 

that 
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that  unfortunate  exile  to  the  throne  which  bis  brother  ha.:! 
filled.  But  this  plot  does  not  appear  to  have  proceeded 
beyond  mere  attempts  to  found  the  inclinations  of  the 
people.  ■•  q  '^^'*'<'  ■ 

The  debates  which  have  occurred  for  fome  months  pad^; 
in  the  council  of  elders  and  that  of  the  five  hundred,  have 
not  been  fufhciently  interefting  to  claim  diftintl  notice  in 
this  hillorical  fjcetch.  Various  difcufnons  have,  indeed, 
taken  place,  but  many  qucftions  have  been  repeatedly 
adjourned;  and  the  internal  regulations,  recently  adopted^ 
are  not  of  great  moment. 

Theeletlicns  of  members  for  the  renewal  of  a  third  part 
of  the  two  aflemblies,  have,  in  general,  been  conduced 
with  tranquillity  and  order;  and  the  majority  of  the  de- 
puties, who  have  been  honoured  with  the  popular  fuffragcs, 
appear  to  be  fuch  as  are  difpofed  to  purijue  a  fyitem  of  mo- 
deration. Mil,M.. 

GREAT     BRITAIN. 

The  menaces  of  an  invafion,  which,  it  was  faid,  would 
be  more  formidable  than  that  of  Ireland,  produced,  during 
the  recefs  of  pailiament,  fome  fenfations  of  terror  among 
thofe  Britlfli  fubjeils  who  were  not  diftinguifhed  by  fpirit 
or  fortitude  ;  but  the  boafts  of  the  enemy,  in  this  refpect, 
proved  mere  gafconades;  for  the  armament  which  appear- 
ed on  our  coafts  confiiVed  ojily  of  two  frigates,  a  corvette, 
and  a  lugger.  Thefe  vefTels  failed  towards  the  Briftol  chan- 
nel ;  and,  after  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  deflroy  the  Ihipping 
in  the  harbour  of  Ilfracombe,  they  arrived  on  the  coalt  of 
South  Wales.   Above  1300  men,  unprovided  with  artillery, 
landed  in  the  northern  part  of  Pembrokefhire,  on  the  22d 
of  February ;   and   fome  of  thefe  intruders   pillaged  the 
houfes  of  the  ruftics.     Lord  Cawdor  immediately  repaired 
to  Fifhguard  with  a  body  of  militia  (to   the  number  of 
about  700),  and  a  numerous  party  of  gentlemen  and  pea- 
fants;  and  he  focn  received  a  letter  from  the  principal 
French  officer,  fignifying  a  defire   of  negotiation,  as  the 
fhips  had  left  the  coaft.  He  Infifted  on  the  unqualified  fur- 
render  of  the  whole  corps;  and  the  demand  was  not  rc- 
fifted.    The   French   quietly  refigned   their  arms;    and, 
with  chara£leriftic   m.arks  of  cheerfulnefs,   fubmitted    to 
the  fate  of  prifgners  of  war.    Two  of  the  fhips  which  had 
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brought  them  over,  were  capture<l  in  their  return  to  Bred; 
and  the  expedition  excited  general  ridicule. 

The  men  who  were  thus  configncd  to  captivity,  appear  to 
have  been,  for  the  raoU;  part,  delinquents  of  various  denomi- 
nations, whom  the  French  government  wifhed  to  dilliTiifc-, 
or  transfer  to  foieign  cuftody.  This  circumftance  aggra- 
vated the  infult,  without  heing  injurious  to  the  captors. 

The  parliament  had  not  long  re-afferr.bled  when  thjsf 
contv.'.nptible  invafion  occurred.  An  attair  of  a  more  fcri- 
ous  nature  called  for  the  deliberations  of  the  aifembly;  for, 
on  the  fame  day  which  gratified  the  inhabitants  of  them.e- 
tropolis  with  an  account  of  the  furrender  of  the  part^'  of 
French  invaders  (the  26th  of  February),  a  refolution  was 
adopted  by  the  privy  council,  prohibiting  the  direcrors  of 
the  bank  from  illuing  any  cafli,  till  the  fenfe  of  the  legiHa* 
tare  Ihould  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  extraordi- 
nary fituation  of  affairs. 

The  frequent  exportation  of  bullion  and  cafh,  in  foreign 
loans  and  fubfulies,  as  well  as  in  other  concerns,  had  con- 
curred with  the  pra^-Kce  of  hoarding,  promoted  by  the  Idte 
alarms,  to  render  coin  extremely  fcarce  ;  and  fo  great  a  de-* 
maud  for  it  arofe  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  that  ths 
pecuniary  exchange  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  became  a  mat- 
ter of  extreme  dilhculty  and  inconvenience.  The  manao-ers 
of  that  corporation  had  repeatedly  expoflulated  with  the 
niiniiter  on  this  fuhjeft  ;  but  he  was  deaf  to  their  ren;on- 
ftrances,  and  continued  a  iydem  which  endangered  the 
liability  of  public  credit. 

The  order  of  council  excited  great  conllernntion  amon^," 
the   proprietors  of  the   public  funds;  and   the   panic  ex- 
tended its  effects  to  individuals  of  other  denominntions* ' 
while  all  claffes  impatiently  waited  the  refult  oi  the  inqui-' 
ries  which  the  legillature  would  inflitute  at  fo' alarming' 
a.crifis. 

When  a  royal  meffage  had  been  delivered  to  eacli  houfc, 
*  juftifying  the  late  order  by  the  '  peculiar  nature  and  exi- 
gency of  the  cafe,'  and  recommending  the  adoption  of 
fuch  meafuies  as  might  be  '  beil  calculated  to  meet  anr 
temporary  preffurc,  and  to  call  forth  in  the  mod  efferfliiat 
manner  the  extenfive  refources  of  the  kingdom,'  the  dif- 
cuIFion  was  opened  on  the  28th  of  February  by  a  fpecch 
from  the  miniiler,  who  fiiH  propofed  an  addrefs  of  thanks 

to 
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to  the  king,  and  then  advifed  the  appointment  of  a  felcct 
conr.mittee  for  examining  the  affairs  of  the  bank.     Of  the 
ability  of  that  ekabliiliment  to  anfvver  all  the  demands  of 
jts  creditors,,  he  had  no  doubt  j  an:',  norwithftanding  the 
alarm  which  had  arifen,  the  general  opinion,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  concurred  with  his.fentiments.     But  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  houfe,  he  faid,  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
cerns of  the  bank,  that  the  necellity  of  the  order  might  be 
afcertained,  as  a  preliminary  ftep  to  the  adoption  of  par- 
liamentary regulations.  The  inveftigation,  however,  ought 
to  be  conducted  with  fecrecy;  and  it  would  alfo  be  ad- 
vifable,  that  the  inquiry  fnould  not  be  too  circumftantial 
or  minute  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  delicacy  and  importance.  If  it 
Ihould  appear  to  the  propofed  committee,  that  the  extent 
and  the  quick  fucceflion  of  the  late  demands  upon  the  bank 
had  fo  far  embarraiTcd  the  directors,  as  to  render  a  fufpenfion 
of  the  practice  of  iffuing  cafli  expedient,  the  parliament 
might  then  confirm  and  enforce  the  late  procedure  of  the  ex- 
ecutive power,  and  take  other  fteps  of  prudent  regulation. 
In  the  debate  which  was  produced  by  the  motion  for  a 
committee,  Mr.  Fox  took  the  lead.     He  feverely  animad- 
verted on  the  conduct  of  the  rulers  of  the  cabinet,  in  hav- 
ing violated  public  credit  by  a  prohibition  of  the  bank  from 
anfwering  juft  demands;    a  meafure  which  was  unprc 
cedented  in  the  hiflory  of  this  country.     Even  if  the  mea- 
fure itfelf  could  be  juftified,  the  means,  he  faid,  were  not 
proper.     An  atl  of  parliament  ought  to  have  preceded  the 
order  j  and  the  conftitution  would  not  then  have  been  fo 
grofsly  infringed.     But,  as  the  cafe  now  flood,  an  edict  of 
the  privy  council  had  dellroyed,  for  a  time,  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  property  of  the  country.    The  proprietors  of 
ftock  might  juitly  complain  of  being  defrauded,  as  they 
vould  now  be  obliged  to  receive  their  dividends  in  paper, 
in  violation  of  th'at  contraft  which  gave  them  a  right  to 
demand  cafli.     As  the  notes  which  would  be  offered  to 
them  might  prove  lefs  valuable  than  money,  the  deluded 
creditors  of  government  might  at  length  find,  that,  though 
they  were  not  oflenfibJy  taxed  for  their  llock,  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  notes  of  the  bank  would  operate  as  a  real 
tax.     In  a  cafe  which  thus  involved  a  breach  of  contra6t, 
the  moll  minute  fcrutiny  ought  to  take  place,  that  the 
grounds   of   fuch   an    extraordinary  procedure   might  be 
fully  known ;  fuch  an  examination  was  neceffary  for  the 
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reftbration   of  confidence,  inftead  of"  that  imperfe<£l  in- 
quiry which  the  court  recommended.  The  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  finances  required  the  moft  complete  invefti- 
gation  ;  and  it  was  highly  expedient  to  determine,  whe- 
ther the  mifconduft  of  the  premier  had  not  produced  that 
neceffity  which  he    now  alleged   in    juilification  of  the 
mod  violent  encroachments  on  the  conftitution.     In  the 
prefent  cafe,  he  was  apparently  a  culprit,  and  ought  to 
adduce  proofs  of  his  innocence,  before  the  houfe  fliould  be 
defired  to  acquit  him.     A  blind  confidence  in  one  who 
bad  adied  in  fo  irregular  and  arbitrary  a  manner,  would  be 
inconfiilent  with  the  duty  of  popular  reprefentatives. 
•  The  obfervations  of  Mr.  Fox  were  reinforced  by  lord 
Wycombe,  Mr.  Huifey,  and  other  fpeakers,  whofe  objec-. 
tions  and  complaints  Mr.  Pitt  endeavoured  to  obviate,  by 
ftating,  that  his  propofition  of  a  limited  inquiry  folely  ori- 
ginated in  the  particular  urgency  of  the  affair,  which  re- 
quired immediate  decifion  ;  by  reprefenting  the  obnoxious 
order  as  not  proceeding  'from  any  idea  of  the  infolvency 
of  the  bank-,  and  by  denying  that  foreign  loans  or  remit-: 
tances'had  occafioned  the  grievance  in  quefiion,  which^  he 
faid,  was  produced  by  the  temporary  panic  of  individuals- 
Mr.  Sheridan  entertained  the  houfe  witb  the  effufions' 
of  pleafantry,  at  the  expenfe  of  Mr.  Dent,  who  had  made- 
fome  abfurd  remarks.     He  then  fatirifed  the  proceedings 
of  the  miniiler ;  and  moved  an  amendment,  by  whith  the 
invefbigatioris  of  the  committee  woulii  have  been  rendered 
more  comprehenfivc.     But  the  houfe,  by  a  majority  of  156 
(the  numbers  being  88   and  244)  rejected  the  motion  of 
the   uncourtly  orator;    and,   that   of  the   minifter  being 
adopted,  fifteen  members  w^ere  named  for  the  inquiry. 

In  the  houfe  of  peers,  a  fimilar  committee  was  appointed, 
after  a  debate  in  which  the  dukes  of  Grafton  and  Bedford, 
and  the  marquis  of  I.anfdowne,  lligmatifcd  with  juil  cen- 
fure  the  condu£t  of  the  cabinet. 

After  fome  days  of  inveftigation,  it  was  announced,  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  commons,  that,  on  the 
25th  of  February  lafi:,  the  out-ftanding  engagements  of  the 
bank  amounted  to  I3)770»390  pounds;  and  that  the  funds 
of  the  fociety  were  17,597,280  pounds,  exclufive  of  a  debt 
from  government,  which  v/as  ftatedat  11,686,800  poumls. 

Notwithllandlng  this  favourable  view  of  the  funds  of  the 

bank,  the  rcfuit  of  the  inquiry   induced  the  legiflature  to 
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continue  the  prohibition,  with  an  exception  of  the  frac« 
tionai  parts  of  a  pound,  till  the  24th  of  June.  A  provifd 
•w?ts  added  in  favour  of  the  army,  for  whofe  ufe  cafh  was 
thought  neceflary. 

With  a  view  of  general  accommodation,  a  bill  was 
enacted  by  which  the  directors  of  the  bank  were  em- 
powered to  iffue  notes  anfwering  to  the  fum  of  two  pounds, 
and  alfo  for  one  pound.  The  public  acquiefced  with  feem- 
ing  patience  in  the  new  currency  of  paper ;  and  the  emiffion 
of  a  great  quantity  of  dollars,  at  the  fame  time,  made 
fonie  compenfation  for  the  fcarcity  of  Britifh  coin.  But, 
while  the  nation  fliall  fuffer  an  imprudent  war  to  be 
continued,  the  public  credit  will  not  effeftually  recover 
from  the  fhock  which  it  has  fuftained.  As  war  is  the 
caufe  of  the  evil,  peace  is  the  only  remedy. 

A  defire  of  procuring  that  remedy  for  the  misfortunes 
of  the  nation,  prompted  the  earl  of  Oxford,  on  the  23d 
of  March,  to  move  for  an  addrefs,  in  \vhich  his  majefty 
fliould  be  requefted  to  renew  the  negotiation  with  France,- 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  convince  the  enemy  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  our  court :  but  the  propofition  was  exploded  by 
a  majority  of  54  votes-  The  fame  motive  induced  the  earl- 
of  Suffolk  to  recommend  the  difmiffion  of  the  chief  pro- 
moter of  the  war  from  the  helm ;  but  his  remonflrances 
could  not  influence  the  peers  to  concur  in  an  addrefs  for 
a  purpofe  fo  beneficial  to  the  community. 

At  this  time,  the  people  feemed  to  fhake  off,  in  fome  de- 
gree, the  torpor  which  had  long  rendered  them  paffive 
amidft  the  burthens  and  calamities  of  the  war.  It  was  re- 
folved  in  the  metropolis,  by  an  affcmbly  of  the  livery,  that 
an  application  ftiould  be  m/ade  to  the  king  for  the  difmiffion 
of  his  minifters  ;  and  the  example  was  quickly  imitated  in 
many  counties  of  the  realm  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
fmall  number  of  addreffes  v/ere  obtained  by  minifterial 
intrigues,  in  oppofition  to  the  views  of  the  friends  of  im- 
mediate peace. 

The  difcontents  which  had  arifen  in  Ireland  were  pro- 
ductive of  debates  in  the  Britilh  fenate.  The  earl  of 
Moira,  on  the  21ft  of  March,  recommended  an  addrefs, 
in  which  the  peers  fhiould  defire  the  king  to  ufe  his  endea- 
vours for  healing  the  wounds  of  the  fifler  kingdom ;  but 
a  great  majority  oppofed  his  motion.  On  the  23d,  Mr. 
Fox,  in   a   copious  harangue,    urged   the   expediency  of 
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adopting  lenient  and  conciliatory  meafurep,  as  the  diflurb- 
ances  might  otherwife  become   truly  alarming.    Though 
Ireland  had  been  declared  independent  of  the  Britifh  legifia- 
ture,  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom,  he  faid,  had  been 
rendered  completely  fubfervient  to  the  diflates  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  minifter ;  by  whofe  influence,  the  reafonable  demands 
of  the  catholics  had  been  rejected,  and  the  grievances  of 
other  clalTes  of  tlie  Hibernian  nation  had  been  augmented 
rather  than  redrefled.     He  therefore  propofed,  that  the 
houfe  fhould  addrefs  the  fovereign  on  this  interefting  fub- 
je61-,  and  folicit  his  ftudious  endeavours  for  the  reftoration 
of  tranquillity  to  the  weftern  realm.     Mr,  Pitt  difapproved 
this  interference,  not  only  as  being  unnecefiary,  but  as  en- 
croaching on  the  independence  of  the  Iriili  parliament  j  and 
the  houfe  refufcd  to  vote  fuch  an  addrefs. 

The  next  debate  v/hich  merits  our  notice  occurred  on  the 
4'th"of  Aprilj  and  thefubjedl  of  it  was  conneded  with  mi- 
nifterial  profufion,'  exemplified  in  the- frequent  remittance 
of  Britifh  tr'::aure  for'the  ijife  of  tKc  emperor.     Mr.  Sher.i-, 
dan  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  negotiations  between  the- 
chancellor  of  thf^"eAchcqiiei''and  the  dire£lors  of  the  bank, 
with  a  viewi-  of  expofing  the  inconfiderate  pertinacity  of  tha 
former,  and  of  proving  that  the  latter  had  refifted  the  im- 
portunate demands  of  the  court.     He  attirmed,  that  the 
cohdudi:  of  the  minifter  had  been  a  feries  of  imoofition 
upon  the  bahlc,  the  parliament,  and  the  country;  that  he, 
had  gradually  undermined  the  foundations  of  public  credit, 
had  wafted  the  refources  of  the  nation,  and  had  v/antonly , 
increafed  the  public  burthens  beyond  all  former  example,  ^ 
In  this  Hate  of  affairs,  it' was  k  fperies  of  madnefs,  he  faid,.. 
to"  lavifli  on  a  foreign  power' that  treafure  which  was  ne.- ■ 
cefT^iry  for  our  own  exigencies,  particularly  as  the  refufal  of - 
pecuniary  aid  to  the  emperor  was  not  likely  to  retard  peace,  ■ 
or  leave  that  potentate  at  the  mercy  of  France.     lie  con- 
cluded with  propofinj,  that  the  houfe  fhould  proceed  to 
inquire,  whether  additional  advances  of  money  to  his  impe- 
rial majefly  were  confiftent  with  a  due  regard  for  the  na- 
tional interefts.    Mr.  Pitt  refiRe.d  the  motion  with  his  ufuai 
plaufibility  and  his  ufual  fuccefs.     It  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Fox,  tamely  oppofed  by  fir  William  Puheney,  and  rejedled 
by  a  great  plurality  of  votes. 

With  fuch  determined  eagernefs  did  the  premier  purfue  his 
impolitic  fchemes  of  protracted  war,  that  he  did  not  fcruplc 

to 
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to  negotiate  a  new  loan,  after  he  had  declared  that  he  had 
fully  provided  for  the  exigencies  of  the  year.  But  it  is 
proper  to  mention,  that  he  condefcended  fo  far  to  comply 
with  the  prevailing  dcilre  of  peace,  as  to  advife  his  fove- 
reign  to  fend  Mr.  Hammond  to  the  emperor,  that  he  might 
concert  with  that  prince  the  conditions  on  which  the  two 
courts  fliould  infiit,  if  the  French  fliould  be  willing  to  re- 
new the  negotiation.  This  refolution  was  adopted  by  the 
cabinet  on  the  9th  of  April  ;  and  it  had  fome  cfFecl  in  the 
elevation  of  the  price  of  the  funds  :  but  a  fpeedy  depreffion 
followed.  The  envoy  did  not  fail  from  Yarmouth  before 
the  17th;  and  he  had  not  reached  Hamburgh  when  the 
preliminaries  were  figned.  A  knowledge  of  the  danger  to 
which  our  imperial  ally  was  expofcd,  might  have  fuggefted 
to  our  minifter  the  expediency  of  an  earlier  deputation. 

While  the  court  and  the  nation  were  in  a  flate  of  fuf- 
penfe  Math  regard  to  the  immediate  purpofe  of  the  emperor, 
the  fecond  budget  of  the  felEon  was  opened  on  the  26th  of 
April.  Mr.  Pitt  vindicated  this  extraordinary  appeal  to  the 
liberality  of  the  public,  by  alleging  the  intia^lable  obfti- 
nacy  of  an  enemy  who  had  refifted  all  approaches  to  a  pa- 
cification •,  and  he  truRcd,  that  the  people  would  admit  the 
necelfity  of  pov.'erful  exertions,  as  the  difplay  of  unfubdued 
fpirit  could  alone  reclaim  our  adverfaries  to  the  dictates  of 
reafon.  x\fter  a  fpecious  and  delufive  preamble,  he  entered 
upon  financial  (latements.  Having  recapitulated  the  votes 
of  fupply  which  had  palled  before  the  Chiiflnias  recefs,  he 
intiiiiated,  that  the  progrelRve  demands  of  the  year  might 
beexpedled  to  exceed  fifteen  millions,  exclufive  of  the  for- 
mer fupplies  of  the  felTion.  The  loan  for  which  he  had 
lately  agreed  was  only,  he  faid,  for  fourteen  millions  and  a 
half  decifively,  but  of  which  a  million  and  a  half  would 
be  charged  to  Ireland  ;  but  ftipulations  had  been  made 
for  an  ulterior  loan  of  above  three  millions  and  a  half, 
if  it  fliould  be  thought  expedient  to  gratify  the  emperor 
with  further  advances.  As  new  taxes  were  requifite  for 
defraying  the  intereft  of  the  new  loan,  he  propofed  that  a 
floating  navy-debt,  and  the  deficiency  arifing  from  the  de- 
reliftion  of  fome  of  the  impofts  which  he  had  recomm.ended 
in  the  winter,  (hould  be  provided  for  at  the  fame  time. 
He  then  Rated  his  fcheme  of  taxation.  It  involved  a  va- 
riety of  new  duties,  which,  he  conceived,  would  not  be 
feverely  felt. 

The 
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The  following'  are  the  diftincl  articles,  with  the  eflimatcd 
jproduce  of  each  : 

Additional  (lamps  on  agreements,  &c.  ;^320jOoo 

Copies  of  deeds,          .          -          .  -           50,000 

Private  transfers  of  property,                -  170,000 

News-papers,            -            .            .  -         114,000 

Advertifements  in  thofe  papers,           -  -         20,000 

Certificates  of  attorneys,              -  -             15,000 
Ornamental  plate,        ......       30,000 

Bills  of  exchange,          ...  -        40,000 

Probates  of  wills,         -          _          *  -            40,000 

Policiesofinfurance  from  fire,          -  -        35jOoo   ^ 

Tolls,          ^            -            ^            .  -       4  CO.  000 

Total,  ;^  1,284,000 

We  cannot  fufTcr  this  ftatement  to  pafs  without  a  few 
words  of  animadverfion.  At  a  time  when  public  credit  is 
in  danger  of  ruin;  when  commerce  and  manufactures  are 
at  a  very  low  ebb,  compared  with  the  ftate  in  which  they 
would  have  been  under  the  fway  of  an  able  and  difcrete 
cabinet ;  when  the  people,  after  an  interval  of  lethargy,  are 
clamorous  for  peace ;  a  minifter  comes  forward  with  pomp- 
ous boafts  of  the  fiourilhing  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  urges  a 
vigorous  continuance  of  an  odious  conteft,  and  demands, 
with  unbluihing  confidence,  fuch  an  addition  to  the  grants 
of  the  feffion,  as  will  extend  the  fupplies  of  the  year  beyond 
forty-two  millions  and  a  half.  Even  if  this  were  the  firft 
demand  for  the  war,  it  would  be  a  juft  ground  of  complaint; 
but,  when  it  follows  a  feries  of  prodigal  expenditure,  and  is 
urged  at  a  time  of  national  diilrefs,  no  cenfures  can  be  too 
fevere  for  thofe  who  recommend  or  who  countenance 
fuch  multiplied  exactions. 

The  new  requifitions  of  the  court  were  oppofed  with  fpi- 
rit  by  meffieurs  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Grey;  but  all  argu- 
ments and  remonftrances  were  as  inefficacious,  as  if  they 
had  been  delivered  in  a  defert.  The  houfe  fainftioned  the 
propofitions  of  the  minifter  ;  and  bills  were  prepared  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  new  taxes. 

The  queftion  concerning  the  loan  to  the  emperor  was 
agitated  on  the  ift  of  May.  It  was  then  ftated  by  the 
chancellor  0/  the  exchequer,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
)oan  would  be  3,600,000   pounds ;  part  of  which  would 
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anfwer  the  late  pecuniary  advances,  while  the  reft  would 
provide  for  the  further  exigencies  of  the  court  of  Vi- 
cuna, as  occafions  might  fucceffively  arife.  The  vigo- 
rous CO  operation  of  the  emperor  was  requifite,  he  faid, 
for  the  attainment  of  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace  ;  and, 
that  prince  being  precluded  from  the  pra6ficability  of 
fuch  exertion  Mithout  the  aid  of  grants  from  the  treafury 
of  Great  Britain,  it  was  elTcntial  to  the  interell  of  this 
kingdom  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  his  finances,  particu- 
larly as  it  was  not  probable  that  the  intended  remittances 
Would  have  any  ill  effc£t  ori  the  courfe  of  exchange,  on 
the  circumftances  of  the  bank,  or  on  the  internal  Itate  of 
the  country.  Mr.  Fox  exprefled  his  furprife  at  the  mi- 
nii^er's  intention  of  fending  more  money  to  the  continent, 
when  he  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the  intelligence  of 
the  armiftice,  that  the  emperor  was  ferioufly  engaged  in 
the  bufinefs  of  a  feparate  negotiation.  He  therefore 
■moved,  that  the  defired  vote  fhould  be  poftponed :  but 
Mr.  Pitt  would  not  agree  to  any  delay,  as  even  the  report 
of  the  vote  might  give  a  favourable  turn  to  the  negotiation, 
by  convincing  the  enemy  that  we  were  ready  to  continue 
■our  liberal  fupport  of  the  caufe  of  the  emperor  and  the  in- 
"terefts  of  the  confederacy. 
-  AmidfL  the  parliam.enta=ry  deliberations,  intelligence  ar- 
med of  a  naval  victory.  Sir  John  Jervis  had  cruifed  for 
ibme  time  in  expeclation  of  meeting  with  the  Spaniih 
fleet ;  and  he  was  at  length  apprifed  by  his  fcouts,  that  the 
enemy- had  beien  difceriied  at  the  diltaiice  of  only  four 
leagues.  Pleafed  with  the  information,  he  eagerly  fought 
an  opportunity  of  afcertaining  the  llrength  of  the  holtile 
armament  j  but,  when  one  of  his  fhips  made  a  fignal,  in- 
timating the  appearance  of  twenty-five  fail  of  the  line,  he 
^  was  Icfs  fanguine  in  his  hopes  of  fuccefs,  as  he  had  only 
fifteen  (hips  of  that  denomination.  He  refolved»  however, 
to  engage  the  foe  without  delay.  The  iiritilh  admiral, 
having  .'.rranged  his  fliips  in  the  mofl  compact  order,  failed 
with  fuch  expedition,  that  he  reached  the  Spanifh  fleet 
iie fore  it  was  difpofed  with  due  regularity  or  connexion. 
•  Such  a  momcTit  (as  he  properly  obferves  in  bis  officiai 
letter)  was  not  to  be  loft  ;'  and  he  had  fo  flrong  a  confi- 
dence in  the  valour  and  difcipline  of  his  men,  that  he  did 
^iot  fcruplc  to  depart  from  the  ordinary  ryilem,.3S  a  confi- 
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derable  degree  of  enterprlfe  feemed  requifite  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  waV  with  the  Spaniards.  He  therefore 
pafled  through  their  fleet,  in  a  line  rapidly  formed  ;  and, 
by  tacking,  feparated  one  third  of  it-  from  the  main  body. 
After  a  confli6l  which  continued  about  five  hours,  he  de- 
feated the  enemy,  and  captured  four  fhips :  namely,  two 
of  112  guns,  one  of  84,  and  one  of  74.  It  was  then  found, 
that  the  whole  Spanilh  fleet  oonfiiled  of  twenty-feven  fail 
of  the  line. 

In  this  engagement,  which  took  place  near  Cape.  St. 
Vincent  on  the  14th  of  February,  300  men  were  killed  or 
.wounded  on  the  part  of  the  victors  -,  but,  in  the  fliips  which 
were  taken,  the  lift  of  thofe  who  loft  their  lives,  or  were 
wounded,  amounted,  accordmg  to  the  account  given  by 
admiral  Jervis,  to  603. 

The  fervices  which  our  feamen  had  performed  during 
the  war,  and  their  expectation  of  frelh  occafions  of  fortu- 
nate exertion,  gave  them  fo  high  (and  indeed  fo  jull) 
an  idea  of  their  own  importance,  that  they  refolved  to  mfift 
upon  an  augmentation  of  their  pay,  and  a  general  improve- 
ment of  their  fituation.  The  fcheme  was  conducted  with 
temper  and  regularity.  The  crew  of  the  Royal  George, 
and  of  fifteen  other  fhips,  borrowed  a  hint  from  the  con- 
ftitution  of  their  country,  and  chofe  reprefentatives,  who 
afl~embled  in  form,  and,  on  the  i8th  of  April,  prepared 
a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  well  as  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty.  They  peremptorily  declared,  that 
they  would  not  proceed  upon  any  expedition  or  cruife, 
till  their  defires  fliould  have  been  granted  5  and  they  dif- 
played  fuch  firmncfs  and  fpirit,  that  their  officers  were  in- 
timidated into  fubmiflion. 

This  mutiny  alarmed  the  cabinet ;  and  earl  Spencer  was 
dire£led  to  haiten  to  Portfmcuth,  with  other  commifTioners 
of  the  admiralty.  The  earl  remonftrated  with  the  feamen 
of  lord  Bridport's  fliip,  and  urged  them  to  return  to  their 
duty  ;  afluring  them,  that  fuch  of  their  requefts  as  fliould 
appear  to  be  reafonable  would  be  granted.  When  he  had 
made  his  report,  the  affair  was  deliberately  canvafled ;  and 
-the  miniftry  prudently  determined,  that  it  would  be  better 
to  acquiefce  than  to  refift.  A  proclamation  was  iflued  on 
the  22d,  promifing  the  royal  pardon  to  all  feamen  and  ma- 
rines who  fhouid  immcxliatcly  reliuquilh  their  mutinous 
" '■-' '"'-'  R  r  2  practices ; 
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pradtices;  and  it  was  intimated  by  the  lords  of  the  ad mi-^ 
ralty,  that  the  parliament  would  be  defired  by  the  crowil 
to  attend  to  their  demands^ 

Though  thefe  intimations  were  calculated  to  pacify  the 
failors,  the  deleg^ates  (as  the  reprefcntatives  of  that  body 
of  men  pompouily  ftyled  themfelves)  did  not  wholly  de- 
fifh  from' the  exercife  of  their  affiimed  authority.  The  d^ 
lay  of.  the  parliamentary  difcufrion  of  their  claims  kept 
fhem  in  a  ftate  of  irritating  fufpenfe  ;  and  in  that  interval 
foine  lives  \Vere  unfortunately  loft.  Being  ordered,  on  the  7th 
of  May,  to  prepare  for  weighing  anchor,  the  feamen  at  St,' 
Heien'trrefufed  to  obey  ;  and  fome  of  the  delegates  repaired 
to  Spithead  to  propagate  a  general  fpirit  of  difobedience. 
They  attempted  to  board  the  fhip  of  vice-admiral  C0I-- 
poys ;  and  many  of  the  crew  were  willing  to  affift  them  i 
but  tbat>  commander  threatened  them  with  violent  oppo- 
ial;ior}.  T'pe  men  perfifting  in  their  mutiny,  he  gave  orders 
so  a  party  of  marines  to  tire ;  and  fcveral  of  the  mal-con- 
tents  were  mortally  wounded.  The  feamen  returned  the 
fire  with  fome  effect  j  took  full  pofleiTion  of  the  fiiip  ;  put 
Colpoys  and  his  chief  officers  under  arred ;  and  menaced  \ 

then>  with  exemplary  punifhment. 

\  The  delegates  were  now,  in  a  great  meafure,  command- 
<^rs  of  the  fleet  i  and  it  was  concluded,  that  nothing  but 
;^n..i.nviieciiate  compliance  with  their  principal  demands 
woulK  reftore:  due  ftibordinatlon.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
'%\x-  iPitt;^  avoidiii^  rill  difcuffion  of  particulars,  a&the  re- 
marks which  might  be  made  on  fo  delicate  a  fubjecl  might 
^c  rendered  fiibfervient  to  the  invidious  tafk  of  irritating 
and  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  failors,  requefted  the  houfe 
of  commons' to  agree  to  theefiimates  which  had  been  pre- 
pared, for  an,  increafe  of  the  pay,  of  feamen  and  marines, 
and  a  more  copious  allowance  of  provifions  to  thofe  uTefui 
Servants  of  the  public  Mr.  Fox  condemned  the  delay  which 
had  occurred  in  this  bufinefs,  as  an  inftance  of  culpable 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  miniftry  j  and  v.-iflied  that  the 
:>ffvxir  might.be  fully  inveftigated,  inflead  of  being  con- 
iigned  to  fecrecy  and  oblivion.  ..But^ neither  he,  nor  any 
of  his  friends,  oppofed  the.flaotiOviji.-  -A  tilJ*  founded  .Ofp. 
this  bafia,  was  produ^Gd  by  the  minifLer  on  the  follqwir^  I 

d;iy.    It  paffcd  with  rapidity  through  both  ,^,1^'bs^  .aiuij  * 

was  inftantly  fand^ioned  by  the  king,  .... 

Ths 


JRcview  of  Fuhlic  Affair s»  ^i 

The  members  of  oppoufiori  would  not  fuffer  this  affair 
to  terminate  without  an  attempt  to  iubjecl  the  miniftry  to 
a  parliamentary  fiignVa.  Mr.  Whitbread,  after  a  fpirited 
harangue,  propofed  a  refolution,  importing  that,  in  having 
delayed  the  determination  of  this  important  bufinefs,  Mr. 
Pitt  was  guilty  of  a  grofs  neglect  of  duty,  and  merited  the 
cenfure  of  the  houfe  :  but  he  afterwards  extended  his  mo- 
tion to  the  miniders  in  general.  It  was  refiiled  with 
v/armth  by  Mr.  Dundas  and  other  fpeakers,  and  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  174.  Sir  V/iliiam  Pultene}',  for  whofe 
opinion  the  premier  is  known  to  entertain  a  great  refpedl'^ 
voted  with  the  minority  on  this  occafion. 

The  acl  of  relief  did  not  immediately  reclaim  the  fea- 
men  to  obedience.  They  wilhed  for  other  favours,  parti- 
cularly a  relaxation  of  the  ftridlnefs  of  therrdifcipline  ;  but 
they  were  at  length  induced  to  fubmit ;  and,  having  re*- 
iieived  a  frefli  pardon,  they  declared  themfelves  ready  to 
I'enew  their  fervic^s  with  all  the  enthufiafm  of  former  loy- 
alty. It  was  aflerted  by  the  adherents  of  the  court,  tha\ 
the  emiiTaries  of  the  party  which  oppofed  the  government 
had  inftigated  the  failors  to  thefe  bold  proceedings;  but 
fucfi  calumnies  are  the  ordinary  fruits  of  party  zeal. 

To  prevent  a  refumption  of  this  topic,  we  have  extended 
the  article,  in  point  of  time,  beyond  the  afligned  limits'; 
and  we  difmifs  the  fubje£t  with  expreflions  of  fatisfadtion 
2t  the  happy  adjuftment  of  an  alarming  difpute. 

IRELAND. 

Though  the  late  invafion  of  this  kingdom  had  given  an 
cpportuiiity  for  the  difplay  of  a  general  fpirit  of  loyalty^ 
the  difcontent  pf  the  catholics  had  not  fubfided  ;  nor  were 
the  proteflants  of  the  north  free  from  ftrong  fenfations  of 
ilifguft.  The  former  wiflied  to  be  rendered  eligible  to  a 
feat  in  parliament,  and  to  enjoy  an  occafional  promotion  to 
the  higheil  offices  in  the  (late;  while  the  latter  were  de- 
firous  of  reaping  the  full  benefit  of  a  free  conflitution, 
by  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  other  meafures  calculated 
d'or  the  reprefiion  of  miniiterial  tyranny.  It  was  pretended, 
that  thefe  oppofers  of  abufes  and  grievances  cheriflied  in- 
tentions hoftile  to  the  peace  of  fociety,  and  that  their  ob- 
jects were  pillage  and  maflacre  •,  and  ihc  chancellor  of  Ire- 
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land  even  accufed  them  of  having  inftigated  the  French  to 
invade  the  kingdom. 

The  ftatute  againft  popular  meetings,  and  the  a£l  for 
difarming  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  counties  or  diftri£ls 
which  were  alleged  to  be  in  a  flate  of  dillurbance  or  in- 
fiure£lion,  were  ilri£tly  enforced  ;  but  the  feverity  of  the 
government  did  not  prove  completely  efficacious.  In  va- 
rious parts  of  the  province  of  Ulller,  outrages  and  cruel- 
ties were  perpetrated  by  the  licentious  and  exafperated 
peafants  5  but  the  advocates  of  reform  difavowed  thefe  pro- 
ceedings •,  and  it  certainly  was  not  their  intereft  to  encou- 
rage fuch  enormities. 

The  language  of  the  oppofite  parties,  \vith  an  allowance 
for  the  exaggerations  in  which  each  may  have  indulged,  will 
ferve  to  exhibit  the  grounds  and  circumftances  of  the  conr 
teft.  In  a  melTage  from  the  lord-lieutenant  to  the  parlia? 
ment,  delivered  on  the  i8th  of  March,  it  was  ftated,  that  the 

*  dangerous  and  daring  outrages,'  which  were  *  evidently 

*  perpetrated  with  a  view  of  fuperfeding  the  law  and  pre? 

*  venting  the  adminiftration  of  juftice    by   an   organifed 

*  fyftem  of  murder  and  robbery,'  had  lately  increafed  in  a 
very  alarming  degree  ;  that  thefe  outrages  were  encouraged 
and  fupported  by  treafonable  aflbciatious  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  conftitution  •,  that  the  mal-contents  had 
threatened  the  lives  of  all  who  fhould  ftand  forth  infup- 
port  of  the  laws ;  that  they  had  fired  on  the  foldiers  whpi 
were  employed  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty ;  and  had 
acled  in  fyftematic  defiance  of  the  exertions  of  the  civil 
power..  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  affirmed,  in  the  appeal 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Ulfter  to  their  countrymen,  and  to 
the  Britifh  nation,  that  they  were   *  united  in  an  organifed 

*  fyftern,  not  to  promote  murder,  bu^  to  promote  peace ; 

*  not  todeftroy  perfons  and  property,  but  to  fave  both  from 

*  defl:ru£lion  j'  that  they  had  folemnly  pledged  themfelves 
for  the  promotion  of  every  temperate  and  rational  meafure 
by  which  the  freedona  of  Ireland  might  be  eltabliflied  ;  and 
that  *  the  common  enemy,'  difpleafed  at  finding  them  in- 
clined to  purfue  their  great  obje6ls  with  the  irrefiftible 
weapons  of  truth  and  julllce,  had  praclifed  a  courfe  of 
unparalleled  aggreflTion,  for  the  purpofe  of  *  goading  them 
^  into  infurre£lion,  or  driving  them  into  defpair.' 

In 
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In  die  debates  which  followed  the  Intimation  of  the 
viceroy,  fome  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  declaimed 
againlc  the  tyranny  of  the  government,  while  others  af- 
felled  to  think  that    the   miniftry  had  been  too  lenient. 
Mr.  Grattan  was  the  chief  opponent   of   the  court.    He" 
condemned,  with   great  vehemence  of  oratory,  the  mea- 
fures  which  had  been  taken  for  difarming  the  provincials 
of  Ulfter,  and  expofnig  them  to  the  lawlefs  rage  of  a  li- 
centious army,   before   any  mveftigation  of  their  delin- 
quency  had    been   adopted,    or   any  grounds   difcovered 
which  could  juftify  fuch  feverity  of  treatm.ent.     He  mov- 
ed, that,   inftead   of  applauding  the  conduct  of  the  lord^ 
lieutenant,  the  commons  fhould  adviTe  him  to  recal  that 
unconftitutional  proclamation  which  had  introduced  into 
the  north  of  Ireland  the  defpotifm  of  military  government, 
and  fhould  promife  to  make  fuch  an  inquiry  into  the  Hate  of 
the  country  as  might  tend  to  produce  regulations  favour- 
able to  the  intereds  of  the  people.     The   crown  lawyers 
acknowledged  that  the  proclamation  was  not  ilridfiy  con- 
ftitutional  •,  but  they  were    of  opinion,   that  it  was  jufli- 
fied  by   the   critical  ftate   of  affairs.     The  motion  bein^j 
jejefled,  a  courtly  addrefs  was  prefented  by  each  houfe  to 
the  viceroy,  who,  thus  encouraged,  continued  the  fy(l:em 
of  coercion. 

An  attempt  was  foon  after  made,  by  the  enfeebled  party 
of  oppodtion,  for  the  repeal  of  the  bill  which  had  been 
enacted  againft  fuppofed  infurre<Slions.  This  ftatute,  how~ 
ever,  was  fo  ftrongly  defended,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
njions,  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and  fir  Hercules 
Langrifhcj  that  only  fourteen  members  voted  for  the  abro- 
gation of  it. 

To  fupply  the  exigencies  of  the  government  of  Ireland, 
and  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  not  only  againil 
fpreign  enemies  but  alfo  againft  domeflic  foes,  a  new  loan 
was  negotiated  •,  but  fuch  was  the  fcarcity  of  money  in  that 
kingdom,  or  fo  ftrong  was  the  dread  of  danger,  that  even  the 
offer  of  unufual  advantage  could  not  produce  the  defired 
fubfcription.  It  therefore  became  expedient  to  apply  to 
Oreat  Britain  ;  and  pecuniary  advances  were  obtained  from 
thofe  who  are  unrealbnably  willing  to  rentier  their  opulence 
fubfervient  to  the  increafe  of  the  burthens  either  of  this 
Jtingdom  or  of  Ireland. 

II  r  .\  The 


584  Review  of  Public  Affairs. 

The  Irifli  Jacobins  (as  the  mal-contents  of  Ulfler  were 
called)  continuing  their  oppofition  to  the  court,  many  were 
apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  treafon  •,  and  fome  were  tried 
and  condemned  at  the  provincial  aiTizes,  while  others  were 
acquitted. 

If  we  may  depend  on  the  aflertions  of  the  minifterial 
party,  an  alarming  confpiracy  was  lately  difcovered  at 
Belfaft.  Secretary  Pelham  informed  the  houfe  of  commons, 
on  the  29th  of  April,  that  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons 
had  been  fei fed  in  the  midll  of  treafonable  deliberations,  and 
that  their  papers  were  alio  fecured.  He  then  propofcd  the 
appointment  of  a  comimittee  of  fecrecy,  for  the  examination 
of  thefe  papers,  and  the  general  inveftigation  of  the  plot- 
Mr.  Grattan  oppofed  the  reference  of  this  bufinefs  to  a 
fecret  committee,  as  a  meafure  which  was  repugnant  to  the 
conftitution  ;  but  it  was  vindicated  by  the  attorney-general, 
and  readily  approved  by  the  houfe.  The  peers  appointed  a 
committee  for  the  profecution  of  the  fame  inquiry. 

The  alledged  confpiracy  may,  perhaps,  exill  more  in  the 
imaginations  of  courtiers,  than  in  reality.  However  the 
affair  may  terminate,  we  quit  the  fubje6l  for  the  prefent, 
and  proceed  to  other  parts  of  our  hillorical  review. 

NETHERLANDS. 

The  French  yoke  is  not  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  gene- 
rality of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  provinces.  Occafional 
tumults  have  arifen  from  this  fource  ;  but  the  ftrong  arm  of 
power  has  fuppreffed  the  difturbances. 

That  article  of  the  preliminary  agreement  between  the 
French  and  the  court  of  Vienna,  by  which  thefe  territo- 
ries are  ceded  to  the  former,  cannot  be  very  pleafing  to 
the  Belgians ;  but  they  will  be  obliged  to  fubmit,  unlefs 
the  infnience  or  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  fliould  procure 
the  recal  of  the  obnoxious  flipulation.  Such  a  cpntingency, 
however,  is  not  to  be  expected. 

HOLLAND. 

The  Dutch,  or  rather  the  French  rulers  of  the  Batavlan 
republic,  have  been  for  fome  time  employed  in  the  form- 
ation cf  a  new  conflitution.  It  is  apprehended  by  many, 
that  it  will  more  refemble  that  which  was  framed  by  the 
French  in  the  year   1793,  than  that  of  the  year  1795, 

which. 
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wliicli,  in  tlieir  late  oath  againft  royalty  and  anarchy,  they 
declared  their  determination  of  maintaining.  But  "\i  is 
probable,  that  the  party  now  prevailing  at  Paris  will  infufe' 
its  moderation  into  the  Batavian  fyltem.,  and  will  anni- 
hilate the  pernicious  influence  of  the  remains  of  the  Ja* 
cobin  faction. 

G  E  P.  M  A  N  Y. 

The  conduct  of  the  kinsf  of  Prufiia,  about  the  becflnninT- 
of  the  prefent  year,  fcerned  to  threaten  Germany  with 
dillurbance.  This  prince  is  inflamed  with  a  thirft  of  terri- 
torial aggrandifement,  and  actuated  by  a  felfifli  fpirit  of 
rapacity ;  and,  in  the  profecution  of  his  views,  he  is  ready 
to  employ  either  force  or  artifice,  though  he  is  inclined  to 
prefer  the  latter  mode  as  the  leaft  expenfive,  and  therefore 
made  ufe  of  it  when  he  was  defirous  of  drawing  fubfidies 
from  the  Britifli  treafury.  Rejoicing  at  the  difordered  (tate 
of  the  empire,  he  fought  an  opportunity  of  eltablifliing  his 
influence  in  Weftphalia  and  other  circles*,  and  he  fent  a  large 
army  to  fupport  his  views.  From  what  wo  have  learned  of 
the  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  which  he  concluded  at  Bafle 
in  the  year  1795,  '^^  appears,  that  he  engaged  to  fecure  the 
Netherlands  to  the  French,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces  of  the  continent,  with  a  provifo  of  his 
being  ailllted  in  the  addition  of  certain  portions  of  Ger- 
many to  his  own  territories.  The  emperor  dreaded  the 
execution  of  a  fcheme  which  tended  to  the  diminution  of 
his  power  and  preponderance  in  the  Germanic  fyftem  ;  and, 
in  February,  he  addreffed  a  refcript  to  the  diet,  in  which 
he  warned  the  different  ftates  of  the  danger  which  im- 
pended over  them  from  the  ambition  of  the  houfe  of  Bran- 
denburg and  the  rapacity  of  the  French.  Thefe  grounds 
of  alarm,  we  may  fuppofe,  haftened  the  negotiation  be- 
tween Francis  and  the  republic. 

DENMARK,  SWEDEN,  and  PRUSSIA. 

The  Danifh  and  Swedifli  nations  are  diligently  employed 
in  the  promotion  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  in 
tKe  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace.  A  breach,  however, 
has  recently  occurred  between  the  former  and  the  Tri- 
polines  •,  but  this  circumftancv  i-s  not  likely  to  operate  in  a 
very  injurious  way. 

The 
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The  Ruffian  potentate,  foon  after  his  acceffion,  was  rc- 
quefted  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  London  to  aflift  them 
againft  the  French,  in  compliance  with  the  ftipulations  of 
his  deceafcd  parent ;  but  he  did  not  think  himfelf  bound 
to  enter  into  a  confederacy  which  he  difapproved,  though 
he  gratified  the  emperor  with  alTurances,  that  he  would 
not  tamely  fufFer  either  his  Pruffian  majefliy  or  the  French 
to  execute  their  fchemes  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Germanic 
body. 

It  gives  us  no  fmall  pleafure  to  learn,  that  this  prince  is 
truly  attentive  to  the  duties  of  his  high  fhation ;  that  he 
has  inftituted  fome  ufeful  reforms  in  different  branches 
of  the  adminiftration;  that  he  has  relieved  the  inhabitants 
of  Livonia  from  the  effects  of  a  tyrannical  fyftem  ;  and  that 
the  perfecuted  Poles  have  found  in  him  a  frjend  and  pro- 
te£lor. 

SPAIN. 

Notwithflanding  the  weaknefs  of  the  Spanifh  monarch}', 
preparations  have  been  made  in  that  kingdom  for  an  inva- 
fion  of  Portugal.  The  connexions  of  the  court  of  Lifbon 
with  Great  Britain  have  long  dif<;;ulled  the  French,  who, 
from  a  defire  of  depriving  us  of  the  advantages  of  that  in- 
tercourle,  have  iniligated  the  Spaniards  to  an  attack  of  their 
neighbours-  The  Portuguefe  troops,  reinforced  by  Bri- 
tifh  auxiliaries  and  French  emigrants,  were  ftatloned,  early 
in  the  fpring,  between  the  Tagus  and  the  Guadiana,  for 
the  defence  of  the  threatened  realm  ;  but  we  do  not  find 
that  any  aftual  hoflilities  have  yet  taken  place.  If  the 
late  preliminaries,  however,  fhould  not  produce  a  general 
pacification,  the  arms  of  the  Spaniards  and  their  republican 
allies  may  with  little  difficulty  reduce  Portugal  to  fub* 
miffion. 

ITALY. 

Under  the  revolutionary  aufpices  of  Buonaparte,  a  new 
ftatc  has  been  ere«3:ed  in  Italy  -,  to  w'hich,  from  its  fitua- 
tion  on  the  hither  fide  of  the  Po  with  refpecl  to  Rome, 
the  appellation  of  the  Cif-padane  republic  has  been  given. 
It  was  ordained,  by  the  deputies  who  aiiembled  in  a  formal 
congrefs,  that  this  republic  fhould  confill  of  ten  depart- 
ments, extending  from  the  fouthern  borders  of  Mantua  to 

the 
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the  frontiers  of  Tufcany ;  that  the  legiflatlve  body  fliould 
be  formed  of  two  councils,  one  of  which  fhould  contain 
fixty  members,  and  the  other  thirty ;  and  that  the  exe- 
cutive branch  of  the  government  fliould  be  conduced  by 
three  individuals.  After  the  completion  of  a  conilitutional 
code,  the  congrefs  was  diflblved  in  March. 

To  the  republic  which  has  been  formed  in  the  Milanefe, 
it  was  intended  that  the  province  of  Brcfcia,  and  other 
parts  of  the  Venetian  dominions,  fliould  be  added  ;  but 
the  ultimate  refult  of  the  negotiation  between  the  French 
and  the  emperor  may  be  attended  with  fome  alterations 
In  that  refped. 

TURKEY. 

As  the  Turks  were  in  conilant  dread  of  the  ambition 
of  Catharine  II.  the  acceflion  of  her  lefs  enterprifing  fon 
to  the  Ruffian  throne  has  given  them  fome  gratificati<in. 
They  ftill  preferve  their  neutrality;  and  their  fovereigii 
does  not  negle(ft  the  concerns  of  national  improvement. 
That  they  attend,  more  than  they  formerly  did,  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  commerce,  we  have  reafon  to  believe;  for  a 
Turkifli  fliip,  navigated  by  Turkifii  Aiilors,  inftead  of 
Greeks  or  Armenians,  lately  arrived  in  the  river  Thames. 
Their  vindidlive  fpirit,  however,  is  not  mitigated  by  the 
progrefs  of  civilifation;  for,  at  Smyrna,  they  have  re- 
cently murdered  many  Greeks,  and  deilroyed  the  ware* 
houfes  of  the  Franks,  merely  becaufe  a  Janifary  lofl  his  life 
in  a  fudden  fracas. 

EAST- INDIES. 

The  redudlion  of  Amboyna  and  the  neighbouring  iHanda 
not  having  been  mentioned  in  our  lafh  Appendix,  it  is  pro- 
per to  intimate,  that  the  difpatches  from  Madras,  received 
in  November  laft,  announced  the  fuccefs  of  the  operations 
of  rear-admiral  Rainier.  An  armament  appeared  before  Am- 
boyna in  February,  1796;  and  a  capitulation  was  quickly 
adjufted,  by  which  that  important  ifland  and  its  dependen- 
cies were  furrcndercd  to  the  Britifh  government,  on  condi- 
tion that,  befides  fecuring,  to  the  inhabitants  in  general, 
the  rights  of  private  property,  the  new  poffciTors  of  the 
ifland  ihould  continue  the  ufual  pay  to  tlic  officers  of  the 
civil  eftablifliments,  to  thofe  who  were  in  the  military  and 
jiaval  fervice,  and  to  the  minifters  of  religion. 

Similar 
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Similar  conditions  M^ere  granted  to  the  occupants  of 
Banda  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  when  the  Britifli  fleet  had 
anchored  near  Naflau,  the  principal  fortrefs  of  Bandn. 
The  governor  alleged  a  great  want  of  provifions  as  one 
caufe  of  his  ready  fubmiflion  to  the  demands  of  the 
enemy. 

In  the  treafuries  of  Amboyna  and  Banda,  were  found 
147,787  rix-dollars ;  and  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  other  valu- 
able article?,  ^yere  difcovered  in  abundance.  Intelligence 
of  this  fuccefs  being  tranfmitted  to  Madras,  a  reinforce- 
ment of  foldiers,  and  a  fupply  of  ftores,  were  fpeedily  fent, 
that  the  iflands  might  be  fecured  againft  re-capture.  But 
we  are  doubtful  whether  they  are  Hill  in  polTeflion  of  the 
Englifli,  as  a  confiderable  hoilile  force  has  been  feen  in 
the  Indian  ocean. 

It  was  repoi'ted,  in  fome  of  the  accounts  which  arrived 
from  India,  that  Tippoo,  the  enterprifing  fultan  of  My- 
fore,  meditated  an  immediate  renewal  of  hoftilities,  in  the 
hope  of  recovering  thofe  extenfive  diftri(Ss  of  which  the 
Britifh  arms  had  deprived  him.  But  it  appeared  from  more 
authentic  information,  than  this  rumour  was  ill-founded, 
it  is  not  probable,  however,  that  the  Eall-India  company 
■will  long  be  free  from  the  attacks  of  that  prince,  if  ht 
fhould  be  able  to  form,  by  perfuafion  and  intrigue,  a  flrong 
confederacy  of  the  native  powers. 

A  new  v/ar  in  India  v/ould  be  particularly  unfeafonable 
at  this  juncture,  as  the  finances  of  the  company  are  at  a 
low  ebb;  fo  low,  indeed,  that  the  managers  of  the  trea- 
fury  of  Calcutta  have  publicly  ofFered  the  high  interefl  of 
^2 per  ecjtt.  to  procure  occafional  loans.  This  offer,  how- 
ever, has  not  proved  fo  efficacious  as  the  company  ex- 
peded. 

The  government  of  India  being  in  a  (late  of.fome  dif- 
order,  and  the  military  ofiicers  of  the  company  being  in- 
fiamed  (chiefly  on  the  account  of  difficulties  with  regard 
to  promotion)  with  a  degree  of  difcontent  from  which! 
pernicious  confequences  were  apprehended,  the  commif- 
fioners  of  control  refolved  to  fend  out  a  governor-general 
of  high  refpe6lability  and  reputation.  This  poft  was 
offered  to  the  marquis  Cornwallis,  who  confented  again  to- 
encounter  the  dangers  of  the  climate  of  Hindoflan ;  and 
it  was  propofed,  that,  among  other  grants  of  authoricvi 
he  fhould  be  indulged  with  a  difcretionary  power  of  dif- 
banding  the  European  military  eflablifhment  of  the  com- 
pany,- and  fubftituting  his  majeily's  forces.  This  propo-. 
fjtion  was  condemned  by  mod  of  the  proprietors  cl  Eaft- 
India  ftock,  as  an  arbitrary  eucroaghment  on  the  rights  of 
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the  corporation.  At  a  late  meeting  of  that  body,  it  was 
urged,  that  the  meafure  would  tend  to  the  annihilation  ot 
chartered  privileges  j  that  the  civii  power  of  the  fociety  had 
already  heen  tftkeji  away  by  minillerial  violence  ;  and  that, 
if  the  power  of  the  fv/ord  fliouid  now  be  ufurped  by  the 
government,  that  of  the  puife  would  not  long  be  enjoyed 
ipy  the  company.  The  refult  of  a  fpirlted  debate  was  the 
fcjeftion  of  a  motion  for  concurring  with  the  dire£lors, 
who,  by  a  (mall  majority,  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  new 
fcheme.  In  confequence  of  this  oppofition,  the  departure 
of  the  marquis  has  been  deferred. 

W  E  S  T  -  I  N  D  I  E  S. 

Some  of  the  particulars  which  will  be  mentioned  under 
this  head,  belong  to  the  year  1796;  but,  as  they  were  pot 
known  in  England  before  the  prefent  year,  they  may  rea* 
fpnably  form  a  part  of  this  Appendix. 

The  Caribs  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  who  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  arms  agalnfl:  the  government,  were  reduced  to 
fubmilhon  by  the  fpirit  and  the  prudence  of  major-genetal 
Hunter  and  governor  Seton.  Martin  Padre,  a  negro,  who 
had  great  influence  over  the  favages  and  their  licen^tious 
confederates,  furrendered  on  the  fecond  of  October ;  and/ 
before  the  dole  of  the  fucceeding  month j  all  the  mal-con-' 
tents  fubmitted.  The  briga^ids  of  Grenada  were  reduced  to 
obedience  about  the  fam.e  time.  At  St.  Lucia,  however, 
the  unfubdued  French  and  their  afibciates  continued  to 
maintain  a  predatory  war,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
well-difpofed  inhabitants  of  the  ifland. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  the  French,  in  November  laH", 
againft  the  ifle  of  Anguilla,  not  with  a  view  of  retaining  it 
when  eonquered,but  for  the  purpofe  of  plundering  andde- 
ftroylng  the  villages  and  plantations.  About  300  men,  fe- 
lecled  from  the  troops  of  Viftor  Hugues,  landed  on  the 
ifland,  and  committed  various  acts  of  devaluation  and  cru- 
elty. Captain  Barton,  of  the  Lapwing,  was  no  fconcr  in- 
formed of  this  invafion,  than  he  failed  to  Anguilla  •,  and, 
on  his  appearance,  the  enemy  haflily  re-embarked.  He 
engaged  the  two  ihips  which  had  conducted  the  French  to 
the  ifland,  funk  one,  and  captured  the  other;  but,  being 
purfued  by.  two  frigates,  be  burned  his  prize. 
The.difpatches  which  arrived  in  the  winter  from  St.  Do- 
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mingo,  brought  intelligence  which  was  not  di  fag  re  cable, 
though  it  was  not  perfe(ftly  fatisfadlory.  The  judicious 
meafures  of  major-general  Bowyer  promoted  the  fecurity 
of  Jeremie  ;  and  other  diftridls  were  alfo  in  a  ftate  of  fafety, 
to  which  the  divifions  among  the  enemy  contributed.  The 
exertions  of  lieutenant  colonel  Hooke  were  greatly  inftru- 
mental  in  relieving  Irois  from  the  diftrefTrs  of  a  fiege  ;  and 
the  precautions  of  the  Britifh  officers  baffled,  in  other  re- 
fpe£\s,  the  views  of  the  foe.  Horrid  barbarities  were,  in 
the  mean  time,  perpetrated  by  the  blacks  under  Rigaud, 
who  mafTacred  a  great  number  of  the  adherents  of  the 
French  republic. 

To  our  poffeflions  in  this  part  of  the  world,  an  addition 
has  been  recently  made  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Spaniards. 
An  expedition  was  undertaken  by  lieutenant-general  fir 
Ralph  Abercrombie  and  rear-admiral  Hervey,  for  the  re- 
duction of  Trinidad  ;  and  thefe  commanders,  having  col- 
le<5led  early  in  the  prefent  year  a  force  which  they  deemed 
a.dequate  to  the  enterprife,  failed  to  the  gulph  of  Paria, 
where,  on  the  i6th  of  February,  they  found  a  Spanifh  fleet 
at  anchor,  under  the  prote£lion  of  a  fmall  ifland  which  was 
furnifhed  with  batteries.  The  Britilh  admiral  made  fuch 
dlfpoTitions  as  were  calculated  to  prevent  the  departure  of 
the  enemy,  who  feemed  inclined  to  take  advantage  of  the 
approach  of  night,  and  attempt  an  efcape.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  aflbciated  commanders  to  make  a  general 
attack,  at  day-break,  both  upon  the  (hips  and  upon  Port 
d'Efpagne,  the  chief  town  of  Trinidad  j  but  the  Spaniards 
rendered  one  part  of  this  fcheme  unneceflary,  by  burning 
three  fliips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh.  A  fhip  of  74  guns,  how- 
ever, efcapcd  the  conflagration  -,  and  fhe  was  brought  ofFin 
fafety  by  the  boats  of  the  Britifh  fquadron.  The  fniall 
ifland  being  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  fir  Ralph  Abercrom- 
bie and  his  men  landed  on  Trinidad  ;  and,  before  the  even- 
ing of  the  17th,  the  town  and  the  neighbouring  poflis,  ex- 
cept two  forts,  were  in  the  pofl^effion  of  the  invaders.  On 
the  following  day  the  governor  thought  proper  to  capitulate 
for  the  whole  ifland  ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  all  the  fol- 
dlers  and  feamen  fhould  be  fent  to  Spain,  but  fliould  not  be 
again  employed  in  the  war  till  they  were  regularly  balanced 
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againft  Britifli  captives.  Befides  73  pieces  of  ordnance,  an 
extraordinary  quantity  of  ammunition  was  found  among  the 
ftores  of  the  ifland. 

This  fuccefs,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  purchafed  with 
the  lofs  of  only  one  life  (that  of  lieutenant  Villeneuve),  did 
not  produce  in  England  that  joy  which  ufually  attends  the 
brilliant  exploits  of  the  Britifh  arms.  The  reafon  may  eafily 
be  conceived.  Favourable  intelligence  only  ferves  to  encou- 
rage the  obftinacy  of  our  court,  and  to  retard  the  reftoratioa 
of  peace. 

NORT  H    AMERICA. 

The  commanders  of  Britifli  fhips  of  war  havlng'made  it 
their  practice  to  feize  the  property  of  the  fubje£ls  of  France 
in  American  veflels»  as  well  as  in  other  neutral  fhips,  the 
French  complained  of  the  tamenefs  with  which  the  rulers  of 
the  United  Mates  fufFered  fuch  infults  upon  their  flag;  and 
they  at  length  refolved  to  do  themfelves  juftice,  by  feizing 
the  goods  of  Britifli  merchants  in  American  bottoms.  The 
irritation  arifing  from  this  fource,  Hill  prevailed  in  the 
minds  of  the  Trans- Atlantic  republicans,  when  general 
Wafliington,  in  December  laft,  opened  the  congrefs.  The 
fpeech  which  he  then  delivered  was  pregnant  with  judicious 
advice,  in  the  departments  of  policy,  naval  and  military  af- 
fairs, arts,  manufaftures,  and  commerce;  and,  with  re- 
gard to  the  chief  caufe  of  complaint,  he  obferved,  that 
communications  had  been  received  from  the  French  mini- 
fler  in  North-America,  which  indicated  the  danger  of  a  con- 
tinued moleftation  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States.  He 
did  not,  however,  abandon  the  expedtation,  that  the  dif- 
pute  v/ould  be  fettled  without  the  intervention  of  hollilities. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  deprecated  all  meannefs  of  fubmiflion; 
and  hoped  that  none  would  forget  what  was  due  to  thecha- 
ra£ler  of  the  government  and  nation,  or  rellnquifli  a  full 
confidence  in  the  'good  fenfe,  patriotifm,  felf-refpedl,  and 
fortitude,'   of  his  countrymen. 

As  this  was  the  lall  feflion  in  which  the  general  was  in* 
clined  to  appear,  he  clofed  his  harangue  with  tlie  following 
expreflions,  which  involve  both  funplicity  and  energy.  *  The 
Ctuation  in  which  I  now  (land  for  the  lall  time,  in  the  midft 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
naturally  recalls  the  period  when  the  admiailt ration  of  the 
prefent  form  of  government  comruenced  -,  and  I  cannot 
omit  the  occafion  to  congratulate  my  country  on  the  fuccefs 
of  the  experiment,  or  to  repeat  my  fervent  fupplications  to 
the  fupreme  ruler  of  the  univerfe,  and  fovcreign  arbiter  of 
Nations,  that  his  providential  care  may  flijl  be  extended  to 

6  the 


A 


592  Review  of  PuhJlc  JJfulrs. 

the  United  States  i  that  the  virtue  and  happinefs  of"  the  pe(?- 
ple  may  be  prefe.rved  ;  and  that  the  government  which  they 
have  ijiftituted,  for  the  protedion  of  their  hberties,  may 
be  perpetual.' 

The  cledion  of  a  prefident,  on  the  retreat  of  the  il- 
luflrious  founder  of  the  American  itate  from  pubHc  life, 
was  contefttid  with  eagernefs  and  warmth,  but  with- 
out riot  or  tumuk.  On  the  8th  of  February,  the  two 
houfes  of  congrefs  determined  this  important  affair.  Mr. 
Tolin  Adams  obtained  a  majority  of  votes,  71  in  number  i 
and  Mr.  Jcfferfon  had  68.  Of  the  other  candidates,  Mr. 
Pinckney  had  the  greateft  number  of  fuffrages.  It  was 
then  declared  in  form,  that  Mr.  Adams  was  elefted  prefi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  four  years,  and  Mr.  Jefferfon 
vice-prefident  -,  and,  on  the  4th  of  March,  thefe  gentlemen 
entered  upon  their  refpe£live  functions.  Both  are  men  of 
ability  and  experience;  and,  under  their  fway,  the  republic 
will,  in  all  probability,  continue  to  flourifli.  The  difputes 
with  France,  however,  are  not  yet  adjufled. 

AddvefTes  from  the  different  provinces  of  the  American 
confederacy  were  voted  with  zeal  and  alacrity,  as  teltimo- 
nials  of  reverence  for  the  character  of  the  retiring  patriot  j 
and,  as  they  breathe  the  language  of  fincerity,  not  that  of 
courtly  adulation,  they  are  highly  honourable  to  his  well- 
earned  fame. 

AFRICA. 

The  Dutch  have  not  yet  been  able  to  recover  their  va- 
luable African  fettlemcnt;  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is 
ftill  poffeffed  by  our  countrymen.  It  is  guarded  by  a  fleet 
under  rear-admiral  Pringle,  who,  in  January  laft,  feat  an 
account  of  the  reduftion  and  demolition  of  a  fort  and 
faftory  at  Foul  Point,  in  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar.  It  was 
concluded,  that  the  deftrudion  of  this  depot  of  arms, 
ftores,  and  merchandife,  would  greatly  diflrefs  the  French 
at  Mauritius  ;  but  the  enterprife  ought  to  be  followed  by 
an  attempt  for  the  conquefl  of  the  latter  ifland.  We  are 
furprifed  at  the  negled  of  the  admiralty,  in  not  having 
provided  for  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  attempt  at  the  bcgin- 
ing  of  the  war.  \Vc  do  not  mean  to  depreciate  the  na- 
val exploits  of  this  period ;  but,  when  w.e  refleft  on  the. 
very  extenfive  fcale  and  extraordinary  fu'pe'riority  of  our 
equipments,  we  may  be  allowed  to  exprefs  pur  aftonifli- 
ment  at  the  inadequacy  and  impcrfeflion  of  our  maritime 
operation's. 
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